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JL  HE  Volume  here  presented  to  the  Publicic, 
consists  of  (fteTeral  ditTerent  tracts^  relating  oiostly 
to  Political  and  Historical  subjects  and  events^ 
that  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  la^t  fifty 
years^  and  which  have  already  been  printed^  either 
in  some  of  the  Publick  Newspapers^  or  io  separate 
Pamphlets  or  larger  Works,  (some  of  which  arc 
grown  scarce  and  dilKcuIt  to  be  met  wi(h,)  and 
partly,  of  some  tracts  of  a'  more  antient  date, 
(relating  atso  to  the  subjects  of  History  and  Poli- 
ticks,) published  in  the  times  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  Charles  the  I.  and  Charles  the  II.  and  in  the 
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beginning  of  the  last,  or  eighteenth,  century:  and 
amongst  these  the  reader  will  find  the  excellent 
tract  of  the  celebrated  JohnMilton,  on  the  Liberty 
of  the  Press,  intitled,  Areopdgitica^  A  speech  for 
the  liberty  of  unlicensed  printing,  addressed  to  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  England,  in  November 
1644;  which  I  have  never  met-with  in  a  separate 
pamphlet^  and  which  is,  I  believe^  hitherto  to 
be  found  only  in  the  general  collections  of  Mil- 
ton's Prose-works.  There  are  also  in  this  volume 
some  interesting  papers  on  the  late  trade  to  Africa 
for  Negroe-slaves,  and  a  valuable  extract  from 
a  work  of  Mr.  John  Harriott,  in  support  of  the 
Justice  and  Wisdom  of  the  late  abolition  of  it, 
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bj  Act  of  Parliament ;  which  is  a  measure  txra- 
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cerniDg  which  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that  it 
was  not  adopted  ten  or  twelve  years  sooner* 
There  are  also  some  papers  concerning  the  late 
unhappy  dispute  with  our  Colonies  in  Nortli 
America,  which  ended  with  our  loss  of  them^ 
and  which,  (by  the  great  debt  which  the  late 
King  of  France  incurred,  by  the  assistance  he 
gave  to  the  revolted  colonies  in  that  contest,  and 
which  the  French  Nation  were  unwilling  to  dis- 
charge,) has  since  been  the  principal  cause  of 
the  dreadful  Revolution  in  France,  in  1789,  and 
of  the  subsequent  destruction  of  most  of  the 
Governments  in  Europe,  hy  the  victories  of  its 
present  formidable  ruler.  These  are  some  of  the 
principal  Topicks  to  which  the  papers  here  col- 
lected relate^  and  I  have  therefore  given  them 
the  title  of  Occasional  Essays  on  different  subjects, 
chiefly  Political  and  Historical.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  set-down  the  separate  titles  of  them,  and 
the  pages  of  the  Volume,  in  which  they  are  to 
be  found,  in  their  regular  order^  as  follows. 
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ON  1  HE  EXCLUSION  OF  MR.  JOHN  WILKES  FROM  HIS 
SEAT  IN  THE  HOllSE  OF  COMMONS,  AS  MEMBER  FOR 
TOE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  AFTER  HIS  EXPULSION 
AND  RE-ELECTION. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  AorERTiSER. 

SIR,  Marcb  l6,  1771. 

X  CANKOT  help  being  ftrongly  of  opinion  that  an  AGt  of 
Parliament  to  the  following  purport  would  tend  greatly 
to  allay  the  difcontents  that  have  prevailed  among  the 
people  ever  (ince  the  Middlefex  eIc£lion  :  and  therefore  I 
beg  you  would  infert  the  following  draft  of  fuch  a  bill  ia 
your  paper.  The  advantages  that,  I  conceive,  would  arife 
from  it  are  as  follows. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  wou|d  fecure  the  rights  of  the  Electors 
of  Great  Britain  to  chufe  their  own  reprefentatives,  from^ 
being  controuled  on  any  future  occafion  by  the  negative  of 
a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  exercifed  under  the 
form  of  an  expulfion  from  that  Houfe  for  fome  vague  and 
arbitrary  crime,  or  defe&,  in  the  ohje&  of  their  difpleafure, 
unknown  to,  and  undefined  by,  the  known  laws  of  the  land^ 
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and  not  provecl  with  th«  AriSners  and  folemnity  that  are  deem* 
ed  neceflary  to  the  conviAionand  punifliuient  of  an  offence 
of  the  flighted  nature  in  our  criminal  courts  of juftice.  The 
apprebenfion  of  the  pofllibility  of  fuch  proceedings  in  time, 
to  comei  la  wl^al  alarms  the  generality  of  impartial  people 
rather  than  an  opinion  that  this  power  was  really  fo  abufed 
in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  and  the  Middlefex  eleflion.  To 
remove  this  apprehepfioQ  is  therefore  an  objeA  of  the  laft 
importance. 

In  the  next  place,  fuch  an  aS  of  parliament  would  con- 
^rra  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  re- 
fpeA  to  Mr.  Wilkea  on  the  rational  and  fubftantial  ground  of 
bia  being  under  a  temporary  incapacity  of  being  elefted  a 
member  of  parliament,  arifing  from  the  circumftance  of  his 
being  then  in  prifon,  in  execution  of  a  fentence  of  the  court 
of  Kipg's  Bench,  and  confequently  unable  to  attend  his  duty 
in  parliament ;  and,  by  fo  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commons,  it  would  entirely  preferve  their  bonoui  and  dig- 
nity, and  make  it  unneceffary  that  they  ihould  receed  from 
anyofthehr  rcfolutions. 

I  am  fai^W^^  however,  that  it  may  here  be  obje^led 
tljial  one  of  their  refblutions,  namely,  the  important  refo-^ 
Iiition  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  incapacity  to  be  a  member  of  par* 
liament,  mjade  on.  the  ijih  day  of  February,  1769,  and 
which  is  expreffed  ii^  the  words  following,  to  wit, 

"  Refolved, 

**That  John  Wilkes,  Efquire,  having  been  in  this 
feflion  of  parliament  expelled  this  Houfe,  was  and  is  in- 
capable of  being  cle6ted  a  member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament, '^  may  at  firft  fight  feem  to  be  contradicted  and 
overruled  by  the  provifions  of  the  annexed  slA  of  parlia- 
ment: but,  upon  a  clofer  examination  of  it,  it  wilt  be 
ibund  to  be  capable  of  a  conftrudion  that  is  confident  with 
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thofe  provifions^  and  even  that  this  conftraAlon  is  the  trae 
and  proper  conftnidion  that  ought  to  be  given  to  it.  This 
I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  prove. 

The  judgments  of  every  court  of  juftice  ought,  if  the 
words  in  which  they  are  exprefled  will  bear  it,  to  be  con- 
ftrued  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  them  adequate  and 
commenfurate  to  the  points  then  under  confideration  in 
fuch  courts,  and  to  the  authority  legally  vefted  in  the  Judges 
by  whom  they  are  pronounced,  rather  than  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  will  make  them  extend  to  cafes  not  then  under  con- 
fideration, and  which  the  judges  therefore  have  not,  perhaps^ 
on  fuch  occafions  a  competent  authority  to  determine.^ 
This,  I  prefume,  will  readily  be  allowed  ;  and,  being  fo,  we 
muft,  in  the  next  place,  obferve,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, when  they  pafled  that  refolution,  were  a£ting  in  a 
judicial,  and  not  in  a  legiflative,  capacity  :  they  were  deter- 
mining whether,  according  to  the  laws  then  in  being,  Mr. 
Wilkes,  who  had  been  chofen  knight  of  the  fli ire  for  Mid- 
dlefex  on  the  preceeding  day,  the   i6th  day  of  Februarj', 
1769,  was  entitled,  by  virtue  of  that  ele£tion,  to  (it  and  vote 
as  a  member  of  that  Houfe.    They   did  not  pretend  to  a 
power  of  making  him  incapable  of  fitting  thereby  an  ex  post 
faQo  refolution,  if  he  was  legally  capable  of  being  eleSed 
to  fit  there  at  the  time  of  fuch  ele6tion  ;  but  only,  as  the 
proper  judges  of  the  validity  of  all  parliamentary  eledions, 
to  a  power  of  declaring  "  what  the  law  then  was  refpefting 
his  capacity  to  be  fo  elefted :"  they  therefore  had  no  right  to 
confider,  nor  to  give  judgment  upon,  any  other  point,  but 
that  of  his  capacity  to  be  ele£led  a  member  of  parliament 
for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  on  the  faid  i6th   day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1769.     No  other  point  was  judicially  before  them  : 
and,  if  they  had  clearly  and  exprefily  refolved,  that  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  not  only  then  incapable  of  being  eleded  a 
member  oF  parliament,    but  that  fuch  incapacity    would 
continue  in  him  during  this  whole  parliament,  they  would, 
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in  this  feeond  part  of  fuch  rdblution,  have  a&ed  in  an  extra- 
judicial manner,  and  Without  a  competent  authority  ;  and 
fuch  a  decision  would  have  been  entitled  to  but  little  regard 
either  from  ihemielves  on  any  fubfequent  occafion,  or  from 
any  other  perfon.  But  this  they  have  not  done  in  their 
refolution  of  the  J7th  of  February,  1769,  above  recited, 
though  at  firft  fight  it  may  feem  to  carry  that  meaning  ;  for 
the  words  of  it  are,  <*  that  he  was  and  is  incapable  of  being 
eleded  a  member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament ;  that  is, 
as  I  conceive,  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  ele£lion  on  the  pre 
ceding  day,  the  16tb  of  February,  1769,  and  is  at  the  time 
then  prefent,  namely,  the  17th  day  of  February,  incapable 
of  being  eleAed  a  member  of  parliament.  It  does  not  fay 
that  be  (hall  or  will  continue  fo  during  the  whole  conti- 
nuance of  ^his  parliament,  which  was  a  point  not  then 
under  confideraiion. 

As  to  the  words,  '^  having  been  in  this  feflion  of  par-- 
liament  expelled  this  Houfe,"  which  immediately  precede 
the  words  that  declare  his  incapacity,  they  are  introduced 
only  by  way  of  recital,  and  are  not  faid  to  be  the  ground  of 
the  fubfequent  adjudication  of  incapacity,  and  need  not  nc- 
ceflarily  be  underAood  fo  ;  but  they  ought  rather  to  be  con* 
fidered  as  a  (hort  reference  to  the  grounds  and  reafons  upon 
which  he  was  expelled,  fome  of  which  were  likewife  caufes 
of  an  incapacity  to  be  elc&ed  ;  and  fo  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  refolution  will  be  as  follows  :  **  Whereas  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  expelled  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this 
feflion  of  parliament,  to  wit,  on  the  3d  of  February, 
3769,  upon  divers  good  and  fufficicnt  grounds  and  reafons, 
fome  of  which  were  not  only  good  grounds  for  expelling  him, 
hut  did  really  and  trulv,  if  they  had  been  properly  attended 
to,  render  him  incapable  of  being  legally  elefted  a  member 
of  this  parliament;  and  whereas  thefe  reafons,  that  thus 
rendered  him  incapable  of  being  legally  defied  a  member 
of  parliament,  do  ftill  fubfift ;  it  is  therefore  refolved  and 
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adjudged  by  this  Hcufe^  that  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  laft 
eledion,  to  wit,  on  the  1 6th  day  of  February,  1769,  and 
ftill  is  at  this  prefent  time,  to  wit,  on  the  i7lh  of  February, 
9769,  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  fen^e  in  this 
prefent  parliament." 

This  feenis  to  mc  to  be  a  reafonable  coilfiruSion  of  this 
famous  refolution :  and  if  the  words  of  it  will  bear  this  fenfe, 
as  1  flatter  myfelf  I  have  fliown  they  wiH,  it  is  furely  better 
to  underfiand  them  in  this  manner  than  to  interpret  them 
in  the  other  manner  above-mentioned,  and  thereby  to  make 
them,  bycon(lni£tion,  contain  a  dangerous  and  extra<judicial 
refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  a  matter  of  fuch 
high  importance,  which  would  be  no  way  fuitablf  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  or  to  the  character  of  wife  and  con- 
fiderate  judges  that  were  giving  a  judicial  detormination  of 
the  point  that  was  then  before  them. 

Now,  if  this  mild  and  inoflfenfive  interpretation  of  this 
refolution  be  allowed  to  be  juft,  there  will  be  nothing  in  the 
aA  of  parliament  here  recommended  in  any  degree  contrary 
to  this  or  any  other  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons upon  this  fubje&.  This  is  a  fecund  advantage  in  the 
bill  here  propofed. 

A  third  advantage  arifing  from  t  would  be  the  removing 
of  all  the  ridiculous  doubts  and  opinions  that  have  been  enter- 
tained concerning  the  capacity  of  an  Outlaw  to  fit  and  vote 
in  parliament ;  notwtthftanding  he  is  a  creature  that,  as 
Mr.  Wilkes  has  well  obferved,  has  no  political  exiflence, 
but  is  liable  to  have  ail  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  the 
rents  and  profits  of  his  lands,  taken  into  the  king's  hands» 
as  forfeited  to  his  Majefiy  by  the  outlawry,  and  his  body 
kept  in  prifon  during  life.  No  well- wi(her  to  the  liberties  of 
his  country  would,  I  prefume,  defire  to  fee  the  reprefenta* 
lives  of  the  Commons  of  thib  kingdom  compofed  of  perfons 
ki  fuch  dependent  circumfiances. 

Aad  if,  after  fuch  an  aft  of  parliament,  colonel  Luttrel 
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(hould  think  proper  to  vacate  his  feat  in  parliament  by  ac* 
eepting  the  fteward(hip  of  the  Chiltem  Hundreds,  and  Mr. 
Wilkes,  now  that  his  outlawry  has  been  reverfed,  and  bis 
confequent  Incapacity  to  fit  in  Parliament  has  been  re- 
moved, (hould  again  fland  for  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  again  be  cbofen  their  reprefentative  by  a  great  majority, 
(as  I  truft  and  hope  he  would ;)  and  (hould  be  permitted  to 
take  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  in  confequcnce  of  fuch  new 
ale&ion,  I  conceive  that  the  whole  tranfafiion  would  do  his 
Majefty's  minifters  great  honour,  give  general  fatisfa£lion 
to  the  people,  and,  inftort,  prove  a  happy  means  of  recon- 
ciling men's  minds  to  government,  and  of  winding-up 
this  unlucky  bufinefs  that  has  kept  the  whole  nation  in  a 
ferment,  and  fourcd  our  old  Englifii  good-humour  for  more 
than  two  years  pad. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

IRENICUS. 


Draft  of  an  A3  of  Parliament  to  difable  Outlaws  and  Per-^ 
fons  legally  confined  in  Prifon  from  Icing  cbofen  Members 
of  tbs  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament  \  andtofecure  to  tbe 
Freeboldirs  and  other  Electors  of  Great  Britain  tbeir  Right 
off  tee  Ele&um^  notwitbflanding  any  antecedent  Expulfion 
of  the  Perfofu  ibeyfball  elect  for  tbtir  Members. 

Whbkbas  certain  doubts  have  arifen,  and  may  arife, 
concerning  perfons  confined  in  prifon  in  execution  of  the 
judgements  of  a  court  of  law,  or  for  other  juft  and  lawful 
caufes^  and  likewife  concerning  perf<>ns  outlawed,  whether 
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ihty  are  capable  of  being  elected  to  dt  and  rble  in  partiaineht 
as  members  of  the  Commons  Houfe  bf  parliament  :  and 
whereas  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  and  prqudicial  to 
{he  publick  bufmefs  tranfafled  in  the  faid  Houfe  of  parlia- 
ihent  that  fuch  perfons  (hould  be  chofen  members  of  it^ 
becaufe  they  would  not  be  able  to  attend  their  duty  in  the 
fame  ;  and  the  counties^  cities,  and  boroughs,  for  which  they 
(hould  be  chofen,  would  thereby  be  unreprefented  in  parlia- 
fiient  during  the  continuance  of  fuch  impediment  to  their  at- 
tendance ;  it  is  therefore  declared  and  ena£ted  by  the  King's 
moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confen{ 
6f  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  iii 
this  prefent  parliament  aflembled,  that  no  perfon  outlawed 
in  duecourfe  of  law,  either  upon  a  criminal  or  a  civil  pro- 
fecution,  nor  any  perfon  legally  confined  in  prifon  in  exe- 
cution of  any  judgement  of  a  court  of  juftice,  ought  at  any 
time  heretofore  to  have  been  deemed,  or  {hall  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  deemed,  to  be  capable  of  being  ele6lcd  to  ferve 
in  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  member  thereof,  for 
any  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  either  England,  Wales, 
or  Scotland,  during  the  continuance  of  fuch  outlawry  or 
legal  confinement.  Any  cuftom,  refolution  of  the  Houle  ot 
Commons,  precedent,  or  opinion,  or  other  thing,  to  the 
contrary  hereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

And  whereas  great  difcontents  have  arifen  in  the  mindft 
of  many  of  his  Miijefiy's  faithful  fubje^ts  on  accoiint  of  a 
refolution  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  pafled  oh 
the  17th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  17^99 
declaring  John  Wilkes,  £f(|.  who  had,  on  the  28th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  1768,  been  duly  chofeil  and  leturned  a 
knight  of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  afterwards  on  the  3d  day  of  Fe« 
bruary,  in  the  year  1769,  had  been  expelled  from  the 
laid  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  by  a  majority  of  the 
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members  th^reof^  and  then  on  the  1 6th  day  of  the  fame 
month  of  February,  had  been  again  duly  ele£led  and  re- 
turned a  knight  of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the  faid  county  ;  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  the 
re-ele&ion,  and  to  be  ftill  at  the  time  of  paffing  the  faid 
refolution,  incapable  of  being  elefled  a  member  to  ferve  in 
the  faid  parliament ;  from  which  refolution  many  perfons 
have  concluded  that  the  faid  Commons  Houfe  of  parlia- 
ment meant  to  declare  that  his  faid  incapacity  of  being 
chofen  a  member  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  parliament  arofe 
merely  from  his  faid  exputfion  from  the  fame,  and  not  from 
the  circumftance  of  his  being  at  that  time  legally  confined  in 
prifon  in  execution  of  a  judgement  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  for  having  publiflicd  two  criminal  writings,  and  his 
confequent  inability  to  attend  his  duty,  and  ferve  his  con- 
flituents  in  parliament,  though  this  had  been  mentioned  as 
a  principal  ground  for  his  expulfion  : — and  whereas  it  would 
be  an  unnecefTary  reflraint  upon  the  exercife  of  the  right  of 
eleAion  in  the  freeholders  and  other  eleClors  of  Great 
Britain,  and  would  greatly  diminifli  the  value  of  that  import- 
ant franchife,  if  they  were  to  be  precluded  from  freely 
choofing  for  theif  reprefentatives  in  parliament  any  perfons 
that  they  (hall  think  worthy  of  fo  high  a  truft,  and  eileem 
beft  qualified  to  ferve  them,  who  are  not  rendered  incapable 
thereof  by  fome  known  and  general  law,  or  fome  pofitive 
zGt  of  parliament  in  that  behalf  made  and  provided  :  IT  IS 
therefore  enaded  by  the  King's  mod  excellent  Majedy, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
.and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment i^ffembled,  that  no  expulfion  of  any  member  of  the 
Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  by  the  faid  Houfe,  whether 
already  pafled,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  or  done,  (hall  be 
conftrued,  or  taken  to  have  <:reated,  or  to  create,  any  inca- 
pacity 


pacity  in  the  perfon  fo  expelled  to  be  again  chofen  into  the 
faid  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament,  either  for  the  fame 
place  for  which  he  had  been  chofen  before,  or  for  any 
other  :  but  the  perfon  fo  expelled  fhall  remain  capable  of 
being  re-ele&ed  to  fit  in  the  fame  parliament ;  and,  if  he 
fliall  be  fo  re-eleded  either  for  the  fame  or  any  other  place, 
and  he  be  otherwife  duly  qualified  to  be  chofen  according  to 
the  known  laws  of  the  land,  he  (hall  fit  and  vote  in  the  faid 
Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
fuch  expulfion  had  never  happened,  or  he  had  then  been 
chofen  a  member  thereof  for  the  firft  time.* 


•  Though  no  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  kind  here  recommended  hai 
ever  been  passed,  yet  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Cdmmonv 
formed  on  the  17th  of  February,  )769»  for  excluding  Mr.  Wilkei 
from  Lis  seat  in  the  House  after  his  expulsion  from  it,  on  the  pre- 
cceding  3d  da^  of  February,  and  his  Re-election  on  the  l6th  by  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  vrit,  "  That  John 
"  Wilkes,  Esquire,  having  been,  in  this  session  of  Parliament,  ex- 
**  pelled  this  House,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  ^ected  a  member 
*'  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament,'*  was  afterwards  rescinded  by  a 
subsequent  House  of  Commoos,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  17899 
when  Lord  North  retired  from  his  olfices  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  former 
of  those  offices  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  the  Earl  of 
Shelbume  warmade  Secretary  of  State.  It  seems  reasonable,  therefore, 
to  conclude,  **  That,  as  the  law  now  stands,  an  expulsion  of  a 
**  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  House,  does  not  reoder 
**  the  person  expelled  incapable  of  being  elected  again  to  serve  in  the 
^' same  parliament.** 

F.M- 
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A  FROfOSAL  FOR  A  RECONCILIATION  WITH  THE  Rft. 
VOLTED  PROVINCES  OV  NORTH  AMERICA,  WITHOUT 
EXEMFIING  THEM  FROM  THE  ADTHORITT  OP  THE 
BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

In  thb  Ybar  lf7^ 


IN  the  firft  place,  to  repeal  the  Quebcck-Ad,  and  thereby 
f€-efiabli(h  the  King's  proclamation  of  October,  l763^  with 
xefjped  to  the  province  of  Quebeck,  and  reduce  the  extent  of 
the  faid  province  to  what  it  was  before  the  late  Quebeck-AA  ; 
or,  perhaps,  (if  it  (hall  be  thought  neeeffary,  upon  a  full  in- 
quiry into  the  matter  by  the  teftimony  of  Sea-oflicers  ac- 
quainted with  Newfoundland,  and  the  Gulf  of  Saint  Law- 
rence, and  the  fiflieries  carried-on  in  thofc;  parts,  and  by 
the  teftimony  of  Bierchants  acquainted  with  the  fame  fub« 
je£fe8,)  to  enlarge  the  former  extent  of  the  province  of  Que* 
beck,  as  fettled  by  the  proclamation  of  October,  l7C3,  by 
the  addition  of  the  coad  of  Labrador,  which,  by  the  faid 
proclamation,  was  made  part  of  the  government  of  New- 
foundland i  but,  by  no  means,  to  put  ail  the  interiour  part 
of  North-America  into  the  province  of  Qiiebeck. 

Sficair  DLT. — After  thus  repealing  the  Quebeck- Ad,  and 
reviving  the  King's  proclamation  of  Oflober,  l7d3,  and 
reducing  the  province  ofQuebeck  to  a  reafonable  and  mode- 
rate extent,  capable  of  being  governed  by  an  Aflembly,  in 
purfuance  of  the  promife  in  the  faid  Royal  proclamation. 
To  afcertain  the  laws  of  the  province.  This  fhould  be 
done  by  exprefsly  mentioning  and  confirming  the  Petition 
of  Ilight^  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  the  Bill,  or  Declaration 
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of  Rights,  made  in  thefirft  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  and  perhaps  a  few  other  ftatutes  that  are 
fingularly  beneficial  and  favourable  to  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
ject,  and  then  by  confirming,  in  general  terms,  the  reft  of  the 
laws  of  England,  both  criminal  and  civil,  excepting  the  penal 
laws  againft  the  exercife  of  the  Fopifli  religion,  which 
(hould  be  declared  to  be  (what  they  have  always  been  un« 
derftood  to  be,)  utterly  null  and  void  with  refpe£t  to  that 
province;  and  excepting,  alFo,  the  laws  relating  to  the 
tenures  of  land,  the  manner  of  conveying  it,  and  the  laws  of 
dower  and  inheritance,  at  leaft  with  refpe6t  to  the  children 
of  marriages  already '  contraAed,  or  which  (hall  be  con- 
tra£led  before  a  given  future  day,  and  declaring,  that  upon 
thefe  fubjeds  the  former  French  laws  of  the  province  ihould 
be  in  force. 

But  the  laws  of  England,  which  difqualify  Papifis  from 
holding  places  of  truft  and  profit,  ought  ftill  to  be  conti- 
nued in  the  province,  though  the  penal  laws  (hould  be 
aboliflied  ;  the  former  laws  being  not  laws  of  perfecutton, 
but  of  felf-defence.  Yet  the  King  might,  if  he  pleafed, 
extend  his  bounty  to  thofe  people  who  figned  the  French 
petition,  and  to  fuch  other  perfons  of  the  Roman-Catholick 
religion,  as  he  thouglit  fit,  by  granting  thempenfions. 

Alfo,  it  would  be  proper  to  abolifli  the  feigneurial  Jurif- 
diAions  in  Canada,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  gre&t  body 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  province.  If  this  cannot  be  done 
confidently  with  juftice,  and  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
granted  by  Sir  JeflFeryAmherft,  in  September,  i760,without 
giving  the  feigniors  a  pecuniary  compenfation  for  the  lofs 
of  thefe  jurifdiftions,  (though  I  incline  to  think  it  might,) 
fuch  pecuniary  compenfations  ought  to  be  given  them. 
The  expence  of  a  week's  extraordinaries  to  the  army  at 
Bofton  would  be  more  than  fufficient  to  make  thefe  compen- 
fationsin  a  large  and  ample  manper. 

Thirdlt. 
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Tbirdlt* — Having  thus  afccrtained  the  lawf  of  the 
proviQce  of  Quebeck^  it  would  be  proper  to  provide  for  the 
convenient  admin idration  of  juftice  in  it^  either  by  adopt* 
ing  thp  plan  fcufurth  above^  in  pages  3485  S59y  or  fome 
other  that  (ball  be  thought  fitter  for  the  purpofe. 

Fourth LT»-^To  provide  a  competent  legiflature  for  ilic 
province  of  Quebeck,  The  bed  Itgiflature  that  could  b^ 
provided  for  it  would,  as  I  believe,  be  a  Proteftant  Aflembly 
cbo(en  by  the  freeholders  of  the  country,  whether  Pro- 
teftants  or  Roman-Catholicks.  The  .  next  bcR,  I  (hould  be 
inclined  to  think,  would  be  a  LegiQative  Council,  confifting 
of  Proteftants  only,  (fuch  as  is  propofed*  in  the  draught  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  contained  in  the  Accotmt  of  ihs  Pro* 
eeedings  of  the  Briti/b  and  other  Protejlani  inhabitants  «^ 
tht  province  of  Quebec k  in  Nortl^America  in  order  to  obtain 
mboufe  of  AJfemhly  in  that  province^  lately  publijbed  and 
J(M  by  B.  White  in  Fleet -Street,)  to  b^  eftablifbed  for  only 
(even  years  \  in  which  all  the  members  ibould  be  made 
independent  of  the  Governor,  To  as  to  be  neither  re* 
moveable  nor  fufpendible  by  him  upon  any  occafion  what- 
foever,  though  they  might  be  removed  by  the  King^ 
by  his  order  in  his  Privy  Council.  They  (hould  be 
thirty-one  in  number,  or  perhaps  more ;  and  (hould  all 
fign  the  ordinances  for  which  they  gave  their  votes,  and 
ibould  be  paid  forty  (hillings  each,  every  time  they  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Council,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  at^ 
tend  in  confiderable  numbers ;  as  the  Judices  of  the  Peace 
in  England  are  intitled  to  a  pecuniary  allowance  for  attend- 
ing the  Quarter-Sedions  of  the  Peace,  and  the  Directors  of 
the  Ea(UIndia  Company,  for  attending  the  meetings  upon 
the  afi^irs  of  the  Company,  and  the  members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  are  intitled  to  wages  from  their  condituents 
attending  Parliament,  though  now  they  forbear  demanding 
'  them.  But  they  (hould  receive  no  general  falaries  from  the 
Crown^  not  depending  upon  their  attendances ;  as  fuch  a 
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pra£lic?  can  tend  to  nothing  but  to  make  them  dependtot  ca 
the  Crown,  and  contemptible  in  the  €yc«  of  the  firoplc. 
Next  to  fuch  a  legiflative  Council,  confiding  of  Proteflanu 
only,  a  general  Aflembly  of  the  peoplet  confiding  of  Pro* 
ceftants  and  Papids  ifldifcriminately,  feems  the  mod  proper 
legislature  for  the  province.  And  to  the  edabliihment  of 
fuch  an  Aflembly  but  few  objeAiont»  can  now  be  made; 
fincc  the  Englifh  fettlers  in  the  province,  on  the  one  hand, 
have  declared  that  they  are  willing  to  aoquielce  in  the  eda- 
blifliment  of  fuch  an  Aflembly ;  and  the  King  and  Par- 
Jiament,  on  the  other  hand,  (by  paflingthe  Quebeok^^,^^and 
permitting  Boman-Catholicks  to  hold  all  forts  of  ofiices, 
feats  in  the  legiflative  council  of  the  province,  judicial  offi- 
xres,  and  even  military  commiflions,)  have  declared  that  they 
confider  the  old  opinion,  <<  that  Roman  Catholicks  were  not 
£t  perfons  to  be  inveded  with  authority  under  the  firitifli 
Government,"  as  ill-grounded  with  refpeft  to  the  province 
of  Quebeck.  For  certainlvf  if  there  is  any  harddiip  in  ex- 
cluding Papids  from  holding  places  of  trud  and  profit  in  the 
{nrovince,  there  is  a  dill  greater  harddiip  in  excluding  them 
from  being  chofen  members  of  an  AflVmbly  of  the  province. 
FiPTHLT. — ^To  repeal  the  Bodon-charter  Act;  and  to 
pafs  a  refolutrou  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  that  for  the 
future,  no  charter  of  any  American  colony  fliall  be  taken- 
away,  or  altered  in  any  point,  by  the  Britidi  Parliament, 
without,  either  on  the  one  hand,  a  Petition  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,,  or  to  the  King's 
JMajedy,  from  the  Aflembly  of  fuch  colony,  whofe  charter  is 
propofed  to  be  either  taken  away  or  altered,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  fuit  at  law,  by  a  writ  of  Scire  facias^  to  repeal 
the  faid  charter,  regularly  carried-on  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  England,  upon  a  charge  offome  abufeof  the  powers 
of  the  said  charter,  by  the  people  of  fuch  colony,  or  of 
fome  other  mifdemeanour  committed  by  them,  which  may 
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be  a  legal  ground  of  forfeiture  of  the  fame^  and  a  judge* 
ment  of  forfeiture  pronounced  in  coDfeqaence  of  fuch  luit 
after  a  full  hearing  of  the  fame,  and  alfo  a  re-bearing  in 
Parliament  of  the  charges  in  the  faid  fuit,  and  of  the  proofa 
brought  in  fupport  of  them,  and  of  the  arguments  which 
may  be  alledged  both  for  and  againft  the  faid  colonies  by 
Counfel,  and  an  approbation  and  confirmation  of  fuch 
judgement  of  forfeiture  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in 
oonfequence  of  the  faid  re-hearing  of  the  whole  matter. 

Such  a  refolution  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  would 
gire  the  Americans  a  llrong  moral  aflurance  that  the  pri* 
vileges  granted  them  by  their  charters  would  not  be  lightly 
and  wantonly  altered  for  the  future  upon  the  bally  fuggef- 
tions  of  men  little  acquainted  with  their  hiftory  and  con* 
dition,  and  whofe  notions  of  Government  are  very  differ- 
ent from  their  own. 

Sixthly. — To  repeal  the  trial-ad,  for  trying  Officers 
or  Soldiers,  who  (hall  be  indided  for  murder  in  the  Maf- 
fachufet's  bay,  in  others  of  the  American  provinces,  or  in 
England*  This  AS,  I  am  perfuaded,  was  intended  only 
fur  the  purpofes  of  juftice,  and  to  procure  a  fair  trial  to 
the  officers  and  foldicrs  who  (hould  happen  to  be  indiSed 
for  actions  done  by  them  in  the  courfe  of  their  duty  as 
aflTiftants  to  the  civil  magiftrate  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  and  not  to  fcrecn  them  from  puniflimcnt  when  they 
were  really  guilty  of  murder,  or  had  occafioned  the  death 
of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls  in  that  province  without  fuch 
juft  and  lawful  caufe.  And  I  am  further  perfuaded  that, 
in  fa6l,  it  would  not  fcreen  them  from  punifhment,  when 
the  charge  was  fupported  by  proper  teftimony ;  but  that 
the  Juries  that  fhould  try  thcfe  indictments,  whether  in 
England  or  in  America,  would  readily  convid  fuch  officers . 
and  foldiers  of  murder,  if  they  were  really  guilty  of  it, 
and  proved  to  be  fo  by  fufficient  evidence.     But  the  diffi- 
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why  of  procuring  the  witnefles  to  the  fads  to  come  tcroft 
ibe  AlUiHick  ocean  to  give  evidence  concerning  theniy  is  fo 
great  that  it  may  alrooil  be  confidered  as  unfurmountable  ; 
and  confeqqently  this  method  of  trying  thofe  offences  may 
be  reckoned  to  be  impraAicable,  notwitbftandiog  the 
fpirit  of  juiiice  and  impartiality  by  which  the  Juries  would 
probably  be  governed.  And  for  this  reafon  the  AA  ought 
10  be  repealed.  However,  as  this  A&  is  only  a  temporary 
one,  and  will  expire  of  itfelf  in  two  years,  it  is  a  matter 
gf  much  M&  coofequence  than  the  Quebeck  A&.  and  ibe 
A^  £>r  altering  the  charter  of  the  Maflachuret's  bay.  Thofe 
af  the  Ada  which  have  brought<on  this  civil  war,  and 
wbioby  I  apprehend,  muft  be  totally  repealed  before  peace 
<mn  be  reilored. 

Sbtentblt. — To  pafs  a  refolutiou  of  both  Houfes  of 
Psrliament,  that.  For  the  future,  no  tax  or  duty  of  aaj 
kii|ld  (hall  be  impofed  by  authority  of  the  Parliament  of 
Gireat*Britain,  upon  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  rtfiding  in 
thofe  provinces  of  North-America,  in  which  aflembliea 
of  the  people  are  eAabliflied,  until  the  faid  provinces  ihall 
btve  been  permitted  to  fend  reprefentativcs  to  the  firiti(h 
Pariiament:  excepting  only  fuch  taxes  or  duties  upon 
goods  exported  out  ot^  and  imported  into,  the  faid  pro* 
vioces  as  (hall  be  thought  necefTary  for  the  regulation  of 
Ihetradeof  the  faid  provinces;  and  that,  when  fuch  taxes, 
or  duties,  (ball  be  laid  by  the  Britifli  Parliament  on  any 
of  the  faid  provinces,  the  whole  amount  of  the  fame  (hall 
be  difpofed^f  by  the  Aflemblies  of  the  provinces  in  which 
they  (hall  be  coliefted,  refpe&ivcly. 

EiOHTHLT.-— That  all  the  quit-rents,  and  other  royal 
dues,  colle&ed  in  the  provinces  of  America,  (hall  be  ap* 
pffopriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  governments  in 
the  fame,  and  (hall  be  employed  in  the  payment  of  the 
falaritf  of  the  Governors^  and  Judges,    and  Sheriffs,  or 
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provoft-Marihalls,  and  Coroners,  and  other  offices  of  Juftice 
in  the  fame,  fo  as  to  leflen  the  taxeis  which  it  may  be 
seceiTary  for  the  Governors,  Councils,  and  Aflemblies  of 
the  faid  provinces  to  lay  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  for 
the  faid  purpofe :  and  that  a  feparate  receiver  and  coliedor 
of  the  faid  quit-rents  and  other  royal  dues,  be  appointed 
by  the  feveral  Governors  of  the  faid  provinces  refpedively 
in  every  feparate  province,  who  (ball  hold  his  faid  office 
during  the  pTeafure  of  the  Governor  of  the  province  to 
which  he  fliall  belong,  and  his  refidence  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince, and  no  l9nger,  and  who  fhall  receive  and  enjoy  fuch 
falary,  or  fees,  or  other  emoluments,  during  his  continuance 
in  his  faid  office,  as  fhall  be  allowed  by  an  Act  of  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  AfTembly  of  the  faid  province. 
But  the  portions  of  the  faid  quit-rents  that  (hall  be  affigned 
to  the  Governor,  and  Judges,  and  other  officers  of  civil 
government  in  the  faid  provinces  refpefiivcly,  (Iiall  be  fuch 
as  his  Majefiy,  in  his  royal  wi(dom,  (hall  think  fit  to  ap- 
})oint* 

Alfo  it  (hould  be  provided  that  no  Governor,  Judge,  or 
other  officer  of  the  civil  government  of  any  fuch  province, 
(hould  receive  any  part  of  the  falaries  arifing  from  thofe 
quit-rents,  or  other  royal  dues,  during  the  time  of  his  abfence 
from  the  faid  province,  or  after  his  return  to  the  province, 
in  confideration  of  his  having  held  the  faid  office  during 
fuch  abfence ;  but  that  fo  much  of  his  faid  falary,  ariGng 
from  the  faid  quit*  rents  and  other  royal  dues,  as  would  have 
accrued  to  him  in  the  faid  fpace  of  time,  if  he  had  refided 
during  the  fame  in  the  faid  province,  (hall  be  deemed  to  be 
forfeited  by  his  faid  abfence,  and  (hall  make  a  part  of  the 
publick  treafure  of  the  province,  and  be  difpofed-of  by  the 
joint  Act  of  the  Governor,  Council,  and  •A(rembly  of  the 
(aid  province. 

The  amount  of  thefe  quit-rents  and  other  roy^l  dues  in 
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AYneric^  fhould  be  m^d«  good  to  his  Majefty  out  of  the 
fihking-fuud. 

Ninth LY.-^The  offices  of  Secretary  of  the  province^- 
cterk  of  the  OouncH^  Regifter  of  deeds  arid  patents,  or  clerk  < 
oftheinrolments  of  deeds  and  patents,  Provoii-marfltal^r 
fteriflF,  Commiffary  of  ftores>  Receiver-general  of  the  kmg's 
revenue,  Coroners,  cferks^  or  regifters^  of  the  courts  of  jufiicei 
Naval  officer,  CoiletStor  of  the  cudoms.  Comptroller  of  the 
cufioms,  irt  every  province,  (hould  be  given  to  perfons  refn 
tVent  in  the  province^  to  be  executed  by  themfelves^  without 
a  power  of  making  deputies  ;  and  the  fees  to  be  taken  by 
thefti  (honld  be  feitled  by  Acts  of  the  Govurnour,  Council, 
a)id  afiembly  of  the  faid  province,  in  which  they  are  hoU 
d^n ;  and  they  (liuuld  be  holdcn  during  the  pleafure  of 
the  Governour,  or  of  the  King,  as  his  Majcfty,  in  his  royal 
wifdom,  (hall  think  (it,  but  (hould  never  be  given  by  patents 
Under  the  great  fea I  of  Great-Britain,  to  be  holden  during 
the  lives  of  the  patentees  ;  and  they  (hould  be  holden  by 
feparaie  officers,  fo  that  no  two  of  them  (liould  be  holden  by 
the  fame  perfon* 

The  prefent  patentees  of  any  of  thefe  offices  fliould  have 
compenfations  made  to  them  for  the  lofs  of  their  patents 
by  penfions  for  their  lives  payable  out  of  the  (inking-fund. 

Tenthly. — In  the  governments  called  Boyal  Govei-n^ 
inentsy  (which  are  carried*on  by  virtue  of  the  King's  com- 
miffions  only,  without  charters,)  the  Councils  of  the  faid 
provinces  (hould  be  made  more  numerous  than  they  now 
are,  and  the  members  of  them  (hould  be  appointed  for 
life.  They  now  ufually  confift  of  twelve  members,  all  of 
whom  may  be  removed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  and 
fufpended  from  the  execution  of  their  offices  of  counfellors, 
by  the  Governours  of  the  province^  till  the  pleafure  of  the 
Crown  can  be  known^  This  renders  them  of  little  weight 
and  conf(^quence  iti  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  confc- 
quently  of  little  advantage  to  the  Governour  in  fupporting 
his  Majel^y's  auihorityj  and  preferving  the  peace  of  the 
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pn^ince.  It  t^oatd  ihftehrt  be  proper  to  teUffe  tbei^ 
number  to  at  leaft  23  fnemben,  and,  in  tbe  more  papuloiii 
fTOvindet  to  t  greater  number,  (in  Virginia,  perbapa,  1043,) 
of  wbom  at  leaft  la  fliouU  be  neceflary  to  make  a  board,  and 
do4)ufiDeff ;  and  tt  wotild  alfo  be  proper  to  appoint  them  (at 
life  or  durmg  (heir  good  behtviour,  fo  that  they  could  not  be 
remoted  from  tbeir  (aid  offices  without  a  charge  of  fome 
Hiifconduft'tbatfliall  bea  fufEctent  ground  for  removing 
them  from  tbe  faid  office,  and  a(  proof  and  convi&ibn  of 
the  fiimc  in  i  trial  by  jury  upon  a  writ  6f  icin  JtLda%  tof 
repeal  the  patent  by  which  they  b»d  betn  appointed  to  fuch 
office,  or  fome  other  law-proceeding  analogous  to  fuchr 
wKt.  This  numerous"  council  (hould  b^  tbe  Legiflative 
Council  6f  the  province,  and  ftould  cohour  with  the 
Aflembly  in  making  laws.  But,  for  the  executive  part  of 
government^  the  King  might  appoint  a  leffi^r  Council 
confifting  of  niot  fewei"  than  la  perfons,  who  fhoiiU  advife 
the  Goveniouf  in  all  thofe  matters  relative  to  the  execution 
of  the  powers  of  his  conimiffion,  in  which  he  was  direded 
by  his  commiflion  to  aiS  with  the  advisee  of  His  G>uncil.' 
And  feven  members  of  this  Council  (hould  be  neceflary 
In  make  z  board,  or  do  bufinefs.  The  ihembers  of  this 
Council  &ould  hold  their  places  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
Crown,  9S  the  King's  privy  Counsellors  do  in  England  y 
but  ihoald  not  be  removtable  or  fufpendible  by  the  Go* 
veriiour.  They  might  either  be  fome  of  the  members  of  the 
greater,  or  legiflative,  Council,  or  not,  as  bito  Majeft)*,*  itf 
his  royal  wifdom,  (fiould  think  fit. 

This  measure,  **  of  making  the  members  of  the  legiflative 
councils  more  numerous  than  they  now  are,  and  independent 
of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  give  them  more  weight  and  dig'' 
nity  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  thereby  to  render  them 
more  capable  of  being  ufeful  in  the  fupport  of  his  Mnyefty's 
government,''  is  recommended  by  fome  of  the  warmeft 
friends  of  Great-Britain  in  North-America ;  of  which  I  will 
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taentioik  an  infUnce  or  two.  In  the  year  1774  a  very  ten* 
lEble  pamphlet  was  publiihed  by  Thomu  Cadell,  in  tk^ 
Strand,  entitledj  '^  Con/lderatians  on  certain  Political  Tran/^ 
\i3i^n9  of  the  Province  of  Soulb^Carolina.^  This  pamphlet 
has  been  generally  afcribed  to  Sir  Egerton  Leigh,  baronet^ 
bis  Majefty's  attomey-gtoe'fal  for  that  province.  But^ 
whofoever  tBe  author  of  it  may  be,  he  appears  to  be  a  per- 
fon  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  Atberrca,  and  mort 
eTpecially  of  that  province^  and  a  jealous  friend  to  the 
interefts  of  Great-Britain  in  America,  and  to  the  coil* 
tinuaoce  of  an  amicable  cotine6lion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, upon  the  old  footing  of  a  fubjeAion  of  them  both  to 
the  authority  df  the  Britifli  Parliament.  In  pages  68,  69, 
70,  of  this  pan^phtet  there  is  ihte  following  paiTage.  ''Ih 
^<  my  apprehenfion  it  feems  abfoluttely  necefiiiry,  that  the 
^'  numbers  bf  the  Council  (hould  be  increafed  ;  and  for  this 
*<  plain  and  obvious  reafou,  Becaufe  a  body  of  T\Venty-four 
*'  Counfellors,  for  inftance,  appointed  by  the  ttiiig  from  the 
iiril  rank  of  the  People  mod  diftingulQied  for  their  wealth, 
merit,  and  ability,  would  be  a  meatis  of  diffufing  a  confi- 
derable  influence  through  eVeiy  ordei*  of  perfons  in  the 
*^  community,  which  mud  ektend  veiy  far  and  wide,  by 
^'  means  of  their  particular  conneiftions ;  whereas  a  Council 
*•  of  Twelve^  feveral  of  whom  are  always  abfent,  can  have 
^'  little  weight,  nor  ban  their  voices  be  heard  amidft  the  cla- 
*'  mour  of  prevailing  numbers. 

*^  I  think  this  bbdy,  a£ling  legiflatively,  ought  to  be  made 
^^  independent,  by  holding  that  ftatlon  during  the  term  of 
^'  their  natural  lives^  and  determinable  only  on  that  event, or 
**  on  their  intire  departure  from  the  province.  But  the  fame 
**  perfon  might  neverthelefs,  fot  proper  caufe,  be  difplaced 
^<  from  his  feat  in  Council ;  which  regulation  would,  in  a 
**  great  nieafure,  operate  as  a  check  to  an  arbitrary  Gover- 
^^  nour,  wh6  would  be  cautious  how  he  raifed  a  powerful 
**  enemy  in  the  Upper  Houfe  by  a  rafh  removal  5  at  the  fame 
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^*  time  that  the  power  of  removal  would  keep  the  Member 

*'  within  proper  bounds.     The  life- tenure  of  his  legiflati\ft 

•'  capacity  would  likewife  fufiiclcntly  fecure  that  indepen* 

**  itency  which  is  fo  ncceflary  to  ihis  (lation,  and  fo  agree- 

*'  able  to  the  conftitulion  of  the  Parent-State.    I  know  fome 

"  folks  will  raife  both  fcruples  and  fears;  but  for  my  owiY 

"part,  I  think  without  much  reafon  :  for,  if  we  attend  to 

^*  the  workings  of  human  nature,  wc  fliall  find,  that  a  ccr- 

^^  tain  degree  of  attachment  commonly  arifes  to  the  fountain 

"  froni  whence  an  independent  honour  flow  s.     OppofiCion 

^*  feldom  fettles  upon  the  perfons  who  are  raifed  to  dignity 

*'  by  favour  of  the  Crown,  it  having  fo  much  the  appearance 

"  of  Ingratitude,  one  of  the  mod  detefted  vices  j  and  it'  ever 

^^  a£is  dL faint  and  languid  psiri,  till  a  defcent  or  two  are  pad, 

*^  and  the  author  of  the  elevation  is  extinfl.  From  this  rea- 

foning  it  feems  tolerably  clear  to  me,  that  the  Legiflator, 

being  for  life,   and  deriving  his  confequence  from  the 

*^  Crown,  will  rather  incline  to //m/ yra/e ;  and  it  is  not 

**  probable  that  hisoppofition  would  in  any  inflance  be  ran^ 

*^  corous  or  fa^iious ;.  inafmuch  as,  though  his  lifc-eflate  is 

*^  fecure,  he  would  not.wifli  unneceflarilv  to  excite  the  re- 

*'  fentment  of  the  Crown,  or  exclude  his  defcehdants  or  con- 

*'  neSions,  perhaps,  from  fucceeding  afterwards  to  fucli  a 

"  port  of  honour  and  diftinction  in  their  native  country  :  in 

**  ihort,  this  idea  feems  to  admit  fuch  a  qualified  dcpendnicy^ 

"  as  will  attach  the  perfon  to  the  fide  of  the  Crown  in  that 

"  proportion  which  the  conftitution  itfelf  allows,  and  yet  fo 

**  much  real  independency^  as  will  make  him  fuperior  to  a£ls 

*'  of  meannefs,  fervility,  and  oppredlon.     Whether  thefe 

*^  fentiments  are  well-founded,  or  not,  I  fubmit  to  the  impar- 

**  tial  judgement  of  my  reader;  what  I  principally  mean  to 

*^  infer  is,  that  the  happinefs  of  thefe  colonies  much  de- 

<*  pends  upon  a  due  blending^  or  mixture j  of  power  aticj 

<<  dependence,  and  in  preferving  a  proper  fubordination  of 

«<  rank  and  civil  difcipline/' 

And 
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And.  in  pages  73  and  7S  o£  the  fame  pamphlet^  tliece  U 
another  paflage^  beginniog  with  the  word^,  '^  I  cannot  cIo(e 
(his  fiibjed,  &c/'  down  to  the  words,  ^' found  principles  (^ 
ibe  Engiyb  conjlitution^*'  p.  73,  1.  il,  th^t  is  worthy  of  thft 
reader's  attention.  And  the  late  Mr,  Andrew  Oliver,  (whp 
was,  firil.  Secretary,  and  afterwards  Lieutenant-governour,  of 
the  province  of  the  MaiTachufets  Bay,)  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Whately,  (who  had  been  fecretary  tQ 
^he  treafury  imder  the  late  Mr.  George  Grei^ville,)  dated 
Feb.  13,  1769,  writes  as  follows.  "  Yqu  obferve  upojj 
*'  two  defcfls  in  our  conftitution,  the  popular  election  pf 
^^  the  Council,  and  the  return  of  Juries  by  the  towns.  The 
'^  firft  of  thefe  arifes  from  the  charter  itfelf }  the  latter  from 
<'  our  provincial  laws.  As  to  the  appoii](tment  of  the 
f*  Council,  I  am  of  opinion  that  neither  the  popular  elec^^ 
5^  tions  in  this  province,  nor  their  appointment  (in  what 
^5  are  /called  tlie  royal  governments)  by  the  King's  math 
'^  4ammf  are  free  from  exceptions ;  especially  if  the  Council, 
5^  as  a  legifiative  body,  is  intended  to  anfwer  the  idea  of 
5^  the  Houfe  of  Lord^  iq.  the  Briiifli  legiflature.  There  they 
.'<  are  fuppoled  to  be  ^  fr^e  and  ipdependant  body ;  and^.on 
^'  their  being fuch^  the  (Irength  and  firmnefsof  the  ConCtifu* 
f^  tion  does  very  much  depend :  whereas  the  election,  or  ap- 
f<  poiutmentpf  the  Councils  in  the  manner  before- ipen tion? 
**  ed,  renders  them  altogether  dependant  on  their  conftitu- 
^'  ents.  Th^e  King  is  the  Fountain  of  Honour  ;  and,  as  fuch, 
<<  the  Peers  of  the  realm  d/erivc  their  honours  ffom  him.  But 
*<  then  they  hold  them  by  a  furer  tenure  than  the  Pror 
<<  vincial  Counfellor$,  who  are  appointed  by  mandamus. 
f*  On  the  other  hai^,  oqr  popular  eleSions  very  often  e^pofe 
f^  them  to  contempt :  for  pothing  is  more  common  than  for 
5*  the  Rtprefentatives,  i?vhen  they  find  the  Council  a  little 
>*  untra£lable  at  the  plofe  of  the  year,  to  r^minfl  them  that 
f'  May  is  at  band.  It  is  not  requifite,  that  I  know 
If  of,  that  a  Counfellor  (hould  be  a  ifrecholder.    Accord- 
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<^  ing  to  the  charter,  his  refid^ce  is  a  (ufficicnt  qiialifioation  ^ 
^*  for  thai  provides  only  that  he  be  an  inhabitant  of,  or 
^*  proprietor  of  lands  within,  the  di(hi£t  for  which  he  i^ 
^^  chofen :  whereas  the  peers  of  the  realm  fit  in  the  Houfe  of 
*^  Lords,  (as  I  take  it^)  in  virtue  of  their  baronies.  l( 
^*  there  fbould  be  a  reform  of  any  of  the  cojony^charters^ 
<*  with  a  view  to  keep^up  the  refemblance  of  the  three 
*^  eftates  in  England,  the  legiflative  Council  fbould  confift 
'^  of  men  of  landed  eftates.  fiut,  as  our  landed  eftates 
^*  here  are  fmall  at  pr^lent,  the  yearly  value  ofjS,  loo 
*^  fterling  per  afmum  mi^ht,  in  fome  of  them  at  I^aft,  be  a 
**  fufficient  qualification.  As  our  eftates  are  partible  after 
**  the  deceafe  of  the  proprietor,  the  honpur  could  not  be 
*^  tonttnued  m  families,  as  in  England.  itmight»  however, 
<^  he  continued  in  the  perfon  appointed  quan^iu  fe  beni 
«<  gefferit^  and  proof  might  be  required  of  fome  mal-prac- 
•*  tice  before  a  fufpcnfion,  or  removal.  Bankruptcy,  alfo, 
*'  might  be  another  ground  for  removal.*' — ^«*The  King 
^*  might  have  the  immediate  appointment  [of  thefe  cpun* 
V  feilors]  by  maniamv^j  as  at  prefent  in  the  royal  govem- 
*•  ments.^* — ^^Befides  Ibis  legiflative  council,  a  privy  coun- 
«•  cil  might  be  eftabli(hed.**  Thefe  authorities  are  furely 
very  refpeSable,  and  of  prodigious  weight  in  favour  of  fuch 
an  amendment  of  the.  conftitutlons  of  the  King's  Councils 
in  North-Amerjipa.  Alterations  of  thofe  governments  in 
£ivour  of  liberty,  that  are  fuggefted  and  recommended  by 
fuch  friends  toGreat-Britain  as  the  authors  of  the  foregoing 
paflages,  feem  to  be  indifputably  reafonable,  and  expedient, 
and  fit  to  be  adopted  by  Great-Britaiu. 

£LSVENTHLT.">-Vro  declare,  by  refolutions  in  both 
Koufes  of  Parliament,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  require  the 
American  colonies  to  contribute  any  thing  toward  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  national  debt  already  contra£ted,  in  any  mode 
whatfoever,  either  by  taxes  to  be  impofed  by  the  Ifritiih 
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parliai^/ent  or  by  ffanu  in  their  own  aflemblletj  or  in 
any  other  manner  wha^tfoevcr ;  but  only  that  it  is  jaft 
that  they  Ihould  contribute  i^  a  reafonable  proportion, 
fuitedto  their  several  ahilitief^  to  ihcfyiure  expencesof  the 
^riti(h  empire,  that  are  of  a  general  mature,  and  relate  to 
all  the  dominions  of  the  Crown^  and  of  which  they  re$p 
the  benefit,  as  well  as  the  inhabitant^  of  Qreat-Britain. 

TwELFTHLT, — To  offer  an  act  of  pardon,  indemnity, 
and  oblivion  to  all  the  iVlP^nc^os  who  have  offended  the 
laws,  upon  their  laying^down  their  arms,  and  returning  to 
the  obedience  of  the  Crown  withip  a  licnitcd  time :  with- 
put  making  any  exceptions  whatfbever,  not  even  of  Ikfr. 
Samuel  Adams  and  Mr.  Hancook. 

By  fuch  a  plan  the  principal  caufes  of  u^eaGnefs  and  dif- 
content  amongft  the  Americans  would,  as  I  conceive,  be 
Uken-away  ;  and,  copfequently,  if  th^y  are  Sncere  in  tbeit 
^eelaratiops  of  a  defire  to  continue  conpefied  with  Greatr 
^ritain,  (as  it  feems  highly  prpbable  that  all  the  polonies,  ex^ 
ceptthofe  of New-Englapd, lire;  and,  pierhaps, even  iii diofe 
cQlonies,  tbere  may  be  many  perfons  of  the  fame  4ifpo* 
Stion  ^)  it  feems  reasonable  to  hope  that  it  would  be  gene- 
rally approved  and  accepted  by  them ;  and  yet  the  fupr^eme 
authority  of  thp  Farliament  of  QreM*9ritajn  Mropid  not  be 

fiven-np. 
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ON  THE  INEXPEDIENCY  OF  ESTABI.ISHING  BISHOPS^ 

IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  ADVERTi^sESr. 


SIR,  March  24,  I77-S, 

I  SOME  days  ago  obferved  that  it  feemcd  to  be  neceflaryj^ 
in  the  prefent  happy  difpofition  of  the  miniftry  to  meafures 
of  Concilia-tiorij  to  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  the  Ameri- 
cans concerning  the  eftabliihment  of  Biftiops  amongft  them 
by  the  authority  of  the  Crown^  or  of  the  Parliament,  This 
meafure  I  recommended,  as  being  effential  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  intended  treaty  with  America ;  there  being  no  rea- 
fon  to  expeft  that  the  Americans  will  ever  return  to  the 
allegiance  of  the  Crown  without  a  full  fecurity  in  this  im- 
portant article.  As  a  proof  of  their  anxiety  upon  this 
fubjedl,  I  will  now  cite  a  paffage  from  one  of  their  publick 
papers,  written  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1768,  when  fevr 
perfons,  either  there  or  in  this  country,  could  imagine 
that  the  diflenfions  then  fubfifting  between  the  two  coun- 
tries would  in  fo  (hort  a  time  have  rifen  to  their  prefent 
dreadful  height.  And  we  may  well  fuppofe,  that  what 
they  then  were  anxious  to  obtain,  they  will  not  now  re- 
ceed-from.  In  the  publick  letter  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1768,  to  Mr.  Dennis  De  Bcrdt,  who  was  at 
that  time  their  agent  in  England,  (which  is,  indeed,  a  mod 
able  performance,  and  well  worthy  every  gentleman's  peru- 
Dal;  fee  Almon's  Remembrancer,  nnmber  34,  page  167, 
and  feq.)  there  is  the  following  pafTa^e  : 

«   The  eftablifliment  of   a    Proteflant    Epifcopatc   in 

'  **  America  is  alfo  very  zealoufly  contended-for.     And   it 

"  is  very  alarming  to  a  people,  whofe  fathers,  from  the 

"  hardfhips 
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^^  hardfhips  ihey  fuflfered  under  fuch  an  e(labli(hnienf| 
^*  were   obliged  to  fly  from   their  native  country  into  a 
'^  wildernefs,  in  order  peaceably  to  enjoy  their  privileges, 
^*  civil   and   religious.     Their  being  threatened  with  the 
**  lofs  of  both  at  once  muft  throw  them  into  a  very  tlifar 
f  grccable  fituation.     We  hope  in  God  fuch  an  establifhr 
'^  ment  will  never  take  place  in  America;  and  we  defire 
**  you  will  ftrenuoufly  oppofe  it.    The  revenue  raiied  in 
^'  America,  for  aught  we  can  tell,  may  be  as  conftituti- 
^*  onally  applied  towards  the  fupport  of  Prelacy  as  of  foldi* 
*'  ers  and  penfioners.     If  the  property  of  the  fubjeft  is 
**  taken  from  him  without  his  confent,  it  is  immaterial 
^*  whether  it  be  done  by  one  man  or  five  hundred,  or 
**  whether  it  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  Ecclefiaftical  or 
'*  Military  power,  or  both.     It  may  Be  well  worth  thp 
*'  confideration  of  the  bed  politician  in  Great-firitain  or 
*'  America,  what  the  natural  tendency  is  of  a  vigorous 
*'  purfuit  of  thefe  meafures."     This  paflage,  I  prefume, 
is  a  fafficicnt  proof  of  the  dread  and  averfion  the  Americans 
entertain  for  the  efiablifliment  of  Epifcopacy  amongftthem* 
Nor  were  they  apprehenfive  without  reafon  that  fuch  a 
meafure  was  in  agitation.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  when  the 
Britifh  parliament  pafled  the  a^for  impofing  a  damp-duty    V 
in  America,  in  the  year  1765,  they  enumerated,  amongft  the    ( 
written  inflruments  that  were  made  liable  to  pay  that  duty,      ;i 
the  fcveral  inflruments  of  Ecclefiafiical  law  which  arc  ufed  in     '' 
the  courts  of  Ecclefiaflical,  or  Epifcopal,  jurifdiSion  here 
in  England,  as  Citations,  Moi^itories,  fentences  of  Excom- 
munication, and  the  like:  and  it  is  reported  with  confi- 
dence, that,  when  the  late  Mr.  George  Grenville,  (who  was,  >&«*  ^' 
3t  that  time,  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafurv,  and  Chancellor  of  "^T  "  ' 
the  Exchequer)  was  cold  that  the  Enumeration  of  these*  in- 
flruments was  unneceflary,  as  no  fuch  courts  were  known 
in  America,  he  replied,  that,  though  fuch  courts  were  not  as 
yet  eftabliftied  in  America,  yet  it  was  very  poflible  that  they 
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inight  be  eft^liAed  thete  in  fom.e  fiiUire  period^  aod  lba| 
then  it  would  be  proper  that  thofe  inftrup^ents  ihojiiIJ  pay 
the  (lampTduty ;  and  accorrdingly  the  £nuinerati.on  of  ibefe 
Ecckfiaftical  Inftruments  was  continued  in  the  flainpr^fit ; 
jfod  this  is  faid  to  have  excited  in  the  minds  of  thp  AmerU 
cans  a  new  apprehenfion  of  a  deiign  of  this  kind  in  the 
government  of  Great-Britain.  I  fay,  Mr.  Printer,  a  neug 
apprehenfion  of  this  kind,  bcpaufe  they  had  more  than 
once  been  alarmed  with  an  apprebenfion  of  this  danger 
before,  from  the  great  zeal  (hown  upon  thi§  fubje£i  by 
feme  of  the  mod  eminent  Knglifli  bifliops  in  the  lai^ 
reign,  amongft  whom  I  ))elieve  I  may  reckon  the  tw0 
famous  bilhops  of  London,  Dr.  Gibfon  and  Dr.  Sherlock, 
and  moil  certainly  the  late  Dr.  3.epk^r,  archbi(bop  of 
Canterbury,  who  (though  he  had  been  bred  amoi^fl  th^ 
^rotefiant  Diffienters,  and  in  the  former  pf|rt  of  his  Itf^  had 
embraced  the  profefiion  of  ^fayfick  ix^  one  or  other  of  iia 
branches,)  was  remarkable  for  an  uncommpn  degree  of  zeal 
for  Epifcopacy,  and  a  moft  ardent  defire  to  extend  its  influx* 
fncc  to  America. 

But  this  alarm,  which  had  been  excited  amongft  the 
Americans  by  the  Enumeration  of  the  InflrunYents  ufed  by 
£ccl^fiallical  courts  in  the  damp-act,  was  greatly  increafec) 
by  a  pamphjet  written  in  (be  province  of  either  New- Jerfey 
or  New- York,  in  the  year  1766,  or  17679  in  favour  of  the 
nieafure  of  eftablifliing  a  Proleftant  Biihop  in  America. 
This  pamphlet  was  generally  fuppofed  to  b^  writ|eu  by 
Dr,  Qhandler,  a  clergyqian  of  the  churcl^  of  England, 
who  was  mini(ler  of  a  church-of-England  congregation 
at  Elizabeth- town,  in  New-Jerfey,  about  fifteen  mites 
from  New- York.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  ably  and  plaufi- 
b)y*  written,  and  to  h^v^  made  a  firong  imprelfion  both 
on  the  members  of  the  church  of  England  in  North- 
Anericaj  aad  particularly  In  thofe  two  province^  of  New^ 
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|erfey  and  New-York,  and  on  feveral  men  of  power  f n^ 
Influence  in  Great-Britain^  fb  as  to  excite  in  them  # 
jflrong  defire  of  caufing  the  meafare  of  eftablifbing  a  bilhop 
in  America  to  b^  adopted.  At  leaft  this  was  foppofed  by 
the  Americans  to  be  the  effed  of  it.  For^  foon  aft^r  the 
publication  of  this  pamphlet^  the  diflenters  from  the 
church  of  England  in  New-York^  being  much  alarmed  by 
an  opinion  of  this  kind^  fet  on  foot  a  periodical  paper 
to  anfwer  the  dodlrines  and  fuggefiions  contained  in  it^ 
which  they  called  ibe  American  IVbig,  and  in  which 
all  the  ads  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion  that  had  formerly  been 
committed  by  bifiiops  of  all  forts^  proteftants  as  well  as 
papifis,  and  particularly  thofe  done  by  archbiOiop  Laud* 
bi(hop  N^l^  and  bi(bop  Wren^  in  King  Charles  the  Firft'a 
time^  (which  occafion^d  the  great  emigration  of  the  Puritans 
to  America^  about  the  year  1630,  by  which  the  New- 
England  colonies  were  firft  eiiectually  peopled^)  were 
,  brought  afrefii  to  light,  and  painted  in  the  ftrongeft 
colours.  This  American  IVhig  came-out  either  once  a 
week  pr  once  a  fprtnight>  (I  forget  which,)  during  all  the 
year  1767,  and  revived  all  the  ancient  apprehenfions  and 
anin^ofities  againft  bifliops,  which  for  a  long  time  before 
had  (with  but  a  few  interruptions)  gradually  fubfidedL 
This  paper  (a?  we  might  naturally  fuppofe  it  would  do) 
produced  a  paper  in  anfwer  to  it,  which  alfo  was  publiflied 
periodically,  a^  well  as  the  American  IVbig,  and  at  the 
fame  intervals  of  time  one  from  the  other,  thi^t  is,  once  a 
week,  or  once  a  fortnight.  It  bore  a  tremendous  title,  and 
was  written,  as  far  as  I  remember,  in  a  ftyU  of  great 
haughtinefs  and  infolence.  It  wa^  entitled,  A  Scourge  for 
the  American  Whig ;  by  Timothy  Tickle,  Esq*  and  to  this 
Scourge  a  reply  was  written,  in  defence  of  the  American 
Whig^  and  entitled,  A  Kkhfor  the  Whipper ;  by  Sir  lioae 
Foot;  which  was  likewife  a  periodical  paper,  that  came* 
#utonce  a  week  or  4)nce  a  fortnight.    AU  thefe  three 
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|npcf8  were  printed  at  Xcw-York,  in  tjic  years  1767  and 

176^,  and  had  the  ill  effect  of  fetting  the  minds  of  th^ 

people  of  America  in    general,   but  particularly  of  th^ 

pcQp(e  in  that  city  and  province,  of  the  tWQ  oppofite  kSts 

of  EpifcapaUans  and  Prelbyterians,  very  much  upon  th^ 

fret  aigainft  each  other,  fo  ^s  to  dcflroy  9II  Chridian  iovp 

and  affection   in   them  towards  each  oihcr.     And  it  was, 

l^robably^  in  confequcnce  of  the  ftrment  caufcd  by  thefe 

l^apers^  and  of  the  apprehcniion  of  having  a  bifliop  efta- 

blilbed  in  America,  which  had  occafioned  the  wj  iling  then^ 

that  the  Houfe  of  Kcprcfentaiivcs  of  ihc  province  of  the 

JVIafiachufetts-Bay  iurcrted  the  abpve-rccited  paragraph  iq 

.their  letter  to  Mr,   De  Berdt,  their  agent,  dcfiring  hitu 

.to  .ufe  hU  utpiotl  eJorts  to  prevent  fo  dangerous  au  eftar 

Uifbment. 

But,  if  the  publication  of  Pr.  Chandler's  pamphlet  wa^ 
iufficleat  to  alarm  the  Americans  wi(h  the  apprehenfion 
of  having  a  bi(hop  eftablifhed  amongd  them,  how  mucU 
more  would  tiiey  be  alarmed   (if  they  were  again  fubjcf^ 
to.  the  Crown)  at  the  declaration  contained  in  the  fermpn  0/ 
the  Archbifhop  of  York  *,  that  fuph  a  meafure  w^^  become 
indifpenfably  ncceflary  ?     Such  a  deglar2(tion   from  fuch  a 
peifon  (who  has  been  many  years  preceptor  Iq  the  heir- 
app:irent  of  the  Crown,  aud  has  fince  been  promoted  to  the 
feeond  ftation  of  dignity  in  the  church,  as  ^  n^ark  of  his 
Majefty's  approbation  of  bis  cond-:6l  and  principles)  would 
be  cQnfidercd  by  them  as  an  auihentick,  publick,  notif^c^tjoi^ 
that  a  defign  of  this  kind  was  deliberately  refolved-op  i^ 
the  cabinet,  and  would  of  itfelf,  if  every  thing  elfe  was 
fettled  to  their  fatisfaciion,    be  ahuod  fu^cient  to  driv^ 
them  into   a  new   rebellion.     The   paffage  in  which  hi^ 
Grace  makes  this  declaration  concerning  the  cftablifliment 
of  bifbops  in  America,  is  as  follows  : 


•  Dr.  William  Markhani,  in  a  Sermon  preached  before  the  Sxitty 
for  propagating  the  Gospel^  on  the  21s(  tlav  of  February,  1777. 
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**  We  may  how  perhaps  drfcover  a  raV  of  brlghlnefs; 
**  But  for  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  it  we  niuft  reiy 
**  on  the  wifidom  of  our  goveiiioufs,  in  confidence  that 
"  neceffity  will  at  laft  provide  thofe  remedies  which  fentf- 
"  fight  did  not :  that  the  dependarice  of  the  colonies  may 
be  no  longer  nominal.  And  for  our  fpintual  interefis^ 
we  hope  the  reafoning  which  Was  fo  juft  in  the  cafe  of 
"  Canada,  ***  that,  if  you  allowed  their  religion,  you  mull 
"  allow  a  maintenance  for  their  clergy/*'  will  be  thought, 
"  at  leaft,  equally  ftrong  when  it  pleads  for  otii-own 
**  church ;  that  ihdfe  who  are  difpofed  to  worlhtp  God 
^*  in  peace  and  charity,  may  be  thought  entitled  to  a 
^  regular  and  decent  fuppart  for  their  minifters;  that 
•*  they  may  not  continue  to  want  the  important  office  of 
*'  Confirmation,  without  the  bc'nefit  of  which  even  a  Tolc^ 
^*  ration  is  not  compleat ;  and  that  thofe  who  have  a  call 
*'  to  the  miniftry,  may  not  be  obliged  to  feck  Ordination 
''*  at  iin  expenfe  which  is  very  grievous,  and  with  tlic 
**  hazard  of  a  long  voyaLre,  which  has  been  already  fatal 
'^  to  many  of  them.  We  have,  furely,  a  right  to  cxpeft 
**  that  the  only  Eftabliflied  church  fliould  not,  againfi  all 
*'  example,  remain  in  a  flate  of  opprefSon,  and  that« 
*'  whatever  encouragements  may  be  afforded,  they  (liould 
'^  rather  beybr  the  profeffing  it  than  agaivjl  \ij* 

This  palTage,  I  prefume,  cannbt  poflSbly  be  underflood 
in  any  other  fenfe  tlfan  as  a  declaration  that,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  Governments  of  the  American  colonies  mufl 
be  new-modelled,  and  made  lefs  popular,  and  more  de-* 
pendant  on  the  Crown,  than  they  now  are ;  and  likewife 
that  a  powerful  ftanding-amiy  muft  be  kept  in  them,  to 
fecure  their  future  obedience,  or  to  the  end  that  their 
d^ependance  may  be  no  longer  nominal 'j  and  adly,  that 
tythes,  or  fome  other  tax,  ought  to  be  impofed  on  the  laity 
in  America    for    the   fupport  of  the  church-of-England 

Clergy 
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Ctergy,  m  (be  fame  manner  as  has  been  done  in  Canada 
for  thie  maiiitenance  of  the  Rixnifli  clei^ ;  and  3dly^  that 
one  or  more  Proteflant  Biihops  onght  t6  be  eftabliflied  in 
America^  who  (hould  be  corillantTy  rcfident  there,  to  Or-^ 
dain  elergymen,  and  adminifter  the  office  of  Confirmation. 
Now  either  of  thefe  meafuresi  taken  feparately,  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  excite  the  Cdonifts  to  rebellion,  if  they 
had  been  in  perfeft  peace  with  Britain  before  they  had  been 
nndertaken.  It  is  therefore  neceflary  to  give  the  Americaxia 
the  fulled  parliamentary  fecurity  that  they  never  will  be  at-^ 
tempted ;  and  nlore  particularly  the  laft  meafure,  of  fettling 
a  biihop  amongft  them,  becaufe  that  is  a  meafure  that  hal 
been  mention^  by  many  other  perfons  of  weight  and  influ** 
ence  in  Englatid  before  the  Arcbbi(hop  of  York,  and  hzi 
l^ven  the  Americans  great  iineafineis. 

A  Ttiinvu  TO  Recokciliatiok. 
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A  i^ARAtHRASE  ON  A  PASSAGE  IN  A  SERMON  ^REACHED* 
BY  THE  MOST  REVEREND  DR,  WILLUM  MARKHAM. 
ARCHBISHOP  OF  YORK,  BEFORE  TOE  SOCIETY  FOR 
pkoPAGATINO  THE  GOSPEU  ON  THE  aiH  OF  FEBRIM 
ARY,  1777} 

WH£N  it  was  expected  by  the  FERtol««  WHO  ilAl3i  a1>V»EI> 
THE  AMERICAN  WAR,  THAT  THE  REVOLTED  COLONIES  IM 
AMERICA  WOULD  SOON  BR  INT1RELY  iUBDrED^AND  BEDUCBD 
TO  THE  OBEDIENCE  Off  THE  BRITISH  P ARLIAMENT« 

Thb  paSkgt  iifelf^  which  is  here  inufided  to  be  para* 

phrafedi  is  in  thefe  words.     *^   Our  ptoJpeQs  indeed  bavt 

^*  been  long  dark.     We  may  now,  perhaps,  dif cover  a  ray 

^*  ofbrigbtnefs.     But  for  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  it 

^*  we  mufl  rely  on  tbe  wifdom  of  our  Governours  j  in  confix 

'*  dence  tbat  Necejj^ty  wUl  at  J  aft  provide  tiofe  remedUs  ^ 

'*  wbicb   Forefi^bt  did  'not  I  that   tbe  dependance  of  tb4   i 

"  colonies  may  be  no  longer  nomindL     And^  fhr  our  Spirit 

*^  tual  intereftSf  we  hope  tbe  reajoning  wbicb  wasfojuft  in 

'*  tbe  cafe  ofCaisada,  ^**  Tbat^  if  you  allowed  tbeir  religion^ 

**  you  mufl  allow  a  maintenance  for  tbeir  Clergy,***  will  bi 

'*  tbougbt  at  leaft  equally  frong  tOben  it  pleads  for  our  own 

^<  Cburcb  :  tbat  tbofe  wha  are  difpofed  to  worfbip  God  iii 

'*  peace  and  cbarity,  may  be  iboUgbt  entitled  to  a  regular 

**  and  decent  fupport  for  tbeir  minifters  i^^tbat  tbey  may  noi^ 

'*  continue  towant  the  important  office  of  Confirmation  5  witb* 

'*  cut  tbe  benefit  of  wbicb  even  a  Toleration  is  not  compleatf 

a  — »anJ  that  thofe  who  have  a  call  to  tbe  miniftry  may  not 

*^  he  obliged  to  feek  Ordination  at  an  expence  wbicb  is  very 

**  grievous,  and  with  tbe  hazards  of  a  long  voyage,  wbicb 

*^  bos  been  already  fatal  to  many  of  them.     IVe  have  fur  elf 

*'  a  fight  to  expeB,  that  tbe  only  EJlahli/bed  Cburcb  fbouli 

**  not,  again/1  all  example,  remain  in  a  /late  of  oppref/ion^ 

**  and 
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**  and  ibatf  whatever  encouragements  may  be  afforded^ 
*/  tbey  Jbotdd  rather  be  for  the  prof  effing  it  than  again/l 

*^  As  to  tUbdt  relates  to  the  delinquents^  we^  for  our 
^  parts^  Jhouldjwijbjo  fayy  *"  Go^  and  Jin  no  morei**  Bui 
•*  tbelnterefls  of  great  States  require  Jecuritiet  that  afe  not 
"  precarious.'* 

This  paflage  is  «xprefll>d  in  fmooth  and  plaufible  language : 
but  it  contains  a  variety  of  moil  bitter  propofitions.  I  pre-> 
fume  It  may  be  fairly  paraphrafed  in  the  following  man- 
tier. 

"  Our  profpc£l5  of  reducing  the  rebel  Americans  to  au 
•^  unconditional  fubmiOion  to  the  auihofity  of  the  ftiother- 
**  country,  fince  the  breaking- out  of  the  pfcfeut  troubles^ 
**  have,  till  lately,  Been  but  gloomy.  Their  armies  hdd  in- 
**  vaded  and  reduced  all  Canada  to  their  obedience,  in  the 
"  winter  of  the  year  1^75,  except  the  (ingle  town  of  Que-t 
•*  beck  ; — and  bad  blocked-up  General  Howe,  >Viih  alF  thcj 
*^  Britifli  troops  that  were  then  in  New-England,  within 
**  the  town  of  Bofton  during  the  fame  winter,  and  had  at 
*^  lad  obliged  him  to  abandon  it  in  the  month  of  March  of 
*'  the  following  year  1776,  and  fly  with  his  army  to  Halifax 
*^  in  Nova  Scotia  ; — and  they  had  repulfed  the  Britifh  fleet 
*'  and  army  under  the  command  of  General  CUnton  and 
•*  Sir  Peler  barker,  in  an  atternpt  they  made  in  the  fame 
*•'  year  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  Charles-Town  in  South 
"  Carolina  : — infoinuch  that,  about  half  a  year  ago^ 
«'  neither  his  Majefty's  troops,  nor  thofe  fubjefts  of  his 
*'  Majefty  in  America  who  had  preferved  their  allegiance 
*'  to  him,  pofll'rtcd  a  fingle  foot  of  land  throughout  all  the 
**  thirteen  revolted  colonies.     But   now  of  late  the  for- 

• 

i*  tune  of  the  war  has  begun  to  change.  A  ray  of  bright - 
««  nefs  has  broke- forth  in  the  fuccefles  of  the  army  under 
•«  Sir  William  Howe  in  New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  and 

«  of 
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*'  of  tbut  under  GcBef»l  Burgoyoe  and  General  Carlelon 
*'  in  Canada.  The  fiege  of  Quebeck  ba»  been  raifed>  9od 
"  the  whole  of  that  extenfivt  province  recovered  by  lbe 
'^  litter  generals;  and  the  principal  army  of  the  rebel 
<*  Americans  has  been  defeated  by  General  Howe  in  Long 
**  Ifland  i  and  tbey  have  been  fince  driven  from  their  forti- 
*^  fied  pofts  at  New«York  and  King's  Bridge,  and  frQni 
"  their  forts  near  Hudfon's  river ;  and  great  part  of  the 
"  provinces  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey  has  been  rcdu- 
"  ced  to  the  obedience  of  the  Britiih  Crown : — And,  frotn 
*^  the  precipitate  manner  in  which  the  American  arm^ 
**  has  every  where  fled  before  the  Britifli  troops,  there  is 
good  ground  to  hope  that,  in  the  courfe  of  one  more 
campaign,  the  whole  appearance  of  refiftance  to  the 
authority  of  Great-Britain  in  America  will  be  at  an  end. 
•*  Tbgn  will  be  the  time  for  confirming  and  rivetting  the 
"  dominion  of  the  Mother-country  over  thofe  turbulent 
''  and  ungrateful  dependencies,  by  making  fuch  wife  and 
*'  efiedual  civil  regulations  as  (hall  prevent  a  return  of  the 
<^  prefent  difturbances  j— regulations  which  ought  to  hav& 
<*  been  made  long  ago  by  the  government  of  Great-Bri.-^ 
^*  tain,  if  that  government  had  had  a  proper  degree  of  fore-? 
*'  fight  and  attention  to  the  fcditious  and  republican  prin- 
'^  ciples  that  bad  long  prevailed  in  thofe  colonics,  and  tgi 
*'*  the  mifchiefs  which  thofe  principles  were  likely  one  day 
'*  to  produce.  They  will;  however,  be  now  made  at  lafV 
''  fince  the  wapt  of  them  has  been  fo  fatally  experienoedt 
The  dependance  of  thofe  colonies  oti  Great-Britain  vyrill 
be  no  longer  nominal^  but  real  znf^Jlrong  9Xii  permanent^ 
in  confequence  of  thef(?  new  regulations  which  NeceQity 
will  have  taught  the  BritiQ)  governi^ent  at  length  W 
«<  eftablifli. 

*«  What  tbefe  regulations  will  be,  cannot  yet  be  known 
^  with  certainty.    But^  from  the  meafures  which  the  wif^^ 
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«  dom  of  Parliament  hss  already  adopted  tviih  refpcd  to 
^  fome  paitsof  North- America,  we  may  conjedure  that 
**  they  will  not  be  Tery  different  from  tfaoft;  thatfollow, 

'*  In  the  fird  place^  the  democratical  charters  of  Con- 
*'  ne£iicut  and  Rhoderliland  (which  veft  in  the  people  of 
*'  tbofc  provinces  the  right  of  aunimlly  choofing  their  own 
**  Governors,  Councils^  and  Aflemblies  without  any  inter- 
•*  ference  of  the  crown,)  will  be  either  totally  aboli(hed,  as 
'*  abfurd  and  incompatibl/e  with  the  genius  of  the  Britifli 
'/  government,  (which,  though  in  fome  refpefis  limited,  is, 
<'  in  its  eiTence  and  princijJe,  monarchical,)  or  will  be 
*f  greatly  altered  by  the  wifdoni  of  the  Britifli  legiflatiire, 
*f  and. rendered  more  dependant  on  the  crown ;  as  the  char. 
**  ter  of  that  other,  and  mod  turbulent,  province  of  New 
**  England,  the  Maffachufett's  Bay,  (though  lefs  democrat!* 
"  cal  than  the  two  former,)  was  in  the  year  1774,  by  the 
^  advice  of  thofe  eminent  (latcfmen^  Lord  North  and  Lord 
f*  George  Germaine*. 

'*  In  the  fecond  place,  the  proprietary  governments  of 
*^  Penfylvania  and  Maryland  will,  mod  probab'y,  be  alfo 
*'  corre£led  by  the  fame  wife  and  fupreme  legiflature;  and 
«*  the  powers  of  government  which  are  vefted  by  the  char- 
•*  ters  of  tbofe  colonies  in  the  heirs  of  William  Penn  and 
^^  Lord  Baltimore,  (the  founders  of  them,)  will  be  refumed 
^  into  the  king's  hands,  upon  reafonable  compenfations  in 
'^  honour  and  profit  made  to  the  faid  heirs  for  the  lofs  of 
'^  thofe  hereditary  jurifdiflbions,  and  will  be  annexed  perpetu- 
•*  ally  to  the  crown,  from  which  they  ought  never  to  have 
**  been  feparated.  This  meafure  we  may  confider  as  almoft 
^'  fure  of  being  adopted  in  the  new  regulation  of  the  Ame- 

•  See  Almou's  Parliamentary  Debates  for  the  year  I774»  pages 

*•  rican 


€€ 
t< 


85 

I 

'^  rican  colonies  that  is  now  in  contemplation^  on  account 
*'  of  its  indifpenfable  importance  towards  eftablifhing  that 
'*  dependance  of  thofe  colonies  on  Great-Britain  which  ii 
•*  fo  much  the  obje£k  of  our  wiflies. 

*'  And,  thirdly,  we  may  fuppofe  that  in  the  faid  province 
**  of  Penfylvania,  (in  which,  hitherlo,  can  you  believe  it  ? 
**  there  has  been  no  council  to  balance  and  controul  the 
'*  aflembly  elefted  by  the  people,)  the  wifdom  of  parlia« 
"  ment  will  think  it  neceflary  to  eftabli(h  a  council  that 
"  (hall  be  compofed  of  perfons  of  the  grealefl  weight  and 
"  dignity  in  the  province,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Crosyn, 
'*  and  who  (hall  alfo  be  removeable  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
•*  Crown.  And  it  fcems  probable,  alfo,  that  the  number  of 
counfellors  fo  to  be  appointed  will  be  made  variable  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  Crown  between  the  numbers  of  ttvelvs 
counfellors  and  thirty-Jix^  or  fome  other  pretty  diftant 
'^  limits;  fo  that  the  king,  in  his  royal  wifdom,  may,  at 
'^  any  time,  either  add  to,  or  take  from,  the  faid  coun- 
"  cil  a  great  number  of  members,  whenever  he  (hall  think 
**  the  members  already  belonging  to  it  not  fufficiently  at- 
**  tentive  to  the  maintenance  of  his  royal  prerogative. 
"  For  this  has  been  already  done  with  refpeft  to  the  new 
**  council  eAabli(hed  in  the  MaflTachufeti's  Bay  by  the  lattf 
**  judicious  aft  for  amending  their  charter,  which  was" 
"  pa(red  in  the  year  1774  by  the  advice  of  the  aforefaid 
"  great  (latefmen.  * 

"  In  the  fourth  place,  we  may  hope  that  sell  the  judged 
^'  and  (heriflfs,  and  other  officers  of  juftice  in  the  feverat 
"  provinces  in  America,  will  be  made  compleatly  depen- 
**  dant  on  the  Crown,  fo  as  to  be  both  nominated  by  the 
**  king,  and  removeable  by  him  at  his  pleafure,  inftead  of 
either  being  eleded  by  the  people,  (as  they  now  are  in 
fome  of  the  colonies  by  virtue  of  their  unfortunate  char- 
**  ters,)  or  of  being  appointed  by  the  crown  in  a  permanent 
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'*  mtmer^  or  during  thctr  Uves  of  good  bebftvioiu*,  is  ihc 
'*  jodgfs  afe  appointed  here  in  Euglam].  And  al  the  fime 
*^  tttn^  we  may  prcfume  that  the  Briti(h  PaTliame&t,  or  the 
*'  Crown,  will  take  care  to  incresffe  the  falaries  of  ihefe 
"  jtjciges  and  other  officer^  of  juftice  in  every  province,  fo 
'^  as  to  make  tbtrir  offices  become  objeAs  of  ambition  and 
^'  competition  to  all  th^moA  able  and  a£tive  hwyer^inlhc 
^^  province^  who  will  thereby  be  induced  to  vie  with  eachr 
^  other  in  duty  aiid  loyalty  to  the  king's  majeflyi  and  in 
^  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  his  Royal  Prerogative,  in  or* 
^*  der  to  obtath  them«  This  will  be  a  mod  ufeful  regulation^ 
*V.and  carfnot  fail  of  proddcing  the  beft  effeds  :  and  it  ha# 
'•  been  already  adopted  in  the  important  province  of  the 
*^  Maflachufelt's  Bay  with  refpe^i  to  the  judgjes  of  the  fupe-^ 
**  riotn*  court  there, 

*'  In  the  fifth  place,  w6  may  furely  tX\>t&  that  the  BritiOi 
*<  government  will  greatly  iiicreafe  the  number  of  officers 
"  employed  in  the  eolle£lion^of  the  cudoms  in  America, 
**  and  in  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  trado 
<-*  antongft  th(^m,  which  have  hitherto,  been  mod  (bamefully 
<<  evaded.  This  will  be  doubly  uleful}  inafmueh  as  it  will 
**  noi  only  4^x\d  to  produce  the  juil  and  full  execution  of 
<<  Chofe  laws,  but  will  create  a  new  fet  of  perfons  dependani 
*<  on  the  Crowni  and  dtfpofed  to  fupport  its  Prerogative^ 
^  This  has  already  been  done  in  (bme  degree  by  ere&iog 
^  the  Board  of  Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms  for  North- 
^*  Axrierida,  with  handfome  falaries  of  500/.  a  year  a  piece. 
^*  But  much  knore  of  the  fame  kind  remains  fo  be  done  in 
'^  ordtr  to  give  this  meafurf  its  full  and  proper  effed:. 

<<  In  the  fixih  place,  it  feems  by  no  means  improbable 
^  that  a  inoft  judicious  piece  of  policy  which  has  lately  been 
^  adopted  with  refpedl  to  the  great  provitice  of  Quebeck^ 
'/  nlay  be  extended  to  the  other  provinces  of  North-Aae^ 
^  rica :  I  mean  the  meifure  bf  annexing  it  friary  of  lOO^ 
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^  ^lUng  n  yenr  iplU  pffi^  of  it  .vounWIpr  oTihc  f  D^vipot, 
^'  ^  go^mh^r  of  jtP  iegiilMive  f:<MiDi^y.  Fpr  U  ifi  oi^vlotH 
^^  ihitt  fiH^  «  ^e«AKe»  if  ext^nd«d  ti9  ihot^  Qlbcr  prpvinctt, 
^  vpttld  gneatly  «opUibgte  Ho  k«f p  ^  mfiobf^S  «if  the 
^  iever^l  pQURcils'pf  ^bem  ;ip  n  kabii  pf  jCOi>ftafH  lileli^ly  and 
^  utMcbAiqAt  t<)  :Lb^  Hit£vefl0  of  (U  Crown  itfvl  Qf  <6f ea<- 

^*l0  flMeriimmfb  pillowy II  wUIiei^i4«9»tl^*  be  proper  to rlniiW 
*^  Art*,  or  «it3i)f^^  io  aH  ^  pfincipul  lowi)9  pf  Jiar*- 
'^^  Amerio^a  md  libewife  At  tbcsno^hs  of  aH  \hc  j^riucipai 
"  rwfi*  therti  nwrc  .efpfQiftliy  ^t  Bofipa,  JDJew-YpA, 
f  Philftdd^phia,  Albany  jn  ih^  pffQiiinc^of  Nnnz-Yorkj  and 
•*  Charles^T»«^i  ill)  Sowth-Cwolbii,  nod  M  the  oioiHbs^f 
^*  ibc  rivicMiP  CfGUAQcAicwilv  Hudfoo,  »d  JDeUwiane  j«rand  vo 
"  ^eep^p  ftrong  garrifoDS  j»  tthefio  ;  in  order  |to  icur^  the 
**  Ji^eDtiom&n/stjfibe  pec^,  <ttid  Ae  beep  them  in  'that 
^  ftaKe  of  .p$:ace  a&4  fobjeAioii  to  \he  <:rown  to  which  wc 
**  hame  r^afon  to  hope  they  will  Jbew  be  rpduc^^d.  "The 
^^  nuaiber  of  iroops  j^quHHe  for  tbi«  faliHary  puFjHife  wHi, 
^^  I  pnefume,  be  about  ihinty  tfaoufand  j9»en; 

^^  WiiJaout  this  very  loiportaBt  meftTure  it  wouU  not  4ie 
<^  poffible  to  carr}' ^tbe  former  meafucea  into  execution ; — 
'^  al  Jeaft  till  the  people  of  thofe  proviooea  bad  rbecome 
^  hal)itiat£d  to  the  new  kind  of  government  eftftbllflNKl 
'^  over  theiD,  .tuA  had  frntned  their  hopeft,  aod  vkw#9  ^^ 
'^  fentimcttsts^  accordingly.  Thb  tueaCuve  if  iberefptre  '»h- 
^^  difpenfably  niBcei&kry,  .that  ibis  depend ao^^  of  ^Uc  cole- 
^^  Aie3  on  Ci«aKt-iBctta»o  imay  be  tni  long^er  oomiiiAL,  as, 
^^  by  Ihe  iiipixie  coodmS  5>^* jEorsncf  jnini Aer^  pf  ftave,  jt  has 
^  been  hitbrni^. 

'^  Aod^iflia  Ibefonegoing  regulmioftfy  ^nd  more  fTtpiiQi ally 
^  ihe  laft,  will  ^evidently  f^iuire  a  i^nf  .confiderablc  Ivw  wl 
**  money  to  be  ever)'  yew  5C'X|>eniled  by  govern  mem  ;  ami 
^^  it  }fi  \3M  rrtafon^bb:  rimt  tbe.i^in^trl'i'^o^  ^fiho^jld  paythi« 
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*^  money,  which  their  own  ingratitude  and  obftinacy  will 

^^  have  made  it  neceflary  for  Great-Britain  to  expend  upon 

•'  them ; — and  the  produce  of   the   few  port-duties  now 

<^  fubfifting  in  America  will  be  much  too  fmall  to  defray 

**  this  great  expense  ; — it  will  be  neceflary  in  the  eighth 

'^  place^  that  the   parliament  of  Great-Britain  fhould  e(la« 

^^  blifti  fome  further  port-duties  in  America,  to  be  applied 

**  to  the  foregoing  purpofes,  or  to  the  fupport  of  the  new 

^*  civil  and  military   eftablifliment   which  will  be   made 

<^  there. --And  perhaps,  alfo,  it  will  be  thought  expedient 

^'  to  lay  fome  reafonable  and  equitable  internal  tax  on  the 

^^  Americans  in  aid  of  the  faid  port-duties,  which  might 

**  hardly  by  themfelves  be  fufficient  to  defray  the  whole  ex* 

^^  pense  of  fo  large  an  eflablifhment.     Such,  f«r  example^ 

^*  might  be  another  ftamp-duty,  upon  the  plan  of  that 

<^  which  was  laid  upon  the  Americans  by  the  Britiih  par« 

<<  liament  in  the  year  1765,  and  too  haftily,  and  mod  un« 

"  happily,  taken-off  in  the  following  year,   1766 ;  and 

^<  which,  by  the  confeflion  of  the  Americans  themfelves, 

^^  was  the  mod  judicious  internal  tax  that  could  beimpofed 

*  <*  upon  them,  if  (fay  they)  it  had  been  right  to  impofe  any 

^*  tax  at  all.    This  tax,  therefore,  might  be  again  impofed 

*^  upon  the  Americans,  after  the  appeal  to  the  deciGon  of  the 

<<  Almighty,  which  the  Americans  have  made  concerning 

<^  the  right  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to  govern  them,  (hall 

^<  have  been  determined  againft  them^  as  we  may  hope  it 

*<  will  now  foon  be.     And,  if  this  tax  (hould  be  again  im« 

<^  pofed  on  them,  it  will  probably  be  neceflary  to  double 

<^  the  quantity  of  it,  on  account  of  the  great  excefs  of  the 

*<  expenfe  of  the  new  American  efiablifliment,  (which  the 

^^  rebellious  conduft  of  the  Americans  will  have  rendered 

^^  necefl*ary,)  above  that  which  was  thought  fufficient  at  the 

**  time  of  pafiing  the  former  (lamp-ad. 

<^  Thefe,  and  other  fuch,  meafures  will  probably  be 

thought 
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*^  thought  by  the  Brililh  parliament  to  be  the  proper  and 
^'  neceflary  remedies  fur  the  reditious  diforders  of  America, 
^^  and  will,  therefore,  ho  doubt,  be  applied  without  <l6!ayi 
*^  in  order  to  preferve  a  realy  and  not  a  nominal j  dependancb 
*'  of  thofe  colonies  on  Great-Britain.  And  thus  the  iem' 
^^  poral  affairs  of  that  country  will  now  fpeedily  be  ar- 
**  ranged,  ^    .  • 

'^  But  what  more  immediately  demands  our  attention, 
'*  and,  no  doubt,  muft  excite  the  concern  of  the  corigrega- 
**  tion  here  aflembled,  is  the  JlaU  of  religion  in  thofe  pro- 
**  vinces ;  which,  it  mull  be  conftffed,  has  hitherto  been 
*^  too  little  attended- to  by  the  government  of  Great-Brilain. 
*'  But  now  we  may  juRly  hope  this  fault  will  be  repaired, 
*^  and  that  fuch  meafures  will  be  adopted,  in  favour  of  the 
*^  pure  and  holy  church  of  which  we  are  members,  as  fliall 
'^  effectually  eflabliih  and  fupport  it  throughout  all  America. 
**  Thefc,  we  may  prefume,  will  be  as  follows. 
'  ^'  tn  the  firft  place  parliament  will  now,  at  laft,  eftablifH 
**  tythes,  or  fomt;  other  legal  payment,  in  the  colonies  of 
^*  America,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  of  the  churcii 
'^  of  England  that  are  fettled  in  it.  This  Xeems  fo  highly 
*'  reafonaUe^  that  it  is  almoff  a  matter  of  (lri£t  juftice.  For 
'^  it  is  no  more  than  what  has  been  done  in  Canada,  by 
^  the  late  Quebeck-aA,  in  favour  of  the  clergy  of  the  church 
^*  of  Rome,  upon  this  equitable  principle,  *  That,  if  the 
'^  Britifli  government  allowed  the  religion  of  the  Roman- 
'^  catholicks  to  be  profefled  in  that  province^  (which,  by 
**  the  capitulation  in  1760,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1^63, 
•*  it  fecmed  bound  in  jufiice  to  do,)  they  mod  alfo  provide 
**  a  maintenance  for  their  priefls.'  ''  Now,  furely^  the 
'^  fame  principle  may  be  applied  to  our  own  churchy  and 
**  will  prove  that,  fince  it  is  neceiTary  to  allow  the  religion 
**  of  the  church  of  England   to  be  proftfl'cd  in  the  other 
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'^  colonics  of  North-Amenca^  it  it  Mo  ncceflkry  to  providt 
^^  a  maintenance  for  its  minifters. 

^'  Nor  ought  thefe  payments  for  the  maintenance  of  th^, 
^^  miniftefs  of  the  church  of  England  to  be  made  only  by 
^^  thofe  perfons  who  are  members  of  tbf  church*  This 
^^  would  be  niuch  too  narrow  a  fund  for  the  decent  ami 
^^  honourable  fupport  of  that  denomination  of  protefiants 
^^  ^ho  may  be  called  the  only  tftabl\/bid  church  in  all  Ame* 
<^  rica.    In  confequence  of  this  pre-eniinenca  of  our  holy 

church  abbve^  all  the  fe&arian  perfuafions  m  religion^ 
^^  (which^  indeed^  are  but  too  frequent  and  numerous  in 
^^  thofe  provinces,  but  which,  in  a  legal  confideration,  ar« 
^^  ony  toUtatid  in  them,  and  not  ifiahli/bed^  any  more  than 
^^  they  are  here  in  England,)  it  is  fit  and  jurft  that  a  general 
'^  Contribution  (hould  be-made  for  the  maintenance  of  its 
^^  tninifters  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  America  without 
^^  di(lin£tion,  even  as  here  in  England  preibyterians^  and 
^^  quakerSi  and  other  diflenters  (ifx)m  theellabliflicd  churchy 
^^  are  obliged  to  pay  tythes  to  itsminifters.  For  thofe  who 
^^  are  difpofed  to  worfliip  God  in  peace  and  charity^  that  is^ 
^^  the  members  of  the  church  of  England,  are  €n(ulid  to  a 
'^  l^egular  and  decent  fupport  *for  their  minifters, 

^^  In  th%  fecond  place,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  fadia* 
<^  ment  will  make  ufe  of  the  prefent  glorious  opportunity  U 
^^  ^f/bibli/b  bi/bo^  in  America.  This  is  a  meafure  of  lh« 
'^  utmofl:  tx>lifequenoe  to  bdth  the  laity  and  the  clergy  of 
<<  the  church  of  England  in  America ;— to  the  laity,  that 
'  <  they  may  not  want  the  iohportant  office  of  Confirmation, 
^^  without  the  benefit  of  which  even  a  Toleration  of  the 
'<  church  of  Ekigland  is  not  compleat:<>— and  to  the  young 
<<  men  who  devote  themfelves  to  the  miniftry  of  the  goipel, 
*^  by  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  receiving  epifcopal 
^^  ordination  in  the  country  in  which  they  have  been  bom 
•  "and 


41 

<<  and  educated,  without  being  forced,  (ai  thej  have  been 
^'  hitherto,)  to  come  to  England  for  that  purpofe,  at  an  ex* 
**  penfe  which  they  can  ill  fupport,  and  with  the  hazard 
**  of  their  healths  and  lives  in  a  long  fea.voyage,  which  has 
"  been  already  fatal  to  many  of  them.  Till  this  important 
**  meafure  it  adopted,  and  carried  into  efifedual  executtoa^ 
''  by  eftablifliing  a  proper  number  of  bilhops  in  Americat 
*^  with  revenues  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  their  ofllce  and 
''  ftation,  the  church  of  England  (though  it  is,  in  point  of 
''  rigbt  and  Uwy  the  only  eftablifhed  church  in  America,) 
^  aiay  be  truly  faid  to  be  infA^-m  a  flate  of  perfecution  or 
**  oppreflSon,  while  every  other  denomination  of  proteftapta 
^  eqjmfa  the  higheft  degree  of  liberty :  which  is  an  event 
*^  of  a  fi^gular  nature,  and  contrary  to  the  example  of  all 
**  other  governments  in  the  world  ;  as  Ibey  always  take  care 
^  to  pnwide  fuitable  encouragements  and  fupports  for  the 
''  feveral  religions  they  think  fit  to  adopt  and  eftablifli.  It 
b  fit,  therefore,  that  England  fliould,  at  laft,  follow  the 
fame  juft  policy,  and  that  every  encouragement  that  the 
*^  Britiih  government  can  aiTord  to  any  religion  in  America 
'^  (hould  be  afforded  to  that  of  the  church  of  England. 

''  As  to  what  relates  to  the  perfons  who  have  engaged  ia 
<<  this  wicked  and  unnatural  rebellion,  we,  that  are  minilters 
'^  of  the  gofpel  of  peace  and  mercy,  (hould,  if  we  were  to 
''  follow  the  inclinations  of  our  hearts,  rejoice  to  fee  thofe 
"  ofleoders  difcharged,  at  the  clofe  of  thefe  troubles,  with  no 
"  other  .punifliment  or  reproof,  than  our  Saviour's  exhorta- 
^'  tton  to  the  woman  ^  taken  in  adultery,  *  Goy^nd  Jin  no 
*'  $norg.*  But  policy  and  prudence  forbid  fo  mild  a  con« 
^*  duA,  and  make  it  neceflary  to  the  future  fafety  and  tran* 
^^  quillity  of  the  iiate,  that  many  of  thoTe  who  have  been 
**  mod  guilty  tn  exciting  thif  rebellion  in  America  (hould 
'*  receive  due  puni(hment  for  their  crimes  by  the  fentenoe 
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**  of  thofe  laws  which  they  have  fo  wantonly  and  alrocioufly 
"  violated.    The  members  of  the  Continental  Congrcfs  in 
particular^  who  have  paflcd  the  vote  of  Indcpendance, 
and  thereby  ihemfelves  renounced,  and  infligated  their 
countrymen  to  renoimce,  the  allegiance  due  to  the  king's 
**  facred  majefty,  muft  be  confidered  as  having  offended  bc- 
**  yond  all  hopes  of  mercy  ;  which,  if  it  were  extended  to 
"  offenders  of  that  deep  malijrnily,  might  be  juftly  ccnfured 
as  weak  and  dangerous,  and  injurious  to  the  publick  wel- 
fare.    For  it  would  countcr-a6l  the  good  effeAs  of  the 
"  fucceffes  with  which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  blcfs  our 
"  arms  in  this  unhappy  contefl,  and  would  render  precarf- 
''  ous  the  future  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  ^Ififlricaa 
*'  colonies,  and  the  future  authority  of  Great-Britain  over 
"  them,  (by  which  alone  that  tranquillity  can  be  preferved,) 
"  by  preventing  the  exifience  oftheftrongeft  of'all  fecu- 
"  rities  for  the  continuance  of  thofe  bleflings,  to  wit,  the 
"  terror  arifing  from   the  fight  and  memory  of  a  fevcre  and 
"  extenfive  execution  of  the  laws  againft  thofe  who  have  fo 
'*  wickedly  overthrown  them.    Thefe  very  great  offenders, 
"  therefore,   together  with   the  principal  members  of  the 
*'  feveral  provincial  affeniblies,  or  conventions,  that  have 
"  ufurped  the  government  of  their  refpeSive  provinces  fincc 
''  the  general  rejection  of  his    Majefty's  lawful  authority, 
we  muft  now  prepare  ourfelves  to  fee  puuiftied  in  the 
manner  the  laws  dired,  in  order  to  infureto  future  gene- 
rations the  advantages  of  peace  and  harmony  between 
'^  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  with  a  due  fub- 
"  ordination  of  the  latter  to  the  parental  authority  of  the 
"  former,  which,  by  God's  bleffing  on  his  Majefty's  arms, 
"  are  likely  now  foon  to  be  eilablifhed.*' 

This  I  take  to  be  a  fair  and   moderate  interpretation  of 
the  above-mentioned  paffage  of  the  Archbifliop  of  York's 

frrmon. 
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fermon.  The  feven  propofitions,  or  regulations,  herein 
before  diflinAly  fet-fprth  in  the  6rft  part  of  the  foregoing 
parapbrafe,  are  thofe  which  I  conceived^  upon  reading  the 
faid  paflage  of  that  fermon,  the  archbifhop  muft  have  had 
in  his  mind  at  the  time  he  wroteil,  and  would  have  fet  forth 
and  avowed,  if  he  had  been  under  a  necefliiy  of  pointing* 
out  diftin&ly  what  thofe  remedies  of  the  political  diforders 
in  America  were^  which,  he  fays,  Neceflity  will  now  at  laft 
provide,  though  Forefight  did  not.  And  I  am  confident 
that  no  American  that  leads  that  fermon^  will  conceive  it 
to  mean  lefs. — And,  as  to  the  latter  propofitions  concern- 
ing the  (late  of  the  church  of  England  in  America,  and  the 
neceflity  of  eftablifliingtythes  there,  or  fome  other  legal  and 
general  payments,  (to  be  made  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
America,  as  well  as  by  the  members  of  the  church  of 
England,)  for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  of  the  church 
of  England,  and  likewife  of  eftabiifliing  bifliops  there; — I 
fay,  as  to  thefe  latter  propofitions,  they  are  exprefsly  con- 
tained in  the  ArchbiOiop's  own  words,  which  cannot  be 
made  intelligible,  or  confifient  with  themfelves,  by  any  other 
interpretation. — ^Nor  can  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  aforefaid 
paflage  of  the  Archbiibop's  fermon,  in  which  he  faysconcife- 
ly,  •*  7£a/  the  interejls  of  great  Jlates  require  /ecurit'tes  that 
are  not  precarious y**  be  well  fuppofed  to  have  a  lefs  cxtcnfive 
meaning  than  that  which  is  above  afcribed  to  it. 

There  is  alfo  another  very  remarkable  paflage  in  that 
fermon  of  the  Archbifliop  of  York,  which  relates  to  a  mod 
refpeAable  body  of  people  herein  England  itfelf;  I  mean 
the  proteftant  diflenlers.  Thefe  people  have  fo  far  incurred 
his  grace's  difpleafure,  by  exprefling  a  difapprobation  of  the 
meafures  that  have  been  taken  againft  America,  that  he 
treats  them  as  the  worft  enemies  of  government,  and  de- 
clares that  the  feverc  laws  which  Vi^ere  formerly  made 
•  againft 
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ugaiofi  ptfiiAs  m  the  reigD«  rf  queen  £lut»be(h  xod  img 
Jftoies  L  io  confequeiKe  of  ifaeir  frequent  pJoU  to  de^Htnie 
and  alliiffinale  ihe  formerj  and  of  the  ($mom  gujipowder 
plot  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  the  latter,  (hy  which 
they  defigi*ed  to  deAroy  at  once  the  king  and  both  boufe^  ^of 
parliament,)  ought  now  to  be  extended  to  thefe  oeur,  bui 
equally  dangerou3,4onieilickeaeiniea.  Thepaffiige  in  which 
this  feotinient  is  conveyed^  is  in  theie  words.  ^^  UHf^nd 
*^  fe£t  is  f/UbiiJbidj  it  ufuailj  becomes  a  party  m  tb^JUUst 
**  it  bas  Us  inter  efts  ;  it  bas  ii$  animofities  >  togelber  witb 
*^  MjyJl€mofcivil4)pimonSf  by  wbicb  it  is  diftingmfbei^ 'Oi 
*^  lea/2  as  much  as  by  its  religiaus.  Upon  ibefs  optntQms^ 
'*^  wben  contrary  io  tbe  w£ll^heing  of  the  ctmmunUyf  ibe  msn 
*'  thority  of  tie  fiate  is  properly  ex4rcifed. 

^*  7b£  laws  enaSied  againft  pap/fts  have  been  ixir€mely 
f evert :  but  they  were  not  founded  on  any  difference  in  re*' 
Jigiouf  fentiments.     Tbe  reafons  upon  whicb  4hey  wer^ 
founded  w€T4  purely  politicaL 

''  Tbe  papijts  acknowledged  a  fovereigttty  d'^erent  from 
thai  ofibeftate  ;  amlfome  of  tbe  opinions  which  ihjy  main^ 
^*  iainsd  made  it  impoffible  for  them  io  giv£  any  fecuriiyfar 
''  ikeir  obedience.  We  are  ufually  governed  by  traditiomal 
*^  notions,  and  are  apt  to  receive  tbe  partialities  and  averfions 
*'  of  our  fathers.  But  new  dangers  miy  arife:  andy  if  at 
**  any  time  another  denomination  if  menjbould  be  equally 
''  dai^erous  io  our  c'wil  inierefls^  it  <would  be  jufiiftaihle  to 
*^  lay  them  under Jim'dar  reflraintsJ* 

I  prefume  it  can  hardly  be  doubled  that  the  meaning  of 
the  bftfenteuce  of  thispaflage,  when  turned  into  iUH  plainer 
Englifti,  is  as  follows,  ''  The  preAyterians  and  other  pro- 
*^  Utftant  diflentcrs  of  England  are  at  this  day  as  mucAi  <ene- 
''  niies  to  gorernment,  and  as  dangerous  to  our  ciril 
^'  intercih^  wi  the  papiR^  were  in  the  reigns  of  queen  £li«a- 

«  beth 
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<'  beth  and  king  James  L  when  thufe  fevere  laws  were 
'^  made  againft  them.  Therefore  it  is  now  equallyjudand 
**  neceflary  to  make  the  like  laws  againft  the  fatd  proteCtaui 
"  diflenicrs." 

This  is  a  ftrange  accufation  to  be  brought  againft  that 
body  of  men  in  England  wlio  have,  of  all  others,  been  mod 
uniformly  and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  government  of  tho 
princes  of  the  boufe  of  Hanover,  ever  fince  the  firft  moment 
of  their  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms  ! — and 
for  no  other  crime  but  exprefling  a  difapprobation  of  the 
wild  and  dangerous  pr()je£t  of  attempting  to  govern  three 
millions  of  people^  at  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  mileSf 
in  a  manner  they  did  not  like,  by  means  of  a  great  army, 
compofed  in  part  of  hired  foreigners  )— a  project  which  was 
likely  to  be  almoft  equally  pernicious  to  Great-Britain,  whc- 
ther  it  did,  or  did  not,  fucceed.  For,  if  it  had  fuccceded, 
it  would  haVe  increafed  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
crown  (which  are  already  generally  thought  to  be  too  great,) 
in  fo  great  a  degree  as  to  have  rendered  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
land itfelf  precarious,  or  dependant  on  the  perfonal  cha- 
rader  and  virtues  of  the  king  upon  the  throne  ;  and  it 
would  likewife  have  occafioned  a  prodigious  additional 
innual  expenfe  to  Great-Britain,  to  maintain  the  army 
which  would  have  been  neceflary  to  keep  America  in  fubjec- 
tion,  after  it  had  been  iubdued  ; — an  exj)enre  which  would 
have  far  exceeded  all  the  taxes  that  could  have  been  raifed 
for  that  purpofe  in  America,  together  with  all  the  profits 
that  Great-Britain  could  have  derived  from  the  prefervation 
and  monopoly  of  its  trade.  And,  if  it  did  not  fucoeed^ 
(which  was  much  the  more  likely  event,  and  that  which 
we  now  fee  and  feel,  has  happened,)  it  was  likely  to  be 
attended  with  the  total  lofs  of  the  colonies  of  North-Ame» 
rica,  (which  would  in  fuch  a  cafe  make  themfelves  independ*- 
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ant  of  Great-Britain,)  together  with  that  of  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  and  the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  and  (in  confequencc 
of  thefe  lofles)  with  the  diminution  of  our  trade  and  mari- 
time power,  the  dccreafe  of  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  and 
excife,  the  lelfeningof  the  ftfcurity  of  the  national  debt,  and 
the  neceffiiy,  at  the  fame  time,  of  coniinually  laying-on  new 
taxes,  which  muft,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  be  principally 
levied  upon  tne  landed  property  of  the  kingdom.  All  thefe 
mibforlimes,  and  more,  were  likely  to  be  the  confequence 
of  the  failure  of  fuccefsiu  this  attempt  to  fubjugaie  America. 
And  that  this  attempt  would  fail  ot  fuccefs,  was  eafily  fore- 
feen,  and  publickly  and  repeatedly  foretold,  not  only  by 
many  of  the  proieftant  diffenters  of  the  kingdom,  but  by 
numbers  of  people  of  other  defcriptions  in  it,  who  thought 
it  highly  improbable  that  France  (notwith (landing  her  pro- 
feffions  of  friendfliip  and  fidelity  to  her  engagements  with 
Gfeat-Britain,)  would  forbear  to  interfere  in  favour  of  the 
colonies  in  one  period  or  other  of  the  difpute,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  reconciliation  and  re-union  of  thofe  two  great 
members  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  (to  ufeDr.  Franklin's 
expreflion  in  his  memorial  to  the  court  of  France  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1777,)  to  improve  the  mojl  Javouralh 
opportunity  that  bad  ever  been  offered  ber,  of  humbling  ber 
moft  powerful  and  hereditary  enemy.  And  now  the  event 
has  (hown  that  this  apprehenfion  was  but  too  well  ground- 
ed. It  ought  not  therefore  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  the 
proteRant  diffenters  of  the  kingdom,  that  they  oppofed  that 
impolitick  fyftem  of  meafures  which,  they  faw,  was  likely 
to  bring  ruin  on  the  nation,  and  deprive  hisMajeftyofa 
great  and  tnoft  flourifhing  pan  of  his  dominions  ; — and 
much  Icfs  ought  it  to  be  confidercd  as  a  crime  of  fo  deep  a 
dye  as  to  warrant  the  very  fevere  meafures  which  the  Arch- 
btfhop  recommends  to  be  taken  agaiuft  them,  of  treating 

them 
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them  as  a  fet  of  people  who,  by  principle,  are  enemies  to  the 
cotifiitution  of  iheir  couniry,  and  of  extending  to  them,  on 
that  account,  the  laws  formerly  made  againft  papifts. 

As  for  the  other  event  of  this  attempt  to  fubjugate  Ame- 
rica, I  mean  the  fuccefsful  one,  the  Archbidiop  himfelfhaa 
furniOied  all  lovers  of  civil  liberty  with  the  mod  fubfiantial 
reafons  for  wiflitng  that  it  might  not  happen,  by  difplaying 
to  them  the  fyftem  of  meafures  which,,  he  thinks,   in  that 
event,  ought  to  have  been,   and  would  have  been,  adopted, 
by  thofe  who  diredl  the  publick  counfels  of  this  nation,  for 
the  future  regulation  of  America,  to  wit,  the  fyftem  which 
is  contained  in  the  firft  paflage  above-reciied  from  his  grace's 
fermon,  and  of  which  I  have  ventured  in  the  foregoing  pages 
to  furnifli  the  reader  with  a  paraph rafe.     For,  if  America 
had  been  perfe£i1y  fubdued,   and  reduced,   (as  the  falhion- 
able  expreflion  was,)  to   unconditional Jubm'iffionf  and,  \tk 
confequence  of  fuch  redu6lion,  the  aforefaid  fyftem  of  mea- 
fures, (which  are  defcribcd  in  the  above  paraphrafe,  and 
which  I  conceive  to  have  been  thofe  which  the  Archbifliop 
muft  have  had  in  his  eye  when  he  preached  that  fermon^) 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Britifh  parliament  ;  I  muft  freely 
confefs  that  I  (Iiould  have  thought  it  a  greater  misfortune 
than  even  the  contrary,  and  more  probable,  event,   which 
has  happened,  with  all  the  train  of  melancholy  confequences 
that  fecm  likely  to  accompany  it  j — fuch  as  the  lofs  of  all 
ourpoflcflions  both  in  North- America  and  the  Weft-Indies, 
together  with  that  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  (though  fo 
valuable  to  us  as  a  nurfery  for  feamen,)  and  that  of  Gibral-^ 
tar  and  Minorca,  and  of  all  our  pofteftions  in  Africa  and  the 
Eaft-Indies.     Thefe,  I  acknowledge,  are  great  misfortunes  : 
but  the  lofs  of  the  civil  liberties  of  the  nation,  or  their  being 
rendered  precarious  and  dependant  on  the  perfonal  charaSer 
and  virtues  of  the  king  fjr  the  time  being,  (which  would 

have 
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have  been  the  conrrqucnce  of  the  ryftemof  itieafures  recom* 
mended  by  the  archbifliop^)  would  be  a  much  greater*  And 
in  this  opinioni  I  truft,  I  am  not  lingular^  but  have  die 
concurrence  of  tboufandi  and  tens  of  tboufands  of  my  fel- 
low-fubjeAs. 

«< Probibf  laniMta /onare ; 

FUre  veta  populos ;  lacr^mas,  lu&is  que  umiiU : 
rmc0re  PEJVS  erat." 

LucQni  Pbarfaliaf  Lib.  'y  vers.  707, 708,  709. 

F.  M- 
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OP  THfe  STATE  OF  NORTH  AMERICA.  AFTER  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  LORD  CORNWALLlSS  ARMV. 


For  the  Mornino  CnnoKicti. 


Mr.  {Printer, 

Inclosed  you  have  a  letter  wrote  by  a  gentleman  in 
South-Carolina  to  his  friend  in  London,  without  the 
alteration  of  a  wonl  or  fyllable.  The  writer  I  know  to  be 
a  native  of  South-Britain^  and  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of 
large  property  in  America,  where  he.  has  refided  near 
twenty  years.  The  knowledge  and  ability  of  the  writer, 
and  the  fitnefs  and  propriety  of  the  plans  and  reafons 
fuggefted,  are  fubmitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  nation ;  but 
whatever  the  politics  of  the  day  may  determine,  I  am  con- 
fident that  Great-Britain  will  ere  long  be  convinced,  that 
it  was  herintereft  and  her  wifdom  to  have  adopted  and 
purfued  them  with  an  ardour,  which  is  due  to  that  patri- 
otifm,  integrity,  and  good  fenfe,  with  which  they  are 
recommended  by  the  writer,  for  the  benefit  of  his  King 

and  country. 

A.  B. 

Soutb-'CaroUnay  March  a8,  178a. 

In  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  to  be  filent  is  to  ba 
criminal)  and'  I  Oiould  ill  deferve  the  confidence  and 
friendfliip  I  have  fo  repeatedly  experienced  from  you,  if 
I  did  not  give  you  my  fentiments  candidly  on  the  times. 

The  fall  of  Lord  Comwallis  is,  beyond  a  doubt,  a  mis* 
fortune  of  the  firft  magnitude,   but  by  no  means  places 
in  fo  independent  a  fituation  as  the  firfl  com- 

i£  plezion 
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pleiion  of  this  unfortuuate  event  feeoied  to  give  it  in  the 
eyes  of  the  enemies  to  Great-Britain ;  but  I  am  confining 
myfelftothe  fonth  country  altogether,  and,  before  I  write 
another  fentence,  I  will  be  free  enough  to  own  the  impof- 
fibility  now  of  reducing  the  northern  country  to  obedience, 
for  there  I  confefs  it  is  taking  a  bull  by  tbe  boms.  But 
(he  cafe  is  very  difiereot  to  the  fouthward.  The  fall  of 
Lord  Comwallis  was  not  effected  by  the  abriities,  mem« 
bers,  or  refonrces  of  America :  it  was  the  pou*er  of  France, 
it  was  their  fuperior  navy,  and  the  infamous  condu£k  of'our 
own,  that  dkl  the  bufinefa;  till  the  French  gained  this 
decifive  advantage,  our  troops,  though  inferior  m  numbers, 
Aiarcbed  from  one  end  of  Virginia  to  the  other,  backwards 
and  forwards,  with  little  or  no  lofs.  You  will  fay  this  is 
not  conquering  the  country 5  I  grant  it;  bnt  it  is  exbauft- 
ing  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  another  campaign,  with 
fuccefs,  muft  fo  cripple  it,  as  to  render  it  incapable  of 
fupporting  itfelf  againd  your  operations,  Whilft  this  was 
doing,  about  fixteen  hundred  troops,  under  a  fenfible  and 
an  aftive  officer,  kept  North  •Carolina  m>t  only  at  bay, 
but  in  actual  fufpenfe ;  whilft  the  Tories  were  ranging  at 
large,  and  with  fupport  and  judicious  officers,  would  have 
very  foon  poflefled  tliemfelves  of  all  the  principal  ^eade^s 
in  that  country  agaiirft  Britain.  Why  nothing  was  at^ 
tempted  to  be  done  in  Sonth-Cafohna,  with  fo  fine  an 
army,  is  a  paradox  only  to  be  folved  by  comparing  it  with 
what  was  not  done  to  the  northwards 

Had  my  humble  itieas  prevailed  either  in  t^ngland  Qf 
New-York,  Green  would  not  have  infultcd  a  fuperior 
army  fo  long  and  io  fatally.  I  propofed  (in  my  mind)  that 
the  lad  reinforcement  from  England  would  have  been 
made  15C0  (^rone,  and  that  fuch  a  number  would  have 
been  fent  into  North-Carolina,  and  either  landed  at  Cape 
Fear  or  Edenlon  ;.  and  forced  their  march  to  the  weftward,- 

and 
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ind  back  of  (jreen,  whilft  the  iTouthem  army  puflied  hirii 
in  front ;  a  few  weeks  muft  have  decided  his  fate,  and  lie 
Would  have  becii  fortunate  if  he  could  capitulatg — tins  ivai 
^lat  he  duaded I  aiid  therefore  a  moft  fubftantial  rcafoii 
why  it  was  not  done :  at  that  time  near  6  or  7000  men 
hereunder  parole^  their  intertill  goverhment  diftraAed,  their 
governor  a  prironer,  and  Wilmington  open  as  an  afylum 
and  protection  for  the  loyalifls^  the  greateft  difficulty  at« 
tended  fupplies  getting  to  Green,  either  men  or  (lores. 
The  fubjeCl,  was  I  to  continue  it,  would  fwcll  too  large 
for  a  letter  j  I  fliall^  thereforej  briefly  give  you  my  opinion 
upon  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  what  can  le  done,  if 
Great-Britain  has  only  virtue  enough  left  to  hang,  and 
fubftitute  honefty,  a£tivity,  and  plan — indead  of  fupine- 
liefs,  confufion.  Sec.  &c«  The  force  that  Great-Britain 
has  now  in  America  is  fully  fufficient  for  the  plan  I  pro- 
pofe,  which  is  to  bring  all  their  force  to  the  fouthward^ 
and  reduce  the  whole  as  far  to  the  northward  as  James 
River:  this  is  not  vifionary,  like  all  the  fchcmes  our 
country  has  been  purfuing  thefe  feven  years,  but  -i.s  real 
•nd  fubftantiaK  How,  evacuate  New- York,  and  leave  the 
loyalifts  to  the  mercy  of  the  rebels?  My  aiifwer  (hall  be 
(hort :  If  you  don't  do  this,  you  muft  evacuate  all  America. 
What  is  then  to  become  of  the  loyalifts  ?  Cart  any  man 
in  his  fenfes  think,  that  holding  New- York  with  14  or 
15,000  troops  in  its  garrifori,  will  prevent  the  independ- 
ence of  America  ?  The  way  to  prevent  it,  is  to  conquer 
that  country  that  is  acce(SbIe  to  our  arms  ;  to  keep  their 
internal  government  in  confufion  by  the  operations  of  war; 
to  prevent  the  cultivation  of  their  lands  ;  to  increafc  their 
dlftrefs  by  the  continual  drafts  of  men  for  their  army  ;  and 
the  extreme  burthen  their  taxes  muft  be.  Now  their 
|)aper  currency  !s  annihilated,  if  Wafliington  comes  to  the 
fouthward,  fo 'much  the  better;    he  greater  thud  the  ex- 
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penfe  be  to  the  Americans^  the  better  opportunity  to  bring 
him  to  a  decifive  a£tion,  and  the  fooner  will  the  country 
be  exhaufted  of  itg  refources ;  which  I  am  fure  you  need 
not  be  told  is  every  day  growing  \ch  and  lefs,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  pompous  harangues  of  the  patriots  and 
republicans.  What  I  purpofc  can  be  complcated  in  twelve 
months,  if  a  man  of  courage  and  wifdom  is  placed  to  con- 
6u&  it.  It  would  be  wifer  in  the  nation  to  vote  a  few 
thoufand  pounds  as  a  compenfation  for  lofTcs  to  fuch 
loyalifts  as  may  incline  to  foflow  the  Britilh  (landard  from 
New- York,  than  idly  to  waftc  millions  on  what  I  will 
be  bold  to  pronounce  (he  will  never  effeS,  if  tlic  prefent 
meafures  are  re-adopted  and  purfued.  If  a  pod  is  wanted 
to  the  northward,  why  not  take  Rhode  Ifland,  a  much 
Icfs  garrifon  is  neceffary?  But  why  will  not  Tybee  and 
Beaufort  anfwer  for  our  fliipping?  and,  if  fortune  (hould 
ever  give  us  a  fuperior  advantage  over  the  French  by  fet 
(and,  if  you  had  honed  and  wife  men  to  direct  your  naval 
ofHccrs,  you  would  have  done  it  long  ago),  what  is  to  pne- 
vcnt  our  taking  po{!eflion  of  the  Chefapeak  again  ? 

If  Great-Britain  gains  the  provinces  of  Georgia,  South 
and  Norih-CaroTina,    and    Virginia,    flic   will   have   the 
only  places  worth  her  contending-for :  and  "  that  flie  can 
gain  them'*-  is  indifputable.      Let  her   whole    force  .be 
brought  to  this  point :  determine  to  ettirpate  rebellion  by 
tndantfy  punifhing  thofc  who  fliall  oppofe  them  either  by 
arms   or  any  other  way.     Court  and  reward  thofe  who 
join  you,  and  let  your  addrefs  and  money   be  applied  for 
this  purpofe;   prevent  plundering  either  foes  or  friends; 
exadt  the  firidlcd  difciplinc;  edablifli  a  civil  and  moderate 
code  of  government,  till  the  country  is  prepared  for  the 
reception   of    its    former    civil    governn\cnt;    endeavour 
and     invite     the    principal     perfons    in     each    province 
into  a  (liare  of  its  government ;  avoid  the  lead  fliadow  of 
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iIiTrefpcd  to  fuch  perfans  (a  contrary  behaviour  has  pre- 
veniecl,  in  a  great  nieafure^  that  confidence) ;  direA  your 
anns  with  unremitting  vigour  agatnft  all  partizans ;  never 
parole,  without  the  limits  of  your  garrifons,  perfons  of  any 
influence;  puniQi^  in  the  mod  exemplary  manneri  all 
perfons,  without  diftiuAion  of  rank,  wh(»  (liall  be  guilty 
of  murdering  loyaliAs  otherwire  than  in  open  aAion;  be 
ileady  and  uniform  in  your  mcafures ;  let  honefly  guide 
all  tranfa£tions  both  public  and  private}  convince  the 
people  by  this  condu6l  that  you  are  determined  to  efta* 
blifli  the  Britifh  civil  government,  and  then  let  them  fee  as 
much  vigour  and  enterprize  in  your  management,  as  they 
have  difcovered  and  received  from  your  enemies,  and  fuccefs 
will  crown  our  endeavours  with  an  honourable  peace,  and 
the  reftoration  of  the  bleflings  of  Britifli  government. 

A  defenfiue  war  on  this  txterifive  continent  will  have 
all  the  bad  effe&s  of  a  truce  to  Great-Britain.  If  America 
is  permitted  to  eftablifli  and  execute  their  civil  government, 
and  to  recover  from  the  diftrefs  and  difficulties  they  at 
prefent  labour  under,  to  furnifh  their  quota  of  men  and 
ftores  neceflary  for  adive  fervice,  flie  will  be  Independant  in 
fpite  of  every  effort  afterwards.  Many  obvious  reafons 
muil  appear  to  you,  to  fee  the  matter  in  the  fame  light  that  I 
do.  A  naval  war  is  proper  and  neceflary^  becaufe  you 
diftrefs  their  connnerce,  render  foreign  fupplies  dear  and 
precarious,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  them  in  con  Rant 
dread  o^ predatory  expeditions y  wbieb  ought  often  to  befet 
onfoot. 

I  am  now  come  to  fpeak  of  another  fubjed  of  great  con» 
fequence,  I  feel  the  weight  of  it  upon  my  mind,  but  I  am 
certain  of  its  good  effe£ls  if  properly  conducted ;  that  is, 
arming  the  blacks.  In  addition  to  the  forces  already  on 
this  continent,  near  8  or  iCyCXX)  (Irong  hearty  black  males 
Diay  be  found  proper  for  the  field ;  if  they  were  put  under 
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proper  ^hite  officers^  regularly  trained^  and  clothed  and 
fed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  King's  troops^  great  ferviceq 
would  be  performfrd  by  them  in  this  fouthern  country ) 
although  they  may  not  be  equal  to  the  attack  of  iitrbite 
regular  troops,  numberlcfs  fervices  are  to  be  expe&ed  from 
them,  equally  ufcful  in  a  war  like  this.  The  fqueamifli 
may  raife  objediuns,  but  they  ought  all  tq  vapifli  in  the 
eyes  of  a  true  friend  to  his  country,  when  the  conteft  is  bt« 
come  fo  ferious  as  to  thrisaten  its  very  exiftence.  Tlic 
French  employ  in  the  VVeft  Indies  a  great  number ;  they 
brought  their  black  troops  againd  Savannah ;  the  Rebela 
had  a  company  or  two  againft  Burgoyne,  and  would  have 
raifed  two  regiments  in  South^Carolina,  if  the  fear  of 
leading  the  Britifli  into  fo  wife  a  meafure  bad  not  prevailed 
aaain(l  Mr.  Laurens,  the  advocate  of  the  meafure.  Be« 
fides,  the  (liock  it  gives  to  property  will  alarm  your  ene-r 
mies  in  a  mod  material  manner.  The  caution  and  wif«* 
doni  in  executing  this  matter  are  the  only  things  wanted 
to  enfure  it  every  podible  fuccefs. 

Let  the  creditors  iu  this  country  receive  fome  indemnifi- 
cation by  other  means  for  the  hazard  they  run  in  this 
property,  and  let  the  loyalifts  be  exempted  from  parting 
with  their  (laves,  or  be  paid  their  full  value. 

In  ihort,  I  am  fo  pofTefled  with  the  idea  of  the  poflibility 
of  poflefling  tbp  country  I  have  defcribed,  that  I  am  cer-^ 
tain  if  it  is  properly  attempted,  your  country  will  yet 
rejoice  In  viSory.  But  what  is  to  be  expedted  from  men 
and  meafures  like  the  prefent;  an  afTembly  fat  within 
thirty  or  fqrty  miles  of  an  army  fuperior  to  the  enemy» 
enterted  into  a  full  difcufliou  of  their  affairs,  arranged  their 
civil  and  military  bufinefs,  confifcated  the  property  of  a 
very  confiderable  number  of  the  loyalifts,  filled  up  their 
army  lifity  laid  t^xes  for  the  fupport  of  their  meafures,  and 
although  they  were  upwards  of  fix  weeks  on  this  bufinefs^ 
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not  a  fingle  attempt  was  made  to  intemipt  ihem,  except 
in  a  truly  ridiculous  proclamation,  which  the  Britifli 
General  (in  honour  of  his  country)  thought  proper  to  con* 
tinuc  under  publicationi  before  and  after  they  had  done  all 
the  mifchief  ihey  could  dcvife. 

The  four  provinces  I  have  named  contain  every  articU 
ibat  is  valuable  in  the  commerce  of  Great^Britain,  zndjbi 
mud  be  loft  indeed,  if  Jbe  gives-up  what  it  is  ftill  in  ber 
power  to  regain.  Though  the  loyalifis  have  reafon  to  be 
greatly  diflTatisfied  with  men  and  meafures,  if  thefe  are 
changed,  and  a  proper  force  and  adive  meafures  are  adopt- 
ed, they  will  readily  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  nx>ther 
country :  but  be  aflured  all  I  have  recoromenddl  mud  be 
fpeedily  taken  in  hand ;  otherwife  it  will  be,  like  every 
former  matter,  a  day  after  the  fair.  What  can  be  more 
fortunate  for  Great-Britain,  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
paper-currency;  in  South-Carolina  they  have  voted  near 
i(oo,ooo  filver  dollars  for  the  continental  quota  for  the 
prefent  year ;  this  is  exclufive  of  their  date  contingencies. 
How  much  this  will  accumulate  in  an  unfuccefsful  war 
need  not  be  pointed-out  to  you.  In  South-Carolina  they 
are  colleding  a  number  of  confifcated  negroes,  and  others, 
and  are  fending  them  off  to  North-Carolina,  to  be  given 
as  bounties  for  continental  foldiers  for  the  fiates  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia ;  800  are  already  (it  is  faid)  fent-off, 
and  400  more  are  to  follow. 

With  refped  to  terms  of  peace,  furely  the  poffeflion  of  a 
country  is  far  more  likely  to  procure  an  advantageous  one 
than  the.  poffeflion  of  garrifons,  in  which  you  only  more 
evidently  (bow  your  weaknefs,  by  not  daring  to  venture 
out  of  them. 

As  a  proof  of  the  good  effe6ls  of  a£tivity.  In  North- 
Carolina  the  whole  force  colleded  to  take  their  Governor, 
and  prevent  the  excurfion  of  the  garrifon  from  Wilmington, 
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never  exceeded  6  or  700  men  under  Butler  and  Rutherforjl^ 
two  of  the  mod  active  and  zealous  partizans  in  that  coun- 
try. Lord  CornviraHis  and  Major  Craig  had  paroled  a 
third  of  the  people ;  but  all  thefe  advantages  were  lod,  by 
want  of  condud  elfewhere. — But  how  can  Great-Britain 
contend  againil  all  the  world  ?  I  confefs  this  is  a  very  awe* 
ful  queftionj  and  was  it  a  true  (late  of  her  fituatiun,  I  (hould 
not  hefitate  to  pronouqce  it  impoflible.  But  governments, 
like  individuals^  are  governed  by  intereft  or  paflion.  If 
Ruflla  is  worthy  the  alliance  of  your  country,  make  it  her 
iptereft  to  unite  with  you.  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  are 
fpiall  purchaTcs  For  this  counury,  and  the  Weft-Indies  :  for^ 
depend  on  it,  the  latter  will  not  remain  long  dependant, 
if  the  former  has  her  Independance.  All  the  fine  fpeeches 
t|iat  were  made  in  the  former  Spanifli  wars,  on  fupporting 
t^efe  garnfons,  appear  to  be  very  futile  this  war.  In  no 
.ipftance  have  they  anfwered  our  purpofe.  You  will  fay 
tbcy  hav^  divided  the  enemy's  force,  and  engaged  their 
i^ttcntitm,  I  acknowledge  they  have  done  this,  but  only 
|o  a  degree,  that  by  no  means  has  prevented  the  enemy 
from  being  fuperior  to  us  in  every  quarter.  Give  the  laft 
qf  thcfe  plages  to  Ruflia^  and  let  her  aflift  you  in  this 
countr}\  The  diverfion  of  force  will  dill  exift,  and  you 
have  more  (Irength  to  meet  your  enemy  in  anpiher  place ; 
and  for  a  peace  with  Spain,  and  a  pofleffion  of  Porto  Riqo, 
five  up  Gibraltar. 

I  have  made-up  my  mind  upon  our  publick  (ituation ;  and 
}  am  thoroughly  perfgaded,  that,  however  mi  (laken  I  may 
\^  in  my  plans»  po  one  can  more  fincercly  and  heartily 
wi(h  profperity  and  glory  to  my  country,  than  I  do  myfelf ; 
and  it  will  give  me  the  bigbeft  pleafure,  if  any  humble 
ideas  of  mine  can  contribute  to  roufe  her  from  that  infa^ 
t^ation  that  has  fo  long  guided  her,  and  to  redore  her  to 
0|t  juftrc  and  fame  flic  formerly  fo  juftly  pcflefled.     If 
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my  rcprefenUtion  accords  with  your  better  judgment^  I  im 
lure  your  friendfliip  for  me  will  induce  you  to  lay  it  befort 
thofe  wbofe  fphcre  it  is  to  give  it  effeS. 

But  great  naval  exertions  mud  be  made  to  recover  the 
dominion  of  the  feas ;  exemplary  puniflimeAts  infiided  oti 
thofe  who  have  negle6ted  their  duty^  and  the  utmoft  fecrccy 
in  all  publick  meafures ;  I  mean  in  what  relates  to  expe* 
diiions  and  plans  againft  the  enemy. 

Much  is  loft  in  America  For  want  of  addrefs  and  atten* 
tion  to  thofe  who  join  the  Britifli  ftandard.  The  pride 
and  vanity  of  the  Britifli  military  is  little  calculated  for 
a  people  fo  much  upon  a  level  as  they  are  in  this  country. 
It  ought  to  be  remembered^  that  the  human  heart  is  often 
gained  by  trifles,  and  it  is  a  very  common  adage,  that 
injuries  are  fooner  forgot  than  infults.  Firmnefs  and  uni* 
fbrmity  are  eflfential  to  all  great  undertakings,  and  never 
to  recede  from  what  is,  in  its  own  nature,  jufi  and  proper. 
It  is  the  higheft  folly  to  be  denouncing  threats  and  puni(h- 
mcnts  one  day,  and  the  next  relaxing. 

The  enemy  are  making  preparations  that  indicate  a 
defign  againft  Charles-Town.  A  fiege  or  an  evacuation 
is  the  general  topic  at  prefent.  For  my  own  part,  I  have, 
fo  bad  an  opinion  of  the  judgement  and  conduft  of  thofe 
here,  who  guide  the  Britifli  affairs,  that  T  am  more  afraid 
of  the  laft.  I  don't  think  Green  will  undertake  a  regular 
fiege,  'till  a  French  naval  force  arrives  to  co-operate  with 
him.  We  may  be  vulnerable  in  fome  places,  and  a 
great  want  of  dilcipline  prevailing,  may  induce  him  to 
attempt  an  enterprize  againft  fome  of  our  fea-ports :  It 
is  very  certain  they  have  been  building  and  colleding 
boats  for  fome  time ;  but  perhaps  this  is  only  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  French.  Be  this  as  it  may,  no  attempt  what« 
ever  has  been  made  by  our  people,  eitlier  to  deflroy  their 
boats  and  roagazineS|  or  to  intercept  their  fupplics  eithei 
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of  floret  or  of  cattle;  and  I  am  well  iBformcd^  that 
Green  was  lately  fo  diilrefled  for  the  lafty  that  he  made 
a  demand  on  North-Carolina  for  a  large  fupply^  to  raife 
which  each  county  was  taxed  in  proportion  to  its  capa- 
city. A  great  confumpiion  of  provifion  took  place  whilft 
the  French  remained  in  the  Cbefapeak^  to  the  great  dif^ 
trefs  of  the  inhabitant^. 
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THOUGHTS  ON  THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF  AMERICA.  AND 
THE  BEST  MANNER  OF  ACKNOWLEDGING  IT, 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  ADrsRTJSMm. 


SIR,  Nov.  a»,  1782. 

AS  the  conceflion  of  Independence  to  the  revolted  pro* 
winces  of  North  America  feems  to  be  the  great  objeft  on 
which  the  reftoration  of  peace  depends — and  there  are  diffi* 
culties  attendiog  this  conceflion  which  dill  make  fome 
people  averfe  to  it,  notwithftanding  the  urgent  neceflSty  of 
procuring  peace  upon  any  terms  that  are  not  abfolutely 
ruinous  to  the  nation,  I  beg  leave  to  ftate  to  your  readers 
a  few  refleflions  that  have  occurred  to  me  upon  the  fubjed, 
and  which  may  tend  to  remove  or  Icflen  thofe  difficulties, 
and  to  difpofe  the  nation  to  come  into  this  moft  falutafy 
meafure  heartily  and  fpeedily,  and,  if  poffible,  with  one 
accord* 

I  think  it  feems  now  to  be  pretty  generally  agreed,  that 
there  is  no  longer  any  reafon  to  hope  that  we  (hall  be  able 
to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience  byfora^  What  was 
not  done  in  the  years  1 776  and  -1777  with  the  great  armies 
under  General  Howe  and  General  Burgoyne  againft  the 
Americans  alonij  while  they  were  yet  unufed  to  war,  can 
hardly  be  efie£tcd  againft  them  now,  after  they  have  been 
converted  into  a  nation  of  foldiers  by  feven  years*  uninter- 
rupted war,  and  when  they  are  fupported  by  the  arms  of 
three  powerful  European  nations,  the  French,  the  Dutch, 
and  the  Spaniards,  of  whoih  the  firft  are  aAually  put  in 
poflefflon  of  the  harbours  of  Bofton  and  Rhode  liland,  and 
other  important  pods  in  thofe  provinces.    I  (ball  not  there* 
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fore  infift  npon  another  obfcrvation,  of  ihe  truth  of  which 
1  am  nevcrthclcfs  mod  thoroughly  perfuadcd  j   which  is, 
**  Hut  if  we  could  reduce  them  to  obedience  by  main  force, 
**  and  thai  in  the  fpace  of  a  fingle  campaigni  it  would  not 
*<  be  worth  our  \Thile  to  do  fo  ;  but  llial  the  expenfe  and 
'**  other  inconveniences  that  would  attend  the  keeping  them 
**  in  fubjeftion  after  ihcy  had  fubmiitcd,  (which  certainly 
'<  could  not  be  done  wiiliout  ere£iingand  niainiaining  many 
**  fortified  places  throughout  that  cxtenfive  country,  with  a 
•«  large  ftanding  army  of  forty,  or  at  leaft  thirty  thoufanJ 
*^  men)  would  more  than  counterbalance  all  the  advantages 
^'ihat  would  arife  to  us  from  their  becoming  again,  in  ibis 
•*  manner,  our  fellow-fubjcAs.'*    If  indeed   it  be  true  (as 
Ibme  gentlemen  confidently  alTure  us)  that  a  great  majority 
of  the. people  in   thefe  provinces  (as,  for  example,  three- 
quarters,  or  four-fifths,  or  more)  arc  really  friends  to  Great 
Britain,  and  defirous  of  returning  to  their  obedience  to  the 
Crown,  and  of  renewing  their  old  connection  with  us,  I 
snuft  confcfs  that  fuch  a  difpofition  would  be  a  fortunate 
change  in  our  favour,  and  would  deferve  to  be  cultivated. 
But  let  us  not  haflily  believe  that  they  are  in  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition, while  their  publick  adions  and  declarations  all  teftify 
the  contrary.    Let  their  General  Continental  Congrefs  and 
their  Provincial  Aflfemblies,  (the  members  of  which»  wc 
mud  remember,  are  not  poflTefTed  of  their  power  during  their 
whole  lives,  like  our  Houfe  of  Lords,  nor  even  for  feven 
years,  like  our  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  are  chofen  every 
year  by  the  people,  and  who  therefore  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  factious  or  partial  bodies  of  men^  that  purfue  a 
fcparate  intcreftfrom  that  of  the  people,  and  govern  them  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  their  inclinations,)  I  fay^  let  their 
Congrefs  and  Aflemblies  declare  their  willingnefs,  (if  they 
really  are  fo  inclined,}  to  return  to  their  old  connexion  with 
iis^  and  I  will  agree  that  we  ought  to  receive  them  with 
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open  arms.  But  tliis  is  an  event  of  which  there  feems  not  to 
be  the  fmalleft  gliinpre  of  hope.  What  then  rcniains  to  be 
done  but  to  acqulefce  in  the  lofs  of  thefe  provinces,  which 
m  truth  we  have  loft  beyond  all  poilibility  of  recovering 
them  by  a  continuance  of  the  war  ?  And,  to  teftify  this 
acquiefcence,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  declare,  in  the  mod  a«- 
thentick manner,  our  readinefs  (in  order  to  the  reftoratioti  of 
peace)  to  acknowledge  them  as  indepemient  ftates,  and  to 
cultivate  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  them,  in  that  tiew  cha- 
rader,  for  our  mutual  advantage,  and  more  efpccially  in 
matters  of  commerce,  in  which  we  are  capable  of  becoming 
of  moft  benefit  to  each  other. 

Bui  here  a  difficulty  arifes  as  to  ibe  manner  of  granting 
them  Independence.  It  is  faid,  I  obferve,  by  many  people^ 
(and,  I  believe,  wiih  truth,)  that  the  king  alone,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  parliament,  cannot  legally  grant  them 
Independence ;  for  that  he  would  thereby  difmembcr  the 
Britifh  empire,  and  alienate  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the 
Crown,  which  they  conceive  to  be  beyond  his  power: 
•^  For,  though,"  fay  ihey,  "  the  king  may,  by  virtue  of  his 
^*  prerogative  of  making  peace  or  war,  rcftore,  at  a  peace,  a 
**  country  newly  conquered  in  the  preceding  war,  of  which 
**  fuch  peace  is  a  termination,  (as  he  did,  in  faft,  reflorethe 
*'  iflands  of  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe  to  the  French  king 
**  at  the  peace  of  Paris  in  February,  I763,)  yet  it  docs  not 
••  follow  that  he  may  grant  away  the  fovereignty  of  a 
^*  country  that  has  been  anciently  and  permanently  a  part  of 
"  the  polTeflions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,"— I  grant 
all  this  to  be  fo.  But  what  then  ?  Shall  the  thing,  tliere- 
fore,  remain  undone,  nolwithftanding  the  urgent  impor- 
tance of  It  to  the  welfare,  or,  rather,  to  the  fafcty  and  prefer- 
valion,  ofthe  nation?  Surely  this  cannot  be  a  juft  con- 
clufion.  But,  fince  the  authority  of  parliament  is  neceflary 
in  this  bufinefs,  let  that  authority  be  employed  ;  yet,  with 
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a  great  regard  as  poffible  to  hU  Majefty's  true  and  acknow* 
ledgcd  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace,  which  is  ge<< 
aerally  thought  id  be  wifely  lodged  by  the  law,  or  conftitu* 
tion,  in  the  executive  branch  of  our  Oovemment.    And  let 
this  be  done  openly  and  clearly,  and  not  by  ufing  loofe  and 
general  words  in  an  Aft  of  Parliament  that  makes  no  exprefs 
Mention  of  the  Independence  of  the  colonies,  and  by  leaving 
the  power  of  granting  the  faid  Independence,  conferred  by 
the  ftatut^  on  the  Crown,  to  be  coUeded  from  thofe  words 
by  uncertain  implications^  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  A£t  of  the 
lad  feffion  of  Parliament,  brought-in  by  Mr.  Wallace,  his 
Majefty's  late  Attorney- General.    This  indireft  way  of  pro-^ 
ceeding  is  not  calculated  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  Ame* 
ricans,  and  to  bring-^bout  the  defired  reconciliation*    The 
bufinefs  fliould  therefore  be  done  in  the  fulled  and  plaineft 
manner,  to  the  end  that  the  Americans  may  no  longer  doubt 
of  the  entire  concurrence  of  Parliament  to  the  Aft  whereon 
their  future  Independence  is  to  be  founded,  and  may  na 
longer  complain,  or  have  the  fmalleft  pretence  to  complain^ 
that  our  proceedings  in  this  important  tranfaft ion  are  in  any 
degree  obfcure  or  infidious.    And  with  this  view  I  conceive 
it  would  be  proper  to  pafs  an  Aft  of  Parliament  to  the  fol- 
lowing effeft,  namely,  **  To  enable  the  King's  Majcfty,  if 
'^  in  his  royal  wifdom  he  (hall  fo  think  fit,  to  ahfolve  from 
<<  their  allegiance  to  himfclf,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  all  the 
**  prefent  inhabitantsof  thethirtcen  revolted  provinces,  to  witji 
**  the  province  of  Maflachufcti'sBay,  that  of  Connefticut^ 
^'  that  of  Rhode  Iflandj  &c.  (fpecifying  them  all  with  their 
*^  rcfpeftive  boundaries,  accurately  fet-forth,)  and  to  cede 
'^  unto  the  governing  powers  cClabliihed  in  each  of  the  faid 
"  provinces,  all  his  Majefty's  right  of  fovereignty  over  the 
•<  whole  of  fuch  province,  together  with  bis  right  of  property 
^*  in  the  foil  of  all  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  provinces  as  have 
<'  not  been  legally  granted-away  under  the  authority  of  thef 
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*'  Crown  before  the  month  of  July»  in  x  7769  when  Am 
''  vote  of  Independency  was  paflcd  in  the  Coalinetttal  Con«» 
<'  grefs."  AU  this  10  neceflfary  to  be  exprefied  in  fudi  •• 
Ad  of  Parliwieiit^  in  order  lo  make  the  coooeffion  of  Inde<- 
peodenoe  clear  and  compleat.  For,  if  the  inhabilaftta  of 
the  faid  provinces  were  only  to  be  aUblved  from  their  jdk« 
giance^  without  alfo  making  them  a  grant  of  the  ktog'a 
right  tp  the  foil  of  the  faid  provinces,  the  king  might  be 
fuppofod  to  retain  a  right  to  the  foil,  and  to  be  at  liberty,  at 
fome  future  time,  to  require  the  inhabitants  of  the  (aid 
provkices,  who  would  have  been  abfolved  from  their  alle- 
giance, and  would  therefore  be  no  longer  fubjcds  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain^  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  hit 
territories,  and  go  and  fettle  themfelves  elfewhere,  where- 
ever  they  thought  fit,  out  of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain.  And,  if  the  foil  were  to  j^e  granted  to  the 
faid  inhabitants,  in  the  manner  propofed,  but  without  fpe- 
eifyiog  the  limits  of  the  provinces  fo  granted,  difputes  might 
afterwards  arife  concerning  the  extent  of  the  territories  of 
tbefe  new  dates,  who,  probably,  would  carry  their  claittis 
as  far  as  the  South  Sea,  while  Great  Britain  might  be  fup« 
pofed  to  have  referved  to  herfcif  her  right  to  the  lands  about 
the  river  Ohio,  and  the  five  great  lakes,  Ontario,  Eriey 
Huroif,  Michigan,  and  Superior ;  and,  in  genera)^  to  all 
that  extenfive  country  which,  by  the  ASt  of  Parliament  of 
the  year  1774,  for  regulating  the  governmentof  the  province 
of  Quebec,  was  added  to  the  former  territory  of  that  pro- 
vince. The  limits,  therefore,  of  the  provincfev  or  terri- 
tories, intended  to  be  ceded  to  thefe  new  dates,  ought  to^ 
be  diAirf£lly  fpecified,  as  well  as  the  King's  rights  over  the 
faid  territories,  to  be  exprefsly  ceded  to  them. 

Further,  if  the  A61  were  made  in  the  manner  here  fug- 
gefied,  that  is,  fo  as  not  immediately  to  grant  Indepen^ 
dcncy  to  tbfc  American^  while  they  are  yet  in  arms  againft 
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«is>  and  we  tre  not  abfolutely  certain  that  they  will  layodowll 
their  arms  in  confequence  of  the  conceflion,  but  onfy  to 
enable  the  King  to  grant  it  to  tbem^  if  be,  in  his  royal  wifdonip 
JtaUJbtbinlJitf  the  parliament  would  avoid  encroaching  oa 
the  royal  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace,  and  would 
(Mily  inveft  the  King  with  the  fame  compleat  power  of  making 
peace  with  his  revolted  fubje&s  in  North-America,  which 
he  already  enjoys  by  the  Law,  or  Condi tution,  with  refpeft 
to  all  the  other  ftates  with  whom  we  are  at  war;  which 
power  of  making  peace  or  war,  it  is  generally  thought,  can 
be  better  exercifed  by  the  King  alone,  than  by  the  King  and 
Parliament  conjointly.  And,  if  his  Majefty,  after  being 
thus  enabled  by  his  Parliament,  (hould  think  fit  to  direft 
his  minifter  at  Paris  to  make  this  important  conceflSon  to 
the  Americans,  the  Americans  would  not  have  the  fmalleft 
fcruple  concerning  either  its  extent  or  its  validity,  but  would 
proceed  with  confidence  to  treat  of  the  other  articles  that 
might  be  necelTary  to  a  general  peace  with  theni  and  thetr 
allies. 

lam, 

Your  moft  bumble  fervant, 

PACIFICUS. 

P.M. 
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FIRST  ROYAL  CHARTER 

GRANTED  TO  THE 

CX)LONY  OF  THE   MASSACHUSETS  BAT, 

IV    VORTH  AMERICA, 
iS  TUE  fOURTH  YEAR  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  KING  CHARLES  THE  FIRSFj 

From  the  first  Copy  of  it  that  was  ever  publislied  in  priut,  which 
was  printed  by  the  Direction  of  the  late  Mr.  Israel  Mauduit. 
about  tbc  year  1775», 

CHARLES>  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c. 

To  atl  to  whom  thefe  Ptefents  fhall  come^  Greeting. 

Whxbbas  our  moft  deare  and  royal  Father,  King  Recital  (}f 
JamcSfOf  bk€ed  memoiry,  by  his  Highnefs's  letters  ja^'t 
patents  beareing  date  at  WeftminRer  the  third  day  of  g^^^^^/ 
November,  in  the  eighteenth  ye^  of  bis  reign,  hath  Plymouth. 
given  Bad  granted  unto  the  Councel  ettabUihed  atisJac.  i. 
Plymouth  in  the  coiToty  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
rolingy  orderiiigt  and  governing,  of  New-England  in 
AsEienca,  and  to  their  heirs  and  fucceflburs  and  aflignes 
fcr  ever :  All  that  part  of  America  lying  and  being*  in  Dcscnotioii 
breadth^  from  fourty  degrees  of  northerly  latitude  irom  panted. 
the  equinocttall  line,  lafourty-eight  degrees  of  the  faid 
northeriy  latitude  inclufively,  and,  in  length,  of  and 


•  This  first  Charter  of  the  Mauachiisets  Colony  has  never 
been  printed.  There  are  very  few  Mannscript  Copies  of  it. 
Those  are  liable  to  so  many  accidents  that  it  is  thought  proper 
to  publish  it  as  die  most  likely  means  of  prerenting  it*s  being 
iirsesverably  lost.— From  Mr.  Mauduifs  printed  copy  of  ihi^ 
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within  all  the  breadth  aforefi^id  throughout  the  fAariur 
lands  from  fea  to  fea,  together  alfb  with  all  the  firme 
lands,  foyles,  grounds,  havens^  ports,  rivers,  waters, 
fifhings,  mines,  and  mineralls,  as  well  r6ya11  mines  of 
gould  and  filver,  as  other  mines  and  mineralls,  precious 
ftones,  quarries,  and  all  and  lingular  other  commodities, 
jurisdi£liuns,  privileges^  franchifes  and  preheminences, 
both  within  the  faid  traft  of  land  upon  the  maine,  and 

l^foviioc.  a}fo  within  the  iflands  and  Teas  adjoining.  Provided 
always  that  the  faid  iOands,  or  any  the  premiflTes  by  the 
faid  letters  patent  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted 
were  not  then  a£tual]y  poflefled  or  inhabited  by  any 
other  chriftian  prince,  or  ftate>  nor  within  the  bounds, 
limits,  or  territories  of  the  fouthem  colonies,  then 
before  granted  by  our  faid  deare  father  to  be  platUed 
by  divers  of  his  loving  fubjeAs^in  the  fouthem  parts. 

Habendum*  To  have,  and  to  hold,  poflcfe,  and  enjoy  ail  and  Angu- 
lar the  aforefaid  continent,  lands,  territories,  iftands, 
beieditaments,  and  precinds,  feas,  waters,  fi(bings^ 
with  all  and  all  manner  thetr  commodities,  royalties, 
liberties,  preheniinences,  and  profits  tliat  (hotikl  from 
thenceforth  arife  from  thence,  with  all  and  fingular 
their  appurtenances,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
unto  the  faid  Councel,  and  their  fucceflbrs  and  affignes 
for  ever,  to  the  fole  and  proper  ufe,  benefit,  and  behoof 
of  them,  the  faid  Councel,  and  their  fucceflbrs  and 

Tenure.  affignes,  forever :  To  be  houlden  of  our  laid  moft.dear 
and  royal  Father,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  hra  ma- 
nor of  Eaft-Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free 
and  common  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite  nor  by  knights' 
fervice.  Yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  the  faid  late 
King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflors,  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare 
of  gould  and  filver,  which  (bould  from  time  to  time, 
and  at   all  times  thenafter  happen  to  be  found,  gotten, 

bad^ 
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bad,  and  obtained^  in,  at,  or  within,  ^ny  of  the  faid 
kods^  limits,  territoriea,  and  precinAs,  or  in  or  within 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  for,  or  in  refpe£l  of^  all  and 
'  all  manner  of  duties,  demands,  and  fervices  whatfoever, 
to  be  done,  made,  or  paid,  to  our  faid  dear  Father  the 
late  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs ;  as  in  and  by  the 
faid  letters  patent  (amongft  fundry  other  claufes,  pow- 
ers,  privileges,  and  grants  therein  contained)  more  at 
Urge  appeareth* 

And  whereas  (he  laid  Counccl  eftabliflied  at  Plymouth  Recital  o^ 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  order*  ttwpravUice 
ing  and  governing,  of  New-England  in  America^  have,  ^^hux^ 
by  their  deed  indented  under  their  common  feal,  bearing  ^r»  (l»«ing 
date  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  laft  paft,  in  the  third  premisses 
year  of  our  reign,  given,  granted^  bargained,  fold,  enfe- J^^^JJ^^J"' 
<^ed,  aliened  and  confirmed,  to  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  the  council 
John  Young,  knights,  Thomas  Soutbcott,  John  Hum-  inouth,  to 
frey,  John  Elndicott  and  SymonWhetcomb,  their  heirs  R^ewe]7 
and  aflbciates  forever,  all  that  part  of  New-England  in  JJ^  gh'J"" 
America  afurefaid  which  lieth  and  extendeth  between  a  a  Car.  i. 
great  river  there  commonly  called  Monomack,  alias  Mer- 
rimack, and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles 
river,  being  the  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly 
called  Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Mafia- 
tufetts,  bay,  and  alfo  all  and  Angular  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever  lying  and  being  within  the 
fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  on  the  fouth  part  of  the 
find  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof,  and 
alfo  all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  what- 
foever, lying  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  En- 
glilh  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthernmoft  part  of 
the  faid  bay  called  Mafiachufetts^  alias  Mattachufetts^ 
alias  Maflatufetts,  bay,  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and 
hereditamenta  which  lye  and  be  within  the  space  of 
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thrtfe  Eaglfih  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river 
called  Monomacky  alias  Merrunack^  or  to  tbe  nonh- 
ward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof^  and  all  lands,  and 
beredttamcnts   whatfoever,    lying   within   the  IJMiu 
aforeiaid,  noirtk  and  fouth,  in  latitude  and  bceadtb>  and 
tn  length  and  loDgitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the 
Atlantic  and  weftem  fea  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part  la 
the  foiith  fea  on  the  weft  part,  and  all  lands  and  groundsiy 
place  and  phices,   fails,  wood  and  wood  grounds^  ha- 
vens, pons,  rivers,  waters,  fifliings,  and  hciedstamentB 
whatfoev«r,  lying  within  the  faid  bounds  and  liniitfty 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  alfo  aU  ifland^ 
tying  ia  Amcfica  lAirefaid  in  the  faid  feas,  or  either  of 
them^  on  the  wefteme  or  eafterue  coafts  or  parts  of  the 
fiiid  tra^  of  lands  by  the,  bid  indenture  mentioned  to 
be  give«t  granted,  bargained,  fold,  en&offed,  aliened 
and  Gonlmaed,  or  any  of  them :  And  alio  aH  mines,  and 
minefalls,  as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and  filler,  aa 
other  mines  and  ininerails  whatfoever,  in  the  faid  landa 
and  premises  or  any  part  thereof :  And  alt  jurisdidtioBa^ 
rights,  royalties,  Kberties,  freedoms^  inmnnities,  privi- 
ledges,  franchifes,   preheminenccs,  and  commodittea 
whatfeever,  wUcb  they  the  faid  Conncel  eftabliflied  at 
nymouih  in  the  county  of  Devon  for  the  plantings  rul- 
ing, ordieriiig^,  and  governing^  of  New*England  in  Ame^ 
rica,  then,  had,  or  might  ufe,  exercife,  or  enjoy,  is 
and  within  the  fold  lands  and  premii&s  by  the  (aid  inden- 
ture menttmied  to  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fould^ 
enfeoffiMi'  and  confirmed,  or  in,,  or  within^  any  part  or 
lUbendam.  parcel  liiereof.    To  have  and  lo  hould  the  fud  part  of 
New^Engbmd  in  Aoserica^  which  lyetb  and  cxiettda 
and  ia  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and  every  part  and  pared 
thereof;  And  all  the  fiud  iilands,  tuvers^  ports^  faaveaa, 
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witersy    fifliingi^  mines  and  mtncraU^  jurifdidions, 
fancbifesy   royaltiesy  liberties,  priviledge«^  commodi- 
ties, hereditaments  and  premiiTcs  whatfrjever,  with  the 
appurtenanoesy  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Upfemrell^  Sir 
John  Younge,  Thomas   Southcott,  John  Humfrey*  «* 
John  Endicott  and  Symon  Wbetcomb,  their  heirs  and 
aifigncs,  and  their  aflbciates,  to  the  only  proper  and 
abfolute  ufe  and  behoof  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Ro(ewe]I| 
Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  liumfreyy 
John  Endccott  and  Symon  Whetcomb,   their  heires 
and  affignes,  and  aflbciates  forevermore.  To  be  houlden  Tenure, 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  succeflbrs,  as  of  our  mannor  of 
Eaft  Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent^  in  free  and 
common  foccage  and   not  in  Capite,   nor  by  knights 
fervice;  yielding  and  paying  therefore  unto  us  our  Rent 
heirs  and  fucceflTors,  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  gould 
and  filver  which  (hall  from  time  to  time  and  at  all 
limes  hereafter  happen  to  be  found,  gotten^  had  and 
obtained,  in  any  of  the  faid  lands  within  the  laid  li^ 
mitBy  or  in  or  within  any  part  thereof,  for  aad  in  fatis- 
£iAion  of  all  manner  of  duties,  demands  and  fervices 
whatfoever,  to  be  done,  made  or  paid  to  us«  our  heirs 
or  iucceflbra,  as  in  and  by  the  faid  recited  indenture 
mwt  at  large  may  appear. 

Now  know  ye,  that  we  at  the  humble  fuite  and  peti- 
tion of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge, 
Thomas  Soutbcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and 
SymoB  Wfaetcomb,  and  of  others  whom  they  have  aflb- 
ciated  unto  them,  Have,  for  divers  good  caufes  and  con-  ConArma- 
fideratioBS  us  moving,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  said  :ust>re- 
thefe  fupefents,  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain  knowledge,  ^y^^c  Wnr. 
and  meere  motion,  do  grant  and  con€rm,  unto  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Youi^e,  Thomas  South* 
a0tt,  John  tiumfrey,  John  Endecott,  and  Simon  Whet- 
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combe,  and  to  their  aflbciates  hereafter  named  (videlicet) 
Sir  Richard  Saltonflally  Knt.  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  A1- 
derfevj  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Hanvood, 
Increafe  Nowcll,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  GofFe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William 
Pinchbn,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aiiignes, 
all  the  faid  part  of  New  England  in  America,  lyeing  and 
extending  betweene  the  bounds  and  limits  in  the  faid 
recited  indenture  cxprefled,  and  all  lands  and  ground*, 
place  and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  grounds, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  walers,  mines,  mineralls, 
jurisdiQions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms, 
imm lenities,  priviledges,  franchifes,  preheminences, 
hereditaments  and  commodities,  whatfoever,  to  them 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and  Simon 
Whetcombe,  their  heirs  and  aflSgnes,  and  to  their  aflb- 
ciates, by  the  faid  recited  indenture  given,  granted,  bar- 
gained, fould,enfeoflfed,  aliened,  andconfirmed,  or  men- 
tioned or  intended  thereby  to  be  given,  granted,  bargain- 
Habendum.  ed,  fould,  enfeoSed,  aliened,  and  confirmed.  To  have 
and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in  America 
and  thp  other  premiflcs  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted 
and  confirmed,  and  every  part  or  parcell  thereof,  with 
the  appurtenances,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon 
Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John 
Vcn,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Hanyood,  In- 
creafe Nowcll,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Gofle,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Sa- 
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tmiel    Browne^  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vafial, 
Wiiliam  Pinchon^  and  George  Foxeroft^   their  heirs        ^ 
«nd  aflignes  for  ever,  to  their  oniy  proper  and  ahfolute 
ufe  and  behoof  for  evermore.    To  be  houldeti  of  us,  Tenure. 
our  heirs  and  fucoeflbrs,  as  of  our  inannor  of  Eaft 
Greenwich  aforefaid,  in  free  and  common  foceage,  and 
not  in  Capite  nor  by  knights^  fervice;  and  alfo  yielding  Rent, 
and  paying  therefore  to  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  (ilver,  which 
Irom  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  (hall  be 
there  gotten,  had,  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exac- 
tions, and  demands  whatfoever,  according  to  the  tenure 
and  refenration  in  the  faid  recited  indenture  exprefled. 

And  further  know  ye,  that,  of  our  more  efpecial  grace,  Grant  of 
certain  knowledge,  and  meere  motion,  we  have  given  {^ct^Und 
andCTanted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do,  for  us,  our  heirs,  ****^»*'*^ 

,  persons  by 

and  fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  the  king 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  *'*'°'^^^' 
Thomas  Southcott  John  Humfrey,  John  £ndecott, 
Simon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey, 
John  Ven^  Matthew  Oaddock,  George  Harwood, 
increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham, » 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VafTall,  William 
Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignes, 
all  that  part  of  New-EIngland  in  America  which  lies 
and  extends  between  a  great  river  there,  commonly 
called  Monomack  river,  alias  Merrymack  river^  and  a 
certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  in 
the  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called 
Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachusets,  alias  Ma0atufets, 
4iay,  and  alfo  all  and  fingular  thofe  lands  and  heredi- 
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tameots  whatfoever  lyeing  within  the  Ipace  of  three 
Engllfli  miles  on  the  foulh  part  of  the  faid  river  called 
Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof,  and  alio 
all  and  lingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever 
lyeing  and  being  within  the  f})ace  of  three  £ngli(b 
miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  fouibermoft  part  of  the 
faid  bay  called  Maflachuiett^y  alias  Mattachufetis, 
alias  Maflatufetts,  hay ;  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  which  lye  and  be  within 
the  fpace  of  three  £ngli(h  miles  to  the  northward  of  the 
faid  river  called  Monqmack,  alias  Merrymack,  or  U> 
the  northward  of  any,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all 
lands  and  hereditaments  wliatfoever  lyeing  within  the 
limits  aforefaid  north  and  fouth  in  latitude  and  breadth^ 
and  in  length  and  longitude  of  and  within  all  the 
breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the  maine  lands  there 
from  the  Atlantick  and  weftem  fea  and  ocean  on  the 
eaft  part,  to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  parte,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  foyles,  wood,  and 
wood  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever  lyeing  within  the  faid  bounds 
and  limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  theredf,  and  alio 
all  iflands  in  America  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas  or 
fither  of  them  on  the  weftern  or  eaftem  coaftes,  or 
partes  of  the  faid  tradls  of  lands  hereby  mentioned  Id 
\)c  given  or  granted,  or  any  of  them,  and  all  mines  and 
mineralls,  as  well  royall  mines  of  gould  and  filver  as 
other  mines  and  mineralls  whatfoever,  in  the  faid 
lands  and  premifles,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  free  li- 
berty of  fifliing  in  or  within  any  of  the  rivers  or  waters 
within  the  bounds  and  limits  aforefaid  and  the  feaa 
thereunto  adjoining;  and  all  fifties,  royal  fifties, 
whales,  balan,  fturgeon,  and  other  fifties  of  what  kind 

or 
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i»r  natiire  ibever  that  flwil  «t  toy  time  hereafter  be  ta* 
X€n  in  or  within  the  faid  feas  or  waters  or  any  of  tbetii» 
by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  fiofewell^  Sir  John  Younge»  Sir 
Richard  Sailonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum* 
frey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Wheteombe,  Ifaac  Jobn- 
hof  Samuel  Alderiey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock, 
(Seoige  Harwood^  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry^ 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright^  Samuel  Vaf- 
iall,  Tbeophiliis  Eaton,  Thomas  Gofie,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins, 
William    Vaflall,    William    Pinchon,    and  George 
Fozcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignea,  or  by  any  other 
perloD,  or  perfons  wbatfoever  there  inhabiting,  by  them, 
or  any  of  tbem^  appointed  to  fi(h  therein.    Provided  Provtio*. 
always,  that,  if  the  faid  lands,  iflands,  or  any  other 
the  premises  herein  before  mentioned,  and  by  tbefe 
prefents  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,  were  at  the 
time  of  the  granting  of  the  faid  former  letters  patents 
dated  the  third  day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth 
yeare  of  our  faid  deare  father's  reigne  aforefaid,  a&ually 
poflefledj  or  inhabited,  by  any  other  chriftian  prince  or 
flale,  or  were  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or  territories 
of  that  foutheme  cdonie  iben  before  granted  by  our 
laid  late  father,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  his  loving 
fiibje^  in  the  footh  parts  pf  America,  that  then  this 
pielent  grant  (hall  not  extend  to  any  fuch  parts  or 
parcells  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabited  or  lyeing  within 
the  bounds  of  the  iouthem  plantation  as  aforefaid,  but 
as  to  thole  parts  or  parcells  fo  poflefled  t>r  inhabited 
by  fuch  chriftian  prinoe  or  ftale,  or  being  within  the 
bounds  aforefaid,  (hall  be  utterly  voide,  tbefe  prefents 
or  any  thing  therein  contained,  to  the  c<»itrary  not- 
|vithflanding«    To  have,  and  to  hould^  poOefa^  and  Hibcnduai. 
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enjoy,  the  faid  parts  of  New-England  in  America^ 
which  lye,  extend,  and  are  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and 
every  part  and  parccil  thereof,  and  all  the  iflands,  rivers, 
ports,  havens,  waters,  fifhings,  fifhes,  mines,  minerals, 
]urirdi6iions,  franchifes,  royalties,  liberties,  privileges, 
commodities,  and  premifles  whatfoever,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir 
John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftail,  Thomas  South<» 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet« 
combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven, 
Matthew  Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell, 
Richard  Perry,  Richard  fiellingbam,  Nathaniell 
Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas 
Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William  Pinchon, 
and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aflignes  for  ever, 
to  the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoofe  of  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard 
Saltonftail,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John 
Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theo- 
philus Eaton,  Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
Vaffall,    William   Pinchon,  and   George   Foxcrofte, 

Temue.  their  heirs  and  aflignes  foreyermore.  To  be  houlden  of 
us,  our  hcires  and  fucce0burs,  as  of  our  mannor  of  Elaft 
Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  within  our  realme 
of  England,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in 

Rent  Capite,  nor  by  knights' fervice,  and  alfo  yeelding  and 
paying  therefore  to  us,  our  heif  s  and  fucceffors,  the  fifth 
part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver,  which  ham 
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time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafteri  (hall  be  there 
gotten,  had,  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exadions, 
and  demands  whatfoever.  Provided  alwayes  and  our 
exprefle  will  and  meaneing  is,  that  onely  one-fifth  part  of 
the  gould  and  iilver  oare  above  mentioned  in  the  whole, 
and  no  more,  be  referved  or  payeable  unto  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflburs,  by  colour  or  vertue  of  thefe 
prefents,  the  double  refervations  or  recitals  aforefaid, 
or  any  thing  therein  contained  notwithftanding. 

And,  for  as  much  as  the  good  and  profperous  fucccfs  of  Nccetsicy 
the  plantdlion  of  the  faid  parts  of  New-England  afore-  ^^^ 
faid,  intended  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  JjJ^^^J^ 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  P^ihein- 
John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  tation, 
Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfcy,  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard 
Perry,     Richard    Bellingham,    Nathaniell    Wright, 
Samuel  Vaffall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas   Goffe, 
lliomas  'Adams,    John  Browne,    Samuel    Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VaffaU  William  Pinchon, 
and  George  Foxcrdft,  to  be  fpeedily  fet-upon,  cannot 
but  chiefely  depend,  next   under  the  blelSng  of  Al- 
mighty God  and  the  fupport  of  our  royal  authority, 
upon  the  good  government  of  the  fame ;  to  the  end 
that  the  aflbirs  and  bufineifes  which  from  time  to  time 
(hall  happen  and  arife  concerning  the  faid  lands  and 
the  plantation  of  the  fame,  may  be  the  better  managed 
and  ordered  :  We  have  further  hereby,  of  our  efpeciall  Inconwrt- 
grace,  certam  knowledge,  and  meere  motion,  given,  gfi^nteta  of 
granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucccf-  ***«•*»<* 
fours,  do  give,  grant  and  confirme,  unto  our  faid  truftie 
and  well-beloved  fubjeds  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,   Sir  Richard  Saltonftall^  Thomas  Southcott, 
(Jctiii  Humfirey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcomb, 
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ICiac  Johofon,  Samuel  Alderfey^  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Craddocky  George  Harwopd,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard 
Perry,  Richard  fiellingbam,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa- 
muel Vaflally  l^heophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  dMe, 
Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne^ 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William  Pinchoa^ 
and  George  Foxcioft,  and  for  us,  our  heires  and  fuccef- 
foura,  wee  will  aud  ordaine:  That  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonfiall, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfirey,  John  Endecott, 
Synx>n  Whetoomb,  Ifaac  Johnibn,  Samuel  Alderfey, 
Jobs  Vea,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Uarwoodj 
Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  BcHingham) 
Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Ealon, 
Thomas  Gofie,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaffiiil,  William 
Pinchon,  and  Geoige  Foxcroft,  and  all  fuch  others  ai 
(ball  hereafter  be  admitted  and  made  free  of  th«  com- 
panie  and  fociety  hereafter  mentioned,  fluiU,  from  tiaie 
to  time^  and  at  all  times  forever  hereafter,  be^  by  virtue 
of  thefe  prefents,  cue  body  corporate  and  pcditique  in 
Ntmeof  Ae  b&  and  name,  by  the  name  of  iie  GwHtn^r  ditd  Csm^ 
li^'^  f^nie  oftbt  Ma/pubufftis  B^  in  New-England  i  And 
them  by  the  name  of  tie  Gwtrmr  and  Qmf^nis  ^ 
the  Maffacb^fetU  Bay  iu  New^Emglani^  one  body 
politique  and  corporate  in  deed,  UJSi^  and  name,  wee 
dotf  for  us^  our  heirs,  and  fucceflburs^  make,  ordaine^ 
Ferpetual  conftitute,  and  confirme  by  thefe  prefents  $  and  that 
•ttCGcssioxu  ^^  ^^^  name  they  fliall  have  perpetoall  fucceffion; 

and  that  by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fucoeffora 
otpacity  to  (hall  and  may  be  capable  and  enabled,  as  well  to  im- 
ud  tobe  picade  and  to  be  impleaded,  and  to  profecute,  demand^ 
impietded.  ^^  aafwcr,  and  be  anfwered-unio,  in  all  and  Angular 

fiailcs, 


jttllcf  ^  caufess  <ioarivb>  and  aftioas,  of  what  kind  and 

oaiore  foevu  ^  And  alio  to  have,  lake,  pofl«fie,  acquire  ^^^^^^ 

aad  piKctefe  aoy  lands>  tenenieots,  and  heredilaments,,  lands  or 

?oods  *  ftod 

9r  any  gnodbi  or  cbattells,  and  the  (ante  to  leafe^  grants  to  gram  or 
demife,  alien,  bargain,  iell,  and  difpofe  of,  aa  other  our  ^^^  ^^^™' 
]mgt  people  of  this  our  reakne  of  England,  or  asy 
other  corporation  or  body  politique  of  the  bmJ^f  may 
lawfully  doe.      And  further  that  the  faid  Governor 
and  compadie  and  their  fucceflbrs  may  have:  forever 
one  coaifnon  fcale  to  be  ufcd  in  all  caufes  and  occa-  a  connm 
fionactf  tke  faid  Companie,  and  the  fame  (eale  may 
diet,  cdbange^  break  and  ntw-make  from  time  to  time 
al  their  plealares. 

And  ^xm  will  and  picafure  id,  and  we  do  beieby,  for  The  go- 
n^  our  bktira,  and  fucceilbrs,  ordaiae  and  grant,  tkat  onh!f ^ 
hmn  henceforth  for  ever  there  flujl  be  one  Governor^  corpontioB. 
one  deputy- CSovemor,  and  eighteen  Affifiants,  of  the 
Cud  C^Hwpanie  to  be  fvom  time  to  time  conftituted, 
defied  and  cbpfenout  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  Coat-  a  Govemoc 
panie  for  ibe  tivie  heinge,  in  fuch  manner  and  forme  ^^^^^ 
m  bennft^r  in  thefe  prefenta  ia  exprefled.    Whlsh  (aid 
ofi€eff&  ibatl  apply  themie)ve«  to  take  care  for  the  bed  Their  power 
d^oflng  and  ordering  of  the  generaU  bufioefs  aod^    "^* 
afiairet  oS,  for,  and  concerning,  the  faid  landa  and  pse* 
mifiea  b««by  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  the  planta* 
tion  Ibered^  and  the  government  of  the  people  there. 

And  for  the  better  eaecoftion  of  our  royall  pleafute  and 
grant  in  ihia  bebalfe>^ we  dotby  tbefe  prefents^  for  u%  our  NomtaadoB 
htirea^aod  foceeflbra,.  nQminate»  ordain,  make,  and  con-  qJ^J).^^^ 
fiiln^e  ova  w€^14)eloved,  the  faid  Matthew  Craddock,  to  Aasiicants. 
be  thefirft  and  prefenlGoveriioirof  the  faid  CcMnpaaie, 
and  the  faid  Thomaa  Goflfe  to  be  deputy*Goveaior  of  the 
ttd  Coiapaaie»and  the  find  Sir  Kehard  SaltonAall,  Ifoac 
Mmfoa^  Samuel  Aldeifey^  John  Ven,  John  Hnmfpey, 
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John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Increare  Nowell, 
Richard  Perry,   Nathaniel   Wright,   Samuel  Vaflall, 
Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Thomas  Hutchins^ 
John  Browne,  George  FoXcroft,  William  Vaflall,  and 
William  Pinchon,  to  be  the  prefent  Afiiftants  of  the 
faid  Companie,  to  continue  in  the  faid  feveral  offices 
refpe£tively  for  fuch*  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  in 
and  by  thefe  prefents  U  hereafter  declared  and  appointed, 
t^owertoas-     And  further  we  will,  and,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us^ 
Mid^comp*.  ^^**  heires,  and  fucceflbrs,  do  ordaine  and  grant  that  the 
■y«  Governor  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  being,  of 

in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  ficknefs  or  otherwife^ 
the  deputy-Governor  for  the  time  being,  (ball  have  au- 
thority  from  time  to  time  upon  all  occaiions  to  give 
order  for  the  aflembling  of  the  faid  Companie,  and 
calling  them  together  to  confult  and  advife  of  the 
bufinefs  and  affaires  of  the  faid  Companie. 
Monthly         And  that  the  faid  Governor,  deputy-GrOvemor,  and 
iembiies  of  Afliftantsof  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  being  (hall, 
mwrwid''  ^^  '"^y*  ^^^  every  month,  or  oftener  at  their  pleafures^ 
Attiicanti,   aflemble  and  hould  and  keep  a  court,  or  aflembly  of 
themfelves,  for  the  better  ordering  and  direding  of  their 
affairs.  And  that  any  feven,  or  more,  perfons  of  the  Af«* 
fiftants,  together  with  the  Governor,  or  deputy-Gover- 
nor, fo  affembled  (hall  be  faid,  taken,  held,  and  reputed 
to  be,  and  (hall  be,  a  full  and  fuiScient  court  or  s^em^ 
bly  of  the  faid  Company,  for  the  handling,  ordering,  and 
difpatching  of  all  fuch  bufineffes  and  occurrents,  as 
(hall  from  time  to  time  happen,  touching  or  concerning 
F'ourgene-  the  faid  Companie  or  plantation.     And   that  there 

Si  w?r  °^  *^"'  ^^  ™*y»  ^^  ^*^'^  ^^^  ^^V^  ^y  ^^^  Governor  or 
comptny  in  deputy- Govemor  of  the  (aid  Companie,  and  feven,  or 

more,  of  the  faid  Afliftauls  for  the  time  being,  upon 

every  laft  Wednefday  m  Hillary,  Eafter,  Trinity  and 

Michael* 
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Micfaaelmas  Terms  refpeftively  for  ever,  one  great, 
generall   and  folemn   aflembly ;  v^hich  four  general! 
affembiied  fliall  be  ftyled  and  called  the  foute  greati 
and  generall  courts  of  the  faid  Company  :  In  all  or  any 
6f  which  faid  greate  and  generall  courts  fo  aflembled^ 
We  do,  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucceifours,  give  and 
grant  to  the  faid  Govemour  and  Companie  and  theire 
iucceflburs,  that  the  Govemour,  or  in  his  abfence  the 
deputy* Govemour^  of  the  faid  Compadie  for  the  lime 
being,  and  fuch  of  the  Affiftants  and  freemen  of  the 
faid  Companie  as  (hall  be  prefent,  or  the  greater  num- 
ber of  tbem  fo  aiTembled,  (whereof  the  Governour  or 
deputy-Gofernour,  and  fix  of  the  Aflifiants  at  the 
leaft,  to  be  feven,)  fhall  have  full  power  aad  authority  Power  to 
to  cboofe,  nominate,  and  appoint  fuch  and  fo  many  ^^n  of  the 
others  as  they  (hall  thinke  fitt,  and  that  fliall  be  willing  •»«•  «>»- 
to  accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of  the  faid  Company  and       ^ 
Body,  and  them  into  the  fame  to  admit :  add  to  elefl;  And  to  elect 

'  ,  omcen  of 

and  conftitute  fuch  officers  as  they  ihall  thinke  fitt  and  thenme. 
requifite  for  the  ordering,  managing,  and  difpatching 
of  the  affaireA  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Companie  and 
theire  fucceflburs :  and  to  make  lawes  and  ordinances  And  to 
for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  faid  Companie,  and  and  ordi- 
for  the  government  and  ordering  of  the  faid  lands  and  "^^jjfj^' 
plantation,  and  the  people  inhabiteing  and  to  inhabitejheiaid 
the  fame,  as  to  them  from  time  to  time  (hall  be  thought  ingrepug- 
mcete :  So  as  fuch  lawes  and  ordinances  be  not  con-  ^^^%  ^ 
trary  or  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  our  EngUnd. 
nealme  of  England. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  The  Gover- 
fbr  uSj  our  heirs  and  fucceflburs,  eRablifli  and  or-  deputy- 
daine }  That  yearely  once  in  tlje  yeare  forever  here-  SJ^ali^t'' 
after,  namely,  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Eafter  terme  *«»>  "hall 
yearely^  the  Govemour,  depuiy-^  Govemour  and  Aflfift- every  year  at 

*-  Easter. 
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ants  of  tbt    laid  Compaue,  and  all    other  o&ctn 

of  the  faid  Companie  fha>i  be^  in  the  general!  court» 

or  aflemblie,  to  be  held  Cor  that  day  os  tincie,  newly 

chofen  for  the  yeare  tniueing  by  fuch  greater  part  of 

the  faid  Coropanie  for  the  time  beings  then  and  there 

prefenti  as  is  aferefaid. 

Manner  of      And  if  it  (hall  happea  that  the  prefent  Goveniouii  de- 

viiouiclof  in  puty-Governour  and  Affifiants  bythefe  prefents  appoialr 

the  offices    ^A  or  fuch  as  (hall  heseafter  be  newly  chofen  into  ibetc 

of  the  said         '  ' 

company  rooQiB^  or  any  of  theniy  or  ajeiy  other  of  the  officers  to  b€ 
by  deaths  or  appointed  for  the  faid  Companies  (hall  die,  or  be  removed 
removal*,    f^^  y^^^  ^^  |j^^P  feverall  offices  or  places  before  the  (aid 

geoerall  day  of  eleftioo,  (whom  we  do  hereby  declare  for 
Power  given  any  mifdemeanor^  or  defect^  to  be  removable  by  the  Go- 
panytorc-  vemour,  deputy -Governor,  AiSftants,  and  Comfanief 
offions  for^  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them  in  any  of  the  puUick 
misbeha¥i-  courts  to  be  aflemblcd  as  is  aforefaid)  that  then,  and 
in  every  fuch  cafe  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful!  to 
and  for  the  Governor,  deputy-Governor,  Affiftants,  and 
Companicji  aforeraid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them 
(b  to  be  aiTembled  as  is  aforelaid^  in  any  of  their  af« 
femblies^  to  proceed  lo  a  new  ele&io»  of  ,one  or 
more  others  of^  their  company,  in  the  rooms  or 
places  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  fo  dyeing  or  removed, 
accordiiig  to  their  difcretions..  And  immediately  upoa 
and  after  fuch  ele&ionand  eledions  made  o£  fuch  Gb*^ 
vemour,  deputy-Govemour^  Affiftant,  or  Affiftants,  or 
any  other  oiEcer  of  the  (aid  Companie,  in  manner  and 
forme  aforefaid,  the  authority,  office,  and  power  before 
given  to  the  former  Goveniour^  deputy*Gk)veniour^ 
or  other  officer  and  offieers,  fo  removedj^  in  wbofe  ftead 
and  place  new  officers  (hall  befo  chofen,  (hall,  as  to  bioa 
and  them,  and  every  of  tbem^  ceafo  and  drtermine* 
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IVovid^d  alfd^  and  our  will  and  pleafurc  is,  that  as  well  The  offictn 
fucb  as  are  by  thefe  pre(ent8  appointed  to  be  the  prefeat  jMiny  sbiii 
GoTOTiour,  depuey-Govcniour,  and  Affiftants  of  the  Jfofficcr*' 
(aid  CompMiie^  as  thofe  that  Oiall  fucceed  them^aad 
all  other  officers  to  be  appointed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid^ 
IImU,  befefe  ibey  undertake  the  execution  of  their  faid 
offices  and  places  refpedtvely,  take  their  corporal 
oathes  for  their  due  and  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties  in  their  fererall  offices  and  places,  before  fuch 
peribn  or  perfons  as  are  by  thcfe  prefents  hereunder 
appointed  to  take  and  receive  the  fame,  that  is  to  fay, 
%he  (aid  Matthew  Craddock.  who  is  hereby  nominated  , 
and  appointed  the  prefent  Governour  of  the  faid  Com-* 
panic,  ihall  take  the  faid  oathes  before  one  or  more  of 
the  M afters  of  our  Couit  of  Chancery  for  the  time  be* 
tog,  unto  which  Matter  or  Mafters  of  the  Chancery 
we  do  by  thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  authority 
lo  take  aud  adiiiiniHer  the  laid  oath  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nour aecordin^y.  And  after  the  faid  Governour  (bail 
be  fwome,  then  the  faid  deputy- Governour  and  Affift- 
ants  before  by  thefe  prefents  nominated  and  appointed, 
fliall  take  the  faid  feveral  oathes,  to  their  offices  and 
{daces  refpe£Uvely  belonging,  before  the  faid  Matthew 
Craddock  the  prefent  Governour,  fo  fwome  as  afor&- 
faKk  And  every  fucfa  perfon  as  fhall  at  the  time  of  the 
annifal  eleAion,  or  otherwife,  upon  death  or  removal!, 
be  appointed  to  be  the  new  Governour  of  the  faid 
Covnpanie,  ihall  lake  the  oathes  to  that  place  belongings 
before  the  deputy-Govemour  or  two  of  the  Afliftants 
of  the  faid  Companie,  at  the  leaft,  for  the  time,  being. 
And  the  new-eleded  deputy-Govemour  and  Afliflints, 
and  aN  other  officers  to  be  hereafter  chofen  as  aibrefaid 
fiom  time  to  time,  (hall  take  the  oathes  to  their  places 
aefpedively  belonging  before  the  Governour  of  the  faid 
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Companie  for  the  time  being.    Unto  which  faid  Go- 

vcrnour,  deputy- Govcraour,  and  Aliiftants,  we  do  by 

thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  authority  to  give  and 

adminifler  the  faid  oathes  refpeSively,  according  to  the 

true  meaning  herein  before-declared,  without  any  com- 

miflion  or  further  warrant  to  be  had  and  obtained  of  us, 

our  heirs,  and  fucccflbrs^  in  that  behalfe. 

Power  to        And  we  do  further,  of  our  efpeciali  grace,  certain 

to  New^-^'    knowledge,  and  raeere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 

England^    fucceffours,  give  and  grant  lo  the  faid  Governour  and 

sons  as  ire  Companie,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  by  thefe  prefcntSy 

go  thither ;  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  and  free  for  them  and  their  af- 

wuh  cattle   ^g^cs,  at  all  and  every  time  and  limes  hereafter,  out  of 

and  other    gj^y  of  our  realmes  and  dominions  whatfoever,  to  take, 

thinf^  ne*         ' 

ce^saiy  for  lead,  carry,  and  tranfport  for,  inland  into  their  voyages, 
cnce.        '  And  for  and  towards  the  faid  plantation  in  New^Eng- 
tand,  all  fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubje6ls,  or 
any  Grangers  that  will    become  our  loving  fubje£ts, 
and  live  under  our  allegiance,  as  (hall  willingly  accom- 
pany ihem  in  the  fame  voyages  and  plantation,  and  alfo 
(hipping,  armour,   weapons,  ordinance,  ammuniuon, 
powder,  (hott,  corne,    victuals,   and   all   manner  of 
clothing,  implements,  furniture,  beads,  cattle,  horfes, 
mares,  merchandizes,  and  all  other  things  necefTary  for 
^he  faid  plantation,  and  for  their  ufe  and  defence,  and  for 
trade  with  the  people  there,  and  in  pafling  and  returning 
to  and  fro,  any  law  or  (tatute  to  the  contrary  hereof  in 
Rxcraption  ^ny  wife  notwith (landing,  And  without  paying  or  yceld- 
from  the      jyg^  gj^y  cuftome  or  fubfidie,  either  inward  or  outward,  to 

))aymentof    "o       /  '  * 

cusioins  or  uj^  our  beirs,  or  fucceffours,  for  the  fame,  by  the  fpace  of 

England  for  fevert  Veares  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefenta. 

l^rf         Provided  that  none  of  the  faid  perfons  be  fuch  as  (hall 

be  hereafter  by  fpecial  name  retrained  by  us,  our  heires, 

and  fucceflTours. 

And 
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Aihl  ferlheir further  encourajremcnt,  of  our  efpecial  Exempnoa 
grice  and  favour,  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  ami  cos. 
beires,  and  fucceflbur9>  yeeld  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go*  ^^^^  Eng- 
vcmour  and  Companie,  and  their fucceflburs,  and  every  J|^-^f ' 
of  them,  their  fa&ors  and  affignes,  that  they,  and  every  and  from  all 
of  them,  (hall  be  free  and  quit  from  all  taxes,  fubfidies,  imporutioa 
aod  cuftomes  in  New- England  for  the  like  fpace  of  fe-  ^i^ToT^ 
Ten  yeares ;  and  from  all  taxes  aud  impofitions  for  the  s<>o^»  ^* 

'  '  ^  ccpt  5  pcx 

fpace  of  twenty  ana  one  yeares  upon  all  goods  and  mer-  cent  upon 
ehandifes  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,   either  upon  ^^a  into 
importation  thither,  or  exportation  from  thence,  into  5,"^other°' 
our  realme  of  England,  or  into  any  other  of  our  domi-  dominions 
nions,  by  the  faid  Govemourand  Companie,  and  their  crown,  for 
fiicceflburs,  their  deputies^  factors,  and  aflignes,  or  any  ^^^  q" 
of  them,  except  only  the  five  pounds  per  centum  due  ^'^c"^*^* 
for  cuftome  upon  all  fucb  goods  and  merchandifes,  as 
after  the  faid  feveu  yeares  dial!  be  expired  (hall  be 
brought  or  imported  into  our  realme  of  Endand,  or 
my  other  of  our  dominions,  according  to  the  ancient 
trade  of  merchants,  which  five  pounds  per  centum  onely 
being  paid,  it  (hall  be  thenceforth  lawful!  and  free  for  Liberty  of 
the  faid  adventurers,  the  fame  goods  and  merchandizes,  th^sa^' 
to  export  and  carry  out  of  our  faid  dominions  into  for-  |^^"^** 
reign  parts  ,without  any  cuftome,  taxe  or  other  duty  to  P^^>  w'><^* 

1  .  ,  ,    .  1    r         y^  'in  thirteen 

be  paid  to  us,  our  heires  and  fucceirours,  or  to  any  months 
other  ofScers  or  minilters  of  us,  our  heirs  [and  fuccef-  fint'^i^nd' 
lours.    Provided  that  the  faid  goods  and  merchandizes  *"5' 
be  (hipped«out  within  thirteen  months  after  their  firfi 
landing  within  any  part  of  the  faid  dominions. 

And  we  do,  for  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceffours,  give 
and  grant  unto  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie,  atid 
their  fucceflburs,  that,  whenfoever,  or  fo  often  as  any 
cuftome  or  (ub(idie  (hall  grow  due  or  payable  unto  us, 
0ur  beiry^  and  fucceflburs,  according  to  the  limitation 
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Slid  appointment  tforefaid,  by  reaibti  of  any  gooda, 

wares,  or  merchandireft  lo  be  (hipped-oiiti  or  any  re* 

tuf  n  to  be  made  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandifesy 

unto  or  frf)m  the  faid  parts  of  New-England  hereby 

mentioned  to  be  granted  as  aforefaid,  or  any  the  lands 

time  shall  ^^^  territiories  aforefaid,  that  then  and  fo  often  and  in 

for  thr*^**  fuch  cafe  the  farmers,  ciiiftomers,  and  oBrcers  of  our  ciif- 

payftieatof  tomes  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  every  of  them  for 

one  half  of  .  .  ^  *  ^ 

the  COS-      the  time  being,  upon  requcft  made  to  them  by  the  faid 

Govenvour and  Company,  or  their  fucc*eflburs, faAors,  or 

afllgnes,  and  upon  convenient  lecurity  to  be  given  ia 

that  befaalfe,  (hall  give  and  aliowe  unto  the  faid  Cover- 

nour  and  Companie  and  their  fncceflburs,  and  to  all  and 

every  pcrfon  or  perfons  free  of  that  Companie  as  afore* 

faid,  fix  months  time  for  the  payment  of  the  one  halfe 

of  all  fuch  cuftome  and  fubfidie  ae  (hall  be  payable  unto 

us,  our  heires,  and  fuccelTours,  for  the  fame;  for  which 

thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the  duplicate  or  the  inrolU 

ment  thereof,  (hall  be  unto  our  faid  officers  a  fufficient 

Provision     warrant  and  difcharge.      Neverthelefs,    our  will  and 

fraudulent   p'^afurc  is,  that  any  of  the  faid  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 

of  coodMo   c*^*''***^^*  which  be,  or  (hall  be,  at  any  time  hereafter 

foreign        landed  or  exported  out  of  any  of  our  realmes  aforefaid, 

countries,  . 

under  a  pre-  and  (hall  be  (hipped  with  a  purpofe  not  to  be  carried  to 

ry^ng°hcm  ^^  P**"**  ^^  Ncw-England  aforefaid,  but  to  fome  other 

E  ^^^A      P^®^>  ^^^^  ^^^"  ^"^^  payment,  dutie,  cuftotne,  impofi-> 

.    tion,  or  forfeiture  (hall  be  paid  or  belong  to  us,  our 

heires  aiid  iucccfTors,    fer  the  faid  goods,  wares  and 

merchandife  fo  fraudulently  fought  to  be  traufported^ 

as  if  tht«  our  gratit  had  not  been  made  or  granted. 

And  we  do  furtherwiil,  aud^  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  hriret  and  fuc>ceflbrs,  (irmely  enjoine  amd  commande^ 
as  well  the  Treafurer,  Chancellor,  and  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceCors,   aa  alfo  all 

and 
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and  fininilar  the  cuftomera,  farmers,  and  colledors  of  Wammt  » 
the  cuftomeSy  fubndies^  and  unpoita,  and  other  the  om-  of  the  Ex- 
cers  and  zninifters  of  us,  our  heires,   and  fucceiTors,  cu^onw  "to 
whatfoever  for  the  time  being,  that  they  and  every  of  ^^  ^*  '^^ 
ihem^  upon  the  (howing-forth  unto  them  of  tbcfe  letters  v^r  i*>c 
patents,  or  the  duphcate  or  exemphfication  of  the  lame,  above  mm- 
without  any  other  writ  or  warrant  wbatfoever  from  u«,  ^^^^  ' 
our  heirs,  or  fucccflfors,  to  be  obtained  or  fued-forth,  dp 
and  (ball  make  full,  whole,  entire  and  due  allowanca 
and  cleare  difcbarge  unto  the  faid  Goveroouraod  Com* 
paaie,  and  tbeire  facceflara,  of  all  cuftomes,  fubfidies, 
impofitions,  taxes,  and  duties  wbatfoever,  that  (ball,  or 
may,  be  claymed  by   us,  our  heirea,  and  fucceflbrs^ 
of,  or  from,  the  faid  Governonr  and  Companie,  and  their 
fuoceilbrs,  for,  or  by  reafoa  of,  the  faid  goods,  chattels^ 
wares,  merchandifes  and  premifes,  to  be  exported  out 
of  our  faid  dominions,  or  any  of  tbem,  into  any  part  of  the 
{aid  lands  or  premifes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  given^ 
granted,  and  confirmed,  or  for,  or  by  reafon  of,  any  of 
the  faid  goods,  chattels,  wares,  Oir  merchandifes,  to  be 
imported  from  the  faid  lands  and  premifes  hereby  men- 
fioned  to  be  given,  grafted  and  confirmed,  into  ^ny  of 
our  faid  dominions,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  aforefaud, 
excepting  only  the  faid  five  pounds  p^r  centum  hereby 
referved  and  payable  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid 
terme  of  feven  years  as  aforefaid,  and  not  before.    And 
thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the  inroUment,  dupUcat^s^ 
or  exemplification  of  the  fame,  (hall  for  ever  hereafter, 
from  time  to  time,  as  well  to  the  Treafurer,  Cluncelbr, 
and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  us^  our  heires,  and  fi|<7* 
ceflbrs,  as  to  all  and  lingular  the  cuftomefs,  farmers, 
and  colle£kors  of  the  cuftoms,  fubfidies,  and  impoSs, 
of  us,  our  hfii^j  and  facceflbjrs,  and  all  fearcbers  ano 
other  the  oftcfrs  and  miniders  wbatfoever  of  us,  our 

03  heires* 


86 

heires,  and  fucceiTors,  for  the  time  being,  be  a  fuffici-' 
ent  warrant  and  difcharge  in  this  behalfe. 
Per.j!OMibai     And  further  our  will  and  pleafurc  is,   and  we  doe 

shall  be  ^  ^  ■  '         ^ 

bom  in  the  hcfcby  foT  us,'our  heires,  and  fucceffors,  ordain,  declare, 
byeranted  ^^^  grafnt  to  the  faid  Govemour  and  Companle,  and 
^idwd   ^^^^^  fucceflbrs,  That  all  and  every  the  fubjefts  of 

ti  natural    us,  OUT  heires,  or  facceffors,  which  (hall  coe  to  and  in- 
born sub*  ...  .  , 
jccti.         habite  withrn  the  (aid  lands  and  premifles  hereby  men- 
tioned to  be  granted,  and  every  of  their  children  which 
fball  happen  to  be  borne  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  going 
thither  or  retunirng  frotA  thence,  (ha)!  have  and  enjoy 
all  libefties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural!  fubjeds 
within  kny  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heires^  or  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  to  al!  intents,  conftruArons,  and  purpofes  what- 
foever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them  were  borne  within 
Power  to     the  realme  of  England.     And  that  the  Grovemour  and 

administer  ^  r  •  t  *-■ 

the  oaths  of  deputy- Govemour  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time 

and^suprc-  being,  or  either  of  them,  and  any  two,  or  more,  of  fuch 

^JSlil  who  ^^  ^^^  '^'^  A(Iiftantd  as  (hall  be  thereunto  appointed  by 

shall  here-  the  faid  Govemour  and  Companie  at  any  of  their  courts, 

in  the  lands  or  affemblies  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  (hall  and  may,  at 

granted.      *''  tymes,  and  from  tyme  to  tyme,  hereafter,  have  full 

power  and  authority  to  adminrller  and  give  the  oath 

and  oathes  of  fupremacie  and   altegiance,    or   either 

of  them>  to  all  and  every  perfon  or  perfons  which  shall 

at  ai>y  tjrme,  or  tymes,  hereafter  goe  or  paffe  to  the 

lands  and  premiffes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted, 

to  inhabite  in  the  fame. 

Power  to         And  wee  do,  of  our  further  gr2(ce,  cef  taine  knowledge, 

and  ordi^    And  meere  motion,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gover- 

"*"J^' "J*^*  nouf  and  Companie,  and  their  fucce(rors,  that  it  fhall 

contrary  to  ■  '  ' 

the  laws  of  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  Govemour,  or  deputy- 
Goveraour,  and  fuch  of  the  Aflifiants  and  Freemen  of 
the  faid  Companie  for  the  tyme  being  ftn  (hall  be  af. ' 

femblcd 
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fembled  in  any  of  their  generall  courts  aforefaid,  or  in 
any  other  courts  to  be  fpecially  fummoned  and  affem- 
bled  for  that  purpofe,  or  the  greater  part  of  them 
(whereof  the  Governour,  or  deputy-Governour,  and  five 
of  the  Afliftants,  to  be  always  feven)  from  t)Tne  to  f ymc 
to  make,  ordainc,  and  eflablilh  all  manner  of  wfaole- 
fome  and  reafonaljle  orders,  laws,  flatutes,  and  ordi- 
nances, dire£lions  and  inftruQion?,  not  contrary  to 
the  lawes  of  this  our  realnie  of  England,  as  well  for 
the  fettling  of  the  formes  and  ceremonies  of  govern- 
ment and  niagiflracie  fitt  and  neceffary  for  the  faid 
plantation  and  the  inhabitants  there,  and  for  nameing 
and  ftyling  of  all  forts  of  officers  both  fuperiour  and  in* 
feriour,  which  they  fhall  find  needful  for  that  govern- 
ment  and  plantation,  and  the  ditiinguifhing  and  fetting* 
forth  of  the  feverall  duties,  powers,  and  limits  of  every 
fuch  office  and  place,  and  the  formes  of  fuch  oathes,  war- 
rantable by  the  lawes- and  ftatutes  of  this  our  realme  of 
England,  as  fhall  be  refpeftively  miniftred  unto  tiiem, 
for  the  execution  of  the  faid  fevcral  offices  and  places  ; 
as  alfo  for  the  difpofing  and  ordering  of  theele^lions  of 
fuch  of  the  faid  officers  as  (hall  be  annual),  and  of  fuch 
others  as  fliall  be  to  fucceed  in  cafe  of  death  or  remo^'al, 
and  miniRring  the  faid  oathes  to  the  new-ele£ted  officers; 
and  for  impolition  of  lawful  fines,  mul6ls,  imprifon- 
xnent,  or  other  lawful  correftion,  according  to  th€ 
courfe  of  other  corporations  in  this  our  realme  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  for  the  direfting,  ruleing,  and  difpofeing-of 
all  other  matters  and  things  whereby  our  faid  people 
inhabiting  there  may  be  fo  religioufly,  peaceably,  and 
civilly  governed,  as  their  good  life  and  orderly  conver- 
sation may  winne  and  invite  the  natives  of  that  coun- 
try to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  onely  true 
God  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the  Chriftian  faith, 

G  4  which 
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All  such     which  in  oi;ir  royall  intention  and  th«  adventnrers  free 
Ushed^n     profeffion  is  the  principal  end  of  this  plantatiQii^     Will- 
underfhe    ^"8>  Commanding,  and  requiring,  and  by  ihcfe  presents 
common    for  qs,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaineing  and  ap- 
company,   pointbg,   that  all  fuch  orders,  lawes,  ftatutes  and  or- 
Krred^nd  dinances^  in(lru£lionji  and  dire&ions,  as  (hall  be  made 
executed,    jjy  (\^^  Govemour  or  deputy- Govemour  of  the  faid 
Company,  and  fuch  of  the  Affiftants  and  Freemen  as 
aforefaid,  and  publiOied  in  writing  under  theire  com- 
mon feale,  i^all  be  carefully  and  duely  obferVedi  kepfi 
perfofwed,  and  putt  in  execution,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaneing  pf  the  fame.     And  tbefe  our  let- 
ters p^tents^  or  the  duplicate,  or  exemplification,  there- 
of, (hall  be,  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperiour  and 
inferiour,  from  tyme  tp  tyme|  for  the  patting  of  the  fame 
orders,  lawes,  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  intlru^ions  and 
dire£tions,  in  due  execution,  againil  us,  our  heires  and 
fucce^ors,  a  fufficient  warrant  and  difcharge. 
The  Cover-     And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceObrs, 
othCT^ffi.  8^^^  *"^  grant  to  the  faid  Grovernour  and  Companie, 

ccrs'  era-     and  tb^ir  fuccefTors,  by  ihefe  prefents.  That  all   ^nd 

ployedby  . 

tbecompa-  pv^TY  fuch  chiefe  commanders,  captains,  governours, 

i"ng?and**^'  ^^^  Other  pfficers  and  mjnifters,  as  by  the  faid  orders^ 
*h*^-^SSb'-  '*^^'*  ftattftes,  ordinances,  inftruAipns,  or  dire^ions^ 
tantsthereof  of  the  fi^id  Gov^rnour  and  Coippanie  for  the  tyme  be- 
to^eiaid  iogi  (hall  1)6  from  tyme  to  tyme  here^if^er  employed 
^^**  either  in  the  governntent  pf  the  f^id  inhabitant^  and 

plantation,  or  in  the  way  by  kd,  thither  or  from  thence, 
according  to  the  natures  and  liini^  of  th^ir  pffices  and 
places  rpfpe£lively,  (hall  from  tyme  to  tyme  hereafter 
forever  within  the  preeindis  arid  parts  of  f^ew-England 
hereby  mentioned  tp  be  granted  and  pon^rmed,  or  in 
the  way  by  fpa  thither,  or  from  thence,  have  full  and 
abfolute  power  and  authority  to  corred^  punilhi  par- 
don. 
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doD,  governc  and  rule  all  fuch^  the  fubjefls  of  us,  our 
heirsj  and  fucceflbrs,  as  (hall  from  tymc  to  tyme  adven. 
turc  themfelves  in  any  voyage  thither  or  from  thence,  or 
that  (hall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  inhabite  within  the  pre- 
cin^s  and  parts  of  New-England  aforefaid,  according 
to  the  orders,  lawes,  ordinances,  infiru^ions  and  di- 
re^ions  aforefaid,  not  being  repugnant  to  the  lawes  and 
flatutes  of  our  realme  of  England  as  aforefaid. 

Ajid  wee  do  further,  for  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceC  p^^cr  to 
fora,  ffive  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and  Com-  *c  officerg 
panic,  and  theire  fucce(rors,  by  thefe  prefents.  That  it  company 
(hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief  comman-  the  prenlil. 
dcrs,  govemours,  and  officers  of  the  faid  companie  for  ^^,Jj!5^*'^j 
the  lyme  being,  who  (hall  be  refident  in  the  faid  part  fo  the  other 
of  New- England  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  granted,  of  thesame, 
and  others  there  inhabiteing,  by  their  appointment  Ihcmsclvcs 
and  direction  from  tyme  to  tyme  and  at  all  tymes  here-  ^y  f^'ccof 

,  ^  '  arms  against 

afit^r,  for  their  fpeciall  defence  and  fafety  to  encounter,  invaders. 
Tcpulfe,  repell,  and  re(ift,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by 
fea  as  by  land,  and  by  all  fitting  wayes  and  meanes 
«fhat(oever,  all  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  as  (Iiall  at  any 
tymc  hereafter  attempt  or  enterprife  the  de(lru6lion, 
invafiqn,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  faid  plantation 
or  inhabitants:  And  to  take  and   furprife  by  all  wayes 
and  meanes  whatfoever  all  and   every  fuch  perfon  and 
perfonf^  with   their  (hipps,   armour,   munition,    and 
other  goods,  as  (hall  in  hoftile  manner  invade  and 
attempt  the  defeatinge  of  the  faid  plantation,  or  the 
hurt  of  the  faid  companie  and  inhabitants.    Neverthe* 
kfs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  for  tbe  case 
to  all  Chrittian  Kings,  Princes,  and   States,  that,  if  comS 
any  perfon  or  perfons  which  (hall  hereafter  be  of  the  ^7  '*»« 
laiQ  companie  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  fycenle  the  said 
or  appointment  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  ^^"^ 

for 
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Others  of  for  the  tymc  being,  fliall,  at  any  time  or  times,  liere- 
tubjccts,  or  after,  robb  or  fpoyle  by  fea  or  by  land,  or  do  any  hurt, 
S^anyothcr  Violence,  or  unlawful  hoftility  to  any  of  the  subjects 
princ^  or  of  US,  our  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs,  or  any  of  the  subjects 
of  any  Prince  or  State  being  then  in  league  and  amity 
with  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  and  that  upon  fuch 
injury  done,  and  upon  juft  complaint  of  fuch  Prince 
or  State,  or  their  fubjefts,  wee,  our  heircs,  or  fucceflbrs, 
{hall  make  open  proclamation  within  any  of  the  parts 
within  our  realme  of  England  commodious  for  that 
purpofe,  that  the  pcrfon  or  perfons  having  committed 
any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoyle,  (hall,  within  the  terme 
limited  by  fuch  a  proclamation,  make  full  reflitution 
or  fatisfa£lion  of  all  fuch  injuries  done,  fo  as  the  faid 
Princes  or  others  fo  complaining  may  hould  them- 
felves  fully  fatis6ed  and  contented.  And  that  if  the 
faid  pcrfon  or  perfons  having  committed  fuch  robbery 
or  fpoyle  fhall  not  make,  or  caufe  to  be  made,  fatisfac- 
tion  accordingly,  within  fuch  tymc  fo  to  be  lymittcd,  that 
then  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceflbrs, 
to  putt  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance 
and  prote£lion  ;  and  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  and  free  for 
all  Princes  to  profecute  with  hoftility  the  faid  ofienderB 
and  every  of  them,  their,  and  every  of  their,  procurers, 
ayders,  abettors,  and  comforters,  in  that  behalfe. 
rcMsrvUig  to  Provided  alfo,  and  our  expreflc  will  and  pleafure  is, 
the  king^i    and  wee  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heires  and 

other  sub-  /  .  -- 

jects  the      fucceflbrs,  ordainc  and  appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  fliau 

[Jfg  on  the  not  in  any  manner  enure,  or  be  taken,  to  abridge,  barre, 

coast  of  the  ^^  hinder  any  of  our  loving  fubjeSs  whatfoever  to  ufc 

hereby        and  exercife  the  trade  of  fiftiing  upon  the  coafla  of 

New-England  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  mentioned 

to   be  granted :    But   that   they,   and   every   or    any 

of  them,  (hall  have  full  and  free  power  and  liberty  to 

continue 
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faid  coaft  in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoineing,  or 
any  armes  of  the  feas  or  falt-waier  rivers  where  they 
have  beene  wont  to  fifli,  and  to  build  and  fet-up  upon 
the  lands  by  thefe  prefents  granted  fuch  wharfes^  ftsges,  ^ 
and  workhoufes  as  fhall  be  neceiTary  for  the  falling, 
d^i°&  keeping,  and  packing-up  of  their  fifh  to 
be  taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coaft;  and  to  cut- 
downe  and  take  fuch  trees  and  other  materialls  there 
growings  or  being,  as  (hall  be  needful  for  that  pur- 
pofc,  and  for  all  other  neceflfary  eafements,  helpes,  and 
advantages,  concerning  their  faid  trade  of  fifliing  there, 
in  fuch  manner  and  forme  as  they  have  been  hereto- 
fore at  any  tyme  accuftomed  to  doe,  without  makeing 
any  wilful  wafte  or  fpoyle,  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  we  do  further,  for  us^  our  heires,  and  fucceiTors,  These  let- 
ofdaineand  grant  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie,  ,"aii^c"^ 
and  their  fucccflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  thefe  our  let-  5«»<*  \n\iw, 

■^  and  shall  he 

ters  patents  (hall  be  firme,  good,   efie6lual,  and  availa- construed  in 
ble  in  all  things,  and  to  all  intents  and  conftrudions  the  compa* 
of  iawe,  according  to  our  true  meaning  herein  before  ^^[J^  ^ 
declared,  and  (hall  be  conftrued,  reputed,  and  adjudged  ins  any 
in  all  cafes  moft  favourably  on  the  behalfcand  for  the  orimperfec- 
benefit  and  behoofe  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Com-  Jh° „,* "r 
panic  and  their  fucceffors  :  although  exprefle  mention  *°y  former 

*^  .  .  sututc,  or 

of  the  true  yearly  value,  or  certainty,  of  the  premifles.  other  acts 
or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants,  by  us  to  theconr*' 
or  any  other  of  our  progenitors  or  predeceflbrs,  to  the  ^^^^^' 
^orelaid  Governour  and   Companie  before  this  time 
made,  in  thefe  prefents  is  not  made ;  or  any  ftatute, 
a&,  ordinance,  provifion,  proclamation,' or  reftraint  to 
the  contrary  thereof  heretofore  had,  made,  publiflieJj 
ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  matter,  caufe,  or 

thing 
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thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrarie  thereof  in  any  wife 
notwithftanding.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  caufed 
thefe'  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourfelvcs 
at  Weftminfterj  the  fourth  Day  of  March  in  the  fourth 
yeare  of  our  reigne. 


This  is  a  true  copy  of  fuch  letters 

Satents  under  the  great  feal  of 
iielaad.  In  teftimony  whereof, 
I,  John  Winthrop,  Govemour 
of  the  Mattachufetts  aforefaid, 
have  caufed  the  pubKck  feal  of 
the  fame  to  ue  hereunto  affised 
this  19th  day  of  the  month 
called  March,  1643-4. 


Locus 
Sigillu 


J 


JOHN  WINTHROP,  Govebnour. 


ses 


*.M  f-r' 


AN 
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SECOND  ROYAL  CHARTEll 

OP   TUft 

COLONY  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BAY 

IN    NOBTH   AMERICA^ 

ORANTE©    BY       • 

KING  WILLtAM  AND  WEEN  MARY, 
IN    THE    THIRD    YEAR    Of    THEIR    REIGN. 


StPTIMA   PARS    PATKVTIUM,    DE    AXKO    REGNI    UEGIS   GrLIJiLJil 

TERTII   Ef   r.IARI.i:   REGiy.T.  TEBXIO. 


William  and  Mart,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  &c,  R^^ij^iof 
to  all   to  whom  thefe  prelcnts  (hall  come,  greeting,    "grant of 

Whereasbislatem^efty  KingJamesthe  Firft,  our  royal  North- 
predeceflbr,  by  his  letters  patents  under  the  great  feal  madc'by 
of  I^ngland,  bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  on  the  third  theVi*™** 
day  of  November  in  the  eighteenth  vearof  hisreifirn.did  the  Coun- 
gire  and  grant  unto  the  Council  eftabliihed  at  Plymouth  mouth  in 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  order-  year  of  ** 
ing,  and  governing  of  New-England  in  America,  and  ^^*  ^^^ 
to  their  fucceifors  and  afligns,  all  that  part  of  America 
lying  and  being,  in  breadth,  from  forty  degrees  of 
northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  the  forty- 
eighth  degree  of  the  faid  northerly  latitude  inclufively, 
aad,  in  length,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  afbrefaid^ 
throughout  all  the  main  lands  f rom Tea  to  fea;  together 
with  all  the  firm  Innds,  foiU,  grounds,  havens,  ports, 
rivers,  waters^  fiihings,  mines  and  minerals,   as  well 
royal  mines  of  gold  and   filverj   as  other  mines  and 
minerals,  precious  (tones,  quarries,  and  all  and  lingular 
other  commodities,  jurifdi6lions,  royalties,  privileges, 

franchifes;, 
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franchifes,  and  pre-eminences,  both  within  the  faid  traft 
of  land  upon  the  main,   and  alfo  within  the  iflands 
and  feas  adjoining;   provided  always,  that  the  faid 
lands,  iflands,  or  any  the  preitiifes  by  the  faid  letters 
patents  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,  were  not 
then  a&ually  pofleffed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chrif- 
tian  prince  or  (late,  or  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or 
territories  of  the  foutbem  colony  then  before  granted 
by  the  faid  late  King  James  the  Firft,  to  be  planted  by 
divers  of  his  fubjeSs  in  the  fouth  parts:  to  have  and 
to  hold,  poflefs  and  enjoy  all  and  lingular  the  forefaid 
continent,  lands,  territories,  iflands,  hereditaments  and 
precindts,  feas,  waters,  fiihings,  with  all,  and  all  man~ 
ner  of,   their  commodities,   royalties,   liberties,  pre- 
eminences and  profits  that  (hould  from  thenceforth  arife 
from  thence^  with  all  and  lingular  their  appurtenances, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto  the  faid  Coun- 
cil«  and  their  fucceflfors  and  afligns,  for  ever,  to  the 
fole  and  proper  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  faid  Council,  and 
their  (ucceflbrs  and   afligns  for  ever :  to  be  holden  of 
his  faid  late  Majefty  King  James  the  First,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflfors,  as  of  his  manor  of  Elafi* Greenwich  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not 
incapiiejUOT  by  knights'  fervice:  yielding  and  paying 
therefore  to  the  faid  late  king,  his  heirs  and  fucceflfors, 
the  fifth  part  of  the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,  which  (hould, 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  then  after,  happen 
to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and  obtained,' in,  at,  or  with- 
in, any  of  the  faid  lands,  limits,  territories  orprecinds, 
or  in,  or  within,  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  for,  or  in 
refpcA  of,  all  and  all  manner  of  duties,  demands,  and 
fervices  whatfoever,  to  be  done,  made,  or  paid  to  the 
faid  late  King  James  the  Firft,  his  heirs  and  fucceflfors; 
as  in,  and  by,  the  faid  letters  patents,  amongft  fundry 

.  othfr 
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other  claufes/  powers,  privileges^  and  grants,  therein 
contained,  more  at  large  appeareth. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Council  eftabliflied  at  Plv-Th^S?.""' 

.  .  '      cil  at  Ply- 

mouth j  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  rul-  mouth  gran« 

ing,  ordering^  and  governing  of  New-Lngland  in  Ame-  chusettbmy 

lica,  did,  by  their  deed  indented  under  their  common  ^^J^Ji**'' 

fcal,  bearing  date  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  in  the  and  other*, 

...  p   m  .  g.  ,  !/••         !•       in  fee  sim- 

tn;rd  year  of  the  reign  of  our  royal  grandfather  kmgpici  ins 
Charles  the  Fird,  of  ever-blefTed  memory,  give,  grant, 
bargain,  fell^  enfeoff,  alien,  and  confirm  to  Sir  Henry 
Rofewe)!,  Sir  John  Young,  knights,  ThomasSouthcott, 
John  Humphreys,  John  Endicott,  and  Simon  Whet- 
combe,   their  heirs  and  afligns,  and  their  aflbciatcs 
for  ever,  all  that  part  of  New-England  in  America 
aforefaid,  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great  river 
there  commonly  called  Monomack  alias  Merrimack, 
and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river, 
being  a  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called 
Maifachufets,  alias  Mat tachufets,  alias  MaifatufctSybay; 
and  alfo  all   and  lingular  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfpever,  lying  within  the  fpace  of  three  Eng1i(h 
miles  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  or 
of  any  and  every  part  thereof;  and  alfo  all  and  Angular 
the  lands   and  hereditaments  whatfuever,   lying  and 
being  within  the  fpace  of  three  EngliOi  miles  to  the 
fouth  ward  of  the  fouthernmoft   part  of  the  faid  bay 
called  the  Maffachufets,  alias  Mattathufets,  alias  MaflTa- 
lufets,  bay;  and  alfo  ail  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever  which  lie  and  be  within  the  fpace  of  three 
Engliih  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river  called 
Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the  northward  of 
any  and  every  part  thereof;  and  all  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,  lying,  within  the  limits  afore- 
fai^,  north  and  fouth  in  latitude  and  in  breadth^  and  in 
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length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  ail  the  br^th 
aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there  from  the 
Adantick  and  weftern  feA  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part, 
to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  part;  and  all  labds  and 
grounds^   place  and  places^  foil^  wood&  and  wood* 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  filhiiigs  snd 
hereditaments,    whatfoever,    lying    within    the    faid 
bounds  and  limits,  and  every  part  and  paroel  thereof; 
and  alfo  all  iflands  lying  in  America  afot'efaid,  in  the 
faid  feas,  or  either  of  them,  on  the  weftem  or  eadem 
coafts  or  parts  of  the  faid  trads  of  land  by  the  faid 
indenture  mentioned  to  be  given  and  granted,  bargain- 
ed, fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened  and  confirmed,  or  any  of 
them;  and  alfo  all  mines  and  minerals,  as  welt  rojral 
mines  of  gold  and  filver,  as  other  mines  and  minerals 
whatfoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and  premiffes,  or  any 
part  thereof;  and   all  jurifdi£lions,  rights,  royalties, 
liberties^  freedoms,  immunities,  privileges,  (ranchifes, 
pre-eminences,   and  commodities  whatfoever,  which 
they  the  faid  Council  eftabliflied  at  Plymouth,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering, 
and  governing  of  New*£ngland  in  America,  then  had 
or  might  ufe,  exercife  or  enjoy,  in  or  within  the  faid 
land  and  premifes,  by  the  fame  indenture  mentioned 
to  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed^  toid 
Habendum}  confirmed  in,  or  within,  any  part  or  parcel  thereof;  to 
have  and   to  hold  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in 
America,  which  lies  and  extends,  and  is  abutted  aA 
aforefaid,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  all 
the  faid  iflands,  rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters,  fifhings, 
mines,    minerals,  jurifdi6lions,  franehifes,   royalties, 
liberties,  privileges,  commodities,  hereditaments  and 
premifes  whatfoever,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Bpfewell,   Sir  John  Young,  Thomas 
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South  colt,  John  Humphreys,  John  Endicott,  and 
Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs  and  afligns,  and  their 
aflbciates  for  ever,  to  the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe 
and  behoof  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John 
Young,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphreys,  John 
Endicott,  and  Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs  and 
affigns,  and  their  aiTociates  for  evermore;  to  be  holdcn  Tenendum. 
of  our  faid  royal  Grandfather  king  Charles  the  Firft, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  his  manor  of  Elall  Green- 
wich in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  and  not  m  capiie,  nor  by  knights  fervice  ^  fu^A^g^ 
yielding  and  paying  therefore  unto  our  faid  royal  <iunu 
Grandfather,  his  heirs  and  fucceflors,  the  fifth  part  of 
the  ore  of  gold  and  filver,  which  fhould,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  happen  >  to  be  found, 
gotten,  had  and  obtained  in  any  of  the  faid  lands 
within  the  faid  limits,  or  in  or  within  any  part  thereof, 
for  and  in  fatisfaftion  of  all  manner  of  duties,  demands 
and  fervices  whatfoever  to  be  done,  made  or  paid  to 
our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  his  heirs  or  fuccelTors,  (as 
in  and  by  the  faid  recited  indenture  may  more  at  large 
appear). 

i^nd  whereas  our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  in  and  by  j^^  ^_ 
his  letters  patents  under  the  great  Seal  of  England,  confinncd 
bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  the  fourth  day  of  March  bv  kaol- 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  confideration  ^^!  l: 
therein  mentioned,  did  grant  and  confirm  unto  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Tho.  South* 
cott,  John  Humphreys,  John  Elndicott,  and  Simon 
Whetcombe,  and  to  their  affociales  after  named  ;  viz. 
Sir   Ralph  Saltenfiall,  knight,   Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,   John   Ven,   Matthew    Craddock,    George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Pvowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VafTali  The- 
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ophilui  Eaton,  Tbontas  Golfe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Brown,  Samuel  Brown,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
Vaflal,  William  Pincheon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their 
heirs  and  affigns,  all  the  faidpart  of  New-England  in 
America,  lying  and  extending  between  the  bounds 
and  limits  in  the  faid  indenture  exprefled,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  foils,  woods  and 
wood^grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters^  mines^ 
minerals,  jurifdiAions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties,  free- 
doms,  immunities,  privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminen- 
ces, and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  bargained,  fold^ 
enfeofled  and  confirmed,  or  mentioned  or  intended  to 
be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened 
and  confirmed,  to  them  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell, 
Sir  John  Young,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphrey, 
John  Endicott,  and  Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs 
and  afligns,  and  to  their  aflbciates  for  ever,  by  the  faid 

Hsbendam*  recited  indenture;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  part  of 
New-England  in  America;  and  other  the  premifea 
thereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  and  confirmed,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances, 
to  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir 
Richard  Saltenftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum- 
phrey, John  Endicott,  Simon  Whetcombe,  iraac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  V^en,  Matthew  Crad* 
dock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Ricliard  Per<^ 
ry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel 
Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Golfc,  Tlicmas 
Adams,  John  Brown,  Samuel  Brown,  Thomas  Hutch^ 
ins,  William  Vaffall,  William  Pincheon  and  George 
Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affigns  for  ever,  to  their  only 
proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoof  for  evermore;  to 

Tsncndum.  be  holden  of  our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  as  pf  his  maoor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  afore* 

(aid, 


99 

faid,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  im  capite, 
nor  in  knights  fervicc ;  and  alfo  yielding  and  paying 
therefore  to  our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  his  heirs  and  Rc^d«n- 
fuccefTors^  the  fifth  part  only  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and 
filver,  which  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  after, 
fliould  be  there  gotten,  had  or  obtained,  for  all  fer- 
victs,  exactions  and  demands  whatfoever,  according 
to  the  tenor  and  re fervation  in  the  faid  recited  indeu 
ture  exprefled. 

And  further  our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  by  the  faid  And  frant- 
Jetters  patents,   did  give  and  grant   unto  the  faid  Sir  lands  over 
Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir  Richard  Sahen- new  gnn* 
Hall,   Thomas  Southcott,    John    Humphreys,  John  a"*inccs 
Endicott,  Simon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  ^^'  ^^^"/^ 

'  Roswell 

Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Har-  andoihen. 
wood,  Jncreafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bel- 
lingham,  Nathaniel  Wright>  Samuel  Vaflall,  Tbeophi- 
ius  Eaton,  Thomas  Golfe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Brown,  Samuel  Brown,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
*    Vaflall,  William  Pincheon  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  ' 

beirs  and  aflignsy  all  that  part  of  New<-England  w 
America  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great  river 
there,  commonly  called  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack, 
river,  and  a  certain  other  river  there,  called  Charles 
river  being  in  the  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there,  com* 
jnonly  called  Maifachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts^ 
alias  Maflatufetts,  Bay,  as  alfo  all  and  fingular  thofip 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the 
fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  on  the  South  part  of  the 
faid  River  called  Charles  River,  or  of  any  orevery  part 
thereof;  and  alfoaliandfingularthofe  lands  and  heredittr 
meoca  whatfoever,  lying  and  being  within  the  fpace  of 
three  Englifh  miles  to  tbeSouthward  of  theSouthermofl 
jMUtof  the  faid  bay,  called  Maflfacbufetts,  alias Mattachu- 
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fetSf  alias  Maflktufetts,  Bay ;  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  which  lie  and  be  within  the 
fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid 
river^  called  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the 
Northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands 
and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  limits 
aforelaid,  North  and  South  in  latitude  and  in  breadth, 
and   in  length  and  longitude,  of  and   within  all  the 
breadth  aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there, 
from  the  Atlantick,  or  Weftern,  fea  and  ocean,  on  the 
Ead  part,  to  the  South-Sea  on  the  Weft  part;  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  foils,  woods  and 
wood-lands,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters  and  heredi- 
taments whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid  bounds  and 
limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof;   and  alfo  all 
iflands  in  America  aforefaid,  in  the  faid  feas,  or  either 
of  them,  or  the  Weftem  or  Eaftern  coafts,  or  parts  of 
the  faid  traAs  of  lands  thereby  mentioned  to  be  given 
and  granted,  or  any  of  them  ;  and  all  mines  and  mi- 
nerals, as  well  royal  mines  of  gold  and  (ilver,  as  other 
mines  and  minerals  whatfoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and 
premifeSf  or  any  part  thereof ;  and  free  liberty  of  fifhing 
in,  or  within,  any  of  the  rivers  or  waters  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  aforefaid,  and  the  feas  thereunto  ad- 
joining ;  and  all  fifhes^  royal  fiflies,   whales,    balene, 
fturgeons,  and  other  iiflies  of  what  kind  or  nature  fo- 
ever,  that  ibould  at  any  time  hereafter  be  taken  in,  or 
Vithin,  the  faid  feas  or  waters,  or  any  of  them,  by  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir  Richard 
Saltenftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphreys,  John 
£ndicott,  Simond  Whetcombe,    Ifaac  Johnson,  Sa-* 
muel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  Geoige 
Barwood,    Increafe    Nowell,     Richard  Bellingham, 
Thomas  Wright,  Samuel!  VaiTalb  Theophilus  Eaton^ 
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Thomas  Golfe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Brown,  Samuel 
Browne,   Tho.  Hiitchins,    William  Vaffall,  William 
Pincheon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  Heirs  or  Affigns, 
or  by  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever  there  in- 
habiting, by  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  appointed  to 
f](h  therein.     Provided  always,  that  if  the  faid  lands, 
iflanJs,  or  any  of  the  premifes  before- mentioned,  and 
by  the  faid   letters  patents  laft-mentioned,   intended 
and  meant  to  be  granted,  were,  at  the  time  of  the 
granting  the  faid  former  letters  patents,  dated  the  third 
day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reiga 
of  his  late  Majefty  King  James  the  Firft,  adually  pof- 
fefled  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chriftian  Prince  or 
State,  or  were  within  the  bounds,  limits  or  territories  ^ 
of  the  faid  Southern  Colony  then  before  granted  by 
the  King,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  his  loving  fubjcfis 
in  the  South  parts  of  America,  that  then  the  faid  grant 
of  Our  faid  Royal  Grandfather  (hould  not  extend  to 
any  fuch  parts  or  parcels  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabited 
or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  Southern  Plantatiot^ 
as  aforefaid  ;  but  as  to  thofe  parts  or  parcels  fo  poflef- 
fed  or  inhabited  by  any  fuch  Chriftian  Prince  or  State, 
or  being  within  the  boundaries  aforefaid,  (hould  bej„gB,"^ 
utterly  void  ;  to  have,  hold,  poflefs,  and  enjoy,  the  faid 
parts  of  New-England  in  America,  which  lie,  extend, 
and  are  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,    and  all  the  iflands,    rivers,   ports,    havena, 
waters,  fifliings,  fiflies,  mines,  minerals,  jurifdidions, 
franchifes,  royalties,  liberties,  privileges,  commodities, 
and  premifes  whatfoever,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto 
the   faid    Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sif 
Richard  Saltenftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum- 
phreys,   John  Endicott,  Simond  Whetcombe,  Ifaac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  Johti  Yen,  Matthew  Crad- 
•dock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Per^i 
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fVf  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Satnnet 
VaflTall,  Theophilus  Eaton,    Thomas  Golfe,  Thomas 
Adams,    John   Brown,     Samuel   Browne,     Tbomat 
iiiUchins,  Wrlliani  Vaflal,   William  Pinchcon,  and 
George  Foxcroft,  their  Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever,  to 
the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  beho')f  of  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofweli,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir  Richard  Sal* 
tenflall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphreys,  Jolm 
Endicott,  Symond  Whetcombe,  Isaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,   John   Ven,    Matthew   Craddock,    George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,   Richard  Perry,   Richard 
Betlingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuell  Vaflall,  Theo- 
philus Eaton,  Thomas  Golfe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Brown,  Samuel  Browne,  Tliomas  Hutcbins,  William 
VaflTall,    William   Pincheon,    and   George  Foxcroft» 
TeRcndttin.  their  Heirs  and  Afiigns  for  evermore;  to  be  holden  of 
our  faid  Royal  Grandfather,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs, 
as  of  his  manor  of  ElaQ-Grecnwich  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  within  the  realme  of  England,  in  free  and  com- 
mon foccage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by  Knights  fer* 
Redden-      vice  ;  and  alfo  yielding  and  paying  thereof  to  Our  faid 
^um-  Royal  Grandfather,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  the  fifth 

partonlyof  alltheoreof  goldand  filver,  which  fromtime 
to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  fhould  be  gotten, 
had  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exactions  and  demands 
whatfoevcr :  Provided  always,  and  his  Majefty^s  exprefr 
will  and  meaning  was,  that  only  that  one  fifth  part  of 
all  the  gold  and  filver  ore  abovementioned  in  the  whole 
and  no  more^  (hould  be  anfwered,  referved  or  payable 
unto  our  faid  Royal  Grandfather,  his  Heirs  and  Suci» 
ceflbrs,  by  colour  or  virtue  of  the  faid  laft-mentioned 
letters  patents,  the  double  refervations  or  recitals  afore- 
said, or  any  thing  therein  contained  notwithdanding- 
And  to  tbe  end  that  Uie  affurs  and  bufioeis,  wbicb 
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fftoin  time  td  time  fliould  happen  atid  arife^  concerning  Inoorpom- 
ihe  lands  and  plantations  of  the  fame,  might  be  the  gnntecs, 
better  managed  and  ordered,  and  for  the  good  govern-  r^J^^Jii^ 
nient  thereof.    Our  faid  Royal    Grandfather,    King^^^-.^^^^ 

'  ^  >  » their  su«- 

Charles  the  Firft,  did,  by  his  faid  letters  patent,  create  cesMn,  bf 
and  make  the  faid  Sir  Henry    Rofwell,    Sir  Johii  of  tue  Go- 
Young,  Sir  Richard  Saltetoftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  ][^2*^^, 
John  Humphreys,   John  Endicott,   Symond  Whet-  i»ny,  of 
cooibe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey^  John  Ven,  chiMetu 

Hav  in  Nm^ 

Matthew  Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Now-  England. 
dl,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  and  Theophilus  Eaton,  Tbo-. 
mas  Gc4fe,  Thoasas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vi^all,  Wil- 
liam Piacheon  and  George  Foxcroft,  and  all  fuch  others 
as  (bould  thereafter  be  admitted  and  made  free  of  the 
company  and  Society  therein  after-jnentioned,  one 
body  corporate  and  politick  in  faft  and  name,  by  the 
name  of  the  Governonr  and  Company  of  the  Maflfachu- 
fetts  Bay  in  New-England  $  and  did  grant  unto  them, 
and  their  SucceiTors,  divers  powers,  liberties,  and  privi- 
leges, as  in  and  by  the  faid  letters  patents  may  more 
fully  and  at  large  appear. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Governour  and  C<HQpany  of 
ifae  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New  England,  by  virtue 
of  the  faid  letters  patents^  did  fetUe  a  Colony  of  tht 
Eoglifli  in  the  faid  parts  of  America,  and  divrrs  good 
fubjeds  of  this  kingdom,  encouraged  and  invited  by 
the  faid  letters  patents,  did  tranf|)art  themfelves  an4 
their  effeds  into  the  fame,  whereby  the  faid  plantation 
did  become  very  populous  ;  and  divers  counties,  town^ 
and  places  were  created,  ereded,  tiamed,  fet  forth,  or 
defigned,  within  the  faid  parts  of  America,  by  the  faid 
GovernoQf  wd  Company  for  the  time  being. 
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The  repeal  And  whereas  in  the  term  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  ihc 
merchar-  thirty-fixth  yearof  the  reign  of  Our  deareft  uncle  King 
Cor.a/^  Charles  the  Second,  a  judgment  was  given  in  Our 
Court  of  Chancery^,  then  fitting  at  Wcftminfter,  upon 
a  writ  of  Scire  Facias^  brought  and  profecuted  in  the 
faid  Court,  againft  the  Governour  and  Company  of 
the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New  England ;  and  that  the 
faid  letters  patents  of  Our  faid  Royal  Grandfather  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  made 
and  granted  to  the  faid  Governour  and  company  of  the 
Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New  England,  and  the  enroll- 
iVicnt  of  thefameOionld be  cancelled,  vacated,  andannihi- 
lated,  and  fhould  be  brought  into  the  faid  Court  to  be 
cancelled  (as  in  and  by  the  faid  judgment  remaining 
upon  record  in  the  faid  Court  doth  more  at  large  ap- 

Th     f    ^^^'^ 

on  of  the'"       ^^^  whereas  feveral  perfons  employed  as  Agents  in 

o"f*M  wr*  behalf  of  Our  faid  Colony  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in 
chusembay,  New-England  have  made  their  humble  application  un- 
Wiiiiam  to  Us,  that  We  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  by  our 
Chartcrr  Royal  Charter,  to  incorporate  Our  fubjefis  in  Our  faid 
Co)bQy,  and  to  grant  and  confirm  unto  them  fuch  pow- 
ers, privileges  and  franchifes,  as  in  Our  Royal  wifdom 
{hould  be  thought  mod  conducing  to  Our  intereft  and 
ferricc,  and  to  the  welfare  and  happy  ftate  of  Our  fub« 
jefbi  in  New-England,  and  we  being  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
gratify  our  faid  fubje£b3,and  alfoto  the  end  that  Our  good 
fubje^  within  Our  Colony  of  New^Plymoiiih  in  New- 
England  aforefaid,  may  be  brought  underfucha  form  of 
^Government  asmayput  them  in  a  bettercondition  of  de- 
fence; and  confidering  that  the  granting,  as  wellunt6 
them  as  unto  Our  fubjeAsinthefaid  CoIonyoftheMaflfa- 
chufetts  Bay,  Our  Royal  Charter,  with  reafonable  powers 
and  privileges,  will  much  tend,  not  only  to  the  (afety 

but 
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but  to  ihe  flouriftiing  eftale  of  Our  fuJyiefts  in  the  faicf 
parts  of  New-England  ;   and  alfo  to  the  advancing  the 
ends  for  which  the  faid  plantations  were  at  firll  en- 
couraged ;  of  Our  efpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  ^^  ^^^ 
and  mere  motion,   have  willed  and  ordained,  and  We  gr*nt- 
do  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs, 
will  and  ordairi,  that  the  Territories  and  colonies,  com-  The  new 
monly  called  or  known  by  the  names  of  the  Colony  of  *^^""^*''J*' 

'  ^  '        of  the  Colo- 

the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  Colony  of  New-Plymouth,  ny,  or  Pro- 
the  Provhicc  of  Main,  the  Territory  called  Accadia,  ^hc  Massa- 
or  Nova-Scotia,  and  all  thattraft  of  land  lying  between  ^a"*^n 
the  faid  Territories  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  the  faid  pro-N^-Ens* 

laod. 

vinceofMain,  be  united,  erefted,  and  incorporated ; 
and  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  unite,  crcft,   and   in- 
corporate   the    fame    into    one    real    Province,    by 
the    name    of  our    Province  of  ihe    Majpicbufelts 
Bny  in    NeW'England;    and  of  our  fpecial   grace, 
certain  knowledge,   and  mere  motion,  we  have  given 
and  granted,  and,  by  ihefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  Heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  do  give  and  grant  unto  our  faid  fubjefts, 
the  inhabitants  of  Our  faid  Province,  or  Territory,  of 
the  Maflachufetts  B^y,  and  their  SuccefTors,  alt  that 
part  of  New -England  in  America,  lying  and  extend- 
ing from  the  great  river  cominonly  called  Monomack, 
alias  Merrimack,  and  the  North  part,  and  from  three 
miles  northward  of  the  faid  river,  to  the  Atlantic,  or 
weftem,  fea,  or  ocean,  on  the  fouih  part ;   and  all  the 
Jands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lying  within  the 
limits  aforefaid,  and  extending  as  far  as  the  uttermoft 
points  or  promontories  of  land  called  Cape  Cod  and  Cape 
Malabar  north  andfouth,and  inlatitudeandbreadth,and 
in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
and  compafs   aforefaid,    throughout  the  main  land 
there,  from  the  faid  Atlantic,  or  Weftem,  Sea  and 
ocean  on  the  eafl  part,  towards  the  South  Sea  or  Wed- 

ward. 
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>Xrard  at  far  as  our  colonieB  of  Rhode  Ifland,  ConiM^ 
tienty  and  the  Narrowganfct  country  j  aad  alfo  that  part 
and  portion  of  Main  land  beginning  at  the  entrance  of 
Pifcataway  harbour,  and  (b  paflii^  up  the  fame  into  the 
river  oF  Newickcwannocke,  and  through  the  fame  into 
the  furtheft  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  North-weft* 
ward  till  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be  finiflied^ 
and  from  Pifcataway  harbour  mouth  aforefaid.  North- 
eaft ward  along  the  sea-  coaft  to  Sagadehock,  and  frool 
the  period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  aforefaid^ 
to  crofsover  land  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-miles 
before  reckoned-up  into  the  lands  from  Pifcataway 
harbour  through  Newickannocke  river;  and  alfo  the 
North  half  of  the  Ides  of  Shoals»  together  with  the 
Ifles  of  Cbappawock  and  Nantuckett,  near  Cape  Cod 
aforefaid ;  and  alfo  the  lands  and  hereditaments  lying 
and  being  in  the  Country  or  Territory  commonly  called 
Accadia  or  Nova-Scotia ;  and  all  tbofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  lying  and  extending  between  the  faid 
Country  or  Territory  of  Nova-Scotia  and  the  faid  river 
of  Sagadahock,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  all  lands, 
grounds,  places,  foils,  woods  and  wood-grounds, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  and  other  hereditaments 
and  premifes  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid  bounds 
and  limits  aforefaid,  and  ev^ry  part  and  parcel  thereof; 
and  alfo  all  Iflands  and  Iflets  lying  within  ten  leagues 
dire&ly  oppofite  to  the  main  land  within  the  faid 
bounds,  and  all  Mines  and  Mineralls,  as  well  Royal 
Mines  of  gold  and  filver,  as  other  Mines  and  Minerals 
whatfoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and  premifes,  or  any  part 
ttaWndum,  thereof;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  faid  Territories,  trafts, 
countries,  lands,  hereditaments,  and  all  and  fingular 
other  the  premifes,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appur- 
tenances, to  our  bid  fubje^j  the  inhdbitaota  of  our 

(aid 
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laid  province  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  Ncw-Eogland| 
and  their  fucceflbrs^  lo  their  only  proper  ufe  and  be- 
hoof for  evennorc  ;  to  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
fiicceflbrs,  as  of  our  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  in  the^*""^**** 
County  of  Kent^  by  fealty  only,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  yearly,  to  us^our 
heirs  and  succefTora,  the  fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  filver 
ore  and  precious  ftones,  which  (hall  from  time  totime^ 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  happen  to  be  found,  gotten, 
had  and  obtained,  in  any  of  the  faid  lands  and  pre-  froviioe  in 

'  •         favour  of 

mifef,  or  within  any  part  thereof:  Provided  neverthc- srams  niads 
lefs,  and  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucccflbrs,  grant  authontf 
and  ordain,  that  all  and  every  fuch  lands,  tenements,  ^^1  c^* 
hereditamenta,  and  other  e(Utes,  which  any  perfon  or  JJJ  of  king 

-  ,      '  Ml  Charles  ti© 

perfons,  or  bodies  politick  or  corporate,  towns,  villages^  Fiut. 
colleges,  or  fchools,  do  hold  and  enjoy,  or  ought  to 
have,  bold  and  enjoy,  within  the  bounds  aforcfaid,  by 
or  under  any  grant  or  eftate  duly  made  or  granted  by 
any  General  Court  ivjrmerly  held,  or  by  virtue  of  the 
letters  patents  herein  before-recited,  or  by  any  jother 
lawful  right  or  title  whatfoever  (hall  be  by  fuch  perfon 
aod  perfons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate,  towns,  vil- 
lages, colleges,  or  fchools,  their  refpeflive  Heirs,  Suc- 
cefibrs  and  AflSgns,  for  ever  hereafter  held  and  enjoyed 
according  to  the  purport  and  intent  of  fuch  refpe^tive 
grant,  uoder  and  fubjcA  neverthelefs  to  the  rents  and 
fervices  thereby  refervcd  or  made  payable ;  any  mat- 
ter or  thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrary  notwithf landing* 
And  provided  alfo,  that  nothing  herein  contained  (hall 
extend,  or  be  underftood  or  taken,  to  impeach  or  pre- 
judice any  right,  title,  interefl,  or  demand,  which 
Samuel  Allen,  ofLondon,  Merchant,  claiming  from  ami 
under  John  Mafoo,  £(quire,  deceafed,  or  any  other  per- 
i^o,  or  perfonsj  hath,  or  have,  or  claimeth  or  claim,  lo 

ha\e. 
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have,  hold  or  enjoy,  of  in  to  or  out  of  any  pari  of  part* 
of  the  prcmifes  fituate  within  the  limits  above-men- 
tioned ;  but  that  the  faid  Samuel  Allen,  and  all  and 
every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  may  and  (hall  have,  hold 
and'  enjoy  the  fame,   in  fuch  manner  (and  no  other 
than)  as  if  thefe  prefents  had  not  been  had  or  made  ;^ 
it  being  our  further  will  and  pleafure,  that  no  grants  or 
conveyances  of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments 
to  any  towns,  colleges,  fchools  of  learning,  or  to  any 
private  perfon  or  perfons,  (UaW  be  judged,  or  taken,  to 
be  avoided,  or  prejudiced,  for,  or  by  reafon  c)f,any  want, 
or  dcfeft,  of  form,  but  that  the  fame  ftand  and  remain 
of  force,  and  be  maintained,  adjudged,  and  have  effeft 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  fame  (hould,or  ought,  "before  the 
time  of  the  faid  recited  judgement,  according  to  the  laws 
and  rules  then  and  there  ufually  praflifed  aiid  allowed. 
A  Gever-        And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
Tenant^c^'  will,  cftablifli,  and  ordain,  that  from  henceforth  for  ever 
vcrnourand  there  fliall  bcone  Governour,  one  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy, 
ihcProvincc  Govemour,  and  one  Secretary,  of  our  faid  Province  or 
poimc<fby  Territory,  to  be  from  time  to  lime  appointed  and  com- 
the  king.     miflSonatcd  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  eight- 
and-twenty-Afliftants  or  Councillors,    to   be  advifing 
and  aflifting  to  the  Governour  of  our  faid  Province  or 
Territory  for  the  time  being,  as  by  thefe  prefents  is 
hereafter  direSed  and  appointed,   which  faid  Couucil 
and  Afliflants  are  to  be  conflituted,  defied  and  chofen, 
in  fuch  form  and  manner  as  hereafter  in  thefe  prefents 
is  exp/efled. 
Twenty-         And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  royal  pleafure 
»dlort.°**"*  an^'  grant  in  this  behalf,  We  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for 
us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  nominate,  ordaiti,  make 
and    conftitute,  our  trufty  and  well  beloved   Simoti 
Broadftreel,  John  Richards,  Nathaniel  Sahenftall,  Wait 

Winthrop, 
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Winthrop,  John  Philips^  James  Ruflell,  Samuel  Sewall^ 
Samuel  A pleton^  Bartholomew  Gedney,  John  Haw- 
Ihuroe^  Eiiflia  Ilutchins,  Robert  Pike,  Jonathan  Cur- 
win,  John  Jolliflfe,  Adam  Wiiithrop,  Richard  Middle- 
cot,  John  Fofter,  Peter  Serjeant^  Jofeph  Lynd,  Samuel 
Heyman,  Stephen  Mafon,  Thomas  Hinkely,  William 
Bradford^  John  Walley,  Barnabas  Lowthrop,  Job  AU 
cot,  Samuel  Daniel,  and  Silvanus  Davies,  Efquires,  the 
fird  and  prefent  Counfellors  or  Afliftants  of  ourfaid 
Province^  to  continue  in  their  faid  refpedlivc  offices  or 
trufts  of  Counfellors  or  Afliftants  until  the  laft  Wed* 
nefday  in  May,  which  (hall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
One  thoufand  Six  hundred  Ninety-three,  and  until 
other  Counfellors  or  Affiftants  fliall  be  chofen  and  ap- 
pointed in  their  (lead,  in  fuch  manner  as  in  thefe  pre- 
Tents  is  exprefled. 

And  We  do  further,  by  thefe  prefents,  conftitute  and 
appoint  our  truily  and  well-beloved  Ifaac  Addington, 
Efquire,  to  be  our  firft  and  prefcnt  Secretary  of  our  faid 
province  during  our  pleafure. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  Governour  of  ThcGovciw 
our  faid  province,  for  the  time  being,  fliall  have  autho-  powcrtoas- 
rityfrem  time  to  time,  at  his  difcretion,  to  aflbmble  ^"™^^J:j^jJj* 
and  call-together  the  Counfellors,  or  Afliftants,  of  our  his  discrc- 
faid  province,  for  the  time  being;  and  that  the  faid  Go-  g^^^^ 
vemour,  with  the  faid  Afliflants,  or  Counfellors,  or  fe-  Counscl- 

I      n     n     II         1  e  •  '  lori at  least, 

ven  of  them  at  leall,  ihall  and  may,  from  time  to  tunc,  must  be 
hold  and  keep  a  Council  for  the  ordering  and  direfting  Jvery^n^lt. 
the  aflairs  of  our  faid  province.  i?s  •^  \]^^ 

^*  Council. 

And  further,  we  will,  and,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  Us,  a  General 
Our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  ordain  and  grant,  that  Assembly. 
there  (hall  and  may  be  convened,  held,  and  kept,  by  the  «o  ^  ^^^^ 

every  vcar* 

Govemour  for  the  time  being,  upon  every  laft  Wednef- 
^ay  in  the  month  of  May  every  year  for  ever,  and  at  all 

fuch 
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fuch  other  times  as  the  Governor  of  our  fatd  province 

fhall  think  fit  and  appoint,  a  Great  and  General  Court 

Deputies     or  Aflemblv  :  which  faid  Great  and  General  Court,  or 

to  this  As-  ' 

scmbiy  to     Aflembl)',  (hall  confift  of  the  Governour  and  Council,  or 
by^hrfrce-  Afliftants,  for  the  time  being,  and  of  fuch  (recholden 
thc^T  ^^    of  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  as  (hall  be  from  time 
viace.         to  time  eleded,  or  deputed,  by  the  major  part  of  the 
freeholders,    and   olher  inhabitants  of  the  refpeSivo 
towns  and  places,  who  (liall  be  prcfent  at  fuch  eledions; 
each  of  the  faid  (owns  and  places  being  hereby  impow^ 
ered  to  ele6t  and  depute  two  perfons,  and  no  more,  to 
fervc  for  and  reprcfcnt  them  refpeflively  in  the  faid 
Great  aud  General  Court  or  Aflcmbly^  to  which  Great 
and  General  Court  or  Aflembly,  to  be  held  as  afore* 
faid.  We  do  hcrcdy  for  Us,  Our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to 
time,  lodircfl,  appoint  nnddeclare,  what  nimibcrof  each 
county,  town,  and  place,  (hall  elc£t  and  depute  to  fcr\'e 
Qualifica-   for  and  yeprefcnt  them  refpedively  in  the  faid  Great 
electors,      ^tid  General  Court  or  Aflembly,  provided  always,  that 
DO  freeholder,  or  other  perfon,  (hall  have  a  vote  in  the 
eledion  of  Members  to  fervc  in  any  Gt^aI  and  General 
Court  or  A(rembly}  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  who,  at  the 
time  of  fuch  elc6lion,  (Iiall  not  have  an  cftate  of  free- 
hold in  land,  within  our  faid  province  or  territory,  of 
Oaths  to  be  the  value  of  forty  (hillings  per  annum  at  leaft,  or  other 
Ji^r^nV  **"*  ^ft«^e  to  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  fterling;  and  that 
clocicd.       every  perfon  who  (hall  be  fo  clefled,  (liall,  before  he  fit 
or  a£t  in  the  faid  Great  and  General  Court  or  Afifenibly, 
take  the    oath   mentioned  in  the  a£l  of  parliament 
made  in  the  firft  year  of  Our  reign,  intituled,  *'  An  aA 
for  the  abrogating  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Su- 
premacy, and  appointing  other  Oaths,"  and  thereby 
appointed  to  be  taken  infiead  of  the  Oaths  of  AHegi- 

'  ance 
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aoce  and  Supremacy ,  and  (hall  make^  repeat  and  Tub* 
fcri^,  the  declaration  mentioned  in  the  faid  ad,  before 
the  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  or  Deputy- Governor,  or 'Hie  Govcr- 

any  two  of  the  aiSftants.  for  the  time  being,  who  (hall  adjourn, 
be  thereunto  authorifed  and  appointed  by  our  faid  Go-  ^r^dt^U 
vemor:  and  that  the  Governor,  for  the  time  beinff,  J^p  Aj5cn> 
(ball  have  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time,  pleasure. 
as  be  ihall  judge  neceflary,  to  adjourn,  prorogue  and 
diiTolve,  all  Great  aud  General  Courts  oi  Afleniblies, 
met  or  convened  as  aforefaid. 

And  Our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  for  The  coun- 
US,our  heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  grant,  eftabliih  and  ordain,  ^bechosea 
that  yearly,  once  in  every  year  for  ever  hereafter,   the  J""}Jg"^ 
afbrefaid  number  of  eight  and  twenty  Counsellors  or  Assembly. 
Affiftants  (ballbe  by  theGeneralCourtorAffembly  newly 
chofen;  that  is  to  fay,  eighteen  at  leaft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants or  proprietors  of  lands  within  the  territory  for-        * 
merly  called  the    colony  of  the  Maflachufets   Bay 
and  four  at  the  lead  of  the  inhabitants  of,  or  pro- 
prietors of  lands,  within  the  territory  formerly  called 
New  Plymouth,  and  three  at  the  lead  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of,  or  proprietors  of  lands  within  the  territory  for- 
merly called  the  Province  of  Main,  and  one  at  the  lead 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  or  proprietors  of  lands  within, 
the  territory  lying  between  the  river  Sagadahoc  and 
Nova-Scotia;  and  that  the  faid  Counftllors  or  AflilU 
ants,  or  any  of  them,  (hall  or  may,  at  any  time  herc-^ 
after,  be  removed  and  difplaced,  from  their  refpeflive 
places   or  trud  of  Counfellors  or  AfliAants,  by  any 
Greater  General  Court  or  AfTetnbly ;  and  that ,  if  any  of 
the  faid  Counfellors  or  Afliftants  (hall  happen  to  die, 
or  be  removed  as  aforefaid,  before  the  General  day  of 
eledion,  that  then^  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the  Great 
im^  General  Court  or  Aflemblvj  at  their  firft  fitting* 
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may  proceed  to  a  new  eledion  of  one  or  more  Coun- 

fellors  or  Afliftants,  in  the  room  or  place  of  fuch  Coun* 

fellors  or  Aflfiftants  fo  dying  or  removed. 

Tbe  Cover-      j^„j  ^^  Jq  further  grant  and  ordain,  that  it  (hall 

Council  are  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Governour,  with  the 

the  judges,  advice  and  corifent  of  the  Council  or  Afliftants,  from 

officer  of  ^''"^  *°  *™^>  ^^  nominate  and  appoint  Judges,  Com- 
juiticc.  miffionersof  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Sheriffs,  Provofts-Mar 
(hals,  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  other  officers  to  our 
Council  and  Courts  of  Jufiice  belonging:  provided  al- 
ways that  no  fuch  nomination  or  appcNntment  of  offi- 
cers be  made  without  notice  firft  given,  or  fummont 
iffued  out,  feven  days  before  fuch  nomination  or  ap- 
pointment, unto  fuch  of  the  faid  Counfellors,  or  Affift- 
ants,  as  (hall  be  at  that  time  re(tding  within  our  faid 
province. 

Oa«hs  to  be     ^^^  ^^^  ^^"  ^^^  pleafure  is,  that  the  Governour, 
tHkenby  the  and  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  Governour,  and  Counfellors. 

Governour  .  . 

and  the  or  Affiftants,  for  the  time  being,  and  all  other  officeri 
to  be  appointed  or  chofen  as  afbrefaid,  (hall,  before  the 
undertaking  oF  the  execution  of  their  offices  and  places 
refpe£lively,  take  their  feveral  and  refpeflive  oaths  for 
the  due  and  faithful  perfprmance  of  their  duties  in 
their  feveral  and  rcfpeclive  offices  and  places;  as  alfo 
*  the  oaths' appointed  by  the  faid  a6t  of  parliament, 
made  in  firft  year  of  our  reign,  to  be  taken  inftead  of 
•%  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fuprcmacy;  and  fliall  make, 
repeat,  and  fubfcribe,  the  declaration  mentioned  in  the 
faid  afi,  before  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  by  thefc 
prefents  herein  after  appointed;  (that  is  to  fay)  the  Go- 
vernour of  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  for  the  time 
being,  (hall  take  the  faid  oaths,  and  make,  repeat,  and 
fubfcribe,  the  faid  declaration,  befbretbe  Lieutenant,  or 
Deputy,  Governour,  or,  in  bis  abfence,  before  any  two 

or 
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or  more  of  the  faid  perfood  hereby  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed the  prefent  CounfclIorS)  or  AHiftants,  oFbur 
faid  province  or  territory,  to  whom  We  do,  by  thcfc 
prefents,  give  full  power  and  auihority  to  give  and  ad- 
minider  the  fame  to  our  faid  Governour  accordingly; 
and,  after  our  faid  Governour  (hall  be  fworn,  and  (hall 
have  fubfcribed  the  faid  declaration,  that  then  our 
Lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  Governour,  for  the  time  being, 
and  the  Counfellors,  or  Afli Rants,  before  by  thefe  pre- 
fents nominated  and  appointed,  (hall  take  the  faid 
oaths,  and  make,  repeat,  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  declara* 
tion  beforeourfaid  Governour;  aud  that  every  fuch  per- 
fon,  or  perfons,  as  (hall  (at  the  time  of  the  annual  clec- 
lions,  or  otberwife  upon  death  or  removal)  be  appoint- 
ed to  be  the  new  Counfellors  or  Afliftants,  and  all  other 
Officers  to  be  hereafter  chofen  from  time  to  time,  (hall 
take  the  oaths^  to  their  refpe£tive  offices  and  places  be- 
longing, and  alfo  the  faid  oaths  appointed  by  the  faid 
SiSt  of  parliament  to  be  taken  in  (lead  of  the  oaths  of  a11e<^ 
giance  and  fupremacy;  and  (hall  make,  repeat,  and  fub- 
/cribe  the  declaration  mentioned  in  the  faid  a£l,  before 
the  Governour,  or  Lieutenant- Governour,  or  any  two,  or 
more,  Counfellors,  or  Affiftants,  or  fuch  other  perfon,  or 
perfons,  as  (hall  be  appointed  thereunto  by  the  Gover- 
nour for  the  time  being,  to  whom  We  do  therefore,  by 
thefe  prefents,  give  full  power  and  authority  from  time 
to  tijn/Et  to  give  and  adminifter  the  fame  rcfpeftively, 
according  to  our  true  meaning  herein  before-declared, 
without  any  commiffion,  or  further  warrant,  to  be  had 
and  obtained  from  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucccifors,  in  thai 
behalf. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  re- 
quire and  command,  that  all  and  every  perfon  and  per- 
fons, hereafter  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflors,  nomi- 
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All  future   nated  andappointed  to  the  refpe^ltvedflteesdrOoveniour. 

GoTcrnours  '  '  ' 

and  Lieute-  or  Lieutenant, orDeputy|\jovemour,and  Secretary! dfour 
noun,  and"  faidprovinccor territory,  (which  faidGo?crnour,orX.ieii- 
SccrctariM,  tenant,  Or  Deputy,  Governour,  and  Secretary,  of  our  faid 
Tince,  shall  proviiicc  or  territory,  for  the  time  being,  We  do  bcrer 
Mmcodihs.  by  referve  full  power  and  authority  to  us,  our  beirs^^tnil 
fucceFors,  to  nominate  and  appoint  accordingly^)  ihall^ 
bcFore  be  or  they  be  admitted  to  tbeiexecution  of  fbeir 
offices,  take  as  well  the  oaths  for  the  due  and  faithful 
performance  of  the  faid  offices  refpedively,  as  alfo  the 
paths  appointed  by  the  faid  a&  of  parliament,  made  in 
the  faid  firll  year  of  our  reign,  to  be  taken  inftead  of 
the  faid  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy;  ^and  ftall 
alfo  make,  repeat,  and  fubfcribethe  declaration  appoint* 
ed  by  the  faid  aSt,  in  fuch  mannerj  and  before  fuch 
perfons,  as  aforefaid* 
The  cbil-       And  further,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do 
k[ns*s^8ub-  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  TuccelTors,  grant,  eftabltOiy 
Ihaiibl*'    and  ordain,  that  all  and  every  of  the  fubj^^As  df  us^ 
born  in  the  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  which  fhall  go  to,  and  iniba- 
▼mce  shall  bit  within,  our  faid  province  and  territory,  and  eyery 
Mmc  rigbtf  of  their  children,  which  (ball  happen  to  be  born  there, 
andprivi-     or  on  the  feas  in  going  thither,  or  returning  from 
tbey  had     thence,  (hall  have  apd  enjoy  all  liberties  and  immuni- 
in  England,  ties  of  free  and  natural  fubjeds  within  any  of  the  do- 
minions of  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucce0bFS,<to  all  intents, 
con(liu£tions,  and  purpdfes  whatfoever,  as  if  tbey  and 
every   of  them  were  born  within  this  otir  realm  of 
]Cngland. 

And  for  the  greater  eafe  and  encouragement  of  our 
lovingfubjeds  inhabiting  our  faid  province,  or  territory, 
of  the  Mafiachufets-bay,  and  of  fuch  as  (hill  come  to 
inhabit  there,  we  do,  by  thefe  prcfents,  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceflfors,  grant,  cdablifb,  and  ordain,  that  for  ever 
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hereafter^  there  (hull  be  a  liberty  of  confcience  allowed  l-ibcrty  of 
in  the  worfliip  of  God  to  all  ChriftUns  (except  papifts)  to  the  worl 
inhabiting}  or  which  (hall  inhabit  or  be  refidcnt,  within  for'iHChris- 
our  faid  province,  or   territory.     And  we  do   hereby  ^**"'.*"**'^ 
grant  and  ordain,  that  the  Governour,  or  JL^ieutenant,  or  except  Pa- 
Deputy,  Govemour,  of  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  for  ^* 
the  time  being}  or  either  of  them,  or  any  two,  or  more, 
of  the  Oiuncil,  or  Afliftants,  for  thcfimebeing,  that  fhall 
be  thereuntoappointed  by  thefaid  Govcrnour,  (hall  and 
may  at  all  timef,  and  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  have 
fbll  power  and  authority  to  adminifter  and  give  the 
oaths  appointed  by  the  faid  aft  of  Parliament,  made  in 
the  firft  year  of  our  reign,  to  be  taken  inftead  of  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  to  all  ^d  every 
perfbn  and  perfons  which  are  now  inhabiting  or  refid- 
ing  within  our  faid  province  or  territory,  or  which  fhali 
at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  go  or  pafs  thither. 

And  we  do,  of  our  further  grace,  certain  knowledge,  ^be  Gcn«- 
and  mere  motiont  grant,  e^abli(h,  and  ordain,  for  us,  ^'^^"^' 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  that  the  Great  and  General  erect Couru 
Court,  or  Afflembly,ofpur  faid  province,  or  territory,  for 
the  time  being,  convened  as  aforefaid,  (hall  for  ever 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  ere&  and  conftitute 
Judicatories,  and  Courts  of  Record,  or  other  Courts,  to 
be  held  in  the  nameof  us,  our  heirs^  and  fucceflbrs,  for 
(he  hearing,  trying,  and  determining  of  all  and  all 
manner  of  crimes,  o(rences,  pleas,  procefles,  plaints^ 
aAions,  matters,  can(es,  and  things  whatfoever,  arifing 
or  happening  within  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  or 
between  perfons  inhabiting  or  refiding  there,  whether 
the  fame  be  criminal  or  civil,  and  whether  the  faid 
crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  faid 
pleas  be  real,  perfonal,  or  mixt;  and  for  the  awarding 
and  making-oiU  pf  execution  thereupon:    to  which 
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Coil rls  and  Judicatories,  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirrf^ 
and  fucceflbrs,  give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority^ 
from  time  to  time,  to  adminifter  oaths,  for  the  better 
difcovery  of  truth  in  any  matter  in  controverfy,  or  dc*. 
pending  before  them. 

ftMf  Md"       -^"^  ^'^  ^°»  ^^^  "•'  ^^^  ^^^^^»  ^^^  fucceflbrs,  grant, 
Counci!       eftablifli,  and  ordain,  that  the  Govemour  of  our  faid 

miy  grant  .  . 

probates  of  provmce  or  territory  for  the  time  being,  >ith  the 
letters  of  Council,  or  Afliftants,  may  do,  execute,  or  perform  all 
tton^'"""*"  ^^^^  *^  neceflary  for  the  probate  of  wills,  and  granting 
of  adminiftrations,  for,  touching,  or  concerning,  any 
intereft  or  eftale,  which  any  pcrfon  or  perfons  (hall  have 
X  within  our  faid  province,  or 'territory, 

from  the        And  whereas  we  judgeit  neceflary,  thjt  all  our  fufajedg 
justice  to     fliould  have  liberty  to  appeal  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuc- 
in  council    ^^^^^^j  in  cafes  that  may  deferve  the  fame,  we  do,  by 
thefe  prcfents,  ordain,  that  in  cafe   cither  party  do  not 
reft  fatisfied  with  the  judgement  or  fentcncc  of  any 
judicatories  or  courts  within  our  faid  province  or  terri- 
tory,  in   any  perfonal   aSion,  wherein  the  matter  in 
difference  doth   exceed   the  value   of  three   hundred 
pounds  fterling,  that  then  he,  or  they,  may  appeal  to  us, 
our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  in  our,  or  their,  privy-council; 
Conditio     provided  that  fuch  appeal  be  made  within  fourteen 
of  such       days  after  the  fcntence,  or  judgement,  given ;  and  that, 
•  •       '      before  fuch  appeal  be  allowed,  fecurity  be  given  by 
the  party  or  parties  appealing,  in  the  value  of  the  mat- 
ter in  difference,  to  pay  or  anfwer   the  debt  or  dama- 
ges, for  which  the  judgement,  or  fentence,  is  given,  with 
fuch  cofls  and  damages  as  (hall  be  awarded  by  us,  our 
heirs, orfucccflbrs,in  cafe  the  judgement,  or  fcntence,  be 
affirmed  land  provided  alfo,  that  no  execution  {ball  be 
(laid,  or  fufpcnded,  by  rcafon  of  fuch  appeal  unto  us, 
our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  in  our  or  their  privy*council, 

fo 
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To  as  the  party  fuiag,  or  taking-out,  execution  do,  in  th^ 
like  manner^  give  fecurity  to  the  value  of  the  matter  in 
differeQce,  to  make  reftitution,  in  cafe  the  faid  judge- 
ment or  fentencc  be  reverfed  or  annulled,  upon  the 
faid  appeal. 

And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs.  The  Gene. 

'    .  '  'ml  Assem- 

give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour,  and  the  Great  or  bly  may 
General  Court, or  Aflembly,  of  our  faid  province,  or  terri-  ' 

lory,  for  the  time  b^ing,  full  power  ^nd  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  to   make,  ordain,  and  eftablifh  all 
in4nner   of  wholefome  and   rpafonable  orders,  laws, 
fiatutes,  and  ordinances,   dire6^ions  and  indru&ions, 
either  with  penalties  or  without   (fo  as  the  fame  be  under  cer- 
not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  the  laws  or  this  our  realm  tions. 
pf  £ngland)  as  they  (hall  jndge  to  be  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  our  faid  province  or  territory,  and  for  the 
government  and   ordering  thereof,  and  of  the  people 
inhabiting,  or  who  (hall  inhabit,  the  fame,  and  fort 
neceflary  fupport  apd    defence    of  the    governmety 
ihereof. 

And  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fncceflbrs,  g»ve  jj  j^„jj^^ 
aiidgrant,that  the  faid  General  Court,  or  Aflembly,  (hall  ^'««  **>« 
have   full   power  and  authority    to  name   and  fettle,  electing 
annually,  all  civil  officers  within  the   faid  province,  cmioffi-' 
fuch  officers  excepted,  the  eleflion  and  conftitution  of  *^"' 
whom  we  have,  by  thefe  prefents,  referved  to  us,  our 
heirs,  and  fucceflbrs.  or  to  the  Governour  of  our  faid 
province  for  the  time   being;    and  to   fet-forth  the 
ieveral  duties,  powers,  and  limits,  of  every  fuch  officer 
to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  general  court,  or  aflembly, 
.  and  the  forms  of  fuch  oaths,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
aod  fUtutes  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  as  (faall  be 
X^fpe&ively  adminiftered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of 
^heir  feyeral   offices  and  places;  and  alfo  to  impofe 
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fines,  tnul<£tsi  imprironmentd,  and  oth^f  (<uni(hmehts  ; 
pSstng  Sncs  ^"^  ^^  impofe  and  levy  pTOp&ciiotiB^l^  and  retfbtiabl^ 
■"^?^*|*'    affeflinenU,  rates,  and  taxes,  upon  the  ^ftatts  and  pcr- 
menu;       fons  of  all  and  every  the  proprietors  ot  inhabhants  of 
levyyig       our  faid  province  or  territory,  to  be  iflued  aiid  difpof6d 
of  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  Gkrvemour  of  our 
faid  province  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  Council,  for  our  ferviqc,  in  iht  rieceffary 
defence  and  fupport  of  our  governmtot  6f  oar  faid 
province  or  territory,  and  the  protection  and  preferva- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  there,  according  to  fnch  afts  as 
are  or  (hall  be  in  force  within  our  faid  province;  tod 
to  difpofe  of  matters  and  things,  whereby  our  fubje&s, 
inhabitants  of  our  faid  province,  may  be   religioufly, 
peaceably,  and  civilly  governed,  prote£ted,  and  defend* 
ed,   fo   as  their   good  life,  and  orderly  converlation, 
may  win  the  Indians,  natives  of  the  country,  to  the 
knowledge  and  obedietice  of  the  only  true  God  and 
Saviour  of  Mankind,  and  the  Chriftian  Faith,  which 
his  late  majefty,  our  royal  grandfather,  king  Charles 
the  Firil,  in  his  faid  letters  patents  declared  was  his 
royal  intention,  and  the  adventurers  free  profeffion  to 
be  the  principal  end  of  the  faid  plantation  i  and  for 
the  better  fecuring  and  maintaintdg  liberty  of  eohfci-- 
ence  hereby  granted  to  all  perfbns  at  any  time  being 
and  refiding  witbiii  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  as 
aforefaid,  witling,  commanding,  and  requiting,  and  by 
thefe  prefents,  foi!*  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  ofdain- 
ing  and  appointing,  that  all  fueh  orders,  i^w^  flatuf^s 
and  ordinances,  inftru6tiond  ttnd  dirediofis,  as  fball  be 
fo  made  and  publi^ed  under  our  f(^al  of  our  fiiid  pro* 
vince  or  territory*  (hall  be  carefully  a(hd  dnly  obferved, 
kept,  and  perfonned,  and  put  in  execution,  accordie^ 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  thefe  prefents. 
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Pnwfided  alwia^.  and  we  do^  by  ^kek.  prefcnts>  for  uSf  The  Gover  • 
our  beirs^  and  fucceflbrsy  e(hb]i(h  and  ordain,  that  in  »  negative 
the  framing  and  pafling  of  ail  fucb  orders,  laws^  fta-  ^^'^^^ 
tttteSf  and  ordinaoctftt,  and  in  all  elcAion&and  a&s.of  ^uncii 
govemmcntwhatfoever^toibcipaflcd^  aiad«i.ordone,  hyi  Assembif . 
the fittd  general  Caurt,  e^  Afleoibly,  or  Council,  the  Go- 
Tcmour  of  our  faid  pioviiice»  or  temlotyf,  of  the.Mafla- 
ehoCets^bay  in  New^Englaad^  for  the  time  being,  (hall 
kave  tbe  negative  voice;  and  that  withoat  hi&.conrent 
or  approbattoa,  fignified  and  dcclaned  in  writing,  no 
fiidi  orders,  laws,  ilatutes,  ordinances,  ele&ions,  or 
otfier  a£ts  of  government  whatfoevcr,  fo  to  be  made, 
pafled,  or  done,  by  the  faid  General.  AflemUy,  or  in 
Couneil,  Aall  be  of  any  force,  effect,  or  validity ;  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  not* 
withfiaadtng. 

And  we  do  for  us,,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbfs,  efiablifli,  Themcts  of 
and  ordain,  thai  the  laid  orders,  laws,  fiatiUes  and  ^^^^ 
enlinaaces,  be  by  the  fir&  opportunity,  after  the  ma*  ^>»»ittcd 
king  thereof,  (ent,  or  tf  anfmittedj^  unto  us,  out  heirs,  and  to  be  by 
fueotflots,  uader  the  public  Teal  to  be  appointed  by  us,  vedof^'"* 
far  OUT  or  their  approbation  or  difallowance ;  and  that  <^''*^^<'^'<^c^ 
in  cafe  all,  or  any  of  them,  (ball,  at  ajay  time  within  the 
fpace  of  thiee  years  next  after  the  fame  (ball  have 
been  piefimted  to  us,,  our  beirs,  and  fuccefibrs,  in  our, 
or  dieir,.  piivy-couocil,  be  dilallowed  and  rejeded,  and 
ib  6gnified  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccelTors,  under  our, 
or  their,  fign-manual  and  fignet,  or  by  order  in  our,  or 
tbeir^  privy-council,  unto  the  Govemour  for  the  lime 
being,  (hen  fuefa  ^nd  fo  many  of  them  as  (hall  be  fo 
<)tfalIowed  and  rejefted,  (hall  thenceforth  ceafe  and 
d^enainOi  mi  become  utterly  void,  and  of  noueeSTe^: 
PfQji^idad  always,  that  ia  c^fe  ^v^  our  heirs,  gr  ftMiceC- 
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fors,  (hall  not,  wiihin  the  term  of  three  years  after  the 
prefenting  of  fuch  orders,  laws,  ftatutes  or  ordinances^ 
as  aforefaid,  fignify  our  or  their  difallowancc  of  the 
fame,  then  thefaid  orders,  laws,  (latutes,  or  ordinances, 
asaforeliid,  (hall  be  and  continue  in  full  force  and  effed^ 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ianie, 
until  the  expiration  thereof,  or  that  the  fame  fliall  be 
repealed  by  the  general  aflembly  of  our  faid  province 
for  the  time  being:  Provided  alfo,  that  itihall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  Governour  and  general  afleinbly,  to 
make,  or  pafs,  any  grant  of  lands  lying  within   the 
bounds  of  the  colonies   formerly  called  the  colonies 
of  the  Maffachul'etts-Bay,  and  New-Plymouth,   and 
province  of  Main,  in  fuch  manner  as  heretofore  they 
might  have  done  by  virtue  of  any  former  charter  oi^ 
letters   patents ;    which   grants  of  lands,  within  the 
bounds «  aforefaid,  we  do  hereby  will  and  ordain  to  be 
and  continue  for  ever  of  full  force  and  effed,  without 
and  under  ^^^^  further  approbation  or  confent ;  and  fo  as  nevertbe- 
Mt^' It'       '^'^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Toysl  will  and  pleafure,  that  no  grant 
or  grants  of  any  lands,  lying  or  extending  from  the 
river  of  Sagadehock  to  the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence  and 
Canada  rivers,  and  to  the  main  fea  northward  and  ea(l« 
\\  ard,  to  be  made,  or  pafled,  by  the  Governour  and  gene* 
ral  aflembly  of  our  faid  province,  be  of  any  force, 
validity,  or  effeft,  until  we,  our  heirs,  and  fucceiTors, 
(hall  have  (ignified  our,  or  their,  approbation  of  the 
fame. 
Powertothc      And  we  dg  by  thefe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 

Governour  '  *  • 

to  array  the  fucceffors,  grant,  cftablifli,  and  ordain,  that  the  Gover- 
nour of  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  for  the  time 
being,  (hall  have  full  power,  by  himfelf,  or  by  any 
chief  commander,  or  other  officer  or  oilficers,  to  be 

appointed 
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appointed  by  him  for  time  to  time,  to  frame,  inftrud, 
exercife,  and  govern,  the  Militia  there,  and,  for  the 
fpecial  defence  and  fafety  of  our  faid  province  or  terri- 
tory, to  afTemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike 
pofiure,  the  ihhabfttants  of  our  faid  province  or  territo- 
ry, and  to  lead  and  conduft  them,  and  with'  them  tQ  Andto  em- 
encounter,   expulfe,   repel,  refift,  and  purfue,  by  force  P^^yf!*^'"^.** 
of  arms,  as  well  as  by  fea  as  by  land,  within  or  with-<  ons. 
out  the  limits  of  our  faid  province  or  territory,  and 
alfo  to  kill,  (lay,  deftroy,  and  conquer,  by  all  fitting 
ways,  enterprizes,  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons   as  Ihall,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
attempt,  or  enterprise,  the  deftru&ion,  invafion,  detri- 
ment, or  annoyance,  of  our  faid  province  or  territory  ; 
and  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  law- martial  in  time  of  And  to 
a£tua!  war,  invafion,  or  rebellion,   as   occaiion   (hall  J^arttir 
neceflarily  require  :  and  alfo  from  time  to  time  to  erefl  l*^" 

'        *  in  certain 

forts,  and  to  fortify  any  place  or  places,  within  our  faid  cases  and 
province  or  territory,  and  the  fame  to  furnifti  with  all  certain 
neceflary  ammunition,  provifions,  and  ftores  of  war  'cs'^'ctions. 
for  offence  or  defence,  and   to  commit  from  time  to 
time  the  cuflody  and  government  of  the  fame  to  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  to  him  (hall  feem  meet ;  and  the 
faid  forts  and  fortifications  to  demolifh  at  his  pleafure ; 
and  to  take  and  furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means  what- 
foever, ail  and  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  with  their 
(hips,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  goods,  as  (ball  in 
a  hoftile  manner  invade,  or  attempt  the  invading,  con- 
quering, or  annoying,  of  our  faid  province  or  territory  : 
Provided  always,  and  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heirs,  and  fucceiTors,  grant,  eftablifh,  and  ordain, 
that  the  faid  Govemour  (hall  not  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  virtue  of  any  power  hereby  granted,  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted,  to  him,  tranfport  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 

our 


122 

our  fold  praviiiOe^  dr  territoiy ,  or  obKge  them  la  naurcb 
out  of  the  limctt  df  die  bme,  wiifaout  ihmr  fine  md 
votuatary  ocmfaiti  or  the  confetif  of  the  Great  andi 
General  Court,  or  Aflcmbly,  of  oor  faid  jirayince  or  tcr* 
ritory,  nor  grant  oommiffioiiB  for  exersifing  the  Imr 
martial  upon  any  of  the  mbabitamt  of  our  Ibid  pro- 
▼ince  or  territory,  witboet  the  advice  aood  confent  of 
the  Counctl,  or  AffiftaoftSj  of  the  fame. 
p»wer  of        Provided  in  Kke  fltaaQer,  and  we  do  by  thefe  pre** 
Goveraour'  Gsnts,  for  U8,  our  heirs,  and  fisccefcrs,  eooftitute  and 
LbMftce  of  ^^^^°»  ^^^^  when,  md  as  often  as,  the  Govemoflnr  of  our 
the  Gover-  faid  province  for  the  time  being  fliall  happen  to  die,  or 
be  difplaced  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  focceiibrs,  or  be  ab- 
fent  from  his  government,  that  then,  and  in  any  of 
thefe  cafes,  the  lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  Govemour  of 
our  faid  province  for  the  time  being  (hatt  have  full  pow- 
er and  authority  to  do  and  execute  all  and  every  foch 
afts,  matters,  and  things,  which  our  GoTerhour  of  our 
faid  province  for  the  time  being  might,  or  coold,  by 
virtue  of  thefe  our  letters  patents,  lawfully  do  or  ese« 
cute,  if  he  were  perfonally  prefenty  untit  the  return  ef 
the  Govemourib  abfent,  or  the  arrival,  or  eonftitution,of 
fuch  other  Gvovemour  as  fliail,  ok*  may,  be  appointed  by 
vs,  our  heirs,  or  focceflbrs,  in  hi9fiead ;  and  that,  when 
the  Coun-  and  as  often  as,  tbe  Govemour,and  Lieutenant,  orDcpn* 
raid  pro-*     ty,  Oov<rnour,  of  our  faid  ptovince  or  territory,  for  the 
vince  in  the  time  being,  (hall  happen  to  die,  or  be  difplaced  by  os, 
both  the     our  hcirs,  or  fucceflbrs,  or  be  abfent  from  our  faid  pro> 
^?LiemJ  vi^<^^>  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^'1  ^  *^^  perfon  within  the  faM 
Govern      P^^vince  commiffionatcd  by  ud,  our  heirs,  or  focceflbrs, 
to  be  Govemour  within  the  fame,  then,  and  in  every  of 
the  faid  cafes,  the  Council,  or  Aflifiants,  of  our  faid  pre* 
vince  (hall  have  fell  power  and  authority,  and  we  do 
hereby  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  Council,  or  AflM- 

ants. 
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uttsi  6f  GUI'  faid  pftyvin^e  for  tbi6  time  behig,  or  the 

mi^of  ff2Lrt  of  them,  full  power  and  authority  to  do  and 

cx^btite  all  aifid  every  fueh  ads,  matters,  and  things, 

wbieh  the  iilid  Govemour,  or  Lieutenanty  or  Depnty, 

OoVernotn*,  of  our  faid  protince  of  territory,  for  the  time 

beiii^,  Bright  or  cOtikl  lawfully  do  or  exeiieife,  if  tbey^ 

or  ci(hcf  of  th^to,  were  p^Hbmdty  prefent,  until  the  fe- 

ta^of  theGoTdmoiir,  orLieuteftaht,  orDeprity,  Gd\cr^ 

notar,  fo  jlbfent,o^  the  arrival,  orcoflftitut30n,of  fuchother 

Oo««tBour,or  Lieutenant,  orDepu^,  GoV^mour,  aa  (hall 

or  may  be  appointed  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  fueceffors,  from 
time  to  time. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  tio^  raity-Coort 
thing  herein  contained  fliall  extend  or  be  taken  to  ereA  ^^^^^^^ 
or  grant,  or  allow  the  cxercife  of  any  Admiralty-Court  '"X  •utho- 
jurtfiiidion,  power  or  authority^  but  that  the  fadie  ikall  province, 
be  and  is  hereby  referved  to  us  and  our  fucceflbrs,  and  unde^r  the 
fliall  from  time  to  time  be  ^refted,  granted  «ndexer-g^*^^^^J 
cifed  by  virtue  of  conKniffions  to  be  iflued  under  the  the  Sc&i  of 
Great  Seal  of  J^gland,  or  under  the  Seal  of  the  High  Admtni 
Admiral,  or  the  Commiflioners  for  executing  the  office  °^  ^nK**"^ 
of  High  Admiral  of  England. 

And  further,  our  e^pref^  wiH  afnd  plcafure  is,  ind  we 
do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, 
ordain  and  appoint,  that  thefe  our  letters  patent  ihall 
aot,  in  any  manner,  enuYe,  or  be  taken,  to  abridge,  bar,  j,^.^  ^^^^^ 
or  binder,  any  of  our  loving  fubjeds  whatfoever,  fo  ufe  ter  shall  nor 
and  exercife  the  trade  of  fifliing  upon  the  cpafts  of  New-  dnnce  10*^* 
England,  but  that  they,  and  every  of  them,  (hall  have  iJlbS  i« 
foil  and  free  power  and  liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  'f*^'^^® 
faid  trade  of  fiihing  upon  the  faid  ooafts,  in  any  of  the  on  the 
ieas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  faid  feas  New  ed^. 
or  falt-waler  rivers,  virhcre  they  have  been  wont  to  fifli ;  **°^' 
and  to  build  and  fet-up  on  the  lands^  within  our  faid 
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province  or  colony,  lying  wafte,  and  not  then  poflfefled 
by  particular  proprietors,  fuch  wharfs,  fiages,  and  work* 
boufes,  as  (hall  be  necelfary  for  the  falting,  drying, 
keeping,  and  packing  of  their  6(b,  to  be  taken  or  gotten 
upon  that  coaft,  and  to  cut-down  and  take  fuch  trees 
and  other  materials  there  growing,  or  being,  upon  any 
parts  or  places  lying  wade,  and  not  then  in  pofleffion  of 
particular  proprietors,  as  (hall  be  needful  for  that  pur^ 
pofe,  and  for  all  other  neceffary  cafements,  helps,  and 
advantages,  concerning  the  faid  trade  of  fifhiog  there, 
in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  they  have  been  heretofore 
at  any  time  accuftomed  to  do,  without  making  any  wiL 
ful  wade  or  fpoil ;  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithilandinfir*. 

A  reserva-  •'  ®    ^ 

tion  of  large  And  laftly,  for  the  better  providing  and  fumithing 
use  of  the  of  mafts  for  our  royal  navy,  we  do  hereby  referve  to  us, 
^^^'  our  heirs,  and  fuccefTors,  all  trees  of  the  diameter  of 
twenty-four  inches,  and  upwards  of  twelve  inches 
from  the  ground,  growing  upon  any  foil,  or  trad  of 
land,  within  our  faid  province  or  territory,  not  hereto* 
fore  granted  to  any  private  perfons ;  and  we  do  reftrain 
and  forbid  all  perfons  whatfoever  from  felling,  cutting, 
or  deilroying  any  fuch  trees  without  the  royal  licenfe 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  firfl  had  and  obtained, 
upon  penalty  of  forfeiting  one  hundred  pounds  Serliag 
unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  for  every  fuch  tree 
fo  felled,  cut,  or  defiroyed,  without,  fuch  licenfe  had 
and  obtained  in  that  behalf  5  any  thing  in  thefe  pre^- 
fents  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwith- 
flanding.  In  witnefs,  &c.  Witnefs  ourfelves  at 
Weftminfler  the  feventh  day  of  O&ober. 

By  Writ      Vrivy  Seal. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

FREEHOLDERS  AND  OTHER  INHABITANTS 

TOfJN  OF  BOSTON, 

IN   TOWN  MEETING  ASSEMBLED,  ACCORDINO    TO  LAW* 
[published  by  order  of  tHB  TOWN.] 
To  which  is  prefixed,  as  Introductory, 

IN    A.TTBSTED    COPY   OF    A   VUTB   OF    THE    TOWN    AT 

A    PRECEDING    MEETING. 

TMK    WHOLE    CONTAINING    A    PARTICULAR     ENUMERATION    OP 

THOSE    GRIEVANCES    THAT    HAVE    GIVEN    RISE    TO    THE 

PRESENT  ALARMING  DISCONTENTS  IN  AMERICA. 

[Boston  printed,  London  reprinted,  i77Sj 


PREEACE  OF  THE  BftlTlSH  EDITOR 

xV.LL  accounts  of  the  difcontent  fo  general  in  our  colonies^ 
liave  of  late  years  been  indudrioufly  fmothered,  and  con- 
cealed here;  it  feeming  to  fuit  the  views  of  the  American 
minifter  *,  to  have  it  underftood,  that  by  his  great  abilities 
ail  fa6tion  was  fubdued,  all  oppoflition  fupprefled,  and  the 
whole  country  quieted.  —  That  the  true  ftate  of  fafFairs 
there  may  be  known,  aud  the  true  caufes  of  that  difcontent 
well  underftood,  the  following  piece  (not  the  produdion  of 
a  private  writer,  but  the  unanimous  a.A  of  a  large  American 
city)  lately  printed  in  New-England,  is  republiflied  here. 

•  The  Earl  of  Hillsborough. 

This 
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This  nation,  and  tberotber  nations  of  Europe,  may  thereby 
learn  with  more  certainty  the  grounds  of  a  diflenfionj 
that  poffibly  may,  fooner  or  later,  have  confequences  in- 
terefting  to  them  all. 

The  colonies  had,  from  their  firft  fettlement,  been  go- 
verned with  more  eafe  than  perhaps  can  be  equalled  by  any 
inftance  in  hiftory,  of  dominions  fo  diftant.  Their  affe£k]on 
and  refped:  for  this  country,  while  they  were  treated  with 
kindnefs,  produced  an  almofl;  implicit  obedience  to  the  in- 
ftrudions  of  the  prince,  and  even  to  a£ls  of  the  Britilh  par- 
liament, though  the  right  of  binding  them  by  a  legiflature 
in  which  they  were  unreprefented,  was  never  clearly  un- 
derftood.  That  refped  and  afie&ion  produced  a  partiality 
in  favour  of  every  thing  that  was  Englifli;  whence  their 
preference  of  £ngU(h  modes  and  manufactures ;  their  fub- 
miffion  to  reftraint^  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods, 
which  they  had  but  little  defire  to  ufe;  and  the  monopoly  we 
fo  long  enjoyed  of  their  commerce,  to  the  great  enriching 
of  our  merchants  and  artificers.  The  miftaken  policy  of 
the  ftamp-a6i  firft  difturbed  this  happy  filuation ;  but  the 
flame  thereby  raifed  was  foon  extingui(hed  by  its  repeal, 
and  the  old  harmony  reftored,  with  all  its  concomitant  ad- 
vilnt^es  to  our  (commerce.  The  fubfequent  a3:  of  another 
adiyiiniftration'^,  which,  not  content  with  an  eftablifiied  ex- 
cluiipn  of  foreign  manufaAures,  began  to  make  pur  own 
merchandize  dearer  ,to  the  confumers  there  by  heavy  du« 
fieSjrrevived  it  again:  tod  cofnbinations  were  entered  into 
l^roM^out  the  Contiaent,  to  flop  trading  with  Britain  till 
tbofe  duties  fliould  be  repealed.  All  were  accordingly  re- 
pealed h\kt  one,  the  duty  on  tea.  This  was  relerved  profefl"- 
edly  as  a  flanding  cl^m  and  exercife  of  the  right  aflumed 
by  parliament  of  laying  fuch  duties.    The  colonies,  on  this 

•  That  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Towoshend  (brother  to  General  Lord  Viscount 
Townthendy)  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

repeal. 
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repeal,  i-etraftod  ^eir  agreement,  fo  far  as  related  4o  all 
otber  goods  except  that  on  which  thcidaty  was  iCtained. 
This -was  trumpeted  bere  by  the  mtnrfter  far  the  colonies  as 
a  triumph;  ibere  it  w^  confidered  only  as  a  decent  and 
equitable  meafure,  fliowing  a  willingnefs  to  meetihe.  mother 
country  in  every  advance  towards  a  reconciliation.  And 
the  difpofition  to  a  good  underftanding  was  fo  prevalent, 
that  pofiiblythey  might  foon  have  relaxed  in  the  article  of 
tea  alfo.  But  the  fyftem  of  commiffioners  of  cuftoms,  offi* 
cers  without  end,  with  fleets  and  armies  for  colleding  and 
enforcing  thofe  duties,  being  continued,  and  ading  with 
much  indifcretion  and  rafhnefs,  giving  great  and  unneceflary 
trouble  and  obftru&ion  tobufinefs,  commencing  unjuft  and 
vexatious  fuits,  and  haraffing  commerce  in  all  its  branches, 
i^ile  that  miniRer  kept  the  people  in  a  conflant  ftate  of  ir- 
ritation by  inftruftions  which  appeared  to  have  no  other 
end  than  the  gratifying  his  private  refentments*^,  occafioned 
a  persevering  adherence  to  their  refolutton  in  that  parti- 
cular: and  the  event  (hould  he  a  leflbn  to  miniften,  not 
to  rifque,  through  pique,  the  obftruAing  any  one  bianch  of 
trade,  iince  the  courfe  -and  connedion  of  general  bufinefs 
may  be  thereby  difturi>ed  to  a  degree  impoifible  to  be  for&- 
feen  or  imagined.  For  it  appears,  that  irhe  colonies,  find- 
ing their  humble  petitions  to  have  this  duty  repealed,  were 
rgeAed  and  treated  with  contempt,  and  that  the  produce  of 
the  duty  was  applied  to  the  rewarding  with  undeferved  fala- 
ries  and  penfions  every  one  of  their  enemies,  the  duty  itfelf 
became  more  odious,  and  their  refolution  to  flarve  it  more 
vigorous  and  obdinate.  The  Dutch,  the  Danes  and  French, 
took  the  advantage  thus  offered  them  by  our  imprudence, 
and  began  to  fmuggle  their  teas  into  the  plantations.    At 

*  'Some  of  hii  circular- letters^had' been  criticised  and  expoied'by 
Mt  «r  two*  of  the' Amerlean-  anambliti. 

firft 
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firft  this  u^as  fomewhat  difficult;  but  at  length,  as  all  bufii- 
nefs  improves  by  praftice^  it  became  cafy.     A  coaft  1500 
miles  in  length,  could  not  in  all  parts  be  guarded,  even  by 
the  whole  navy  of  England,  efpecially  where  the  reftraining 
authority  was  by  all  the  inhabitants  deemed  unconftitutional, 
and   fmuggling   of  courfe  confidercd  as  patriotifm.     The 
needy  wretches  too,  who,  with  fmall  falaries,  were  trufted  to 
watch  the  ports  day  and  night,  in  all  weathers,  found  it 
eafier  and  more  profitable^  not  only  to  wink^  but  to  fleep  in 
their  beds,  the  merchant's  pay  being  more  generous  than  the 
king's.   Other  India  goods  alfo,  which  by  themfelves  would 
not   have  made  a  fmuggling  voyage  fufficiently  profitable, 
accompanied  tea  to  advantage:  and  it  is  feared  the  cheap 
French  filks  formerly  reje^d  as  not  to  the  tafte  of  the  colo- 
uifts,  may  have  found  their  way  with  the  wares  of  India,  and 
now  eftablifiied  themfelves  in  the  popular  ufe  and  opinion. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  at  lead  a  million  of  Americans  drink 
tea  twice  a  day,  which,  at  the  firft  coft  here,  can  fcarce  be 
reckoned  at  lefs  than  half  a  guinea  a  head^^  annum.    This 
market,  that  in  the  five  years  which  have  run-on  fince  the 
A&  pafled,  would   have  paid    21,500,000  guineas  /or  tea 
clone,  into  the  coffers  of  the  company,  we  have  wantonly 
loft  to  foreigners.     Meanwhile  it  is  faid  the  duties  have 
fo  diminiflied,  that  the  whole  remittance  of  the  laft  year 
amounted  to  no  more  than  the  pitiful  fum  of  85  pourids  for 
the  expence  of  fome  hundred  thoufands  in  armed  fliips 
and   foldiers  to  Jupport  the  officers.     Hence  the  tea  and 
other  India  goods  that  might  have  been  fold  in  America, 
remain  rotting  in  the  company's  warchoufes,  while  thofe  of 
foreign  ports  are  known  to  be  cleared  by  the  American  de« 
mand.     Hence,  in  fome  degree,  the  company's  inability  to 
pay  their  bills,  the  finking  of  their  ftock,  by  which  millions 
of  property  have  been  annihilated;  the  lowering  of  thei   divi- 
dend, whereby  fo  many  muft  be  diftrefted;  the  lofs  to  go- 
vernment 
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Vcrnment  of  the  ftipulated  4CX>jOco  pounds  a  ye^r,  u^hich 
tnuft  make  a  proportionable  reduAion  in  our  favingsto* 
wards  the  difcharge  of  our  enormous  debt;  and  hence  in 
part  thefevere  blow  fufiered  by  credit  in  general,  to  the 
ruin  of  many  families;  the  ftagnation  of  bufinefs  in  Spital- 
Fields  and  at  Mancheder,  through  want  of  vent  for  that 
goods;  with  other  future  evils,  which,  as  they  cannot,  from 
the  numerous  and  fecret  conne£lions  in  general  commerce^ 
^iily  be  foreseen,  can  hardly  be  avoided,^ 

M  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  4ind  other  Inhd^^ 
bitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  duly  -warned^ 
and  legally  assembled^  in  F^neuil  -  Hall,  on 
Wednesday  the  28f fe  of  October,  J  772 ;  and  from 
thence  continued  by  Ad{joiirnments  to  Monday 
the2d  of  November  following  ; 

It  was  moved, 
That  a  Committee  of  Correfpondeilce  be  appointed,  1i> 
confift  of  twenty-one  perfons,  **  to  dale  the  rights  of  the 
Colonifts,  and  of  this  province  in  particular,  as  Men,  as 
Chriftians,  and  as  Subje£ls;  to  communicate  and  publiQi  the 
fame  to  the  feveral  towns  in  this  province,  and  to  the 
world,  as  the  fenfe  of  this  town^  with  the  infringements 
and  violations  thereof,  that  have  been,  or  from  time  to 
time  may  be,  made ;  alfo  requefting  of  each  tovin  a  free 
communication  of  their  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft." 

Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominated 
^nd  appointed  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  to  make  report  to 

^Thjs  Preface  of  the  British  Edit6r  to  the  second  edition  of  this  "^^  l^'"^*^* 
pampfaiet*  at  London  in  the  year  1773,  was  probably  written  by  the  '^'»«— ^•^^• 
telebnted  Dr.  Benjamin  FraDklin,  who  was  then  in  England,  and 
^d  net  go  to  Nor*  America  till  Ajjrii,  1774.  ^AA^o^ck,  trr^ 
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the  town  as  foon  as  may  be,  viz.  The  Hon.  James  Oiisj 
£fq.;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Dr.  Jofepli  Warren,  Dr.  Benja- 
min Church,  Mr.  William  Dennic,  Mr.  William  Grecnr 
leaf,  Jofcph  Greenlcaf,  Efq. ;  Dr.  Thomas  Young,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Powell,  Mr.  iNathaniel  Applclon,  Mr.  Oliver  Wen- 
ilell,  Mr.  John  Swcetfer,  Jofiah  Guincy,  Efq.;  Caph  John 
Bradford,  Richard  fioynton,  Efq.;  Captain  William  Mac- 
kay.  Major  Nathaniel  Barber,  Deacon  Caleb  Davis,  Mr. 
Alexander  Hill^  Mr,  William  Molineux^  and  Mr.  Robert 

Picrpont. 

A  true  Copy. 

Attejl. 
WILLIAM  COOLER,  Town  Clkkk. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhtt'^ 
bitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  duly  teamed 
and  assembled  in  Faneuil-Hall  according  io 
Lavi  on  Friday ^  the  ^^th  of  November,  1772; 
then  and  there  to  receive  and  act  upon  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  at  a  former 
Meeting  on  the  2d  of  the  same  Month,  and 
such  other  Tilings  as  might  property  come  under 
the  Consideration  of  the  Towtu 

The  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Efq.  being  unanimoufly 
chofen  Moderator,  the  ChaiFman  of  the  faid  Commtttee 
acqnainted  bim  that  he  was  ready  to  make  Report,  and 
read  the  fame,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town,  the  ^d  inflant| 
^^  to  ftate  the  rights  of  the  Colonics,  and  of  this  province 
in  particular,  as  Men,  as  ChriAians^  iind  as  Subje^;  to 
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tomtiluiltcate  and  publiih  the  fame  to  the  feveral  towns  intki4 
province  and  to  the  world,  as  tbefenfe  of  this  town,  with 
the  infringements  and  violations  thereof,  that  have  been> 
or  from  time  to  time  may  be  made :  alfo  requeftmg  of  each 
town  a  free  communication  of  their  fentiments  on  thisfub« 
jcS,'*  beg  Icavfc  to  re|>ort : 

Firjl,  A  Sute  of  the  Rights  tif  the  €oIoniil$,  and  of  this 
Province  in  particular. 

Secondly ^  A  Lift  of  the  Infringements  and  Violations  of 
thofe  Rights* 

Thirdly,  A  Letter  of  Correfpondence  with  the  other 
Towns. 

i,  Jfaiural  Sights  of  ibe  Colont/is  as  Men^ 

Among  the  natural  rjgbts  of  the  Colonifts  are  thefe: 
tirfi,  a  right  to  life;  fecondly,  to  liberty^  thirdly,  to  pro-- 
perty;  together  with  the  right  to  fupport  and  defend  them 
in  the  beft  manner  they  caii*  Thefe  are  evident  branched 
of,  rather  than  dedu£tions  from,  the  duty  of  felf-prefervation^ 
commonly  called  the  firft  law  of  nature 

All  men  have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  (bite  of  nature  as 
long  as  they  pleafe:  and  in  cafe  of  intolerable  oppfeflion, 
civil  or  religious,  to  leave  the  fociety  they  belong  to,  and 
^nter  into  another. 

When  men  enter  into  fociety,  it  is  by  voluiitary  confentj 
atid  they  have  a  right  to  demand  and  infift  upon  the  perform- 
^ce  of  fuch  conditions  and  previous  limitations  as  form 
to  equitable  origindl  coinpaQ* 

Every  niktural  right,  notexprefrfly  given- up,  or,  from  iht 
^ture  of  a  (bcial  conipa3,  neceflarily  ceded,  remains. 

All  pofitive  and  civil  laws.ihouId  conform,  as  far^.pdf- 
£bte,  to  the  law  of  natural  reafon  and  equity. 
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As  neither  reafon  requires^  nor  religion  permits,  the  coir* 
trary,  every  man  living  in^  or  out  oF,  a  ilate  of  civil  fociety^ 
has  a  right  peaceably  and  quietly  to  worfliip  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  bis  confcience. 

*^  Just  and  true  liber tj^  equal  and  impartial  liberty*  \i\ 
matters  fpiritual  and  temporal,  is  a  thing  that  all  men  arc 
clearly  entitled«to,  by  the  eternal  and  immutable  laws  of 
God  and  nature,  as  well  as  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  ^ll 
well-grounded  municipal  law»,  which  mu(l  have  their  foun- 
dation in  the  former. 

In  regard  to  religion,  mutual  toleration  in  the  diflerent 
profeffions  thereof,  is  what  all  good  and  candid  minds  in 
all  ages  have  ever  prafliifed;  and  both  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple inculcated  on  mankind:  and  it  is  now  generally  agreed 
among  Chriftians,  that  this  fpirit  of  toleration,  in  the  fulled 
extent,  confident  with  the  being  of  civil  fociety,  **  is  the 
chief  chara£keri(lical  mark  of  the  true  church*."  Info- 
much  that  Mr.  Locke  has  aiTerted,  and  proved  beyond  the 
poffibiljty  of  contradiction  on  any  folid  ground,  thai  fuch 
toleration  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  whofe  doSrines  are 
not  fubverfive  of  fociety.  The  only  fefts  which  he  think» 
ought  to  be,  and  which  by  all  wife  laws  are,  excluded  from 
fuch  toleration,  are  thofe  who  teach  dodlrines  fubveriivc  of 
the  civil  government  under  which  they  live.  The  Roman 
Catholicks,  or  Papifts,  are  excluded,  by  reafon  of  fuch  doc- 
trines as  thefe,  ^'  that  princes  excommunicated  may  be  de- 
pofed,  and  thofe  they  call  heretich  may  be  deftroyed  with-' 
out  mercy; ''  befides  their  recognizing  the  Pope  in  fo  abfq- 
lutc  a  manner,  in  fubverfion  of  government,  by  introducing^ 
as  far  poiSble,  into  the  fUtes,  under  whofe  prote£tion  they 
enjoy  life,  liberty,  and  property,  that  folecifm  in  politicks 

*  See  Locke's  Letters  on  Toleratron» 
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im^crium  in  imperio*,  leading  direftly  to  the  worft  anarchy 
and  confufion,  civil  difcord,  war,  and  bloodfhed. 

The  natural  liberty  of  man,  by  entering  into  fociety,  is 
abridged  or  retrained  fo  far  only  as  is  neceflary  for  the  great 
end  of  fociety,  the  bcft  good  of  the  whole. 

In  the  ftatc  of  nature,  every  man  is,  under  God,  judge, 
and  fole  judge,  of  his  ewn  rights,  and  of  the  injuries  done  • 
him:  by  entering  into  fociety,  he  agrees  to  an  arbiter,  or  iii- 
diflfcrent  judge,  between  him  and  his  neighbours;  but  he  no 
more  renounces  his  original  right,  than  by  taking  a  caufe 
out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law,  and  leaving  the  decifion 
to  referees,  or  indifferent  arbitrators.  In  the  laft  cafe  he 
muft  pay  the  referees  for  time  and  trouble;  he  (hould  alfo 
be  willing  to  pay  his  juft  quota  for  the  fupport  of  govern- 
ment, the  law,  and  the  conftitution;  the  end  of  which  is  to 
furnifli  indifferent  and  impartial  judges  in  all  cafes  which 
may  happen,  whether  civil,  ecclefiaftical,  marine,  or  mili- 
tary. 

**  The  natural  liberty  of  man  is  to  be  free  from  any  fupe-» 
riour  power  on  earth,  and  not  to  be  under  the  wilh  or  Iegifla<r 
tive  authority,  of  man;  but  only  to  have  the  law  of  nature 
for  his  rulef." 

In  tRe  (late  of  nature,  men  mty,  as  the  Patriarchs  did, 
employ  hired  fcrvants  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  property ;  and'  they  (hould  pay  them  reafonable 
wages.  Oovernment  was  inAituted  for  the  purpofes  of  com- 
mon defence;  and  thofe  whcf  hold  the  reins  of  government 
have  an  equitable  natural  right  to  an  honourable  fupport  fron^ 
the  fame  principle  <'  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire:"  but  then  the  fame  community  which  they  ferve, 
9ught  to  be  the  a(rtflbrs  of  their  pay:  governours  have  no 

*  A  government  within  a  gdv^rnment. 
t  Lqcke  on  Government, 

K  3  righl 


134 

ri^t  to  feek  and  take  what  they  picafe;  by  this,  inftead  of 
being  content  with  the  ftation  affigned  them,  thatofbonoura* 
ble  fervants  of  the  fociety,  they  would  foon  become  abfolute 
majlirsy  de/pots,  and  tyrants.  Hence  as  a  private  man  baa 
a  right  to  fay,  what  wages  he  will  give  in  his' private  affairs, 
fo  has  a  community  to  determine  what  tbey  will  give  and 
grant  of  their  fubftance,  for  the  adminiftration  of  publick 
affairs.  And  in  both  cafes,  more  are  ready  generally  to 
offer  their  fervice  at  the  propofed  and  ftipulated  price,  than 
are  able  and  willing  to  perform  their  duty. 

In  fhort,  it  is  the  greateft  abfurdity  to  fuppofe  it  in  the 
power  of  one^  or  any  number  of  men,  at  the  entering  into 
fociety,  to  renounce  their  eflential  natural  rights,  or  the 
means  of  preferving  thofe  rights;  when  the  grand  end  of 
civil  government,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  infiitution,  is 
for  the  fupport^  proteAion,  and  defence  of  thofe  very  rights, 
the  principal  of  which,  as  is  before  obferved,  are  /[//,  liber-^ 
ij^  and  property »  If  men,  through  fear,  fraud,  or  miffake, 
ihould  in  tirnu  renounce,  or  give-up,  any  effential  natural 
righty  the  eternal  law  of  reafou  and  the  grand  end  of  fociety, 
would  abfolutely  vacate  fuch  renunciation;  the  right  to 
freedom  being  tbe  gift  of  God  Almighty ^i  is  not  in  the 
power  of  man  to  alienate  this  gift,  and  voluntarily  become 
9  ilave. 

n.  Tbe  Rigbts  of  the  Cohni/ls  as  Chriftians. 

Thefe  may  be  beft  underflood  by  reading  and  carefully 
iludying  the  inftitutes  of  the  great  lawgiver  and  head  of  the 
Chriffian  Church,  which  are  to  be  found  clearly  written 
and  promulgated  in  the  New-Teftamcnt.  * 
'  By  the  aft  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  commonly  called 
S'be  tolsratioTi'^Si,  every  fubjefi:  in  Englapd,  except  Papifts, 
t^q^  was  rell'ored  to^  and  re-eftablifhed  in^  his  natural  right 

to 
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to  worfliip  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 

fcience.     And  by  the  charter  of  this  province,  it  is  granted, 

ordained  and  efiablidied  (that  is,  declared  as  an  original  right) 

that  there  fliall  be  liberty  of  confcience  allowed  in  the  wor- 

ihip  of  God,  to  all  Chriftians  except  Fapifts,  inhabiting, 

or  which  (hall  inhabit  or  be  refident  within  the  faid  province 

or  territory*.  Magna  Charta  itfelf  is  in  fubfiance  but  a  con-» 

firained  declaration,  or  proclamation  and  promulgation,  in 

the  name  of  King,  Lonls  and  Commons,  of  the  fenfe  the 

latter  bad,  of  their  original,  inherent,  indefeafible  natural 

rights  ;t  as  alfo  thofe  of  free  citizens,  equally  perdurable 

with  the  other.    That  great  author,  that  great  jurift,  and. 

even  that  court  writer,.  Mr.  Juftice  Blackfttme^  holds,  that 

this  recognition  was  juftly  obtained  of  King  John  fword-in- 

hand ;    and  peradventurp  it  muR    be  one   day  8word-in« 

hand  again  refcued  and  preferved  from  total  deilru&ion  ^and 

oblivion. 

III.  The  Rigbfs  of  the  Coloni/is  as  Suljeas. 

A  ComnionweaUh,  or  State,  is  a  body  politick,  or  civil  so^ 
ciety  of  men,  united  together  to  promote  their  mutual  fafe- 
ty  and  prof|)erity,  by  means  of  their  Unions. 

The  abfolute  rights  of  Eng1i(bmen,  and  all  freemen  in,  or 
out  of,  civil  society,  are  principally,  .fK/r5ona/yecurii[^,  per^ 
itmal  liberty  and  private  property. 

All  perfons  born  in  the  BritiOi  American  colonics,  are, 
by  the  laws  of  Qod  and  nature,  and  by  the  common  law  of 
England,  exclujive  of  all  charters  from  the  Crown^  well  enti* 
tied,  and  by  a£ts  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  are  declared  to 

*See  1  Wm.  and  Mary,  St.  2.  C.  18.  and  Massachusetts  Charter, 
ui  the  third  year  of  William  and  Mary.    See  above,  page  1 16. 

t  Lord  Coke*9  Inst.  Blackstone*s  Commentaries,   V.  1.  pa.  122. 
the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Act  of  Settlement. 

}  See  Locke  and  VatteL 
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he  entitled^  to  all  the  natural^  eiTential,  inherent  and  infepa-«- 
Table  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  fubje£ts  born  in  Grea 
Britain,  or  within  the  realm.  Among  thofe  rights  are 
the  following ;  which  no  man,  or  body  of  men,  confident- 
ly with  their  own  rights  as  men  and  citizens,  or  members 
of  ibctety^  can  for  themfelves  give-up^  or  take-away  from 
oth'ers* 

Fir^,  ^^  The  firft  fundamental  pofitive  law  of  all  Com- 
monwealths or  States,  is  theefiabliihing  the  legiOative  pow- 
err  As  the  firll fundamental  natural  law  alfo,  which  is  to 
gofvem  even  the  legiflative  power  itfelf,  is  the  prefervation 
of  the  society/** 

Secondly^  The  legiflative  has  no  right  to  abfolute,  arbi- 
trary, power  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people :  Nor 
can  mortals  aflume  a  prerogative^,  not  only  too  high  for 
men,  but  for  angels ;  and  therefore  referved  for  the  ejcer- 
cife  of  the  Deity  alone. 

*^  The  legiflative  cannot  jutlly  affunie  to  itfelf  a  power  to 
rule  by  extempore^  arbitrary,  decrees';  but  it  is  bound  to  fee 
thatjufiice  is  difpenfed,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  fubjeds 
be  decided,  by  promulgated,  (landing,  and  known,  laws,  and 
authorized  independent  Judges  ;'^  that  is,  independent,  as 
far  as  poflSble,  of  prince  and  people.  "  There  /hould  he 
muruteofJuftieefor  rich  and  poor  %  for  the  favourite  ak 
€wnty  and  the  countryman  at  the  plough  J*\ 

Thirdly^  The  fupremc  power  cannot  juftly  take  from  any 
man,  any  part  of  his  property  without  his  confent,  in  per- 
fcn^orby  his  reprefentative. 

Thefe  arc  fbme  of  the  firft  priaciples^of  natural  law  and 
^uilic^  and  the  great  barriers  of  all  free  dates,  and  of  the 
Britiih  conditution  in  particular.  It  is  utterly  irreconcileabl^ 

*  Locke  on  Governmei^t   Sali^s  Populi  suprema  Lex  esto. 
f  Locke. 
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to  thefe  principks,  and  to^  many  other  fundamental  maxima 
of  tho  common  law,  common  fenfe,  and  reafoHj  that  a  Bri« 
ti(h  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  have  a  right,  at  pleafure,  to 
give  and  grant  the  property  of  the  colonics.  That  thefe 
colonics  are  well  entitled  to  all  the  eflential  rightsy  liberties, 
and  privileges  of  men  and  freemen^  horn  in  Britain,  is  ma* 
nifeft,  not  only  from  the  colony-charters  in  general,  but 
froma^  of  theBriti(h  parliament.  The  ilatule  of  the  13th  of 
Qeo.  II.  c  7.  naturalizes  even  foreigners  after  feven  years 
rcfidence.  The  words  of  the  Maflaohufctts-Charter  are 
thefe  ',  ^'  And  further  our  will  and  pleafure  is^  and  we  da 
hereby  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceifors,  grant,  eftabiiOi,  and 
ordain,  that  all  and  every  of  the  fubjeds  of  us,  our  heirsj^ 
and  fucceflbrs,  which  fh^tll  go  to,  and  inhabit  within,  our 
faid  province  or  territory,  and  every  of  their  children 
which  (hall  happen  to  be  bom  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  go« 
ing  thither,  or  returning  from  thence,  (hall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  fubjeda 
wtthm  any  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceft 
fors,  to  all  intents,  conftru&ions,  and  purpofcs  whatfoever,^ 
as  if  they,  and  every  of  them,  were  born  within  this  our 
realm  of  England/'  Now  what  liberty  can  there  be,  where 
properly  is  taken-away  tvithout  confcnt  ?  Can  it  h^  faid 
with  any  colour  of  (ruth  and  juflice,  that  this  continent  of 
three  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  of  a  breadth  as  yet  unex- 
ploredj  in  which  however,  it  is  fuppofed,  there  are  five  xiiiU 
lions  of  people,  has  the  lead  voice,  vote,  or  influence  in  the 
decifions  of  the  Britifli  parliament?  Have  they,  all  toge* 
thcr,  any  mor**.  right  or  power  to  return  a  (ingle  member  to 
that  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  (not  inadvertently,  but 
deliberately)  a(rumed  a  power  to  difpofe  of  their  lives*, 
liberties  and  properties,  than  to  choofe  an  Emperor  of  China? 

^See  the  Act  of  the  last  Session  relating  to  the  KiDg*s  dock-yards. 
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Had  the  coIonlAs  a  right  to  return  mfinbcrs  to  the  Britiib 
Parliatnent,  it  would  only  be  hurtful ;  as  from  their  local 
lituation  and  circuindances^  it  is  impoffible  they  fliould  be 
ever  truly  and  properly  reprefented  there.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  country^  in  ail  probability,  in  a  few  years,  will  be 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
together:  Yet  it  is  abfurdly  cxpeftcd,  by  the  promoters  of 
the  prefent  meafures,  that  thefe,  with  their  pofterity  to  all 
generations,  (hould  be  eafy,  while  their  property  ihall  be 
difpofed-of  by  a  Houfe  of  Commons  at  three  thoufand 
miles  dldance  from  them ;  and  who  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  the  Icaft  care  or  concern  for  their  real  intereft:  who 
have  not  only  no  natural  care  for  their  intereft,  but  mud 
be  f »  effeB  bribed  againft  it;  as  every  burden  they  lay  on 
the  Colonics  isfo  much  favcd  or  gained  to  tbemfe4vcs.  Hi- 
therto many  of  the  colonifts  have  been  free  from  quit-rents ; 
but^  if  the  breath  of  a  Pritiih  Houfe  of  Commons  can  ori- 
ginate  an  z&.  for  taking-away  all  our  money,  our  land^  will 
go  next,  or  be  fubjeA  to  rack-rents  from  haughty  and  re«> 
lentlcfs  landlords,  who  will  ride  ateafe,  while  we  are  trodden 
in  the  dirt.  The  Colonifts  hive  been  branded  with  the  odi« 
ous  names  of  traitors  and  rebels  only  for  complaining  of 
their  grievances  :  How  long  fucit  treatment  will,  or  ought 
to  be  born,  is  fubmitted. 

ji  Liji  of  Infringements  and  Violations  of  Rights. 

We  cannot  help  thinking,  that  an  enumeration  of  fome 
of  the  moft  open  infringements  of  our  rights,  will  by  every 
candid  perfon  be  judged  fuffieicnt  to  juj[ify  whatever  roea- 
fares  have  been  already  taken,  or  may  be  thought  proper  to 
betaken,  in  order  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  the  grievances  up- 
der  which  we  labour.    Among  many  others,  we  humbly 
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conceive,  that  the  following  will  not  fail  to  excite  the  atten* 
lion  of  all  who  confider  ihemfelves  iuterefted  iu  the  happi* 
nefs  and  freedom  oF  mankind  in  general,  and  of  this  conti* 
nent  and  province  in  particular. 

ift.  The  Britifli  Parliament  have  aiTumed  the  powers  of 
legifl^tion  for  the  colonifts  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  without 
obtaining  the  confent  of  the  ^habitants,  which  is  ever  ef- 
fentially  neceflary  to  the  rightful  eftablifliment  of  fuch  a  le- 
giflative* 

2dly.  They  have  exerted  ihat  afTumed  power,  in  raiiing  a 
revenue  in  the  colonies  without  their  oonfent ;  thereby  de- 
priving them  of  that  right  which  every  man  has  to  keep  his 
own  earnings  in  his  own  bands  until  he  (hall,  in  perfon,  or 
by  his  reprefentative,  think  fit  to  part  with  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  it.    This  infringement  is  the  more  extraordinary^ 
when  we  coniider  the  laudable  care  which  the  Britifli  Houfe 
of  Commons  have  taken,  to  referve  entirely  and  abfolutely 
to  themfelves  the  powers  of  giving  and  granting  money. 
They  not  only  infift  on  originating  every  money <-biIl  m 
their  houfe,  but  will  not  even  allow  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to 
make  an  amendment  in  thefe  bills ;  fo  tenacious  are  they 
of  this  privilege,  fo  jealous  of  any  infringement  of  the  fole 
and  abfolute  right  the  people  have  to  difpofe  of  their  own 
money ;  and  what  renders  this  infringement  the  more  griev- 
ous is,  that  what  of  our  earnings  ftill  remains  in  our  hands, 
is  in  a  great  meafure  deprived  of  its  value,  fo  long  as  the 
Britifli  Parliament  continue  to  claim  and  exercife  this  power 
of  taxing  us;  for  we  cannot  juftly  call  that  our  property, 
which  others  may,  when  they  picafe,  take-away  from  ua 
againft  our  will. 

In  this  refpcft  we  are  treated  with  lefs  decency  and  regard 
than  the  Romans  fliowed  even  to  the  provinces  which  they 
bjKl  conquered.    Tbey  only  determined  upon  the  fum  which 
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each  (houUI  fumifli,  and  left  cverjr'  province  lo  raifc  it  in 
the  manner  mod  cafv  and  convenient  to  themfelves. 

3dly.  A  number  of  new  officers,  unknown  in  the  charter 
of  this  province,  have  been  appointed  to  fuperinlend  thin 
revenue ;  whereas  by  our  charter,  the  Great  and  General 
Court,  or  Aflcmbly,  of  this  province,  has  the  fole  right  of 
appointing  all  civil  officer^  excepiing  only  fuch  officers, 
the  ejeflton  and  conftitution  of  whom  is,  in  faid  charters^ 
exprcfsly  excepted;  among  whom  thefe  officers  are  not 
included. 

4thly.  Thefe  officers  are  by  their  commiffions  inverted 
with  powers  altogether  unconflitutional,  and  entirely  de- 
ftruftive  to  that  fccurity  which  we  have  a  right  to  enjoy  j 
and  lo  the  laft  degree  dangerous,  not  only  to  our  property, 
but  to  our  lives :  for  the  commiffioners  of  his  Majedy's 
cuftums  in  America,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  by  their 
commiffioQ  empowered,  ^^  by  writing^  under  their  hands 
and  feals,  to  conllitute  and  appoint  inferiour  officers  in  all 
and  fingular  the  ports  within  the  Hmits  of  their  commif- 
fions/' Each  of  thefe  petty  officers  fo  made  is  intruded  with 
power  more  abfolute  and  arbitrary  than  ought  to  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  whatfoever;  for 
in  the  commiffion  aforementioned,  his  Majcfty  gives  and 
grants  unto  bis  faid  commiffioners.  or  any  three  of  them, 
tiX\A  to  all  and  every  the  colle6lors,  deputy-coIle£tors, 
miniders,  fervants,  and  all  other  officers  ferving  and  attend- 
ing in  all  and  every  the  ports  and  other  places  within  the 
limits  of  their  commiffion,  full  power  and  authority,  from 
iime  to  time,  at  their,  or  any  of  their,  wills  and  pleafures, 
a?  well  by  night  as  by  day,  to  enter  and  go  on  board  any 
ftiip,  boat,  or  other  veflcl,  riding,  lying,  or  being  within,  or 
coming  into,  any  port,  harbour,  cre«k,  or  haven,  within  the 
limits  of  their  commiffion  ;  and  alfo  in  the  day-tinie  to  go 
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into  any  houfe,  (Iidp^  cellar,  or  any  othef  place,  where 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes  lie  concealed,  or  are 
fuJpcQed  to  lie  concealed,  whereof  the  cuflonis  and  other 
duties,  have  not  been,  or  (liall  not  be,  duly  paid  and  truly 
fatisfied,  anfwcred,  or  paid  unto  the  collectors,  deputy-col- 
leftors,  minifters,  fervants,  «nd  other  officers  refpeftivelvj 
or  olherwife  agreed  for;  and  ihc  Md  houfe,  (hop,  ware- 
houie,celIar,and  other  place,  to  fearch  and  furvey,  and  all  and 
every  the  boxes,  trunks,  chefts  and  packs  then  and  there 
found  to  break-open." 

Thus  our  houfe?,  and  even  our  bed-chambers,  areexpofed 
to  be  ranfacked,  our  boxes,  trunks,  and  cheils  bruke-open^ 
ravtjgcd,  and  plundered,  by  wretches^  whom  no  prudent 
man  would  venture  to  employ  even  as  menial  fervants^ 
whenever  they  are  pleated  to  fay  they////^^<3  there  are  in 
the  houfe,  wares,  &c.  for  which  the  duties  have  not  been 
paid.  Flagrant  infi^ces  of  the  wanton  exercife  of  this 
power  have  frequently  happened  in  this  and  other  fea-port 
towns.  By  this  we  are  cut^ofTfrom  that  domeftick  fecurity 
which  renders  the  lives  of  the  mod  unhappy  in  fome 
meafure  agreeable.  Thefe  officers  may,  under  colour  of  law, 
and  the  cloak  of  a  general  warrant,  break  thrQugh  the 
facred  rights  of  the  domicile  ranfack  men's  houfes,  deftroy 
their  fecurities,  carry-off  iheir  property,  and,  with  little 
danger  to  themfelves,  commit  the  moft  horrid  murders. 

And  we  complain  of  it  as  a  further  grievance,  that  not« 
witbdanding  by  the  charter  of  this  province,  the  Governour 
and  the  Great  and. General  Court,  or  Aflembly  of  this  pro- 
vince or  territory,  for  the  time  being,  fliall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  and 
eflablifh  all  manner  of  whdefome  and  eafonable  laws, 
orders,  fiatutes,  and  ordinances,  directions  and  inftruClions^ 
and  that,  if  the  fame  ihali  not  within  the  term  of  three 
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years  after  prcfcnliftg  the  fame  to  his  Majefty  ift  pfi^y* 
council,  be  difallowed,  they  (hall  be  and  continue  in  full 
furce  and  effc£t,  until  the  fame  fhall  be  repealed  by  the 
Great  and  General  Affembly  of  this  province :  yet  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great-Britain  have  rendered^  or  attempted  to 
render,  null  and  void,  a  law  of  this  province,  made  and 
paflfed  in  the  reign  of  Mb  late  Majefty  George  the  Firft,  enti- 
tled, '^  An  a£t  dating  the  fees  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers 
u'ithin  this  province  j'*  and,  by  mere  dint  of  power,  in 
violation  of  the  charter  aforcfaid,  eftablifhed  other  and 
exorbitant  fees,  for  the  fame  officers;  any  law  of  the 
province  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Sthly.  Fleets  and  armies  have  been  introduced  to  fupport 
thefe  unconftitutional  officers  ia  colle£ling  and  managing 
this  unconftitutional  revenue ;  and  troops  have  been  quar-* 
tered  in  this  metropolis  for  that  purpofe.  Introducing  and 
quartering  ftanding  armies  in  a  frec^^ountry  in  times  of 
peace,  without  the  cotifent  of  the  people  either  by  them-* 
felves  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  is^  and  always  has  been 
deemed,  a  violation  of  their  rights  as  freemen;  and  of  the 
charter,  or  compaft  made  between  the  king  of.  Great  Britain 
and  the  people  of  this  province,  whereby  all  the  rights  of 
Britifh  fubjcSs  are  confirmed  to  us. 

6thly.  The  revenue  arifitig  from.this  tax,  unconftitutionally 
laid,  and  committed  to  the  management  of  perfons  arbi- 
trarily appointed  and  fupportcd  by  an  armed  force  quarter- 
ed in  a  free  city,  has  been  in  part  applied  to  the  moft 
deftru£tivc  purpofes.  It  is  abfolutely  necefTary  in  a  mixt 
government,  like  that  of  this  province,  that  a  due  propor- 
tion, or  balance  of  power,  (hould  be  eftabliftied  among  the 
feveral  branches  of  the  legiflatlve.  Our  anceftors  received 
from  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  a  charter,  by  which 
it  was  underftood  by  both  parties  in  the  contract,  that  fuch 
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It  proportion,  or  balance,  was  fixed ;  and  therefore  ev^ 
thing  which  renders  any  one  branch  •£  the  legiflative  more 
independent  of  the  other  two  than  it  was  originally  defign^ 
td,  is  an  alteration  of  the  conftitntron  as  fettled  by  the  char<4 
lerj  and,  as  it  has  been,  until  the  eflabliihment  of  this 
revenue,  the  conflant  practice  of  the  general  aflembly  to 
provide  for  the  fupport  of  governnoent,  foit  is  an  eiTeutial 
part  of  our  confiitution,  as  it  is  a  neceflkry  means  of  pre> 
ferving  an  equUihriumy  without  which  we  cannot  continue 
a  free  date. 

In  particular  it  has  always  been  held,  that  the  dependance 
of  the  Govemour  of  this  province  upon  the  General  Aflembly 
for  his  fupport,  was  n^ceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  this 
equilibrium^  neverthelefs  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
apply  fifteen  hundred  pounds  (lerling  annually,  out  of  the 
American  revenue,  for  the  fupport  of  the  Governour  of  this 
province  independent  of  the  aflembly ;  whereby  the  anci- 
ent  conne^liun  between  him  and  his  people  is  weakened, 
the  confidence  in  the  Governour  leflened,  the  equilibrium 
deftroyed,  and  the  conllitution  eflentially  altered* 

And  we  look  upon  it  as  highly  probable,  from  the  bed 
intelligence  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  that  not  only  our 
Governour  and  Lieuienant-govemour,  but  the  Judges  of  the 
fuperiour  court  of  judicature,  as  alfo  the  King's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-general,  are  to  receive  their  fupport  from  this 
grievous  tribute.  This  will,  if  accom^liihed,  compleat  our 
flavery :  for,  if  taxes  are  to  be  raifed  from  us  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  without  our  confent,  and  the  men 
on  whofe  opinions  and  decifions  our  properties,  liberties, 
and  lives,  in  a  great  meafure  depend,  receive  their  fupport 
from  the  revenue  arifing  from  thefe  taxes,  we  cannot, 
when  we  think  on  the  depravity  of  mankind,  avoid  looking 
with  horror  on  the  danger  to  which  we  are  expofed  I  The 
Britifli  parliament  have  fhown  their  wifdom  in  making  the 
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jullges  Inere  as  uidcpendent  as  j^oflible  both  on  the  )>rinc(6 
Tind  people,  both  for  place  and  fupport;  but  our  judges 
hold  their  commifliotis  onlj' during  pleafure;  the  granting 
them  falarics  out  of  this  revenues  is  rendering  them  depen-^ 
danl  on  the  crown  for  their  fupport.  The  King,  upon  bis 
firft  acceffioti  to  the  throne,  for  giving  tht  laft  hand  to  tb« 
independency  of  the  judges  in  England,  not  only  upon 
himfclf  but  hisfucccflbrs,  by  recommending  and  confenting 
to  an  z£t  of  parliament,  by  which  tiie  judges  are  continued 
in  office,  notwithfianding^the  deniife  of  the  King,  (which 
Vacates  all  other  commifllions,}  was  applauded  by  the  whole 
Nation.  How  alarming  therefore  mud  it  be  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  province^  to  find  fo  wide  a  difierence  made 
between  the  fubje^  in  Britain  and  in  America^  as  the 
rendering  the  judges  here  altogether  dependant  on  the 
Crown  for  their  fupport^ 

7thly.  We  find  ourfelves  greatly  opprefled  byinftruAions 
Tent  to  our  Gov<;rnour  from  the  court  of  Great  firitain;  where- 
by the  firft  branch  of  our  leglflalure  is  made  merely  a 
minifterial  engine.  Ahd  the  province  has  already  fell  fuch 
effeds  from  thefe  inilru£lions  as,  we  think,  juftly  entitle  us 
to  fay,  that  they  threaten  an  entire  defirudion  of  our 
liberties )  and  muft  foon,  if  not  checked,  render  every 
branch  of  our  government  a  ufelefs  burthen  Upon  the 
people.  We  (Iiall  point'^out  fome  of  the  alarming  efiefts 
of  thefe  inftru6tions  which  have  already  taken  place. 

In  confequence  of  inftruftions,  the  Governour  has  called 
and  adjourned  our  General  Alfemblies  to  a  place  highly 
inconvenient  to  the  members,  and  greatly  difadvantageous 
to  the  intereft  of  the  province,  even  againft  his  own 
declared  intention.  ^ 

In  confequence  of  inftru^lions,  the  Aflfembly  has  been 
prorogued  from  time  to  time,  when  the  important  conceras 
of  the  proviace  required  their  meeting. 
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In  obedience  to  Tnftnifiions  the  General  AAembly  wai; 
Anno  1768,  diffolved  by  Governour  Bernard,  becaufe  they 
would  not  confent  to  rejcin4  the  reiblution  of  a  formit 
houfe^  and  thereby  facrifice  the  rights  of  their  conftitur 
ents. 

By  an  Inilruftion,  the  honourable  his  Maje(ly*s  Council 
are  forbid  to  meet  and  tranfa£l  matters  of  publick  cpncerni 
as  a  Council  of  advice  to  the  Governour,  unlets  called  by  the 
Governour  ;  and  if  they  (hould,  from  a  sealous  regard  to 
the  intereft  of  the  province,  fo  meet  at  any  time,  the 
Governour  is  ordered  to  aegative  them  at  the  next  election 
of  Councellors.  And,  although,  by  the  charter  of  this 
province*  the  Great  and  General  Court  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  impofe  taxes  upon  the  e'ftates  and  perfons 
of  all  and  every  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  yet  the  Governour  has  been  forbidden  to  give  his 
confent  to  an  a£t  impoling  a  tax  for  the  ueceflary  fupport 
of  Government,  unlefs  fu(;h  perfons,  as  were  pointed-out  in 
the  faid  Inftru&ion,  were  exempted  from  paying  their  juft 
proportion  of  the  faid  tax. 

His  Excellency  has  alfo  pleaded  Inftructions  for  giving* 
up  the  provincial   fortrefs,  Cadle* William,  into  the  hands 
of  troQps,  over  whom  he  had  declared  he  had  no  controul ; 
(and  that  at  a  time  when  they  were  menacing  the  flaugli* 
ter  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  our  fireets  were 
ftained   with   blood    which   they   bad   barbaroufly  (hed.) 
Thus  our   Governour,  appointed  and   paid  from    Gredt-^ 
Britain  with  money  forced  from  us,  is  made  an  indniraent 
of  totally  preventing,  or  at  lead  of  rendering  futile,  every 
attempt  of  the  other  two  branches  of  our  Legiflative  in 
favour  of  the  diflrefTed  a#d  wronged  people :    and,  left  the 
complaints,  naturally  occafioned  by  fuch  oppreffion,  (hould 
excite  compaffion  in  the  royal  bread,  and  induce  his  Ma- 
jefty  ferioufly  to  fet- about  nelieving   u^  frdm   the  cruel 
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bondage  aftd  iofohs  whidi  wfj  bit  \ofa\  M>}tSi9^  hmrm 
to  long  fuflfered,  the  Governour  is  forbidden  to  coofent  to 
the  payment  of  an  Agent  to  reprefent  our  grievances  at 
the  Coart  of  Great-Bn^ip,  unlefa  he,  the  Govemour, 
confent  to  hia  election;  and  we  very  well  know  what 
fb^  man  nuffi  he  to  whofe  appointment  4  QovtrpouTi  in 
fuch  cireumftancea,  will  oonfent. 

While  we  are  mentioning  Uie  infringements  of  the  righta 
of  this  oolony  in  particnlar  by  means  of  InftruAions,  wi 
eannot  help  calling  to  remembrance  the  late  wiexampted 
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fufpenfion  of  the  legiflative  of  a  After  colonyj  Nitu^York^ 
by  force  of  an  InftruAion,  until  they  (houM  comply  with 
an  arbitrary  zSt  of  the  BrittA  parliament,  for  qnaitering 
troops,  defigned,  by  military  e^ecutionj  to  enforce  the 
Tai6ng  of  a  tribute. 

8thly.  The  extending  the  power  of  the  Courts  of  Vice» 
Admiralty  to  To  enormous  a  degree,  as  deprives  the  people 
in  the  colonies,  in  a  great  meafnre,  of  their  ipedimabl^ 
righta  to  trials  ty  Juries;  which  has  ever  been  juAly 
confidered  as  the  grand  bulwark  and  Security  of  EngK^ 
property. 

This  alone  is  fufficient  to  rou(e  our  jegloufy ;  and  we 
are  i^ain  obliged  to  take  notice  of  the  remarkably  contraft, 
which  the  firitifli  parliament  have  beoi  pleafed  to  eahiblt 
between  the  fubjeds  in  Great-Britain  and  the  colonies.  Ii| 
the  fanie  ftatute,  by  which  they  give-up  to  the  d^ifion  of 
one  dependant  interefied  Judge  of  Admiraky  the  eftates 
and  prcq>erties  of  the  colonifts,  they  exprefsly  guard  t)|e 
eftates  and  properties  of  the  people  of  Gh^at-Britftin :  for 
all  forfeitures  and  penalties  infliQed  by  the  fbtute  of  the 
fourth  of  George  th^  third,  or  any  other  aft  of  parliafRtnt 
relative  to  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  may  be  fued-'fer  in  any 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  oolonies ;  but  all  penalties  asKi 
forfeitures  wfaiclf  ib^  \^  mcorred  in  QMat*Britain,  may 
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be  fucd-for  in  tny  ofibii  A[aj«Ay's  Cowrto  of  Jkcord  iq 
Weftminfier^  or  in  the  >Court  of  Exchequer  in  SootlaiMl, 
refpe&iveljr.  Thus  our  birth-iightfl  are  Ukfn  from  us ; 
and  that  too  wiib  every  inark  of  tndignitf »  tpSaik  and 
oonte^ipt.  We  may  be  ^haraflcd  and  draggqd  ftotn  one- 
part  of  the  Cominenttotbeotbery^  which  fMpe  of  ourbrethrea 
here  and  in  the  .eo^niry«4owna  already  liave  been)  and 
inally  be  deprived  of  our  whole  property^  by  the  aibitrary 
determinaUQn  of  one  biafied^  capricioua^  Judge  of  iho 
Adoiiraily. 

9rbly.  The  refirainiqg  ua  from  ere^iog  flitting<4ntlb 
ft>r  Rij|n|ifaduring  our  iron,  the  natural  produce  ^yfthja 
country,  is  an  infriogeoiefit  of  that  right  with  wl|ich  Qod 
and  nature  have  invefted  us,  to4nake  ufe  qfourikili  and 
indttftry  in  procuring  the  neceflariea  and  convenieooies  of 
life.  And  we  look  upon  th^  r^raint,  laid  upon  the  menu* 
fkAure  and  tranfportation  of  hats,  lo  be  altogether  uovea» 
ibnable  and  grievous.  Although,  1>y  the  charter,  dl  haveas, 
rivers^  ports,  watere,  ^c.  are  exprefaly  granted  the  inhabit 
lanta  of  the  province  and  their  fucceflbra,  totbmonly 
proper  pfe  and  behoof  for  ever,  yet  the  fivttiih  parKament 
paObd  an  a^f  whereby  they  reftrauitia  from  eacryiog  our 
wool,  the  produce  of  our  own  farms,  even  over  a  £sery| 
vsliereby  the  inhabitants  have  often  been  put  to  the 
eapence  of  carrying  abagof  wool  near  aiiJuaodred  miles 
by  la^d,  when  paffingovera  river  or  water  of  one  e^uaiter 
of  a  mile,  of  which  the  prQvince.ace4he4ibfohMe|)n)prietot8y 
would  have  prevented  all  that  trouble. 

LotMy.  1  he  sSt  paffed  4n  the  laft  fSsffioa  of^he  8siti(h 
parliament,  intituled,  an  wS  /kr  ibg  hsiter  fr^mfing  bii 
jtf^if^yV  Dock-Yards^  Ha^aaofMtr,  Sbipt^  jimmtmUi^H^ 
mnJStorcSi  i«,  as  we  appsehepd,  a  -jviolent  infringement  of 
our  rights.  By  this  a^  any  one  of  usviay  be  4akeQ  from 
bisianiily,  and  ca^ri^d  to  atiy  part  of  GreiC«#9iiaini  Umm 
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|&  be  tried;  whenever  it  {bill  be  pretended  that  he  has  beeir 
concerned  ia  burning  or  otberwife  deftroying  any  boat  or 
veflel^  or  any  materials  for  building,  &c.  any  naval  or 
nifiiiailiiig  (lore,  &c«  belonging  to  his  Majcfiy*  For  by 
this  aft  dl  jpecfons  in  the  realm,  or  in  any  of  the  places 
thereto  belonging  (under  which  denomination  we  know 
^e  colonies  are  meant  to  be  included)  may  be  indifted  or 
tried  either  in  any  county  or  (hire  within  this  realm,  in 
like  manner  and  form  as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed 
ia  faid  county,  as  his  Majefty  and  his  fucceflbrs  may  deem 
fxpedient.  Thus  >ve  are  not  only  deprived  of  our  grand 
right  to  trial  by  our  fters  in  ths  vicinity ,  but  any  perfon 
(dfpeded,  or  pretended  to  be  fufpefted,  may  be  hurried  to 
Qreat-Britain,  to  take  his  trial  in  any  county  the  King  or 
his  fucceflbrs  (hall  pleafe  to  direft;  where,  innocent  or 
guilty,  he  is  in  great  danger  of  being  condemned ;  and 
whether  condemned  or  acquitted,  he  will  probably  be 
Tuined  by  the  expence  attending  the  trial,  and  his  long 
abfence  from-  his  family  and  bufinefs;  and  we  have  the 
iiE|!ongeft.reafon  to  apprehend  that  we  (hall  foon  experience 
the  fatal  e£feAs  of  this  a&,  as  about  the  year  1769,  the 
Sritiih  pariiameat  pafled  refolves  for  taking*up  a  number 
of  perfons  in  the  colonies  and  carrying  them  to  Great* 
Britain  for  trial,  pretending  that  they  were  authorifed  fo  to 
do,  by  a.  ftatute  paiTed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  in 
which  they  fay  the  colonies  were  included,  although  the 
9ft  was  pafled  long  before  any  colonies  were  fettled,  or 
^en  in  contemplation* 

xxthly.  As  our  anceftors  came*over  to  this  country  that 
<bcy  might  not  only  enjoy  their  civil  but  their  religious 
rights,  and  particularly  defired  to  be  freed  from  the  prelates, 
who  in  thofe  times  cruelly  perfecuted  aH  who  differed  in 
fentiment  from  the  eflablilhed  church;  we  cannot  fee, 
without  concern,  the  varioi^s  attempts  which  have  been 

made. 
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miae,  and  are  no^  making,  to  eftabliih  'ah  Amefeic^yii 
epifcopate.  Our  epifcopal  brethren  of  the  colonies  .(k> 
enjoy,  and  rightfully  ought  ever  to  enjoy,  the  free  exerciie 
of  their  religion^  but,  as  an  Ameri^n  eplfcopate  is  by  na 
means  eflential  to  Ibat  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  v^ 
cannot  help  tearing  that  they  who  are  To  warmly  conten<W 
Ing  for  fuch  an  eftaUiflunent,  have  views  altogethqir 
inconfiftent  with  the  univerfaland  peaceful  enjoyment  of 
our  Chrifiian  privileges:  and  doing,  or  attempting  to  ido,  any 
thing  which  has  even  the  remoteft  tendency  to  endanger 
this  enjoyment, is  juftly  looked-upon  as  agreatgrievance,and 
aUo  an  infringement  of  our  rights  |  which  is  not  barely  to 
exercife,  but  peaceably  and  fecurely  to  enjoy,  that  liberty 
with  which  CHRIST  hath  made  us  free. 

And  we  are  further  of  opinion,  that  no  power  tOn  earth 
.can  juftly  give  either  temporal  or  fpiritMl  junfdi&iaa 
within  this^provincc,  except  the  Great  and  General  Court* 
\V^  think  therefore  that  every  defign  for  efiablifhing  th^ 
jurifdidion  of  a  Eifhop  in  this  province^  is  a  defign  both 
againft  our  civil  and  religious  rights :  and  we  are  well 
informed,  that  the  more  candid  and  judicious  of  our  bne- 
thrcn  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  this  and  the  other 
colonies,  both  clergy  and  laiety,  conceive  of  the  eftabliih* 
ing  an  American  epifcopate  as  being  both  uimeceflary  and 
unreafonable.  > 

i2thly.  Another  grievance  under  which  we  labour  is, 
the  frequent  alteration  of  the  bounds' of  the  colonies  by 
deciiiotis  before  the  King  and  Council^  explanatory  of  fhmfttr 
grants  and  charters.  This  not  only  fubjeds  men  ta  live 
under  a  conftitution  to  which  they  have  pot«^conien|e^ 
which  in  itfelf  is  a  great  grievance }  but  moreaver,  under 
colour  that  the  right  <if/oil  is  affeded  by  fuch  declaraf  igiis# 
fome  Govemours,  or  Minifters,  or  hoth  in  conjuii&ioQ, 
.  have  pretended  to  grant,  in  confequenceof  a  Mandamis^ 
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tntny  flKnifands  of  acr«is  of  vactot  ftnd  dpproprialed  jand^ 
tfkr  i,  century  pad^  and  rendered  valuable  by  the  labours 
6f  the  pl^ftnt  culliratora  am)  tHeit  anceftors.  There  are 
f  liry  ndalle  inftanees  of  feM^r^^  whb^  haVii^^^  firft,  purchaf- 
<tf  thti  foil  of  the  tutive^^  hav^i  it  confid^rable  expehce^ 
MitaioM  codffrniations  of  title  ftom  this  province ;  and,  tki' 
%eing  transferred  to  th^  jurifiti  Aion  of  the  province  of  Nettf^ 
Hamp/btTBf  baVe  iMien  put  to  the  trouble  and  coft  of  a  netitr 
g^htyoreoniirihationi  froioi  then6e  *,  and,  afeef  all  (hrs,  there 
hu  bif^  a  (hlhl  d^larattbft  of  the  roya}  will,  that  they 
ih6btd  thenceforth  be  conSdered  as  pertaining  to  the  pro* 
vince  «f  NiW-Yinrki  The  troubles,  expences^  and  dangerar, 
^Htcii'  htmdredi  h^6  been  puNto  on  fueh  occdfions,  can-- 
not  here  be  recited ;  butfoinuch  rtay  be  faid,  that  they 
bave  bt^eti  thoft  cruelly  h&rafled|  ntti  ev^n  threatened  wfth 
H  military  ferbe,  to  dragoon  tb^  into  a  cotnpliaiice  whh  thtf 
iftbft  unreafoliaUe  demands. 


^m^ 


A  Lirttftft  6^C6rrefpondence  to  the  other  Towns. 


BostoM^  November  fio^  i772« 


Gentlemen, 


Wi,  ibe  fredioldeirs  and  other  inhabitants  of  Bo/ton,  itk^ 
ti^*iiiedtmg  dtdy  afTembled,  according  to  law,  appre- 
beiiAb^  tber^  is  d>unldant  reaibn  to  be  afarmed  that  tfat 
fSn  61  Hefi^oHfli^j  wbicb  the  eitemies  of  our  inValuabfe 
lightf  hfate  ^obdrtted,  b  rapidly  haftening  to  a  cotnpletion, 
^ian  iiO  longer  conced  our  impati<[^66  imder  a  conilant,  utf- 
remitted,  uniform,  saiiii  to  mflave  us»  or  confide  in  ai^  atd-« 
JtMl^^oa  wMcfi  dutatehd  ua  with  cert^i^  and  mevitdile 

deftru&ion* 


Mhiftioh;  iinif  wheti  ia  addition  to  liid  itpeate^  inroad 
kiade  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  coloniftiy  and  of 
ihoTe  in  this  province  in  particular^  we  refleA  on  the  lati 
fcztrsordinarjr  meafure  iti  affixing  flipends,  or  falaries  frank 
the  crown  to  the  offices  bf  the  Judges  of  the  fuperior  0>urt 
of  Judicainre^  making  them  not  only  intirely  independent  of 
Vbt  people^  whofe  lives  ahd  fortunes  are  fo  much  in  their 
power^  but  abfolutely  dependant  on  the  ctown*  (which  may 
hereafter  be  worn  by  a  tyrant)  both  for  their  appointment^ 
and  fuppott,  we  cannot  but  be  extremely  alarmed  at  tha 
mifchievoud  tendency  of  this  innovation;  which,  in  our 
opinion,  is  direftly  contnuy  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britiih  Con- 
lUtucion,  pKgtiant  with  innumerable  evils,  and  hath  a  di- 
nfi  tendency  to  deprive  us  of  every  thing  valtuble  as  m^i 
aa  chrifitans,  and  as  fubjefts,  entitled,  by  the  royal  charter^ 
to  all  the  rights^  liberties  and  privileges  of  native  Britons* 
Bodk  being  the  critical  ftate  of  this  province,  we  think  it 
our  duty  on  ibis  truly  diftreffing  occafion,  to  alk  you,  what 
cut  withftand  the  atucks  of  mere  power  ?  what  can  prdervie 
the  liberucs  of  the  fubjeft,  when  the  barriers  of  the  oonfti-^ 
tution  are  lakeuraway  j[  The  town  of  Bajttm,  confulting  on 
the  matter  siiovMnentioned,  thought  proper  to  make  apptt« 
cation  to  the  Govemour  by  a  committee ;  rcquefting  his  ex* 
#aHcncy  to  eottimunitiate  fach  intelligence  as  he  might  have 
received,  relaAv«  to  the  report  of  the  ledges  having  th^ 
fupport  independent  of  the  grants  of  this  province,  a  copy 
of  which  you  hive  herewith  in  paper  No.  i.  *  To  which 
we  teeeived  a^  anfwer  the  paper  No.  %.  f  The  town,  oti 
AtfAer  defiberitioti,  thought  it  advifeaUe  to  refer  the  wmu' 
ear  to  the  Great  and  Genera)  ASGsfMy ;  and  aoeerdingly  ia  a 
Ibeond  addrefs,  as  No.  9.  f  they  requefted  his  Sxcelienqf 

•  Sea  Appendix,  No.  1.  f  See  Appendix,  Mo.  a. 

I  See  AppeadiXf  Mo*  3. 

«•  4  tb« 


\b2 

that  the  general  teurt  might  eonvenc  at  the  time  (o  tvhich 

they  then  ftood  prorogued  ;  to  which  the  town  received  the 

• 

reply  as  in  No.  4.  (  in  which  we  are  acquainted  with  bis  in- 
tentions further  to  prorogue  the  General  Aflembly,  which  has 
fince  taken  place.  Thus,  gentlemen,  it  is  evident  his  Excel- 
lency declines  giving  the  lead  futisfaftion  as  to  the  matter 
in  requeft.  The  affair  being  of  public  concernment,  the 
town  of  Bojlon  thought  it  neceilary  to  confult  with  their 
brethren  throughout  the  province ;  and  for  this  purpofe  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  to  communicate  with  our  fellow^fuf- 
ferers,  refpeding  this  recent  indancc  of  oppreflion,  as  well 
as  the  many  other  violations  of  our  rights  under  which  we 
have  groaned  for  feveral  years  pad — ^I'his  committee  have 
briedy  recapitulated  the  fenfe  we  have  of  our  invaluable 
rights  as  nieo^  as  christians,  and  as  fubjedls ;  and  wherein 
we  conceive  thofe  rights  to  have  been  violatedi  which  we 
are  defirous  may  be  laid  before  your  town,  that  the  fubjed 
may  be  weighed  as  its  importance  requires,  and  the  cqi- 
le&ed  wifdom  of  the  whole  people,  as  far  as  poflible,  be 
obtained,  on  a  deliberation  of  fiich  great  and  lading  mo- 
ment as  to  involve  in  it  the  fate  of  allourpofterity.-^Great 
pains  has  been  taken  to  perfuade  the  Britifli  Admioiftration 
to  think,  that  the  good  people  of  this  province  in  general 
are  quiet  and  undidurbed  at  the  late  meafures ;  and  that 
any  uneafinefs  that  appears,  arifes  only  from  a  few  fa&ious, 
defigning,  and  difaffefted,  men.  This  repders  it  the  more 
iieceflary,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  people  flioiikl  be  explicitly 
declared.— A  free  conimuoicalion  of  your  fentiments.  io 
tills  town>  of  our  common  danger,  is  earnediy  JoUicited 
and  will  be  gratefully  rcqeiyed.  If  you  concur  with  us  ia 
opinion,  that  our  rights  are  properly  dated,  and  th^t  }hc 
fcvcral  afts  of  Parliament,  and  Meafures  of  Adminidration^ 

J  Sec  Appendix,  No.  4. 
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)>ointed  out  by  us^  are  fubverfive  of  thefe  rights^  you  mil 
doubtlefs  think  it  of  the  utmoft  importance  that  we  ftand 
firm  as  one  man,  to  recover  and  fupport  them^  and  to  take 
filch  meafures,  by  direAingourreprefentatives^orotherwife^ 
as  your  wifdom  and  fortitude  fhall  didate,  to  refcue  from 
impending  ruin  our  happy  and  glorious  Cohllitution.  But 
if  it  (hould  be  the  general  voice  of  this  province  that  the 
n^ts»  as  we  have  dated  them^  do .  not  belong  to  us ;  or, 
that  the  feveral  meafures  of  admtniftration  in  the  Briti(h 
Court)  are  no  violations  of  thefe  rights :  or,  that,  if  they  are 
thus  violated  or  infringed,  they  are  not  worth  contending- 

for,  or  refolutely  maintaining ; fliould  this  be  the 

general  voice  of  the  province,  we  muft  be  refigned  to  our 
wretched  fate ;  but  ihall  for  ever  lament  the  extiu£iion  of 
that  generous  ardour  for  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which,  in 
the  face  of  every  danger,  and  even  death  itfelf,  induced  our 
father?  toforfake  the  bufom  of  their  Native  Country,  and 
begin  a  fettlement  on  bare  creation. — But  we  truft  this 
cannot  be  the  cafe  ;  We  are  fure  your  wifdom,  your  regard 
to  yourfeives  and  the  rifing  generation,  cannot  fuflfer  )4u 
to  doze,  or  fit  fupinely  indifferent,  on  the  brink  of  defiruc- 
tion,  while  the  iron  hand  of  oppreflion  is  daily  tearing  the 
choiceft^fruit  from  the  fair  tree  of  liberty,  planted  by  our 
worthy  predeceflTors,  at  the  expence  of  their  treafure,  and 
abundantly  watered  with  their  blood. — ^It  is  an  obfervation 
of  an  eminent  patriot,  that  a  people  long  inured  to  bard- 
{hips,  lofe  by  degrees  the  very  notions  of  liberty;  they  look 
upon  themfelves,  as  creatures  a/  mercy y' and  that  all  iuipo- 
fitionSj  laid^on  by  fuperior  hands,  are  legal  and  obliga- 
tory,— But,  thank  Heaven,  this  is  not  yet  verified  in  Afne^ 
rica  I  We  have  yet  fome  (hare  of  public  virtue  remaining: 
W6  are  not  afraid  of  poverty,  but  difdain  flavery.— The  fate 
of  nations  is  fo  precarious,  and  revolutions  in  ftates  fo'  of- 
ten take  place  at  an  unexpe£led  moment,  when  the  hand 

of 
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oiP  po^er^  by  fraud  or  fitttery,  has  fccumi  evetf  avefade  of 
retreat^  and  the  miods  of  the  fnbjed  debafed  to  its  purpoiie^ 
that  it  beoomes  ci'ery  well^wiflier  to  hia  coontry^  while  it 
baa  any  remaios  of  freedom^  to  keep  an  eagle-eye  upon  eve- 
ry iilnovafion  and  ftretch  of  power,,  in  ihoie  thM  haire  the 
tuk  over  uft  A  reoent  inftatice  of  ibit  tve  have  in  the  late 
tevolotions  in  SwiJUn  |  by  which  the  prrnoe^  once  fubjeft 
to  the  laws  of  the  ftafe,  hasbeenaUeof  afiiddeii^  to  de- 
clare himfelf  an  abfblute  monarch.  The  Swedes  were  otic^ 
a  free,  martial  and  valiant  peoples  Their  minda  are  now 
fo  debafed,  that  they  even  rejoice  at  being  fubjeft  to  the' 
eapricfe  and  arbitrary  power  of  a  tyrant,  and  kifs  their 
chaiiia.  It  makes  us  (faudder  to  think,  the  Ute  meafures  of 
adminiftration  ttiay  be  f^roduSive  of  the  likecataftrdf^he; 
which  Heaven  feibtd  l-^^^-^Let  iss  cdnflder.  Brethren,  we 
are  ftniggling  for  our  beft  binh-righta  and  tnkerltanoe ; 
which,  being  infringed,  render  all  our  bleflSogs  precnrioua 
in  their  enjoyment,  and  coofecfaently  trilling  in  their  v«* 
hie^  Let  us  difappoint  the  men,  who  are  raifing  themfelvea 
on  the  ruin  of  this  country*  Let  us  covince  every  invader 
of  our  freedom,  that  we  will  be  as  fte  as  the  conftitution 
our  fathers  recognized,  will  juftify. 

The  foregoing  Report  was  twice  read  diitjoctly,  and  ameoded  In 
the  meeting.  And  then  the  question  wai  put,  Whctfu^  tketamt 
be  Mceeptedf    And  passed  in  the  affirmative,  Aem.  Con. 

• 

Attest. 

WILLIAM  COOPER,  Twn-Cteri. 

Upon  a  motion  made,  Foitd,  that  the  forcing  proOeed« 
ings  ht  attefled  by  the  ToMrsi^Cierk,  end  printed  in  a 
pamphlet  i  and  thsit  the  oonimiuee  be  defi^ed  io  difpofe  o£ 
Sm  H^Hulrtd  Copies  theraof  to  the  SeieA*inea  of  the  towno 

in 


in  the  province,  and  fuch  other  gmtlemen  as  they   (hall 
think  fit. 

VbSedg  that  the  Town-Clerk  be  direded  to  fign  the  ferego» 
ing  Letter,  and  forward  as  many  of  the  fame  to  the  Seled^ 
men  of  each  town  io  this  province,  as  the  coxhmittee  (htll 
judge  ptoper,  and  direft. 

A  true  do^f 
Attejt. 

William  Cooper,  Ttmn^Clerl. 
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APPENDIX: 

(No.  I.) 
TheMESSAGBOf  the  Town  of  Boston  to  the  GovBRMOt7<i* 

ft 

May  it  pleafe.your  Excellency, 

IHE  freeholders  and  otlier  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
BofloD,  legally  aflembleJ  in  Faneuil-Hall,  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency,  that  a  report  has  prevailed,  which 
they  have  reaion  to  apprehend  is  well-rounded,  that  fil- 
pends  are  affixed  to  the  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  fuperior 
Court  of  Judicature,  &c.  of  ihis  province,  whereby  they  are 
becotiie  independent  of  the  grants  of  the  General  Affembly 
for  their  fupport ;  contrary  to  ancient  and  invariable  ufage^ 
This  report  has  fpread  an  alarm  among  all  confiderate  per«» 
fons  who  have  heard  of  it  in  town  and  country ;  being 
viewed,  as  tending  rapidly  to  complete  the  fyftem  of  their 
(lavery;  which  originated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Great-Britain,  afluming  a  power  and  authority,  to  give  and 
grant  the  monies  of  the  colonifts  without  their  confent>and 
againft  their  repeated  remonftrances.  And,  as  the  judges 
hold  their  places  during  pleafurc,  this  eftablifhment  appears 
big  with  fatal  evils,  fo  obvious  that  it  is  needlefs  to  trefpafs 
on  3'our  Excellency's  time  in  mentioning  them. 

It  is  th'irefore  the  humble  and  earned  requeft  of  the  town^ 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  inform  them. 
Whether  you  have  received  any  fuch  advice,  relating  to  a 
matter  To  deeply  interefting  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, which  gives  you  afl'urance  that  fuch  an  efiablish-, 
^meut  has  been,  or  is  likely,  to  be  made. 

(  No.  11.) 
TheGoYERNouii's  Answer  to  the  foregoing  Message. 

Gentlemen, 
It  is  by  no  means  proper  for  me  to  lay  before  the  inhabit- 
ants of  any  town  whatfoever^  in  confequence  of  their  votes 
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aad' proceedings  in  a  Town*Meeting^'  any  part  of  my  cor- 
refpondence  as  Governour  of  the  Province,  or  to  acquaint 
them  whether  I  have,  or  have  not,  received  any  advices  re- 
lating to  the  public  affairs  of  the  Government.  This  rea- 
ibn  alone^  if  your  addrefs  to  me  had  been  in  other  refpects 
unexceptionable,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  reftrain  met 
from  complying  with  your  defire. 

I  (hall  always  be  ready  to  gratify  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  upon  every  regular  application  to  me  on 
bufinefs  of  public  concernment  to  the  town,  as  far  as  I  (hall 
have  il  in  my  power  confiflent  with  fidelity  lo  the  truft 
which  his  Majefty  has  repofed  in  me, 

T.  HUTCHINSON. 

Province-Houfe,  30  Oct.  177:1. 
To  ihe  inhabitants  of  the  town 

of  Bofton  in  Town-Meeting 

alTembled  at  FaneuiNHall. 

(  No.  in. ) 

The  Petition  of  the  Tomtn  to  ihe  Governouk. 
The  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  legally  aflembled  by  adjournment  in 
Faneuil-Hall,  on  Friday  Oftober  30,  1773, 
Humbly  shewetb^ 
That  your  petiiioners  are  ^i// greatly  alarmed  at  the  re- 
port which  has  been  prevalent  of  late,  viz.  That  ftipends 
are  affixed  to  the  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  fuperior  Court 
of  Judicature  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Crown,  for 
their  fupport 

Such  an  e(labli(hment  is  contrary,  not  only  to  the  plain 
and  obvious  fenfe  of  the  charter  of  this  province,  but  alfb 
to  fome  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  common  law  ; 
to  the  benefit  of  which,  all  Britifli  fubjeds,  wherever  dif. 
pcrfed  throughout  the  Britifli  Empire  are  indubitably  intU 
lied. 

Such 
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Such  a  jealoufy  havt  the  fubjeds  of  England  for  their 
rightly  liberties  and  privileges,  and  fo  tender  a  regard  has 
been  (faown  to  them  by  his  Majefty>  that  uotwithftanding 
the  provifioQ  made  at  the  revolution,  that  the  jadges  of  the 
King's  fuperior  courts  of  law  there,  fliould  bold  their  com^ 
ffniflSons,  not  at  pleafure,  but  during  good  behaviour,  and 
iince  that  time  for  their  fupport,  his  Majefly  among  olher 
the  firft  A&s  of  his  reign,  was  graciouHy  pleafed  to  recom- 
mend it  to  Parliament,  and  an  aSt  pafled,  that  their  com* 
miffions  (hould  not  ceafe  at  the  deipifc  of  the  King ;  where* 
by  every  thing  poflible  in  human  wifdom  feenis  to  have 
been  done,  to  eftablifli  an  impai:tiaUty  in  their  decifioix;, 
not  only  between  fubjed  and  fubjed,  but  between  the 
crown-  and  the  fubjc£)t.— -^Of  how  much  greater  import* 
ance  mud  it  be  to  preferve  from  the  lead  fuppofeable^biasciy 
the  Judges  of  a  Court  invefted  by  the  laws  of  this  province, 
(which  have  been  approved-K)f  by  Maj(*^y,)  with  powers  as 
full  and  ample  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  wbatfoever,  as 
the  courts  of  King's  Beneh,  Common  Pleas  and  E^^chequer, 
within  his  Majefly's  kingdom  of  ^uglapd^  have^  or  ou^ht  ta 
have  ? 

Your  Excellency  will  allow  your  petiiioners,  with  due 
fubmiilton,  to  repeat,  that  this  E^ftablifliment  appears  to  them 
pregnant  with  fuch  fatal  evils^  as  that  the  mod  jid^ni 
thought  of  its  taking  effeft,  fills  their  minds  with  Dread  and 
Horror. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  fentiments  and  apprehenfious  of  this 
metropolis:  exprefled,  however,  with  due  deference ^o  the 
fentiments  of  the  province,  with  which  your  Petitioners  lire 
anxioufly  folicitous  of  being  made  acquainted. 

It  is  therefore  their  earned  and  humble  rcqued,  that  your 
Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  ^Uow  the  General  AflTembly 
to  meet  at  the  time  to  which  it  now  d^nds  prorqgi^ed ;  in 
ord^r  that  in  that  Conflitutional  body,  with  whom  it  is  to 
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ia  quire  into  Grieyanoe?  ^nd  redrefs  tbem,  tbe|piat  wimooi 
of  the  provmce  may  be  employed^  in  deliberating  and  d^ 
lermioiQg  on  %  miitter  (b  ioiportant  ^nd  alarming. 


(No.  IV,) 

The  GQTBm«o0&^8  Answek  to  the  foregoing P£T1Tiok« 

Obmtuiicsn, 

The  royal  charter  referves  to  the  Govemour  full  power 
and  authority^  from  time  to  time,  as  he  (ball  judge  necef- 
'lary,  to  adjourn^  prorogue,  and  diflblve  the  General  AStm*^ 
Wy. 

In  the  eiercife  of  this  power,  both  as  to  time  and  place^ 
I  have  always  been  go  vented  by  a  regard  to  his  Majefly's 
fervice  and  to  the  intoreft  of  the  province. 

It  did  not  appear  to  me  necefls^ry  for  thofe  purpofes  that 
the  Aflembly  (hould  meet  at  the  time  to  which  it  now  ftands 
prorogued }  and,  before  I  was  informed  of  your  addrefs,  I 
^ad  determined  to  prorogue  it  for  a  further  time. 

The  reafons  which  you  have  advanced  have  not  altered 
my  op'mion. 

If,  notwithftanding,  in  compliance  witb  your  petition,  I 
Ihould  alter  my  determinatioi^  and  meet  the  Affembly,  con* 
trary  to  my  own  judgement,  at  fucb  time  as  you  judge  ne- 
-  iDt0ary,  I  (hould,  in  efied,  yield  to  you  the  exercife  of  that 
part  of  the  prenigatjve,  and  (hould  be  unable  to  juilify  my 
conduft  to  the  King, 

There  would,  moreover,  be  danger  of  encouraging  the 
inhabitants  of  the  other  towns  in  the  province  to  aflemble, 
Ivom  time  lo  time,  in  order  to  confider  of  the  neceflity  or 
expediency  of  a  fcfiion  of  the  General.  Aflembly,  or  to  dev 
bate  and  tranlad  other  matters  which  the  law  that  author 
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meeting. 

T.  HUTCHINSON. 

Province- Houfe,  Nov.  2.  i?/^' 
To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Bofton  in  Town- Meeting 
aflemblcd  at  FaneuiUHall. 

lliis  reply  having  been  read  fevcral  times  and  duly  confi- 
dered  ;  it  was  moved,  and  the  queftion  accordingly  put — 
Whether  the  fame  be  fatisfaftory  lo  the  town,  which  paf- 
ifcd  in  the  Negative,  Nem,  Con. 

And  thereupon  RESOLVED,  as  the  opinion  of  the  inha- 
bitants  of  this  town,  that  they  have,  ever  had,  and  ought 
to  have,  a  right  lo  petition  the  King  or  his  rcprefen tali vc 
for  the  rcdrefs  of  fuch  grievances  as  they  feci,  or  for  prevent- 
ing of  fuch  as  they  have  reafon  to  apprehend  ;  and  to  com- 
itiunicate  their  fentiments  to  other  Towns.  ^ 

William  Cooper,  Town^C/erk.* 


•  I  have  here  reprinted  this  Account  of  thePiocccdingsoftbe  Towr- 
Meetingof  Bo&ton,  becau^^c  it  appears  to  mc  to  contain  the  rullcst 
af)d  most  able  statement  of  the  grievances  and  the  claims  of  ihc  Bi  i- 
tish  Colonies  in  North- America,  before  the  unhappy  waj-  which  end- 
ed io  the  separation  of  them  from  the  Mother-Countrv,  that  I  have 
ever  seen.  As  to  the  arguments  that  we»c  used  for  and  against  those 
claims  in  the  years  immediately  preceeding  th^t  war,  hv  the  writcis 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  the  reader  may  see  them  full  v  and  fiiirij 
stated  and  examined  in  the  ftrst  volume  of  the  Canadian  iFreeholder. 
And  a  true  history  of  the  passing  of  the  stami>-act  In  March,  !7(>>, 
duiing  the  mivistry  of  Mr.  George  Gicnvillc,  and  of  the  repeal  of  it 
in  the  following  soring  of  1766,  m  the  ministry  of  the  Marquis  of 
Kockingham,  Mr.  Dowr^esweli,  and  General  Conway,  with  a  full  and 
clear  exhibition  of  the  strong  reasons  of  prudence  and  equity  upon 
yrbich  that  repeal  was  pounded,  may  be  seen  in  the  ])rinted  copy  (»f 
an  excellent  speech  of  die  late  Mr.Kdmund  Burke,  deiivcred  in  thfe 
House  of  Commons  on  fte  IQth  of  April,  1774,  which  has  been  lately 
repubiisbed  with  his  other  worki».  It  is  a  ma!»ter-picce  of  truth  and 
eloquence.  1«\  ^j. 
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'  AN  ACCOUNT 

OF  TUB 

NOBLESSE,  OR  GENTRY,  IN  CANADA, 

# 

IN    THE    YEAR    1775. 


THERE  are  only  twenty-lwo  names  of  noble  ramilics  iu 
jbII  Canada ;  therefore,  if  we  allow  five  perfons  lo  a  namej 
there  are  about  one  hundred  noble  perfons  in  Canada,  men^ 
U'oaicn,  and  children. 

This  ^oblejje  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  landed  properly 
of  the  country  in  confequeuce  of  their  nobility*  Some  of 
them,  indeed,  have  feigniories;  but  others  of  them  are  ex- 
ceeding poor,  not  having  iooL  fterling,  fome  not  30/.  a» 
year,  to  maintain  themfelves  and  their  families^  either  in 
land  or  other  property • 

Thofe  of  them  who  are  tolerably  rieh,  live  Jn  the  towns  of 
Quebeck  and  Montreal  all  the  year,  except,  perhaps,  a 
month,  or  lefs,  when  they  vifit  their  fcigniories  to  collect 
fheir  rents  and  dues.  They  were  ufed  to  pay  court  to  the 
Governour  and  Intendant,  and  other  officers  of  the  Crown^ 
in  the  time  of  the  French  Government,  and  never  to  try  to 
make  an  interell  with  the  people.  And,  accordingly^^  they 
have  very  little  intereft  with  the  people,  by  whom  they  ar^ 
rather  hated,  (and  formerly  were  feared  J  than  loved  or  re^- 
fpeSed. 

The  nobles  hitherto  fpoken-of  are  i\\tt  hereditary,  nobility. 
There  were  in  old  France,  in  the  year  1740,  no  lefs  than  fifty 
thoufand  of  thofe  noble  families,  according  to  the  account 
given  of  them  by  that  mod  faithful  of  all  French  writers  of 
biftory,  the jibb^de  Saint  Pierr^j  in  h\s  Political j^nnafs.  It  i$ 
eafy  to  fee  that  many  of  tbefe  noble  perfons  mud  be  totally 
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without  property.  This  nobility  defcends  to  til  the  male 
pofierity  of  the  perfons  ennobled^  from  generation  to  genera* 
tion,  ad  infinitum^  to  younger  foQS  of  younger  fona  of  younger 
font*.  This  caufes  the  number  of  thefe  noble  perfons  to  be 
lb  enormoufly  great. 

Perfons  become  noble  in  thia  complete,  or  hereditary, 
manner,  either  by  letters  patent  of  the  King  of  France^ 
creating  them  fo,  though  without  a  title,  (for  a  title  is  not 
neceflary  to  make  a  man  noble,)  or  by  ezercifing  certain 
lonoiA-able  offices  in  the  ftate.  For  example,  the  family  of 
every  member  of  a  parliament  in  France,  or  of  any  other 
sovereign  court  of  juftice,  (that  is,  court  of  juftice  to  which 
appeals  lie  from  inferiour  courts,  and  from  which  no  appeals 
Tie  to  any  higher  court,  except  to  the  King  himfelf  in  his 
council  of  ftate,)  who  dies  in  his  offioe,  or  who  holds  it 
for  twenty  years,  and  then  refigns  it,  is  thereby  ennobled. 
So  is  the  family  of  every  General  Officer  of  the  army  who 
dies  in  his  employment,  or  holds  it  for  a  certain  number 
of  years.  So  is  the  family  of  a  Captain  in  the  army  who  has 
icrved  ten  years  in  it,  andwhofe  father  and  grand-father  have 
alfo  ferved,  each  of  them,  ten  years  in  it  in  the  fame  rank. 

Befides  this  hereditary  nobility,  there  are  many  nobIei| 
for  life  A  Captain  in  the  army  who  has  ferved  in  that 
commiflion,  (or,  I  believe,  in  that  commiffion  together  with 
the  inferiour  commiffions  of  Enfign  and  Lieutenant,)  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  is  thereby  ennobled  for  his  life, 
though  his  father  was  not  an  officer,  nor  noble  in  any 
degree. 

Of  this  latter  foft  of  nobles  ther^  are  feveral  in  Canada. 
General  Carleton,  in  a  letter  to  X^ord  Shelburne  in  the  year 
1767,  reckons-up  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons, 
who  had  commands  either  in  the  French  army  or  the  militia 
<if  Canada,  or  civil  employments,  or  grants  from  the  French 
laxtfL  of  e^dufive  rights  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  paiticular 
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timding-posts^  or  fonie  other  advantages  under  the  French, 
government,  which  they  had  loft  by  the  change  of  govern- 
snent.  But  this  lofs  did  not  follow  from  their  being  Roman- 
catholicks;  for,  if  they  had  been  proteflants,  they  mud  have 
loft  thefe  advantages  equally 9  as  moft  of  the  pUces  they  held 
have  no  exiftence  under  the  Englifh  government,  and  the  few 
places,  or  offices,  that  continue  under  the  newgoverDmenr, 
are  fuch  as  they  are  not  perfonally  qualified  to  difcharge, 
ifaottgh  they  (hould  be  proteftaa  ts,  fuch  as  the  offices  of 
judges,  colle^or  and  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms,  receiver- 
general  of  the  revenue,  &c. 

.  Thefe  people,  thereforef,  cannot  be  gratified  by  only  tak- 
ing-away  the  difaliUitiea  arifing  from  their  being  Boman- 
catholicks,  nor  without  creating  new  places,  or  employ- 
ments, civil  and  military,  to  beftow  upon  them ;  which 
would  be  not  only  unreafonably  expenfive  to  Great -Britain, 
hilt  alfo  dangerous;  and  all  their  complaints  againft  the 
£nglifii  laws,  on  account  of  the  difabilities  they  impofis  on 
Boman-catbolicks,  are  at  the  bottom  only  begging  letters. 
Among  Ihefe  one  hundred  and  twenty  difcontented  perfons^ 
there  art  fome  who  are  of  noble  families,  fo  as  to  tranfmit  the 
nobility  totheir  children;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  only 
noble  for  life  by  their  employments,  and  fome  of  them  not 
noble  at  all,  either  becaufe  they  hyenot  held  their  employf 
menia  long  enough  to  make  them  io^  or  becaufe  their  em- 
ploymenta  were  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  confer  nobility^ 
-of  any  kind,  on  the  perfons  who  held  them.  Yei  theft 
one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons  are  the  principal  pcrfops 
-who  ha5i^  coiBplamed  of  the  EngUfli  laws,  and  been  tht 
cauCe  of  the  late  a&  of  parliament*.    I'he  reft  of  the  one 


*  This  act  was  passed!  on  the  lOth  of  June,  1774,  aod  is  entitled 
•*  An  AH  for  mtJcing  m^re  rffuctmi  Providian  fpr  iht  Q^veyumcMt  ^' 
tit  Province  of2uebcc  in  HjrtkAmmca^"^ 
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bundred  and  twenty  thoufand^  or,  according  to  General 
Carleton's  ellimation  of  them,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand,  inbabitantsof  Canada,  were  very  well  pleafed  with  the 
change  of  government,  and  have  often  acknowledged  that 
they  were  happier  under  the  Englifli  government  than  they 
had  ever  been  before. 

In  France  it  is  a  privilege  of  the  nobility  to  be  exempted 
from  paying  a  certain  land-tax,  which  is  called  the  taiU^ 
fersonnelle  :  but  there  was  no  fucb  tax  in  Canada  under  the 
French  government. 

It  is  another  privilege  of  the  nobles,  that  they  alone  can 
enjoy  the  rights  of  Judicature,  {les  droits  debaute^  moyenne^ 
et  bajfd  jujlice^j  which  may  have  been  annexed,  by  the 
French  king's  grants,  to  any  feigniories^  or  larg<$  trads  of 
land,  held  of  the  crown  by  the  tenure  of  doing  fealty  and 
homage,  {foi  et  bommagiy)  of  which  they  may  happen  to 
be  poflefled*  If  a  man  that  was  not  noble  purchafed  one  of 
thefe  feigniories,  he  might  enjoy  all  the  pecuniary  rights  be- 
longing to  it,  fuch  as  the  mill-tolls  due  from  the  freehold  te*> 
nants,  and  the  fines  for  alienation ;  but  he  could  not^  without 
the  French  king's  licence,  exercile  the  rights  of  judicature 
belonging  to  it.  However,  this  was  a  matter  of  fmall  confe- 
quence  with  rcfpe£t  to  Canada,  becaufe,  in  that  countr}', 
fcarce  any  of  the  owner%of  feigniories  exercifed  thefe  rights 
of  judicature  in  the  time  of  the  French  government,  though 
they  were  ufually  mentioned  in  the  grants  of  their  feigniories. 
But  the  expenfe  attending  the  exercifeof  thefe  rights  of  judicar 
ture,  (fuch  as  keeping  a  prifon,  with  a  fteward,  or  judge  of  the 
court,  a  feigniorial,  or  fifcal,  attorney,  and  a  regifter  of  the 
court,)  was  too  great  for  them.  And  further,  their  right  of 
holding  thefe  courts  was  fo  checked  and  controuled  by  the 
king  of  France's  edids^  and  the  provincial  regulations  upon 
tb^t  fubjefti  that  it  woul^i  have  been  but  a  fort  of  ornamen* 
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till  right,  or  feather  in  the  cap^  of  thofe  who  fiiouid  iisivvi 
Beld  them,  rather  than  a  real  and  fubfiantial  degree  of  poweir 
in  them.  I  believe  there  was  not  one  fingle  lay  feignior 
in  all  Canada  before  the  late  conqiieft,  that  excrcifed  thefe 
rights  of  judicature  ;  but  certainly,  if  there  were  any,  they 
were  exceeding  few  :  and  none  of  them  have  been  exercifed 
£nce  the  conqiiefti 

The  French  owners  df  reignibries  fom^tttncS  talk  of  the 
hardfhip  of  not  being  permitted  to  exerciPe  their  feigniorial 
jurifdi£lions  under  the  Englifli  government.  There  may^ 
perhaps,  be  fome  little  injuflice  iii  it,  becaufe  it  is  a  fort  oi' 
Appendage  to  their  landed  property,  which  has  been  granted 
to  them  without  referve  by  the  capitulation  and  the  treaty  of 
peace ;  yet  this  is  doubtful-  But  it  is  certain  there  is  no 
bard/bip  ih  it  at  all ;  for,  if  they  could  exercife  them^  they 
Would  not  do  fo,  for  the  reafons  above-mentidned.  Their 
view  in  making  thefe  complaints  is  to  Induce  the  Govem- 
flnent  to  buy  thefe  jurifdidions  up,  as  they  have  heard  iht 
parliament  did  in,  the  year  1747,  with  refpe6t  to  the  Scotcb. 
heritable  jurifdi6tions.  But  thefe  complaints  come  with 
an  ill  grace  from  fucb  of  the  French  feigniors  as  are  not 
noble,  (which  is  the  cafe  with  many  of  them,)  iince  they 
had  no  right  to  exercife  thefe  jurifdidions  under  the  French 
government. 

Many  of  the  nobles  have  no  feigniories  at  all,  nor  any 
6ther  landed  property.  There  are  fcarce  ariy  people  in  Ca- 
nada that  have  patrimotiial  fortunes  to  any  confiderable 
amount.  Thefew  rich  men  amongft  theFrench  there  have  ac- 
quired their  own  fortunes  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  France^ 
that  is,mo(l  probably,  by  cheating  the  king  andopprefling  the 
people :  for  the  pay  of  the  French  military  officers  is  but 
about  a  third  part  of  the  pay  of  our  officers,  and  the  pay  ol 
their  judges  and  other  civil  officers  is  low  in  proportion^  (% 
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that  it  is  hard}y  pofliblc  for  them  to  live  upon  their  hwfut 
falaricd,  much  lefe  to  iavc  tbrtunes  out  of  tliem  :  and  there 
forei  whenever  peribns  in  thofe  fituations  grow  rich,  one  may 
pretty  faftly  conclude  that  they  have  been  great  rogues,  and 
have  either  cheated  the  king,  or  opprefled  the  people^  to  a 
great  degree. 

Many  of  the  nobles  of  Canada  retired  to  Old  France  after 
the  peace ;  almoft  all  that  could  afford  it  conveniently  :  and 
it  would  have  been  happy  for  the  province  if  the  reft  had 
followed  them.  This  is  not  only  the  opinion  of  many 
£ngli(hmcn,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  province  of  Que- 
beck,  but  alio  that  of  the  Abb^  Raynal,  in  his  account  of 
the  £un>pean  feitlcments  in  the  £aft  and  Weft  Indies.  His 
words  arethefe,  in  fpeakingof  the  fuccefs  of  theBritifli  arms 
in  the  late  war.  ^'  Uacqutfition  iVun  ierritoire  immenft 
**  7i'e/l  pas  toutesfois  le  plus  grand  fruit  que  la  Grande 
Bretagne  doU  retirer  de  la  profpcriU  de  fes  armes.  La  po^ 
pulation  confidisrable  qi^eUejf  a  trouvie  eji  un  avantitge 
bien  plus  important.  A  la  vt'riti  quelques  uns  de  ces 
'*  nombreux  liabitants  ont  fui  uru  domination  nouvelle  qui 
"  n'admettoit  cntre  Us  hommes  d* autre  dijj^^rence  que  celU 
'^  des  qualit^s  perfonmlleSy  de  T  education,  deTaisance,  dt 
"  la  Jaculti  d'etre  utile  a  la  fociete,  Mais  V emigration 
**  de  ces  etres  miprifaltes  dont  Vimportance  n*avoit  pour  bast 
*^  que  Us  coutumes  barb  ares  ^  at-elU  dd  itre  regardie  comme 
'*  une  calamiteP  La  colonic  n'auroit-eUc  pas  beaucoup 
^'  gognt  h  Hre  dibarrajke  de  touts  ces  nobles  oififs  qui  la 
<'  furcbargeoient  depuisji  long  temps y  de  ces  nobles  orgueilleux 
^*  qui  J  entretenoient  U  mepris  de  touts  Us  travaux  P'* 

There  are  in  Canada  a  few  knights  of  the  order  of  St.^ 
Lewis.  Tbefe  are  officers  who  ferved  in  the  French  army  ia 
the  late  war,  and  who  obtained  this  knight-hood  as  a  rewardt 
either  of  their  valour  on  fome  fignal  occafion^  or  of  theif 
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l9ng  fervice,  (tirenty  years'  fervice  beiog  reckoned  fuffickm 
to  give  a  man  a  lort  of  right  to  this  order,)  or  perhaps  hf 
mere  favour.  Thefc  people  arc,  for  the  moft  part,  very 
poor  and  very  proud*  1  heir  honour  is  not  hereditary  :  and 
there  are  not  many  of  them  in  the  province  ;  I  believei  col 
more  than  a  dozen; 
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1q  the  Printer  of  ike  Public  AvyERTisxif, 


SIR,  feL  J5,  1796, 

HEREWITH  I  fend  you  a  tranffation  of  a  long  note  in 
the  account  lately  publiflieJ  by  the  Count  ofLally  Tolen- 
DAHL,  a  very  eminent  Member  of  the  National  AflTemMy 
of  France,  of  his  conduft  in  that  capacity,  and  of  his  reafons^ 
for  refigning  hrs  feat  in  that  affembiy  in  October  Lift,  when 
the  King  ot  France  was  forcibly  taken  from  Verfailles  by  the 
democratic  party  now  prevailing  in  France,  and  was  carried 
to  Paris.     This  gentleman  was  adeputy  of  the  nobility  of  the 
diftriftof  Dourdans,  and  feemsto  be  a  verv  finccre  lover  of 
his  country,  and  of  a  moderate  and  weM-regiilated  fyftem  of 
liberty,  as  wellastobeamanof  greatabilities,  and  vcryexten- 
five  information  on  political  fubjefls.     His  work  is  exceed- 
ingly curious,  and  very  worthy  of  the  pcrufal  of  every  perfon 
whohas  any  defire  of  being  informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  National  AflTembly;  and  it  feems  tome  to  prove,  that 
the  account  given  of  the  late  proceedings  in  France  by  Mr. 
Burke,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  few  days*  ago,  is  agree- 
able to  the  truth  ;  a  highly  democratical  fpirit  does  prevail 
there,  and  the  Members  of  the  National  Affemblv  are  over- 
awed  by  it,  and  dare  not  a6^  in  oppofition  to  it ;   and  too 
manya£ls  of  a  bloody ^  ferocious ^  and  tyrannicnl  nature^  have 
been  committed  by  the  common  people  againft  the  Nobility, 
or  rather,  Gentry,  of  the  country,  in  many  different  pro- 
vinces of  ihc  kingdom.     Some  of  the  moft  remarkable  of 
thefe  aSs  are  fpecified  in  the  note  of  which  I  herewith  fend 
you  a  trauflation,  the  infertion  of  which,   in  your  ufeful 

•  On  the  9th  of  February,  1790. 
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paper^  may  not  only  ferve  as  a  vindication  of  Mr.  feurkeV 

aflcrtioD)  but  will  convey  ,fome  important  and  entertaining 

inrormation  on  this  interefting  fubjcd  to  your  numerous 

readers. 

tai»9  Sir^ 

Yout  humble  fervant^ 

VERUS: 


F.'M- 


Tranjlatioh  of  a  Note  in  the  Letter  of  the  Count  ofLkLLY 
ToLENDAHL,  a  late  Repreftniatwe  if  the  ffobiliiy  in  the 
PrencA  National  Assembly^  to  his  Constituents  in 
the  Bailiwick  of  Dourdans,  giving  an  Account  of  his 
Condud  in  tlu  faid  National  Aflembly,  and  the  Reafont 
that  induced  him  to  re/ign  his  Seat  in  it,  in  the  Month  of 
OSober,   1789. 

The  Count  of  Mirabeau^  at  that  time,  threw-o\it  a  cen« 
fure  upon  me  for  having  reprefcnted,  (as  he  expreffed  it)  **  a 
few  irregular  and  unfortunate  proceedings  that  had  lately 
happened,*  asbeing  great  and  horrible  calamities,  and^^  a  few 
fteps  that  had  been  taken  as  neceffary  precautions  in  the  then 
unfettled  Jlate  of  our  country,  from  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  intentions  of  the  Court,**  as  being  aSs  of  inhuman 
ferocity. 

This  accufation,  it  behoves  me  to  refute ;  and  I,  therefore, 
appeal  to  any  impartial  perfons  to  be  informed,  whether,  in 
their  opinion,  '*  the  deftroying  of  houfes,  and  laying- wafte  of 
lands,  and  the  murdering  innocent  and  helplefs  perfons  in 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom,without  the  fmalleft  provocation  i 
— as,  for  iuftance,  the  de(lru6lion,  burning,  or  plundering  of 
no  fewer  than  thirty-fix  gentlemen's  feats,  (of  which  I  had 
a  lift  in  my  hand  at  the  time  I  iifed  the  words  obje6ied  to 
me)  in  only  a  fingle  province  of  the  kingdom^"  might  not 
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jofily  be  confidcred  as  public  and  dreadful  calamUiuy  in« 
fiead  of  beiDg  trealed  aa  trifling  and  excufable  imgulariius, 
as  Monfieur  dc  Miraboau  is  pleafed  to  call  thenu 

And,  as  to  the  othec  affcs  of  violence  which  Monfieur  de 
Mirabeau  choofes  to  confider  9>,%neceffary  or  prudential  mea* 
fureSi  arifing  from  a  want  of  cmfidence  in  tbe  intentions  of 
tbe  Court ;  thefe,  alfo,  I  prcfunie,  ought  rather  to  be  called 
by  the  name  that  I  have  given  them^  of  a&s  of  inhuman 
J'erocitjy  or  I  know  not  what  can  ever  deferve  to  be  fo  en* 
titled.    Some  of  ibefe  ads  are  as  follows ;  to  wit»  in  the 
firfi  place,  in  ihe  Province  of  Languedoc^  Monfieur  de  Bar^ 
ras  was  cut  to  pieces  by  the  mob  in  the  prefenceof  his  wife^ 
who  was  big  with  child,  and  ready  to  lie-in,  and  who  died 
afterwards  of  tbe  (hock  it  gave  her  : — ddly,  In  tbe  city  of 
Mans,  Monf.  de  Montejffon  was  (hot  to  death,  after  having 
been  a  TpeAator  of  the  cutting  of  his  father-in-law's  throat 
— Sdly,  In  Normandy,  a  poor,  helplefs,  old  man,  who  was  a 
cripple  with  the  palfy,  was  put  upon  a  |>ile  of  faggots,  which 
were  fet  on  fire  under  him,  and  was  afterwards  left  by  hia 
tormentors  in  that  condition,  and  then  removed  from  it  hj 
his  friends,  after  his  hands  had  been  bumt-off: — ^and,  4thly^ 
in  the  fame  province  of  Normandy,  a  nobleman's  land« 
(leward  had  his  feet  burnt  by  the  people,  in  order  to  force 
him  to  deliver-up  his  m^fter's  title-deeds ; — and,  Sthly,  in 
the  fame  province,  the  unhappy  Monsieur  de  Balzunce^  (who 
had,  with  a  generous  and  noble  confidence,  put  himself 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  who  came  to  attack  him,  in* 
flead  of  endeavouring  to  efcape  from  them,)  was  neverthe- 
Icfs  put  to  death  by  them  with  ib  much  eagemefs  and  im« 
patience,  that,  in  (hooting  at  him  in  oppo(ite  dire6lions  at 
the  famo  time,  his  murderers  killed  fome  of  themfelves  >^ 
and^  6thly,  in  the  province  of  Franche-Comt^,  Madame  de 
BattUly  was  compelled  by  threats  of  tnftant  death,  and  with 
a  hatchet  held  over  her  bead,  to  give-up  her  title-deeds,  and 
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f  vcn  her  land  :-»an(],  yihly,  in  the  fame  province,  Madame  Ji 
lAJlenay  was  forced  to  make  the  fame  furrender  of  her  pro* 
perty,  with  a  halter  round  her  neck,  and  her  two  daughters 
lying  near  ber  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility,  having  fainted* 
away  with  terror  at  the  fight  :•— and,  8thly,  the  very  refpeft- 
able  Marquis   of  Ormenan^  an  old  gentleman,  trembling 
with  the  palfy,  was  forced  to  fly  from  his  country-feat  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  to  avoid  being  murdered  by  the 
mob,  and  was  afterwards  purfued  by  them  from  town  to 
town,  till  he  got  out  of  the  province,  and  arrived  at  Bq/le, 
in  Switzerland,  almoft  dead  with  fatigue  and  terror,  with 
his  daughters,  who  had  accompanied  him,  and  reduced  to 
a  ftate  of  defpair: — and,  Qthly,  the  Ccuni  ofMontefu  and  his 
wife,  were  kept  by  the  mob  in  a  (late  of  continual  terror, 
with  piflols  held  to  thcif  breads,  for  three  hours  together, 
(during  which  time  they  defired  the  people,  as  a  favour,  to 
put  them  to  death  without  delay,)   and  were  at  laft  dragged 
out  of  their  carriage  in  order  to  be  thrown  into  a  pond  and 
drowned,  when  they  were  faved  by  the  interpofition  of  a 
regiment  of  foldiers,  who  happened  to  come«>by  at  that  in- 
ftant: — and,  lothly,  the  fjron  of  Mont  Jftjlin  was  taken 
by  a  mob,  and  kept  in  a  ftate  of  continual  terror  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  inftant  death,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  and 
a  half,  by  being  held  on  the  top  of  a  well,  while  they  delibe- 
rated, in  his  hearing,  whether  they  (hould  put  him  to  death 
by  letting  him  drop  into  the  well,  (where  he  would  have 
beendrowned,)  or  (hould  deftroy  him  in  fomeother  manner:— r- 
and,  iithly.  Count  Lallemand  and  the  Duchefs  of  Ton^ 
nerre  were  treated  with  great  cruelty;  and  the  Chevalier 
d'Amlfli  was  taken  by  force  from  his  country-houfe,  and 
barbaroufly  dragged,  naked,  along  the  village  that  belonged 
to  him,  and  then  thrown  upon  a  dunghill,  after  having 
bsd  his  eye-brows,  and  the  hair  of  his  head,   plucked-out 
by  the  roots,  while  the  people  who  were  fpe£ta tors  of  this 
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druelty,  annifed  tlictnlclvcs  with  dancing  round  him  i  be- 
fldes  a  number  of  the  Hke  cruel  outrages,  committed  in  the? 
provinces  of  jilface  and  Dauphinyy  and  the  city  of  Troyes  in 
Cbampagne^  and  alfo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  almoft 
within  fight  of  the  National  Aflembly.  This  is  a  (hort  ac- 
count of  the  a6lions  which  the  Count  it  Mirabeau  has 
called  neceffary  precautions,  arifing  from  a  want  of  confi-' 
dence,  and  which  he  cenfures  me  for  having  unjuftly  mif- 
rcprefentcd  as  adis  of  inhuman  ferocity.  I  leave  the  reader 
to  determine  which  of  us  has  denoted  them  by  the  more 
proper  appellation. 

And,  upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  forbear  afking  thofe 
gentlemen  who  talk  of  the  want  of  confidence  in  the  intm-^ 
tionsoftbe  Court,  and  the  Nobility,  as  having  been  the 
motive  that  urged  the  people  to  commit  thefe  afts  of  vio- 
lence, as  prudential  meafures  neceflarj^  to  their  own  fafety  ; 
-»— I  fay,  I  muft  aflc  thefe  gentlemen,  who  it  was  that  infpired 
the  people  with  this  want  of  confidence^  and  thereby  be- 
<!3me  the  firft  authors  of  the  mifchiefs  it  occafioned  ^ 
Who  Was  it  that  encouraged  the  people  to  rife  in  a  feditious 
manner,  both  in  the  open  countries,  and  great  towns  of  the 
kingdom  ?— '•Who  was  it  that  wrote  letters  to  the  people  at 
Vt/bul,  to  inform  them  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  No- 
bility, who  hdd  been  fcnt  to  the  National  Aflembly,  had 
formed  a  plot  to  blow-  up  with  gunpowder  the  great  rooiti 
in  which  the  Aflembly  met,  at  a  time  when  only  the  repre- 
fentatives of  the  Third  Eftate,  or  Commonalty,  were  affem- 
bled  in  it  ? — Who  was  it  that  perfuaded  the  peafantry  of 
the  province  of  Franc be-Comte,  that  the  Nobility  were' 
the  King's  enemies  ?  Who  was  it  that  forged  thofe  pretend- 
ed orders  from  the  King  to  authorize  and  encourage  the  com-^ 
mon  people  to  fall  upon  the  Nobility,  or  Gentry,  where* 
ever  they  met  them,  and  to  demolifli  and  lay-wade  theif 
houfes  and  pofleffions  ?     Why  was  that  moft  diabolical  lie 
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winch  was  rpread-about  againft  Monfn  de  Mejmay,  *^  of 
his  having  caufed  a  great  number  of  the  common  people  to 
be  invited  into  a  room  in  his  houfe^  that  had  been  under* 
mined  with  gunpowder,  in  order  that  they  (hould  then  be  all 
blown-up  at  once;"  and  which  for  a  confiderable  time  excited 
againft  him,  in  the  minds  of  all  the  wQrId,  the  indignation  and 
horror  that  fuch  an  a6lion  ought  to  produce ;  I  fay,  why 
was  this  moft  abominable  calumnv,  when  it  was  difcovered 
to  be  but  a  calumny,  fuffered  by  the  National  Aflembly  to 
die-away  in  (iloice  and  neglefi  ;  inftead  of  being  lifted  to 
the  bottom,  in  order  to  find-out  and  punifh  the  villains  who 
had  invented  it,  againft  whom  all  the  indignation,  that  had 
before  been  felt  againft  Monf.  de  Mejmay^  ought  then  to 
have  been  direded  ?  And  have  I  not  reafon  to  complain, 
that,  wh^n  I  have  expreflfed,  in  the  National  Aflembly,  the 
indignation  and  horror  with  which  both  the  commiflion  of 
fo  many  horrid  crimes,  and  the  impunity  that  attended 
them,  had  filled  me,  my  fentiments  fliould  be  confidered, 
at  fome  times,  as  a  mark  of  a  weak  and  effeminate  fpirlt, 
and,  at  others,  as  an  indication  of  luke-warmness  in  the 
caufe  of  Liberty? — ^They  little  know  the  temper  of  my  mind 
who  put  thefe  interpretations  on  my  conduct.  No  man  is 
more  inflamed  with  zeal  for  that  nobleft  of  all  caufes  in 
which  men  of  (pirit  can  be  engaged,  than  I  am  :  No  man 
can  more  admire  the  heroic  condu£t  of  the  Englifli  North- 
Americans,  in  their  late  refiftance  to  the  endeavours  of 
Great-Britain  to  enflave  them,  or  that  of  the  Dutch,  of  the 
century  before  laft,  when  they  freed  themfelves  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  King  of  Spain,  than  I  do :  No  man  can  more 
fympathize  with  both  thofe  nations  in  the  various  events  of 
thofctwonoble  ftrugglesforLiberty,  nor  more  finccrely  rejoice 
at  the  final  happy  fuccefs  of  them.  But  to  fee  downright 
robberies  juftified  by  quibbling  pretenders  to  reafon  !  to  fee 
the  poor  peafants  excited  to  go-about  and  burn  honeft  men's 
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boufes,  by  a  fet  of  rogues,  that  forge  preteodcd  orders 
from  their  Sovereign  for  To  doing !  to  fee  aflfaflinations  of 
Ihe  Nobility  encouraged  by  declaiming  orators,  that  fet-up 
for  the  patrons  of  Liberty !  and  this,  when  the  Nobility  made 
no  oppofition  to  the  meafures  which  the  pubiick  welfare 
made  neceflary ;— when  they  confented  to  every  propofal ; — 
when  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  oppofe  any  thing ; — 
when  a  confiderable  part  of  them  had  sealoufly  embraced 
the  interefts  and  dcGgns  of  the  commonalty,  and  all  of  them 
had  agreed  to  give-up  their  exemption  from  taxes,  and 
other  pecuniary,  or  profitable,  privileges,  and  would  have 
been  contented  with  retaining  only  their  honorary  diftiuc- 
tions  ! — ^To  fee  fuch  things  done  and  encouraged,  and  not  to 
be  fhocked  and  difgufted,  and  difpiriled^  at  the  fight,  is,  I 
confefs,  above  my  pitch  of  firmnefs,  and,  as  I  fuppofe^ 
above  that  of  any  other  man,  who  is  not  totally  diveftcd  of 
every  fentiment  of  juflice  and  humanity. 

Bnd  of  the  Translation  of  the  Note,  in  Count  Lally*s  Lcttcu 


It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that,  after  thefe  atrocious  ac- 
tions had  been  committed  in  France  and  were  well  known  in 
England,  that  eminent  member  of  the  Englifli  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  late  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox,  did  not  join 
with  Mr.  Burke,  (his  former  great  aflbciate  in  politicks,)  in 
■expreffing  a  proper  deteQation  of  them  and  of  ihe  wild  and 
extravagant  Revolution  in  the  French  Government  to  which 
they  were  intended  to  be  fubfervient.  If  he,  and  all  his 
numerous  partizans,  (who  were  in  the  habit  of  adopting 
his  opinions  upon  political  fubje&s,)  had  confidered  that 
dreadful  event  in  the  true  light  in  which  it  had  been 
reprefenled  by  Mr.  Burke,  as  being,  from  the  very  begin- 
ning. 
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oingi  a  fyftem  of  Bobbery  tnd  Murder  direfted  agaioft  the 
owners  of  Landed  property  in  France^  bolh  of  the  Clergy 
and  the  Laity,  which  threatened  to  over-throw  the  mod 
powerful    and  beft-eftabli(hed  monarchy  in  Europe,    and 
ultimately  to  deilroy  every  trace  of  the  people's   fonner 
liberties  and   Privileges^   and  reduce  thenoi  to  a  Hate  of 
complete  flavery  under  the  abfolute  and  arbitrary  rule  of 
fome  upftart  Military  Defpot  (which  is  the  (late  in  which  , 
we  now  behold  them,)  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  a 
declaration  made  by  him  and  his  friends,  in  their  fpeeches 
in  parliament,  of  fuch  a  difapprobation  of  the  violent  mca- 
fures  of  the  firft  National  Aflembly  of  France  and  of  the 
riotous  mobs  of  Paris  in  fupport  of  them,  would  have 
checked  them  in  their  career  of  Injuftice  and  Folly,  or,  at 
lead,  would  have  prevented  their  falling  into  the  miftaken 
opinion  that  the  great  body  of  the  Englifh  Nation  were  full 
of  Admiration  of  the  new  and  bold  changes  which  they 
bad  made  in  their  Government,  and  were  wilhing   and 
preparing   to    imitate  their  noble  example,  by    making 
fimilar  changes  in  the  Government  of  England.  But,  inftead 
of  joining  with  Mr.  Burke  in  this  prudent  and  patriotick 
condud,    Mr.  Fox,  long  after  the  abominable  outrages, 
defcribed  above  in  Count  Lally's  note,   were  known  in 
England,  declared    in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   *^'ibai 
be  looked' upon  the  French  Revolution  as  the  higbejl  effort 
of  buman  fVisdom,  for  the  promotion  of  butnan  Happinefs 
tbat  be  bad  ever  beard-of.**    And  many  other  pcrfons  in 
England  feemed  to  entertain  the  fame  opinion  of  it  for  more 
than  three  years  together,  or  till  September,  1792 ;  when  the 
cruel  maflacres  of  great  numbers  of  inofienfive  priefts  and 
laymen  (who  were  confined  in  the  prifons  of  Paris),  perpe- 
trated with  the  knowledge  and  confent,  or,  rather,  by  the . 
diredion,  of  D^in/off,j^then  newly^appointed  MiniAer  of  Juf- 
tice>«-and  the  numerous  fubfequent,  almoll  daily,  murders 
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of  innocent  perfons  by  the  guillotine  during  what  is  calleil  tbe 
retgn  of  Terror^  under  the  new  republican  Government, ' 
during  the  power  of  Rohesp'terre, — opened  their  eyes  to  the 
miferable  confequences  of  thofe  mad  innovations,  and  taught 
them  to  know  and  to  value  the  more  certain  and  fober  fort 
of  Liberty  which  they  themselves  had  conftantly  enjoyed 
under  the  protection  of  the  limited  Monarchy  of  Eng- 
land. There  were,  however,  feveral  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen of  rank  and  confcquence,  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament, who,  (though  they  had  a6led  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Fox  for  fome  years  before  the  breaking-out  of  the 
difaftrous  French  Revolution,)  thought  fit  to  differ  from  ' 
him  upon  this  great  occafion,  and  to  declare,  even  in 
the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution,  that  they  agreed 
with  Mr.  Burke  in  his  opinions  upon  this  fubjeA.  Qf 
thefe  judicious  and  patriotick  perfons,  one  of  the  mod 
eminent  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  the  duke  of  Portland, 
and  one  of  the  mod  diilinguifhed  in  the  Houfc  of  Com* 
mons  was  Mr.  William  Windham,  who  has  (ince  been 
one  of  the  King's  Secretaries  of  (late.  It  is,  perhaps,  owing 
to  the  efforts  of  thefe  worthy  perfons  who  adopted  Mp. 
Burke's  opinions  upon  this  fubjeS:,  that  England  has  not 
been  thrown  into  confufion  and  mifery  by  a  change  of 
our  happy  form  of  Government  into  a  Republick  in  inntat 
tion  of  the  French  Revolution* 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  OPINIONS  OF  THE  LATE  ADAM 
SMITH,  LL.  D.  AUTHOR  OF  ••  THE  WEALTH  OF  NA- 
TIONS,"  CONCERNING  THE  WORKS  OF  SEVERAL  ENGr 
LISH  AUTHORSi. 


To  the  Printsr  of  the  WnxTEiiALL  Ekjenivg 

Post* 

SIR, 

IN  the  year  1780,'  I  had  frequent  oecafio'n  to  be  in  com- 
pany with  the  iate  welUknown  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  When 
bufinefs  ended,  our  converfatibn  took  a  literary  turn  *,  I  was 
ibdn  young,  inquifitive,  and  foD  of  refpeA  for  his  abilitiei 
as  an  author.  On  his  part  he  was  extremely  communica- 
tive, and  de^vered  himfelf,  on  every  fubjefk,  with  a  free- 
dom, and  even  boldnefs,  quit^  oppofite  to  the  apparent  re* 
ferve  of  his  appearance.  I  took-down  notes  of  hisconverfa- 
tion,  and  have  here  fent  you  an  abftrad  of  them.  I  have 
neither  added,  altered,  nor  diminilhed  them,  but  merely  put 
them  into  fech  a  fliape  as  may  fit  them  for  the  eye  of  your 
readers. 

Of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  Dr.  Smith  had  a  very 
contemptuous  opinion.  **  I  have  feen  that  creature,"  faid 
be,  '*  boit-'up  in  the  midft  of  a  mixed  company ;  and,  with- 
out any  previous  notice,  fall  upon  his  knees  behind  a  chair, 
repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  then  refume  his  feat  at  table. 
He  has  played  this  freak  over  and  over»  perhaps  five  or  fix 
times,  in  the  courfe  of  an  evening:  It  is  not  hypocrify,  but 
madnefs.  Though  an  honeft  fort  of  man  himfelf,  he. is  always 
patrontfing  fcoundrels.  Savage,  for  inftance,  whom  he  fo 
loudly  praifes,  was  but  a  worthlefs  fellow  3  his  penfion  of  fifty 
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pounds ayear  never  lafted  him  longer  than  a  few  days.  As  a^ 
fample  of  his  economy^  you  may  take  a  circumftance^  that 
JohnfoiT  himfelf  once  told  me.  It  was,  at  that  period, 
fafbionable  to  wear  fcarlet  cloaks  trimmed  with  gold  lace  ; 
and  the  Doctor  met  htm  one  day^  juft  after  he  had  got  his 
penfion,  with  one  of  thefe  cidaks  upon  his  back,  while,  at 
the  fame  time,  his  naked  toes  were  fticking  through  his 
Ihoes." 

He  was  no  admirer  of  the  Rambler  or  the  Idler,  and  hint«^ 
ed,  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  read  them.  He  was  averfe 
to  the  conteft  with  America;  yet  he  fpoke  highly  of  Johnfon's 
political  pamphlets:  but,  above  all,  he  was  charmed  with 
thai  refpeSing  Falkland's  Ifland9>  as  it  di^layed^  in  fiich 
forcible  language,  the  madnefs  of  modem  wars« 

I  enquiped  his  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  Campbdl,  aulhot 
of  the  Political  Survey  of  Gfeat  Britain.  He  told  me,  ibal 
hit  never  had  been  above  once  in  his  company  y  that  the 
Do&or  was  a  voluminous  writer,  and  one  ofjhoCe  authocs 
who  write  from  one  end  of  the  week  to  the  other,  without 
interruption.  A  gentleman,  who  happened  to  dine  with 
Dr.  Campbell  in  the  houfe  of  a  common  acquaintance^  re<* 
marked,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  polfeia  a  complete  fet  of 
the  Do£^or's  works.  The  hint  was  not  loft>  for  neat 
morning  he  was  furprifed  at  the  appearance  of  a  cart  before 
bis  door.  This  can  was  loaded  wuh  the  hooka  be  bad 
aiked  for;  the  driver's  bill  amountad  to  /euenfy  fmmdil 
As  Dr.  CaiqpbeU  compofed  a  part  of  the  Univevfal  Hiftory, 
and  c^  the  Biographia  Brit^nnicar,  we  may  foppofe^  that 
tbcfe  two  ponderous  articles  formed  a  great  part  of  tho  car* 
go.  The  poAor  was  in  ufe  to  get  a  number  of  copies  of  kta 
publipattons  from  the  printer,  and  keep  them  in  his  lioufe 
for  fuch  att  opportunity.  A  gentleman,  who  camewn  one 
diy,  exclaimed,  with  furprife,  **   Have  you  e^^er  icnl  all 
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thefe  books?" — ^*  Nay,"  replied  Dr.  Campbell,  laughing, 
"  I  have  written  them." 

Of  Swift,  Dr.  Smith  made  frequent  and  honourable 
mention.  He  denied  thai  the  Dean  coiild  have  written  ibn^ 
Pindarics  printed  under  his  name.  He  affirmed,  that  he 
wanted  nothing  but  inclination  to  have  become  one  of  the 
greateil  of  all  poets.  '<  But,  in  place  of  this,  he  is  only  a 
gofliper,  writing  merely  for  the  entertainment  of  a  private 
circle."  He  regarded  Swift,  both  in  fl.yle  and  fentiment, 
as  a  pattern  of  corre^lnefs.  He  read  to  me  fome  of  the 
(hort  poetical  addrefles  to  Stella,  and  was  particularly  pleaf- 
cd  with  one  couplet— 

'*  SsLVf  Stella,  feel  you  no  content, 
**  Reflecting  on  a  life  well*spent  ?" 

Though  the  Dean's  verfes  are  remarkable  for  eafe  and 
fimplicity,  yet  the  compofition  required  an  effort.  To 
exprefs  this  difficulty.  Swift  ufed  to  fay,  tbat  a  verfi 
eanu  from  bvm  like  a  guimd*  Dr.  Smith  confidered 
the  lines  on  his  own  death,  as  the  Dean's  poetical  mafter* 
piece;  He  thought  that,  upon  the  whole,  his  poetry 
was  corred,  after  he  fettled  in  Ireland,  when  he  was, 
as  he  himfelf  faid,  furrounded  <'  only  by  humble  friends." 

The  Do&or  had  fome  Angular  opinions.  J  was  furprifed 
at  hearing  him  prefer  Livy  to  all  other  hiftorians,  ancient 
and  modern.  He  knew  of  ao  other  who  had  even  a  pre- 
tence to  rival  him,  if  David  Hume  could  not  claim  that  bo- 
sour.  He  regretted,  in  particular,  the  lofs  of  his  account  of 
the  civil  wars  in  the  age  of  Julius  Caefar;  and  when  I  at- 
tempted to  comfort  him  by  the  Ubrary  at  Fez,  he  cut  me 
ihort.  I  would  have  expeded  Polybius  to  ftand  much 
higher  in  his  efteem  than  Livy,  as  having  a  much  nearer  re* 
femblance  to  Dr.  Smith's  own  manner  of  writing.  Befides 
Jhis  miracles,  Livy  contains  an  immense  number  of  the 
moft  obvious  and  grpfs  falfehoods. 


tit  was  no  fanguine  admirer  of  Shakefpear«,  "  Voltaire', 
you  know^*'  fays  be, ''  calls  Hamlet  the  dream  of  a  drunken 
favage." — **  He  has  good  fcenes,  but  Aot  One  good  play.'^ 
The  DoAor,  however,  would  not  have  permitted  any  body 
elfe  to  pafs  this  verdi^  with  impunity.  For  when  I  once 
afterwards,  in  order  to  found  him,  hinted  a  difrefpeA  for 
Hamlet,  he  gave  a  fmile,  as  if  he  thought  I  would  deted 
him  in  a  contradiftion,  and  replied,  ^  Yes  f  but  ftill 
Hamlet  is  full  of  tine  paflages.'' 

He  had  an  invincible  contempt  and  averfion  for  blank 
verfe ;  Milton's  always  excepted.  *'  They  do  well,"  he 
faid,  <'  to  call  it  blanky  for  blank  it  is ;  I  myfelf,  even  I, 
who  never  could  find  aiingle  rhyme  in  my  life,  could  make 
blank  verfe  as  fad  as  I  could  fpeak ;  nothing  but  lazinefs 
hinders  our  tragic  poets  from  writing,  like  the  French,  in 
rhyme.  Dryden,  bad  he  poflefled  but  a  tenth  part  of 
Shakefpeare's  dramathc  genius,  would  have  brought  rhym* 
ing  tragedies  into  faihion  here  as  well  as  they  are  in  France, 
and  then  the  mob  would  have  admired  them  juft  as  much- 
as  they  now  pretend  to  defpife  theml 

Beattie's  Minftrel  he  would  not  allow  to  be  caUed  a  poem; 
for  it  had,  he  faid,  no  plan,  no  beginning,  middle,  or  end. 
He  thought  it  only  a /cries  of  verfes  ;  but  a  few  of  them  very 
happy.  As  for  the  iranflation  of  the  Iliad,  '*They  do  well," 
he  laid,  *<  to  oall  it  Vop^s  Homer;  for  it  is  not  Homer's 
Homer.  It  has  no  refemblance  to  the  majefly  and  (implicity 
of  the  Greek."  He  read-over  to  me  1' AKegro  and  II  Pen- 
ferofo,  and  explained  the  refpeftive  beauties  of  each,  but 
added,  that  all  the  reft  of  Milton's  (hort  poems  were  tra(h. 
He  could  not  imagine  what  had  made  Johnfon  praife  the 
poem  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Ktlligrew,  and  compare  il  with 
Alexander's  Feaft.  The  criticifm  had  induced  him  to  read  it 
over,  and  with  attention,  twice ;  and  he  could  not  difcover 
even  a  fpark  of  merit.    At  the  fame  time^  he  mentioned 
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Gray's  Odes^  (which  Johnfon  has  damned  fo  completely, 
and,  in  my  bumble  opiaiouj  with  fo  much  juftice,)  as  the 
ftandard  of  lyric  excellence.  He  did  aot  much  admire  the 
Gentle  Shepberd.  He  preferred  the  Pafifyr  Fido,  of  which 
be  fpoke  with  rapture,  and  the  Eclogues  of  Virgil.  I  pled 
as  I  could  for  Allan  Ramfay,  becaufe  I  regard  him  as  the 

* 

fingle  unaffected  poet  whom  we  have  had  fince  Buchanan. 

Proxiniiis  buic«  longo  sed  proximus  Intervallo. 

He  anfwercd,  '^  It  is  the  duty  of  a  poet  to  write  like  a  gen- 
tleman. I  diflike  that  homely  ftyle  which  fome  think  fit  to 
call  the  language  of  nature  and  fimplicity,  and  fo  forth.  In 
Percy's  Reliques  too,  a  few  tolerable  pieces  are  buried  under 
a  heap  of  rubbifli.  You  have  read,  perhaps,  Adam  Bell, 
Clym  of  Che  Cleugh,  and  William  of  Cloudeflie."  I  an- 
fwered.  Yes,  ^*  Well  then,"  faid  he,  "  do  you  think 
that  was  worth  printing  ?"  He  reflected  with  fome  barfli* 
nefs  on  Dr.  Goldfmitb ;  and  repeated  a  variety  of  anecdotes 
to  fupport  bis  cenfure. 

They  amounted  to  prove  that  Goldfmitb  loved  a  wench 
and  a  bottle  |  and  that  a  lie,  when  to  ferve  a  fpecial  end, 
was  not  excluded  from  bis  fyftem  of  morality.  To  commit 
thefe  dories  to  print  would  be  very  much  in  the  modem 
tafte;  but  fuch  proceedings  appear  to  me  as  an  abfolute 
difgrace  to  typography. 

He  never  fpoke  but  with  ridicule  and  deteftation  of  the 
Reviews.  He  faid  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  conceive  in  what 
contempt  they  were  held  in  London.  I  mentioned  a  (lory 
1  had  read  of  Mr.  Burke  having  feduced  and  diAonoured  a 
young  lady,  under  promife  of  marriage.  ^  I  imagine,''  faid 
he,  ^'  that  you  have  got  that  fine  fiory  out  of  fome  of  the 
Magazines.  If  any  thing  can  be  lower  than  the  Reviews, 
they  are  fo.  They  once  had  the  impudence  to  publifli  a 
ilory  of  a  gentleman's  having  debauched  his  own  iifier;  and 
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upon  iiKiuiry,  it  came-out  that  the  gentleman  never  had  a 
fifter*  As  to  Mr.  Burke,  he  is  a  worthy^  honed,  man*  He 
married  an  accomplifhed  girl,  without  a  {hilling  of  fortune/* 
I  wanted  to  get  the  Gentleman's  Magasine  excepted  from 
his  general  cenfure;  but  he  would  not  hear  me.  He  never, 
he  faid^  looked  at  a  Review,  nor  even  knew  the  names  of 
the  publifhers.  i 

He  was  fond  of  Pope,  and  had  by  heart  many  favourite 
paflages;  but  he  difliked  the  prFvate  chara6ler  of  the  man. 
He  was,  be  faid,  all  affeftaUon,  and  mentioned  bis  Letter 
to  Arbuthnot|  when  the  lattejr  was  dying,  as  a  confummate 
fpecinien  of  canting;  which,  to  be  fure,  it  is.  He  had  alfo  a 
very  high  opinion  of  Dryden,  and  loudly  extolled  his  Fa- 
bles. J  mentioned  Mr.  Hume's  obje£tion$;  be  replied, 
'^  You  will  learn  more  as  to  poetry,  by  reading  one  goo4 
poem,  than  by  a  thpufand  volumes  of  criticifm.'*  He 
quoted  fome  paflages  in  Defoe,  which  breathed,  as  be 
thought,  the  true  fpirit  of  Englifl)  yerfe. 

He  difliked  Mcikle's  translation  of  the  Lufiad,  and 
efteemed  the  French  verfion  of  that  work  as  far  fuperior. 
Meikle,  in  his  prefence,  has  contradicted,  with  great  frank- 
nefs,  fome  of  the  pofitions  advanced  in  the  Do£tor's  Inqui* 
ry,  which  may  perhaps  have  difgufted  him;  but,  in  tri^th, 
Meikle  is  only  an  indifferent  rhymer. 

Dr.  Smith,  with  Lord  Gardenilone,  regarded  the  French 
Theatre  as  the  ftandard  of  dramatic  excellence. 

He  faid,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign,  the 
diflenting  minifiers  had  been  in  ufe  to  receive  two  tbou- 
fand  pounds*  a  year  from  Government;  that  the  Earl  of 
Bute  had,  (as  he  thought,  mod  improperly)  deprived  them 
of  this  allowance,  and  that  he  fuppofed  this  to  be  the  real 
motive  of  their  virulent  oppofition  to  Government. 

Gtqfgow. 

•   This  lum  of  money  has  bceo  generally  represented  as  seven 
'  tJt^ousand  pounds  a  year. 
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ON  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  LIBELS, 

AS  It   HAS    BEEN    REPRESENTED   BY    SOME   JUDGES* 


»ti      I 


To  the  Prikt^r  of  iM  Public  Ai>risRTissR. 

Mr.  PjtmTB&9  Fehfuarj  <$^  1^^%. 

I  CANNOT  but  fejoice  to  find>   that  Mr.  Pox  has  re- 
Iblved  to   employ  his  great  abilities  in  endeavouring  to 
^fcertain  the  lboal   doctrines  concerning  libels, 
and  to  eorreft  thetn^  if  found  to  be  detrimental  to  a  jull  and 
moderate  liberty  of  Ttafoiiing  upon  political  mearures.    One 
<if  the  points  that  will  probably  be  the  objeft  of  the  Houfe^f 
confidemtioA  in  the  debate  that  will  arife  upon  this  fubjed 
is,  *'  the  right  of  the  jury  to  inquire  into  the  intention  of  the 
iMrriter,  or  publtflier,  of  the  paper  profecuted  as  a  feditioud 
libd ;   and,  into  the  tendency  of  the  faid  paper  to  raife 
ftdition,  or  difiurbance  in  the  country,  which  is  always 
Scribed  to  it  in  the  IndiCtmene,  or  Infertnation,  againft  the 
pttbliiber,  and  conftitutes  the  very  eflTeilce  of  the  crime  im- 
puted tohim/^    Now  tbefe  points  have  been,  by  many 
tanodcra  JudgeSi  eonfidered  as  mattt^i  of  law ^  and  therefore, 
lily  they,  as  matters  to  be  referred  for  the  cognizance  of  the 
Judges  onlyi  and  not  for  that  of  the  jury,  whofe  whole  bu« 
^nefs  \Ss  to  declare  '^  whether,  or  |iot,  the  paper  in  queftion 
{fttch  as  it  is^  innocent  or   mifehievous,)  ^M  publiflied 
by  the  perfon  aecufed."    Lord  Mansfield,    in  particular 
jkas  called  the  opinion,  which  a  reader  will  form  of  the  bad 
tendency  of  the  paper,  and  of  the  wicked  intention  of  the 
writer  of  it,  iVom  the  perufal  of  it,  on  mference  of  law ;  as 
if  the  knowledge  of  the  law  were  requifite  to  form  fuch  an 
inference.     But^   Aarely,   this  may  be  dotte  without  the 
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fnialleil  acquaintance  with  either  Lord  Coke's  Inftitute^^ 
or  his  Reports^  or  PIowden*s  Reports^  or  any  other  fuch  re- 
condite ^earning,  and  by  the  mere  affiftance  of  common 
fenfe,  and  an  ordinary  acquaintance  with  the  bufioefs  and 
tranfadions  of  the  world,  fuch  as  a  juryman  may  be  fup« 
pofed  to  be  pofleiTed-of.    And^  therefore,  I  ihould  think  it 
ought  rather  to  be  called  an  inference  of  reason,    than  an 
infer enee  of  law,  and  to  be  left  to  the  cognizance  of  the 
jury ;  in  the  fame  manner  as,  in  a  charge  of  burglary,  or 
boufe-breaking  by  night,  with  aa  intention  to  commit  a 
felony,   the  jury  are  to  detenpicf  not  only  whether  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  broke  into  tjtie  houfe  by  night,  but 
whether    he    did    fo    with    an  intention  to  commit    a 
felony.    Thefe  are  bferences  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe, 
and  not  of  law,  as  Lord  Mansfield,  and  (bme  other  Judges, 
have  rpprefented  them,  for  the  fake  of  taking  them  out  of 
the  cognizance  of  the  jury :  though,  in  truth,  if  thiey  were 
inferences  of   law,    it  would  not  follow  that    lh|B  jury 
would  have  no  right  to  determine  them  ;  becaufe  '^  every 
point  of  law  that  is  accidentally  intermixed  with  matters  of 
fa£l,  in  the  complicated  iflue,  or  queftion,  referred  to  the  de- 
termination of  a  Jury,  is  within  their  cognizance,"  as  Little^ 
ton  (the  great  oracle  of  the  law)  has  expreflly  declared,  and 
all  fubfequent  lawyers  have  allowed.  But,  this  is  a  point  not 
neceflary  to  be  infi^ed-on  in  confidering  the  doctrine  of 
libels,  because  in  thofe  profecutions,  all  the  points  to  be 
determined  are  mere  matters  of  fa£t:  to  wit,  7  ft.  Whether 
the  man  publiflied  the  paper<r-adly.  Whether  he  had  a  bad 
defign  in  publifliing  it — ^and  3<^ly,  Whether  the  paper  has  a 
bad  tendency,  or  is  likely  to  produce  bad  effefls  $  which  laft 
point  is  as  truly  a  matter  of  fad,  as,  <^  whether  a  man  who 
is  charged  with  wounding  another  with   a  fword,  touched 
him  with  a  (word,  or  touched  him  with  a  fencing-foil  with  a 
buttQn  at  the  end  of  it,"  or  as,  '<  whether  a  perfon  who  if 
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charged  with  poifoniog  another,  by  giving  him  a  glafs  of 
yi^ine,  gave  him  a  glafs  of  mere  wine^  or  a  glafs  of  wine  with 
arfenic  in  it/' 

This  dodrine  of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  fome  other  Judges, 
/but  which  Lord  Camden  has  repeatedly  condemned),  ^*  that 
thefe  points  are  inferences  of  law,  and,  therefore,  (as  they 
^oo  haftily  conclude,)  not  within  the  juriidiction  of  the  jury," 
was  not  firft  invented  by  Lord  Mansfield,  but  was  laid-down 
by  Lord  Raymond,  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  and  Franklin^ 
yfhich  was  tried  on  the  3d  of  December,  1731;  and  it  has 
^eenmoft, commonly,  but  not,  I  think,  conftantly,  adhered- 
to  by  the  Judges  ever  fince.  But  it  was  not  the  do£lrine 
laid-down  in  the  trial  of  the  feven  bifhops,  in  the  year  1688, 
or  the  laft  year  of  King  James  the  Second,  nor  by 
Lord  Chief^Juftice  Holt,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  For, 
in  the  trj^l  of  Mr.  Tutchin,  in  that  reign,  for  one  of  the  moft 
feditious  libels  that  ever  were  known,  that  great  Chief- 
Judice  addrefifes  the  jury  in  thefe  words  :  <<  Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury— this  is  an  Information  for  publifliing  libels  against 
the  Queen  and  her  Government  ;"  and  then,  after  dating 
the  proof  of  the  publication  of  the  papers,  and  reading  fome 
paflages  from  them,  he  goes-on  in  this  manner — **  So  that, 
*f  noiy  you  have  heard  this  evidence,  you  are  to  confider 
^^  whether  yo^  are  fatisfied  that  Mr.  Tutchin  is  guilty  of 
'^  writing,  compofing,  and  publishing  thefe  libels.  They 
'^  fay,  thefe  are  innocent  papers,  and  that  nothing  is  a  libel 
f*  but  what  refleSs  upon  fome  particular  perfon.  But  this 
'*  is  a  very  ftrange  do£trine,  to  fay,  it  is  not  a  libel  re- 
'^fleSing  on  Government — to  endeavour  to  pofTefs  the 
**  people,  that  the  Government  is  mal-adminifiered  by  cor- 
^'  rupt  perfons  that  are  employed  in  fuch  and  fuch  ftations, 
'*  either  in  the  navy  or  army.  For  it  is  very  neceflary  for 
'^  every  Government  that  the  people  fhould  have  a  good 
V  opinion  of  it ;  and  nothing  can  be  worfe  than  to  endeavour 
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'*  to  excite  any  ttiimofitiet  at  td  the  ttiitiigement  6f  k, 
^*  Tbii  has  been  alwaya  looked-upon  as  a  crime ;  and  no 
^  Government  can  be  fafe  unlefs  it  be  ponifhed.  Now, 
^  ^y&u  »g  to  t(m/id0r,  whether  thofe  woitis  I  have  read  to 
«  you  do  not  tend  to  beget  an  ill  opinion  of  the  Admi« 
^^  niftratioh  of  the  Government  ?**  Here,  we  find  thi^ 
able  Chief  Juftiee  expreflfly  dirc&ing  the  Jury  to  confider 
ihe  iendettey  of  the  papers  in  queAion— to  wit,  ^<  whether, 
^  they  do  not  tend  to  beget  an  ill  opinion  of  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  Government  V*  infiead  of  telling  them,  (as 
modem  Judges  have  often  done)  that  this  tendency  is  a 
mere  inference  of  law,  which  the  Judges  only  have  a  right 
to  make,  without  any  concurrence  of  the  Jury.  And  to  this 
moft  reafonable  and  valuable  right  of  confidering  both  the 
tendency  of  the  papers  eomplained-of,  and  the  intention  of 
the  writer,  orpnbliiher,  in  publifhing  them,  which  isufti- 
illy  an  inftrence  of  reafon,  or  common  fenfe,  not  of  law, 
to  be  drawn  from  the  tendency  of  them  i  (though  fome* 
times  it  happens,  that  this  intention  may  even  be  proved, 
by  the  pofitive  teftimony  of  witnefles,  which  is  an  addition- 
al mark  of  its  being  a  matter  of  faCt^  and  not  a  matter  of 
law).  I  hope,  the  Juries  of  this  country  will  now  be  reftored^ 
by  the  laudable  and  patriotjck  efforts  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
j£r(kine  in  the  courfe  of  the  approaching  debate. 

PHILELEUTHERUS. 

F.M. 
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THE  BILL  ntOPOSED  BY  MR.  FOX  AND  MR.  ERSKlMfB  IM 
SUPPORT  OP  THE  RIGHT  OP  JURIES  TO  DETERMINE 
THE  WHOLE  MATTER  IN  ISSUE  IN  CRIMINAL  PROSE: 
CUTIONS  FOR  PUBLISHING  LIBELS. 
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From  fhe  Public  Adfbrtjssm,  Feb.  15,  1792. 

Upon  a  fubjeft  in  which  every  Engliihman  is  fo  materially 
jnterefted  as  in  the  po%i$er  of  a  jwy^  our  readers  may  be 
gratified  by  a  perufal  of  Mr.  Fokr'x  Billp  patriotically  brought 
into  Parliament  toretnove  dovbts  reffeBmg  the  PUNC-i 
TioNS  o/* Juries^  in  ca^ts  ffhlBnt. 

The  bill  was  yeSerday  read  a  third  timc^  and  pafied  to 
tie  Lords ;  it  is  extremely  ihort^  and,  v&ba$im,  as  follows. 

'<  Whereas  doubts  have  arifen,  whether,  on  the  trial  of 
'*  an  IndiSment  or  Information  for  the  making  or  publifhing 
*'  any  libel,  where  an  iflue  or  iflues  are  joined  between  the 
^*  KJng  and  the  defendant  or  defendants,  on  the  plea  of*'  Noi 
'<  Guilt/*  pleaded,  it  be  competent  to  the  Jury,  impannel- 
'^  led  to  try  the  fame,  to  give  their  verdift  upon  the  whole 
*'  matter  in  iflue  : 

'<  Be  it  therefore  declared  and  enafted,  by  the  King's 
.*^  Mod  Excellent  Majcfty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
<'  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com-* 
'<  mons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the 
<^  authority  of  the  fame,  That,  on  every  fuch  trial,  the 
'*  jury  fworn  to  try  the  iflue,  may  give  a  general  verdiA  of 
**  Guilty  or  not  Guilty,  upon  the  whole  matter  put  in 
**  ijfue  upon  fuch  IndiSment  or  Information;  and  fhall  not 
'*  be  required,  or  directed,  by  the  Court,  or  Judge,  before 
'^  whoip  fuch  IndiAment,  or  Information,  (hall  be  tried,  to 
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''  find  the  defendant,  or  defendants,  guHty,  merely  on  the 
*^  proof  of  the  publication  by  fuch  defendant,  or  defendants, 
'^  of  the  paper  charged  to  be  a  libel,  and  of  the  fenfe  afcribed 
^  to  the  fame  in  fuch  Indidment  or  Information:  Provided 
<'  always,  that  on  every  fuch  trial,  the  court,  or  judge,  before 
^'  whom  fuch  Indiftment,  or  Information,  (hall  be  tried, 
i*  (hall,  according  to  their,  or  his,  difcretion,  give  their,  or 
^'  his,  opinion  and  dire&ions  to  the  Jury,  on  the  matter  in 
"  ifllie  bttween  the  King  and  the  defendant,  or  defendants, 
*'  in  like  manner  as  in  other  criminal  cafes:  Provided  alfo, 
<'  that  nothing  herein  contained  (h^ll  extend,  to  prevent 
^*  the  Jury  from  finding  afpecial  verdi£^,  in  their  difcre- 
<'  tion,  as  in  other  criminal  cafes :  Provided  alfo,  that,  in 
'*  cafe  the  Jury  (hall  find  the  defendant,  or  defendants, 
'<  guilty,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  defendant, 
«  or  defendants,  to  move  in  arreft  of  judgment,  on  fuch 
<<  ground,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as,  by  law,  he,  or  they, 
<<  might  have  done  before  the  pafling  of  this  ad;  any  thing 
*<  herein  contaii^ed  to  the  contrary  notwithllanding/' 
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Eurtpid.  Hicetid. 

This  is  true  Liberty,  when  frceboro  men^ 
ffaving  to  advise  the  public,  may  spctik  free. 
Which  he  who  cau,  and  will,  deserves  high  praise^ 
Who  neither  can,  nor  wilt,  may  hold  his  peace ; 
What  can  bejustcr  iu a  state  than  this  ? 

Euripid.  Hicetid. 


THEY,  who  to  States  and  Governors  of  the  common- 
wealth direct  their  fpecch^  High  Court  of  Parliament  i 
or,  wanting  fucb  accefs,  in  a  private  condition,  write 
that  which  they  forefee  may  advance  the  publick  good; 
I  fuppofe  them,  as  at  the  beginning  of  no  mean  en- 
deavour, not  a  little  altered  and  moved  inwardly  in 
their  minds;  fbme  with  doubt  of  what  will  be  the  fuc- 
cefs,  others  with  fear  of  what  w'^ll  be  the  cenfure;  fome 
with  hope,  others  with  confidence  of  what  they  have 
to  fpeak.  And  me  perhaps  each  of  thefe  difpofitions, 
as  the  fubjefl  was  whereon  I  entered,  may  have  at 
other  times  varioufly  aflfefted;  and  likely  might  in 
thefe  foremoft  expreffions  now  alfo  difclofe  which  of 
them  fwayed  mod,  but  that  the  very  attempt  of  this 
addrefs  thus  made,  and  the  thought  of  whom  it  hath 
r^cpurfe  to,  hath  got  the  power  within  me  to  a  paffion, 
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far   more  welcome   than    incidental    to   a    preface. 
Which  though  I  ftay  not  to  confeTs  ere  any  afk,  I 
(hall  be  blamelefs,  if  it  be  no  other^  than  the  joy  and 
gratulation  which  it  brings  to  all  who  wilh  and  pro- 
mote their  country's'  liberty;  whereof  this  whole  dif- 
courfe  propofed  will  be  a  certain  teftioiony)  if  not  a  tro- 
phy.   For  this  is  not  the  liberty  which  we  can  hope^ 
^^  that  no  grievance  ever  (hould  arife  in  the  common- 
wealth i"    That  let  no  man  in  this  world  exped«  But, 
when  complaints  are  freely  heard,  deeply  confidered, 
and  fpeedily  reformed,  then  is  the  utmoft  bound  of  ci- 
vil liberty  attained,  that  wife  men  look-for.    To  which 
if  I  now  manifeft,  by  the  very  found  of  this  which  I 
(hall  utter,  that  we  are  already  in  good  part  arrived;  and 
yet  from  fuch  a  deep  difadvantage  of  tyranny  and  fu- 
perdition  grounded  into  our  principles,  as  was  beyond 
the  manhood  of  a  Roman  recovery ;  it  will  be  attri- 
buted firft,  as  is  moft  due,  to  the  (Irong  afliftance  of 
Crod,  our  Deliverer;  n^xt,  to  your  faithful  guidance  and 
undaunted  wifdom.  Lords  and  Commons  of  England  ! 
Neither  is  it  in  God's  efteera,  the  diminution  of  his 
glory,  when   honourable  things  are  Spoken  of  good 
men,  and  worthy  magiftrates;  which  if  1  now  firft 
(hould  begin  to  do,  after  fo  fair  a  progrefs  of  your  laud- 
able deeds,    and  fuch  a  long  obligement  upon  the 
whole  realm  to  your  indefatigable  virtues,  I  might  be 
juftly  reckoned  among  the  tardieft,  and  the  unwitlingell, 
of  them  that  praife  ye.  Neverthelefs  there  bang  three 
principal  things,  without  which  all  praifing  is  but 
courtfhip  and  flattery,  firft,  when  that  only  is  praifed 
which  is  folidly  worth  praife;  next,  when  the  greateft 
likelihoods  are  brought,  that  fuch  things  are  truely 
akid  really  in  thofe  perfons,  to  whom  they  are  afcribed ; 
the  other,  when  he  who  praifes,  by  (howing  that  fuch 
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bis  a^bal  pertuafion  is  of  wbpm  be  wriloSj  cam  ife-* 
aiogftratQ  thu  he  flatt^ra  ao( ;  the  fonner  two  of  tbefe 
Ihavt  h«re(oG>rc  eade«voi|red>  tefQUtng  the  employ- 
ment  fiom  bim  who  wcat-^about  to  impair  your  mwM 
witb  a  trivial  and  maHgnaot  eocomiuin;  the  iMv,  aa 
baloQging  ebi«fly  to  mioe  own  acquittals  <'  that  whom 
I  fo  extolled  I  did  not  flatter,'^  bath  been  mbty^^  op** 
portunely  to  this  occafion*  For  he  who  freely  magmfiea 
what  h^tb  be«ii  wMy  done,  and  ftars  not  to  declare  as 
fireely  what  migbt  be  (boe  betteri  givea  ye  the  bf ft  oo- 
v^nant  of  bb  fidelity;  and  that  his  loyaleft  afiedion 
^nd  hU  hope  waits  on  your  proceedinga.  His  highelt 
praiCog  is  not  flattery,  and  hia  plaineft  advice  is  a  kind 
of  pra^ifing;  for,  though  I  (houid  affirm  and  hold  by  ar* 
gttmenty  thai  it  would  fiure  better  with  trnthj  with  learn-* 
ing,  and  the  commonwealth,  if  one  of  your  publiibed 
orders,  wbich  I  fliould  name,  w^e  called-in}  yet  at  the 
(ame  time  it  oould  not  but  much  redound  to  the  Inftre 
of  your  mild  and  equ^  government,  wbenas  private 
perfDiu  are  hereby  animated  to  think  ye  better  pleafed 
^rilb  publick  advice,  than  other  ftatifts  have  been  de-» 
lighted  hevetofbre  with  publick  flattery.  And  men  will 
then  fee  what  diffisrence  there  is  between  the  magnani*^ 
mity  of  a  triennial  parKament,  and  that  jeslous  haugh- 
tineis  of  prelates  and  cabin-counsellors*  that  ufurped  of 
lat^  when  as  they  (hall  obfen^e  ye,  in  the  midft  of  your 
TiAoriea  and  fiicceflea,  more  gently  brooking  written  ex- 
ceptions againft  a  voted  order,  than  other  courUs^ 
which  had  produced  nothing  worth  memory  but  the 
weak  oftentation  of  wealth,  would  have  endured  the 
leaft  figi^fied  diflike  at  any  fudden  proclamation.  If  I 
(bonld  thus  far  pr^fume  upon  th^  meek  demeanor  of 

e  That  is,  chamber-couDiellotSi  or  counsdlera  vfho  are  as« 
lembled  by  the  king  in  a  private  chamber,  as  it  were  in  the 
cabin  of  a  ship,  to  give  hhn  advice  in  matters  af  state. 
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your  cr^il  and  gentle  greatnefsi  Lords  and  Commons  t 
as  what  your  publifhed  order  hath  direftly  faid,  $kai 
to  gainfay,  I  might  defend  h^yfelf  with  eafe,  if  any 
lho\i!d  accufe  me  of  being  new  or  infolent,  did  they 
but  know  how  much  better  I  find  ye  efteem  it  to  imi-' 
tale  the  old  and  elegant  humanity  of  Gi'eece,  than  the 
barbaric  pride  of  a  Hunnifli  and  Norwegian  (latelinefs. 
And  out  of  thofe  ages,  to  whofe  polite  wifdonr  and 
letters  we  owe  that  we  are  not  yet  Goths  and  Jutlan- 
ders,  I  could  name  him  who  from  his  pfivate  houfi^ 
wrote  that  difcourfe  to  the  pailiament  of  Athens,  that 
perfuades  them  to  change  the  form  of  demoeraty  which* 
was  then  eftabliflied.    Such  honour  was  done  in  thofe 
days  to  men  who  proFefled   the  dudy  of  wifdom  and 
eloquence,  not   only  in  their  own  country,  but  in 
other  lands,  that    cities  and  figniories   heard  them 
gladly,  and  with  great  refpefl,  if  they  had  aught  in 
publick  to  admoniOi  the  (late.  Thus  did  Dion  Prufaeus, 
a  Aranger  and  a  private  orator,  counsel  the  Rhodians" 
againft  a  former  Edi£l ;  and  I  abound  with  other  like 
examples,  which   to   fet  here  Would  be  fuperfluous; 
But,  if  from  the  induftry  of  a  life  wholly  dedicated  to 
ftudious  labours,  and  thofe  natural  endowments  haply 
not  the  worft  for  two  and  fifty  degrees  of  northern  la- 
titude, fo  much  mud  be  derogated,  as  to  count  me 
not  equal  to  any  of  thofe  who  had  this  privilege,  I 
would   obtain  to  be  thought  not  fo  inferior,  as  your- 
felves  are  fuperior  to  the  moft  of  them  who  received 
their  counfel ;  and  how  far  you  excel  them,  be  aflured. 
Lords  and  Commons  !    there  can  no  greater  teftimo- 
ny  appear,  than  when  your  prudent  fpirit  acknowledges 
and  obeys  the  voice  of  reafon,  from  what  quarter  fo- 
ever  it  be  heard  fpeaking;    and  renders  ye  as  willing 
to  repeal  any  aft  of  your  own  fetling-forth  as  any  fct- 
fortb  by  your  predecefibrs. 

If 
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If  ye  be  thus  refolved,  (as  it  were  iiijary  to 
think  ye  were  not,)  I  know  not  what  ihould  withhold  me 
{Vom  prtTenting  ye  with  a  fit  inftance  wherein  to  (bow 
both  that  k>ve  of  truth  whkli  ye  eminently  profefii,  and 
that  upirightiieraof  your  judgment  which  it  not  wont  tobe 
partial  to  yourfelvea;  by  judging  over«^again  that  order 
which  ye  have  ordained*'  to  regnlate  printing;  that  no  ^^^^Y 
book,  pamphlet,  or  paper^-fliall  be  henceforth  printed,  Miamcnt 
unlefs  the  fame  be  firft  approved  and  licenfed  by  fiich^  ivinting 
or  at  leaft  one  of  fuch,  as  (hall  be  tbereta  appointed. "  ^SikT*^ 
For  that  part  which  preferves  juftly  every  man'a  copy 
to  himfelf,  or  provides  for  the  poor,  I  touch  not ;  only 
wiib  they  be  not  made  pretences  to  abufe  and  perfe* 
cute  honefi  and  painful  men,  who  ofiend  not  in  either 
of  theie  particulars.    But  that  other  claufe  of  licenGng.  ^ 
books,  which  we  thought  had  died  with  his  brother 
quadrage(imal  and  matrimonial  when  the  prelates  expir- 
ed, 1  (hall  now  attend  with  fuch  a  homily,  as  (hall  lay 
before  ye,  firft  the  inventors  of  it,  to  be  tbofe  whom  ye 
will  be  loth  to  own;  next,  what  is  to  be  thought  inThepUa 
general  of  reading,  whatever  fort  the  books  be>  and*^^;^'^ 
that  this  order  avails  nothing  to  the  fuppre(fing  of  ^^''^' 
Icandalous,  feditious^  and  libellous  books^  which  were 
mainly  intended  to  be  fupprefled.    Laft^  that  it  will 
be  primely  to  the  difcouragement  of  all  leaniing,  and 
the  ftop  of  truthf  not  only  by  difexercifing.and  blunt- 
ing our  abilities,  in  what  wc  know  already,  but  by 
hindering  and  cropping  the  discovery  that  might  be 
yet  further  made,  both  in  religious  and  civil  wifdom. 

I  dieny  not  but  that  U  is  of  great  eft  con**  xfae  g^ni 
oemment  in  the  church  and  conunpnwealth,  tp  have  a  vi-  ^|^]J^^^ 
gilant  «ye  how  books  demean  themfelves  as  well  as  men:  pubikk  af- 

fftin* 

and  thereafter  to  confine,  imprifon,  and  do  (barpeft  jus-^ 
ticeon  them  as  malefa&or»:  for  books  are  not  abfolutelv 

o  dead 


itea^  tibgt^  but  i6  tonU&u  a  potency  af  life  in  tbeor 
to  be  ai  aAitre  u  thit  foul  wu  whofe  progeiqr  they* 
are ;  nay^  they  do  preferve^  as  in  a  vial»  4he  pureft 
d&eaey  and  eattraAion  of  ilial  living  tntelleA;  ihat  bred 
iheM.    I  biow!  tbey  ase  as  Uvely,  and  as  i^goioufly 
prbduAi Ve,  aa  }lkife  frbntoos  dragoo- s  tleeth ;  and,  beio^ 
aeqaenaST*  ^owft  upaoiAdonffo^aaychaiieetofpritig-uparmediQeii* 
^n^^.'  And  yet,  on  Uie  other  hand,,  unlcfs-warioebbeuf^pdt  aa 
oaeu        good  almoft  UUfIa  man  as  kill  a  foe4  Book^^  who  kiUa 
a  man  kills  a  reaAmaMe  crteture^  Gbd^a  iflHbgi ;-  but  ha 
who  defiroya  a  good  bode,  kills  reiibit  itfelf|  kilia  the 
image  of  God,  as  it  were,  in  the  eye.    Many  a  msitt 
Hvesii  Imrdcfeiio  the  earth;  but  a  good  book  is  the 
precious*  lifc^^Uood  of  a  mafter .  fpifit,  imbaUned  and 
ireafiired-iip  on  pnrpofe'  lO'  a  life  beyond  life.     It  is 
true,  no  age  can  reftorc  a'  lifib,-  whercot  ^rhaps  tbera 
is  no  gfeat  lofs ;  ai3ld>  revolutions  of  ages  do  not  oft 
reeover  die  lofs  of  a  rejefled  truth,  for  the  want  <^ 
whieh  whole  nations  &re  the  worfe.    We  (hould  be 
^ary  their^fort  what  perfecution  we  raife  againft  the 
living  labours  of  publtck  meO)  bow  we  fpill  thatftalbacdb 
}tfe  of  man,  preserved  add  ilored*up  in  books  f,  ince- 
we  fee  a  kind  of  homicide  may  be  thus  committed^ 
-fothetim^s  k  hiaHyrdom ;  and,  if  it   extend  to  the 
^hote  ifilijpre^n,  a  kind  of  maflacre,  whereof  the 
execotioh  eiids  not  in  the  flayrng  of  an  elemental  lifc^ 
but  fttikies  at  the  asthereal  arnd  fifth  offence,  the  breath 
of  ftafiWi  i(U^;  flays  an  immortality  rather  than  a  life. 
A  Ticir  of  But,;  left  I  ibottld'be  condemned  of  introducing  licence, 
tfidds  t^cn  while  I  oppofe  licfenfing,  I  tthtt  pot  the  pains  to  be  fo 
^^'  much  hiflorical,  aii  WiH  ferve  to  fliow  what  hath  been 
"vv^^tlM.  tt>  done  by  aneieiaft  aiid  fMbOtfs  commonwealths,  aoainil 
jmbiicttioB  this  dMbrder,  till  the  very  time  that  this  projeA  of  licenf<- 
viMboolb!  ing crept-but  cf  the IiiqttifitkMi,  was  catehed-up  iiy our 

vPrelates,  and  hath  caught  fome  of  our  Presibyters. 
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la  Athens^  where  beok$  nn^  wits  Wprp  '»  Athen*. 
f  vor  bufier  tbiin  in  any  otbfsr  purt  of  Crrec9e^  I  find  but 
poly  two  forts  of  writings  whipb  dm  pisgiftratf  cftred  to 
lak^  notice  of;  ^bofe  either  blafphemous  and  atbeiftic^Ij 
fit  }ibeIloji|i.  Thus  the  books  of  Protagoras  were  by  the 
jiidfl;e8  pf  Areopagus  compiaodei^  tojse  buri)^,  apd  biin- 
ielf  bai^Uhei)  the  territory,  for  a.difcourfe^  begun  with 
^s  confeffipg  not  to  know^  *'  whether  there  were  gods^ 
pr  whether  no|t/'  And  againft  defanjing^  it  was  agreed 
thst  xione  fliould  be  traduced  by  name,  as  was  the 
m^ner  pf  F4tu&  Comosdia^  whereby  we  n^ay  guefs 
liQiW  tb^ey  cenfun;d  hbelUog;  and  this  courfe  was  (juick 
^Qoqgb^  as  X^icero  writes^  to  ^uell  both  the  defperate 
will  of  other  atheills^  and  the  9pen  way  of  def^mmg^  *    ^ 

4IS  l^e  event  i^ewed.  OF  other  fe£ts  and  opinions^ 
though  teoding  to  voluptuoufneis^  and  the  denying  of 
Divine  providenpe^  they  took  no  heed.  Therefore  we 
do  not  read  that  either  Epicurus,  ,or  that  libenine  fchool 
of  Cyrene,  or  what  the  Cynic  impudence  uttered,  was 
ever  qgefiioned  by  the  laws.  Neither  is  it  recorded^ 
that  the  writings  of  thofe  old  comedians  were  fupprefled^ 
though  the  aAii^  of  them  were  forbid ;  and  that  Plato 
ooaunended  the  reading  of  Ariftophanes,  the  loofeft  of 
tfiem  $11^  to  his  royal  fchplar  Dionyfius,  is  commonly 
known,  and  may  be  excufed,  if  holy  Chryfoftom,  as 
is  reported,  nightly  ftudied  fo  much  the  fame  author,  and 
had  the.  art  to  cleanfe  a  fcurrilous  vehemence  into  the 
fty le  of  a  roufing  fermon  • 

That  other  leading  city  of  Qreece,  Lacedaemon,  con-  ^"  Laced*- 
fidering  tbatLycurgus,  th^ir  lawgiver,  was  fo  addi&ed  to 
•kgant  Iflaming,as  to  have  been  the  firft  that  brought  out 
of  Ionia  the  fcattered  works  of  Homer,  and  Tent  the  poet 
Thalcs  firom Crete to.prepare  and  mollify  thcSpartan  fur- 
linds  withJiis  fmi^oftH  fongs  andodesp  the  better  to  plant 
«nx)ng  them . law;  Aod;civility;  it  is  to  be  wondered  how 
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fliufelcff  and  unbookifli  they  were,  minding  nought  but 
thefeatsofwar.  Thercneedednolicenfingof  books  amoog 
them  ;   for  (hey   diflilced   all   but  their  oiVn   laconic 
apothegms,  and  took  a  flight  occafion  to  chafe  Archie 
locbus  out  of  th^ir  city,  perhaps  fbr  compofing  in  a 
higher  ftrain  than  their  own  foldtery  ballads  and  romi« 
dels  could  reach  to ;  or,  if  it  were  for  his  broad  rerfes, 
they   were  not  therein  fo  cautions,  bat  they  were  as 
diflblute   in  their  promifcuous   converfing;  whence 
Euripides  affirms  in  Andromache,  that  their  women 
were  all  unchafle.    Thus  much  may  give  us  light  after 
what  (brt  of  books  were  prohibited  among  the  Greeks. 
In  tone.       '^^  Romans  atfo,  for  many  ages  trained*up  only  to 
a  military  roughnefs,  rerembling  moft  the  Lacedaemo* 
ntan  guife,   knew  of  learning  little  but  what  their 
twelve  tables  and  the  Pontific  college,  with  their  Augurs 
and  Flamins,  taught  them  in  religion  and  law;  fo  unac-  « 
quaintcd  with  other  learning,   that  when  Carneddes 
and  Critolaus,  with  the  Stoic  Diogenes,  coming  Embaf- 
fadors  to  Rome,  took  thereby  occafion  to  give  the  city 
a  tafte  of  their  Philofophy,  they  were  fufpe£ted  for  fc- 
ducers  by  no  lefs  a  man  than  Cato  the  Cenfor,  who  mov- 
ed it  in  the  fenate  to  difmifs  them  fpeedily,  and  to  baiitfli 
all  fuch  Attic  babblers  out  of  Italy.    But  Seipio  and 
others  of  the  nobleft  fenators  withfiood  hrm  and  hia 
old  Sabin  aufterity ;  honoured  and  admired  the  men  ; 
and  the  Cenfor  himfclf  at  laft,  in  his  old  age,  fell  to  the 
lludy    of  that  whereof  before  he  was  fo  fcrupulous* 
And  yet  at  the  fame  time,  Nsevius  atid  Plautns,  the 
fir(^  Latin  comedians,  had  filled  the  city  with  all  the 
borrowed  fcenes  of  Menander  and  Philemon.     Then 
began  to  be  confidered  there  alfo  what  was  to  be  done 
to  libellous  books  and  authors  :  forNcevius  was  quick* 
ly  cad  into  prifon  for  his  unbridled  pen,  and  releaied 
by  the  tribunes  upon  his  recantation.    We  read  alfo 
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that  libels  were  burnt,  and  the  ibakers  puntflied  by  Au- 
guftaa.  The  like  feveriljr^  no  dcnriit,  was  u&d>  if  aught 
were  impioufly  written  againft  their  efieemed  gods. 
Except  in  thefe  twopouitSy  hi(w^  the  world  went  io 
bodksy  the  magiftrale  kept  no  reckoning.  And  diere- 
foreLucrcfius^  without  impeachment,  verfifies  his  Epicu- 
rifin  to  Mcmmius,  and  had  the  hononr  to  be  fet^forth 
the  fecond  time  by  Cicero^  fo  great  a  father  of  the 
commonwealth;  although  liimfelf  drTputcs  againft 
that  opinion  in  his  own  writings.  Nor  was  the  fatiri* 
t:al  iharpnefe,  or  naiked  plainnefs,  of  Lucilius,  or  Catul- 
lus, or  Flaccus,  by  any  order  prohibited.  And  for 
martters  of  Hate,  the  (lory  of  Titus  Livius,  though  it 
•extolled  that  part  which  Pompey  held,  was  not  tker&- 
fort  fupprefled  by  Odavius  Caefilr,  of  the  otber  &£tion. 
But  that  Nafo  was  by  him  baiiiflied  in  his  eld  agc^  for 
the  wanton  poems  of  his  youth,  was  but  a  mere  coveit 
of  ftate  over  fon^c  fecret  cauTe ;  and  befides,  the  bocJLS 
were  neither  banifted  nor  called-in*  From  hence  we 
iball  meet  with  little  elfe  but  tyranny  in  the  Roman 
empire,  tha<  we  may  not  mar\*el,  if  not  fo  often  bad 
as  good  books  were  filenced.  i  iball  therefore  deem 
to  have  been  large  enough,  in  producing  what  among 
the  ancients  was  fo  punifliablc  to  write,  fave  only 
which,  all  other  arguments  were  free  to  treat  on. 

By  this  time  the  Emperors  were  become  ChriftianSf  ^°^  *o 
wtiofe  difcipline  in  this  point  I  do  not  find  to  have  manncr^Uie 
been  more  fevere  than  what  was  fermeriy  in  fraflice^  oTda^.^ 
The  books  of  thofe  whom  ihcy  took  lobe  grand  Hcrcr  ^^^ 
-tics,  were  examined,  refuted,  and  condemned  in  the  ««»"j«d,iinf 
ijeneral Councils ;  and  not  till  then  were  prcMbited,  or  roinErope« 
bnmt  by  authority  of  the  Emperor.    As  for  the  writ-  they  were 
•  ings  of  heathen  authors,  unlcfs  they  were  plain  invec-  qJJJ^*,^, 
<tivcs  againft  Chriftianity,  as  tbofe  of  Forpbyrius  and 
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Proch«^  they  qict  lUth  b6  intcidiA  Ikil  can  hi  jciied^ 
dll  atoll t  ibt'  j9M,rkodi  in  a  Gai&a^iHaD  Cpimcil^ 
wherein  biflibps  :tUenficlves  wefe  forbid  to  read  tb^ 
bobks  of  Oeotile^i  bul^Hercfittthey  migblread^  white 
ctfiers^Ioilg  before  them,  on  the  contrary  fcruq>led  mor^ 
the  booka  of  Heretica^  than  of  Gentiles.    And  that  th^ 
primitive  Councib  alid  Bifliops  were  wont  only  toder 
clait  what  booka  were  not  commendable^  paffiqg  ne 
further,  but  leaving  it  to  each  one's  coofcience  to  read 
or  to  lay-by,  till  after  the  year  0oo,  is  obferved  already 
By  Padve  Paolo^  the  great  ,U0ma(ker  of  the  Trentine 
K^'tS"  Coon^.   After  vbich  t^me  the  Popes  of  Home,  en- 
P*^'^*' ^«  grofiing  what  Aty  plcafcd  of  political  rule  into  their 
books  that  own  bands^  extei&d^d  their  dominion  over  men's  eyes^ 
lik^,  about  ^  ^^^V  ^^^  before  over,  their  judgments,  burning,  and 
soo^^'      prohibiting  to  be  read,  what  they  fancied  not;  yet  fpar^ 
ing  in  their  cenfures,  and  the  books  not  many  which 
th^  To  dealt  with ;  till  Martin  the  Fifth,  by  his  bull 
not  only  prohibited>  b^it  was  jthe  firft  that  excommuni- 
cated the  readers  of  heretical  books :  for  about  that 
jtinte  Wickliffe  and  Hu0e,  growing  terrible,  were  they 
who  firft  drove  the  P^pal  C!ourt  to  a  ftri^iber  policy  of 
prohibiting.    Which  courfe  Leo  the  Tenth  and  his 
focceflbrs  followed ;  until  the  Council  of  Trent,  an4 
the  Spanifli  Inquifition,  engendering  together,  brought^ 
forth,  or  perfeAed,  thofe  catalogues  and  expuiging  In- 
dexes, that  rake  thropgb  the  entrails  of  many  an  ol<| 
good  author,  with  a  violation  worfe  than  any  could  be 
offered  to  bis  tomb.   Nor  did  they  ftay  in  matters  here^ 
tical  y  but  any  fubjeft,  that  was  not  to  their  palate, 
they  either  condemned  in  a  prohibition,  or  had  it 
At  last,      ftraight  into  the  new  Purgatory  of  an  Index.    To  fill- 
timeoVdie  ^P  ^be  meafure  of  encroachment,  their  laft  inventioi^ 
Council  Qf  ^^3  ^p  ordain  that  no  book^  pamphlet,   or   paper, 
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IbouU  be  printed^  (99  if  St,  P^lerh^d  b^queadied  tli^^T^^^ 


the  k^f  of  the  prefs  alfo  as  well  as  of  P^^radiie)  unlefs.thatnonew 
41  were  appppred  and  licenfed  aqder  the  hands  cf  two  ^  printed 
^>riluree  gliytiooous  friars.    For  example :  bmi^ 

Let  the  chancellor  Cini  be  pleafed  to  fce  if  in  this  Uca»er.- 
prefent  work  be  codtuned  aught  that  inay  with-^ 
Hand  the  printings 

Vincent  Rabbata^  Vicar  of  Florence* 

I  have  fees  this  prefent  woijc,  and  find  nothing 
athwart  the  catholic  faith  and  good  manners ; 
in  witnefs  whereof  I  have  given»  &c. 

Nicolo  Cinii  Chancellor  of  FloreQce. 

Attending  the  precedent  relatton,  it  is  allowed 
4hat  this  prefent  woik  of  Pavaazati  may  be  piiated; 

Vincent  fiabatta,  &c» 

It  may  be  printed,  July  15. 
Friar  Simon  Mompei  d'  Amelia,  Chancellor  tsi 

the  Holy  Office  in  Florence. 

>  •» 

j^ure  they  have  a  conceit,  if  he  of  the  bottomlefs  pijt 
iud  pot  long  fince  ibroke  prifon^  thai  the  quadruple 
caorcjTm  wouU,  bar  him  down.  I  itfx  their  next  der 
^$ffi  will  be  to  get  into  their  eufiody  the  4icenfing  of 
that  which  they  lay  Claudius  jintended^  but  went  not 
ibnwgh  with .  Vouohfafe  to  fee^anotber  of Abeir  forms^ 
ih^  Roman  ftamp^ 

Imprimatur,  If  it  feem  good  to  tbe  Reverend  Mafter 
of  the  Holy  Palace.  Belcaftro,  Vicegerent 

Imprimatur,  Friar  Nicholo  Rodolphi,  Mafter  of 
the  Holy  Palace. 

*  Quo  veoiam  daret  flatum  crepitdmque  ^ent^is  tnconyivio 
«i^itleQdi,    Suetomuty  in  Claudia  .     . 
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^^  -.^  Sometiiqes  ^vc  Impfimatur^  arc  fccn  together  di»f 
•hopf ,  in  logue-wife  in  the  piat:pa  of  one  titlepagc,  compliment- 
the  Popps,  ing  apd  ducking  each  to  other  with  their  (haven  reve* 
SltciIStom  "^"ces,  whether  the  author,  who  fiands-by  in  perplexir 
^nt^'s?^^  ty  at  the  foot  of  hit  epiftle,  (ball  to  tb«  prefs  or  \o  the 
Itnd.  fpunge,    Tbefeajre  the  pretty  refpoDforic9,-*«4befe  are 

^be  dear  antiphonies^— that  To  bewitched  of  btfs  pur  Pre* 
lates  and  their  chaplains,  with  the  goodly  echo  they 
made ;  and  befptted  x\$  to  the  gay  imitation  of  a  lordly 
Imprimatur,  one  from  Lambe(h-houfc,  another  from 
the  Weft  en4  of  Paul's ;  fo  api(hly  romanizipg,  thaf 
the  word  of  con^mand  (lill  was  fet-(lown  in  Latin  ;  a^- 
if  the  learned  grammatical  pen  that  wrote  it  would  caft 
no  ink  without  Latin;  orpcrfaags,  as  they  though t, 
becaiife  no  vulgar  tongue  was  worthy  to  exprefs  the 
pure  conceit  of  an  ImpritOalur ;  but  rather,  as  I  hope, 
for  that  our  Englifli,  the  language  of  men  ever  famous 
and  ferempft  ia  tb^  acbit;venients  pf  liberty,  will  not 
e^fily  find  fervije  letters  eqow  to  fpell  fuch  a  dilatory 
prefumption  Engliflied.    And  thus  ye  have  the  inven- 
tors, and  the  original,  6f  book*licenfing  ripped-up,  and 
drawn  as  lineally  as  any  pedigree.    We  have  it  not^ 
iliat  can  be   heard^of,  from  any  ancient  State,    or 
Polity,  or  Church,  nor  by  any  Statute  left  us  by  our  an- 
ceflors,  elder  or  later :  nor  from  the  modern  cuflom  of 
any  reformed  City,  or  Church,  abroad ;  but  from  the 
moft  antichriftian  Council,  and  the  moft  tyrannous  In* 
quifition,  tliatever  enquif^d.    Tilltben  books  \% ere 
ever  as  freely  admitted  into  the  world  as  apy  other  birth ; 
the  iflue  of  the  brain  was  qo  more  (lified  than  the  ifliie 
of  the  womb ;  no  envious  Juno  fat  crof;$-Jegged  pver  the 
nativity  of  any  man's  intelle6iual  ofispringi  bui,if  it  prov* 
ed  a  monfter,  who  denies  but  that  it  was  juftly  bnmt^ 
or  funk  into  the  fca  ?    But  that  a  book,  in  worfe  con- 
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Jition  tbaR  a  peficani  foul^  fiiould  be  to  (Und  before  a 
jury  ere  it  be  bom  to  the  world^  and  undergo  yet  in 
darknefB  the  judgment  of  Radjunsnth  and  his  coK 
leagues,  ere  it  can  pafs  the  ferry  backward  into  light, 
was  never  beatd  before,  till  that  myfterious  iniquity, 
provoked  and  troubled  at  the  firft  entrance  of  Iiiformar 
lion,  foiight-out  new  Limboes  and  new  Hells  wherein 
diey  might  indade  our  books  aifo  within  the  number 
of  thdr  damned,  ^nd  this  was  the  raremorfe)  fe  offi- 
ciottfly  fnaiched-up,  and  fo  ilUfavouredly  imitated  6y 
our  lnqni6turienl  Bifliops,  and  the  attendant  Minorites, 
ihetr  cbaptams.  That  ye  like  not  now  thefe  moH  cer* 
tain  authors  of  this  licenfing  order,  and  that  all  iioifter 
intention  waa  far  diftaM  from  your  thoughts,  when  ye 
were  importuned  the  paffing  it,  all  men  who  know  the 
Integrity  of  your  adion?,  ^ndlxow  ye  honour  trutb^  will 
dear  ye  readily. 

But  fome  will  fay,  ^*  what  though  the  inventors  were 
bad  ?  the  thing  for  all  that  may  be  good/'  It  may  fo ; 
yet,  if  that  thing  be  no  iuch  deep  invention,  but  obvi* 
COS  and  eafy  for  aiiy  man  to  light-on,  and  yet  the  beft 
and  wifeft  commonwealths  through  all  ages  and  occa- 
fions  have  forbom  tp  ufe  it,  iand  falfeft  feducers  and  op* 
preflbrs  of  men  were  the  firft  who  took  it  up,  and  to 
no  other  purpofe  but  to  obftruA  and  hiiider  the  firft 
approach  of  refbrraation  ;  I  am  of  tbo(e  who  believe, 
it  will  be  a  harder  alcbymy  than.Lullitis  ever  kpew,  to 
ibUimate  any  good  ufe  out  of  fucb  an  Invention-  Yet 
this  only  i^  what  I  requeft  to  gain  firpmrlhis  re|ifon» 
^<  that  it  may  be  held  a  dangeron?  and  fufpicipus  fruit, 
(as  certainly  itdefenres,fer  the  tree  that  bore  it,)  ufitill 
candified,  one  by  one,  the  properties  it  has."  .  But  I 
have  firft  to  finifti,  as  was  propounded,  what  is  to  b^ 

thought  in  general  of  readbg  bpoks,  whatever  fori 

they 
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^^  tbey  be^  and.  wlielbcr  be  mofe  the  beocSt  or  the  liaraR 
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Ing  all  tofts  that  theoee  ptocoda. 
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and  wbe- 


S^'j.       Not  to  jinfift  upon  the  examples  of  Mo(e^  DapWL 

m^^gM  ^^  ^^^>  ^'^  were'flciKiil  in  all  the  leaning  oi  thf 

or,hi^    Egyptian9|  Chatdeana,  and  Greeks^  which  eouM  laot 

probably  be  without  reading  their  hooka  of  aU  fotas  Uf. 

Paul  efpecially,  who  thought  it  no  defiknept  tio  infcrl 

into  holy  feripture  the  fentencea  of  thoee  Gtoeek  poatai 

and  one  of  them  a  tngedian.  The  queftion  wainot^tbr 

ftandtngfometioies  controverted. among  the  priqutivf 

doAoia ;  bat  with  great  oddf  on  tkat  fi<b  w)|i<:haflir«ir 

ed  it  both  lawful  and  profitable ;  Aa  waaUimefidfmly 

N.  B.     perceived,  when  Julian,  the  ApoftatCt  and  iUbtleft  eoe^ 

my  to  our  fiiith,  made  a  decree  forbidding  Chrifiiana 

the  ftudy  of  heathen  learning ;  ^*  lar^  (aid  he,  they 

^f  wound  4u  with  our  owii  weaponi^  and  with  our  owa 

'*  arts  and  fciences  they  overcome  us."  And  indeed  thf 

Chriftiana  were  put  fo  to  their  fhih9  by  this  crafty 

means,  aiid  fd  much  in  danger  to  deeUne  ioto  all  igino^ 

ranee,  that  tbie  two  ApoUinarii  were  fain,  as  a  maai 

may  fay,  to  coin  all  the  (tven  liberal  fciences  oot  of  the 

Bible,  reducing  it  into  divers  forma  of  orationa,  poems^ 

idialogues,  even  to  the  calculating  of  a  Mw  chriftian 

grammar.  But,  (kith  the  htfloriaii  Socrates,  the  Ptavi^ 

dence  of  God  prowided  better  than  the  induftry  <»f  Apolr 

ifaiarios  and  his  ibn,  by  takinf^away  that  illiterate  law 

with  the  1%  of  him  wiio  devifed  it.    So  fpM,  ^a  ia» 

jury  they  then  held  it  io  be  depmed  of  HuUeoic  learn- 

mg;  and  tfiougbt  k  a  perTecijKlion  inore  undermioiiiit 

and  fecretly  decaying  the  church,  tfa^n  the  €fm  cmeU 

ty  of  Decfos  or  DiocMan.  And  perhaps  it  was  with  the 

fame  politic  drift  Aat  the  devil  whipped  St.  Jerom  in 

a  Icnten  dream,  for  reading  Gioero ;  or  eUe  it  was  a 

<phantsAn,  bred  by  the  ferer  which  had  Ahen  feised 

him. 


kitBrn    ^r  baA  $Sk  mgA  bwo  bit  difcipfiner,  unleft  ik 
y0tm  for  dweUiog  too  mueb  od  Ciceronianiiiiis^  tnd 
had  cfaaftiM  Ibe  madtUg,  not  thie  vanity,  it  had  been 
pUnly  partial ;  firft  to  coried  him  for  grave  Cicero^  and 
not  for  fourril  Plautos,  whom  he  coofeflS^a  to  have  been 
reading  not  long  before ;  next  to  correft  bim  only,  and 
\tt  fe  many  more  ancient  fathers  wax  old  in  thofe 
pleafiint  and  florid  fludtep  without  the  la(b  of  fuch  a 
tutoring  apparition ;  infomuch  that  Bafil  teaches  how 
/bme  good  ufe  may  be  n^ad^  of  Margites,  a  fportfu} 
poern^  not  now  extant,  writ  by  Homer }  and  why  not 
then  of  Mor|^nte,  an  Italian  romance  much  to  the  (ame 
{mrpofe}    Butt  if  it  be  agreed  we  (hall  be  tried  by  vi* 
itons,  there  is  a  vifion  recorded  by  Eufebius,  far  anci* 
fiat&r  than  ^his  tale  of  Jerom,  to  the  nun  Euftochium^ 
And  befides,  has  codling  of  a  fiever  in  it.    Dionyfius 
ikicxandriutis  was,  about  the  year  840,  a  perfon  of  great 
jiame  in  the  church,  for  piety  and  learning,  who  had 
wont  to  avail  himfelf  much  againft  heretics,  by  being 
]Converliuit  in  their  books ;   until  a  certain  preibyter 
hud  it  fcrupuloufly  to  his  confciencc,  how  he  durft  ven* 
tovebimielf  among  thofe  defiling  volumes.    The  wor- 
thy man,  loth  to  give  ofience^  fell  into  a  new  debaie 
.witfi  himfelf  what  was  to  be  tboii^ht ;   when  fuddenly 
a  vifion  Cent  from  God,    (it  is  his  own  epifUe  that 
avers  it,)  confirmed  him  in  thefe  words :  ^^  Read  any 
books  whatever^  that  come  to  thy  hands  ;  for  thou  art 
fuffieient  both  to  judge  aright,  and  to  examine  each 
matter.''  To  this  revelation  he  aflented  the  fooner,  as  he 
confcffes,  becaufe  it  was  anfwerable  to  that  of  the 
Apoftle  to  the  Theflalonians;  '*  Prove  all  things,  hold 
fiift  that  which  is  good."    And  he  might  have  added 
^mother  remarkable  faying  of  the  fame  author :  '^  To 
the  pure,  all  things  are  pure ;"  not  only  meats  and 

drinks. 
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4riuks,  but  all  kinfl  of  kfiowWgc,  whether  of  good  or 
CTil;  the  know^ledge  «annr>t  dcfik^  nor  confcquMtly 
the  books,  if  the  v,'M  and  oonftfeiice  be  mA  deSM. 
For  books  are  as  inea4s  and  viands  are;  foine  of  goody 
fom^  of  evi(  fubftance ;  and  yet  God  in  ihat  unafNxirjr- 
]»hai  vifion  faid  without  exception,  ^'Rife,  Beter;  kill 
and  cat;*'  leaving  the  choice  to  each  man's  diMrretioii. 
Whoierome  meats  to  a  vitiated  (lomach  diifer  Ihtie  or 
nothing  from  unwhokfome ;  and  bcft  books  to  a 
naughty  mind  are  not  tinappKcable  to  occafions  of  evil. 
Bad  meats  will  fcarce  breed  good  nonrifliment  ra  the 
bealthied  concoAion ;  but  herein  the  diflerence  is  of 
bad  books,  that  they  to  a  difcreet  and  jtuKcioiis  reader 
ferve  in  manyrrf|Hf6ls  todifcovcr,  to  confute,  to  fore- 
warn, and  to  ifluftrale.  Whereof  what  better  wttnefs 
can  ye  cxpcft  I  (hould  produce,  ttian  one  of  your  inrn 
body,  now  fitting  in  parliament,  the  chief  of  l(?amedtnen 
reputed  in  this  land,  Mr*  Selden  ;  whole  vohime  of  ni^ 
tural  and  national  laws  proves,  not  only  by  great  au- 
thorities brought -together,  but  by  exquifile  reafonsand 
theorems  almoftmathematicaHy  denionflrative,  that  flit 
opinions,  yea  errours,  known,  read,  and  collated,  are  of 
main  fervice  and  afliftance  toward  the  fpeedy  attatn- 
The  liberty  mcnt  of  what  is  trueft.  I  conceive,  therefore,  that,whea 
wfeMic  books  God  did  enlarge  the  univerfal  diet  of  man*s  body*  (fav- 

wcNas'that ''^E  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ®^  tcmpcrancc,)  he  then  alfu,  as be- 
©f  chustnc  forc,left  arbitrary  the  dieting  and  tepailing  of  oar  minds, 
•o  fced^n,  as  wherein  every  mature  ntan  might  have  to  exercife  his 
fcffio  every  own  leading  capacity.  How  great  a  virtue  is  temper- 
******  own  a^^p  j,Q^y  much  of  moment  tttfough  the  whole  life  of 

liiscrction.  '  °  ^ 

man !  Yet  God  conmiits  the  managing  fo  great  a  tnift 
without  particular  law  or  prefcriptjon,  whdiy  to  tii« 
demeanour  of  every  grown  man.  And  therefore,  whea 
he  himfelflabled  the  Je1^*sfrom  Heaven,  that  omer, 

whicil 
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which  was  every  tnan's-dailypoittonof  manna,  is  com« 
puted  to  have  been  more  than  might  have  well  fufficcrf 
the  heartieft  feeder  thrice  as  many  meals.  For  thofe 
adions  which  enter  into  a  man,  rather  than  ifliie  out 
of  hhn,  and  therefore  defile  not,  God  ufes  not  to  cap« 
Itvftte  under  a  perpetoal  childhood  of  prefcription,  bat 
trufts  him  iM^iih  the  gift  of  reaibn  to  be  his  own  choo^ 
fer.  There  were  but  little  work  left  for  preaching,  if  Law 
and  Compulfion  fbould  grow  fo  bA  tipon  tbofe  things 
which  heretofore  were  governed  only  by  Elxhortation. 
Solomon  informs  os,  that**  much  reading  is  a  wearinefs 
to  the  flefli:"  t>ul  neither  he,  nor  any  other  tnfpired  au« 
thoir,  tells  us  that  fuch,  or  fuch,  reading  is  unlawful.  Yet 
oerCaialy,  had  God  thought  good  to  limit  ut  herein,  it 
b«d4ieen  much  more  expedient  to  have  told  us  what  was 
unU^w^l,  than  what  was  wcarifome.  As  ibr  the  bam« 
in^of  thofe  EpheAan  books  by  St.  Paul's  converts; 
it  is  replied,  the  books  were  magic,  the  Syriac  fa  rcn« 
ders  them.  It  was  a  private  ad,  a  voluntary  aA,  and 
leaves  us  to  a  voluntary  imitation :  the  men  in  remorfe 
burnt  thofe  books  which  were  tlictr  own  ;  the  magif- 
trate  by  this  example  is  not  appointed :  thefe  men  prac- 
tifi^tbe  books ;  another  might  perhaps  have  read  them 
in  ibme  fort  ufefullv.  Good  and  Evil,  wc  know,  in  the 
field  of  this  world  grow-up  together  almoft  infeparably ; 
and  the  knowledge  of  good  is  fo  involved  and  interwo* 
ven  with  the  knowledge  of  evil,  and  in  fo  many  cunning 
rrfemblanoes  hardly  to  be  dtCcerned,  that  thofe  confnf- 
ed  feeds  which  were  impofed  upon  Pfyche  as  an  incef* 
fant  labour  to  cull-out,  and  fort-afundcr,  were  not  more 
intermixed.  It  was  from  out  the  rind  of  one  apple 
taSed,  that  the  knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil,  as  two 
twins  cleaving-together,  leaped- fortli  into  the  world. 
And,  perhaps,  this  is  that  doom,  which  Adam  fcll«into, 

of 


of  knbwing  gdod  a&d  cvilt  dut  ia  to  fay,  of  knowiiifg 
Good  by  Evil.  As  therefore  the  ftate  of  man  now  is  ; 
what  wtfdom  can  there  be  to  choofe,  what  cootuience 
to  forbear^  without  the  knowledge  of  evil  ?  He  that 
can  apprdiend  and  cunCder  vice  with  all  her  baita  and 
feemiDg  pleafim^/  and  yet  abftam,  and  yet  diftinguifb, 
and  yet  prefer^  th$t  whicb  it  trqly  better,  he  ia  the  true 
waifaring  Cbriftian.  I  cannot  praife  a  fugilUye  wA 
cloiftered  virtne,  minercifed  and  tinbcealbcd^  that  never 
iailies-KHit  and  kcB  her  adverfary,  but  flinks  out  of  the 
race,  where  that  tomiortal  garland  ia  t9  be  run-^fpri  not 
without  duft  and  beat.  Affuredly  we  bring  not  inno« 
cence  into  the  workii  we  bring  impuniymnch  rather  € 
that  which  purifies  us  is  Trial;  and  Trial  is  by  what  is 
contrary.  That  virtue  therefore  which  U  but  a  youngr 
ling  in  the  comtemplation  of  evil,  and  knowi  not  tbe 
ptmoft  that  vice  pmmifes  to  her  followerSj  and  rqeAl 
it,  is  but  a  blank  virtue,  not  a  pure;  her  whil^neCi 
19  but  an  excremental  whitenefg ;  which  was  the  Itafoli 
why  our  fage  and  ferious  poet  Spenfer,  (whom  I  dare 
be  known  to  think  a  better  teacher  than  Scotus  or 
Aquinas,)  defcribing  true  Temperance  under  the  perfon 
of  Guion,  brings  him  in  with  his  palmer  through  the 
cave  of  Mammon,  and  the^power  of  earthly  blifs ;  &at 
he  mig^t  (ee  and  know,  and  yet  abftain.  Since  there- 
foae  the  knowledge  and  furvey  of  vice  is  in  this  worid 
fo  neceflary  to*  the  oonftituting  of  human  virtue;  and  Ae 
fcanning  of  errour  to  the  confirmation  of  truth ;  how 
can  we  more  fafely^  and  with  lefs  danger,  fcout  into  the 
regbns  of  fin  and  falfity,  than  by  reading  all  manner  of 
tradates,  and  hearing  all  manner  of  reafon  ?  And 
this  is  the  benefit  which  may  be  had  of  books  promit^ 
tttoufly  read. 

But  of  the  harm  that  may  refult    henee,  -  three 
kinds  are  ufually  reckoned.    Firft,  is  feared  the  in* 

fecUon 


^fKon'tlmt  mxfffiitsA*  Bat  then,  att  bismia  Ictrn^ 
kig  and  cofitrovcrfy  in  religious  points  moft  remove 
•ut  of  the  world ;  yea,  the  Bible  Ufelf :  for  that  ofttimes 
relates  bUfph^y  not  nicelys   it  defcribes  the  carnal 
fenle  of  wicked  men  not  unelegantly ;  it  briiq;s-in  holi*^ 
eft  men  paffionatdy  murmurtng  againft  Providence 
through  all  the  argumenta  of  Epicurus  :  in  other  great 
diiputea  Jt  anfwess  dubioufly  and  diirkly  to  the  commoa 
leader ;  and  alk  a  Talmudift  what  ails  the  mpdefty  of 
his  mM-ginal  ICeri^  tliatMpfes  and  all  tb^  prophets  can* 
not  peifttade  him  to  pronounce  the  textual  Ohetiv« 
For  thefe  caofes  we  all  know  the  Bible  itfelf  i%  put  by 
Ihe  paptft :  iqtq  the  firft  rank  of  prohibited  books* 
The  aocieoteft  tifitl)ers  muft  be  next  removed^  as  Cle^ 
aient  of  Alexa^drii^  and  that  Eufebian  book  of  £van* 
fdic  Preparation^    tranfmicting  our  cars  through  » 
koard  of  heatheai(h  obfcenities,  to  receive  the  gofpel. 
Who  finds  not  that  irenieusy  Epiphanius,  Jerom^  and 
ethers,  ditoover  more  herefies  than  they  well  confute^ 
and  take  that  oft  for  herefy  which  is  the  truer  opinion  } 
Nor  boots  it  to  fay  for  these^  and  all  the  heatben  wri* 
lera  of  greateft  infeAion  (if  it  muft  be  ihongbl  fo^  with 
avbom  is  bound-up  the  life  of  humw  learning,  that 
Atj  writ  in  an  unknown  tonguej  so  long  as  we  ace 
£ire  thofe  languages  are  known  as  well  to  the  worft  of 
mm,  wha  are  both  moft  ablf,  and  moft  diligitnti  to  in«* 
ftil  the  poifon  they  fock,  firft,  into  the  courts  of  prince^ 
ficqoainting  them  with  the  choiceft  delighti,  and  cri- 
4idfmB  of  fin.  As  perhaps  did  that  Petronitts,  whom  Ner 
$so  loalled  his  urMistr,  the  matter  of  his  relrds;  and 
tk^  noiorioiia  ribald  of  Aresto>  dreaded  and  yet  dear  to 
•the  ludian  coortiers.    I  name  not  him  for  pofierity*a 
44ke,  whom  Henry  the  Eighth  named  in  menrimenit  his 
.Wtary  £f<//t    By  which  compendious  way  all  the 

contagion 
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contagion  that  foreign  books  can  infufe  will  find  a  paf« 
fage  to  the  people  far  eafier  and  (borter  than  an  Indian 
voyage,  (though  it  could  be  failed  either  by  the  north'of 
Cataio  eaftward,  or  of  .Canada  weft  ward,)  while  our 
Spanifti  Ucenfing  gags  the  Englifli  prefs  never  fotfevere- 
}y«  But  on  the  other  fide,  that  tnfeftion:  which  i^ 
from  books  of  controverfy  in  religion,  U  more  doubtful 
and  dangerous  to  the  learned,  than  to  the  ignorant ; 
land  yet  thofe  books  muft  be  permitted  untouched  by 
the  Licenfer.  It  will  be  hard  to  inftance  where  any  ig- 
norant tnan  hath  been  ever  feduced  by  any  papiftical 
book  in  Englifli,  unlefs  it  were  commended  and  ex- 
pounded to  him  by  fome  of  that  clergy ;  and  indeed  all 
fuch  tra£Utes,  whether  falfe  or  true,  are  as  the  propbe* 
cy  of  Ifatah  was  to  the  Eunuch,  not  to  be  *^  underftood 
without  a  guide."  But  of  our  priefls  and  dodors  how 
many  have  been  corrupted  by  ftudying  the  comments 
of  Jefuits  and  Sorbonifts,  and  how  faft  thev  coiild 
iransfufe  that  corruption  into  the  people,  our  experience 
is  both  late  and  fad.  It  is  not  forgot^  fince  the  acute 
and  diftin£l  Armintus  was  perverted  merely  by  the  pe- 
rufing  of  a  namelefs  difeourfe  written  at  Delft,  which- 
at  firft  he  took  in  hand  to  confute.  Seeing  therefore 
that  thofc  books,  and  thofe  in  great  abundance  which 
are  likelieft  to  taint  both  life  and  doflrine,  cannot  be 
fupprdTed  without  the  fall  of  learning,  and  of  all  abiltty 
in  difputation,  and  that  thefe  books  of  either  fort  are 
mod  and  fooneft  catching  to  the  learned,  (from  whom 
to^  the  common  people  whatever  is  heretical  or  diflblute 
may  quickly  be  conveyed,)  and  that  evil  manners  areaa 
pcrfe£tly  learnt  without  books  in  a  thoufand  other  ways 
which  cannot  be  flopped,  and  evil  doArine  not  with 
books  can  propagate,  except  a  teacher  guide,  which  he 
might  alfo  do  without  writing,  aud:fo  beyond  prohibit- 
ing; 
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ing;  I  qtn  not  able  to  unfold^  how  this  cautelous 
enierprize  of  Licenfing  can  bq  exempted  from  the  num- 
ber of  vain  and  jmpoffible  attempts,  ^nd  he  who 
were  pleafantly  difpofed,  could  not  well  avoid  to  liken 
it  to  the  exploit  ^f  that  gallant  nian^  who  thought  to 
pound-up  the  crows  ^y  (hutting  his  park-gate.  Befides 
another  inconvenience,  if  learned,  men  be  the  fird  re- 
ceives ovit  of  jbopks^  and  difpreaders  both  of  vice  and 
errour,  how  (hail  theLicenfera  themfelves  be  confided- 
in,  unlefs  we  can  confer  upon  them,  or  they  aflTume  to 
t^iemfelves,  above  all  others  in  the  land^  the  grace  of 
infalllbiiity  and  uncorruptednefs  ?  And  again,  if  it  be 
true^  that  a  wife  man,  like  a  good  refiner,  can  gather 
gold  out  of  the  diroflieft  volume,  and  that. a  fpol  will  be  a 

.  fool  with  the  bcA  bopk,  yea,  or  without  any  book  ;  there 
is  no  reafon  that  we  (hould  deprive  a  wife  man  of  any 

.advantage  to  his  wifdotn^  ,whi]e  we  feek  to  reftrain 
from  a  fool  ^hat  which^^being  reilrained,will  be  no  hin- 
derance  to  his  folly.     For,^  if  there  (hould  be  fo  much 

.  exaAnefs  always  ufed  to  keep  that  from  him  which  is 
unfit  for  his  reading,  we(hould)  in  the  judgment,  not 
only  of  Ariftotl^,  butof  Solomon,  and  of  our  Saviour, 
not  vouchfafe  him  good  precepts,  and  by  confequence 
not  willingly  admit  him  to  good  bpoks ;  as  being  cer- 
tain that  a  wife  man  will  make  a  better  ufe  of  an  idle 
pamphlet^  than  a  fool  will  do  of  facrcd  fcripture. 
j.It^^.next  alledged,  that  we  muftnot  expofeour  felves 

^Oilfitnptations  without  neceflity;  and  next  ^o  that,  not 
epiploy  our  time  in  vain  things.  To  both  thefe  objec- 
tipQS  one  anfwer  will  (erve,  out  of  the  grounds  already 
laid,  <^  that  to  all  men  fuch  books  are  not  temptations, 
UAi vanities:. but [tonaany are]  ufcfuldrugsand  materials 
whf r^wfith  tp^temper  2fnd  compofceScfiive  and  (irong 
.  tnoikines,  whi^h.  n>an's  life  cannot  want."     The  reft, 
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as  children  and  childifli  men^  who  have  not  the  art  tu 
qualify  and  prepare  thcfe  working  minerals,  well  may 
be  exhorted  to  forbear ;  but  hindered  forcibly  they  cannot 
be^byallthc  Licenfing  that  fainted  Inquifition  couldever 
yet  contrive  :  which  is  what  I  promifed  to  deliver  nerl : 
that  this  order  of  Licenfing  conduces  nothing  to  the  end 
for  which  it  was  framed;  and  hath  almoft  prevented 
mcj  by  being  clear  already,  while  thus  much  hath  been 
explaining. 

See  the  ingenuity  of  Truth !  who,  when  (he  gets 
a  free  and  willing  hand,  opens  hcrfelf  fafter  than  the 
pace  of  Method  and  Difcourfe  can  overtake  her.  It 
was  the  ta(k  which  I  began  with,  to  (how  that  no  Nation 
or  welUinftituted  State,  if  they  valued  books  at  alL 
did  ever  ufe  this  way  of  Licenfing;  and  it  might  be 
anfwered,  "  that  this  is  a  piece  of  Prudence  lately  dif- 
covered."  To  whjch  I  return,  that,  as  it  was  a  thing 
(light  and  obvious  to  think-on,  fo,  if  it  had  been  diffi- 
cult to  (ind-out,  there  wanted  not  among  them  long 
fmce,  who  fuggefted  fuch  a  courfe;  which  they  not  fol- 
lowing, leave  us  a  pattern  of  their  judgment,  that  it  wad 
.^  not  **the  not  knowing,"  but  ''the  not  approving,"  which 
nation  of     was  the  caufe  of  their  not  ufinff  it.     Plato,  (a  man  of 

whut  Plato 

says  upon    high  authority  indeed,  but  leaR  of  all  for  his  Com^ 

Inhis book*  ^^'^'^^^^^'^')  '"  ^^^  h'^oV.  of  his  Laws,  (which  no  City 
DeRepui'  ever  yet  received,)  fed  his  fancy  with  making  many 
Edi£ts  to  his  airy  burgomaflers,  which  they  who  other- 
wife  admire  him,  wi(h  had  been  rather  buried  and  ex* 
cufed  in  the  genial  cups  of  an  academic  night-fitting. 
Jiy  which  laws  he  feems  to  tolerate  no  kind  of  Learn- 
ing, but,  by  unalterable  decree,  confifting  moft  of  prac- 
tical traditions,  to  the  attainment  whereof  a  library  of 
fmaller  bulk  than  hh  own  Dialogues  would  be  abun- 
dant. And  there  alfo  ena£ts,  that  no  poet  (hould  fo 
much  as  read  to  any  private  man  what  he  had  written^ 

until 
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until  the  Judges  and  Law-keepers  had  feen  it^  and  al-  . 
lowed  it.  But  that  Plato  meant  this  law  peculiarly  to 
that  Commonwealth  which  he  had  imagined,  and  to 
no  other,  is  evident.  Why  was  he  not  elfe  a  lawgiver 
to  hiiufelfy  but  a  tranfgreflbr^  and  to  be  expelled  by 
bis  own  magiftrates,  both  for  the  wanton  epigrams  and 
dialogues  which  he  made,  and  his  perpetual  reading  of 
Sophron,  Mimus,  and  Arillophanes,  books  of  grofleft 
infamy ;  and  alfo  for  commending  the  latter  of  them^ 
(though  he  were  the  malicious  libeller  of  his  chief 
friends,]  to  be  read  by  the  tyrant  Dionyfins,  who  had 
little  need  of  fuch  tra(h  to  fpend  his  time  on  ?  But 
that  he  knew  this  Licenfing  of  poems  had  reference  and 
dependance  to  many  other  provifoes,  there  fct-dowu  ia 
his  fancied  Republic,  which  in  this  world  pould  have 
no  place;  and  fo  neither  he  himfelf^  nor  any  Magiftratc, 
or  City,  ever  imitated  that  courfe,  which,  taken  apart 
from  thofe  other  collateral  injundlions,  mud  needs  be 
vain  and  fruitlefs.  For,  if  they  fell  upon  one  kind  of 
Aridnefs,  unlefs  their  care  were  equal  to  regulate  all 
other  things  of  like  aptnefs  to  corrupt  the  mind,  that 
(ingle  endeavour,  they  knew,  would  be  but  a  fond  la- 
bour; to  (hut  and  fortify  one  gate  againft  corruption* 
and  be  neceflitated  to  leave  others  round-about  wide- 
open.  If  we  think  to  regulate  printing,  thereby  lo 
re&ify  manners,  we  muft  regulate  all  recreations  and 
paftimes,  all  that  is  delightful  to  man.  No  mufic 
muft  be  heard,  no  foog  be  fet,  or  fung,  but  what  is  grave 
and  Doric.  There  mufi  be  LicenQng  dancers,  that  no 
gefture,  motion,  or  deportment,  be  taught  our  youth, 
but  what,  by  their  allowance,  (hall  be  thought  hoped  ; 
for  fuch  Plato  was  provided-of.  It  will  a(k  more  than 
the  work  of  twenty  Liccnfers  to  examine  all  the  lutes, 
jthe  violins,  and  guitars  in  every  houfe;  they  muftnot  be 
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*  fiitTered  to  prattle  as  they  do,  but  muft  be  Licehfed 
what  ihcy  may  fay.  And  who  (hall  filence  all  the  airs 
and  madrigals  that  whifper  foftnefs  in  chambers  ?  The 
windows  alfo,  and  the  balconies,  muft  be  thought-on ; 
there  are  (hrcwd  books,  with  dangerous  frontifpieces, 
fet  to  fale;' who  (hall  prohibit  them  ?  (hall  twenty  Licen- 
cers  ?  The  villages  alfo  muft  have  their  vilitors  to  in- 
quire what  Icftures  the  bagpipe,  and  the  rebec,  reads, 
even  to  the  ballatry  and  the  gamut  of  every  municipal 
fidler;  for  thefe  a»'e  the  countryman's  Arcadias,  and 
his  Monte  Mayors.  Next,  what  more  national  cor- 
ruption, for  which  England  hears-ill  abroad,  than 
houfehold-gluttony  ?  who  Ihall  be  the  redors  of  bur 
daily  rioting  ?  and  what  (hall  be  done  to  inhibit  the 
multitudes,  that  frequent  thofe  houfes  where  drunken- 
nefs  is  fold  and  harboured  ?  Our  garments  alfofliould 
be  referred  to  the  Licenling  of  fome  more  fober  work- 
mafters,  to  fee  them  cut  into  a  lefs  wanton  garb. 
Who  (hall  regulate  all  the  mixed  converfation  of  bur 
youth,  male  and  female  together,  as  is  the  fa(h;on  of 
this  country  ?  Who  (halt  ftill  appoint  what  (hall  be 
difcourfcd,  what  prcfumed,  and  no  further?  Laftly, 
who  fhall  forbid  and  feparate  all  idle  relort,  all  evil 
company  ?  Thefe  things  will  be,  and  muft  be.  '  But 
how  they  (hall  be  leaft  hurtful,  how  leaft  enticing, 
herein  confifts  the  grave  and  governuig  wifdom  of  a 
Stale.  To  fequefter  out  of  the  world  into  Atlantic  and 
Eutopian  politics,  which  never  can  be  dravi^n  irita 
ufe,  will  not  mend  our  condition ;  but  to  ordain  wife- 
ly, as  in  this  world  of  tvil,  in  the  midft  whereof  Gftd 
halh  placed  us  unavoidably.  Nor  is  it  Plato's  Licenfihg 
of  books  will  do  this,  which  neceffarily^  pulls  alonor*  with 
it  fo  manyother  kinds  of  Licenfing,  as  will  make  us  all 
both  ridiculous  and  weary,  and  yet  fruftrate  j  but  thofe 

unwritten, 
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unwrilte^^  or,  at  leaft,  uncoudrainin^,  laws  of  virtuous 
educations  religious  and  civil  nurture,  which  Plato  x  g 
there  n^entions,  as  the  bonds  and  ligaments  of  theCom- 
njpnweahhj  the  pillars  and  the  Aiftainers  of  every 
wrillen  (latute  5  thefe  they  be,  which  will  bear  chief 
fway  ia  fuch  matters  as  thefe,  when  all  Licenfing  will 
be  eafily  eluded.  Impunity  and  remiflnefs,  for  certain, 
are  the  bane  of  a  Commonwealth :  But  here  the  great  Art 
lies,  "  to  difcern  in  what  the  law  is  to  bid  reftraint 
and  puni(hment,  and  in  what  things  perfuafion  only  is  ^^ 
to  work."  If  every  adion  which  is  good  orevil  in  man 
at  ripe  years,  were  to  be  under  pittance,  prefcription, 
and  compulGori,  what  were  Virtue  but  a  name  ?  what  , 
praife  could  be  then  due  to  welU doing  ?  what  gramer- 
cy  to  be  fober,  juft,  or  continent  ?  Many  there  be 
that  complain  of  Divine  Providence  for  fuflfering  Adam 
to  tranfgrefs.  Foolifti  tongues  !  when  God  gave  him 
reafon,  he  gave  him  freedom  to  choofe ;  for  reafon  is 
but  choofing ;  he  had  been  elfe  a  mere  artificial  Adam, 
fuch  an  Adam  as  he  is  in  the  motions  *.  We  ourfelves 
efteem  not  of  that  obedience,  or  love,  or  gift,  which  is 
of  force.  God  therefore  left  him  free,  and  fet  before  him 
a  provoking  obje^,  ever  altnoft  in  his  eyes :  herein 
confided  his  merit,  herein  the  right  of  his  reward,  the 
praife  of  bis  abftinencc.  Wherefore  did  he  create  paf- 
fions  within  us,  pleafures  round  about  us,  but  that 
thefe,  rightly  tempered,  are  thevery  ingredients  of  Vir- 
tue ?  They  are  not  Ikilful  confiderers  of  human 
things,  who  imagine  to  remove  fin,  by  removing  the 
matter  of  fin;  for,  (befides  that  it  is  a  huge  heap,  incrcaf- 
ing  under  the  very  aft  of  dimini(hingO  though  fome 
part  of  it  may,  for  a  time,  be  withdrawn  from  fome  per* 
foQS,  it  cannot  from  all,  in  fuch  a  univerfal  thing  as 
books  are;  and,  when  this  is  done,  yet  the  fin  remains 

^ThatTs^  in  puppet  shews. 
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entire.  Though  ye  take  from  a  covetous  man  all  hi 5 
treafure,  he  has  yet  one  jewel  left ;  ye  cannot  bereave 
bim  of  his  covetoufncfs.  Banifh  all  objefts  of  luftj 
(hut-up  all  youth  into  the  fevereft  difciplinethat  can  be 
exercifcd  in  any  hermitage ;  ye  cannot  make  them 
chafte,  that  came  not  thither  fo :  fuch  great  care  and 
wifdom  is  required  to  the  right  managing  of  this  point. 
Snppofe  we  could  expel  fln  by  this  means ;  look,  how 
much  we  thus  expel  of  fin,  fo  much  we  expel  of  virlue ; 
for  the  matter  of  them  both  is  the  fame  :  remove  that, 
and  ye  remove  ihera  both  alike.  This  juftrfies  the  high 
Providence  of  God ;  who,  though  he  commands  us 
temperance,  juflice,  continence,  yet  pours-  out  before  us, 
even  to  a  profufenefs,  all  dcfirable  things,  and  gives  us 
minds  that  can  wander  beyond  all  limit  and  fatiety. 
AVhy  iliould  we  then  afFeft  a  rigour  contrary  to  the 
Inanncr  of  God  and  of  nature,  by  abridging,  or  fcanting, 
thdfe  means,  which  books,  freely  permitted,  are,  both 
to  the  trial  of  virtue,  and  the  exercife  of  truth  ?  It 
would  be  better  done,  to  learn  that  the  law  muft 
needs  be  frivolous,  which  goes  to  reftrain  things,  un- 
certainly, and  yet  equally,  working  to  Good  and  to  Evil. 
And,  were  I  the  choofer,  a  dram  of  well-doing  (hould 
be  preferred  *  before  many  times  as  much  the  forcible 
hinderance  of  cvil-doing.  For  God,  fure,  cfteems  the 
growth  and  compleating  of  one  virtuous  perfon,  more 
than  the  reflraint  of  ten  vicious.  And,  albeit  whatever 
\vc  hear  or  fee,  fitting,  walking,  travelling,  or  con- 
verfing,  may  be  fitly  called  our  hooky  and  is  of  the  fame 
efled  that  writings  are ;  yet,  grant  the  thing  to  be  pro- 
mncc"^  hil)itcd  were  only  books,  it  appears  that  this  Order  hi- 
printing      thcrto  is  far  infuflicient  to  the  end  which  it  intends. 

ontaLU  *  Thh  sentiment  agrees  with  that  ^hidi  is  expressed   by 

reuse-    is  Horace  in  the  two  followini;  verses; 

not  suiFici-  <  )derant  peccare  Boni  virtutis  atuorc ; 

cnt  to  pre-  Tu  nihil  aidmittes  in  *c  fonnidine  ixeiise. 
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Do  we  not  fee*  not  once  or  oftener,  but  weekl\%  that  vent  the 

.  .  .  .        printing  of 

continued  Court-Iibel  againft  the  Parliament  and  City,  seditious 
printed^  (as  the  wet  (heels  can  wiinefs,)  and  difperfed  thoushthat 
among  us,  for  all  that  Licenfingcan  do  ?     Yet  this  is  ^^^^['^1 
the  prime  fervice,  a  man  would  think,  wherein  this  Or-  reason  for 
der  (hould  give  proof  of  itfelf.     "If  :t  were  executed," 
you  will  fay.     But  certain,  if  execution  be  remifs,  or 
blindfold,  now,  and  in  this  particular,  what  will  it  be 
hereafter,  and  in  other  books  ?     If  then  the  order  (hall 
not  be  vain  and  fruftrate,  behold  a  new  labour,  Lords 
and  Commons  1  ye  mu(l  repeal  and  profcribe  all  fcan- 
dalous  and  unlicenfed  books  already  printed  and  divulg- 
ed :  after  ye  have  drawn  them   up  into  a  lift,  that  all 
may  know  which  are  comdemned,  and  which  not ;  and 
[ye  muft]  ordain  that  no  foreign  books  beddiverrd  out 
of  cuftody,  till  they  have  been  read-over.     This  office 
will  require  the  whole  time  of  not  a  few  overfeers,  and 
thofe  no  vulgar  men.    There  be  alfo  books  which  are 
partly  ufeful  and  excellent,  partly  culpable  and  perni- 
cious ;  this  work  will  a(k  as  many  more  Officials,   to 
make   expurgations  and  expun£tions,    that  the  com-  ry^  ^^kc  it 
monwealth  of  learning  be  not  damnified.     In    fine,  «fi«c««*l» " 

®  ^  '  must  be 

when  the  multitude  of  books  increafes  upon  their  hand?,  formed 
ye  muft  be  fain  to  catalogue  all  thofe  printers  who  are  upon  the 
found  frequently  offending,  and  forbid  the  importation  {jirLiccn- 
of  their  whole  (ufpefted  typography.     In  a  word,  ihat""Sordi- 
this  your  Order  may  be  exa6l,  and  oot  deficient,  ye  theinquisi- 
muft  reform  it  perfeSly  according  to  the  model  of  '  "* 
Trent  and  Sevil ;  which,  1  know,  ye  abhor  to  do.  Yet, 
though  ye  (hould  condefcend  to  this,  (which  God  for- 
bid!) the  Order  ftill  would  be  but  fruitlefs  and  defedlive  xhesc  res- 
to  that  end  whereto  yc  meant  it.     If  to  prevent  ftffts  Jj^j"|^"J|^'* 
and  fchifms,  who  is  fo  unread,  or  uncalechifed,  in  ftory  ^^^^^  P'"i 

^^^^  neither 

that  hath  not  heard  of  many  fe£ts  refufing  books  as  a  prevent  the 
hindrance^  and  preferving  their  dddrine  unmixed,  forf^g,^ 
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nor  con?  -  ^^^Y .^'^h  Only  by  unwritten  traditions?     Thcchrif*- 

butctothe  tian  faith,  (for  that  was  once  a  Schtfm  !)  is  not  im- 

mcnt  of  the  known  to  havc  fpread  all  over  Afia,  ere  any  Gotpcl  or 

rhc^peopief  ^piftlc  was  feen  in  writing.  If  the  amendment  of  man-^ 

ners  be  aimed-at,  look  into  Italy  and  Spain,  whetlier 

thofe  places  be  one  fcruple  the  better,  the  honefter,  the 

wifer,    the  chafer,   (ince  all   the  Inquifitional  rigour 

that  hath  been  executed  upon  books. 

It  is  almost      Another  reafon,  whereby  to  make  it  plain  that  this 

impossible  .n       •  •      '  i 

to  find  i»«r-  Order  will  mifs  the  end  it  feeks,  confidcr  by  the  quali- 
ly  quaUficd'  ^X  which  ought  lo  be  in  every  Licenfer.     It  cannot  be 

Bcrs^^hat"  ^^"*^*''   ^"'  ^^^'  ^^  ^^^  ^*  made  judge  to  fit  upon 
\vili  under-  the  birth   or  death  of  books,  whether  they  may  be 

fice.  wafted   into  this  world  or  not,  had  need  to  be  a  mahj 

above  the  common  meafure,  both  (ludious,  learned, 
and  judicious  :  there  may  be  elfe  no  mean  miftakes  in 
the  cenfure  of  what  is  pafTable,  or  not ;  which  is  alfo 
no  mean  injury..  If  he  be  of  fuch  worth  as  behoves 
him,  there  cannot  be  a  tnore  tedious  and  unpleafing 
journeywork,  a  greater  lofs  of  lime  levied  upon  his 
head,  than  to  be  made  the  perpetual  reader  of  uncho* 
fen  booksand  pamphlets,  oft-iimes  huge  volumes.  There 
is  no  book  that  is  acceptable,  unlefs  at  certain  feafons ; 
but  to  be  enjoined  the  reading  of  that  at  all  times, 
and  in  a  hand  fcarce  legible,  whereof  three  pages 
would  not  down  at  any  time  in  the  fairefi  print,  is  an 
impofition  which  I  cannot  believe  how  he  that  values 
time,  and  his  own  (ludies,  or  is  but  of  a  leufible  nof- 
tril,  (hould  be  able  to  endure.  In  tliis  one  thing  I 
crave  leave  of  the  prefent  Licenfers  to  be  pardoned  for 
fo  thinkmg ;  who,  doubtlefs,  took  this  office  up,  look- 
ing on  it  through  their  obedience  to  the  Parliament  j 
whofecommand,  perhaps,  made  all  things  fcem  eafyand 
unlaborious  to  them.  But  that  this  fliort  trial  hath 
wearied  them  out  already,  their  own  expreflions  and 

cxcufes^ 


ftxcxittSj  ib  them  who  makefo  many  journeys  to  rollicit 
ibeir  Licence,  are  teftimony  enough.  Seeing  therefore 
that  thofe  who  nowpolTefs  the  employment,  by  all  evident 
figUfi,  wifli  themfelves  well  rid  of  it,  and  that  no  mam 
of  worthy  none  that  is  not  a  plain  un thrift  of  his  own. 
hours,  is  ever  Kkely  to  fucceed  them,  except  he^  mean  . 
to  put  himfelf  to  the  faTar)  of  a  prefs-correftor ;  we 
may  eafily  fdrefee  what  kind  of  Licenfers  we  are  to 
exped  hereafter;  either  ignorant,  imperious,  and 
remifs,  or  bafely  pecaniary.  This  is  what  I  had  to 
?fiiow,  wherein  this  Order  cannot  conduce  to  that  end, 
thereof  it  bears  the  intention. 

I  laftly  proceed  from  the  no  good  it  can  do,  to  the  The  Oidi* 
manifejl  hurt  it  caufcs,  in  being,  firft,  the  greateft  dif-  against 
couragement  and  affront  that  can  be  offered  to  Learning  b[)St«wiih- 
and  to  Learned  men.  It  was  the  complaint  and  lamenta*  ^^^  *  ^'" 
tion  of  Prelates,  upon  every  the  lead  breath  of  a  motion  great  dis- 
to  remove  Pluralities,  and  diftribute  more  equally  the  i^iJJ^o* 
Church-revenues,  "  that  then  all  Learning  would  be  for  ['^'LJ^f^. 
ever  dafiied  and  difcouraged."   But  as  for  that  opinion,  ed  men. 
I  never  found  caufe  to  think,  that  the  tenth  part  of 
Learning  ftood,  or  fell,with  the  Clergy :  nor  could  I  ever 
but  hold  it  for  a  fordid  and  unworthy  fpeech  of  any 
Churchman,  who  had  a  competency  left  him.   If  there^ 
fore  ye  be  loth  to  difhearten  utterly  and  difcontent, 
not  the  mercenary  crew  of  falfe  pretenders  to  learning, 
but  the  free  and  ingenuous  fort  of  fuch  as'  evidently 
were  born  to  ftudy  and  love  Learning  for  itfelf,  not  for 
lucre,  or  any  other  end,  hut  the  fervice  of  God  and  of 
Truth,  and  perhaps  that  lafting  Fame  and  perpetuity  of 
praife,  which  God  and  good  men  have  confented  (ball 
be  the  reward  of  thofc,  whofe  publifhed  Labours  ad- 
vance the  good  of  mankind  :  then  know,  that  fo  far 
to  diftruft  the  judgment  and  th8  honefty  of  one  who 

bath 
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hath  but  a  common  repute  in  learning,  and  never  yet 
offended,  as  not  to  count  him  fit  to  print  his  mind 
without  a  Tutor  and  Examiner,  left  he  (hould  drop  a 
fchifm,  or  fomething  of  corruption,  i^  the  greateft  dif- 
pleafure  and  indignity  to  a  free  and  knowing  fpirity 
that  can  be  put  upon  him.  What  advantage  is  it  to 
be  a  man,  over  it  is  to  be  a  boy  at  fchool,  if  we  have 
only  efcaped  the  ferula,  to  come  under  the  fefcue  of  an 
Imprimatur  ?  If  ferious  and  elaborate  writings,  as  if 
they  were  no  more  than  the  theme  of  a  grammar-lad 
under  his  pedagogue,  mud  not  be  uttered  without  the 
curfory  eyes  of  a  temporizing  and  extemporizing 
Licenfcr  ?  He  who  is  not  Irufted  with  his  own  a6lions, 
his  drift  not  being  known  to  be  evil,  and  (landing  to 
the  hazard  of  law  and  penalty,  has  no  great  ai^ument 
to  think  himfelf  reputed  in  the  commonwealth  where- 
in he  was  born,  for  other  than  a  fool  or  a  foreigner. 
When  a  man  writes  to  the  world,  he  fummons^up  all 
his  reafon  and  deliberation  to  aflid  him  ;  he  fearches 
meditates,  is  induftrious,  and  likely  coniults  and  con- 
fers with  his  judicious  friends ;  after  all  which  done, 
he  takes  himfelf  to  be  informed  in  what  he  writes,  as 
well  as  any  that  writ  before  him  ;  if  in  this,  the  mod 
confummate  a£l  of  his  fidelity  and  ripenefs,  no  years, 
noinduftry,  no  former  proof  of  his  abilities,  can  bring 
him  to  that  ftatc  of  maturity,  as  not  to  be  ftill  mif- 
trufted  and  fufpedted,  unlefs  he  carry  all  his  confide- 
rate  diligence,  all  his  midnight  watching,  and  expenfe 
^•®'  of  Palladian  oil,  tothe  hafty  view  of  anunleifuredLicen- 
fer,  perhaps  much  his  younger,  perhaps  far  his  inferior 
in  judgment,  perhaps  one  who  never  knew  the 
labour  of  book^writing ;  and,  if  he  be  not  repulfed,  or 
(lighted,  muft  appear  in  print  like  a  puny  with  his 
Guardian,  and  bis  Cenfor's  hand  on  the  back  of  his 

title. 
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lUle,  to  be  his  bail  and  furety,  that  he  is  no  ideot  or 
feduceV  ;  it  cannot  be  but  a  dishonour  and  derogation 
to  the  author,  to  the  book,  to  the  privilege  and  digni- 
ty of  Learning.  And  what  if  the  author  (hall  be  one 
fo  copious  of  fancy,  as  to  have  many  things,  well  worth 
the  adding,  come  into  his  mind  after  Licenfing,  while 
the  book  is  yet  under  the  prefs,  (which  not  feldom 
happens  to  the  heft  and diligenteft  writers;)  and  that 
perhaps  a  dozen  times  in  one  book  ?  The  printer 
dares  not  go  beyond  his  Licrnfed  copy;  fo  often  then 
muft  the  author  trudge  to  his  Leave-giver,  that  thofe 
his  new  infertions  may  be  viewed  $  and  many  a  jaunt 
iB^^ill  be  made,  'ere  that  Licenfer,  (for  it  muft  be  the  fame 
man,)  can  either  be  found,  or  found  at  leifure.  Mean 
while  either  the  prefs  muft  ftand  ftill,  (which  is  no  fmall 
damage,)  or  the  author  lofe  his  accurateft  thoughts,  and 
fend  the  book  forth  worfe  than  he  had  made  it ;  which 
to  a  diligent  writer  is  the  greatcft  melancholy  and 
vexation  that  can  befall.  And  how  can  a  man  leach 
with  authority,  which  is  the  life  of  teaching ;  how  can 
he  be  a  do£tor  in  his  book  (as  he  ought  to  be,  or  elfe 
had  better  be  filent,)  whenas  all  he  teaches,  all  he 
delivers,  is  but  under  the  tuition,  under  the  correSion 
of  his  patriarchal  Licenfer,  to  blot  or  alter  what  precise- 
ly accords  not  with  the  hide-bound  humour  which 
he  calls  his  judgment  ?  When  every  acu'e  reader, 
upon  the  firft  fight  of  a  pedantic  Licence,  will  be  ready, 
to'ith  thefe  like  words,  to  ding  the  book  a  coil's  diftance 
from  him,  "  I  hate  a  pupil  teacher,  I  endure  not  an 
inftruftor  that  comes  to  me  under  the  wardfhip  of  an 
over-feeing  fift.  I  know  nothing  of  the  Licenfer,  b6t 
that  I  have  his  own  hand  here  for  his  arroscance :  who 
ihall  warrant  me  his  Judgement?"  "  The  State,  fir," 
replies  the  ftationer :  but  has  a  quick  return,  "  the  State 
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fliall  be  my  Oovernors^  hut  not  my  Critics  y  tli^y  may 
be  miAaken  in  the  choice  ofa,Licenrer,  as.  ca^ly  as  this 
Ljqenrer,may  be  mifta^en  in  an  author.    This  is  fome 
coDimpi^  Qiiff'/*  ami  he  might  add  from  fir  Francis 
BacoO)  that  '^  fiich  aut^oriz^d  bopks  are  bpt  the  lan« 
N.B.     guage  of  the  tiroes."    For,  though  aLicenfer  (hould 
bappen  to  be  judicious  n^ore  than  ordinary,  (which  will 
be  a  great  jeopardy  of  the   next  fucceflion,)   yet  his 
very  office,  and  his  commiflion,  enjoins  him  to  let  pafs 
nothing  but  what  is-vUlgarly  received  already*    Nay, 
which  is  more  lamentable,  if  the  work  of  any  deceafed 
author^  (though  never  fo  famous  m  his  lifetime,  and 
even  to  this  day,)  comes  to  their  hands  for  Licence  to 
be  printed,  or  reprinted,  if  there  be  found  in  his  book 
one    fentence  of  a  venturous  edge,  uttered  in   the 
height  of  zeal,  (and  who  knows  \\rhether  it  might  not 
be  the  dilate  of  a  divine  fpirit  ?)  yet  not  fuiting  witl> 
every  low,  decrepit,  humour  of  their  own,  (though  it 
were  Knox  himfelf,  the  reforn^er  of  a  kingdom,  that 
fpake  it,)   they  will  not  pardon  him  their  dafh;  the 
fenfe  of  that  great  man  (hall  to  all  pof^erity  be  loft,  for 
the  fearf ulnefs,  or  the  prefumptuous  raihnefs,  of  a  per- 
functory Licenfer.      And  to    wh^t  an    author  this 
violence  hath  been  lately  done,  and  in  what  book  of 
gveateft  confequeuce  to  be  faithfully  publifhed,  I  could 
pow  inflance,  but  (hall  fojrbear  till  a  more  convenient 
feafon.  Yet,  if  thefe  things  be  not  refented  ferioufly  and 
timely  by  them  w*ho  have  the  remedy  in  their  power, 
but  that  fuch  ifon-moulds  as  thefe  (hall  have  authority 
to  gnaw -out  the  cboiced  periods  of  exquifiteft  books, 
and  to  commit  fuch  a  tre^^cherous  fraud  againft  the 
orphan  remainders  of  worthieft  men  after  death,  the 
more  forrow  will  belong  to  that  baplefs  race  of  men, 
whofe  misfortune  it  is  to  have  underflanding.     Hence- 
forth 
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forth  let  no  man  care  to  learn,  or  care  to  be  'tnore 

'than  worldly-wise ;  for,  certainly,  in  higher  matters  to 

le  Ignorant  and  flothful,  to  be  a  common,  fteadfaft, 

Junce,  will  be  the  only  pleafant  life,  and  only  in  requeft. 

And,  as  it  is  a  particular  difefteeni  of  every  knowing  jj^j^ 
perfon  alive,  and  nioft  ihiurious  to  the' written  labours  !"'?** '.^ 
and  monuments  of  the  dead,  fo  to  riie  it  feems  an  offered  to 
undervaluing  and  vilifying  of  the  whole  Nation.     I  people  of 
cannot  fet  fo  light  by  all  the  Invention,  the  Art,  the  ^'"^Jj^"^,^ 
Wit,  the  crave  andfolidJudcineht,  which  is  in  Eng- >"«'*>«"»  *<* 

-,       ,  °      .  ,  .        .    ,    -  .     besoigno- 

tand,  as  that  it  can  be  comprehended  in  any  twenty  rant,  weak, 
capacities,  how  good  foever;  much  lefs  that  it  fhouW  dy,  as  to  be 
not  paTs,  except  their  fuperintendence  be  over  it, — except  5JJ.f„*"f2  ^^ 
it  be  fifted  and  (trained  with  their  ftrainers,— that  it  astray,  by 

^      tj    t_  -1  s    •  in  every  new 

inouid   be   uncurrent    without   their   manual   Itamp.  book  that 
Truth  and  Underflanding  are  not  fuch  wares  as  to  be  ^l^^ 
monopolized  and  traded-in  by  tickets,    and  (latiites, 
and  ftandards.     We  muft  not  think  to  make  a  ftaple 
commodity  of  all  the  Knowledge  in  the  land,  to  mark 
and  Licenfe  it  like  our  broad-cloth  and  our  woolpacks. 
What  is  it  but  a  fervitude,   like  that  impofed  by  the 
Philiftines,  not  to  be  allowed  the  (harpening  of  our 
own  axes  and  coulters,  but  we  muft  repair  from  all 
quarters  to   twenty  Licenfing  forges  ?     Had  any  one 
written  and  divulged  errbueous  things  and  fcandalous 
to  honeft  life,  mifufing  and  forfeiting  the  cfteem  had 
of  his  reafon  among  men, — if,  after  conviflion,    this 
only  cenfiire  were  adjudged  him,  "  that  he  fhould  never 
henceforth  write,  but  what  were  firft  examined  by  an 
appointed  officer,  whofe  hand  fliould  be  annexed  to 
pafs  his  credit  for  him,  that  now  he  might  be  fafely 
'  read  ;'*  it  could  noi  be  apprehended  lefs  than  adifgrace- 
ful  puiiiflbment.     Whence,  to  include  the  whole  Na- 
tion, and  thofe  that  never  yet  thus  offended,  under  fuch 

a  diffident 
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a  diffident  aiid  fufpcdful  prohibition^  may  plainly  be 
underflood  what  a  difparagement  it  is.  So  much  the 
more,  whenas  debtors  and  delinquents  may  walk-abroad 
without  a  keeper,  but  unoflTensive  books  mud  not  flir« 
forth  without  a  vifible  jailor  in  their  title.  Nor  is  it 
to  the  common  people  lefs  than  a  reproach  ;  for,  if  we 
be  fo  jealous  over  them  as  that  we  dare  not  trull  them 
with  an  Englifli  pamphlet,  what  do  we  but  cenfure 
them  for  a  giddy,  vicious,  and  ungrounded  people ;  in 
fuch  a  fick  and  weak  eftate  of  faith  and  difcretion,  as 
to  be  able  to  take  nothing  down  but  through  the  pipe 
of  a  Licenfer  ?  That  this  is  care,  or  love^  of  them,  we 
cannot  pretend ;  whenas  in  thofe  Popi(h  places,  where 
the  laiety  are  mod  hated  and  defpifed,  the  fame  Arid- 
nefs  is  ufed  over  them.  Wifdom  we  cannot  call  it ; 
becaufe  it  Aops  but  one  breach  of  licence  ;  nor  that 
neither:  whenas  thofe  corruptions,  which  it  feeks  to 
prevent,  break-in  fader  at  other  doors,  which  cannot 
be  (hut. 

It  is  also  s  A        . 

disgmoe  to  And  in  conclufion,  it  reflcSs  to  the  difrepute  of  our 
tcrs  byTup-  "^'^ifters  alfo,  of  whofe  labours  we  fliould  hope  belter, 
P^'"«^  and  of  the  proficiency  which  their  flock  reaps  by  them, 
have  so  in-  than  that,  afterall  thisLight  of  the  Gofpel  which  is,  and 
their  flocks  '^  ^^  ^^>  ^"^  ^1  ^'^i^  continual  preaching,  they  (h'ould 
theHi"'r*^*f  ^^  ^*''  frequented  with  fuch  an  unprincipled,  unedifi- 
■sainst  the  ed,  and  la-ic,  rabble,  as  that  the  whiff  of  every  new 

influcuceof  ,  ^ 

bad  books,  pamphlet  fhould  dagger  them  out  of  their  Catechifm 
and  Chndian  walking.  This  may  have  much  reafon 
to  difcourage  the  miniders,  when  fuch  a  low  conceit  is 
had  of  vail  their  exhortations,  and  the  benefiting  of 
their  hearers,  as  that  they  are  not  thought  fit  to  be 
turned  loofc  to  three  fteets  of  paper  without  a  Licenfer; 
that  all  the  fcrmons,  all  the  leftures,  preached,  printed, 
and  vended,  in  fuch  numbers,and  fuch  volumes,  as  have 

now 
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now  well-nigh  made  all  other  books  unfaleable,  (hould 
not  be  armour  enough  againft  one  finglc  Enchiridion^ 
without  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo  of  an  Imprimaiur, 

AnVI,  left  fome  (hould  perfuade  ye.  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, that  thefe  arguments  of  learned  men's  difcou- 
ragement  at  this  your  Order  are  mere  flourifhes,  and 
not  real,  I  could  recount  what  I  have  feen  and  heard 
in  other  countries,   where  this  kind  of  Inquifiiion 
tyrannizes ;    when   I   have  fat  among  their  learned  The  learn- 
men,   (for  that   honour   I   had,)  and   been   counted  jfaiTu-^' 
happy  to  be  born  in  fuch  a  place  of  Philofophic  free-  rented  the 
dom,  as  they  fuppofed  England  was,  while  themfelves  upon  the 
did  nothing  but  bemoan  the  fervile   condition  into  /he  prt^ 
which  Learning  amongft  them  was  brought  ;-r-that  this  J'?!^*''^*^^ 
was  it  which  had  damped  the  glory  of  Italian  wits  3  under,  and 

,  I  •        t      1  I  1  1     r  consideredtt 

— that  notlnnghad  been  there  written  now  thefe  many  as  the  cause 
years  but   flattery  and  fuftian.     There  it  was  that  I  s^te  of^^^ 
found  and  vifited   the  famous  Galileo,  ficrown*old,  a  l^^rnins 

.  among 

prKoner  to  the  Inquifition,  for  thinking  in  Aftronomy  them, 
otherwife  than  the  Francifcan  and  Dominican  Licenfcrs 
thought.  And,  though  I  knew  that  England  then  was 
groaning  loudeft  under  the  Prelatical  yoke,  neverthe- 
kfs  I  took  it  as  a  pledge  of  future  happinefs,  that 
other  nations  were  fo  perfuaded  of  her  Liberty.  Yet 
was  it  beyond  my  hope,  that  thofe  worthies  were  then 
breathing  in  her  air,  who  (hould  be  her  leaders  to 
fuch  a  deliverance,  as  (hall  never  be  forgotten  by  any 
revolution  of  time  that  this  world  hath  to  iinifh. 
When  that  was  once  begun,  it  was  as  little  in  my 
fear,  that  what  words  of  complaint  I  heard  among 
learned  men  of  other  parts  uttered  againft  the  Inquifi- 
tion, the  fame  I  (hould  hear  by  as  learned  men  at  T^>t  ^^ 
home  uttered  in  the  time  of  Parliament  againft  an  pUim  u 
Order  of  Licenfing;  and  that  fo  generally,  ttat,  when  I  JSly  made 

had 
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!>yt^e        had  difcl6f«d  myfelf  a  companion  of  theirrdifcionteaf, 

learned         ».,/.  •/«.»  ii  •  n 

men  of       I  might  fay,  (if  wiihout  envy^)  that  be  whom  ^cn  bcmeit 
Kngdnd.     Qu^(iQ|.(iiip  \^gj^  endeared  to  the  Sicilians^  iwasnot 

more  by  them   unportuned  againft  Vcrres,  thaa  the 
favotirabie  0)Mnioa  which  I  had  among  many  :wtK> 
honour  ye,  and  areknown.and  r^fpedled  by  ye,  load- 
ed me  with  entreaties  and  per&iafions, .  that  I  would 
not  defpair  to  lay-together  that  which  juft  reafon 
ihonld  bring  into,  my  mind,  toward  the  removal  of  an 
madeferved  thraldom  upon  Learning.    That  this  is  iH»t 
therefore  the  difburdening  of  a  parliicular!  fancy,  but 
the  common  grievance  of  all  thofeivho  had  prepared 
their  minds  aod  Audies  above  the  vulgar .  pitch,   to 
advance  tmth  in  others,  and  from  others  to  entertain 
it,  thus  much  may  fatisfy ,  And,  in  their  name,  I  {hall^ 
for  neither  friend  nor  foe,  conceal  what  the  general 
murmur  is;  that,  if  it  come  to  Inqutfitioaiog  again, 
and '  Licenfing,  *and  that  we  are  fo  timorous  of  our- 
felves,and  fufpicious  of  all  imen,  as  to  fear  each  book, 
and  theihaking  of  every  leaf,  before  we  know  what 
This  res-     the  contents  are;  if  fomewho,  but  of  late,  were  little 
printing^"  '^^^^r^h*^  fi'^ced  from  preaching,  (hall  come:  now 
•  spccici  of  to/  filence  us  from  reading,  except  what  they  pleafe^  it 
roilarto      cannot  be  gneiTed  what  is  intended  by  fome  but  a 
the  people  fccond  tyranny  ovtr  Learning :  and  will,  foont  put  it 
def^Hatc  ^"  t  of  controverfy,  tha^Bifliops  and  Prefby ters  are  the 
Bishops,      fame  to  us,  both  name  and  thing*    That  thofe evils  of 
*  Prelaty  which  before,  from-fivc  or. fix  and  twenty  fees, 
were  diftributively  charged  upon  the/ whole   people, 
will  now  light  wholly  upon  Learnings  is  notobfcnre  to 
us:  whenas  now  the  paftor  of  afraall,  unlearned,  parifli^ 
on  the  fadden  (haH  be  exalted' Ai*«hbi(hop  over  a  large 
diocefe  of  books,  and  yet  not  remove,  but  keep  his 
other  cure  too,  a  myftical  pluralift.    He  who  but  of 

latp 


late  cried-dpwn  the  fole  ordination  of  every  novice 
bachelor  of  art,  and  denied  fole  juridiSion  over  the 
fiaipleft  pari(hioncr^  (hall  now^  at  home  in  his  private 
chair^  aflume  both  thefe  oyer  worthieft  and  excellenteft 
books,  and  ableft  authors  that  write  them.    This  is 
not,  ye  Covenants  and  Proteftations  that  we  have 
made !  this  is  not  tq  put-down  Prelaty ;  this  is  bvit  U> 
chop  an  Epifcopacy ;  this  is  but  to  tranflate  the  pala^ 
Metropolitan  from  one  kind  of  dominion  into  another:^ 
this  is  but  an  old  C^M^onical  flight  of  commuting  our 
penance.    To  ftarile  thus  betimes  at  a  mere  unlicenfed 
pamphlet,  will,  after  a  y/hile,  be  afraid  of  every  Coiv* 
venticle :  and,  a  while  after,  will  make  a  Conventicle  qf 
every  Cbridian  meeting.     But  I  am  certain,  that  a 
Stale  governed  by  the  rules  of  juQice  and/ortitude,  or 
•a  ChuQch  ^uilt  and  founded  upon  the  rock  of  faith  and 
true  knowledge,  cannot  be  fo  pufiUanimous.    While 
things  are  yet  not  conftituted  in  religion,  that  freedom 
of  writing  (hould  be  reilrained  by  a  difcipline  imitated 
from  the  Prelates,  and    learned  by  them  from  the 
Inquifition,  to  fliut  us  up  all  again  into  the  breaft  of  a 
Ucenfer,  muft  needs  give  caufe  of  doubt  and  difcourage- 
ment  to  all  learned  and  religious  men :  who  cannot 
but  difcern  the  finenefs  of  this  politic  drift,  and  who 
are  the   contrivers ;   that   while  Bifliops  were  to  be ,  . 
baited-down,  then  all  preflTes  might  be  open ;  it  was  to  the  pride 
the  people's  birthright  and  privilege  in  time  of  Parlia-  cuting^spt^it 
ment;  it  was  the  breaking-fbrth  of  Light.    But  now,  th^7(»by. 
the  Bifliops  abrc^ated  and  voided  out  of  the  church,  *«"*"  ^ler- 
as  if  our  reformation  fought  no  more,  but  to  make  room 
for  others  [to  enter]  into  their  feats  under  another  name; 
the  Epifcopal  arts  begin  to  bud  again ;  the  cruife  of 
tnitb  muft  run  no  more  oil ;   liberty  of  printing  muft 
be  enthralled  agai^  under  a  Prelatical  commiflion  of 

a  twenty; 
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twenty  ;  the  Privilege  of  the  people  nulfifietf ;  and 
(which  is  woHe,)  the  fireeflom  of  Learning  muft  groan 
again^  ami  to  her  old  fetters  :  all  this^  the  Pariiameat 
yet  frtting.  Although  tbeir  own  late  argumenta  and 
defences  againft  the  Prelates  nright  remember  them^ 
4hat  this  obftruding  violence  meets>  for  the  moft  parf^ 
with  an  event  utterly  oppofite  to  the  end  which  il 
drives-at:  inftead  of  fiippreffing  Se£la  and  Scbifms,  it 
raifes  them,  and  mvefts  them  with  a  reputation :  *'  the 
puniihing  bf  wits  enhances  their  authority/^  faith  the 
•^fcount  St.  Albans ;  ^  and  a  forbidden  writing  i» 
thought  to  be  a  certain  fpark  of  truths  that  flies-np  in 
the  faces  of  them  who  feek  to  tread  it  out.**  Thh 
Order  therefore  may  prove  a  nurfing-mother  to  Se£b  z 
but  I  AaM  eaffly  (bow  how  it  will  be  a  ftep-dame  to 
truth  :  and>  firft^  by  dtfenabling  us  to  the  maintenaner 
of  what  is  known  alseady. 
Ttie  pre-  VfeW  knows  lie  who  ufes  to  confider^  that  our  faitb 
Yendns  the  and  knowledire  thrives  by  exercife,  as  well  m  oup 

publication    .  .  .  .  - 

of  new  opi^  limbs  and  complexioiK    Truth  i«  compared  in  fcrip« 

Wndrariceto^*^''^  *^  a  ftreaming  Fountam  ;  if  her  waters  flow  not 

Jcd'^'orth   '**  *  perpetual  progre(fion,  they  ficken  into  a  muddy 

truth,  and    pool  of  Conformity  and  tradition.    A  man  may  be  4 

grounds  on  hcrctic   in  the  truth ;  and  if  he  beKeve  things  only 

ruik!^  '^ "  becaufe  his  pallor  fays  fo^  or  the  a(&embly  fo-delermines^ 

without  knowing  other  reafon,  though  his-  belief  be 

true,  yet  ^he  very  truth  he  bolds  becomes  his  herefy^ 

There  is  not  any  burden,  that  fome  would  gladlier  poft-^ 

off  to  another,  than  the  charge  and  care  of  their  religi-r 

on.    There  be, — ^who  knows  not  that  there   be  ?   of 

proteftants  and  profefibrs,  who  live  and  die  in  as  errant 

^(kscri|>-   an  implicit  faith,  as  any    lay-papift  of  Loretto.     A 

Ivxurious    wealthy  man,  addi£fced  to  his   pleafure  and   to   his 

ORtolairtT  P'^^'>  ^°<^^  religion  to  be  a  traffic  fo  entangled,  and 

of 
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of  fo  many  piddling  accounts,  that|  of  all  myfteries,  he  restgnios 
cannot  (kill  to  keep  a  (lock  going  up9n  that  trade,  inmattcn 
What  (houki  he  do?     Fain  he  would  have  the  name  tothedUc#^ 
to  be  religious ;  fain  he  would  bear-up  with  his  neigh-  ^  **^m 
lours  in  that.    What  does  he,  therefore,  but  refolves 
to  gtve*over  toiling,  and   to  find  himfelf  out  fome 
^aftor,  to  whofe  care  and  credit  he  may  commit  the 
^^Mrhole  managing  of  his  religious  affairs ;  fome  divine 
^yf  note  and  eftimation  that  muft  be.    To   him  he 
-sidheres,  reiigns  the  whole  warehoufe  of  his  religion^ 
^^vtth  all  the  locks  and  keys,  into  his  cuftody;    an4 
indeed  makes  the  verj'  perfon  of  that  man  his  religion; 
adeems  his  aflbciating  with  him  a  fufEcient  evidence  ^ 

-^xid  commendatory  of  his  own  piety.    So  that  a  man 
'snay  fay  his  religion  is  now  no  more  within  himfelf^ 
l>ut  is  become  a  dividual  moveable,   and  goes  and 
comes  near  him,  according  as    that  good  man  fre- 
quents the  houfe.     He  entertains  hin,  gives  him 
gifts,  feafts  him,  lodges   him|    his    religion  comes 
home  at  night,  prays,  is  liberally  fupped,  and  fumptu-^ 
«ufly  laid   to  fleep ;    rifes,  is  faluted,  and  after  the 
malmfey,  or  fome    welUfpiced    bruage,    and    better 
^breakfafted  than  he  whofe  morning-appetite  would  have 
gladly  fed  on  green  figs  between  Bethany  and  Jerufa* 
lem;  his  religion  walks-abroad  at  eight,  and  leaves  his 
icind  entertainer  in  the  (hop,  trading  all  day  without 
his  religion. 

Another  fort  there  be,  who,  when  they  hear  that  all  ^  -^^^^ 
^tngs  (hill  be  ordered,  all  things  regulated  and  fet-  outwird 
tied;  nothing  mitten  but  what  pafles  through  the a^ingfrom 
^uftom-houfe  of  certain  publicans,  that  have  the  ton-  ISd°Indo^ 
siaging  and  poundaging  of  all  free-fpoken  truth;  wilP^***^  ^* 
ilraight  give  themfelves  up  into  your  hands ;  make  them  with  an  in 
and  cut  them  out  what  religion  ye  pleafe:   there  be  matters  tf 

<^  &  recreations 
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w|»p^f  rccrealiiins  ami  jolly  paflimes,  that  wHI  feich  the  daf 
oonsv:-  about  from  fun  to  fuo,  and  rock  the  tedious  year  as  in 
iTirrS-*^  a  delightful  dream.  What  need  they  torture  their 
tntiotupon  head*  with  that  which  others  have  taken,  fo  flriflly, 

.the  liberty  '  ' 

of  theprcss,  and  fa  unalterably)  into  their  own  pnrvcying  I     T heie 

Uic^V  ^  ^^^  ^^^  fruitg,.  which  a  dull  eafc  and  reflation  of  our. 

knowledge  will  bring* forth  among  the  people.     How 

goodly,  and  how  to  be  wiflied,  were  fuch  an  obedient 

unanimity  as  this  ?     What  a  Rut  conformity  would 

it  ftarch  us  all  into  ?  Doubllcfs  a  ftauncb  and  folLd 

piece  of  frame-work,  as  any  January  could  freeze-togcr 

tbcr. 

mndthe         Nor   much  better  will  be  the  confequence  evea 

^rowi^  among  the  Clergy  thenifelves.    It  is  no  new  thing  never 

Pint  of       heard*of  before,  for  a  parochial  minifler,  who  has  his 

irroundso(  reward,  and  is  at  his  Hercules  Pillars  in  a  warm  beno- 

c  igion.      g^^^  ^^  ^^  eafily  inclinable,  if  he  have  nothing  elfc 

that  may  roufe*up  his  Audits,  to  finifli  his  circuit  iu 
an  £iigli(h  concordance  and  a  topic  Folio,  the  gather- 
ings and  favings  of  a  fober  graduateiliip,  a  Harmony 
and  a  Catena,  treading  the  con(lant  round  of  certain 
common  doSrinal  heads,  attended  with  their  ufes, 
motives,  marks  and  means ;  out  of  which,  as  out  of 
jlxi  alphabet,  or  Sol  Fa,  by  forming  and  transforming, 
"^  joining  and  disjoining  varioufly,  a  little  book»craft,  and 
4.WO  hours  meditation,  might  furniOi  .him  unfpeakably 
to  the  perfi)rmance  of  more  than  a  weekly  charge  of 
fcrmoning :  not  to  reckon-up  the  infinite  helps  of  in« 
terlinearics,  breviaries,  fynopfes,  and  other  loitering 
gear.  But,  as  for  the  multitude  of  rerxru^ns,  ready-print- 
ed and  piied-up,  on  every  text  that  is  not  difficult,  our 
London  trading  St.  Thomas  in  his  veftry  ,  and  add  to 
bout  St.  Martin  and  St.  Hugh,  have  not  within  their 
haliowcd  limiis  more  vendible  ware  of  all  forts  ready- 

.   .  made; 
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tasiAt :  fo  that  penury  he  never  need  fear  of  pulpil-pro- 
vifion^  having  where  fo  plenteoufly  to  refrefli  his  ma- 
gazine. But,  if  hts  rear  and  flanks  be  not  impaled,  if 
his  back-door  be  not  fecured  by  the  rigid  Liccnfer,  bitt 
that  a  bald  book  may  now  and  then  ifliie-forth,  and 
give  the  aflault  fo  fomeofhis  old  coll^ioiTS  in  the 
trenches,  it  will  concern  him  then  to  keep  waking,  to 
Hand  in  watch,  to  fet  good  guards  and  fentinels  abbut 
his  received  opinions,  to  walk  the  round  and  counter- 
found  with  his  feHow-infpeftors,  fearitig  left  any  of  his 
iloek  be  feduccd,  who  alfo  then  would  be  hetler  in- 
ftructed,  better  exercifed  and  difciplincd.  And  God  fend 
thil  the  fear  of  this  diligence,  which  niuft  then  be  ufed, 
do  not  make  us  affedl  the  lazinefs  of  a  Licenfing  church ! 
'  For,  if  we  be  fure  we  are  in  the  right,  and  do  not  hold 
tJic  truth  guiltily,  which  becomes  not;^f  weourfelve^ 
comdemn  not  our  own  weak  and  frivolous  teaching^ 
and  the  people  for  an  untaught  and  irreligious,  gadding^ 
tout ;  what  can  be  more  fair,  than,  when  a  man  judi-^ 
cious,  learned,  and  of  a  confcieuce,  for  aught  we  know^ 
Is  good  as  theirs  that  taught  us  what  we  know,  (hall^ 
not  privily  from  houfeto  houfe,  (which  is  more  dange^ 
rous,)  but  openly  by  writing  publi(h  to  the  wortd  what 
his  opinion  is,  what  his  rcafons,  and  wherefore  that 
tvhich  is  now  thought  cannot  be  found  ?  Chrift  urged 
it,  as  wherewith  to  juftify  himfelf,  "  that  he  preached  in 
public ;"  yet  writing  is  more  public  than  preaching;  and 
niore  eafy  to  refutation,  if  need  be,  there  being  fo  many 
whofe  bufinefs  and  profcfllion  merely  it  is  to  be  the 
champions  of  truth ;  which  if  they  negle<a,  what  can 
tc  imputed  but  their  floth  or  unability  ? 

Thus  much  we  arc  hindered  and  difinured,  by  this 
courfe  of  Licenfing,  toward  the  true  knowledge  of  what 
^e  feem  to  know.    For  how  much  it  hurts  anid  hipd- 
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tn  the  licenfers  thcmfelves  in  tfaecalliiig  of  their  mi* 
niftry,  aiore  than  any  fecular  employment^  if  they 
will  difohai^e  that  office  as  they  ought;,  (fo  that  of  ne« 
oeiity  they  muft  negle£k|  either  the  one  duty  or  the 
other })  I  infift  not,  becaufe  it  is  a  particular  ^  but  leave 
it  to  their  own  confcience^  how  they  will  decide  it 
there. 

There  is  yet  behind  of  what  I  purpofed  to  lay-open^ 
the  incredible  lofs  and  detriment  that  this  plot  of  Li-r 
cenfing  puts  us  to,  more  than  if  fome  enemy  at  (ex 
ihould  (lop-up  all  our  havens,  and  ports,  and  creeks  ^ 
it  hinders  and  retards  the  importation  of  our  richeft 
merchandise,  Truth :  nay,  it  was  firft  eftablifli^  and 
put  in  pra&ice  by  Antichriftian  malice  and  isiyfiery  on 
fet  purpofe  to  extinguifh,  if  it  were  poffiblc,  the  Light 
of  Reformation,  and  to  fettle  Falfehuod  ;  little  differing 
from  that  policy  wherewith  the  Turk  upholds  his  AI-c 
coran,  by  the  prohibiting  of  printing.  It  is  not  de* 
nied,  but  gladly  confeflied,  we  are  to  fend  our  thanka 
and  vows  to  Heaven,  louder  than  rood  of  nations,  for 
that  great  meafure  of  Truth  which  we  enjoy,  efpecial* 
ly  in  tfaofe  main  points  between  us  and  the  Pope,  with^ 
bis  appurtenances,  the  Prelates ;  but  he  who  thinks  we 
9ft  to  pilch  our  teqt  here,  and  have  attained  the  ut« 
nioft  profpeft  of  reformation,  that  the  mortal  glaft 
wherein  we  contemplate  can  (how  ns,  till  we  come  to 
beatific  vifion ;  that  man  by  this  very  opinion  de- 
{rlares,  that  he  is  yet  far  (hort  of  Truth. 
We  ought       T|.qth  indeed  came  once  into  the  world  with  her  di- 

never  to  dc-        ^ 

sift  from     yj^e  mafter,  and  was  a  perfe&  (hape  moft  glorious  to 

our  inqut-  '  t  i  .      *       m         «. 

ries after  look-on  :  but  when  be  alcenued,  and  his  Apoitles  after 
rJlhJ  ol>r  him  were  laid-a(l«ep,  then  ftraight  arofe  a  wicked  race 
nion  that    ^f  Jeceivers,  who  (as  that  (lory  goes  of  the  JE^ptiaq 

itc  nave 

compieatiy  Tvphoin  With  bts  Qonrpirator».  how  they  dealt  with  th^ 

•ttaincdto       /r  ♦  ^ 


l^ood  Ofyris,)  took  the  virgin  Truth,  hewed  her  lovely 
form  into  a  thoufand  pieces^  and  fcattered  them  to  the 
four  winds.  From  that  time  ever  fince,  the  fad  friends 
of  Truths  fuch  at  durfl  appear,  imitating  the  careful 
fearch  that  Ifis  made  for  the  mangled  body  of  Offris, 
went  up  and  downgathering-upKmbby  llmbyftill  as  they 
could  find  them.  We  have  not  yet  found  them  afl. 
Lords  and  Commons,  nor  ever  (hall  do,  till  her  Maf- 
ter's  {ccond  coming;  He  (hall  bring-together  every, 
joint  and  member^  and  (hall  mould  thenfi  into  an  im- 
mortal feature  of  lovelinefsand  perfection.  Suffer  not 
tbefe  Licenfing  prohibitions  to  (land  at  every  place  of  op- 
portunity forbidding  and  didurbing  them  that  continue 
feeking,  that  continue  to  do  our  obfequies  to  the  torn 
foody  of  our  martyred  faint.  We  boaft  our  light ;  but 
if  we  look  not  wifely  on  the  fun  itfelf,  it  fmites  us  into 
darknefs.  Who  can  difcern  thofe  planets  that  are  oft 
combuft,  and  thole  (lart  of  brightefi  magnitude  that 
rife  and  fet  with  the  fun,  until  the  oppofite  motion  of 
their  orbs  bring  them  to  fuch  a  place  in  the  firmament, 
where  they  may  be  feen  evening  or  morning  ?  The 
light  which  we  have  gained,  was  given  us,  not  to  be 
jcver  iUring-on,  but  by  it  to  difcover  onward  things 
more  remote  from  our  knowledge.  It  is  not  the  un- 
frocking of  a  prieft,  the  tmmitring  of  a  bifhop,  and 
Jthe  removing  him  from  off  the  pre(byterian  (boulders, 
that  will  make  us  a  happy  nation ;  no,  if  other  things 
as  great  in  the  church,  and  in  the  rule  of  life,  both 
KBConomical  and  political,  be  not  looked-into  and  re- 
fbrmedy  we  have  looked  fo  long  upon  the  blaze  that 
Zuinglius  and  Calvin  have  beaconed-up  to  us,  that  we 
are  (cark-blind.  There  be  who  perpetually  complain  of 
Schifms  and  Sc£ls,  and  make  it  fuch  a  calamity,  that 
40y  mw  di0ents  from  their  maxims.    It  is  their  own 

a  4  pride 


pride  and  ignorance  which  caufes  the  difturbing;  who 

neither  will  hear  with  meeknefs,  nor  can  convince  s 

yet  all  mu(l  be  fupprefled  which  is  not  found  in  their 

Syntagma.    They  are  the  troublers,  they  are  the  divi- 

ders  of  unity,  who  negleA  and  permit  not  others  to 

unite  thofe  diflevered  pieces^  which  are  yet  wanting  to 

the  body  of  truth.    To  be  dill  fearching  what  we  know 

notj  by  what  we  know,  ftill  clofing-up  truth  to  truth 

as  we  find  it,    (for  all  her  body  is  homogeneaT,  and 

proportional)  this  is  the, golden  rule  in  theology  as  well 

as  in  arithmetic,  and  makes-up  the  heft  harmony  in  a. 

a  church  }  not  the  forced  and  outward  upipu  of  cold^ 

and  neutral,  and  inwardly-divided,  minds. 

The  En  .        Lords  and  Commons  of  England !  confider  what  Na^ 

liah  nation  tion  it  is  whereof  ye  are,  and  whereof  ye  are  the  go- 

Wm  always  ^  ».  .  >  o  • 

yemarkabie  vernors:  a  nation  not  (low  and  dull,  but  of  a  quick,  in-r 
love  of'  gcnious,  and  piercing  fpirit;  acute  to  invent,  fubtile 
^"d'h^^  4nd  finewy  to  difcourfe ;  not  bcqeath  the  reach  of  any 
diligence  point,  the  higheft  that  human  capacity  can  foar-to. 
punuit  of  Therefore  the  ftudies  of  Learning  in  her  deeped  Sciences 
^'^  \\vi^  bcenfo  ancient,  and  fo  eminent,  among  us,  that 

writers  of  good  antiquity  and    able. judgment    have 
been  perfuaded,   that  even  th^  fchool  of  Pythagoras, 
and  the  Per(ian  wifdom,  took  beginning  from  the  old 
Philofuphy  of  this  ifland.     And  that  wife  and  civil  Ro- 
man,   Julius  Agricola,  who  governed  once  here  for 
Caefar,  preferred  the  natural  wits  of  Britain,  before  the 
laboured  Audits  of  the  French.     Nor  is  it  for  nothing 
that  the  grave  and  frugal  Tranfilvanian  fends  out  year- 
ly from  as  far  as  the  mountainous  borders  of  Ruflia^ 
^nd  beyond  the  Hefcynian  wildernefs,  not  their  youth, 
but  their  (laid  men,  to  learn  our  language,  and  our  The- 
ologic  arts.     Yet  that  which  is  above  all  this,  the  fa- 
your  and  the  love  of  Heaven,  we  have  great  argument 
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lb  think  in  a  peculiar  manner  propitious  and  propcnd- 
ing  towards  us.     Why  elfe  was  this  nation  chofep.  be- 
fore any  other,  that  out  of  her,  as  out  of  Sion,  fliould 
be  proclaimed  and  founded-forth  the  firft  tidings  and 
trumpet  of  Reformation  to  all  Europe  ?     And  had  it 
not  been   the  obftinate   pcrverfenefs  of  our   Prelates 
againft  the  divine  and  admirable  fpirit  of  Wickliff,  to 
fupprefs  him  as  a  Schifmatic  and  Innovator,  perhaps, 
neither  the  Bohemian  Hufle  and  Jerom,  no  nor  the 
tiame  of  Luther  or  of  Calvin,  had  been  ever  known  : 
the  glory  of  reforming  all  our  neighbours  had  been 
completely  ours.      But  now,  as  our  obdurate  Clergy 
have  with  violence  demeaned  the  matter,  we  are  be- 
come hitherto  the  lateft  and  the  backwardeft  fcholars  [[of 
thofe]of  whom  God  ofltred  to  have  made  usthe  teachers. 
Now  once  again,  by  all  concurrence  of  figns,  and  by 
the  general  in(lin6t  of  holy  and  devout 'men,  as  they 
daily  and  folemnly  exprefs  their  thoughts,  God  Is  de« 
creeing  to  begin  fome  new  and  great  period  in  his, 
thurch,  even  to  the  reforming  of  Reformation  iifcir;' 
what  does  he  then  but  reveal  himfclf  to  his  fervanls, 
and,  as  his  manner  is,  firft,  to  his  £ngli(hmen?    I  fay, 
as  his  manner  is,  Orft  to  ns,  though  we  mark  not  the' 
method  of  his  counfeh,  and  are  unworthy,     Behold^g^^^'l^ 
now   this  vaft   city  ;  a  city  of  refuge,  the  manfion- '<^^  ^"^ 

' .  "  °  ^  ^  •  eagerness 

houh  of  liberty,  encompaflcd  and  furrounded  with  his  with  which 
protedion.  The  (hop  of  war  hath  not  there  more  anvils  number  of 
and  hammers  waking,  to  fa(hion-out  the  plates  and'PJ°^^^^*^^** 
inftruments  of  armed  Juftice  in  defence  of  bcleagucr'd  ^«c  study. 

.  ,      '"5  3"^  **" 

Truth,  than  there  be  pens  and  heads  there,  fitting  by  amininjcthe 
their   ftudtous   lamps,    muling,    fearching,    revolving  icliglon. 
new  notions  and  ideas,    wherewith  to  prefent,  as  with 
their  homage  and  their  fealty,  the  approaching  Refor- 
l^aation:  others  as  fall,  reading,  trying  all  things,  afi^ent- 

inir 
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ing  to  the  force  of  reafon  and  conviaccment*  Wha^ 
could  a  man  require  more  from  a  nation  fo  pliant  and 
fo  prone  to  feek  after  knowledge  ?  What  wants  there 
to  fuch  a  towardiy  and  pregnant  foil,  but  wife  and 
faithful  labourers,  to  make  a  knowing  people,  a  nation 
of  prophets,  of  f^es,  and  of  worthies  ?  We  reckon 
more  than  five  months  yet  to  harveft ;  there  need  not 
be  five  weeks,  had  we  but  eyes  to  lift-up,  the  field* 
Dtvcnk  of  ^^  white  already.  Where  there  is  much  defire  to 
opinions  learn,  there  of  neceflity  will  be  much  arguing,  much 
iicncc,  but  writing,  many  opinions  ;  for  opinion  in  good  men  is 
to  bS^cT^  but  knowledge  in  the  making.  Under  tbcfe  fantaflic 
teemed  aa  terrours  of  SeA  and  Schifm,  we  wrong  the  earned  and 
sealous  thirft  after  knowledge  and  underftanding^ 
which  God  hath  (lirred-up  in  this  city.  What  fome 
lament  of,  we  rather  (hould  rejoice  at,  (hould  rather 
praife  this  pious  forwardnefs  among  men,  to  reaflume 
the  ill-deputed  care  of  their  religion  into  t^eir  owia 
hands  again.  A  little  generous  prudence^  a  little  fo^r 
bearanceof  one  another,  and  fome  grain  of  Charity^ 
might  win  all  thefe  diligencies  to  join  and  unite  ii^to 
one  general  and  brotherly  fearch  after  truth ;  could  we 
but  forego  this  Prelatical  tradition  of  crowding  free, 
confciences  and  Chriftian  liberties  into  Canons  and  pre* 
ecptsofmen*  I  doubt  not,  if  fome  great  and  won  by 
Granger  (hould  come  among  us,  wife  to  difcem  the 
mould  and  temper  of  a  people,  and  how  to  govern  it^ 
obferving  the  high  hopes  and  aims,  the  diligent  alacri* 
ty  of  our  extended  thoughts  and  reafonings  in  the  pur- 
fuance  of  truth  and  freedom,  but  that  he  would  cry»outg 
as  Pyrrhus  did,  admiring  the  Roman  docility  and  coi^- 
rage}  <'  if  fuch  were  my  Epirots,  I  would  not  defpair  the 
jgreateft  defign  that  could  be  attempted  to  make  achurcbi^ 
or  kingdom,  happy."    Ye|  thefc  are  the  men  cried, 
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out  againft  for  Schifinatic«  and  Sectaries,  as  if,  while 

the  temple  of  the  Lord  was  building,  ibnie  cuttings' 

fozne  fquaring  the  marble,  others  hewing  the  cedars, 

there  (hould  be  a  fort  of  irrational  men,  who  could 

not  confider  there  mud  be  many  fchifms  and  many 

4iflecttous  made  in  the  quarry  and  in  the  timber,  ere 

the  houfe  of  God  can  be  built.    And  when  every  ilone 

4s  laid  artfully  together,  it  cannot  be  united  into  a  con« 

tmuity,  it  can  but  be  contiguous,  in  this  world :  neither 

can  every  piece  of  the  building  be  of  one  form ;  nay^ 

rather  the  perfection  confifts  in  this,  that  out  of  many 

xnoderate  varieties  and  brotherly  diffimilitudes,  (that  are 

not  vallly  dirproportional,)  arifes  the  goodly  and  the 

graceful  fymmetry  that  commends  the  whole  pile  and 

firuAure.    Let  us  therefore  be  more  confidcrate  build* 

ers,  more  wife  in  fpiritual  archite&ure,  when  great  re* 

formation  is  expected.     For  now  the  time  feems  come 

wherein  Mofes,  the  great  prophet,  may  iGt  in  Heaven 

rejoicing  to  fee  that  memorable  and  glorious  wi(h  of  his 

fulfilled,  when  not  only  our  feventy  elders,  but  all  the 

Lord's  people  are  become  prophets.    No  marvel  then^ 

though  fome  men,  and  fome  good  men  too,  perhaps, 

but  young  in  goodnefs,  as  Jofliua  then  was,  envy  them. 

They  fret  and,  out  of  their  own  weaknefs,  are  in  agony^ 

left  thefe  divifions  and  fubdivifions  will  undo  us.    The 

adverfary  again  applauds,  and  waits  the  hour ;  *'  when 

ihey  have  branched  themfelves  out,    faith  he,    fmaH 

enough  into  parties  and  partitions,  then  will  be  our 

time.''    Fool !  he  fees  not  the  firm  root,  out  of  which 

we  all  grow,  though  into  branches;  nor  will  bewar^ 

lentil  he  fee  our  fmall  divided  maniples  cutting  through 

at  every  angle  of  his  ill-united  and  unwieldly  brigade* 

And  that  we  are  to  hope  better  of  all  thefe  fuppofed 

Se^  ai^d  Scbifms^  a^d  that  we  ihall  not  need  that  folli* 
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«itude,  (honeft  perhaps,  ihougTi  over-timorous,)  oFlhem 
that  vex  in  this  behalf,  butfliall  laugh,  in  the  end,  at 
thore  malicious  applaiiJcrs  of  our  difftircnces,  I  have 
thefe  reafons  to  perfuade  me. 
The  great        F'rft,  when  a  city  (hall  he,  as  it  were,  beficged  and 
tranquiUity  blockcd-about,  hcr  navigablc  river  infcfted.  inroads  and' 
pieinLon-  incurfions  round,  defiance  and  battle  oft  rumoured  to 
though  in   ^^  marching-up,cven  to  her  walls  and  fuburb-trenches;* 
wiran?     ^'^^^  then,  the  people,  or  the  greater  part,  more  than 
danger,  and  ^t  oihcr  limcs,  wholly  taken-up  with   the  ftudy  of 

their  earn-    ,  .   ,     ri  i  «  •  i  i-  j  - 

est  appiica-  higheft  and  moit  important  matters  to  be  reformed, 
business  of  '^'ou'd  ^^  difputing,  reafoning,  reading,  inventing,  dif- 
refoima-  courfing,  even  to  a  rarity  and  admiration,  things  not 
proofsof  before  difcourfcd  or  written  of,  argues,  firft,  a  fingular 
dencc  in  "  gocd-will,  contentednefs,  and  confidence  in  your  pru- 
erf* the*t**'  ^^"^  forefight,  and  fafe  government,  Lords  and  Com- 
bousesof  mons;  and  from  thence  derived  iifelf  to  a  gallant 
andastrong  bravery  and  well-grounded  contempt  of  their  enemies, 
finafvk:-^  *  •^  ^^  ihcTt  wcrc  HO  fmall  numbcr  of  as  great  fpirits 
^^^y-  among  us,   as  his  was  who,  when  Rome  was  nigh 

befieged  by  Hannibal,  being  in  the  city,  bought  that 
fiece  of  ground  at  no  cheap  rate,  whereon  Hannibal 
hinvfelf  encamped  his  own  regiment.  Next,  it  is  a 
lively  and  cheerful  prefage  of  our  happy  fuccefs  and 
viftory.  For,  as  in  a  body,  when  the  blood  is  frcfli,  the 
fpirits  pure  and  vigorous,  not  only  lo  vital,  but  to  rati- 
onal, faculties,  and  thofe  in  the  acuteft,  and  the  perteft 
operations  of  wit  and  fubtlety,  it  argues  in  what  goodf 
plight  and  conftilution  the  body  is;  fo  when  the  chiecr- 
fulnefs  of  the  people  is  fo  fprightly  up,  as  that  it  has 
not  only  wherewith  to  guard  well  its  own  freedom  and 
fafety,  but  to  fpare,  and  to  beftow  upon  the  folideft  and 
fublimeft  points  of  controverfy  and  new  invention,  it 
betol^ens  us  not  degenerated^  nor  drooping  to  a  fatal 
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decay,  by  caftlng- off  ihcoM  and  wrinkled  flcin  of  cor- 
ruption, to  outlive  thcfe  pangs,  and  wax  young  again,  , 
entering  the  glorious  ways  of  truth  and  profperous  vir- 
tue, deftined  to  become  great  and  honourable  in  thefc 
latter  ages.  Methink^  I  fee  in  my  mind  a  noble  and 
puiilknt  Nation  roufing  herfelf  like  a  ftrong  man  after 
fleep,  and  (baking  her  invincible  locks :  methinks  I  fee 
her  as  an  eagle,  muing  her  mighty  youth,  and  kindling 
her  undazsled  eyes,  at  the  full  midday  beam ;  purging 
and  uhfcaling  her  long-abufed  fight  at  the  fountain 
itfelf  of  heavenly  radiance ;  while  the  whole  noife  of 
timorous  and  flocking  birds,  with  thofe  alfo  that  love 
the  twilight,  flutter-about,  amazed  at  what  (he  means, 
and,  in  their  envious  gabble,  would  prognoflicate  a  year 
of  SeSts  and  Schifms. 

What  (houkl  ye  do  then  ?  (hould  ye  fupprefs  all  this     n.  b. 
flowery  crop  of  knowledge  and  new  light  fprung-up  and 
yet  fpringing  daily  in  this  city  ?  Should  ye  fet  an  oli- 
garchy of  twenty  EngroflTers  over  it,  to  bring  a  famine 
upon  our  minds  again,  when  we  (hall  know  nothing  but 
what  is  meafurod  to  us  by  their  bu(bel  ?  Believe   it, 
Lords  and  Commons  !  they  who  counfel  ye  to  fuch  a      N.  B. 
iuppreflSng,  do  as  good  as  bid  ye  fupprefs  yourfelves  ; 
^and  I  will  foon  (how  how.     If  it  be  defired  to  know 
the  immediate  caufe  of  all  this  free-writing  and  free-  ^  ^J^  ^^^ 
fpeaking,  there   cannot   be  affigned  a  truer  than  your  ju  t  com- 
own  mild,  and  free,  and  humane  government ;  it  is  the?arUa- 
.the  Liberty,  Lords  and  Commons,   which  your  own '"''**'' 
valorous  and  happy  counfels  have  purcfaafed  us ;  Liber- 
ty, which  is  the  nurfe  of  all  great  wits:  This  is  that 
which  hath   rarefied  and  enlightened  our  fpirits  like 
the  influence  of  Heaven;  This  is  that  which  hath 
enfranchifed,  enlarged,  and  lifted*up  our  apprehenfions 
degrees,  above  themfelves.     Ye  cannot  makg  us  now      N-*» 
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le&  capable^  Icfs  knowing,  lefs  eagerly  purfuing  of  the 
truth,  unlcfs  ye  firft  make  yourfclves,  that  made  us  fo^ 
Icfii  the  lovers,  lefs  the  founders,  of  our  true  Liberty* 
We  can  grow  ignorant  again,   brutifli,  formal,  and 
iUvilb,  as  ye  found  us;  but  you  then  muft,  firft,  become 
that  which  ye  camiot  be,  oppreffive,  arbitrary  and 
tyrannous,  as  they  were  from  whom  ye  have  freed  us* 
That  our  hearts  are  now  more  capacious,  our  thoughtp 
more  erefted  lo  the  fearch  and  expe&ation  of  greateft 
and  exa^left  things,  is  ^e  iflue  of  your  own  virtue  * 
propagated  in  us ;  ye  cannot  fupprefs  that,  unlefs  ye 
fe«inforce  an  abrogated  and  mercilefs  law^  that  fjithers 
may  difpatch  at  will  their  own  children.    And  who 
Ihall  then  (lick  clofeft  'to  ye  and  excite  others  ?  Not  he 
who  takes -up  arms  for  ooat  and  condud,  and  bis  four 
nobles  of  Danegelt*     Although  I  difpraifenot  the  de- 
ience  of  juft  immunities,  yet  love  my  peace  better,  if 
•that  were  all.     Give  me  the  liberty  to  know,  to  utter, 
and  to  argue  freely  according  to  confcience^  above  all 
liberties. 

What  would  be  beft-advifed  then,  if  it  be  found  fo 

hurtful  and  fo  unequal  to  fupprefs  opinions  for  the 

newoefs,  or  the  unfuitablenefs  to  a  cuftomary  accept'* 

ance,  will  not  be  my  taflc  to  fay  ;  I  (Iiall  only  repeal 

worthy       what  I  have  learned  from  one  of  your  own  honourable 

w^of  opi-  number,  a  right-noble  and  pious  Lord,  who  had  he  not 

nion  th4t    facrificed  his  life  and  fortunes  to  the  church  and  com- 

dittrrent 

Sectsofrcii-  monwealih,  we  had  not  now  niiifed  and  bewailed  a 
toUtoiera-  Worthy  and  undoubted  patron  of  this  argument.  Ye 
.  know  him,  I  am  fure;  yet  [,  for  honour's  fake,  (and  may 

it  be  eternal  to  him  !)  (hall  name  him,  the  Lord  Brook. 
Be,  writing  of  Epifcopacy,  and,  by  the  way,  treating  of 
StSts  and  Schifms,  left  ye  his  vote,  or,  rather  now,  the 
laft  words  of  his  dying  charge,  which  I  know  will  ever 
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be  of  dear  and  bono>ared  regard  with  ye^  fo  full  cf 

meeknefs  and  breathing  charity,  that,  next  to  His  laft 

-teftament  who  bequeathed  Love  and  Peace  to  hia  dif- 

t^les,  I  cannot  call  to  mind  where  I  have  read,  or 

hi^rd,  words  more  mild  and  peaceful.    He  there  ex- 

-koTts  us  *'  to  hear  with  patience  and  humrfity  thofe^ 

(however  they  be  tnifcalled,)  that  defire  to  Kve  purely, 

in  fuch  a  ufe  of  God's  ordinances,  as  the  heft  guidance 

of  their  confcience  gives  them,  and  to  tolerate  them, 

though  in  fome  difconformity  to  ourfelves.'*    The  book 

itfelf  will  tell  us  more  at  large,  being  pubUfhed  to  the 

world,  and  dedicated  to  the  Parliament  by  him,  who, 

both  for  his  life  and  for  his  death,  deferves,  that  what 

advice  he  left  be  not  laid-by  without  perufah 

And  now  the  time  in  fpecial  is,  by  privilege  to  write  it  is  mom 

and  fpeak  what  may  help  to  the  further  difcuffing  of  JJ^J^^hi^^ 
matters  in  agitation.    The  temple  of  Janus,  with  his  ^|jn«»^^|»^'* 
two  controverfal  faces,  might  now  not  unfignificantly  mation  »f 
be  fet-open.    And,  though  all  the  winds  of  doSrinc  yet  in  agita- 
were  lei  loofe  to  play  upon  the  earth,  fo  Truth  be  in  co^JI'dc?" 
the  fidd,  we  do  injurioufly,  by  Licenfing  and  prohibi-  topcnnit 
ling,  to  mifdoubt  her  (Irength.    Let  her  and  Falfhood  lUh  their 
grapple ;  who  ever  knew  Truth  put  to  the  worfe,  in  a  wi^hout*fe- 
frce  and  open  encounter  ?     Her  confuting  is  the  beft  «^*»»'- 
and  fureft  fuppreffing.     He  who  hears  what  praying 
there  is  for  light  and  clear  knowledge  to  be  fent-down 
among  us,  would  think  of  other  matters  to  be  confti- 
luted  beyond  the  difcipline  of  Geneva,  framed  and  fa* 
bricked   already  to  our  hands.     Yet,  when  the  new 
light  which  we  beg  for,  (hines-in  upon  us,  there  be 
who  envy  and  oppofe,  if  it  come  not  firft  in  at  their 
cafements.    What  a  collufion  is  this,  whenaa  we  are 
exhorted  by  the  wife  man  to  ufe  diligence,  *'  to  feek 
for  wifdom  as  for^ hidden  treafures"  early  and  Ute,  that 
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imother  Qrdpr  fliall  eiyoin  ^s^  to  know  (lolhing  but  by 
ftatiUc  ?  When  a  man  hath  been  labouring  the  bard* 
eft  labour  in  the  dfep  mines  of  know]edge>  bath  fur- 
ui(heJ-oiit  his  findings  in  all  their  equipage^  drawn- 
forth  his  reafons  as  it  v  ere  a  battle  r3iigedj  fc^tt^red 
uid  defeated  all  pbjcflions  in  bis  way,  calls«out  his  ad- 
verfary  into  the  plain,  offers  hin>  tlie  advantage  of 
wind  and  fun,  if  he  pleafe,  only  that  be  may  try  the 
matter  by  dint  of  argument;  for  bis  opponents  thes 
to  fculk,  to  lay  ambufliments,  to  keep  a  narrow  bridgje 
of  Licenfing  where  the  challenger  {bould  pafs,  though  it 
be  valour  enough  in  foldierftiip,  is  but  weaknefs  and 
CDwardice  in  the  wars  of  Truth.  For  who  knows  not 
that  Truth  is  ftrong,  next  to  the  Almighty  ?  ^he  needs 
xio  policies,  nor  (Iratagems,  nor  licenfings,  to  make 
her  viSorious  :  Thofe  arc  the  iliifts  and  the  defences 
that  Error  ufes  again  ft  her  power  j  Give  her  but 
room,  and  do  not  bind  her  when  flie  deeps  :  for 
then  (he  fpeaks  not  true,  (as  the  old  Proteus  did,  who 
fpake  oracles  only  when  he  was  caught  and  bound,| 
but  then  rather  (he  turns  herfclf  into  all  (hapes,  en^ 
cept  her  own,  and  perhaps  tunes  her  voice  according 
to  the  time,  (as  Micaiah  did  before  Ahab,)  until  flie  ^bc 
adjured  into  her  own  likenefs.  Yet  b  it  not  impofti- 
ble  that  (he  may  have  more  (Iiapes  than  one.     What 

th^^  arc  *^"^  '^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  things  indiffirent,  wherein  Truth 
in  iticir  na-  iiiay  be  on  this  fide,  or  on  the  other,  without  being 
fcrcnr, and. unlike  hcffclf?  What  but  a  vain  (b ado w  el fe  is  the 
fnopinroii  abolition  of  *^  thofe  ordinances,  that  hand-writing 
concerning  nailed  to  the  crofs  ?  what  great  purchafe  is  this  Chrifti- 

thcm  ought  or 

to  be  per-  an  liberty  which  Paul  fo  often  boafts  of  ?  His  doc- 
tiiue  is^  that  he  who  eats  or  eats  not,  regards  a  day  or 
regards  it  not^  nay  do  either  to  the  Lord,  How  many 
other  things  might  be  tolerated  in  peace,  and  left  tp 
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confcience,  had  we  but  charity,  and  were  it  not  the 
chief  ftrong*hold  of  our  hypocnfy  to  be  ever  judging 
one  another  ?  I  fear  yet  this  iron  yoke  of  outward 
conformity  hath  left  a  (lavifli  print  upon  our  necks ; 
the  ghoft  of  a  linen  decency  yet  haunts  us.  We  fium- 
ble,  and  are  impatient,  at  the  leaft  dividing  of  oiie 
vifible  congregation  from  another,  though  it  be  not  in 
fundamentals ;  and  through  our  forwardnefs  to  fuppriftt 
and  our  backwardnefs  to  recover,  any  enthralled  pieca 
of  truth  out  of  the  gripe  of  cuftom,  we  care  not  to  keep 
truth  feparated  from  truth,  which  is  the  fierceft  rent 
and  difunionof  ail.  We  do  not  fee,  that  while  we  ftill 
aflfeft,  by  all  means,  a  right  external  formality,  we  may 
as  foon  fall  again  into  a  grofs  conforming  (lupidity,  a 
fiark  and  dead  congeal  men  t  of  <^  wood  and  hay  and 
ftubble,"  forced  and  frcaen  together,  which  is  more  to 
l^efudden  degenerating  of  a  church  than  many  fubdi- 
cbotomies  of  petty  fchifms.  Not  that  I  can  think 
well  of  every  light  feparation ;  or  that  all  in  a  church  is 
to  be  expelled  *^  gold  and  filvcr  and  precious  ftones  :** 
it  is  not  poflSble  for  man  to  fever  the  wheat  from  the 
tares,  the  good  fifli  from  the  other  fry ;  that  muft  be 
the  angels  minifiry  at  the  end  of  mortal  things.  Yet 
if  all  cannot  be  of  one  mind,  (as  who  looks  they  fliould 
be  ?)  this  doubtlefs  is  more  wholefome,  more  prudent, 
and  morechriftian,  that  many  be  tolerated  rather  than 
all  compelled.  I  mean  not  tolerated  popery  and  open 
superstition  i  which  as  it  extirpates  all  religions  and  civil 
(upremacies^  fo  itfelf  (hould  be  extirpate ;  provided^ 
firft,  that  all  charitable  and  companionate  means  be 
ufed  to  win  and  regain  the  weak  and  the  mifled.  That 
alfo  Kvbieb  is  impious^  or  evil,  absolutely ^  either  against 
faith  or  manners,  no  law  can  poffibly  permit,  that . 
intends  not  to  unlaw  itfelf:  but  thofe  neighbouring 
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UtttrtnctSf  or  rather  indiflferenGes,  are  what  I  fpeak  ol^ 
whether  in  fome  point  of  doftrine,  or  of  dUctpline^ 
which  though  they  may  be  many,  yet  need  not  intefi^ 
nipt  the  unity  of  fpirtt,  if  we  could  but  find  Mttong  uo 

bJdiMOTcr-  '^^  ^^^  ^  peace.    In  the  mean  while,  if  awy  ons 

cd,  but  by  would  write,  and  brtmr  his  helpful  hand  i(>  the  flow^ 

crees,  by  the  moving  rcformalion  which  we  labour  undcry  if  truth 

mmiicajSon  ^^*^^  fpokeu  to  him  before  others,  or  but  feeiNed  at 

thoughts  of  ^^  ^  ipeafcy   who  hath  ib  bejefoited  ua,  that  wo 

learned  ind  (hould  tronblo  that  man  with  afting  lictace  to  do  (o 

men  to  the  worthy  a  deed ;  and  not  confider  thfc,  that  if  it  come 

^^    ^'      to   prohibiting,  there  is  not  aught  more  likely  to  be 

prohibited  than  truth  itfelf :  whofe  firft  appearance  le 

our  eyes,  bleared  and  dimmed  with  prejudice  and  cu^ 

torn,  is  more  mifightly  and  unplaufible  than  mBifkf 

ertours;  even  as  the  pcrfon   is  of  many  a  great  mam 

flight  and  contemptible  to  (ee-toi'  .And  what  do  they 

lell  us  vainly  of  new  opinions,  when  this  very  opini-* 

on  of  theirs,  that  none  muft  be  heard  but  whom  they 

like,   is  the  word   and  nevveft  opinion  of  all  others ; 

and   is  the  chief  caufe  why  Se&s  and  Schifms  do  fo 

much  abound,  and  true  knowledge  is  kept  at  diilance 

fi-ofii  us ;  befides  yet,  a  greater  danger  which  is  in  iu 

For  when  God   (hakes  a  kingdom,  with  ftrong  anJ 

keahhful  commotions,  to  a  general  reforming,  it  is  not 

nntruc  that  many  feftarief  aind  falfe  teachers  are  thei¥ 

bufieft  in  fedSucing.     But  yet  more  true  it  is,  that  God 

then  raifes  to  his  own  work,  men  of  rare  abilities,  and 

Jipiore  thiin  common  induftry,  rot  only  to  look^back 

and  revifc  what  hath  been  taught  heretofore,  but  to 

gain  further,  and  go-oir,  fome  new  enlfghtened  ftcps  in' 

the  difcovery  of  tmth.     For  fnch  i^  the  order  of  God's 

enlightening  his  Churchy  to  difpenfe  and  deal^ut  by 

degrees  h»  beam^  fo  as  otir  earthly  eyes  may  beft 

fufla^ia 
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fufiaia  U«    Neither  is  God  appointed  and  confined^ 
where  and  out  pf  what  place  thefc  his  chofen  (hall  be 
firft  beard  to  Xpf  aK ;  for  .he  fees  not  a3  man  (ees» 
chppfef  not  as  man  choofes^  left  we  (hould  devote  our* 
ifjyes  ag^n  to  fet-place8>  and  iiflemblies,  and  outward- 
callings  of  men ;  planting  our  £iith  one  while  in  the 
old  Convocation-houfe^  and  another  while  in  the  Cha« 
pel  at  Weftmtnfter;  when  all  the  faith  and  religioiSL 
that  fliall  be  there  canonized,  is  not  fufficient  without 
plain  convincement.  and  the  charity  of  patient  inftruc* 
lipn^  to  fupple  the  leaft  bruife  of  confcience,  to  edify 
themealieft  chriitian,  who  defires  to  walk  in  the 
fpirit,  and  not  in  the  Icttter  of  human  truft,  for  all  the 
number  of  voices  that  cam  be  there  made ;  no,  tliough 
flarry  the  Sieventh  himfelf  there,  with  all  his  liege 
^on^bs  ^bout  him,  ihould  )end  them  voices  from  the 
^ead  to  fwell  their  number.  And,  if  the  men  be  errone- 
ous who  appear  to  be  the  leading  Schifmatics,  what 
vrithholds  us  but  our  floth,  our  felf- will,  and  diftruft  in 
the  right  caufe,  that  we  do  not  give  them  gentle  meet« 
ings  and  gentle  dismiflionsi  that  we  debate  not,  and  eaa« 
mine  the  matter  thoroughly,  with  liberal  and  frequent 
audience ;  if  not  for  their  fakes,  yet  for  our  own  ?  Se^ 
ang  no  man  who  hath  tafted  learning,  but  will  confefa 
the  many  ways  of  profiting  by  thofe  who,  not  content- 
ed with  ftale  receipts,  are  able  to  manage  and  fet-forth 
new  pofitions  to  the  world.    And,  were  they  but  aa 
the  duft  and  cinders  of  our  ieet,  fo  long  as  in  that 
notion  they  may  yet  ferve  to  polifli  and  brighten  the 
armoury  of  truth,  even  for  that  refpeft  they  were  not 
lutterly  to  be  caft- away.  But,  if  they  be  of  thofe  whom 
God  hath  fitted  for  the  fpecial  ufe  of  thefe  times,  with 
tfl^iipent  ^d  ample  gifts,  iind  thofe,  perhaps,  neither 
aunpng  the  prieftsj  nor  among  t^e  P^arifees,  and  we  'u^ 
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the  haftc  of  a  precipitant  zeal  (half  make  no  cfiffntcv- 

tion,  but  rcfoFve  to  (?op  their  months/ becaufe  we  fear 

they  come  with  new  and  dangerons  ^pitiiotiSy  as  we 

commonly  forejudge  them,  ere  we  underftand  them  ^ 

no  Icfs  than  woe  to  us,  while>  thinking  thus  to  defend 

the  Gofpel,  wc  arc  found  the  perfecutors ! 

Seversi  of        There  have  been  not  a  few  (hrce  the  becinninc  of 

ferian         this  Parliament,  both  of  the  PrelBytery  and  others,  who^ 

themKivet,  '^V  ^^^^^  unlicenfcd  books,  to  the  coniempt  of  an  Impri^ 

did  eminent  i^atur.  firft  broke  that  triple  ice  clunj'  about  our  hearts, 

service  to  '  r  o 

fhePublick,  and  taught  the  people  to  fee  day :  I  hope  that  hone  of 
pnntni^  of  thofe  Were  the  perfuaders  to  renew  upon  us  this  bon- 
memTby'  ^^g^>  which  they  thcmfelvts  have  wrought  fo  muchr 
Kw"b"^  good  by  contetmring;  But,  if  neither  the  check  that 
useful^  Moles  gave  to  young  Joflma,  nor  the  countermand 
out  Licen-  which  ouf  Savtour  gave  to  young  John,  (who  was  To 
twiiprof?hJ  "^^^y  ^o  prohibit  thofe  whom  he  thought  unltcenied,) 
hwtconcer-  be  cnouch  to  admonifh  our  elders,   kbw   unaccepta- 

aing  Licca* .  .  

•  sins:  tbcn     blc  to  God  their  tefty  mood  of  prohibiting  is  ;  if  neither 

"^      their  own  remembrance,  what  evil  hath  abounded  inr 

the  church  by  ihb  lett  of  Licenfing,  and  what  good  they 

themfelves  have  bcgmi    by  iranfgreflfhng  it,  be  not 

enough,  but  that  they  will  perfuade  and  execute  the 

mod  Dominican  part  of  the  Inquifiiion  a\er  us*,  and 

are  already  with  one  foot  in  the  ftirrup,  fo  afifive  at 

fnpprcfling,  it  would  be  no  unequal  diftribution,  in  the 

Tirit-pFace,  to  fupprefsthc  fnppreffurs  themfelves;  whom 

the  change  of  their  condition   hath  puffed-up,  more 

than  their  late  experience  of  harder  times  hath  made 

vife. 

The  Ordor       And  as  for  regulating*  the  prefs,  let  no  man  think  to 

nient'..Mt   bavc  the  honour  of  advifing  ye*  better  than  yourfelvct 

^t^^i^^    have  done  in  that  Order,   pubK(bed  next  before  4hi8> 

oiie.was  ihi  <f  Xhat  DO  book  be  printed,  unlefa  the  printer's  and 

piorwcst 

the 


d4& 

ihc  author's  naine,  or  at  lead  the  priiUcr's,  be  rcgifter-  J2?^"^j" 
cd."     Thofc  which  otherwife  come-forth,  if  ihcy  be  be  made 
found  mifchievous  and  libellous,  the  6reand  theexecu-  the  Libert/ 
lioner  will  be  the  timelicft  and  the  mod  effciftual  reme-  ®''*>'^  **'•»'• 
dy,  that  man*s  preventioa  can  ufe.     For  this  autben« 
tic  Spanifli  policy  of  Licenfing  books,  if  I  have  faid 
aughty  will  prove  the  moil  unlicenfed  book  itfelf^  with* 
in  a  (hort  while;  and  was  the  immediate  image  of  a 

JSuif-chamber  decree  to  that  purpofe,  made  in  thofe  very 
time%  when  that  Court  did  the  reft  €>f  thoTe  her  pious 
works,  for  which  (he  is  now  fallen  from  the  ftars  with 
Lucifer.    Wjiereby  y€  may  guefs  what  kind  of  State- 
prudence,  what  love  of  the  people,  what  care  of  reli- 
gion, or  good  manners,  there  was  at  the  contriving,  al« 
chough,  with  fingular  hypocrify,  itpfeieoded  to  bind 
books  to  their  good  behaviour.  And  how  it  got  the  upper 
band  of  your  prcceedent  order,  fo  well  conflitutcd  before, 
if  we  may  believe  thofe  men,  whofe  profeflion  gives 
them  caufe  to  inquire  mod,  it  may  be  doubted  there 
was  in  it  the  fraud  of  fome  <!id  patentees  and  monopo- 
lizersin  the  trade  of  book-felling;  who,  underpretence 
of  the  poor  in  iheir  company  not  to  be  defrauded,  and 
the  juA  retaining  of  each  man  his  feveral  copy,  (which 
God  forbid,  fliould  be  gaiufaid!)  brought  divers  glofliag 
colours  to  the  houfe,  which  w«re  indeed  but  colours, 
aiul  ferving  to  no  end  except  it  be  to  exercife  a  fuperio  • 
rity  over  their  neighbours ;  men  who  do  not  labour  in 
an  honcft  profeflion,  to  which  Learning  is  indebted, 
that  they  (hould  be  made  other  men's  vaflinh.     Ano- 
ther  end,  is  thought,  was  aimed  at  by  fome  of  them,  in 
procuring  by  petition  this  Order,  that  fcaviog  power  in 
their  hands,    malignimt  books  might  the  eafier  efcape 
abroad,  as  the  event  fliows.    But  of  thefe  fophifms  and 
^lenchs  of  merchandize  I  flcill  not :   This  I  know,  that 
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errours  m  a  good  governments  and  ih  a  bail,  are  equally 
almoll  incident ;  for  what  magiftrate  may  not  be  ihia- 
inrormed^  and  much  the  Iboner;  if  liberty  of  printing 
be  reduced  into  the  power  of  a  few  ?  But  to  redrefs 
willingly,  and  fpeedily,  what  bath  been  erred,  and  ih 
highest  authority,  to  efteem  a  plain  advertifement,  more 
than  others  have  done  a  fumptuous  bride,  is  a  virtue 
(honoured  Lords  and  Commons  1)  anfwerable  to  your 
higheft  a&ions,  and  whereof  none  can  participate  but 
greateft  and  wifeft  men» 
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OF  TIIE  INNOCENCE  OF  THE  LATE  KING  OF  FRANG£, 
L£ Wis. XVI.  OF  ALL  T»E  CHARGES  LATELY  BROUGHT 
AGAIN^  r  iiIM« 


To  the  FaihSER  of  the  Pjjbck  ADrm^xismm. 


SIR,  'kiUy  7»  I75J3* 

I  Have  lately  feeb  m  work  written  by  M.  li$  SamU  (koM^ 
v^o  was  Secretary  of  fltte  for  fereigii  afiaifs  to  the  laie 
tnoocent  and  uafortunale  King  of  France,  Lewis  the  Six* 
iremh,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  lad,  when  kks  Falacsc  of  the 
Thuilleries  at  Paris  was  aflaulted,  and  bis  faithful  Swib 
guards  were  nurdoped  by  a  furious  mob  of  bandttti,  who 
were  determined  to  convert  the  monarchical  government 
of  France,  limited  and  weak  Us  it  was,  into  a  pure  re^ 
4>ublick.  The  book  is  entitled,  "  AHiftory  oftheConfpi- 
^'  racy  of  the  BepubUcans  of  Paris  againil  the  then  fub» 
.<;  fifling  Government,  which  bioke-out  on  the  toth  of 
^'  Auguft,  1792;"  and  contains  many  proofs  of  a  defign, 
<arried-oa  for  feveral  months  together,  to  embarrafs  and 
degrade,  and  ultimately  to  overthrow,  the  regal  part  of 
the  ConJliiuiionaJ  Gwemnuntf  which  had  been  cftabliihed* 
hy  the  firft  National  AfTembly.  In  profecution  of  this  d<- 
,£gn,  it  was  the  conftant  employment  of  the  writers  of 
.Bepublican  news-papers  to  blacken  the  King's  cbarader 
and  condu&  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  by  alcribiog  to  him 
iriews  which  he  never  entertained,  aor,  (from  the  fcru- 
pulous  integrity,  which  now  appears  to  have  gov^nied. all 
liis  adions,)  was  capable  of  entertaining,  and  meafures  in 
which  be  had  no  concem.    In  particular  it  *was  gtven-cot 
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that  he  fent  money  to  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
formerly  been  of  his  life-guard^  to  encourage  them  to  ferve 
in  the  9rmy  of  the  emigrants  under  his  brothers,  the 
Counts  of  Provence  and  Artois,  and  join  with  the  Auf- 
trians  and  Pruflians  under  the  Duke  of  Brunrwick  in  ihe 
invafion  of  France  in  laft  July,  1792  ;  ^nd  it  was  alfo  faid 
that  he  was  privy  to,  and  encouragcd|  the  treaty  of  Pihiitz 
in  the  preceediog  fummer,  1791,  between  the  Einperour  of 
Germany,  Leopold  II.  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  an  invalion 
of  France,  and  a  re-e(lablifliment  of  the  former  abfolute 
reg«il  government.  Now  the  virtuous  Lewis  was  innocent 
of  both  thefe  charges.  He  had,  indeed,  continued  to  msny 
of  his  old  life-guard«men  their  former  pay :  but  it  was  out 
of  mere  bounty  and  gratitude  to  them  for  their  former 
fervices,  and  upon  an  exprefs  condition  that  they  fhoiild 
continue  to  refide  in  France,  and  ibould  produce  certi- 
ficates of  their  doing  fo  to  the  perfon  from  whom  they 
were  to  receive  the  money,  which  made  it  impoflible  for 
them  to  ferve  in  the  emigrants  army.  I'his  was  proved 
at  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  monarch,  by  a  written 
document  produced  by  M.  De  Seze,  one  of  his  counfel, 
and  of  which  the  authenticity  has  never  been  difputed ; 
and  now  it  is  confirmed  by  a  teftimony  of  M.  De  Sainte 
Croix,  one  of  the  King's  minifters  of  state;  who  likewiie 
informs  us  that  the  King  had  no  concern  in  the  treaty  of 
PilnitB,  and  was  extremely  uncafy  at  the  thoughts  of  an 
invafion  of  his  kingdom  by  German,  or  any  foreign, 
armies,  for  the  purpofe  of  efieAing  a  counter«revoJution| 
and  reftoring  him  to  his  former  power. 

The  paflages  of  Monfieur  De  Sainte  Croix*s  book  which 
relate  to  thefe  fubjecis  are  as  follows : 

<  On  the  7th  of  laft  Auguft,  1792,  that  is,  three  days 
^  before  the  attack  made  on  the  palace  of  the  ThuiUeries^ 

^  ihp 
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the  King,  in  a  conference  I  had  with  him,  in  v^bt^h  he 
mentioned  this  fubjedl  of  his  own  accord,  (bowed  me  a  pa« 
per,  which  proved  that  ever  fince  the  laft  monthft  of  (he 
prcceeding  year,    1 791,   no  payments  had  been   made 
to  thcfe  lifc-guani-mcn,   even  of   the  arrears  that   had 
become  due  before  that  time,  without  autbentick  certifi- 
cates of  their  having  a  known  refidence  in   France.    I 
liavc  had  the  original  order  of  the  King  made  for  this 
purpufc,  and  which  was  all  written   in  his  own   hand- 
writing,  in  my  hands,  and,  from  having  read  it,  can 
atteft  that  this  was  the  purport  of  it/ 
The  next  paflfage  relates  to  ihe  King's  endeavours  to 
prevent  any  hoftile  attempts  agninft  France  from  the  neigh* 
bouring  powers  on  the  Continent,  and  is  as  follows : 

^  Aii  the  political  cabinets  of  Europe  will  bear  witnefi 
^  to  the  fpirit  of  peace  and  conciliation  which  conllantlf 

*  governed  the  King  of  France  in  all  his  tranfa£lions  wilk 
f  foreign  powers.  If  his  enemies  fliould  blame  the  uft 
'  he  made  of  his  influence  at  the  Court  of  Vienna,  I  cam 

*  anfwer,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  making  the  ufe  they 

*  would  fugged  of  this  influence,  that,  fo  long  ago  as  the 
'  fpring  of  the  year  179 1,  he  prevented  the  execution  of 
'  a  fecret  plan  that  had  been  fettled  at  Maottia  for  invading 

*  France  about  two  months  after,  when  the  French  anaiiea 

*  were  as  yet  incompleat,  and  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom 

*  undefended*     And  in  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year  1791,. 

*  he  prevented  the  cfliedls  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz  i  and  ia 
'the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he  concerted  meafures  with 
^  the  Emperour  for  keeping  all  the  troops  and  military 
'  preparations  that  had  lately  been  making  near  the  Rhine, 

*  from  pafling  that  river  towards  the  eailern  frontier  of 
^  France.    That  thefe  things  are  fo,  I,  (who  have  been  the 

*  King's  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  and  muft  therefore 
<  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  acquainted  with  tbem^)  dp 
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pttfitivdy  aflert«  Let  the  King's  enemies,  if  they  pre* 
tend  16  doubt  of  them,  publifh  the  papers  of  the  King's 
forttgn  conrefpondence,  which  their  mobs  carried-off  by 
fiifte  from  tfce  palace  of  Che  ThiiHIeries  on  the  fatal  loth 
of  Atiguft.  I  challenge  thcni  to  do  fo  :  for  the  Publick 
wiH  tlicn  fee  the  mod  indifputabic  proofs  of  the  repeated 
aild  moft  eameft  endeavours  of  the  King  to  avoid  this 
war  with  the  powers  of  Germany,  which  was  firft  pror 
^okedj  and,  afterwards  abfolutely  brought-on  and  en- 
gaged-in  by  thofc  very  jxsrfons  who  now  have  the  auda- 
city to  lay  the  Uame  of  it  upon  him.  They  feem  to 
think  it  poiTible  for  us  to  have  forgot  that  the  National 
AflTembly  pafled  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  one  of  the 
King's  Minifters,  Monficur  de  Leflart,  merely  becaufc  he 
had  avoided  entering  into  the  war;  and  that  the  republi- 
can party,  by  threatning  the  King  with  the  dangers  of 
another  hifurre&ion  at  Paris,  forced  him  to  admit  to  the 
office,  which  that  Miniftcr  was  obliged  to  quit,  another 
perfon  who  was  devoted  to  their  views,  Monfieur  du 
Mouriez,  and  who  foon  managed  matters  in  fuch  a  way, 
as  to  make  the  entering  into  that  war  a  meafure  of  ab- 
folute  neceflity.  As  to  the  King  himfelf,  he  never 
confidered  war  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  frefh  fourcc 
of  publick  confufions  and  misfortunes  ;  and,  inllead  of 
wifliing  for  a  counter-revolution,  he  dreaded  it  as  an 
occaHon  of  committing  new  crimes  that  would  further 
diflionour  the  nation ;  and  he  ufcd  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  any  interference  of  foreign  powers  in  the 
domellick  concerns  of  France.  Alas !  how  little  is  bis 
character  underftood  \  the  only  objects  of  his  wiflies  ire^ 
to  fee  a  (lop  to  the  prcfcnt  confuHons  and  political  dif- 
fenfions  of  France,  a  return  of  the  bleffings  of  domeflick 
peace  and  good  order,  and,  above  all,  a  revival  of  the 
people's  good  opinion  of  him^  and   confidence  in  the 

*  purity 
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'  purity  of  his  intentions*  The  want  of  this  confidence  U 
'  what  affli6b  him  more  than  all  his  other  misfortunes ; 
'  and  he  could  bear  with  patience  the  grofleft  calumuies,.  if 
'  they  did  not  make  an  impreflion  on  the  people.     At  the 

<  very  thought  of  this  effe&  of  them,  I  have  feen  the  tears 

*  come  into  his  eyes*  It  is  that,  (faid  he  on  the  3d  of  laft 
'  Auguft,  1792)  it  is  that  circumftance  that  wounds  my 

*  very  foul — But  the  people,  I  truft,  will  one  day  know  how* 
'  much  their  happinefs  was  the  objedk  of  my  concern,  my 
'  only  wi(b,  and  my  grcateft  want.  Oh !  how  many  of 
'  the  misfortunes  which  I  am  doomed  to  fuffer,  would 
^  become  tight,  and  lofe  their  power  of  afBiding  me,  if  I 

<  could  but  once  perceive  the  fligtheft  mark  of  the  return  of 
^  my  people's  love/*  O  !  mod  unhappy,  and  moft  deluded 
'  people  of  France!  furely  when  you  hekr  that  yourSove* 

*  reign  uttered  thefe  affectionate  expreffions,  your  e)*eli  alfo 
*  '  ought  to  be  fitted  with  tears !' 

'Mr.  Printer,  if  you  think  thefe  paflages,  in  favour  <^  the 
dumber  of  the  late  unfortunate  King  of  France,  worth 
piibtiihing  in  your  ufeful  paper,  I  may  perhapd  fend  you 
another  extraft  from  the  fame  book  to  the  fameeffe^. 
Mr.  Pope  &ys,  that  <  An  honeft  man's  the  nobleft  work 
of  God.'  Now  I  take  Lewis  the  XVIth  to  have  been 
-  really  an  honed  man }  and,  if  fo,  he  is  not  the  lels  to  be 
honoured  on  that  account,  becaufe  he  was  a  King}  but 
lather  the  reverfe,  on  account  of  the  temptations  to  which 
Kings  are  expofed  from  iheir  high  fiation,  and  the  flattery 
with  which  they  are  continually  furroundcd,  even  from  their 
•arljr  yoiith^  and  which  has  a  ftrong  tendency  to  corrupt 

A  QONSXANT  READER* 

F-  M. 
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ON  MR.  COURTNArS  INTENDED  MOTION,  CONCERNING 
THE  PROCESS  OF  ECCLESIAS IICAL  COURTS,  AGAINST 
PERSONS  MARRIED  TOGETHER  IN  SOME  MANNER  NOT 
ALLOWED  BY  LAW. 


Ta  the  Pmjktsx  of  tlu  Public  Adfestislr. 


m 

SIR,  Maj9,  1793. 

I  Cannot  but  wonder  at  Mr.  Courtnay's  having  put-gff 
hh  intended  motion  concemiug  the  women  that  are  now  yi 
prifon,  by  procefs  of  the  Ecclefiaflical  courts^  on  accoupt 
of  the  difficuhy  of  providing  a.  remedy  to  i\n$  grievance. 
The  reuKicy  appears  to  me  to  be  very  obvious — it  is  (imfjy 
this:  To  allow  of  fome  other  mode  of  marrying,  as  ieg^l, 
beddes  that  prefcribed  by  the  church  of  England. 

As  the  law  now  ftands,  there  is  no  other  mode  of  rotrry- 
iog  that  is  clearly  and  indtfputably  legal.— -I  fay  clearly  4sd 
indlfpulably  \tp\f  becaufe  I  kaow  that  the  marriages  of 
Jews  and  Quakers  are  fpoken'-of  in  Lord  Hardwickc's  mar- 
riage-a6l,  pafled  in  the  year  1 752,  as  if  they  were  legal ; 
whicli  may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  collateral,  or  occafioniJ» 
legiflative  confirmation  of  them.*— Yet,  if  a  Quaker  wns 
to  die  intcAate^  and  in  pofleflion  of  a  landed  cftate  of  inberi« 
tance,  arnl  his  wife  was  to  claim  herdower  of  one  third  part 
of  his  faid  landed  efiate  during  her  life  ;  and  the  inteftatt's 
next  heir,  (as,  for  infiance,  his  brother,)  was  to  difpute  ber 
claim  to  such  dower,  on  the  ground  of  her  not  having  been 
lawfully  married  to  the  intedate,  I  do  not  fee  how  (he  owWf 
ever  eRabliih  her  marriage ;  as  the  only  knov/n  way  of  prov- 
ing a  marriage  in  fuch  an  aAion  for  dower,  is  to  procure 
from  the  hi  (hop  of  the  diocefe  in   which   the  marriage 
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was  fufenmizedf  his  certificate  that  the  faicl  parties  were 
at  fuch  a  time  and  place  joined-together  in  holy  matri- 
mony, Ifgitimo  matrimonio  copulati]  which  certificate)  I 
prefume,  would  not  be  granted  to  the  Quaker's  wife. 
And  ftill  lefs  do«8  our  law  allow  the  validity  of  niarriaget 
performed  according  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  Mahometan  • 
religion,  or  any  other  religion  lefs  known  to  Englithhien. 
Yet  It  is  certain,  that  aH  perfons  who  are  permitted  to 
live  in  England,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  marry  there; 
and  it  is  likewife  certain,  that,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  Proteftant  religion,  marriage  is  not  a  facrament^ 
but  a  civil  contrad.  It  feems,  therefore,  to  be  reasonable 
that  an  a6t  of  Parliament  ihould  be  pafTed  to  this  effect, 
to  wit,  i(f.  To  make  all  the  marriages  celebrated  in  the 
meeting-houfes,  or  chapels^  of  Proteftant  diffenters,  (duljr 
Iicenfed  according  to  the  Toleration-a6l)  lawful :  and  2ndly, 
To  declare  all  marriages  celebrated  by  Quakers,  in  their 
iheeting-houfes,  and  by  Jews  in  their  fynagogues,  to  be 
alfo  lawful :  and,  3dly,  To  declare  that  alt  marriages  that 
ftall  be  entered-into  before  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  any 
county,  at  their  Quarter-feflions,  or  oiher  general  feffions, 
ind  perhaps,  even  before  any  two  Juftices  of  the  Peace, 
fhall  alfo  be  lawful.  This  would  accommodate  perfons 
of  all  religion?,  and  of  all  different  fe3s  of  religion,  and 
prevent  such  grievances  as  thofc  which  Mr.  Courlenay  pro- 
|k>fes  to  relieve.  In  the  mean  while,  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  the  Eccleiiaftical  courts  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  their 
eondu£l  in  this  unfortunate  bufinefs,  as  they  have  only  done 
their  duty  with  refpeft  to  the  perfons  brought  before  them 
upon  a  charge  of  Incontinence,  upon  the  principles  of  the 

Law^  as  it  now  (lands. 

I  am  your 

CONSTANT  RBADER, 
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BiEASONS   WHY  THE  WAR   WITH   FBAJMCE  COULD 

KOT  BE  AVOIDED. 


To  the  PMt^TEjt  o/the  Pumlic  Advmrtzsbm* 


SIR,  ,S^//.  48,1793. 

I  AM  one  of  those  who  lament  the  war  we  arc  now  en- 
gaged in  with  France  as  a  very  great  evil,  but  think  it  is  an 
evil  of  neceffity,  that  ^ould  not  have  been  avoided,  and 
therefore  mgfi  be  fubmitted-to  with  patience,  and  carried- 
Qn  (3s  it  has  bee;^i)  with  vigootT. 

M y  rcafon  for  thinking  k  could  not  have  been  avoided  is, 
that  it  fecms  to  have  been  a  fixed  principle  of  the  new  re- 
publican governours  of  France  (though  not  of  the  makers  of 
the  former  ConQitutional  Monarchy,  as  it  is  called)  to  ex- 
tend their,  new  mode  of  government  to  other  nations* 
Their  refolulions  of  the  15th  and  30ih  of  lad  December, 
1792,  prove  this  beyond  a  doubt ;  and  their  bold  and  wan- 
ton Declarations  of  \yar  againfl  both  Spain  and  Great- 
Britain  at  the  fame  time,  and  their  ipvafion  of  Hollaiid  by 
laying  fiege  to  Williamiiadt,  and  taking  pofleilion  of  Breda, 
are  notorious  confirmations  of  it. — And  lately  Mr.  Mallet 
du  P$in,  the  bold  and  upright  author  of  the  valuable  French 
periodical  paper,  called  Le  Mercure  de  France^  which  was 
publiflud  every  week  (if  I  miftake  not)  from  the  $rft  miectr 
ing  of  the  Slates  General  pf  France  in  May,i789,  to  the  be- 
ginnmg  pf  AMgMft,  1792,  when  Monarchy  and  the  Liberty 
of  th«  Prefs  were  aboliflied  together,  and  the  pra&ice  of 
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^aflkifinaticn  and  of  fummary  trial  and  condemnation  by  thi: 
mob^  or^  as  they  are  called,  the  /(wereign  feopUy  a£itng  iii 
their  own  perfons,  and  not  by  their  reprcTentatives^  wa^ 
adopted,  aad,  at  leaft,  connived^at  by  the  Convention^— I 
fay,  this  Mr.  Mallet  du  Pan  has  lately  given  us  an  extra6l: 
from  a  letter  of  Monfieur  BriiSbt  (a  great  leader  of  the  re^ 
publican  party  in  France)  written  in  confidence  to  one  of 
hisYriends,  (who  was  a  Member  of  the  French  Convention^ 
and  deputed  by  them  to  fuperintend  the  Generals  of  their 
armies,)  which  expreffly  avows  this  mod  dangerous  and 
hoftile  principle.  The  words  of  Monfieur  Briflbt  are  as 
follows :  ^'  II  faut  incendier  les  quatre  coins  de  Tlilurope  t 
Notre  falut  eft  li  :"  That  is,  "  We  muft  fct  the  ftnir  cor* 
ners  of  Europe  on  fire :  Our  fafety  lies  in  thai."— This 
paflage  of  Mr.  Briflbt's  letter  is  contained  in  the  37th  pagi 
of  a  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Mallet  du  Pan,  lately  publiihed; 
which  is  entitled,  '^  Confiddrations  fur  la  Nature  de  la 
Revolution  de  France,  et  fur  les  Caufes  qui  en  prolongent 
\a  dur^e,*'  and  contains  much  curious  and  Important  in^- 
formation. — ^Mr,  Mallet  likevvife  informs  us  (in  pa^e  3a  of 
the  fame  pamphlet,  note  l),  that  this  fame  Monfieur 
Briflbt,  about  laft  September,  1793,  when  the  mob  of  Paris 
was  plundering  and  beheading  the  editors  of  news-papers 
of  a  contrary  party  to  himfelf  (who  is  aifo  a  publi(her  of  a 
news-paper),  excufed  all  thefe enormities  by  faying,  "That 
'*  it  was  proper  to  yield  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
^  the  times,  and  to  let  the  laws  fleep  a  little  with  refpect 
•*  to  the  perpetrators  of  them  ;"  and  he  further  informs  us, 
that  the  fame  Monfieur  Briflbt  publickly  and  folemnly 
boafied,  "  That  he  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  French 
'*  Government's  declaring  waragainft  the  Auftrians  inApril, 
"  1793,  with  a  view  to  find  an  opportunity,  on  the  firft 
^  &tiureof  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms,  of  throwingtheblame 
f*  of  fuch  failure  upon  the  King,  and  accufing  him  of  collnd-k 
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**  ing  with  the  enemy,  and  betraying  the  caufe  ofFrance^ 
'^  and,  by  means  of  fucb  accufatioos^  of  driving  him  from 
^*  the  ihronc/' 

Mr.  Mallet  du  Pan  informs  us  of  another  carious  faA, 
which  (hews  us  how  much  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  are 
loft  to  all  feufe  of  juftice  or  humanity. 

There  are  now  in  France  many  bloody  Tribunals^  lately 
created  fur  trying  crimes  againft  the  State,  which  are  called 
Bevolutionary  Tribunals,  befidea  the  principal  one,  which 
is  at  Paris,  and  by  which  fo  many  unhappy  perfons  have 
been  put  to  death.  One  of  thefe  is  for  the  Department  of 
the  river  Ain,  and  the  prifon  belonging  to  it  is  at  a  place 
called  fiourg.  Many  prifoners  of  different  ranks  and  con* 
ditions  were  confined  in  this  prifon  of  Bourg  for  pretended 
State-crimes.  But,  as  there  were  no  proofs  of  their  guilt, 
the  Judges  of  the  revolutionary  Tribunal  of  that  Depart- 
ment did  not  condemn  them  to  die.  This  regard  to  juftice 
was  confidered  by  the  Commiffioners  from  the  Convention, 
who  were  fent  to  fuperintend  their  proceedings*  as  a  cri* 
ninal  (lacknefs  and  negle6l  of  their  duly,  and  the  Com* 
mifBoners  upbraided  them  on  account  of  it  ;  to  which  when 
ihey  anfwered,  ^^  that  they  could  not  find  in  their  hearts  to 
*^  condemn  to  death  a  crowd  of  citizens  of  all  forts  and 
'^  conditions  that  were  then  in  the  prifous,  without  having 
«*  proofs  of  iheir  guilt" — the  Commiflioncrs  replied  (harply, 
and  with  countenances  full  of  anger,  ^^  Why  !  if  we  had 
*^  thought  it  neccffary  to  proceed  only  upon  proofs,  could- 
**  we  ever  have  condemned  Lewis  Capet  ?"  Such  arc  the 
perfons  who  now  govern  the  French  nation. 

Before  I  conclude  this  Utter,  I  will  juft  mention  what  t 
take  lo  be  the  grand  milUke  of  the  French  nation,  and  of 
thcf  political  writers  whole  feniiments  they  have  adopted^ 
within  the  laft  four  or  five  years.  It  is,  "  that  civil  govern* 
•uent  (hould  be  adtuinifterd  by  the  people  at  large/'  Now^ 
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this  IS  totally  tmprafticable  in  a  large  country,  fuch  as  Etig* 
{and  or  France,  and  very  abfurd  and  inexpedient  in  a  fmall 
country,  fuch  as  one  of  the  fmaller  Swifs  Cantons,  or  the 
Republic  of  Geneva.  On  Xha  contrary,  it  is  in  all  cafes 
expedient  to  delegate  the  power  of  Government  to  ajlleii 
pari  of  the  fociety  that  is  to  be  governed  ;  whether,  to  one 
perfuQ,  (which  makes  an  Abfolute  Monarchy)  or  to  one  per- 
fon  with  an  aflcmbly  of  reprefentatives  chofen  by  the  peo- 
ple, or  by  the  land-holders  or  houfe -holders  of  the  country 
{which  would  make  a  Limited  Monarchy  fimilar  to  the  late 
Conftitutional  Monarchy  of  France,)  or  to  one  perfon 
With  two  aflemblies^  the  one  conlifting  of  the  richer  part 
of  the  fociety,  either  holding  their  feats  by  Inheritance, 
^to  make  them  independent  of  the  King,  or  appointed 
t>y  the  King  for  life,  but  with  certain  neceiTary  qualifi^ 
cations  of  large  property  or  high  offices ;  and  ihe  other 
chofen  by  tbe  people,  or  by  the  land-holders  or  houfe* 
holders  among  the  people,  {which  would  make  a  Limi- 
ted Monarchy,  fuch  as  that  of  England)  or  to  one  or  two 
feled  aflemblies,  without  a  fingle  perfon,  which  would 
make  a  ComnKin-weahh,  orRepublick.  Thefe  and  other 
4uch  modifications  of  the  publick  power,  delegated  by  the 
whole  foeiety  to  a  fele£t  part  of  it,  are  pradicable  fchemes, 
and  may  produce  a  tolerable  fyftem  of  Government,  under 
which  a  oivil  fociely  may  flouriih  atid  be  happy. 

But  for  the  whole  people  to  retain  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  their  own  hands,  and  exercife  it  themfelves,  is 
the  height  of  all  abfurdity,  and  was  never  attempted  before 
the  prefent  experiment  in  Fran.ee ;  of  which  we  fee,  and 
feel,  and  lament,  the  horrid  .effects ! 

In  all  the  ancient  republick^bf  Greece  and  Italy,  thema- 
jority  of  the  people  were  fiav^is.  In  Athens  (which  is  oft;ei;i 
mentioned  as  a  noble -democracy,  in  which  ttie  people  gor 
vemed  themfelves,)  there  were  only  20,000  free  citizens, 
and  400,000  (laves  ;  that  is,  twenty  parts  out  of  twenty-one 
were  governed  by  the  remaining  twenty-firft  pari. 
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In  SptrU^  the  HiUts^  who  were  kept  in  a  ihanieful  ftate 
of  (lavery^  were  much  more  numerous  than  the  free  Spar- 
tans. And  the  like  obfenration  may  be  made  on  the  in- 
habitants of  Rome^  and  the  other  Republican  governments 
of  antiquity. 

In  (horty  the  truth  is,  firft^  that  all  juft  government  is /or 
the  people,  and  ought  to  have  their  welfare  and  happinefs 
in  view  as  its  grand  olgefk,  and  not  the  happinefs  of  the 
governing  few,  otherwife  than  in  common  with  the  govern- 
ed, or  inferior  members  of  the  fociety  ;  aod,  fecondly,  all 
juft  government  is  derived  from  the  people,  or  founded  on 
their  confent,  either  exprefled  or  implied,  fince  no  man,  or 
body  of  men,  have  received  an  exprefs  commiffion  from  the 
Supreme  Being  to  govern  their  fellow-creatures  \  but,  tbird«» 
ly,  it  is  equally  true  that  all  good  government  ought  to  be 
veiled  m  a  iele£l  part  of  the  people,  with  the  choice  and 
confent  of  the  reft,  and  not  in  the  people  at  large,  and  that 
it  ihould  be  adminiftered  by  fuch  fele£t  part,  and  (hould  be 
fubmitted-to  by  the  reft  of  the  people  with  chearful,  re- 
fpe£iful,  and  grateful,  obedience,  which  is  commonly  called 
loyalty  J  till  fonie  enormous  abufes  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, by  the  governing  part  of  the  fociety,  have  been  con)- 
plained-of,  and  petitioned- againft,  by  the  perfons  who  have 
iuffered  from  them,  and  yet  have  not  been  corre£ied  and 
reformed,  but  infolently  perfevered-in  and  reputed;  in 
which  cafe  there  Ii6s  in  the  people  at  large  a  inoral  right, 
not  togovernthemfelves,but  to  diflblvethegovernment  which 
they  had  before  adopted,  difmifs  their  governoursi  and  choofe 
better  men  in  their  flead,  and,  ifneceflary,  a  better  form 
of  government  than  they  had  before  ;  and  then  fubmit  to 
fuch  new  governours  and  new  form  of  government  with  the 
fame  deference,  refpe£l,  and  humility,  with  which  they 
had  before  fubmitted  to  the  former  government,  while  it 

had 
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bad  been  juftly  adminiftered^  and  before  the  exillenoe  of 
the  abufes  which  bad  givea  occafion  to  its  overthrow. 

Every  interference  of  the  people  at  laiige  with  govern- 
ment^ beyond  this^  leads  only  to  confufion  and  mifery. 

I  remain^ 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 


S  ^  THOUaHT(S 
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rUOUGHTS  ON   IHE  LATE  NEGOTIATION  FOR  PEACF 


To  the  POINTER  of  the  Morning  Herald. 


Mr.  £ditor,  Oct.  1,  1797. 

On  reading  in  your  Paper  this  mornings  that  the  French 
DireAory  infifted,  in  the  late  negotiation  at  Lifle,  on  Great 
Britain's  reftoring  all  the  conquefts  (he  has  made  both  from 
the  French  and  from  the  Dutch  before  ihev  will  confent  to 
Peace  with  us^  it  occurred  to  me  that  fuch  a  demand  would 
give  us  a  juft  pretence  for  forming  a  counter-demand  of 
fomcwhat  the  fame  nature,  but  much  more  moderate  in  iti4 
extent,  upon  them  and  their  allies,  the  new  Batavian  Re 
public.  This  demand  is,  that  the  French  Government  would 
reftore  to  the  Batavian  Republic  the  town  of  Macstricht, 
and  all  the  reft  of  what  was  called  Dutch  Brabant,  and  every 
thing  elfe  that  the  late  Dutch  Government  poiTefled  in  theLow 
Countries  before  the  French  invafion;  and  would  alfo  cede 
to  them  the  city  and  Marquifate  of  Antwerp,  and  the  town 
of  Oflend,  with  the  diftri£t  adjoining  it;  and  that  the  Bata-> 
vian  Republic  would  reftore  to  the  prince  of  Orange  all  the 
eftates  which  have  been  taken  from  him,  and  which  belonged 
to  him  as  prince  of  Orange,  independently  of  his  office  of 
Stadtholder.     Such  a  propofal  would,  I  fliould  fuppofe,  be 
agreeable  to  the  Batavian  Republic,   as  it  would  tend,   in 
fome  degree,  to  reftore  them  to  a  ftate  of  independence  of 
France,  of  which  they  are  atprefeut  little  better  then  a  pro- 
vince: and  it  would  be  but  a  fmall  diminution  of  the  lafge 
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and  populous  territories  acquired  hy  France  in  this  unfortu- 
nate war,  by  the  conqueft  of  the  reft  of  the  Auftrian  Nether*- 
lands,  which  it  is  now  in  vain  to  think  of  wreftiog  from 
theiOy  though  it  is  a  great  misfortune  to  us,  as  well  as  to  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  provinces  themfelvesy  and  to  their  lale 
Sovereign,  tbeElmperour  of  Germany,  and  to  theDutch,tbat 
thofe  provinces  have  been  conquered  by  them.  For  this  unhap* 
py  event, we  areto  thank  ihearbitraryencroachmentsmadeon 
the  liberties  of  thofifc  inhabitants  by  the  late  Emperour  Jofeph 
IL  in  breach  of  the  oath  he  had  taken  to  maintain  thofe 
liberties,  and  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  alone  he 
bad  any  right  of  fovereignty  over  thofe  countries:  perhaps  al- 
fo  we  may  thank  the  (upinenefs  and  negligence  of  our  own 
Government  at  that  time,  in  not  interfering  with  that  rafli 
and  tyrannical  Emperour,  in  the  bed  manner  we  could,  to 
check  his  proceedings,  and  prote£t  the  liberties  of  thofe 
people,  as  being  guarantees  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by. 
which  thofe  liberties  were  promifed  to  be  continued  to  them. 
Thefe  things,  however,  are  now  pad,  and  the  mifchiefs  of 
various  kinds  produced  by  them  are  irreparable.  But, 
though  thofe  provinces  cannot  now  be  recovered  from 
France,  yet,  furely,  we  m^y  hope  to  procure  the  fm^Il  por- 
tions of  them  above-mentioned  to  be  reftored  and  ceded  to 
the  Batavian  Republick,  in  order  to  procure  it  a  moderate 
degree  of  independence:  and  this  would  be  of  great  impor- 
tance towards  the  prefervation  of  our  own  independence. 
Perhaps,  alfo,  as  great  changes  are  now  making  over  all 
Europe,  it  might  be  expedient  for  us  to  give  up  Gibraltar  to 
the  Spaniards,  in  exchange  for  the  ifland  of  Minorca, 
which,  though  not  quite  fo  ftrong  as  Gibraltar,  could  npt 
have  been  taken  from  us,  either  in  ihe  year  1 756,  or  the 
year  1781,  if  the  garrifon  had  been  (Ironger  than  it  was  by 
only  1500  or  2000  men. 

And,  as  the  Weft-India  Colonies  will  be  of  no  ufe  either  to 
us  or  any  other  of  the  Ei^ropean  States  to  which  they  be- 
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long,  tinlefr  the  negro  flaves  in  them  continue  in  a  ftste  of 
fubjedion  and  indoftry,  I  could  wifli  that  we  fhould  rei«n 
Marlinico,  and  have  all  the  other  French  Colonies  tbere^  faeh 
M  Guaddoupe  and  St  Domingo,  ceded  to  us,  or  ceded  to 
the  Spaniards,  by  the  French;  and,  in  confideration  of  fnch 
ceflions,  we  (hould  be  ready  to  pay  to  the  French  a  Aim  of 
two  or  three  millions  of  pounds  fteiiing.  This  measure  I 
(hould  confider  as  expedient,  not  from  an  avaricious  defireof 
tnonopolizing  all  the  fugar-iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  but 
for  the  fake  of  preferving  our  own  former  fugar-iflands, 
which  will  foon  be  rendered  ufelefs  to  tis,  and  even  become 
a  nnifance  both  to  us  and  to  all  the  commercial  States  in  the 
world,  if  Martinico,  Ooadaloupe,  and  the  other  French 
iflands,  (hall  be  brought  into  the  miferable  ftate  of  St« 
Domihgo,  by  the  fudden  emancipation  of  the  negro  Haves. 
I  would  not,  however,  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  frietid  to  the 
Slave-trade  :.for  T  heartily  wifli  it  were  abolifiied,  according  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce's  benevolent,  and,  as  I  think,  prudent,  plan, 
and  that  without  further  delay<  But  this  is  quite  a  different 
quelVion  from  that  of  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes 
already  in  the  Weft-India  iflands;  forfuch  an  emancipation, 
befides  being  an  enormous  injury  to  the  Planters  who  own 
them,  would  throw  every  thing  into  confufion,  and  bring* 
on  the  general  mifery  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  Colonies, 
the  negroes  themfelvi?s,  as  well  as  the  white  men,  their 
m^fters. 

It  is  only  to  avoid  fuch  general  fcenes  of  mifipry  and  defola- 
tion  that  I  (hould  wi(h  to  have  the  French  fflands  ceded  to 
us;  and  I  fhould,  therefore,  be  almoft  as  well  pleafed  to  fee 
the  whole  ifland  of  St.  Domingo  ceded  to  the  Spaniards 
(who  are  faid  to  be  the  mildeft  and  moft  judicious  mafters  of 
flavcs  of  any  of  the  European  nations  that  have  fettled  in 
America),  as  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  preferva- 
tion  of  our  own  independance  and  of  our  property,  and  not 
theacquifition  of  more  power,  or  wealth,  or  trade,  ought  now 

to 


^3 

10  be  our  great  objed ;  and  to  this  obje£l  the  nieafures  I 
Iiave  fuggefted  would  coDtribute. 

A§  to  the  propofal  of  paying  two  or  three  millions  of 

pounds  fterling  for  thofe  iflands,  I  confefs  it  is  a  mortifying 

and  humiliating  condition ;  but  we  are  not  victorious  in  the 

prefent  war^  and  muft  fubmit  to  the  inconveniences  refulting 

froxa  the  ill  fuccefs  of  it :  and  we  ought  to  recolle6l,  that^ 

at  the  enormous  rate  of  expence  at  which  this  war  has 

been  carried-on,(whether  fuch  expence  has  been  neceflary  or 

not,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine;)  three  millions  of  pounds 

fterling  is  lefs  then  the  expence  of  carrying-on  the  war  for 

only  two  months ;  and,  confequently,  many  a  fum  of  three 

xnillions  muft  be  fpent  in  confequence  of  our  refufal  to  pay 

this,  or  fome  fuch,  fum,  if  the  French  fliould  be  difpofed  to 

accept  of  it  as  the  price  of  thofe  iflands  and  of  an  immediate 

peace. 

If  these  conditions  were  complied-with  by  the  French,  I 
ihould  think  Great  Britain  ought  to  think  berfelf  happy  to 
obtain  the  reftoration  of  peace  by  the  ceflion  of  the  French 
faftory  of  Pondicherry,  the  Dutch  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  the 
value  of  the  (hips  deftroyed  at  Toulon;  and  even  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  of  every  other  place  that  we  may  have 
taken  from  either  the  French  or  the  Dutch  Republicks  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war. 

A  LOVEIIOF  PEACE. 
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ftfiFLECTIONS  ON  SOME  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORT  AN  r  AR- 
TICLES THATIT  WOIH.D  BE  REASONABLE  TO  ADOPr 
IN  FORMING  A  LEGISLATIVE  UNION  OF  THE  TWO 
KINGDOMSOF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND;  M^HTCH 
WAS  A  MEASURE  THAT  WAS  MUCH  THE  SUBJECT  OP 
CONVERSATION  \U  I'Hfe  YEAtlS  1797  AND  170S.  AND 
WHICH  WAS  AFI'EUWARDS  CARRIED  INl'O  EXECU- 
TION IN  THE  YEAR  18C0. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Old  Engljsitmjn  afut 

ANTI-'J^COBJIf    ExjMiyER. 


Siit^ 

I  Have  read  with  great  pleafurea  pamphlet  publ'tihed  af 
Dublin,  and  iince  republiflied  at  London,  entitled,  ^'  Argu^ 
menisfor  and  againfl  an  Union  beiween  Great^Britain  and 
Ireland  eonfidered/'  in  which  the  writer  fets-forth  the  great 
advantages  that  would  accrue  to  both  kingdoms  from  fucb 
ameafure  in  fo  full  and  clear  a  light,  that  I  hope  it  will  over- 
come the  prejudices  that  have  been  hitherto  entertained  on 
both  iides  the  Irifti  Channel  againft  the  meafure,  and  will 
prdve  the  means  of  inducing  both  Icingdoms  to  adopt  it. 
Seventy  qr  eighty  years  ago,  I  believe,  apropofal  of  this  kind 
made  by  GresitrSritain  would  have  been  chearfully  and 
thankfully  acpe^ed-to  by  the  Irifh  Nation :  but  then  the 
Britifli  Nation  was  too  proud  to  offer  it.  And  for  thefe 
laft  twenty  years^  when  Great  Britain  would  probably  have 
been  willing  to  confedt  to  it,  the  Irifh  Nation  have  been  too 
proud  to  accept  it.  But  now  that  a  rebellion  has  be^n  raif- 
ed  in  Ireland  upon  the  new  French  principles,  or,  rather, 
pretenfionsj  of- Liberty  andJ^fffiQlity,  that  is,  in  truth,  upon 

the 


the  principles  of  robbery  and  murder,  or  with  si  view  to  ro^ 
the  cftabliflied  church  of  Ireland  of  its  tythes  and  other 
property,  and  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  their  eftates,  and 
that  a  great  part  of  the  peafantry  of  Ireland  has  been  feduc- 
edby  Mr.  Wolfe  Tone,  Mr.  Napper  Tandy,  Mr.  Archi- 
bald Rowan,  and  their  other  pretended  patriots,  to  join  in 
this  rebellion,  with  out  even  the  pretence  of  area!  grievance, 
and  to  invite  the  republicans  of  Prance^  (the  deftroyers  and 
plunderers  of  the  really  free  countries  of  Holland,  Brabant, 
and  Switzerland,)  to  invade  their  country  and  aflift  them  in 
theirprojeA  of  forming  themfelves  into  a  republick  similar  to 
that  of  France ;  and  the  Parliament  and  Government  of 
Ireland  have  found  themfelves  unable  to  repress  this  rebel* 
lion,  without  the  help  of  many  thoufand  Britifli  troops;—* 
it  may  be  hoped  that  they  will  fee  the  neceffity  of  a  clofer 
and  more  intimate  conne£iion  with  Great-Britain,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  return  of  the  like  dangers.  Taking  it  therefore 
for  granted  that  this  wife,  and  indeed  indifpenfable,  nieafure 
of  an  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms  will*  be  thought  rea- 
fonable  on  both  fides  the  Irifh  Channel,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to 
mention  fome  thoughts  that  have  occurred  to  me  concern*' 
ing  the  terms  of  it. 

In  the  iirft  place  then,  as  I  ardently  defire  to  fve  thitf 
great  meafure  adopted,  I  would  endeavour  to  make  it 
palateable  to  the  Irfli  nation  by  allowing  them  avefy  ample 
number  of  reprefentatives  in  the  Britifh  Parliament,  to 
wit,  fifty  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  a  hundred 
members  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Of  the  fifty  mem* 
hers  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  eleven  (hould  be  Iriih  Bishops, 
which  is  half  the  whole  number  of  archbiihops  and  bi<* 
fhops  in  Ireland ;  and  thefe  (hould  be  the  four  arch-bi(bops 
and  the  bifliops  of  the  feven  richeft  bifliopricks  in  Ireland, 
which  fliould  be  enumerated  innhe  a£b  of  Union.  But,  if 
the  biihops  of  the  fees  did  not  attend  the  Parliament  on  the 
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fiisft  day  of  any  SeOion  of  Parliament,  the  other  biftops^  of 
foes  not  enumerated  in  the  a&  of  Union,  might  attend  ia 
their  ftead^  and  (hould  be  intitled  to  receive  from  the  feveral 
bifliQips  in  whofe  ftead  tbey  attended,  the  fum  of  500  pounds 
to  defray  the  expeoce  of  their  attendance.     The  other  39 
Irifh  Lords  who  flioujd  be  admitted  into  the  Britifli  Houfe 
of  Lords^  fliould  be  fuch  as  were  not  already  Britifli  peers9 
and  ihould  be  elected  by  fuch  Irifli  Lords  as  were  not 
already  Britifli  peers.    And  for  the  future  no  new  peers 
ibould  be  created  for  Ireland  only^  any  more  than  there 
have  been  new  peers  created  for  Scotland  only  lince  the 
Unipn  of  the  two  kingdoms  *in  the  year  1707;  but  all 
new  peers  Ibould  be  peers  of  Great* Britain.    As  to  the 
hm^dred  members  to  be  admitted  into  the  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Omimona,  I  fliouid  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  permit 
all  the  members  for  Counties  to  make  a  part  of  them,  and 
to  filUtip  the  remainder  of  the  number  from  fome  of  the 
moft  eipinettt  cities  and  trading-towns  in  Ireland,  fuch  as 
Dublin,  Corky  Belfaft,  Athloncj  Londonderry,  Armagh, 
Walerford^  Limerick,  Port-Arlington,  Kiogfale,  Lifbume^ 
InniflcilUn,  G^lwlu^,  Athy,  Kilkenny,  Wicklow,  and  Dun- 
dalk.    This  method  of  compofing  the  Irifli  members  of  the 
Britifli  Hpufe    of  Commons  would  in  a  great  meafure 
opeiate  as  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  tbat  houfe, 
which  is  thought  by  maay  perfons  to  be  a  matter  of  the 
^ateft  importance.    For  there  are  34  Counties  in  Ireland, 
each  of  which  fends  two  members  to  parliament ;  fo  that^ 
if  thi^  method  of  compofing  this  addition  to  the  Britifli 
Houfe  of  jCommons  were  to  be  adopted,  we  fliould  have  58 
new  membiers  of  Counties  in  that   Legiflative  aflembly, 
which  would  go  a  greajt  way  towards  efi*e£ting  the  improve- 
ment of  its  conftitution  fuggefted  by  the  late  mucb-admir* 
ed  Idinifter^  the  Earl  of  Chatham^  who  propafed  that  an 
hundred  additional  members  for  Counties  fliould  be  admitt- 
ed 
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td  into  ihe  Britiih  Houfe  of  CommonSy  ia  order^  as  he 
exprefled  il^  to  infiifr  new  and  wbole/ams  bhodf  ihzXi^ 
new  life  and  independance  into  ity  in  oppofition  to  the 
members  for  boroughs^  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  too  often 
feekers  of  promotion  and  pecuniary  emolument,  and  to  have 
procured  their  feats  in  parliament  with  a  view  to  advance 
their  fortunes*  This  moderate  plan  of  reform,  fuggelled 
hy  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  has  met  with  the  approbation  of 
many  perfons  in  England,  who  are  firm  friends  to  our  pre- 
fent  form  of  Government  bv  a  Limited  Monarch  with  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  a  boufe  of  Lords  and  a  houfe  of 
Commons,  and  are  therefore  determined  enemies  of 
French  republicanifm,  and  of  all  fuch  violent  plans  of  refor- 
ming Parliament  as,  by  removing  the  foundations  of  our 
prefent  fyftem  by  too  great  an  extenfiou  of  the  right  of 
deftion,  would  naturally  tend  lo  introduce  it*  And  thb 
moderate  reform  would  be  in  a  great  meafure  broiight- 
about  by  the  admiffion  of  the  68  members  of  the  Iiifli 
Counties  into  the  Britiih  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  the 
admiffion  of  the  remaining  32  members  of  ihe  hundred 
from  ele&ions  made  by  the  great  cities  and  trading-towns 
of  Ireland,  inftead  of  the  feveral  paltry,  little,  boroughs, 
totally  dependfcnt  on  fome  Lord,  or  rich  Commoner,  by 
whieb,  (as  I  haye^ways  heard^)  the  members  for  boroughs 
in  the  Irilh  Parliament  are  now  eleAed.  As  to  the  Lords 
and  rich  Commoners  who  have  influence  enough  to  nomi« 
nate  the  metnhers  for  the  boroughs  that,  upon  this  plan, 
would  be  deprived  of  their  right  of  ele&ion,  I  would  pro- 
pofe  that  they  and  their  voters  (hould  receive  a  fum  of 
money  from  the  publick  treafury,  either  of  Great-Britain 
or  Ireland,  in  compenfation  of  the  lofs  of  their  privileges ; 
juft  as  the  proprietors  of  certain  hereditary  Juriidictions  in 
Scotland^  that  were  found  to  be. prejudicial  to  the  tranquilli- 
ty of  the  kingdom,  were  bought-out  of  them  with  publick 
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money  after  the  Scotch  rebellion  about  fifty  years  ago ;  ah 
event,  Mr.  Prinler,  that  I  well  remetnber.  I  prefumc  one 
million  of  pounds  flerling  would  be  fuflicient  for  this 
purpofe;  and  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  it  fo  employed,  even 
though  it  was  advanced  out  of  the  Englifli  treafury. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  conceive  it  ought  to  be  (lipulated. 
in  the  aft  of  Union,  if  this  beneficial  meafure  {hall  be 
adopted,  that  all  the  debts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  alrea- 
dy contraded  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  (hall  be  paid,  or 
provided-for,  by  taxes  raifed  in  Ireland,  and  all  the  debts 
of  Great-Britain  already  contraAed  at  the  time  of  the 
Union,  fliall  be  paid,  or  provided -for,  by  taxes  raifed  in 
Great-Brirain;  but  that  all  debts  to  be  contra&ed  after 
the  Union  (hall  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  whole 
united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  be  paid, 
or  provided-for,  by  taxes  raised  in  both  countries.  This 
would  be  nece(rary  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the 
Iri(h  nation  the  apprehenfion  of  being  obliged  to  bear  a 
part  of  the  burthen  of  the  enormous  publick  debt  already 
incurred  by  Great* Britain. 

In  the  third  place  I  conceive  that  the  tythes  due  to  the 
Church  of  Ireland,  and  to  other  holders  of  them,  ought  to  be 
continued  and  confirmed^  and  declared  to  be  fo  in  the  aft 
of  Union,  and  not  changed  into  any  modus  decimandi^  or 
other  payment  to  be  fubidituted  for.  them ;  in  which  point  I 
am  forry  to  differ  ftrom  the  author  of  the  excellent  pamphlet 
above-mentioned.  But  I  have  been  fatisfied  from  what  is 
advanced  in  Dr.  William  Hales's  Observations  on  Tytbes 
(which  have  been  reprinted  in  England  a  few  years  ago,  and 
arc  now  to  be  had  at  Mr.  White's,  the  bookfeller  in  Fleet 
Street,)  **  that  no  other  payment  can  be  made  to  the  clergy 
in  lieu  of  tythes,  but  what  will  be  fubjeft  to  greater  inconve- 
niences than  are  found  to  belong  to  the  tythes,  though  thefc 
may  fomefimes  be  great."    And,  as  to  theobjedion  often 
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made  to  the  injuftice  of  making  the  Irifli  peafants^    who 
are  moftly  Roman-Catholicks^  pay  tythes  to  the  Protefiant 
Clergy,  I  beg  leave  to  make  an  obfervation,  which  will  at 
lead  diminifii  the  weight  of  it,  if  not  totally  remove  it.    The 
burthen  of  paymg  tythes  falls  ultimately  upon  the  owner  of 
the  land,  and  not  upon  the  tenant  or  occupier  of  it,  though 
the  latter  pays  it  to  the  redor:  for,  if  the  tythe  were  totally 
aboliihed,  the  owner  of  the  land  would  immediately  raife  his 
rent  upon  the  occupier,  and  make  him  pay  an  additional 
fum,  at  leaft  equal  to,   and  often  much  greater  than,  the 
tythe  which  he  had  before  paid  to  the  re£tor ;  and  thus  the 
poor  Roman-Caibolick  occupier  of  land  in  Ireland  woiild  be 
no  ways  benefitted  by  the  total  abolition  of  the  tythes.     I 
have  been  alTured  that  judicious  farmers  in  England  often, 
prefer  a  tytheable  farm  to  one  of  the  fame  fize  and  fertility 
that  :s  tythe-free,  becaufe  of  the  great  addition  of  rent  that 
is  required  for  the  latter,  and  which  more  than  balances  the 
tythe,  or  compofition  for  tythe,  ufually  paid  to  the  re£lor 
for  the  former.     Now  it  feems  to  be  agreed  that  nine  tenth- 
parts  of  the  Land  jn  Ireland  is  the  property  of  Proteftants. 
Is  it  therefore  unjuft  that  the  payment  of  tythes,  which  falls 
chiefly  upon  the  Proteftants,  ihould  be  applied  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  teachers  of  their  religion  ?     If  there  is  any  injuf- 
tice  in  the  matter,  it  feems  only  to  relate  to  the  payment  of 
tythes  to  the  Proteftant  re£tor  by  a  Roman  Catholick  occu- 
pierof  fuch  land  as  belongs  to  a  Roman- Catholick  owner,  be- 
caufe  in  that  cafe  the  Roman-Catholick  land-owner  contri- 
butes to  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  which  he 
doe^  not  believe.    But  thefe  cafes  happen  but  feldom,  becaufe 
of  the  fmall  number  of  Roman- Catholick  owners  of  Land 
in  Ireland ;  and  the  like  irregularity  happens  in  every  coun 
try  where  any  particular  religion  is  eftabliflied,  or  its  teachers 
are  fupported  by  any  fort  of  payments  appointed  by  Law  • 
for  thefe  payments  muft  be  made  by  the  few  that  do  not  be* 
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lieve  the  religion  lb  eftabliflicd  at  well  as  by  the  many  who 
do  believe  it;  of  which  we  have  an  example  here  in  £ng- 
landj  in  the  tythes  paid  by  Roman  Catholicks,  and  by  Qua* 
kars  and  other  Proteftant  diflenters^  to  the  clergy  of  the 
church  of  England.  But  my  letter  is  growing  rather  too 
longy  and  therefore  I  here  conclude  it. 

I  am. 
Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

AnB  CoNfTAlIT   RBAD£1t. 

F.M. 

N.B.  This  Letter  was  fent  to  the  Editor  of  the  OU^Eng^ 
lisbman  and  Anti' Jacobin  Examiner ;  but  he  did  not  think 
fit  to  publifli  it. 
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ON  PERSONS  IN  HOLY  ORDERS  BEING  INELIGIBLE  TO 
SERVE  AS  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Porcupine. 


Mb.  Editor j  May  ig,  i8oi. 

I  H AVB  been  somewhat  surprized  that  ia  the  late  debates 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  supposed  ineligibility  of 
persons  in  holy  orders  to  be  chosen  members  of  that  House, 
the  maintainers  of  this  excluding  and  disfranchising  opini. 
00,  have  endeavoured  to  deduce  it  from  the  supposed  Inde- 
libility of  the  Prieftly  Character,  as  if  it  were  impossible  for  a 
Priest  to  become  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
without  first  totally  renouncing  the  character  and  condition 
of  a  Priest  or  aDeacon^  which,  they  say,  cannot.berenounced. 
How  far  it  is  possible  to  renounce  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  a  Priest  or  a  Deacon,  is  a  question  of  spiritual,  or 
canonical,  law  which  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  But 
this  I  will  venture  to  assert,  '^  that  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  a  Priest  or  a  Deacon,  though  retained,  is  no  legal  bar 
to  the  exerdse  of  many  lay-employments,  which  are  as 
different  from  the  proper  duties  of  a  Priest,  as  that  of  sepre* 
senting  the  electors  of  a  parliamentary  borough  in  the  Hoi^se 
of  Commons.'^  Of  this  I  will  mention  a  few  examples : 
.Dr.  Williams,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  was  Lord-Chancellor  of 
England^  in  the  protestant  reign  of  King  James  the  First ; 
Dr.  Juxon,  bishop  of  London,  was  Lord -Treasurer  of 
England  ia  the  fbllowii^  reign  of  King  Charles  the  first ; 

Dr. 


^72 

Dr.  Robinson^  bishop  of   Bristol,  was  one  of  the    three 
Ambassadors  of  Queen  Anne  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Frederick  Harvey,   now  bishop  of  London- 
derry in  Ireland,  and  Ear!  of  Bristol,  was,  for  a  great  part 
of  his  life,  and  until  he  was  made  bishop  of  Derry,  a  clerk 
of  the  Privy  Seal,  and  at  this  day  he  is  permitted   to  sit  in 
the  House  of  Lords  by  virtue  of  his  temporal  peerage,  as 
Earl  of   Bristol :   and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cholmondeley  holds 
to  this  day  the   employment  of  Auditor-General  of  the 
King's  Revenues  arising  'in   America ;   and   hundreds  of 
cleigymen  throughout  England  are  justices  of  the  peace,  that 
is,  criminal  judges  of  great  authority,  which  is  surely  an  em- 
ployment as  different  from  the  proper  duties  of  the  priestly 
character,  as  granting  money  to  the  Crown,  or  proposing 
good  laws  for  the  better  governmentof  the  people,  in  the  capa- 
city of  one  of  their  representatives  in  Parliament.     Farther, 
many  persons  in  holy  orders  have  been  known  to  practice  Phy* 
sick  as  a  profession;  and  amongst  others,  the  fanous  Ur.  Willis, 
to  whom  the  nation  has  great  obligations  for  his  successful 
exertions  in  that  capacity  about  12  years  ago;  nay,  fome 
per(on3  in  holy  orders  have  even  held  commissions  in  the 
army,  of  which  one  remarkable  instance  occurs  to  me  at 
this  moment ;   I  mean  th^t  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,   the 
rector'or  vicar  of  Londonderry^  in  Ireland,  who  so  bravely 
defended  that  city  at  the  head  of  his  zealous    protestant 
parishioners,  in  the  year  1689,  against  a  Popish  army  com- 
manded by  a  French  General,  who  besieged  it  in  the  name 
of  King  James  the  lid,  after  he  had  abdicated  the  Crown  and 
King  William  had  been  appointed  his   successor*     This 
worthy  clergyman,  in  consequence  of  the  success  of  his 
noble  exertions  in  the  defence  of  Londonderry,  was  seized 
with  a  fit  of  military  ardour,  which  made  him' desirous  of 
obtaining  a  commission  in  the  army ;  and  he  obtained  one 
frovtk  King  William,  though  the  King  is  said  to  have  advised 

i>  at  the  same  time,  with  his  usual  good  sense  and  sound 
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jadgemeDt^  to  idecline  any  farther  connection  with  tbearmjrt 
and  return  to  the  exercise  of  hia  former  peaceable  profession. 
£utj  as  the  Doctor  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  this  good 
advice,  4he  King  gratified  him  by  giving  him  a  commission 
in  the  army  y  and  he  was  killed,  if  I  remember  right,  the 
next  year  at  the  famous  battle  of  the  Boyne.  Now,  if  cler- 
gymen may  exercise  all  these  lay-employments  without 
renouncing  the  office,  or  character,  of  a  Priest,  surely  they 
may  likewise  accept  the  occasional  and  temporary  employ- 
ment of  representing  a  set  of  burgesses  in  the  House  of  Com*^ 
mons,  during  a  single  Parliament,  without  renouncing  that 
character.  If,  therefore,  they  are  at  present  legally  incapable 
of  representing  a  County,  or  a  Borough,  in  Parliament,  their 
Incapacity  must  arise  from  something  different  from  the 
supposed  Indelibility  of  the  character  of  a  Priest ;  as,  for 
exam  pie,  from  their  being  represented  in  the  Convocation  of 
theClergy,orfomefuchreafon«  But,intruth,  Ithinkthatallthe 
reafons,  that  have  hitherto  been  alleged  inproof  of  their  inca^ 
pacity  to  be  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  are 
frivolous  and  insufficient,  and  consequently  that  they  are  al 
present  legally  capable  of  being  so  elected.  However,  I  oon« 
fess,  itmight  be  inexpedient  topermiteleigymenthat  werepos«i 
sessedof  Benefices  with  cure  of  souls,  and,  perhaps,  even  cler^ 
gymen  that  were  Prebendaries  of  Cathedral  churches,  or  who 
possessed  any  other  clerical  preferments,  to  have  seats  in  the 
Houseof  Commons;  asitmighttend  togivea  wrongbiasto  the 
fludies  and  pursuits  of  clergymen,  and  thereby  render  them 
]fss  jrespectj^ble  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  consequently 
less  useful  in  the  line  of  their  sacred  profession.  And,  theM« 
fore,  though  I  do  not  think  that,  as  the  law.  now  stands, 
even  clergymen  so  circumstanced  are  incapable  of  fitting  in 
tfi€  House  of  ComiponSf  yet  it  might,  perhaps,  be  prudent  to 
pass  an  act  of  Parliament  to  exclude  them  from  the  Hou^e 
ofCommons;  and  also  to  render  them  incapable  of  receiving 
^ny  Peneficci  or  Prebend,  or  other  church-preferment,  while 
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ihey  were  in  the  House  of  CommoDS,  and  fer  ft  oectaiit 

time  (as  for  example^  six  years)  after  they  had  been  niembert 

0f  it,  if  they  bad  been  admitted  into  holy  orders  before  they 

had  been  chosen  members  of  that  House^  and  then  had 

quitted  their  Preferments,  or  Employments,  in  the  church 

ki  order  to  qualify  themselves  to  beeome  members  of  the 

House.    This  incapacity  of  their  receiving  any  church- 

preferment  while  they  were  members,  and  for  a  certaia 

lime  after  they  had  ceased  to  be  members,  of  ttle  House, 

might  be  useful  in  prev€nting  services  done  to  Ministers  of 

State,  by  supporting  their  measures  in  I^artiament,    irom 

becoming  a  channel  of  preferment  to  fiishopricks,  or  other 

great  statbns  in  the  church,  which  ought  in  general  to  be 

bestowed  on  those  clergymen  who  distinguish  themselvea 

by  a  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  the  pastoral  duties  of 

their  venerable  profession*  But  to  disfranchise  a  whole  body 

of  twelve,  or  fifteen,  thousand  men  from  becoming  the  re^^ 

presentatives  of  their  countrymen  in  Parliament,  and  to 

deprive  the  electors  of  members  of  Parliament  of  the  liberty 

of  chusing  their  representatives  out  of  so  numerous  a  body 

of  wdl-educated,  intelligent,  men,  whose  merits  may  be 

known  to  them  by  their  residence  among  them,  and  the 

fervices  they  have  received  from  them,  without  fuch  circum* 

fiances  as  thofe  above-mentioned,  (which  may  be  thought 

to  render  fuch  a  meafure  neceflary),  feems  to  be  too  harfli 

and  vague  a  method  of  proceeding,  and  not  agreeable  to  the 

Caution  and Tendemefs  that  are  ufually  exhibited  by  theBrt- 

tjfli  Parliament  in  modifying,  or  reftraining,  the  rights  of 

thtir  fellow- fubjefts. 

J  remain  your  mod  humble  fervant, 

A  CONSTANT  RBADER« 

F.M. 
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CM  THE  RIGHT  QF  SEAHCHING  NEUTRAL  VESSEL^  IM 
.<|RDER  TO  i:HiSCOVER  AND  SETZ&Ol^  ANY  PROPERTY 
Ml:»N^iNG  1 0  Ai4  ENEMY*  THAT  MAY  3E.ON  BOARP 
THEM. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Porcupinc. 

[The  following  communication  was  fentus  foon  after  the 
«««ppearance  of  Sui^Piciua's  Letters.  At  that  time^  it 
was  thought  not  altogether  unexceptionable^  on  the  fcore 
of  prudence^  to  publi{h  it^  .as  it  might  have  awakened 
doubts  whe^e  none  already  exifted.  The  reader  will  per« 
»ceive^  that  it  was  intended  to  excite  Stjlpicius  to  inquire 
more  fully  anto  this  part  of  the  fubjed^  of  which  he  had  fo 
ably  treated.  .Since  the  queftion  has  undergone  fo  ample  a 
difcuffion,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament^  oitr  Correfpond- 
ent  informs  us^  that  he  has  very  little  doubt  remaining ;  yet 
he  wifhes  the  matter  to  be  placed  beyond  the  poflibility  of 
doubt^  and  therefore  requellh,  that  his  article  may  be  pub- 
liihedy  in  the  hope^  that  it  may  draw-forth  from  Sulpi* 
cius^or  tome  other  writer^  a  Full^  clear^  and  fatisfadory 
reply.] 


S1A9  •  Juni  8j  leou 

I  ihiiaik  ^he  Publtck  is  much  dbliged  to  yoor  very  abbe 
(COcn^iondeBtf  who  figns  himklf  Sulfidus,  for  his  informa- 
iion  on  the  fubject  of  the  armed  Neutrality  of  the  Northern 
Powers  lately  entered^intOp  to  the  evident  piejudice  of  Great 
Britain.  And  in  moft  of  the  propofitions  he  has  laid-down 
jn  hia  excellent  Letters^  I  entirely  agree  with  him,  for  the 
reafons  which  he  has  alleged.  He  has  well  proved^  in  my 
,o^iniQi^.tbatj  aa  jthe  Law  of  Nations  now  ftands^  where  it 
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is  not  controled  by  fome  particular  treaty^  the  Britiih  ermlcrs 
have  a  right  to  Teise  French  property  on  board  neutral 
reStis,  and  likewife  to  fetzegooda  that  are  neutral  property 
on  board  neutral  veflels,  if  the  faid  goods  are  contraband  of 
war,  that  is,  military  ftores,  fuch  as  implements  of  war, 
falt-petre^  fulphur^  and  other  fiicb  materials^  immediately 
applicable  to  warlike  purpofes^  and  perhaps,  naval  Jiores, 
Jit  for  the  equipment  ofjbifs  of  war ;  though,  as  to  this  laft 
article,  there  Teems  to  be  fome  room  for  doubt.     And»  as  a 
neceflary  confequence  of  this  right  of  feizure,  without  which 
the  faid  right  would  be  nugatory  and  ufelefs,  our  cruifers  muft 
have  a  right  to  vifit,  and^  in  fome  cafes,  to  search,  the  neu* 
tral  vcflels  they  fall-in- with  on  the  high  feas,  in  order  to 
difcover  whether  they  have,  or  have  not,  any  property  lia- 
ble to  feizure.    But^  as  to  the  manner  of  exercifing  this 
right,  a  doubt  has  occurred  to  me,  which  I  wish  your  CQire- 
fpondent  Sulpicius  would  clear-up.    For,  from  fome  weighty 
arguments   alleged  in   Profeflbr  Scblegefs   tract    on   thia 
fubject,  and  from  two  of  the  treaties  alleged  in  the  Ap- 
*  pendiz  to  Sulpicius's  own  Letters  in  fupport  of  his  doc- 
trines, it  appears  to  me  that  this  right  of  vifiting  and 
fearching  is  appointed  by  the  general  law  and  practice  of 
maritime  nations  on  this  fubje£k,  to  be  performed  in  the 
following  manner.    The  British  armed  veflel  has  a  right  to 
Hop  the  neutral  merchant*  (hip,  and  to  fend  a  boat  with  the 
Captain  of  the  armed  teflel^  or  his  Lieutenant^  and  a  Secre- 
tary, or  Clerk,  to  write-down  what  fhall  be  neceflary  to  re- 
cord the  tranfadion,  and  at  moft,  one  perfon  more,  that  is, 
three  perfons  in  all,  befides  the  failors  neceflary  to  the  row- 
ing of  the  boat,  to  vifit  the  neutral  veflel ;  the  Britifli  cruifer 
being  all  the  while  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  neutral 
ihip  that  its  cannon- (hot  could  not  reach  her,  to  Che  end 
that  no  undue  terror  may  influence  the  crew  of  the  neutral 
^ip.    Thefe  twO|  or  three,  perfons;  muft  be  admitted  on 
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bdArd  tte  mercbanUveflel^  and  muft  require  the  Captain  of  it 
to  produce  a  paiTport  from  the  King  of  the  Country  to  which 
the  neutral  veflel  belongs^  (as,  forexample^  the  King  of  Den« 
mark)^  tefiifying,  "  That  the  owners  of  the  neutral  veffcl 
have  declared  upon  oath,  before  his  cuftotn^houfe  officers  at 
the  port  from  which  the  ihip  failed,  that  they  and  other 
fubjeAt  of  the  faid  king  are  the  fole  owners  of  all  the  pro- 
perty put  on    board  the    faid  (hip,    and  that    the   (hip 
is    bound   to  fuch    a  particular  port,  to   which   (he  has 
a  right  to  trade,"  and  he  mull  likewife  produce  a  cerii- 
licate  ironi  the  chief  magiftrates  of  the  port  from  which 
the  (hip  failed,  declaring,  ^  That  the  owners  of  the  (hip 
had  made  oath,  that  the  (hip,  and  all  the  merchandize  oa 
board  it,  belonged  to  them  and  other  perfons,  fubjects  of  the 
fame  king,  and  not  to  either  of  the  powers  now  at  war,  or  Co 
any  of  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  faid  powers,  and  that 
none  of  the  goods  on  board  it  were  prohibited  goods ;''  and 
when  this  paflfport  and  certificate  have  been  produced  to  the 
three  perfons  appointed  to  vifit  the  fliip,  they  are  bound  to 
reft  fatisfied  of  the  (hip's  having  no  feizable  property  oa 
board,  and  they  have  no  right  to  break-open  any  chefts^ 
or  open  any  bales  of  goods,  or  further  inquire  into  the  lad- 
ing of  the  (hip,  in  order  to  difeover  whether  the  declarations 
of  the  paffport  and  certificate  are  true  or  not ;  and  the  mer^ 
chant»(hip  muft  be  permitted  to  purfue  its  voyage  unmoleft-^ 
ed.     But,  if  no  fuch  paffport  and  certificate  are  produced, 
I  prefume  the  cruifers  may  exercife  their  right  of  fearching 
for  contraband  goods,  according  to  their  own  difcretion ; 
and,  likewife,  if  they  fufpeA  (ome  of  the  good?  to  be  ene- 
mies* property^  they  may  detain  the  (kip  and  carry  her  into 
•a  Briti(h  port  upon  fufpicion,  in  order  to  have  that  matter 
deliberately  inquired -into  and  afcertained*    This  feemsto 
be  the  regular  manner  of  proceeding,  authorized  by  the 
general  law  and  pra£tice  of  civilized  maritime  nations,  with 
reipe&^to  neutral  merchant-(faips  not  efcorted  by  (hips  of  war* 
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B^ut,  when  the  merchanUihifs  aj«  ekorted  1>y'  ft  ihip  of 
war,  the  mode  of  proceeding  feeoiB  to  be  leficertunly.  de- 
termined, either  by  praAice  or  writ^en.dociunenfts  recognir* 
log  it,  fuch  as  Treatle?  of  Commerce^  Marine  Ordinaooes, 
or  InftruAions  of  Governments  to  -tBe  CaptaiM  of  their 
Ihips  of  war ;  yei,  upon  the  whok^  ^^  may  coUeA  it  to  be 
as  follows.  The  Briiifli  (hips  of  war  that  meet  with  a. fleet 
of  neutral  merchant-fhips,  efcorted  by  a.ftip  ofwar,^  ought 
to  apply  to  the  Commander  of  the  ftip  of  war  to  know 
their  deftination,  and^  the  nature  of  the  goods  that  are  on 
board  them,  inftead  of  fending  a  boat  with  two  or  thrae  per- 
foQs  to  vifit  each  o(  the  merchant- (hips,  and.infpeA  thdr 
paflports  and  certificates^  or  other  public  paper! :  and,  if 
the  faid  Commander  declares,  ^  That  the  ftips  and  tlteir 
cargoes  are  entirely  the  property  of  the  fnbjefiaof.  his  fove? 
reign,  and  that  none  of  the  goods  are  contraband^  and  that 
the  proper  declarations  upon  oath  upon  this  fabjeft  have 
been  made  by  the  (hippers  of  the  goods  before  the  magif- 
tiates,or  cuft<Hn-houfe  officers,of  the  port  in  which  the  veSels 
were  laden;'^  this  Declaration  of  the  Commander  of  the  (hip 
of  war  that  efcorts  them  ought  to  be  received,  as  fafficient 
teftimony  of  the  (hips  and  their  cargoes  beingneutra)',  and  not 
liable  to  feizure,  and  the  faid  roerchant-fhips  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted topurfuetheirvoyagewithoutfurthermolefia(ion«Tlufl^ 
at  lead,  is  the  method  of  proceeding  prefcribedibr  this  cafe  hy 
the  only  treaty,  if  I  recolleAright,  that  makes  mention  of  this. 
cafe  amongft  all  the  treaties  relating  to  this  qufflioii. that: 
have  been  produced,  either  by  Profcflbr  Scblegd^  or  Sulfi^ 
cius.  And  it  feems  to  be  confirmed  in  pra&ice  by  there* 
fiftance  made  by  Captain  Didel,  a  Dutch  captain, of  a  nouur. 
of  war,  in  the  year  1762,  to  an  attempt  made  by  an  EngKflit 
fhip,  or  (hips  of  war,  to  vifit  fome  Dutch  merchant«'(hipSr 
which  he  was  directed  by  the  Dutch  Admiralty  to  ebort ;. 
and  by  the  approbation  beftowed  on  him  by  the  Dutck  Ad- 
miralty for  having  made  fuch  refiftance :  and  likewife  bjr 
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tfe  condojft  of  the  brave  EariofSi.  Finceht,  in  the  prefent 
war  (a»  Aated  by  Profeflbr  Sekiegel^)  in  releafing^  a  neutral 
merciiant-yeflel^  (ihal  bad  been  taken  by  one  of  his  cruifers, 
as  fufpelded  of  having' enemy's  godds^  or  cont^bband  goods, 
on  board;  wt^on  the  Commands  of  a  (hip  of  war'  of  the 
fame  nation*  caaie>-upraHtrie  while  after,  aiccom^anied  by  » 
large  fleet  of  nierch»nt-(hipa  of  the  faine  nation,  that  he  waa 
appointed  to  efcort,^  and  leftified  to  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent, 
that  the  (hip  wfttich  his-  crinfers  had  takJbn'  had  made' a  pai< 
of  this  fleet,  and  had  ftrayed  from  it  by  fome  adcid^nt,  thai 
had  made  her  be  confidered  by  their  captors  as  a  (ingle  veflH 
and  not  intitled  to  his  proteAion.  The  inftant  releafe  of 
this  vefiel  by  Lord  St.  Fincent,  with  an  apology  for  th9 
capture,  as  having  been  owing  to  a  miftake,  is  iurely  a 
pretty  good  proof,  that  fuch  is  the  privilege  of  merchant^ 
fliips,  escorted  by  (hips  of  war,  according  to  the  opinions 
of  fea-officers  of  the  greateft  Reputation  and  Experience. 
This  privilege  may  certajoly  be  abufed,  and  may  occafion 
ibme  inconveniences  to  the  belligerent  nations:  and  b  may 
every  regulation  made  for  the  conduA  of  human  aflairs* 
But  it  muil  be  remembered  that  we  are  not  now  inquiring 
*^  what  the  law  of  nations  cugit  to  bt  in  (uch  a  cafe,*' 
{which  would,  indeed,  be  a  moft  arduous  and  difficult 
queilion,)  but  *^  what  it  is/*  And,  as  Great  Britain  has, 
throughout  this  war  of  neceflity  and  felf-defence,  (which 
flie  did  not  feek,  or  make,  but  fuflered,  or  received,  from 
the  infolence  of  the  French  National  Convention,  in  Fe«> 
bruary,  1793,  when  governed  by  the  mifchievous  counfels 
of  Monfieur  Briflbt J  condu&ed  herfelf  with  great  modera- 
tion and  regard  tojuftice,  notwitbftanding  the  numerous 
charges  of  a  contrary  fpirit  brought  againft  her  by  tbedej 
claimers  of  France,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  her  perfcved  in 
the  fame  temperate  and  honourable  conduct  to  the  the  of 
the  conteft^  and,  for  that  purpofe,  avoid  any  attempt  to  make 
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a  ntfv  Law  of  Nations  on  this  fabjed,  and  content  Eerfelf  witfr 
an  adherence  to  that  Law^  fsucb  as  it  now  is,  by  the  confeffion 
of  Mr.  Jeffkrffm  bimfelf,  and  other  perfons  by  no  means  par* 
tial  to  Great-Britaioj)  with  vigour  and  fpirit^  in  oppofition  ta 
the  wild  and  capricioas  refolutions  of  the  variable  Emperoar 
•f  Ruffia.  And  that  onr  Gofemmcnt  and  (he  nation  may  be 
truly  informed  <^  what  is  the  prdSent  Law  of  Nations  in  this 
case,  of  neutral  merchant-lhips  elcorted  by  a  fliip  of  war/'  I 
hope  Sulfieiui  will  fift  the  matter  to  the  bottom^  and  give  vm 
another  Letter  that  will  clear  it  up  to  general  fatisfaAion. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

AmSTIDBS^ 

F.  M. 
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ON  THE  SLAVE-TRADE. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  British  Prsss. 


mi 


SitLf  April  i^  1805. 

It  18  a  Tery  important  and  ftriking  truth,  worthy  the 
feiious  confideration  of  all  thofe  who  doubt  the  enorm- 
ous wickednefs  of  Weft-Indian  Slavery,  that  its  moft  re* 
fpedable  champions,  and  even  thofe  among  them  who,  by 
all  affefiation  of  candour,  have  made  the  moft  powerful 
impreflion  on  the  publick  mind,  have  been  obliged  to  refort 
to  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  the  fads  upon  which  they 
reafon.  Sometimes,  in  order  to  deprive  of  our  fympathy 
the  wretched  viftims  of  colonial  despoiifm,  fallacious  repre^ 
fentations  have  been  wilfully  given  of  their  condud  and 
charaAer  j  at  other  times,  in  order  to  draw  a  veil  over  their 
fafierings  and  wrongs,  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
Ignorance  of  the  European  Publick  refpeding  Weft-Indian 
affairs,  by  diclofing  juft  fo  much  of  a  particular  fa£k,  at 
would  fiimifli  a  bafis  for  an  inference  oppofite  to  the  truth, 
and  invidiouily  fuppreffing  the  reft. 

Of  this  pradice,  Mr.  Brougham,  in  his  able  work,  enti« 
tied.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Colonial  Policy  of  the  Ettrofian 
Powers^  has  given  fome  examples  in  writers  of  the  firft 
reputation  among  the  Apologifts  of  the  Weft-Indian 
fyftem. 

The  cart-whip  is  the  planter's  ordinary  inftrument,  both 
of  coercion  and  punifliment.  When  ufed  for  the  former 
pnrpofe  by  the  driver  in  the  field,  it  is  generally  applied  to 
tibe  poor  labourers  in  their  working  pofture,  without  ftop- 
pmg  to  ftrip  Ihem  of  the  clothes  by  which  their  backs  may 

happen 
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happen  to  be  defended.  The  efftGt  is  fufiiciently  fe^ere  f 
yet  not  fo  much  fo  as  commonly  to  leave  permanent  marks 
on  the  body.  But  when  a  punifliment  is  to  be  deliberately 
inflifled,  the  patient  is  ftretched  upon  the  ground,  with  his 
limbs  extended,  and  the  cart^whip,  (which,  in  the  hands  of 
an  expert  driver,  is  a  moft  mercilefs  inftrument  of  torture,) 
is  vertically  applied,  with  all  his  force,  and  with  an  iteration 
fometimes  extending  to  an  hundred  laflies,  upon  that 
flefty  part  of  the  naked  frame,  which  alone  can  receive 
fuch  extreme  difcipUne,  without  great  danger  to  life.  N^t 
only  lithe  fcarf-(kin  peeled-off  by.  every^contaA  of  the  laflii 
fanl  deep  incifions  are  made^  which  often  leave  lading  fcars-^ 
of.  (hocking  appearance :  from  thefe  fears  very  few  field* 
negroes  are  wholly  exempt. 

This  general  and  notorious  fwBt  having  been  noticed  by, 
ihm  Abolitionifts,  in  the  firft  difcuffion  on  the  Slave-trade, 
hut  without  a  diftin&  fpecification,  as  it  would  Teem,  of 
the.  pairt  of  the  body  which  bote  thefe  badges  of  cruelty,, 
a^tour  to  the  Windward  Iflands  was  written  by  one  Weft* 
Indian .  planter  of  great  eminence  (Sir  William  Young}^ 
andpubli(hed  in  a>welI-kQown  work  ofanether,/(Hiftory  of 
the  W«ft-Indie6,  by<  Mr.  Bryan  Edwards),  in  which  the 
foUowingi  paflage  appears:    '^I  particularly  noticed  every 
negro  whom  I  met,  or  overtook,  .on  the  road  $  of  thoft^  I 
cdHBted'  eleven  who  were  drefled  as  field-^negpes,  with 
oaiy^  trowfers  on,  and,  adverting  to  the  evidence  on  the. 
SAftne-irftde, .  I  particularly  remarked  that  not  one  of  the 
eleven  had  a/finglemark^  or  fear,  of  the  whip,  &c.^-Never 
paffing  a  flave,  without  obferving  bis  back,  either  in  the  field> 
on  00  the-noad^  or  wenches  wafliing  in  the  river,  I  have  not 
feen  one  back  marked,  befides  that  of  tlie  woman  obferved 
OB  Mr.  G/:$  eftaie,  &c/' 

Sir    William  Young's  objed  in  bringi^grforwaid  thifv 
Aatemcat  is  obvionOy  to  difcredit  tbe^ccouiatt  which  have 

been 
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}fttn  givea  of  the  feverity  of  Weft4ndUtn  bondage;  He 
is  bimfelf  owner  of  feveral  plantations  and  therefore  muft 
have  bad'  aniple  naeans  of  afoertaming  the  real  ftate  of  the 
cafe.  But  fuch  ie  the  unfairnefa  of  the  impreffion  which 
hit  account  is.  calculated  to  produce j-^an  unfairnefs  which 
could  not  eicape  the  notice  of  any  man  having  the  llighteflr 
acquaintance  with  Weft-Indian  affairs^ — that  Mr.  Edwards 
thought  himftilf  bound>  (from  regard,  it  is  to  be  prefumed^ 
to  his  own  chara£ter  for  veracity,)  to  fubjoin  to  the  paflage 
the  following  note :  '^  In  the  Weft^Indies  the  punifliment 
of  whipping  is  comqionly  inflicted,  not  on  the  backs  of  the 
n^ToeS)  z^prmdi/ed  in  ibe  discipline  of  tba  Briti/b/oldiers, 
but,  more  humanely  and  with  much  lefs  danger,  on  xhepartes 
pojlff tores.  It  b  therefore  no  proof  that  the  negroes  whom 
Sir  William  Young  infpeAed  bad  efcaped  flagellation, 
becaiiife  their  (boulders  bore  no  impreffion  of  the  whip* 
This  acknowledgment  I  owe  to  truth  and  candour/' 

The  candid  annotator  well  knew  tbat^  if  the  juft  and 
neceSary  fentenceofa  court-martial  were  to  be  executed 
by  the  lame  iaftrument,  and  to  the  fame  extent,  as  the 
arbitrary  and,  often,  capricious  mandate  of  a  WeftJndian. 
overfeer,  the  hack  could  iK>t  be  the  feat  of  punifhaient 
without  certain  death  to. the  fufferer. 

But  of  the  ca4k2of<r  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  an  hiflorian,  in 
what.  ragaiKlsv  this,  haplefs  race,,Mr»  Broughamihas  fumiih- 
ed  ampler  illuftration  3  and  one  inilance  of  it  well  deferves 
to  be  npiiced.  A  Mr.  Gallifer,  a  planter  of  St.  Domingo^ 
Wi^.ce]cbfaled  for  his  mild  treatment  of  his. (laves;  and  the 
confequence  of  his  lenity  was,  that  they  increafed  in  num- 
bers very  rapidly;  but,  about  the  year  1773,  this  gentle- 
man  died,^and  the  negroes  found  a  new  mafter  of  aa  oppo» 
fite  chara£ter,  who  treated  them  fo  badly,  that  their  nun** 
bers,  inftead  of  increafing  as  before,  continually  decliQedw 
T^eie  fadls  were.  publi(hed  by  Mr.  Clarkibp^.  in  17  88-,  in 
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hit  mfcy  on  ib$  Impolicy  of  the  Slave-trade ;  and  as  that 
period  was  three  years  anterior  to  the  Revolation  in  St. 
Domingo,  of  courfe  there  could  be  no  room  for  fufpicion^ 
that,  with  a  view  to  the  events  of  that  Revolution,  Mr» 
Clarkfon  could  have  devifed  or  mifreprcfented  the  faft  of 
the  reverfe  of  treatment  upon  Gallifer's  eftate,  which  had 
taken  place  fifteen  years  before  he  wrote ;  yet  Mr.  Edwards, 
in  his  Hi/lory  of  Si.  Domingo,  for  thepurpofe  of  fupport- 
ing  an  abfurd  and  mirchicvous  calumny  on  the  opprefled 
African  race  (the  charge  of  their  being  wholly  deftttute  of 
the  natural  fentiment  of  gratitude),  has  inferted  the  former 
part  of  Mr.  Clarkfon's  anecdote,  but  wholly  fufprejjed  the 
death  oj  Mr,  GalJifer,  and  the  change  of  ireatmeni  by 
the  new  maJUr,  and  has  then  given  a  (hocking  account  of 
the  excefles  committed  in  the  infurredion  by  the  negroes  of 
this  eftate;  as  if  the  peculiar  indulgence  and  kind  treatment 
of  their  owner  had  produced  the  effeft  of  making  them 
more  ferocious  than  the  reft  of  the  infurgents. 

Of  fuch  mifreprefentation,  if  wilful,  for  fuch  a  purpofe, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  fpeak  with  the  rcprehenfion  it  de- 
ferves ;  and  yet,  as  Mr.  Brougham  obferves,  the  mutilation 
of  the  cafe  could  not  be  accidental.  It  would  be  difficult, 
indeed,  to  lielieve,  that  fo  induftrious  an  advocate  as  Mr. 
Edwards  had  not  read  the  work  of  fo  diftinguiflied  an 
opponent  as  Mr.  Clarkfon,  whofe  very  words  too  he  in  part 
ufes  upon  this  occafion.  Befides,  Mr.  Edwards  had  been 
at  Cape  Francois,  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  this  eftate, 
during  the  infnrre£kion  \  and  he  tells  us,  with  Mr.  Clark- 
fon, that  the  name  of  Mr.  Grallifer  had  been  proverbial  for  his 
humanity — **  As  happy  as  GalUfer's  negroes :"  it  could 
hardly  have  efcaped  his  notice,  that  fo  remarkable  a  cha- 
ra£ter,  who  had  been  dead  near  twenty  years,  was  not  liv- 
ing at  that  interefting  period.  And  even  were  it  pofiible 
to  acquit  tfiis  writer  of  wilful  mifreprefentation  in  this 
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•aCCi  his  raflmefs,  in  confidently  aflerting  fo  eztrtordinaiy 
an  inilance  of  depravity  in  dired  oppoiition  to  the  truth  of 
the  cafe^  muft  be  fatal  to  his  credit  as  an  hiftorian. 

It  is  painful  to  make  fuch  oblervations  on  a  writer  now 
no  more;  but  Mr.  Edwards^  under  the  mafkof  an  affeded 
candour  and  moderation,  has  done  more  to  nriflead  tlie 
publick  mind,  at  the  expence  of  truth,  and  of  the  opprefled 
African  race,  than  all  the  other  advocates  of  the  Slave- 
Syftem  united  t  and  we  muft  not  fuffer  the  caufe  of  mil- 
lions now  living,  and  myriads  yin  unborn,  to  be  prejudiced 
by  falfe  tendemefs  to  the  memory  of  the  dead. 

Tour's, 

An  Abolitionist. 
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ON  THE  SLAVE-THADE. 


To  the  EoiToti  oftht  BkiTttH  Pktss^ 


SiR^  Aprils^  180$. 

The  adv^cttted  for  the  coauauasce^the  Africftn  Sla«^ 
Trade^  ia  the  <iearth  of  found  arguvient  for  the  fupport  of 
ihetr  caufe^  have  frequently  had  the  effrontery  to  make  their 
appeal  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Scriptures  undoubtedly 
record  the  exigence  of  Slavery  in  ancient  times  |  but  furely 
it  would  be  a  very  unfair  inference  from  this  admiffion^  that 
the  Scriptures,  therefore,  fanftion  that  trafBck  in  men  which 
is  carried-on  by  Britifli  fubjeAs  from  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
for  the  fupply  of  labourers  in  the  Weft-Indian  Iflands.  If 
f  uch  a  principle  of  interpretation  were  admitted,  to  what  ab« 
furd  confequences  would  it  not  laad  !  The  Scriptures  re- 
cord the  fratricide  of  Cain^  the  drunkenness  of  Noah,  and 
jthe  polygamy  of  David ;  but  would  it  be  juft  reafoning  to 
infer,  that  either  murder,  or  fenfuality  and  profligacy, 
were  fanAioned  by  the  word  of  God  ?  As  juft,  at  leall,  as 
that  deduced  by  the  modem  Man-Merchant  from  the  fale 
.of  Jofeph  to  the  Midianites,  or  from  the  exifteuce  of  bond- 
age in  the  Patriarchal  ages,  in  favour  of  his  horrid  trafEck. 

But  let  it  be  granted,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  the 
Slavery  mentioned  in  Scripture  was  fan&ioned  by  Divine 
.authority.  Will  this  conceffion  affeft  the  queftion  at  iflue, 
jor  eftabli(h  the  lawfiilnefs  of  the  African  Slave-Trada? 
37  no  means.  But,  before  I  enter  upon  the  difcuffion  of  this 
fubjeA,  it  will  be  proper  to  premife,  that  the  caufe  for  which 
J  plead  has  fuflere^  materially  from  the  ambiguity  of  the 
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letai  Slofoery.  This  ragitt  and  undefined «tcnB  is  mpfiiBdlo 
conditions  of  Society  differing  very  widely  in  almoft  evety 
-efleotial  particular.  We  (peak  of  our  becoming  Jlavis^ 
if  a  Miiufter  do  but  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£t.  The 
Faeach  are  called  SluifsSf  becaufe  they  do  not  enjoy  the 
fame  dcgr^  of  political  liberty  with  which  Providence 
tigs  bicfied  tbis  Island.  The  domeitick  fervitude  of  Africa 
{whicb  probably  bears  a  clo&  refemblance  u>  Patriarchal 
bpodage)  it  termed  5/acx#r^,  and  the  fubjeAsofit  ^^ovmu 
liome  oiber  utatfj  4:herefore,  ought  to  be  invented  to  ex« 
prefs  Weil-Indian  bondage  ;  for,  by  means  of  the  afbcia-* 
ticva  of  Ideas  which  is  produced  by  this  intercommunity 
of  appell«tion9  efpecially  in  the  minds  of  perfons  who  have 
Jiad  no  o|>portunity  of  folly  invefiigating  the  fubjed,  th^ 
Afiicaii  Slave-4rade5  tef  ether  with  that  fyfiem  which  it 
feeds  and  perpetuates  in  the  Weft*hidks,  is  confounded 
with  ftates  of  fervitude  (b  vay  mitigated  as  to  excite  np 
horror ;  and  is  thus  relieved  from  tf  great  part  of  its  ftadcw 

The  fyftem  of  Slavery  which  pievaik  in  our  Weft* 
IiMlian  colonies  we  believe  to  ftand  ak>ne  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  world.  It  is  not  only  (as  Mr.  Pitt  affirmed  in  179a) 
the  greatest  praiftacal  evil  which  has  ever  affli&ed  the  hu» 
man  race  \  but  it  is  an  evil  $ui  generis^  fo  radically  and 
effentially  diflTemit  from  every  other  which  happens  td 
have  the  fame  aiame  attached  to  it^  as  fcarcely  lo  form  a  fiur 
ground  of  analogical  raalbning.  Bttt  kt  us  confider  ibis 
|>oint  more  attentively. 

The  mi&iies  entailed  on  Africa  by  the  81ave«Trade  are 
already  fufficiently  known  to  the  Publick ;  I  need  not,  llMre- 
fore^  dweH  at  prefent  on  that  part  of  the  fubjeA.  Let  ua 
folfew  the  Slaves  in  the  middle  paflage*  There,  if  wa  maj 
credit  the  Man*Meichant,  the  utmoft  exertiona  of  his  hu. 
maoity  and  beneficence  are  employed  to  promote  tke  eafie 
and  comfort  pf  bis  African  pa(ren|;^rs.    But  even  there  we 
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ihall  be  conftnined  to  confeb  chat  hb  tender  mercies  are 
cruel. 

In  the  year  1791  (three  years  after  the  pafEng  of  the 
Slave-carrying  AQ  ^which  is  admitted  by  the  Man-Mer- 
chants themfelves  to  have  very  greatly  leflened  the  mortality 
on  board  of  flave-ihips),  of  15>754  flaves  carried  from  the 
ooaft  of  Africa,  1,378  died  during  the  middle  pafTage,  the 
average  length  of  which  was  fifty-one  days;  making  a 
mortality  of  8|  per  cent,  in  that  time,  orof  6il|  per  cent. 
fer  annum :  a  rate  of  mortality  which  would  unpeople  the 
Earth  in  a  year  and  feven  months. 

The  amount  of  the  mortality  in  1799  was,  however^ 
ftill  more  enormous.  Of  31,554  flaves  carried  from  Africa, 
no  fewer  than  5,413  died  on  the  pafTage,  makmg  fom^ 
what  more  than  17  per  cent,  in  fifty *one  days.  Had  the 
voyage  been  prolonged,  and  the  flaves  continued  to  die  in 
the  fame  proportion,  the  whole  number  would  have  been 
completely  fwept*away  in  about  ten  months*. 

I  would  now  aflc,  whether  it  be  £ur,  whether  it  be  allow* 
able,  to  dignify  a  pradice  fo  pregnant  with  mifery  and 
murder,  with  the  name  of  ccmnurcef  Surely  this  cannot 
long  be  endured  by  a  Britifli  Parliament.  If  it  is  to  be 
tolerated,  let  us  at  leaft  have  fome  fpecious  pretext  for  the 
indulgence :  let  there  be,  at  leaft,  one  praftice  pointed-out, 
either  in  ancient  or  modem  ftory,  which  will  bear  to  be 
compared  fisr  one  moment  with  this  abominable  traflick : 
otherwife  we  ought  no  longer  to  be  impofed-upon  by  the 
hardy  aflumption  of  its  antiquity  and  univer/abiy. 

But  the  horrors  of  the  middle  paflage  are  at  length 
terminated.  The  flaves  are  landed  in  the  WeftJndies; 
expofed  like  cattle  in  a  Fair;  fpanned  and  gauged  with  as 
little  ceremony  as  is  obferved  by  a  carcafe-butcher  in 
fimithfield ;  and,  having  been  purchaled  by  fome  planter, 

f  See  apcpuots  laid  on  the  (able  of  the  House  of  Lorids,  in  1799. 
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Hre  led  to  bis  eftate.  What  is^  theti^  the  fituation  of  fuch 
^f  them  as  fiirvive  the  feafoning?  They  are  the  abfolute 
property  of  their  purchafer^  vendible  by  him  precifely  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  horfe  which  turns  his  fugar-mill> 
and,  if  direA  privation  of  life  and  litnb  be  excepted^  equally 
fubje£t  to  his  difcretion  as  to  the  quantity  of  labour  to  be 
exa£ted,  the  proportion  of  food  to  be  allowed^  and  the  dif« 
cipline  or  punifhtnent  to  be  inflj6led. 

During  the  hours  of  labour,  they  are  drhen,  like  a  team 
of  oxen  or  horfes,  by  the  cart-whip  ;  and  this  compulsion  of 
labour^  by  tbefbjfical  itnpulfef  or  prefcnt  terror  of  the  wbip^ 
is  unhferfal  with  reJpeSi  to  fucb  Jlaves  as  ar$  gngaged  in 
cultivating  our  i/lands.     As  to  civil  rights,  or  any  political 
exigence,  they  ftand  on  a  level  with  the  brute.     Imnio* 
derate  cruelty  to  a  flave  is  punifliable  as  a  nuisance,  in  the 
fame  way  as  immoderate  cruelty  to  cattle  j  but  then,  it  is 
always  difficult,  and  generally  impoffible,  to  obtain  proof 
of  the  faft ;  for  (let  it  not  be  forgotten)  the  evidence  of  a 
flave,  or  of  a  thodfand  flaves,  did  they  all  testify  the  fame 
thing,  would  not  be  available  in  tl  e  fmallcil  degree  to  the 
conviction  of  one  who  is  free.     This,  then,  is  the  (late  of 
bondage  to  which  not  oidy  the  imported  Africans  them- 
felves,  but  their  children,  and  their  children's  children,  for 
ever  and   for  ever,  ace  inevitably  coniigned :  and  I  defy 
any   one  to  (hew,   not  only  that  a  fingle  circumllance  in 
this  picture  is  exaggerated,  but  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  as 
univerfal   notoriety  in  the  Weft  Indies,  whatever  it  may 
be  in  Europe,  as  the  exiftence  of  flavery  at  all.    I  do  not 
mean,  indeed,  to  affirm,  that  this  fyftem  is  not  as  humanely 
adminiftered   by  fome  Weft*Indian  planters,  as  its  natura 
will  admit.    But  ftill  fuch  is  the  fyftem  which  they  have  to 
adminifter^ 

Let  it  be  remarked,  however,  that  there  is  one  ctrcunl- 
flance  in  ^he  lot  of  \Veft*Indian  Slaves  which  readers  it 
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even  worfe  than  tbat  of  brutes ;  they  not  only  feel  the  pr^ 
fent  pain,  but  they  can  remember  the  paft|  they  can 
anticipate  (he  future,  they  can  difcourfei  they  can  contrive^ 
they  can  execute,  they  can  diftinguifh  between  right  and 
wrong ;  they  have  had  the  infolence,  at  times,  to  exercifc 
this  faculty  %  nay,  they  have  even  dared  to  prefer  a  claim 
to  the  poflTeflion  of  humanity,  by  expreffing  a  fenfe  of 
injury  and  injuftice,  and  by  (hewing  that  they  can  refent 
it.  Hence  it  is,  that,  while  in  this  country,  we  fee  men 
take  pleafure  in  raifing  their  horfes  and  dogs'  to  a  partici^ 
pation  of  their  own  enjoyments,  and  to  a  place,  as  it  were, 
in  their  friendfiiip  and  fociety ;  the  Oave  in  the  Weft- Indies 
18  degraded  and  thruft-down  to  the  very  earth,  left,  look^ 
ing  upwards,  fome  untoward  accident  fliould  dlfcover  to 
kirn  that  he  is  a  man,  poflefled  of  the  fame  common  nature 
with  his  mafter,  and  equally  entitled  with  him  to  fieel,  and 
tp  repel  infult,  and  injury,  and  torture. 

Now,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  challenge  all  the  advocates  of 
the  SIave*Trade  to  pomt-out,  in  ancient  times,  any  ftate  or 
condition  of  life,  which  bears  the  moft  remote  refemblance 
to  the  Weft-Indian  fyftem  \  viewed  in  all  its  parts,  from 
its  commencement  in  Africa,  to  its  completion  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  Nay,  fo  far  is  it  from  having  any  claim  to 
antiquity  f  that  I  take  it  upon  myfelf  to  aver  that  thi^ 
fyftem,  as  now  conftituted,  is  entirely  a  modern  invention* 
It  took  its  rife  in  the  Antilles,  about  2ao  years  ago;  and 
from  that  time  it  has  been  gradually  augmenting,  until 
by  the  accumulating  wafte  of  the  Britifli  capital  and  Afri* 
can  blood,  it  has  acquired  ita  prefent  hideous  form  and 
gigantick  dimenfions. 

Still,  however,  it  may  be  pertinacioufly  argued  that^v- 
ery  is  Jlavery,  and  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
the  exiftence  bf  fuch  a  ftate  of  fociety  among  the  Ifraelites* 
The  bondage,  however,  which  prevailed  among  the  Ifrael- 
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modem  Man-Merchant,  to  have  been  wotfe  than  that  to 
which  the  children  of  Ifrael  themfelves  had  been  fubjefted 
in  Egyptk  Of  that  date  they  always  fpoke  as  a  ftate  of 
the  mod  intolerable  oppreffion*  In  comparifon  of  it|  every 
other  fervitude  was  light.  Their  deliverance  from  it^  as 
typical  of  another  and  greater  deliverance^  was  called,  by 
way  of  eminence,  their  redemption.  So  powerful  was 
Iheir  impreflion  of  the  borrows  of  this  ftate^  that  the  irtmjvr* 
kace^  the  furnace  of  qffliction^  and  fimillir  expreffions^  feem 
inadequate  to  expnfs  their  conceptions  of  it  y  and  Egypt> 
the  land  of  their  captivity,  is  emphatically  termed  the 
bousi  of  bondage  t  and  It  is  by  the  recollection  of  their 
fuftenng  in  that  country^  that  the  Almighty  enforced  upon 
them  the  injunction  to  be  kind  to  the  ftrangefs  that  dwelt 
smong  them. 

Yet  what,  after  all,  was  the  nature  of  this  £g>'ptlail 
bondage?  Was  its  dreadful  feverity  fucb  asto  diminifli  the 
number  of  (laves,  and  to  require  fre(h  impotutions  to  fill* 
up  the  void  which  was  caufed  by  etceflSve  labour^  harih 
treatment,  and  fcanty  food  ?  By  no  means.  They  multU 
plied  fo  rapidly  as  to  become  an  obje£t  of  terror  to  their 
oppredbrs  from  their  very  increase.  Had  their  labours  no 
known  meafure  or  limit,  or,  was  it  forced  from  them  at 
the  caprice  of  an  overfeer  or  driver,  by  the  compelling 
power  of  the  cart^whtp?  No  fuch  thing.  It  was  the 
fubjeA  of  fpeciflck  and  uniform  regulation :  tafks  were  ap- 
pointed t  the  tale  of  bricks  was  previoufly  named*  And^ 
as  to  food^  the  flefh'-pots  of  Egypt  had  become  proverbial 
among  them. 

Having  now,  as  I  cotlceive,  incontrovertibly  edablifhed 
the  radical  difference  betweeii  any  flavery  which  could 
have  exifted  among  the  Ifraelitesi  and  that  which  now 
exidi  in  the  Wed-Indies>  I  have  at  lead  demoliflied  every 
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thing  like  argument  in  favour  of  the  Scriptural  /an3ian  cif 
the  African  Slave-Trade.  I  would,  therefore,  entreat  thofc 
uell-meaning  men  in  thi^  country,  who,  from  unacqualnt- 
ance  with  the  real  ftate  of  things  in  the  Weft-Indies,  have 
too  readily  conceded  that  the  fyftem  of  Weft-Indian  bond* 
age  has  any  countenance  in  Scripture,  to  retra£t  thatconcef- 
(ion ;  and  to  be  no  longer  impofcd-upon  by  the  mere  fimiU 
arity  of  a  name,  when  the  things  are  in  their  nature  fo 
cfleniially  diftinft.  And  let  not  the  Man-Merchants,  nor 
their  advocates,  any  longer  infult  the  common  fenfe,  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  religion,  of  their  country,  by  arguments 
fo  abfurd  and  impious. 

It  will  fcarcely  be  expelled  that,  after  this  confutation  of 
the  argument  deduced  from  Scripture  in  favour  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  I  (hould  think  it  neccfTary  to  prove  the  contrariety 
of  thofe  pra6lices  to  which  this  trade  gives  birth,  as  well 
as  of  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  to  the  whole 
tenor  and  fcope  both  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  Teftament. 
That  the  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ftands  oppofed  to 
the  (lave-trade  is  too  obvious  to  require  proof;  I  (hall, 
therefore,  content  myfelf  with  having  rectified  the  mis- 
conceptions which  have  arifen  on  this  fubje£l  from  the 
ambiguous  ufe  of  the  itxirxjlavery^  and  with  quoting  two 
or  three  paflTages  of  Scripture,  which  feem  to  have  a  pretty 
decifive  bearing  on  the  questiou. 

**  Therefore  all  things  whalfoever  ye  would  that  men 
(liould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  ;  for  this  is  the 
law  and  the  prophets." 

''<  The  law  is  made  for  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient; 
for  men -stealers." 

"  And  he  that  stealeth  a  man,  and  felleth  him,  or  if  he 
be  found  in  his  band^  he  fliall  furely  be  put  to  death." 

Your*s,  &c. 

An  Abolitionist. 
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FURTHER  REFLECTIONS  ON  NEGRO-SLAVERY. 


The  two  prccceding  Letters  concerning  the  dale  of  the 
Negro-flaves  in  the  Weft-Indies  (of  which  1  do  not  know 
who  are  the  authors,)  feem  to  convey  a  clear  and  dillinct 
account  of  the  very  harfh  and  dreadful  punifhmcuts  which 
are  foniettines  inflicted  on  them  by  cruel  maders,  or  by 
the  overfeers  entrufted  with  the  management  of  them  by 
maders  of  a  dtflferent  character.     But  thefe  great  abufes  of 
power  over  them  we  may  reafonably  (uppofe  to  be  not  very 
frequent ;  and  it  is  almod  certain  that,  now  that  (by  the 
late  a6l  of  Parliament  for  abolifhing  the  Slave-trade,)  the 
Weft-India  planters  will  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  pur- 
chafing  new  Slaves   from  Africa,   the  treatment  of  their 
present  Slaves  will  be  much  milder  and  more  careful  than 
before.     For  it  will  now  be  the  intered  of  their  maders 
not  to  over- work  their  Slaves,  but  to  require  from  theui 
only  fuch  a  moderate  degree  of  labour  as  will  contribute 
to  keep  them  in  health  and  vigour  for  many  years  to  come, 
and  enable  them  to  raifc  families  of  children  to  adid  them 
in  their  fervice  to  their  maders,  and  fupply   their  places 
when  they  die.     And  for  this  purpofe,  the  excellent  infli« 
tution  of  marriage,  or  fome  (imilar  and  nearly  equivalent 
union  between  the  male  and  female  Slaves,  (by  allotting  one 
woman  to  one  man,  to  the  excludon  of  promifcuous  con•^ 
cubinage,)  and  with  a  great   diminution  of  the  labour  of 
the  female  Slaves  during  their  pregnancy,  will,  no  doubt,  be 
edablidied  in  mod  of  the  plantations,  together  witli  fcparaie 
habitations  for  every  married  couple,  with  proper  accom- 
modations forrearing  their  children.  And,  when  thefe  chang- 
es in  the  condition  of  the  Negro-Slaves  in  the  Wed  Indies 
(hall  be  eflfcded,  (which  seem  to  me  to  be  almod  necedary 
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confequences  of  the  Abolitioix  of  the  Slave-Trade,)  tbcy 
will  be  fo  much  happier  than  they  had  been  before,  that 
they  will  almoft  ceafe  to  be  objeds  of  compaffion  s  though 
it  will  be  ftill  to  be  wilhed  that  they  may,  in  fome  future 
period,  and  by  gradual  emancipations  of  them,  by  their 
Mafters,  as  ^rewards  of  their  good  behaviour  and  long  and 
faithful  ferviceSy  be  advanced  to  the  dill  better  condition 
of  Britifli  freemen.  This,  however,  cannot  be  done  fud« 
denly,  without  throwing  thofe  Colonies  into  general  con« 
fufion ;  as  has  been  the  cafe  in  the  rich  and  populous  French 
Colony  of  Saint  Domingo,  in  confequence  of  a  wild,  uhjuft, 
and,  we  may  venture  to  fay,  tnad  Decree  pafled  by  the  firft 
French  National  Aflembly,  called  the  Confiitueni  AJfemhly^ 
which  ordered  all  the  ilaves  in  it  to  be  immediately  confi* 
dered  as  freemen.  But  this  was  a  meafure  which  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  and  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  and  Lord  Gren<« 
ville,  and  the  other  members  of  Parliament,  who  have  for 
fo  many  years  contended  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade, 
and  have  at  length  fucceeded  in  their  noble  attempt,  always 
declared  to  be  no  part  of  their  plan  \  nor,  as  I  believe,  did 
any  of  the  friends  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade, 
out  of  Parliament  as  well  as  in  it,  throughout  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  ever  wi{h  to  fee  fo  unjuft  and 
dangerous  a  projefk  undertaken.  It  was  a  meafure  fit  only 
to  be  adopted  by  the  wild  and  wrong-headed  enthuiiaits 
of  the  National  Aflembly  of  France,  who,  under  the  mild- 
eft  and  moft  beneficent  of  all  their  kings,  the  virtuous 
Lewis  the  XVIth.  (who  had  already  granted  to  them  in  the 
Boyal  Seffion  of  the  33d  of  June,  1789,  three  weeks  before 
the  taking  of  the  Baftille,  all  the  conceflions  and  privileges 
eflential  to  the  permanent  efiablifliment  of  liberty  amongft 
them,  which  had  ever  been  wiflied-for  by  their  moft  zealous 
and  intelligent  patriots,)  thought  fit  to  overturn  the  antient, 
and  well-eftabliflied  Monarchy  under  which  they  and  their 
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anceftors  had  lived,  and  under  which  they  had,  but  a  few 
years  before,  been  uncommonly  fuccefsful  in  the  war  they 
had  carried-on  againft  England  in  support  of  the  revolted 
Englilh  Colonies  in  North-America.  Such  a  Nation  only 
as  France  was  at  that  time,  under  the  dominion  of  a  fort  of 
general  frenzy  that  feemed  then  to  have  feized  them, 
could  think  of  adopting  fo  extravagant  and  ruinous  a  mea« 
fure.  The  emancipation  of  the  Negro-Slaves  that  are 
now  in  the  Engli(h  Weft-Indian  Colonies  muft,  therefore, 
be  brought*about  by  gentle  degrees,  and  with  the  confent, 
or,  rather,  by  the  fingle  and  feparate  acts,  of  their  feveral 
mafters.  And  the  bed  method  of  effefiiog  this  furiber  happy 
•  change  in  their  condition  that  I  have  any  where  met-with,  is 
that  which  ia  described  by  Lieutenant  Jobn  HarrioU^  in  the 
35th  chapter  of  bis  curious  and  valuable  Hiftpry  of  his 
own  Life  and  Adventures,  publilhed  in  two  fmall  volumes 
in  duodecimo,  in  the  y^r  1807,  under  the  title  of  Struggles 
tknmgb  tafi^  which  I  have  read  with  great  pleafure,  and 
believe  to  be  a  very  fair  and  faithful  narrative  of  the 
feveral  adventures  and  undertakings  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged,  and  in  which  he  has  exhibited  great  proofs  of 
Courage,  Induftry,  found  Judgement,  Benevolence,  and 
Publick  fpirit,  and  has  given  excellent  advice  to  prevent 
Englifh  farmers  from  leaving  Old- England  to  go  to  North- 
America,  and  fettle  there  as  L#and-owner8,  in  the  hopes  of 
being  foon  poflefled  of  fome  hundreds  of  acres  of  good 
land,  brought  into  good  cultivation ;  which  hop€S>  he  well 
obferves^  will,  moft  probably,  be  grievously  di£sppoint«d« 
What  be  has  said  upon  this  fubjed  brought  to  my  recolledion 
the  following  query  of  Dodor  B^JkUy,  the  famous  Bifhop 
of  Ckyne,  in  the  former  half  of  the  lail  Century.  Query, 
''  whether  it  is  not  poffible  that  a  man  may  be  lawful  owner^ 
in  pofleffion,  of  a  traft  of  land  containing  twenty  thou- 
fand  acres^  and  the  land  very  good  and  capable  of  producing 


296 

very  good  crops  of  coriij  or  other  ufeful  vegetables ;  and  h\» 
title  to  the  land  bt^  quite  clear  and  undifputed  to  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever;  and  the  land  clear  of  all  mortgages,  or  rent- 
charges,  or  ot  her  burthensj  oroutgoingSi  whatfoever;  and 
yet  that  the  faid  man,  though  fo  great  a  land-holder,  may 
be  in  want  of  a  dinner/'  The  Bifhop  had  fpent  a  few 
years  in  North-America ;  and  there,  I  conjedture,  this 
query  came  into  his  head, — But  to  return  to  the  fubjcft 
of  the  emancipation  of  the  Negro-Slaves  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  the  fuggeftions  of  Mr.  Harriott  for  the  gradual 
attainment  of  this  important  change  in  their  condition, 
contained  in  the  faid  36th  chapter  of  his  ufeful  and  enter- 
taining work,  are  fo  judicious,  and  fo  well-defcribed,  that 
I  (hall  here  prefent  my  readers  with  the  whole  of  that 

chapter  in  the  author's  own  words. 

F.M. 

From LiEUTXNANT  JoHi*  Harriott's  ^'Struggles 
tbrough  Life,^'  vol.  11. pages  23a  to  348, 

**  CHAPTER   XXXVI. 

^*.  Slavery  in  North  AtneAca,  in  Turkey,  Barbaryy  the 
European  States^  up  the  MediUrranean^  and  in  the  East 
and  fVeJl  Indies  ;  Observation  on  Slavery  •  Hints  for  a. 
gradual  Emancipation^ 

**  In  fome  parts  of  my  account  of  America,  my  objec- 
tions to  any  thing  that  feemed  to  countenance  slavery  are 
cursorily  mentioned  ;  and  yet  I  afterwards  acknowledge  to 
have  purchafed  fome  flayes.  I  with  to  remove  any  appear- 
ance of  inconfiftency  on  this  head,  and  know  not  how  j 
can  do  it  better  than  by  giving  my  opinion  on  the  long- 
contefted  point  for  the  abolition  of  flavery.  It  is  an  opinion 
7  gave^  fome  years  back,  to  a  much-valued  fViend,  who  re- 
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quelled  it  v^hen  the  fubjefl  was  fo  generally  agitated  anci 
claimed  the  publick  attention.  It  is  true^  fince  that  time,  I 
have  myfelf  purchafed  slaves ;  yet  have  I  never  changed  my 
opinion,  but  remain  more  and  more  confirmed  in  it. 

*'  Having  feen  Slavery  in  a  variety  of  (hapes,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  not  to  have  confidered  it  would  refieft 
on  my  humanity  :  I  have  often^  very  often,  and  with  fenfa- 
tions  that  varied  as  the  time  and  circumftances  occurred  j 
and  I  believe  the  sureft,  (horteft,  and  cleared,  way  ot  deliver- 
ing my  thoughts  on  the  fubjed,  will  be  by  (ketching  an 
outline  of  the  kinds  of  Slavery  that  have  fallen  within  niy 
notice.  In  the  general  acceptation  of  the  t^rm  Slaviry 
there  is  not,  cannot  be,  a  more  fincere  well-wi(her  for  a 
proper  abolition  than  myfelf.  How  that  is  beft  to  be  car* 
ried  into  execution,  fo  as  to  produce  the  greatefl:  good  and 
occafion  the  leaft  evil,  deferves  ferious  confidcration. 

^^  In  North'America,  taking  thofe  parts  to  the  northward 
and  eaftward  of  Pennfylvania,  the  Slaves  are  much  happier 
from  being  better  fed,  cloathed,  and  taken  care  of,  than  they 
would  be  if  left  entirely  to  their  own  liberty ;  I  am  an  ad- 
vocate, however,  for  reftoring  them  to  their  natural  rights. 
To  enfranchife  the  whole  immediately  would  not  be  the  beft 
poffible  good  for  them.  What  has  already  been  done 
(in  bringing  them,  or  their  anccftors,  from  Africa,  to  make 
them  Slaves)  cannot  be  undone  ;  but  a  continuance  of  the 
horrid  traffick  is  unjuft  and  wrong  in  the  extreme. 

"  In  Turkey  and  Barbary  there  are  two  (or  more)  kinds  of 
Slaves :  thofe  who  are  bought,  and  the  Europeans  who  are 
made  prisoners  of  war.  The  firft  we  may  clafs  with  the  ne- 
groes in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies,  while  the  latter  are 
to  be  pitied  the  moft  of  any  defcription  of  (laves  I  have 
feen.  Dreadful,  indeed  !  is  the  fituation  of  thefe  unhappy 
mortals,  compared  with  whom  the  ilaves  in  our  planta- 
tions are  freeioen.    And  here  we  may  lament  that  we  have 

not 
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not  the  power  to  interfere  refpeAing  a  quick  abolition  of 
their  Slavery  • 

*'  Tt  is  unnecessary  to  notice  all  thefimilar  kinds  of  Slavery 
feen  in  different  countries ;  I  (hall  feleA  thofe  only  that  ap- 
peared  te  me  to  differ  from  the  reft.  In  all  the  European 
States  up  the  Mediterranean,  they  have  Slaves  who  have 
been  condemned  as  fuch  on  account  of  crimes.  The  juftice 
or  injuftice  of  their  sentences  is  no  part  of  the  prefent  in-* 
quiry ;  but,  admitting  they  were  fairly  tried  and  convifled, 
I  hefitate  not  to  say,  I  think  it  much  more  juftifiable  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  liberty  than  to  take-away  their  lives,  let 
the  crime  they  have  committed  be  what  it  may.  Of  courfe 
I  am  no  advocatie  for  abolifliing  this  kind  of  Slavery  ;  yet  it 
requires  numerous  regqlations  to  make  it  anfwer  the  intends 
•d  purpofes  of  funi/bmsnt^  repgntancey  reformaiioUf  and  ex^ 
ample* 

<'  In  the  Eaft*Tndies  Slavery  aflumes  a  milder  aspect^ 
Slaves  being  chiefly  bought  and  kept  for  domeftick  uses. 
The  native  poor,  with  large  femilies,  in  times  of  fcarcity, 
think  they  cannot  do  better  than  to  difpofe  of  their  children 
either  to  the  opulent  natives  or  Europeans  $  and,  being  fold 
when  young,  they  become  ftrongly  attached  to  their  maf* 
ters  or  miftrefles,  from  whom  they  receive  every  thing,  even 
to  fuperfluities ;  fo  that  to  enfranchife  them,  and  turn  them 
adrift  to  get  their  own  livelihood^  would  be  a  punifliment 
in  nine  cates  out  of  ten. 

<'  One  matter  of  fa£t  is  worth  a  dozen  fuppofitions.  I  had 
a  boy  fent  me  from  Bengal  to  Mafulipatam,  when  about 
eight  years  old,  as  a  prefent.  My  friend,  who  fent  him, 
wrote  me  word  it  was  an  act  of  charity :  for  the  mother  had 
been  fome  time  importuning  him  to  take  the  boy  for  a  flave  ; 
and,  on  mentioning  his  intention  to  fend  the  boy  fuch  a 
diftance,  ihe  was  perfeflly  fatisfied  when  informed  it  was  to 
an  EngliOi  Officer  of  his  acquaintance.    The  boy  continued 
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Vuh  me  for  fosie  years.    When  about  to  leave  lDdia»  I 
ofTered  him  his  liberty^  and  to  fend  him  back  to  Bengal. 
On  the  firft  mention  of  the  circumftance,  he  threw  bimfelf 
at  my  feet,  as  I  fat ;  and,  lifting  one  of  them  up  with  his 
hands,  placed  it  on  his  head  upon  the  ground,  and  defired 
me  to  kill  him  rather  than  turn  him  away.    I  accordingly 
kept  himr  until  we  arrived  at  St.  Helena,  where  I  made 
fome  ftay ;  and  it  became  a  feriousconfideration  upon  learn* 
ing  that  there  had  lately  been  great  difturbancces  in  England 
by  the  emancipation  of  fuch  numbers,  who,  thus  freed  from 
fervitude  and  reftraiut,  were  fwarming  about  the  ftreets  of 
Londouj  diftrefled  to  the  greateft  degree.  '  This  determined 
me;  I  gave  him  his  choice,  to  go-back  to  Bengal jfr/e,  or  to 
be  placed  with  fome  worthy  family  at  St.  Helena.    Find- 
ing me  refolved  not  to  take  him  to  England,  and  noticing 
how  happily  they  lived  in  the  ifland,  he  preferred  being 
turned-over  to  a  mafter  and  miftrefs  who  would  take  care 
of  him,  to  having  his  liberty  and  returning  to  his  native 
country ;  and  I  am  fati&fied  he  made  the  wifer  choice. 
<'  The  Malay  flaves,  that  I  obferved  o«  the  coaft  of  Sumatra^ 
both  in  the  Dutch  and  Engliih  fettlements,  differ  fo  little 
from  thofe  in  the  other  fettlements  in  the  Eafl  Indies,,  that 
it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  more  concerning  them,  than  that 
their  Slavery  frequently  originates  in  an  extravagant  f  pirit  of 
gaming,  which  induces  the  father,  when  he  has  nothing 
elfe  to  (lake,  to  gamble-away  the  liberty  of  his  children  : 
and  hence,  I  infer,  arifes  that  extraordinary  kind  of  mad- 
nefs,  fo  peculiar  to  the  Malays,  termed   running  a  muck. 
I  believe,  the  nervous  fyftem  of  a  lofing  gamefter  is  more 
violently  agitated  and  convulfed  by  the  fenfe  of  his  loffes, 
than  by  any  other  voluntary  felf-infli£ied  operation  what« 
ever}  and,  where  the  paroxyfm  of  the  diforder  has  rifen  to 
fuch  a  height  as  to  induce  the  miferable  man  to  hazard  his 
children  becoming  flaves  to  another,  there  is  fcarcely  any 
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Other  rafhncfs  he  can  be  guilty-of  that  nerd  excite  furprifc  ; 
yet  the  manner  in  which  he  fecks  deftniftion,  which  I 
have  related  in  a  former  part/  is  unaccountable. 

*•  I  have  rcferved  to  the  laft  niv  obfervations  on  the  treat- 
mcnt  of  flaves  in  our  Wcft-Tndia  plantalions,  as  they  only 
are  .the  real  fubjeds  uf  the  Abolition-aA;  and  I  conceive  the 
foregoing  will  not  be  deemed  either  foreign  to  the  iubjed^  or 
fuperfluous^  fince  it  may  help  in  fomc  degree  to  account  for 
the  apparent  difference  in  the  evidence  given  by  different 
gentlemen  before  the  houfes  of  parliament,  as  well  as  the 
contradictory  accounts  in  the  publick  papers.  The  inhuman 
and  horrid  pra£bice  of  ohtaining  and  conveying  men,  women^ 
and  children,  from  their  native  land,  merely  becaufe  they 
are  black,  and  therefore  reckoned  fitter  for  work  in  hot  cli- 
inales  than  Europeans;  the  original  purchafe,  conduced 
by  fraud,  force,  and  artifice  \  the  tranfportatinn  and  fale  of 
them,  in  a  foreign  country,  for  (laves;  altogether  present 
the  piAureof  fo  diabolical  a  traffick,  that  I  cannot  fufBciently 
exprefs  my  furprize  at  finding  there  are  yet  advocates  for  its 
continuance,  after  the  inhumanity  of  the  pra£tice  has  beca 
fo  ably  and  juftly  expofed  :  for  it  is  a  mockery  of  juftice,^ 
as  well  as  an  infult  to  common  undtrftanding,  to  fay,  that^ 
from  motives  of  humanity,  they  are  removed  by  compul- 
fion  from  a  worfe  to  a  better  (ituation. 

**  Let  us  fiippofe  there  were  inhabitants  of  fome  diflant 
country,  as  fuperior  to  us  in  ftrength  of  arms  and  under- 
ftanding  as  we  efteem  ourfelves  to  the  poor  Africans ;  and, 
trufting  in  that  ftrength,  let  us  farther  fuppofe  they  were  to 
come  hither,  and,  among  others,  to  make  free  with  thefe 
advocates  for  flavery.  I  imagine  thefe  gentry  would  not  be 
better  reconciled  to  their  fate,  from  being  told,  by  their 
mailers,  it  was  doing  them  a  kindnefs  to  carry  them  from 

•*•  Vol.  1.  chap.  xlv.  p.  (i05. 
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home. to  live  in  flaver)*  under  people  fo  much  ib^r  fuperioi^t 
adding,  withk^l,  it  was  likewife  necejjary^  or  they  (their  lords 
and  mailers)  could  not  otherwife  enjoy  quite  fo  many  fuper« 
fluities ;  and,  1  fear,  that  nothing  (hort  of  fo  forcible  an 
argument  could,  or  would,  convince  them.  For,  as  Mifs 
Hannah  Maria  Williams  obferves  in  one  of  her  letters  from 
France,  (only  I  fubftitute  the  abolition  of  ilavery  for  the  de-( 
moiition  of  the  Baftille,)^'  Thofe,  who  have  contemplated 
pn  flavery  without  rejoicing  at  the  profpe£l  of  an  Abolition, 
may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  very  refpe6lable  perfons,  and  very 
agreeable  companions  in  the  hour  pf  profperity ;  but,  if  my 
heart  were  finking  in  anguifli,  I  (hould  not  fly  to  them  for 
consolation."  I  believe  it  is  Sterne  who  fays,  that  a  man  is 
incapable  of  loving  one  woman  as  he  ougbt^  who  has  not 
a  fort  of  an  afiedion  for  the  whole  fex.  I  am  of  the  famt 
opinion;  and  as  little  fliould  I  look  for  particular  fympathy 
from  thofe  who  have  no  feelings  of  general  philanthropy. 

**  To  return ;  the  poor  Africans,  thus  cruelly  carried-over 
to  the  Wcft-Itidies,  are  expofed  at  a  publick  market,  fre* 
quently  at  a  vendue,  (or  fale  by  audion,)  and  fold,  like 
beads  of  burden,  to  the  higheft  bidder.  Afmall  proportion 
are  fele£ted  for  domeftick  ufcs ;  and  I  am  willing  to  allow 
fome  of  thefe  to  be  ranked  with  the  flaves  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  continent  of  America,  for  comfort  and  even  for 
pleafures,  except  in  cafe  of  mifcondfi£t^  when  they  are  fub. 
jeft  to  be  turnedi'Out  as  field-negroes,  which  is  often/  th^ 
cafe ;  under  which  term,  we  may  comprehend  the  large 
bulk  of  negro-flaves.  Thefe  may  truely  be  called  misera* 
lie  Slaves  ;  for,  although  it  may  be  allowed  that  in  fome  of 
the  plantations  they  are  treated  with  humanity,  yet  thofe 
who  are  treated  the  very  beft,  among  the  working  field* 
negroes,  it  is  a  cruel  lot  to  fuppofe  any  fellow*creature  to  be 
born-to,  or  to  be  fubje£ted-to  by  theiron  hand  of  power,  with* 
put  living  committed  an  offence.  What,  then,  mud  be  the 
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^ptorabte  hit  of  thole  unhappy  wretches  w.ho  dre  the  pt9* 
perty  of  maftert,  (I  am  forry  to  fay  miftrefles,  too),  Tirhoft 
hearts  are  callous  to  every  feeling  of  bit manity  towards  them } 
Imprefied  from  their  cradles  with  the  idea  that  their  flaves 
lire  little,  or  nothings  fuperior  to  the  brute  -creation  ;  they 
treat  them  accordingly. 

<*  In  my  youthful  d^ys  I  temember  to  have  feen  at  Savati* 
tiah-Ia.Mar,  in  Jamaica^  a  Creole  lady  (as  fhe  was  called) 
(land  by  while  one  of  her  negro-wenches  was  (o  feverely 
flogged}  in  the  publick  p1ace>  by  one  of  her  negro  men* 
Oaves,  lhat|  if  a  drayman  were  fo  to  flog  his  horfe  in  the 
ftreets  of  London^  I  am  perfuaded  the  populace  would  wreft 
the  whip  from  his  hands>  and  retaliate  upon  him  the  injuries 
of  the  animaU  Yet,  fo  accuftomed  to  thefe  fights  and 
fcreamings  of  the  poor  wretches  were  the  people  at  Savan- 
nah, that  they  pall  along  unconcerned,  until  attraAed  by 
the  greater  novelty  of  a  youth,  like  myfelf,  interfering,  by 
aflcitig  the  miftrefs  if  (he  was  not  a(hamed  of  herfelf^  The 
good  lady  then  poured-forth  fuch  &  torrent  of  abufe,  plenti- 
fully decorated  with  oaths,  as  to  provoke  a  retort  fimilar  { 
until,  foaming  at  the  mouth  like  a  mad  creature,  (he  re- 
treated  into  her  houfe,  etirfing  me  for  a  ^^  Jom  tony  orse^ 
impudent  failoi^feHow/ 

*^  What  Mr.  JeiTerfon  remarks,  of  the  conduft  of  the  maf-^ 
ter  to  the  Ilave  in  Virginia,  is  equally,  if  not  more,  applica** 
ble  to  the  Weft- India  iflands.  The  whole  commerce  be- 
tween mafter  and  (lave  is  a  perpetual  exercife  of  the  moil 
boifterous  patlions,  the  mod  unremitting  haughtinefs,  on  the 
one  part,  and  degrading  fubmiflion  on  the  otheh  The  chiU 
drcn  fee  this,  and  learn  to  imitate  it,  man  being  an  imitative 
«nimal.  This  difpofition  to  imitate  is  the  germ  of  all  educatioti 
in  him;  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  i&leamrng  to  do  what 
be  fees  others  do«  If  a  parent  could  find  no  motive,  eithef 
in  his  philanthropy  or  his  felf-love,  for  reftralning  the  in- 
temperance 
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Ittmpetfttice  of  hU  paflions  towards  bis  (lave,  the  jprefenee  of 
his  child  ihould  always  he  a  fufScient  one.  The  parent 
ftornis )  the  child  ]ookfr«oti,  catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath, 
)>uts-on  the  fame  airs  in  the  circle  of  fmaller  flaves,  gives  ft 
loose  to  his  worft  paffions ;  and^  thus  nursed,  educated*  and 
dslily  exercifed,  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  (lamped  by  it  with 
odious  pectiliaritiesi 

<'  God  biefs  the  Duke  of  C« !  I  triift  he  speaks  honeajy^ 

as  far  as  he  knows.    But  his  royal  highnefs^  as  well  as  fome 
other  refpeftable  chara£ters,  muft  cxcufe  me  for  obferving^ 
that  their  knowledge  refpefting  the /r^a/mm/^  ^age^  and 
inode  of  livings  of  the  hard-working  field-negroes  on  the 
plantations,  muft  necelTarily  be  much  confined.    The  mod 
that  thefe  meti  of  high  rank  hate  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing  is  among  the  houfeholdj  or  domefiick,  negroes,  where  our 
opinions  may  partly  coalesce.  But,  admitting  that,  out  of 
curiofity,  they  may  hate  vifited  many^  and  fome  of  the  worft^ 
of  the  (maltreated)  negro-plantations,  is  it  not  evident  to 
common  fenfe,  that  the  owners,  or  managers^  of  fuch  planta-^ 
tions  would  take  the  greateft  care  that  every  thing  fhould 
appeal*  in  its  heft  during  fuch  vifits  ?     Of  courfe,  they  fee  nor 
negro-driver  flourifhing  and  cracking  his  whip  over  the  ne- 
groes at  work,  to  try  his  dexterity  in  cutting  a  musquito  off 
any  of  their  backs,  merely  to  amufe  himfelf.    Nay,  if  thefe 
vifitors  condescended  toinquire  of  the  poor  devils  themfelves, 
the  wretched  beings  too  well  know  they  dare  not  pour 
their  forrows  into  the  ear  of  any  but  fuch  as,  like  myfelf, 
(being,  at  the  time  I  allude  to,  in  too  humble  a  ftation  to 
attra6l  the  notice  of  their  matters,)  could  obferve  their  cuf- 
tomary  daily  treatment,  with  their  hard,  feanly,  fubfiftence. 
And^  while  employed,  in  the  long-boat  of  the  fliip  I  belong- 
ed-to,  to  fetch-off  fugars,   rums,  &c.   from  various  diftant 

plantations,  I  have  frequently  entered  their  huts  with  famili- 
arity, at  nighty  to  give  them  a  fpare  piece  of  salt-beef  or  pork, 
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I  believe  it  was  a  fituation  as  likely  as  any  to  obtain  infbrtlt* 
ation  on  the  fubjed,  free  from  partiality  or  prejudice,  ad* 
mitting  the  obferver  to  have  any  human  affections  remain^ 
ing ;  and,  where  a  perfon  has  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
obfervationy  it  requires  no  very  great  abilities  to  form  a  to«- 
lerable  judgement  on  the  fubjedl. 

''  I  do  not  hefitate,  therefore,  in  faying  that  the  traffick  of 
tranfporiing  fre(h  (laves  from  Africa  pught^  in  common 
juflice,  to  ceafe  immediately;  as  it  cannot  be  juftified  on  any 
principle  of  humanity,  expediency,  or  neceflity.  So  far, 
tlien,  I  again  exprefs  my  (urprize  that  there  (hould  be  two 
opinions  on  the  fubjeS,  among  men  who  are  not  interefted 
in  it.  The  fons  of  Mammon  are  out  of  the  queftion  :  for 
they,  whether  in  the  femblance  of  merchatits,  (bip-owners, 
or  planters,  will  endeavour  to  juftify  it  under  fanciion  of 
their  religion,  felf-intereft ! 

*^  The  great  and  ahnoft  only  difficulty,  I  conceive^  is  ia 
forming  and  adopting  such  a  plan>  for  their  gradual  eman«. 
cipation,   as  will  bed  anfwer  the  humane  intention  of  re*, 
leafing  fo  many  thoufands  of  our  fellow.creatures  from  bond-* 
age.   To  do  this  haftily,  to  fay  to  them,  ^  Ye  are  all  fre$ 
from  this  inftant,"  would  be  nearly  as  cruel  as  the  firfi  cnflav- 
ing  them.  If  there  were  only  a  few  hundreds,  or  thoufands, 
thinly  fcattered  over  the  iflands,  it  mattered  not  how  fdon  it . 
was  done;  but  the  liberation  of  fuch  a  multitude,  whofe^ 
numbers  far  exceed  the  Europeans,  from  whom  they  muft 
(whether  freemen  or  (laves)  expe£l  a  maintenance  for  a  con* 
(iderable  time  to  come,  would  not  only  be  produ6kive  o^ 
the  word  confequences  to  thofe  Europeans,  but  equally  fo. 
to  themfelves  :  .the  exceffes,  fo  fudden  an  intoxication  would 
plunge  them  into,  would  be  dreadful. 

'*  Probably,  much  better  plans  than  I  have  to  oflTer,  fofac- 
coroplifhing  this  defirable  end,  may  have  been  fuggefted  | 
wd  I  hope  they  will  be  adopted.    But  the  following  was 
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'a4iat  I  propoied  to  carry  into  execution,  if  fhad  settled  on 
any  of  the  fouthern  dates  of  America,  where  (laves  alone  at 
prefent  perform  the  work;  and  from  this  I  hadpromifed 
myfelf  no  fmall  gratification,  in  the  good  I  might  have  done 
as  an  individual,  and  a  hope  that  the  example  might  induce 
others  to  do  the  fame,  when  they  found  it  their  intereft, 
whatever  their  principles  might  be. 

Under  their  prefent  owners,  they  have  not  the  most  dif- 
tant  profpeA  of  gaining  their  liberty:  to  purchafe  fuch 
flaves,  with  a  view  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  work- 
ing-out their  own  redemption,  I  believe  is  juftifiable.  Suppos- 
ing, then,  I  had  purchased  a  number  of  flaves,  worth  on 
an  average  fifty  pounds  each  ;  on  becoming  their  mafter,  to 
encourage  them  in  diligence  and  good  behaviour,  I  would 
have  allowed  them  one  day  in  each  week  to  work  for  them« 
felves,  allotting  a  piece  of  ground  to  each  to  work  upon ; 
afluring  them,  that  whoever,  by  their  induftry  and  frugal- 
ity, faved  a  fifth  part  of  their  prime  coR,  (fay  ten  pounds,) 
(hould  then  be  entitled  to  purchafe,  with  that  money,  an- 
other day  to  work  upon  their  own  account,  and  fo  on  until 
they  cleared  the  whole  of  their  time.  Poifibly,  it  will  ad^ 
pear  to  fome  people  that  a  long  time  would  be  required  foi  a 
flave  in  this  manner  to  emancipate  himself  compleatly :  but  ii 
isfar  from  being  so.  Afreenegro  can  eafily  earn  half-a-crown  a 
day,  moftof  them  twice  as  much;  a  flave  isfoundin  thenecefla* 
riesof  life  andcloathingbyfaismafter.  We  will  fuppofe,  then, 
that  he  earns  no  more  than  half-a-crown  on  the  day  firft  given 
to  him,  calling  it  Saturday,  and  that  he  expends  one  (hilling 
on  himfelf ;  he  then  lays-by  eighteen  pence  a  week.  Trifl- 
ing as  this  may  appear,  at  firft  view,  to  the  accomplifh* 
men t  of  fo  great  an  end,  it  will  enable  him  to  make  his 
firft  purchase,  of  another  day  of  freedom  in  the  week,  in 
little  more  than  two  years  and  a  half.  Should  he  then  ap- 
ply the  whole  additional  earnings  to  the  former  eighteen 
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p^tict,  one  other!  year  will  purchafe  him  anolher  day  o(  \U 
b^rty;  and  thelieaviefi  half  of  hislatk  is  theaaccompliibed* 

He  is  now  half  free,  beginoing  to  feel  a  proportiooatc 
confequencey  and  noay  probably  increafe  bis  oiwn  enjoy- 
ments a  little  more,  Admitting  this,  in  two  years^  or  two 
years  and  a  half^  more,  he  may  couipleat  the  full  purchafe 
of  his  freedom ;  but  if^  inftead  of  fix  years,  it  fliotild:  even  take 
them  feven,  eight,  or  nine^yearvk would  be  farbetterfor  thetn 
than  if  they  had  their  fall  liberty  add  freedom  at  once)  and^ 
being  the  work  of  their  own  bands,  by  favour  of  their  mafter, 
it  inculcates  two  good  principles:  jnduftry,  with  a  trueknow-# 
ledge  of  its  valtie^  from  which  it  i^  likely  to  become  habitual) 
and  gratitude  to  their  mafter,  whofe  work  they  will  then 
be  happy  to  do  as  fa*e  fervants.  Nor  have  I  much  doubt 
but  that  the  pleafing  hope  of  fuch  liberation,  while  they  are 
gaming  it  by  degrees,  will  atford  them  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
as  much  comfort  as  the  final  attainment  of  it.  At  an^. 
rate,  the  gradual  acquirement  of  it  will  be  the  beft  means 
to  prevent  their  being  madly  intoxicated  at  the  completion. 
They  will  know  the  value  better,  and  will  have  gained 
fjch  habits  of  iuduftry  and  frugality  as  to  infure  their  future 
weifiatre.  The  owner  receives  the  full  value,  with  an  am* 
pie  intereft,  from  the  work  done  for  him,  and  will  aHb  enjoy 
the  high  mental  gratification  of  liberating  a  fellow*creature 
from  flavery. 

In  the  account  of  my  farm  iti  the  flate  of  New-York*  I 
have  mentioned  the  mode  I  adopted  th^re  for  liberating  those 
I  purchafed,  which  was  as  fimilar  to  the  foregoing  as  the  dif« 
ferencc  of  climate  and  country  would  permit ;  and  the  gen- 
tlemen, with  whom  I  left  them  upon  the  farm^  engaged  to 
fulfil  and  purfue  the  fame  plan. 

I  allow  that  the  bulk  of  the  {laves  employed  in  tbeWefi-^ 
India  plantations  have  the  appearance  of  being  but  a  few 
decrees  above  the  brute  creation  ;  but  it  is  their  fituation 

which 


which  makes  them  fo.    Teach  them  better  by  good  usage, 
and  ftimulate   them  to  induftry  by  Yweetening  their  bitter 
cup  with  a  cheering  profpeA  of  obtaining  their  liberty ;  and 
they  will  foon  exhibit  sufficieitt  proof .^ffteir  capacity  to  de- 
ferve  and  enjoy  it.     At  our  family-devotions  on  Sundays, 
my  negi^s,  whom  I  called-m   to  attend  likewife,  could 
fctrcely  conceive  what  wa«  propofed ;  yet  in  a  fhort    time, 
iirom  leceiving  die  beft  iaftru&iops  in  say  power,  and  per- 
chiving,  in  i^y  addrefa  to  the  one  Almighty  God^that  th«^ 
wetfc  confidered  as  eqpal  in  bis  eye,  according  to  their  d*- 
ferM,  tbey  attended,  with  eameftnefs  and  gratitude,,  to  ^e 
better  informed  of  tjbeir  dependence  on  bia  PTovidenpe  for 
the  comforts  of  this  life,  with  the  hope  of  a  better  hereaftei. 
Thefe  were  circiimftances,  concerning  which  their  formitr 
owners  had  never  givea  them  the  fmallefi  inftruSion.      .  i 
I  muft  acknowledge  there  was  one  thing  refp^£ting  ibe 
negroes  in  fonie  parts  of  Aqierica,  whith  aftoniOied  n^ 
much ;  nor  wa&  I  ever  able  to  account  fpr  it  to  my  own 
fatisfaction :    but    truth    requires    it    to    be   mentioned. 
On  the  subje&  of  flavery,  every  feeling  heart  will  natural- 
ly Sympathize  for  the  parent  whofe  mind,  we  fuppoCe,  muft. 
be  tortured  with  agony  when  he  confidcrs  his  children  bom 
to  perpetual  flaver}* )  yet  how  (ball  we  account  for  the  very 
common  pra&ife,  among  the  free  negroes  in  America,  of 
preferring  to  marry  ^at/^-wenches,  by  which  they  make  aJI 
their  children  ilaves  ?    The  fad  ia  fo  ;  and  the  only  reffq^ 
I  could  leam^or  can  affign,  for  it, is  ''that  they  value  notthdr 
liberty  at  th^  price  of  their  maintenance."   But  poffibly  tl^s 
ma/arife  from  the  long  degradation  of  thdr  minds^  which 
a  more  liberal  treatment  and  enlightening  education  might 
corre&  and  bring-back  to  a  natural  fen&of  parental  duties* 
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THE  PRE-EMINENCiB  AND  DUtT 

OF 

PARLEMENT. 

tVritteninibejfiar  1646^  ty  James  HowilU  Esq^ 


The  following  difcoutfe  on  the  Elngliih  Parliament  is  the 
firft  feftion  of  a  political  tra£b  written  abo^t  the  year  1646, 
by  James  Howell,  Enquire,  an  eminent  writer  of  that  time, 
who  was  attached  to  the  party  of  King  Charles  the  Firft, 
in  the  time  of  that  Great  Civil  War,  andwas  imprisoned  in 
the  Flect-prifon  during  feveral  years  by  order  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, on  account  of  fuch  attachment  to  the  Royal  cause : 
but  after  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  he 
Uras  madeHiftoriographer  royal  to  thatlCing;  and  in  the 
yearr  ^619  he  publiflied  at  London  afmall  volume  in  duO" 
dscifm>i  containing  twelve  fmall  traAs^  relating  to  the  caufes 
of  the  late  civil  wars  and  revolutions  in  England^  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  which  he  had  written  many  years  before 
at  different  times,  in  the  courfe  of  the  faid  Civil  War. 
In  this  volume,  page  343,  Sec.  I  met  with  this  defcription 
of  the  nature  and  powers  of  the  Englifli  Parliament,  which, 
I  thought,  exhibited  fo  juft  and  lively  a  picture  of  theadvan- 
tliges  belonging  to  the  Limited  Monarchy  of  England^  under 
a  king  and  two  houfes  of  Parliament,  that  I  resolved  tq  p|«-' 
fent  it  to  my  readers  in  this  mifcellaneous  colle^lioii  pf 
fmall  trafts  relating  chiefly  to  political  fubjefts. 

P.M. 


I  AM  a  free-born  subje&  of  the  realm  of  England; 
whereby  1  claimj  as  my  native  inheritance,  an  undoubted 
rig^^i  propriety,  and  portion  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land :  and 
this  diftinguiiheth  me  from  a  Jlave.      I    claim    likewife 
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proU&iom  fiotn  my  fovci ain  Pritice ;  who^  as  he  is  my  liege 
Lord;  is  obliged  to  proie&  ms ;  and  I,  beil»g  One  of  his  liege 
people,  am  obliged  to  obitjf  bm,  by  way  of  reciprocation. 
I  claim  alfo  an  intereft  and  common  right  in  the  High 
National  Court  of  Parlement^  and  in  the  power^  the  privi- 
ledge8,'andjurifdi&ioii  thereof,  which  I  put  in  equal  balUnce 
with  the  LawSf  in  regatd  it  is  the  fmntain  whence  tbef/ 
ffring ;  and  this  I  hold  alfo  to  be  A  principal  part  of  my 
Birth  right :  «krhich  Great  Council  I  honour,  refpe&,  value 
and  love  in  as  high  a  degree  ika  can  be,  as  being  the  Ind^ 
work  o/*  tmr  liberties  j  the  mani  boundary  and  bank  whieb  > 
kteft  usfrcmjlavefyj  from  the  inundation  of  tyrontdeal  rule^ 
and  unbounded  will-government*  And  I  hold  myfelf 
obliged  in  a  tye  of  indifpenfable  obedience,  to  conform 
and  fubmit  myfelf  to  whatfoever  (hall  be  iranfaded,  con- 
cluded, and  conftituted  by  its  authority,  in  Church  or  State, 
with  the  Royal  aifent,  whether  it  be  by  making,  enlarging, 
altering,  diminifiiing,  difannulling,  repealing,  or  reviving,  of 
any  law,  ftatute,  aA,  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  either 
tonchiog  matters  ecclefiaftical,  civil,  common,  capital, 
criminal,  itiartial,  maritime,  muOicipal,  or  any  other;  of 
all  which  the  tranfeendent  and  uncontrollable  jurifdi&ion 
of  that  Court  is  capable  to  take  cbgnazanet. 

Amongft  the  three  things  which  the  Athenian  Captain 
thanked  the  gbda  for,  one  was,  that  he  was  bom  a  Grecian, 
and  not  a  Bairbarian  s  (for  fuch  was  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks, . 
and,  after  them,  of  the  Romans  in  theflourifh  of  their  mo- 
diarchy,  as  to  arrogate  all  civility  to  themfelves,  and  to  terme 
all  the  world  befides  Barbarians:)  (o  I  may  fay  that  I  r^oyce, 
that  I  was  born  a  vaflall  to  the  Crown  of  England;  that  I  was 
bora  underfowdl  moulded  and  temperedaGovemment^wbich 
endows  the  fubje£l  with  fuch  Liberties  and  infranchi(emeatf 
that  bear-up  his  natural!  courage,  and  keep  himt  dill  in  heart 
fuch  '  Liberties  that  fimce  and  fecure  him  eternally  from 
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tlfe  gripes  amf  Ulioin  of  T^MnM^s-Aild  dl  thh  imy  be 
inputed  to  the  Authority  ind  wifcdcHiie  of  4hk  High  Coarl 
of  Parlef^gHi,  Mrhertin  there  i»  faeh  a  raie  c6«ordinatio&  of 
power  (though  the  Sweraigtify  remaiil^  iKll  entire,  and 
untransferrabie,  in  the  perfon  of  the  PrihceJ  there  is  foch  a 
wholfom  mixture  'twixt  Monarchy^  Optimacjff  and  IXrmo^ 
craey^  'twixt  Prince,  I'tons,  and  Commonaltyy  during  the 
time  of  confukatiotr,  that  of  fo  many  diftind  parts,  by  a 
rare   co-operation  and  aiianimity,  thty  make  but  one  Bodj^ 
poUiici^  (like  that  (heafe  of  arrows  in  the  Emblem)  one 
eritire  concentricall  peece,  the  King  being  ftill  the  Head^ 
and  the  refbha  of  their  deliberations  but  at  ib-  many  har« 
monious  diapafons  arifing  6rom    diflferent   ftrings.     And 
what  greater  immunity  and   bappineflfe  can  there  be  to  • 
Peeple,  than  to- lie  liable  to  no  Laws  but  what  they  make, 
themfelves:  to  befubjeA  to  no  contribution,  aftdement^ 
or  any  pecuniary  erogations  whatfoever,   but  what  they 
Vbte,  and  voluntarily  yeeld  unto,  themfelves:  ior  in  this 
compacted   poIUici  Body^  there  be  all  degrees  of  people 
repreffrnted;  both  the  Mecbanick,  Tradefman^  Meschant, 
and  YecMnanhave  their  incluftve  Vote,  as  weii  as  theGcutry, 
in  the    persons    of  their   Truftees,    their    Knights    and 
BurgeiTes,  in  paffing  of  ail  things* 

Nor  is  ChisSoveraign  Suriniendgnt  CsiiTici/ ;an  Epitome 
of  this  Kingdom  only,  but  it  may  be  faid  to  have  a  repre* 
fentation  of  the  whole  Uuiverfe ;  as  I  heard  a  fluent,  welk- 
worded,  Knigbi  deliver  the  laft  parriameni^  who  compared 
the  beautifull  compofure  of  that  High  Court  to  the  great 
work  of  Ood,  the  World  itfelf;  the  King  is  as  the  Sun, 
the  Nobles  the  fixed  Stars,  the  Itinerant  Judges  and  other 
Officers  (that  go  upon  Meflages  'twixt  both  houfes)  t»the 
Planets ;  the:  Clergy,  to  the  Element  of  Fire ;  the  Commons, 
t4  the  folid  Bodfi  of  Earsh,  and  the  reft  of  the  Glemenls. 
And,  tdpuifue. this  comparifon  a  litde  farther;  as  thehe»- 
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yenly  Bodies,  when  three  of  them  meet  \\\  donjunQion^  cio 
life  to  produce  fome  admirable  effe^s  in  the  Elementary 
World :  So  wbeii  thefe  three  States  convene  and  aflembic 

•  ^    ,  I 

in  one  folemne  great  lunla^  fome  notable  and  extraordinary 
tilings  4re  brought-fbrth,  tending  to  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  our  iV/iVroc(?/7?itf. 

He  that  is  never  fo  little  verfed  in  the  annals  of  this  Islt, 
will  find  that  it  bath  bin  her  fate  to  be  four  times  conquered, 
I  exclude  the  Scot:  for  the  fituation  of  his  Country,  and  thi!^ 
Quality  of  the  Clime,  hath  been  fuch  an  advantat^e  and 
fecurity  to  him,  that  neither  the  Roman  Eagles  would  fly 
thither  for  fear  of  freezing  their  wings,  nor  ix\y  othct 
Nation  attempt  the  work. 

Thefe,  fo  many,  Conquefts  mud  needs  bring  with  them 
many  tumblings  and  toflings,  many  difturbances  and  chang- 
es in  Government;  yet  I  have  obferved,  that,  iiotwithftand- 
ing  thefe  tumblings,  it  retained  dill  the  forme  of  a  Monarchy  ^ 
and  fomethidg  there  was  always  that  had  an  Analogy  with 
the  great  Aflcmbly  of  parlement. 

The  tirft  Conqueft  I  find  was  made  by  Claudius  Cafar\ 
at  which  time  (as  fome  well  obferve)  the  Roman  Evfignei 
and  the  Standard  of  Cbrift  came-in  together :  It  is  V^eli 
Known  what  Lawes  the  Roman  had ;  He  had  his  ComUia, 
which  bore  a  refemblancc  with  our  Convention  in  parU^ 
mint ;  their  place  of  their  meeting  was  called  ^r^/oritim,  and 
the  Laws  which  they  ena^ed,  Plebi/cita, 

The  Saxon  Conqueft  fucceeded  next,  which  were  the 
Englijbj  there  being  no  name  in  JVel/b  or  Iri/b  for  an 
Engliihman,  but  Saxon,  to  this  day.  Thefe  alfo  governed 
by  Parlement,  though  it  wefe  under  other  names,  as  Michel* 
Sinotb,  Michel  Gsmote,  and  Witena  Gemote,^ 

*  Tlifse  words  mean  the  Grtat  Si/itoJ^  the  Great    Mtrti/ig,    and 
1f*r  M  eating  of  xffite  7n<n .  ' 
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There  are  .Records,  above  a.  tboufand  years  old,  of  tbe(&' 
PqrUments  in  the  Reigns  of  King  Ina,  Offa^  Etbelhert^  and 
the  reft  of  the  feven  Kings  during  the  Heptarchy  *  The 
Briti/b  Kings  alfo,  who-  retained  a  great  while  fome  part 
of  the  Ifle  unconquered,  governed  and  made  Laws  by  a 
kind  of  Parlementary  way;  witnefle  the  famous  I^ws  of 
Prince  Howell^  called  Howell  Dba,  (the  good  Prince 
HowellJ  whereof  there  are  yet  extant  fome  Britifli  Records. 
Parlements  were  alio  ufed  after  the  Heptarchy,  by  King 
Keuulphusy  Alpbred^  and  others :  witneiTe  that  renowned 
Parlement  held  at  Grately  by  King  Athelftan. 

The  thifd'Conqueft  was  by  the  Danes :  and  they  govem'd 
alfo  by  fuch  generall  Aflembliesy  (as  they  do  to  ibis  day) 
witnefle  that  great  and  fo  much  celebrated  Parlement  held 
by  that  mighty  Monarch  Canuius,  who  was  King  of 
Englandy  Denmark^  Norway y  and  other  Regions  150  years 
before  the  compiling  of  Magna  Charta\  and  this  (he 
learned  in  the  Laws  da  hold  to  be  one  of  the  fpecialeft  and 
mod  authentick  peeces  of  antiquity  we  have  extant.  £cf- 
ward  the  Confeflbr  made  all  his  Laws  thus,  (and  he  was 
a  great  Legif-laior,)  which  the  Norman  Conquerour  (jA-ho, 
liking  none  of  his  fons,  made  God^lmighiy  his  heir  by 
bequeathing  unto  him  this  liland  for  a /^j^acy)  did  ratifie 
and  eftablifti,  and  digefied  them  into  one  entire  methodical) 
Syfteme,  which  being  violated  by  Rufus^  (who  came  to 
fuch  a  difaftrous  end  as  to  be  (hot  to  death  in  lieu  of  a 
Buck  for  his  facriledges)  were  re(lor*d  by  Henry  the  firft; 
and  fo  they  continued  in  force  till  King  lohn ;  whofe  Reign 
is  renowned  for  fird  confirming  Magna  charta^  the  founda- 
tion of  our  Liberties  ever  Since;  which  may  be  compared 
to  divers  ouilandi/b  graces  set  upon  one  Engli/bjlock  \  or  t% 
a  pojte  of  fundry  fragrant  fiowers  ;  for  the  choiceft  of  the 
Brili/b,  the  Romany  Saxon,  Dani/b,  and  Norman  Lawes 
l^eing  culi'd  and  pick'd-out  and  gathered,  as  it  were,  into  one 
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bundle^  out  of  them  the  forefaid  Grand  Charier  was  eztra£E- 
ed  ;  and  the  eftabliihment  of  this  great  Charter  was  the  work 
of  a  Parliament. 

Nor  are  the  Lawes  of  this  J^and  only,  and  the  freedome 
of  the  Subject  in  it,  conferved  by  a  Parlement  y  but  all  the 
beft-policed  Countries  of  Europe  have  the  like^    The  Ger- 
manes  have  their  Diets^  the  Danes  and  Swedes  their  Rijcl 
Dacbs ;  the  Spaniard  calls  his  Parlement   las  Cortes ;  and 
the  French  have,  (or  (hould  have,  at  lead)  their  Affemhly  of 
three  States,  though  it  be  growne  now  in  a  manner  obfolete, 
becaufe  the  authority  thereof  was  (by  accident)  devolvM  tOofcbekms 
the  King.    And  very  remarkable  it  is,  how  this  happened ;  ?^^"^'* 
for,  when  the  Engli/b  had  taken  fueh  large  footing  in  moil  impoting 
parts  of  France,  having  advanced  as  far  as  Orleans  andtabjects  m 
driven  their  then  King  Charles  the  feventh,  to  Bourges  in  {hU'wcof 
Berry,  the  AJfembly  of  the  three  States  in  thefe  preflures,  J^™J^'  ^^ 
being  not  able  to  meet  after  the  ufual  manner  in  full  Ear'^eooMent  of 
lement  becaufe  the  Countrey  was  unpaflable,  the  Enemy  sutesof  the 
having  made  fuch  firme  invaiions  up  and  down  through  ^^^[i^^ 
the  very  bowels  of  the  Kingdom;  that  power  which  for- or  G«nti7» 
merly    was  inherent  in  the  Parlementary  AJfembly,  of  Third  Es- 
making  Laws,  of  afleflTmg  the  Subjed  with  taxes,  fubfidiary  commoo- 
levies,  and  other  impofitions,  was  tranfmitted  to  the  King  ^^^ 
during  the  war;  which  continuing  many  years,  thatentruft* 
ed  power  by  length  of  time  grew,  as  it  were,  habitual  in  him, 
and  could  never  after  be  re-aflumed  and  taken  from  him ; 
fo  that  ever  fince,  his  EdiBs  countervaile  A3s  of  Parle- 
ment.    And  that  which  made  the  bufinefle  more  feafable 
for  the  King,  was^  that  the  burthen  fell  moil  upon  the 
Commxtnalty;  the  Clergy  and  Nobility    not  feeling   the 
weight  of  it,  and  being  willing  to  fee  the  peasan  pulPd- 
down  a  little,  becaufe,  not  many  years  before,  in  that  nota* 
ble  Rebellion,  call'd  la  Jaquerie  de  Beauvoifin,  which  was 
fupprefied  by   Charles  the  wife,  the   Common  people  put 
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themselves  boldly  in  Arms  againft  the  Nobility  and  Gentry, 
to  leflen  their  power.  Adde  hereunto,  as  an  advantage  to 
the  work,  that  the  next  fucceeding  King,  Lewis  the  eieventb^ 
was  aclofe,  cunning, Prince,  at>d  could  well  tell  how  to  play 
his  game^  and  draw  water  to  his  ov/n  mill ;  For,  amongft 
all  the  reft,  be  was  faid  to  be  the  firft  that  hut  the  Kings  of 
France,  Hors  dipagey  out  of  their  minority,  or  from  being 
Pages  any  more,  though  thereby  he  brought  the  poor  pea- 
fans  to  be  worfe  than  Lacquays^  and  they  may  thank  tbem* 
selves  for  it. 

Neverthelefle,  as  that  King  hath  an  advantage  hereby 
one  way,  to  Monarcbize  more  abfolutely,  and  never  to 
want  money,  but  to  ballajl  bispurfe  when  he  will  j  fo  there 
is  another  mighty  inconvenience  afifeth  to  him  and  his 
whole  Kingdom  another  way  \  for  this  peeling  of  the  Pea- 
fan  hath  fo  dejeded  him,  and  cowed  his  native  courage  fo 
much  by  the  fenfe  6f  poverty  (whicb  brings  along  with  it  a 
narrowmjfe  of  foul)  that  he  is  little  ufeful  for  the  war : 
which  puts  the  French  King  to  make  other  Nations  mer- 
cenary to  him,  to  fill-up  his  Infantery :  Infomuch,  that  the 
Kingdom  oi  France  may  be  not  unfitly  compared  to  a  body 
that  hath  all  it's  bloud  drawn-up  into  the  arms,  breaft,  and 
back,  and  fcarce  any  left  from  the  girdle  downwards,  to 
cherirti  and  bear- up  the  lower  parts,  and  keep  them  from 
ftarving. 

All  this  ferioufly  cohfldered,  there  camibt  be  a  more  pro* 
per  and  pregnant  example  than  this  of  our  next  Neigbhours 
to  prove  how  infintlely  neceffary  the  Parlement  is  to  aflfert, 
to  prop-up,  and  preferve,  the  publick  liberty,  and  national 
rights  of  a  people,  with  the  incolumity  and  welfare  of  a 
Countrey. 

*  Nor  doth  the  SuljeS  only  reap  penefit  thus  by  Parlement, 
but  the  Prince^  (if  it  be  well  confider'd)  hath  equal  advan- 
tage  thereby.     It   rendreth   him  a  King  of  ^##  and  able 
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men  f  whioh  U  far  inoce  gferious  than  to  be  a  King  of  Cdmfn 
^f^f  ^^g^^h  ^^  BxmiruplB  f  Mt:n  tbat^  by  (heir  ffcedom 
and  q«fll»peu«cy  of  tv^ltb»  are  kept  :(li|l  in  heart  toidp  )ii«» 
femice  ag«iaft  any  F^rmn  forces .  And  Uis «  true  maainir  io 
all  SkiakfBf  that  His  kffe  danger  and  dUhooQUr  for  Ih^  Prince: 
to  be  poor,  thanrhis  peoples  Bieb  Sgbjidds  C4u  make  tt^ir 
King  rkb  when  xhi^y  pleafe  ;  if  be  gain  their  bf^ta^  hf^ 
will  (quieUy  gel  ibeir  purfea.  Parkm^i  ^ncrea(eth.  feye> 
and  good :  ialeDigenca  'iwixt  tiun  and  bit  people :  ii 
aocpiaints  him  wiib  the  reaflity  of  tbioga,  aiid  with  Uie  true 
ftate  and  dificafe'a  of  his  lUngdom ;  it  brings  hipa  to  thr 
knowledge  of  Ua  better  fortofSiibjeftsjand  of  their  abili- 
tiea^  wbieb  be  may  employ  aceordin^y  upon  all  o€ca$ona  > 
It  provides  for  bis  Royal  ifllie^  pays  bis  debts^  finds  a9«an» 
to  &l  bia  Co0erj|  and  it  is  no  ill  obfervationi  that  park-* 
menumeoeya  (the  great  Aid)  have  prorpored  held  with  the 
Kiings  of  England :  It  exceedingly  raifetb  his  repute 
abroad^  and  enableth  him  to  keep  his^tf  in  fear,  iUSuim- 
jsffs  in  OfWe,  hii  N^gbicurs  and  Co^0dimUs  in  /^curUy^^ 
the  three  main  things  which  go  to  aggrai\di^«  a  Prince, 
and  render  bim  glorious.  In  fummtf*  it  is  the  Purliment 
that  lUpportSy  and  bears,  up  the  honour  of  hia  Crown,  and 
fettles  \m  throne  in  fafety  \  which  ia  the  (;hief  end  of  alt 
their  confultatione :  for  whofeeyer  is  entrufted  to  be  a 
Member  of  this  High  Courts  carryelJb  with  him  a  double 
capaei^ ;  be  fita  there  as  a  Faimig  and  as  a  Suhje^ :  as  he 
ia  one*  the  Qountty  is  his  object,  his  duty  being  to  vindicate 
tbe  publick  liberty,  to  make  wholefome  Lawes;  to  put  hia 
hand  to  tbe  punspi  and  .flop  the  leaks  of  the  great  ve&l  ql 
the  $tate  |  to  pry  intp»  and  puniibi  corruption  and  oppref- 
fion  j  to  improve  and  advance  trade;  to  have  the  grievances 
of  the  plofs  hefervQS-for  redreiftd,  and  to  caft*about  how  to 
find  fqmetbing  tbat  may  tendto  the  advantage  of  it. 
JBiit  he  mnfi;  not  foiget  that  he  fits  there  alfo  as  a  Suhj0&  -^ 

and 
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and  according  to  that  capacity,  he  mnft  apply  himfelf  to  do 
hit  Sov^raigti^s  bufineflfe,  to  providC)  not  only  for  his  fublieif 
hot  his  ferfimml,  wants  ;  to  bear-up  the  lifftre  and  glory  of 
his  Qmri ;  to  confider  what  occafionsof  extraordinary  ex- 
penres  he  may  have,  by  encreafe  of  Royal  iflue,  or  mainte- 
nance of  any  of  them  abroad  ;  to  enable  him  to  vindicate 
any  aflront,  or  indignity,  that  might  be  offered  to  his  perlbn^ 
Crown,  or  dignity,  by  any  /oirain  State  or  Kingdom,  or 
iniiftine  Rebellion ;  to  confult  what  may  enlarge  his  bonour^ 
ctmienimentf  and  fUasun.  And  as  the  French  Taeiius 
{ComnesJ  hath  it,  the  Engliih  Nation  was  ufed  to  be  more 
forward  and  zealous  in  this  particular  than  any  other; 
accordtngtothat  ancient,  eloquent,  fpeech  of  a  great  Lawyer ^ 
Domum  R$gis  vigilia  defendit  ^mnium^  otium  ilUus  labor 
omnium^  delicice  illius  indufiria  omriium^  ifacaiio  ittnss 
oecfupaiio  omnium^  falus  illius  periculum  tmnmmy  humor 
Uliui  ohfe3um  ommufn.  Every  one  (hould  ftand  Centiuell 
to  defend  the  King's  boufe,  his  safety  (hould  be  the  danger 
of  all,  his^/^ii5irrM  the  fW»/}r>'of  all,  his  eafe  (hould  be 
the  lalmtf  of  all,  his  honmr  the  6bje&  of  all. 

Out  of  thefe  premises  this  concluiion  may  be  eafily  de^, 
duced,  that,  the  principall  fountain  whence  the  King  derives 
bis  happiness  and  safety y  is  bis  parlement  i  it  is  that  great 
Conduit-pipe  which  conveighes  unto  him  his  people's 
bounty  and  gratitude ;  the  trueft  Looking-glaffe  wherein 
he  difcemes  their  loves;  (now,  the  Subje&s  lave  both  been  aU 
ways  accounted  tht  prime  Cittadell  of  a  Prince  J  In  hisPor- 
lement  he  appears  as  the  Sun  in  theMeridian,  in  the  altitude 
of  his  glory,  in  his  higbe/i  State  Royal,  as  the  Law  tells  us« 
Therefore  whofoever  is  averfe  ordifaffeAed  to  hisSoveraign 
Law-making  Court,  cannot  have  his  heart  well- planted 
within  him  ;  he  can  be  neither  a  good  Subject,  nor  a  good 
patriot,  and  therefore  is  unworthy  to  breath  Engli(h  air, 
or  have  any  benefit,  advantage,  or  prote&ion  from  the  Lawa^ 
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A  MEMORIAL 


raUkMllDTO 


QU{:EN  ELIZABETH, 

AGAINSr  WiR  MAJESTY'S  BEING  ENGROSS'D  BY  ANY 

PARTICULAR    FAVOURITE. 


mUtea  by  WtLUAM  CECIL,    Lard  MurUgk,  tkt*  Lord 

High  Treasurer  qf  Englamf' 


May  it  piemfg  your  Majg/fyy 

Full  of  Aflurance,  that  my  unfeigned  Zeal  for  your 

Majefty's  Intereft  and  Servics,  will  be  evident  in  what  I 

humbly  prefume  to  Remonjhate  to  Your  Majefty  $   I  shall 

Venture  to  speak  my  mind  with  a  Freedom  worthy  tbe  noUe 

End  and  Aim  of  my  Design.    When  any  Man^  that  is 

as  ambitious  as  myfelf  of  engaging  your  Majesty's  good 

Opinion  of  my  Anions,  and  your  Favour  on  my  Endea- 

▼oursy   {hall  attempt  to  plead  againft  any  Particulates  en* 

grojfing  your  Royal  Ear,  he  cannot  well  be  fufpeded  of 

direding  his  Difcourfe  and  Sollicitations  on  that  Head  to 

any  private  Intereft  and  Advantage :   Since,  by  advancing 

the  contrary  Pofition,  he  might  hope  perhap?,  in  time,  and 

hi  his  turn,  by  the  force  of  Induftry  and  Afflication,  to  en* 

joy  the  Benefit  of  it. 

>   Secure 
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Securei  therefore,  in  my  Zeal  for  the  Welfare  of  my 
Prince  and  my  Country,  I  (hall  venture  to  appeal  to  your 
Majefty's  Knowledge  of  Hiftory,  whether  it  aflford  any  one 
Inftance  of  that  Nature,  which  has  not  been,  or  was  very 
liktly  to  be»  oi fatal  Confequence  to  the  'Prince  or  the  people^ 
or  both,  I  will  not  iniift  on  Sejanus,  or  any  other  of  the 
Roman  Minions^  to  whofe  Ambition  or  Avarice,  when  the 
Nobility  had  fallen  in  Numbers,  and  the  people  felt  the 
Rage  of  their  exorbitant  PaffionSy  unlattsfy'd  with  what 
they  pofiefs*d,  they  have  aim'd  at  the  Life  and  Throne  of 
the  Prince  that  raifed  them.  Tb^  Reason  of  which  is  plain; 
becaufe,  having  only  them/elves  and  their  own  private  Ad- 
vantage in  view,  they  make  ufe  of  the  Prince  only  as  the 
means  of  their  own  Grandeur,  without  any  regard  to  his 
redi  Service,  or  the  PuUick  Oood,  ligainfii?  which  it  i»  im- 
poffible  to  do  the  Princea. 

A  King,  by  his  Royal  Office,  is  the  Father  of  his  Country; 
whofe  Eye  ought  to  watch  over  the  Good  of  all  and  every 
one  of  his  SubjeAs,  in  the  jujl  execution  of  the  Laws,  and 
the  impartial  dijpenfation  of  Prerogative ;  siti  tLedreJfmg  of 
Grievances,  Rewarding  Fierlue^  Puni/bing  Vice^  Encourage 
ing  Induflryj  aqd  the  iikca  But  Primes,  though  the  Viu- 
gerents  of  Heaven,  b^ing  not  endued  wit(i  Omnifwftce,  can 
OfiJy  know  tbefe  Grifvancess  Virtues,  Vices  f  Induftty^  &c. 
pf  the  Peo^,  and  tbeir  several  Blxigencies,  by  theEryes 
and  Information  of  others ;  qpr  cap  this  be  done  by  truft- 
ii^  to  any  om  pariictdar  Favourite,  who  baying  no  more, 
nor  larger.  Qualifications  than  his  Prince,  can  have  no 
other  means  of  informing  him  aright,  than  what  his  Prince 
ha0  without  bim*  Nay,  it  may  very  well  be  faid^  that 
be  bM  not  any  meaQs  fo  sure  and  i^alliile ;  for  the  Prince, 
if  be<M)nfttIt  his  Great  Coumiis,  and  only  adhere  to  tbeir 
.PubficA  DecifUns,  eanool  mife  of  knowing  all  that  is  ne- 
ce0ary   to  be  known  for  his  own  Glory,  and  bis  people* s 

Good} 
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Good*,  which  are  in/iparable:  hvLi  ihe  Favcuriu,  haviqg^ 
private  Defigns  to  carry«on^  receives  his  Infbrmatioa  from 
thofe,  who  muft  reprefent  things  to  him  as  he  would  have 
thenij  by  that  me^ns  to  ivake  their  Court,  and  fecure  that 
Succefs  to  their  Wifhes^  for  which  they  daily  pay  the  Ador- 
ation of  (o  much  flattery.  But,  if,  by  the  wonderful  Per^. 
fpicuity  and  Application  of  the  FavouriU^  he  diQuld  attain: 
a  trm  knowledg<  of  the  fiate  of  things )  of  the  lodina^tions^ 
atid  Defiresof  the  people;  it  is  Forty  to  One,  that,  thefe 
cla(hing  wilh  his  frhaU  Aims,  he  gives  them  another  F^cc 
to  the  Prince,  a  turn  more  agreeable  to  bisfeparate  lnter$fi^ 
though  equally  de(lru£iive  of  his  Mafter^s  and  Country^s 
Good* 

The  only  way,  therefore,  for  a  Prince  to  govern  wttb 
fatisfa^ion  to  his  own  Confcience  is  to  be  the  Common  Fa* 
ther  o/'all  bisCottntrjj  to  bear  the  advice  o/all  bis  councillors^^ 
and  to  bave  an  i^en  Ear  to  all  tbe  Grievances  andnecejffities  ^ 
all  bis  Pifple.  Which  can  never  be  done  while  any  One 
Man  has  the  luck  to  poiTefs  the  Royal  Favour  fo  far  as  to 
make  his  Advice  an  over-balance  to  tbe  wbole  Na^i^n. 
They  gain  by  that  means  a  Power,  which  they  extreamly 
feidom,  if  ever,  ufe  for  the  People's  or  Princess  Advantage^ 
but  moft  commonly,  if  not  always,  to  the  deftru&ion  of 
both.  There  are  Exi^ples  enough  of  this  to  alarm  aay 
IVife  apd  Politick  Prince.  The  Mayors,  of  the  Palaqe  m 
France^  at  laft  poffefTed  the  Throne.  And  Domfijiifk  In- 
Jlances  might  be  given  of  thofe,  who,  by  their  excej/ive 
Power,  have,  if  not  tbemfelves.  poffcfl^d,  yet  deprived  and 
fei  wbom  tbey  pleas' d  on  tbe  Throne. 

But,  omitting  what  your  Majefty  knows  extreamly  w«U^ 
I  (hall  only  give  you  a  view  of  a  great  Favourite  in  the 
Reign  of  your  Royal  Fatber ;  a  true  Profpe6l  of  whofe 
Pra£tices  and  Ambition,  may  warn  your  Majefty  againft 
all  thofe,  who  wou'd  engrofs  not  only  your  Majefty's  Ear^ 

but 
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but  all  the  Gifts  and  Places  your  Majejly  can  bestow ;  fo  to 
be,  if  not  in  Name,  yet  in  Effeff  Kings  of  your  People. 
I  mean  Cardinal  Wolfey^  whofe  Fame  has  been  pretended 
to  be  vindicated  by  a  Domeftick  of  his,  in  the  Days  of  the 
late  Queen.  And,  tho'  I  (hall  not  deny  his  admirable 
Qualifications  and  Parts ;  or  his  Juftice  in  many  Particu- 
lars ;  yet  I  (hall  (hew,  that  the  ills  he  did,  were  much 
more  prejudicial  to  the  King  and  People^  than  the  Good 
he  did  was  beneficial  to  them. 

Whatever  he  did,  as  Cbantellor^  (allowing  his  Decrees 
to  have  been  all  EquUable  And  Jujlf)  will  not  be  fufiicient  to 
deftroy  my  Aflertion;  fince  that  only  reach'd/bm#  ParticU" 
lars,  who  had  Caufes  depending  before  him ;  but  the  many 
Exorbiiances  of  his  Adminiftration,  fpread  to  the  wbole  Peo^ 
pie ;  as  will  appear  from  thofe  few  Inftances  which  I  (hall 
give,  by  which  he  put  the  King  on  the  moft  illegal  Attempts 
to  repleni(h  that  Elxchequer,  which  bis  Ambiiion  and  Pridty 
more  than  any  Profufion,  or  £xpences,  of  the  King,  had 
exhausted. 

The  Reafon  of  this  A(rertion  will  be  plain,  if  your  Ma« 
jefty  will  refled  on  the  more  than  Royal  Retinue^  which 
(tho*  a  Subje£t  of  the  Unuest  and  most  plebeian  Rife,)  he 
matntain'd.  For,  not  to  wafte  yourMajefty's  important 
Hours  with  a  long  Catalogue  of  the  Particulars,  he  had  in 
his  Family,  One  Earl,  nine  Barom,  and  Knights,  Gentle- 
men, and  inferior  0(Ecers,  about  One  Thoufand.  For  the 
Maintenance  of  whom  he  was  once  pottch'd  of  the  Almo^ 
ner/bipf  the  Bi(hopricks  of  Toumayf  Lincoln  and  Yori^  and 
Durbam,  St.  Albans  in  Commendam,  the  Bi(boprick  of 
Wincbestetj  in  exchange  for  that  of  Durbam,  the  Revenues 
of  thofe  of  BatAf  Worcester  and  Hereford,  was  Lord 
Cbancellor  of  England,  and  had  the  difpofal  of  all 
Places  of  Trujt  and  Profit,  and  fingly  and  alone  dispatched 
all  Publick  Negotiations. 

But 
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But  the  maintenance  of  fo  numerous  a  Dependance,  was 
not  perhaps  the  Moyeiy  of  his  Expences;  he  had  long 
entertain'd  an  Ambition  to  be  Pope,  And  he  was  too  wife 
to  attempt  any  thing  in  the  Conclave,  or  Court  of  Rome,  by 
means  of  which  he  couM  have  no  hopes  of  Succefs.  Mo^ 
sisy  has  always  been  the  only  Argument  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  Papal  EleStions^  or  in  the  particular  Interefts 
that  the  Princes  in  Obedience  of  that  See  form  for  them- 
lelves  or  Favourites.  The  Cardinal  therefore  muft  be  at  an 
cxpence  proportionable  to  the  vehemence  of  his  Defires: 
Which  having  no  Bounds ;  his  Largefles,  to  obtain  that 
End,  cou'd  be  bounded  by  nothing  but  the  Abilities  of 
the  K  ing  and  Kingdom,  the  Treasure  of  which  ivas  wholly 
at  his  Command. 

This  was  the  Reafon,  that  prevail'd  with  him  to  engage 
the  King,  his  Mafler,  to  lend  Sums  of  Money  to  the  £m<- 
peror,  whofe  Poverty  was  fo  well  known  that  he  cou'd 
have  no  Profpeflt  of  ever  havmg  them  Rq)ay*d.  'Tis  true, 
the  Emperor  and  the  Court  of  Rome  were  not  fair  Chap- 
men, but  received  his  Money,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in« 
ftead  of  promoting,  obftru£led  all  his  Aims  at  the  Tripple- 
crown.  Thefc  incident  Charges,  join'd  with  the  conjtant 
Expences  of  fo  numerous  a  Retinue,  occaGon'd  perpetual 
and  large  Difburfements ;  and  these  put  him  on  extraor" 
dinary  Ways  and  Means  of  providing  a  Fund  for  their 
Continuance* 

To  this  end  he  grants  Commifllions,  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  England^  which  obligM  every  Man,  on  Oatb^  to 
deliver  the  true  Value  and  Eftimate  oF  his  Eftatc,  and  to 
pay  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  for  evety  Fifty  Pounds 
and  upwards.  This  was  fo  heavy  and  fevere  a  Tax, 
that  it's  being  Authoriz'd  by  Parliament  wou'd  not  have 
freed  it  from  the  Imputation  of  an  Opprejfion  of  the 
SubjeQ :    But  to  be  done  by  the  private  Authority  of  a 

Y  Subjvil 
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Subje£lf  is  what  waats  a  Name.  And  that  it  was  fo, 
notwithfianding  the  Great  Seal  was  affix'd  tp  the  Commifr 
fions,  is  plain,  from  his  Majefty's  difowning  the  Matter, 
as  fuch  a  Violation .  of  the  Pundamfntal  Rights  of  tbg  Peor 
ple^  and  a  total  dijfolution  of  Magna  Cbarta,  that  do  wifp 
King  of  England  cou'd  be  guilty  of.  A  juft  confideratioh 
of  this,  made  the  King  dcplarc,  That,  thcr  bis  NeceffUUs 
were  great,  yet  he  fbou^d  never  think  them  great  enough  to 
make  bim  attempt  tlie  raifing  Money  by  any  hut  tbe  Legal 
V^^>  of  the  People's  consent  in  Parliament, 

Tho'  the  King  had  made  this  Declaration,  and  the 
Cardinal  found  h\s  frft  illegal  Project  defeated  j  yet,  fincfe 
Money  was  to  be  had,  or  his  Defigns  fall  to  the  Ground, 
he  once  more  trys  one  as  little  agreeable  to  LawJttiS  the 
former,  tho'  not  fo  odious  and  unfroper.  He  therefore 
puts  the  King  on  defiring  a  Benevolence  of  the  People 
without  an  ^ct  of  Parliament.  And  the  Commiflion^r^ 
(who  were  the  Cardinal's  Creatures,  and  employ'd  by  hipi) 
exacted  this  Money  ^  not  as  a  free  QifU  ^^^  ^^  if  due  by  Law. 
But  in  this  he  was  exactly  djfappoiuted,  iho'  at  the  Ex* 
pence  of  bis  Majter's  Reputation ;  for  the  People,  pleaded, 
a  Statute  of  Richard  III.  and  ohjlinately  refused  to  pay  it. 

But,  Madam,  I  muft  rcmernber  to  whom  it  is  that  I  am 
fpeaking;  to  ope  of  the  Wifeft  and  Bed  of  Princes,  as 
l)eiijg  entirely  free  from  all  vicious  Inclinations  \  and  of  too 
good  Jiulgment  to  be  inpos'd-on,  by  \ht fairest  appear anc^ 
pf  Firiue,  fo  far  as  to  lofe  the  jufter  Confiderations  of 
I'ublick  good  in  the  fliining  Qualities  of  any  particular z 
Under  you,  Madapt,  we  find  that  Saying  true.  How  happy  if 
the  Kingdom  [^that  /.v]  govern  d  by  a  Pbilofopber  !  We  feel 
the  Hlellin^i,  and  every  Day  experience  the  Manna  of  your 
Kcign,  And,  bow  indulgent  foever  your  Majefty  may  be 
thought  to  the  eminent  Excellencies  of  fome,  yet  I  have  no 
manner  of  Fear,  that  they  will  ever  be  able   to  expfl  your 
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Majesty s  Affections  fropi  all  your  other  Subjects^  or  make 
you  ever  deviate  to  a  Particularity  in  their  Favour^  against 
ibe  Good  and  univerfal  Cries  of  your  People. 

This  Noble  Temper  in  your  Majefty  it  is  that  fecyres  me 
againft  nil  Fears  from  this  Freedom,  which  I  have  taken ; 
fince  you  will  eafily  fee  a  Publici  Spirit,  void  of  all  private 
iAisns,  ihine  through  the  wbole^  I  have  Uierefore  only  to  add 
my  ardent  Wifhes  for  the  profperous  and  long  Reign  of 
your  Majesty  over  a  People  that  arefenjible  of  the  Bleffing 
tubM  Providence  bos  be/lowed  on  them  in  their  gracious 
^ueen» 

•[This  memorial  is  rt-printed  from  pages  gg»  loo,-^-— 1 1 1 ,  of  a  verf  small 
volume  of  political  tracts,  called  7he  Cabala,  or  M^sterits  of  Staff, 
published  at  London  in  the  year  1715.] 
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A  LI.  Cfficerf  of  State  and  Counfellors  of  PriRceSt  have 
a  prefcribed  Authority,  either  by  Patent,  by  Oath,  or  by 
Cuflom ;  the  Secretaries  Place  only  excepted  :  but  to  them 
there  is  allowed  a  Liberty  to  Negotiate  at  Discretion,  both 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  with  Friends  and  with  Enemies,  in 
all  Matters  of  Enquii'y  to  gain  Intelligence. 

All  the  Servants  of  Princes  deal  upon  (Grange  and  cau* 
tious  Authority  and  Warrants  for  it :  as  in  Disburfements 
and  Receiving  of  Money  by  Treafufers,  Receivers,  &c. 
Which  is  done  by  fufficient  Warrant ;  and  in  Conference 
with  Enemies,  as  Generals  by  Commiflions ;  in  executing 
of  all  Offices,  as  Officers  by  their  Patents ;  and  fo  in 
whatever  elfc:  Only  a  Secretary  hath  no  Warrant  or 
Commiffion,  in  matters  of  his  own  grcateft  Danger,  but 
muft  rely  upon  the  Word  and  Integrity  of  his  Sovereign. 

For  fuch  is  the  Multiplicity  of  Occafions,  and  the  va- 
riable Motions  and  Intentions  of  Foreign  Princes,  and  their 
daily  Praftices  in  fo  many  parts  and  places,  that  Secreta- 
ries can  never  have  any  CommiflSon  fo  Large  and  Univer- 
fal  as  to  afliire  them.  So  that  a  Secretary  muft  either 
conceive,  or  dive  into,  the  Thoughts  of  a  King  (whic  h  is 
only  the   Prerogative  of  God  Almighty)  or  elfc  a  King 
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tkiuft  either  exerclfe  the  Painful  Office  of  a  Secretary  hini« 
felf  (which  is  contrary  to  Majefty  and  Liberty)  or  chufo 
fuch  a  Secretary  that  he  may  repofe  his  confidence  in; 
and  the  Secretary's  Life  muft  be  in  Trilft  with  the  Prince  t 
for  he  cannot  deal  with  Princes  tafUjuartt  Inimlcumfuturumi 
and  therefore  all  the  Security  he  has  is  that  bii  Sovereign 
vrill  be  Semper  Idem4 

All  foreign  Princes  hate  another  Prinee's  Seoretary^  as 

well  as  all  Ambitious  Afpirers  and  Confpirators }  becaufe 

for  the  mofl  part  they  either  Kill  thofe  Monfters*  in  thatr 

rCradleSy  or  track  them  to  a  discovery,  where  no  otbtr  Per* 

fon  could  find  the  Print  of  theif  Feet. 

Military  Perfons  alfo  hate  them }  unlefs  ibey  ferve  tbcna 
on  all  occafions^  tho'  never  fo  prejudicial  to  the  Interefis 
of  their  Mailers* 

All  Perfons  in  Offices  and  Flad^s  of  Tn*ft  fniligii  llMm» 
unlefs-  ihey  wink  at  their  Frauds  and  Cbtating  the  JLtUg : 
All  their  fellow-Counfellors  envy  thera^  bedaiife  they  f<2e 
and  do  mod  :  have  freed  accefs  to  theif  Sovereign  )  and  oa 
all  Occafions  that  the  Prince  has  to  eD4uire  into  ofiferic^, 
to  Deny,  Prefer^  or  Punifb,  none  are  so  mt^h  employ'dj 
or  bear  the  Burden  fo  tuuch^  as  \kt  Secretaries^ 

Kings  are  advifed  to  obferre  Three  thing»  e^ednHy  tti 
a  Secretary^  !•  That  be  be  created  by  hitnfdf^  and  be  of 
bis  own  Raifing  and  Preferring.  ^«  That  ko  n)atob  ncH 
in  a  Family  that  is  accounted  f^a£tioo9.  9.  Thai  he  bUd 
a  reafonable  Capacity,  and  convenient  Ability  both  of 
Friends  and  Eftate  j  that,  by  the  firfi,  he  may  be  able  to  go 
to  the  depth  of  what  is  coinmitted  to  his  Charge^  being 
brought*-up,  as  it  were,  in  his  own  Condition :  That^ 
by  the  fecond,  he  might  not  be  led'^way  with  any  vain  or 
idle  conceity  to  wrong  his  priiicet  or  abufe  the  TruQ  com# 
mitted  to  hitn :    And  by  the  laft^  That  be  may  be  able 

to 
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to  ferve  his  Majefty  without  wronging  aA'y  Man  out  df  2 
Covetous  Principle. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  Secretary  had  need  ferve  a  Prince 
that  is  conftant  to  his  own  Orders,  and  fteady  in  his  Com- 
mands ;  otherwife  he  is  in  a  dreadful  Condition :  for  he 
that  lives  by  being  trufted,  ought  to  ferve  faithfully ;  and 
he  that  is  content  to  live  at  Mercy,  ought  to  be  careful  in 
charging*  his  Mafter  that  he  be  juft,  and  de  bona  Naturd, 

Whilft  Matters  of  State  are  debated  only  between  tire 
Prince  and  his  Secretary,  thofe  Counfels  are  like  the  mu- 
tual affedions  of  two  Lovers,  Undifcovered  to  their  Friends  : 
When  they  come  to  be  difputed  in  Council,  they  are  like 
afring  consent  pf  Parents  and  adjufting  Portion  and  Settle- 
ment: and  the  Agreement  of  the  Council  is  like  the 
Solemnization  of  the  Marriage. 

Now,  if  there  be  a  Secretary,  whofe  Eftate  can  Wit- 
nefs  he  has  not  ferved  for  Profit ;  that  he  has  preferred  (ht 
Honour  and  Safety  of  his  Mader,  ^and  defpifed  his  own 
advantage  5  and,  after  all  this,  he  finds  his  Fidelity  and 
Diligence  cannot  fecure  him  againft  the  Clandeftine  Infinii- 
ations  and  Slanders  of  his  Malicious  Enemies  :  Tis  time 
to  refign  hitf  Plaee.  For,  as,  if  he  had  not  been  fit  to  be 
Trufted,  be  was  unworthy  of  his  Life,  fo  his  keeping  his 
ofllice  after  fuch  an  Aflurance,  {hews  he  is  weary  of  it: 
for  the  first  Day  of  a  Secretary's  being  fufpede'd,  is  the 
Birth-day  of  his  Mifery ;  for  at  the  fame  Moment  he  is 
Tryed,  Judged  and  Condemned. 

*  Or,  perhaps,  chusing. 
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CiONSIDERATIONS. 

ON  TRB 
UXPEDIEKCY  OF  PROCURING  AN  ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT  FOR  Tl!E 

SETTLEMENT 

or  THE 

PROVINCE  OF  QUEBEC. 


By  FRANCIS  MASERES,  Esq. 

Xhcn  Uiel/  appointed  hit  Majesty*i  iUtorney-General  for  the  ProTlnce  of  Qnebec,  ia 

}foflfa-AiBaica> 

London,  printed  in  April,  17§6. 


The  difficulties  that  havearifen  in  the  government  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  and  which  are  likely  Hill  to 
occur  in  it^  nbtwithftanding  the  bed  intentions  of  thofe 
who  are  intruded  by  His  Majefiy  with  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  affairs  there,  are  fo  many  and  fo  creat  that  the 
Officers,  whom  His  Majefty  has  been  pteafed  of  late 
to  nominate  to  the  principal  departments  in  that  Go- 
vernment,*  cannot  look  upon  them  without  thegreateft 
uneaflnefs  and  appreheniion^  and  defpair  of  being  able 
to  overcome  them  without  the  affiftance  of  an  a&  of 
Parliament  to  ground  and  jiiftify  their  proceedings- 
Two  nations  ar»  to  be  kept  in  peace  and  harmony^  and 

moulded 

*  Lieutenant-G^^neral  Guif  CarUon,  (vrhn  has  been  since 
treated  a  Peer  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  df  Lord  Dorchester) 
was  appointed  Lieatenant-Governour  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
at  this  time,  and  William  He v,  Esq.  Barrister-at*Law,  was  ap' 
pointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  f  royincc, 
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tnonlded^  as  it  wtre,  into  onc^  that  are  4t  prefent  of 
oppofite  religions^  ignorant  of  each  other's  language^ 
and  inclined  in  their  afiections  to  different  fyfiems  of 
laws.    The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  hitherto  either 
French  from  old  France^  or  native  Canadians^  that 
fpeak  only  the  French language,  being,  as  it  is  thought, 
about  ninety  thoufand  fouls,  or,  as  the  French  reprefent 
it  in  their  Memorial,  ten  thoufand  heads  of  families, 
llie  reft  of  the  inhabitants  arc  natives  of  Great  Britaia 
or  Ireland,  or  of  the  Britiih  dominions  in  North-Ame* 
rica,  and  are  at  prefent  only  about  fix  hundred  fouls  ; 
but,  if  the  provincie  is  governed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  fatisfaftion  to  the  inhabitants,  will  probably  every 
day  increafe  in  number  by  the  acceffion  of  new  fettlers 
for  the  fake  of  trade  and  planting,  fo  that  in  time  they 
may.  equal,  or  exceed,  the  number  of  the  French.  The 
French  are  almoft  uniformly  Roman^atholics ;  there 
were  only  three  Proteftant  families  among  then)  at  the  . 
time  of  the  conqueft  of  the  province;  and  probably 
that  number  is  not  much  increafed  among  them^  as  no* 
endeavours  have  been  ufed  for  their  converfion.    But, 
what  is  more  tu  be  lamented,  is  that  they  are  violently 
bigotted  to  the  Popifh  religion,  and  look  upon  all  Pro- 
teftantswith  an  eye  of  detefiation.    This  unhappy  cir- 
cumQance  has  been,  and  is  ftiTI  likely  to  be,  a  ground 
of  enmity  and  difunion  between  the  old  and  new  inha- 
bitants!   The  French  infiS,  not  only  upon  a  toleration 
of  their  public  worihip,  but  on  a  ffaare  in  the  admini- 
stration of  juflice,  as  jurj^-men  and  juftices  of  the  peace 
and  the  like,  and  on  a  right,  in   common  with  the 
£ngli(h,  of  being  appointed  to  all  the  offices  of  the 
government*    The  Englifh, ,  on  the  contrary,  affirm^ 
that  the  laws  of  England  made  againft  the  Papifts  ought 
to  be  in  force  there,  and  eonfec|uently  that  tb«  native 

Canadians, 


32» 

Canadians,  \valtU  they  think  proper  to  turn  ProtefiaatSy 
ought  to  be  excluded  from  all  thofe  offices  and  various 
branches  of  power :  and  in  fome  degree  they  feem  to  be 
fupported  in  this  opinion  by  a  part  of  the  Governor's 
Commiffion ;  I  mean  that  part  which  enables  him  to 
call  aad  conftitutea  general  aflembly  of  the  freeholders 
aad  planters  of  the  province;  for  it  is  there  expretsly 
provided,  that  no  perfon  ele&ed  to  ferve  in  fuch  an  af- 
fembly  (hall  £t  and  vote  there  till  he  h  as  fubferibed  the 
declaratioii  againft  Popery  prefcribed  by  the  (latute  25 
Car.  IL  which  would  efftctually  exclude  all  the  Cana* 
dians. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  French  demand  a  tol^  ^^IhTr^ 
Tation  of  the  Catholic  religion,  are  partly  the  reafon-  man-Ca-' 
ablenefs  of  the  thing  itfelf^  they  beingalmoft  univerfally  ligiotu 
of  that  religion,  and  partly  the  ftipulation  made  on 
that  behalf  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  ueaiy 
of  peace,  and  which  is  exprtfledin  tbefe  words*  ''  Uis 
*^  Britanivic  Majefty  on  his  fide  agrees  to  grant  the  li- 
''  berty  of  the  Catholic  religion  to  the  inhabitants  of 
**  Canada  $  he  will  confequently  give  the  moil  effectual 
<^  orders  that  his  new  Roman-Catholic  ftibjects  may 
^'  profefs  the  worfhip  of  their  religion,  according  to  the 
*'  ritea  of  the  Romifli  church,  as  far  as  the  laws  of 
^  Great  Britain  permit." 

Theie  laft  words,  <'  as  far  as  the  laws  of  Great 
Britaia  permit,''  render  the  whole  ftipulation  in  favour 
^  ibia  toleration  very  doubtful ;  for  it  may  realboably 
be  contended,  that  the  laws  of  England  da  not  at  all 
^rmit  the  exercife  of  the  Roman-Catholic  religion.  ' 

•   For  in  the  firll  place,  thefe  words  feem  to  refer  to  ibm^ 
dcgreeof  loleration  of  the  Roman^atholic  religion,alrea« 
dyaduaUyTubfiftingin  fome  part  of  theBritiibdominioDSp^ 
and  by  viftue  «f  the  laws  of  Great  Britain^  and  if  fi>, 
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they  convey  no  right  to  any  toleration  at  all,  becaufe 
no  degree  of  toleration  of  that  religion  is  already 
adually  allowed  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  in  any 
part  of  the  Britifli  dominions. 

rtdly,  Suppofing  thefe  words  tiot  to  refer  to  any  tole-^ 
ration  of  the  Catholic  religion  ndw  a£kually  fubfifting 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britaih,  biit  to  meaii 
only  fuch  a  degree  of  toleration  as  (thoagh  it  does  not 
idually  fubfift  in  any  of  the  Britifh  dominions  by  virtue 
of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  yet)  may  fublift  without 
a  breach  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  yet  fiiH  there 
will  be  great  reafon  to  think  that  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  do  not  permit  this  toleration  in  any  degree. 
For  in  the  fird  place,  the  ftatute  of  1  Eliz.  cap.  i.  for  re* 
fioring  the  fupremacy  in  ecclefiaftical  matters  to  the 
Crown,  cxprefsly  extends  to  all  the  Queen's  future  do- 
minions, as  well  as  to  thofe  belonging  to  the  Crown  at 
the  time  of  making  the  a3.  The  words  of  the  i6th 
feAion  are  as  follows :  **  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  that  no 
**  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  &c.  fpiritual  or  tem- 
<*  poral,  (hall  at  any  time  hereafter  ufe,  or  exereife,  any 
**  mannerof  power  or  jurifdiAion,  Spiritual  or  Ecclcfi- 
^  adical,  within  this  realm,  or  within  any  othfer  your 
"  Majefty^s  donlinions,  or  countries,  that  how  be,  or 
^^  hereafter  shall  be,  but  (hall  be  clearly  iiboliflied  out  of 
''  this  realm,  and  all  other  your  highnefs's  dominions 
^*  for  ever.*'  And  in  the  nisxt  feftiofa,  all  this  ecclefi*^ 
aftical  jurifdidion,  or  fupremacy,  is  united  and  annexed 
for  ever  to  the  Crown,  It  is  clear  therefore  that  the 
King  is,  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  fupreitie  head  of 
the  church  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  at-  Well  as  in 
England  itfelf.  Now  it  is  the  very  eflence  of  Popery,' 
that  the  Pope,  and  not  the  King,  is  fupreme  in  allfpi* 
ritual  matters^    Cdnfequently  this  eflfential  article  oi 
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Popery  cannot,  by  virtue  of  the  ftipulation  in  the  defiiii'^ 
live  treaty,  be  tolerated ;  but  all  appeals  to  the  Pope,- 
all  cxercifen  of  ecclefiaftical  authority  in  Quebec,  by  the 
Pope,  or  his  legates,  or  any  other  perfon  commiffioned 
by  him,  all  nominations  to  benefices,  or  to  the  bifliop-^ 
rick  of  the  province,  (which  is  a  power  the  Pope  has 
hitherto  exercifed,  at  lead  fo  far  as  to  approve  the  bifhop 
before  be  entered  upon  the  funSions  of  his  office)  muft 
now  be' illegal  and  void. 

But  this  a£t  goe^  a  great  deal  further ;  for  it  required 
all  ecdefiafticai   perfons  whatfoever,  and  likewtfe  all 
lay*perfons  holding  temporal  offices,  or  employed   in 
theferviceof  the  Crown,  and  likcwife  all  perfons  hold- 
ing lands  of  the  Crown,  and  doing  homage  for  them,  to 
take  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  the  Queen,  or  her  fuc* 
ceflbrs,  under  pain  of  lofing  their  benefices,  or  tempo* 
ral  offices,  &c.  and  this  not  only  in  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land, bat  in  any  of  the  Queen's  highnefs's  dominions^ 
So  that  by  this  part  of  the  ad,  ail  the  Canadian  clergy, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  laiety,  might  be  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  fupremacy,  which  it  is  well  known  the  mod 
moderate  Catholics  cannot  take,  it  being  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  article  of  their  religion  ;  for  the  diflfo'ence 
between  the  moderate  Catholics  and  the  more  furious 
and  zealous  Papifis,  who  are  modly  guided  by  the  Je- 
fuits,  confifts  principally   in  this  circumftance,   that 
the  latter  afcribe  to  the  Pope  an  unlimited  power  in 
temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  matters,  and  affirm  that 
be  may  depofe  kings,  and  abfolve  fubjeds  from  their 
allegiance,  and  do  other  the  like  extravagant  mifchiefs, 
whereas  the  former  deny  his  temporal,  and  acknowledge 
only  his  fpiritual  fupremacy. 

It  is  true  indeed,  this  oath  of  Supremacy  is  taken 
away  by  the  flat  ute  of  1  Will.  cap.  8.  But  another  iliorter 
oath  of  Supremacy,  containing  a  mere  denial  of  the 
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spiritual,  or  Ecclefitfttcal  power  of  the  Popfc»  or  any 
pther  foreiga  Prince,  and  which  is  therefore  equally 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  all  Roman-Catbolics,  is 
appointed  to  be  taken  in  its  ftead,  and  by  the  fiune 
perfons,  and  under  the  fame  penaltiesi  as  before. 

It  appears  therefore,  from  the  ftatute  of  1  Eliit.  cap« 
i  alone,  witliout  confidering  any  other  of  the  lawd 
againft  Popery,  that  the  exercife  of  the  Popifli  religion 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  confift* 
cntly  with  the  laws  of  England ;  and  confequendy  that 
it  cannot  be  tolerated  there  at  all  by  virtue  of  the  ftipu« 
lation  of  the  definitive  treaty  above-mentioned,  becaafe 
that  ftipulation  has  an  exprefs  reference  to  the  laws  of 
England. 

Further  by  the  next  aft  in  the  ftatute-book,  or  ftat. 
1  £liz.  cap.  ii.  for  the  uniformity  of  common*prayet 
and  fervice,  it  is  enaSed,  *^  That  every  mintfter  of  a 
^*  pariih-churcb,  &c.  within  this  realm  of  Englandi 
*^  Wales,  and  marches  of  the  fame,  or  oiier  the  Queetfs 
'^  dommions,  Aiall  be  bound  to  ufe  the  book  of  com- 
'^  mon-prayer,  and  fliall  ufe  no  other  fervice,  under 
^^  pain  of  incurring  certain  heavy  penalties." 

By  this  a£t,  the  mafs  is  prohibited  in  all  pariih-i 
churches  in  all  her  Majefty's  dominions. 

This  aft  does  not  indeed  fay  exprefsly,  as  the  formef 
does,  that  it  (ball  extend  to  all  herMajefty's  dominions 
that  hereafter  (hall  be,  as  well  as  thofe  that  at  prefent 
are,  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  England.  But  tb^rt 
is  reafonto  believe  it  meant  fo ;  or  at  leaft  there  isrdCKtl 
for  doubt.  And,  if  it  does  mean  fo,  the  mafs  is  piohi'< 
bited  by  it  in  the  province  of  Quebec. 

Upon  thefe  reafons  we  may  conclude^  that  the  exer^ 
cife  of  the  Catholic  religion  cannot,  confiftently  with 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  be  tolerated  in  the  province 
of  Quebec 
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Yet  that  It  (hould  be  tolerated  is  furely  vety  reafona^ 
ble,  and  to  be  wifhed  by  all  lovers  of  Peace  and  Juftice 
and  Liberty  of  confcience. 

By  what  authority  then  fhall  it  be  tolerated  ?  this  if 
the  only  queftion  that  remains.  Shall  the  King  alone 
undertake  to  tolerate  it  ?  will  it  be  advifeable  that  he 
fhould  exercife^  though  for  fo  good  an  end,  a  power  of 
difpenfing  with  the  laws  ?  will  it  not  give  room  to  a 
thoufand  cenfures  and  odious  reflections  and  compari* 
fons  ?  The  authority  of  Parliament  feems  to  be  a  much 
fafer  foundation  to  eftablifh  this  meafure  upon^  in  n 
n^anner  which  neither  the  new  EJngliih  inhabitants  of 
the  province  can  conteft^  nor  the  French  Catholics 
fufpeA  to  |be  inadequate. 

The  next  great  difliculty  that  occurs,  is  the  fettle-  _    . 
ment  of  the  laws,  by  which  the  province  of  Quebec  of  the 
is  for  the  future  to  be  governed.    The  law  upon  this 
fubjeft  feems  to  be  this  j  1  ft,  That  the  laws  of  the  con- 
quered continue  in  force  till  the  will  of  the  conqueror 
is  declared  to  the  contrary;  this  follows  from  the  ne« 
ceffity  of  (he  cafe,  fince  otherwife  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces would  be  governed  by  no  laws   at  all.    izdly. 
That  after  the  declaration  of  tli6  will  of  the  conqueror 
the  conquered  are  to  be  governed  by  fuch  laws  as  the 
conqueror  fhall  think  fit  to  impofe,  whether  thofe  are 
the  old  laws  by  which  ihcy  have  been  governed  before, 
or  the  laws  by  which  the  conquerors  are  governed  them^ 
felves,  or  partly  one,  and  partly  the  other,  or  a  new 
fet  of  laws  different   from  both.    3dly,  That  by  tlie 
conqueror  is  to  be  underftood   the  conquering  nation^ 
that  is,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  Britifli  nation;  that 
confequently  by  ibe  will  of  the  conqueror  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  the  will  oj  tbt  British  nation^  which  in  all 
pialtcrs  relating  to  I^giflation  is  expreffed  by  the  King 
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aod  Parliament,  as  in  all  matters  rektingtothe  esecu* 
tJvc  power  it   is  cxprcQed  by  the  king  alone;   that 
therefore  the  Parliament  only  have  a  pawer  to  make 
laws  for  the  province  of  Quebec^  or  to  introduce  any 
part  of  the  lan^  of  Great  Britain  there^  or  to  delegate 
£nch  a  power  of  making  pr  introducing  laws  to  ^Qy 
other  hands,  notwith Handing  it  ruBy  happen  that  ip 
Ca£l  fuch  a  power  may  inadvertently  have  been  delega. 
ted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  tfaye  province  by  $, 
private  Inilru&ion  of  the  King  alone.  For,  if  the  coi^« 
trary  do£tnue  were  true^  that  the  King  alone  had  the 
whole  legiflative  power  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  it 
would  follow,  that  not  only  all  the  conquered  Cana- 
dians, but  all  the  new  Englifh  fettlers  there,  would  be^ 
come  slaves,  or  fubject  to  an  abfolute  and   arbitrary 
government,   the  moment  they  fct  their  foot  there. 
The  King  might  introduce  the  fevered  laws,  and  mod 
cruel  punifiiments,  the  inquifition,   the  rack,  and  the 
i3^heel,  and  might  make  all  his  fubjeSs  there,  both  old 
and  new,  tenants  at  wi]l  of  their  lands  and  other  pror 
pcrty,  and  lax   them   in  any  degree  whenfoever  be 
thought  fit.    Ho  might  keep  a  (landing  army  there^ 
without  confent  of  Parliament,  and  raife  money  to  pay 
tjiem  by  his  own  authority ;  and  with  fuch  an  army,  9 
prince  of  James  I  Id's,  difpofition,  might  opprefs  the  li- 
berties of  iheother  aJjoining  colonies,  or  even  of  Great 
Britain  itfelf.    Thcfc  are  dreadful  confequences,    but 
follow  clearly  from  fuch  a  doctrine;  for  which  reafon 
the  do£trine  ilfclf  ought  not  tp  be  maintained.    The 
other  opinion,  that  the  conquered  people,  when  once 
ceded  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  are  thereby  ad>- 
miited  to  be  Britifb  fubjc&s,  and  immediately  intitled 
to  participate  of  the  liberties  of  other  Britifli  fubjefis, 
^nd  are  therefore  lobe  governed  according  to  the  rulef 
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the  Limited  Monarchy  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  the 
executive  power  is  vefted  folely  in  the  King,  but  the 
power  of  making  laws  and  raifing  taxes  in  the^King 
and  Parliament^  is  a  ipuch  fafer  ^nd  more  reafonabla 
opinion. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  wiflied,  that  an  a^  of  Parliament 
inight  be  obtained  that  at  once  declared  whar  laws 
fhould  take  place  in  the  province  of  Quebec^  whether 
the  laws  of  the  conquered,  or  the  laws  of  Qreat  Britaioi 
or  fome  of  the  laws  pf  the  conquered,  and  some  of  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain ;  or  whether  any  other  laws  (hould 
be  introduced  there,  fnore  peculiarly  fitted  to  the  cirr 
cumftances  of  the  province ;  and,  if  any,  then  what 
laws  (liould  be  fo  introduced :  Or,  if  this  detail  be 
thought  too  troublefome  for  the  Parliament  (o  enter 
upon,  and  their  informations  concerning  the  date  of 
(he  province  (hould  be  deemed  to  be  as  yet  too  imperr 
fe&.  to  enable  them  to  go  through  fuch  a  bufinefs  with 
propriety,  then  it  is  to  be  wiihed  that  an  bA  of  Parlia* 
ment  may  be  obtained,  by  which  fuch  a  legiflative 
power  of  making  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  good 
government  of  the  provinpc  might  be  delegated  to  the 
Governor  and  Council,  as  has  been  already  exercifed  by 
them  by  virtue  of  an  Inftruction  from  the  King  alone. 
By  fuch  a  delegated  parliamentary  authority,  they  may 
enquire  into  the  (late  of  the  Canadian  laws  and  cuftoms 
already  in  force  there,  and  may  revife  them  and  reduce 
(hem  into  writing,  and  enact  fuch  of  them  as  (hall  be^ 
found  beneficial  to  the  province^,  and  fit  to  be  continued, 
and  may  iniroduce  fuch  parts  of  the  laws  of  England 
as  ihey  (hall  think  to  be  for  the  advanUge  of  the 
province ;  and  likewife,  as  occaiion  offers,  make  fuch 
other  new  laws  and  regulations  as  (hall  be  neceflfary  for 
the  good  government  of  it :  An^  in  fo  doing  they  will 
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Irave  a  due  regard  to  the  heads  of  adviee  luggfefted  b/ 
Mr.  Attorney  Yorke,  and  to  fuch  other  intimations 
and  infirudions  as  the  government  (hall  think  proper  to 
communicate  to  them*  And,  left  this  legiflative  power 
fliould  beabufed^or  injudiciouflyexecuted^bytheGover* 
mmr  and  Council,  there  might  be  a  claufe  in  the  aSt  of 
Parliament  direAing  them  to  tranfmit  thefe  feveralLaws 
and  Ordinances  to  the  King  and  Privy  Council  in  Eng* 
lan(),  to  be  by  his  Majefty  in  Council  allowed  or  difal-*- 
lowed,  as  his  Majefty  (hall  fee  caufe.  Only  they  fhould 
be  in  force  till  difalluwed,  and,  if  not  difallowed  within 
a  certain  time,  (as,  for  inftance,  two  years,)  they  (hould 
then  be  in  force  for  ever,  unlefs  repealed  by  aft  of  Par- 
liament. Laws  and  Ordinances  founded  on  fuch  a  par« 
liamentary  authority  will  eafily  find  obedience  from  the 
people,  which  it  is  to  be  feared  no  others  will ;  and  the 
Judges  of  the  province  will  carry  them  into  execntion 
with  ten  times  as  much  fpirit  and  confidence  as  if  ihey 
were  doubtful  of  their  legal  validity. 

Suppofe  a  criminal  in  Canada  to  be  guilty  of  an 
oflbncc  that  is  capital  by  the  laws  of  England,  but  is 
Hot  fo  by  the  laws  of  Canada  that  have  hitherto  been 
received,  (a  fuppofition  that  is  no  way  difficult,  as  the 
criminal  law  of  England  abounds  with  capital  offences) 
in  what  manner  (hall  fuch  a  man  be  puniflied,  unlefs 
there  is  a  parlianientary  declaration  determining  the 
punifliment  that  fliaH  attend  his  crime;  Could  any 
lefler  authority  warrant  the  infiiftion  of  death  for  fuch 
a  crime  ?  Or  would  any  Judge  chbfe,  though  he  (hould 
be  fure  of  never  being  called  to  account  for  it,  to  pafs 
fuch  a  fentence  without  this  higheft  authority  ?  But,  i. 
the  puniihnicnts  of  crimes  be  fettled  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  whether  immediately  by  the  Pariiament  it^ 
fclf,  or  mediately  by  ordinances  made  by  the  Governor 
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Ana  Council  of  the  province^  by  virtue  of  a  legiilative 
Authority  cominunicated  to  them  by  a£b  of  Parliamcm, 
the  judges  will  be  uader  no  other  difficulty  what  punilh-^ 
tncnts  to  infli£t  upon  the  fcveral  criminals  that  con^e 
before  them,  than  they  arc  in  Great  Britaii\ jtfelf*^ 

Some  pcrfons  are  of  opinion,  that  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  do  at  once  take  place  in  a  conquered  provinoe, 
without  any  authoritative  introduAionof  them,  either 
by  the  King,  or  the  Parliament.  But  this  opinion  feexns 
deditute  of  foundation,  and  is  fufficiently  refuted  by  the 
advice  of  the  learned  Mr.  Yorke^  His  Majefty's  Attor- 
ney-General, who  has  advifed  that  the  Canadians  (hould 
bepermitted  to  retain  their  ownLaws,  relatingto  Inherit- 
ances and  the  Alienation  of  their  real  efiates,  which 
would  be  impofliible  without  an  slQ,  of  Parliament  for 
that  purpofe,  if  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Laws  of  England 
did  ipso /ado  become  the  Law  of  the  province  upon  its 
being  conquered,  or  ceded  to  the  Crown.  Indeed,  the 
whole  fyftom  of  the  Laws  of  Elngland,  taken  in  the 
grofs,  and  without  a  fele&ion,  would  be  by  no  mean» 
a  ble(]3ng  to  the  Canadians.  The  game-laws,  the 
poor-laws,  the  fi&ions  and  fubtleties  in  various  forts  of 
a£tious  and  conveyances,  the  niceties  arifing  from  the 
do£trine  of  ufes,  and  the  tedious  and  operofe  inftru- 
ments  founded  on  them,  would  really  be  a  great  misfor- 
tune to  them ;  and,  from  their  novelty  and  ilrangenefs, 
would  be  thought  to  be  a  much  greater.  This  Doctrine 
therefore  of  the  indant  validity  of  the  whole  mafs  of 
theLawsof  Englandthroughout  the  conquered  province^ 
cannot  be  true.  And  if  the  whole  fy  ftem  of  thole  laws 
is  not  valid  thecc^  then  certainly  no  part  of  them  ctn 
be  fo.  Fortf  they  are,  then  who  (hall diftioguifli  which 
of  them  are  valid  there,  and  which  are  not? 

It  may  therefore  be  concluded,  as  at  firft,  that  none 
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of  the  laws  of  Eogtand  are  valid  in  tlie  conquered  pro^ 
viooe  i^o  facfo  by  virtue  of  the  conqueft,  or  ccfKoity 
wttbottt  a  pofitive  introduAion  there  by  a  fufBcient  au- 
tborky :  and  this  fufficicnt  authority  feems,  for  the 
Ififons  already  atentioiied^  to  be  only  the  Parlktmcnt  of 
Great  Britain, 
ieidnacat  'He  next  great  diiEcalty  that  caHs  loudly  for  the  ii>- 
lerpofitton  of  Parliament,  is  the  low  fiate  of  the  Revenue 
of  ibe  province  of  Quebeck.  Under  the  French  govern^ 
ment  this  Revenue  amounted  to  about  thirteenthoufand 
pounds  per  rnnnumf  but  is  now  funk  to  lefs  than  three 
thoufand.  The  caufe  of  this  is  the  change  in  the  courfe 
of  trade ;  by  which  means  it  fatts-out,  that  thofe  taxe» 
which  formerly  produced  the  principal  part  of  the  reve- 
nue, do  now,  thoi^h  ftill  in  force,  produce  nothing  at  alK 
The  principal  of  thofe  taxes  was  a  duty  upon  French 
wines,  which  were  imported  there  from  old  France  in 
great  quantities.  Thisiingle  duty  produced  Soool.a  yearf 
now  it  produces  nothing,  becaufe  no  wines  are  allowed 
to  be  imported  there  frum  old  France.  Nor  would  it 
be  replaced  by  an  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  Spa« 
nifli  or  Portuguefe  wines,  fuppoiing  the  tax  might  be 
conftrued  to  extend  to  thore  wines ;  for  the  Canadiana 
do  not  like  them,  tthA  will  not  drink  them.  From  a 
like  caufe,  another  duty  which  formerly  made  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  publick  revenue,  wbkh  was  a  duty 
upon  French  brandies  imported  from  old  France,  and 
French  riHils  imported  from  the  French  Wcit-India 
aOands,  now  produces  nothing  at  alt.  From  thefc 
caMfes  the  Revenue  is  funk  to  tow  that  it  is  infufficient 
to  defray  the  expence  of  the  civil  government,  though 
the  eftaUiAiment  of  it  is  fo  very  moderate*  It  is  there* 
*  fore  become  neeeflary,  either  for  the  treafury  of  Eng- 
land totflue  a  Aifficient  animal  fum  to  make  good  the 
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^fljajte^  .of  tbe-fcycpJOficers  of  ^he^Govein^^t,  or  that 
feme  new  tax  (hould  be  itnpofed  upon  the  inhabilants* 
in  aid  of  thofc  which  by  r^fon  of  thefe  acqidents  have 
failed,  fuQcieni  for  all  the  purpofes  of  the  Gov^fotQeot* 
Andif  tbisjatter  method  (houlq  beadopted,  kisprefu^cKl 
that  the  authority  of  Parliament  will  be  the  proper  pow- 
er to  have  recourfe  to,  that  there  may  be  no  colour  or 
pretence  for  contefting  the  legality  of  the  taxes  fo  im* 
.  pefed.  This  power  alfo  the  Parliament  may  exercife^ 
either  immediately  itfelf  by  impofing  a  tax  upon  the 
province  of  Qucbeck  this  very  fe(Iion>  before  the  Parlia- 
ttient  rifeS|  or  it  may  delegate  to  the  Governour  and 
^  Council  a  power  to  impofe  fuch  taxes  as  they  (hall  find 
neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  the  Government,  fubje^^ 
as  above,  to  the  difallowance  of  the  King  and  Privy 
Council,  in  order  to  prevent  abufes,  and  with  proper 
claufes  of  ReftriAion  and  Appropriation  of  the  money  fo 
taifed,  in  order  to  prevent  a  mifapplication  of  it,  ejthef 
by  the  Officers  of  the  province,  or  at  home. 

If  the  Parliament  (hould  think  proper  itfelf  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  the  province.  Information  has  been  received 
from  perfons  well  acquainted  with  the  date  and  trade 
of  the  province,  that  Britifli  fpirits  would  be  the  com- 
iuodity  that  could  bed  bear  a  duty,  and  would  produce 
the  bcft  revenue  $  that  there  are  annually  imported  into 
the  province  about  250,000  gallons  of  thefe  fpirits,  and 
that  they  might  bear  a  duty  of  tbree^pence  a  gallon, 
>vithout  hurting  the  trade,  but  not  more ;  and  this 
would  produce  about  5000/*  a  year. 

The  malicious  and  defperate  enemies  qf  ap  upright 
and  popular  Adminiftration,  may  perhaps  traduce  fucli 
a  meafure  as  inconlSi^ent  with  their  late  indulgent  con* 
.du6t  with  refped  to  tlia  other  American  col6nies  in  tht 
late  repeal  of  the  ftamp-^.    But  the  difference  of  ihc 
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ci(es  It  ttxj  ibikin^  to  make  lucV  a  c^himny  ih  life 
ri^aft  degree  formidable.  The  other  American  colonics 
have  internal  legiflatures  of  their  own,  who  have  been 
permitted,  ever  fince  their  £frft  eftabli(hment>,to  be  tHe 
afleflors  of  all  their  internal  taxes ;  and,  aartKey  haifnoi 
abufed'  this  privilege  with  which  they  had  been  fo  foiig 
indulged", — and  further,  as  their  exercifing  this  privBege 
feemedtobe  nnwaj'prejudicial  to  the  mother^:ountFy,-^ 
it  feemed^  to  have  been  a  harfli  and  ungracious  meafure 
in  the  Farliameat,  by  the  advice  of  the  late  minifiry,  to 
/evive  and'  exert  a  dormant  and  inherent  right  of  taxing 
them;  which,  however,  the  whole  Parliament, excepting 
a  very  few  members  of  both  houfcs,  have  highly  de- 
clared themfelves  to  be  poffefled-K>f.  But  the  Cana* 
dians  have  no  fuch  internaf  legiflature,  no  fuch  ufage  of 
taxing  themfelves  by  reprefentatives  of  their  own  chulT- 
ing.  Unlefs,  therefore,  they  have  the  Angular  privilege 
of  not  being  liable  to  be  taxed  at  alt,  they  mud  be  liable 
to  be  taxed  either  by  the  King  aTone,  or  by  the  King 
and  Parliament ;  and  the  milder  of  thcfe  two  opinions 
rt,  that  they  are  taxable  by  the  King  and  Parliament. 
Thole  therefore  who  (houl'd  promote  the  taxing  them  By 
authorfty  of  Parliament,  would  a£l  like  the  trueft  friends 
to  civil  nberty,  and  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  mildnefs 
and  moderation  that  conduced  them  in  (he  repeafof 
iJie  ftamp-a£l. 

If  It  (hould  be  faid,  that  the  province  of  Quebeclc 
ought  to  have  an  Aflembly  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
other  American  colonies,  and*  that  the  taxes  ought  to 
be  impofed  Ity  the  confent  of  fuch  an  AiTcmbly,  it  will 
Be  fuHicicnt  for  the  prefent  purpofe,  and  to  fupport  tRe 
meafure,  here  fuggefied,  of  taxing  them  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  to  anfwer,  that  as  yet  no  fuch  Aflembly 
Tia&beeaconflitntcd:  tfnd  till  an  aflcmMy  is  ereAed*, 
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^bether  that  time  beibort  or  long,  the  (kfeft  and-mft)** 
eft  method  of  Impofin^  taxes  is  \o  do-  it  b^.tutbority  of 
Parliament. 

As  to  ibe  ereAiog  AQ  Aflembly  in  thatjtfovinccv  it  is  j^^^iy 
a  meaTure  which  probably  will  not  <for  fom^  years  U>  • 
come  be  found  expedient.    If  au  aiTembly  w^se  now  to . 
be  confiituied^  and  the  diredions  in  the  Gpvernour's 
Commiilion^  above  alluded  to^  were  to  be^b^rved^  by 
which  none  of  the  members  elefted  there  are  to  be  per«« 
If  itted  to  fit  and  vote  dn  the  AJOTembly  lill  they  have  Tub* 
fcribed  the  declaration  againft  Popery^  it  would  amount 
to  an  ezclufion  of  all  ihe  Canadians^  that  is,  of  the 
bulk  of  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  the  province.    An  AC- 
f^mbly  fo  conftituted,  might  pretend  tobe  a  J^prefeuta^ 
tive  of  the  people  there;  but  in  truth  it  would  be  a  re^ 
prefentative  of  only  the  600  new  Engliib  Jettlers^  and 
an  inflrument  in  their  hands  of  domiiiecring  ovei*  thfi 
90»ooo  French.    Can  fuch  an  aflemuly  be  tho^iight  juft 
or  expedient,  or  likely  to  produce  harmony  and  friend.. 
Ibip  between  the  ^wo  luttions?  Surely i  t  muft  have  -ft 
contrary  efie&. 

On  -the  other  -hand,  it  might  be  (dangerous  in  the{^ 
early  days  ^of  their  fubmifEon,  to  admit  the  Canadians 
themfel  ves  to  fo  great  a  degree  of  power.  Bigotted^  as 
tliey  are,  40  the  Popifh  religion,  unacquaintjed  with, 
and  hitherto  prejudiced  againi^ the  law^and  cuftomsof 
England,  tibey  would  be  very  unlikely  for  Ibme  years 
to  come,  4o  promote  ^uch  mea&ires  as  (hould  gradually 
introduce  tbe  Prote(l«nt  religion,  the  ufe  of  jdie  {IngliOi 
lajiguage,  or  .the  fpirit  of  tbe  Bcitifii  lawa.  It  is  more 
prob^le  they  would  cbepk  all  fuch  endeavours,  and 
.qv^rccl  with  the  GoyemotM*  apd  Council,  or  with  the 
S^glifli  meoibers  of  the  Afleuibly,  for  prompting  them. 
<Add  ^>  tt\is,  that  they  are  almoj^t  uzM vcr£^ly  ignorant 
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tf^the  CiifHifli  InifeiAee,  lb  as  to  be  tbfplutely  mcapa- 

ble  of  debiting  in  it,  aud  cimicfuditly  nruft,  itfuch 
an  Aflcmbly  were  ereded^  carry-on  the  l^finefsof  it  it^ 
the  French  language;  which  wodld  tend  to  perpetuate 
^hat  language,  and  with  it  their  pr^udices  anda^c« 
tioni  to  thtir  former  mafters,  and  poftpone  to  a  yery 
diilant  time,  perhaps  for  ever,  that  coalition  of  the  two 
nations,  or  the  mehing»do\vn  the  French  nation  into 
the  Engltih  in  point  of  language,  aSe^ipns,  religipny 
and  laws,  which  ia  fo  much  to  be  wifhed-for,  and 
which otherwife  a  generation  or  two  may  perhaps  efied, 
if  proper  meafurea  are  taken  for  that  purpofe.  Ancfc 
further,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  Canadians  them* 
felves  do  not  deiire  an  Aflembly,  but  are  coptented  U> 
be  proteAed  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liberie 
ties,  and  properties,  under  the  ajdminiftration  of  his 
Majefty's  Govemour  and  Council.  If,  to  give  a  proper 
fiabality  to  this  mode  of  government,  it  is  carried^n  by 
aothority  of  Parliament,  and  is  propin'ly  fuperintei^ded, 
(as  no  doubt  it  will  be,)  by  thewifdom  of  his  Majefiy's 
Privy-Council,  they  will  think  themfelves  extremely 
happy  tmder  it.  The  perfons  who  moil  defire  the  im- 
mediate conftitution  of  In  Aflembly,  are  fome  of  the 
fit  hundred  Englt(h  adventurers,  who  probably  are  am* 
bitious  of  difp^aying  their  parts  and  eloquence  in  the 
charafters  of  leading  Aflembly -men. 

But,  tf  an  Aflemblyis  to  be  confiituted,  even  this  too 
had  better  be  done  by  ad  of  Parliament  than  by  the 
King's  iiugle  authority,  as  it  is  no  lefs  than  fevering 
from  the  ^neral  body  of  his  Majefly's  dominions  a 
particular  part  of  them,  with  refpe£l  to  thepurppfes  of 
makinglaws'andimpofing  taxes.  CoiiM  the  Kii^g»  if 
he  thonght  proper,  and  a  particular  County  of  England 
was  to -define  if 'of  4iim,  fever  that  County  from  the 
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refl.  of  England  J  and  no  longer  fummoo  any.  of  it^ 
siembera  jto  Parliamentj  butj  iiiftead  thereof  conftitute 
a  little  P^rliaiBcnt  ia  that  County  itfelf^ that  (hould  make; 
laws  and  lay  taxes  for  the  iahabiUQts  of  that  fingle 
Copnty  ?  It  is  prefumed  that  he  could  not  i  and  the 
ereAing  an  Aflcmbly  in.a  GDn<|uered  province  is  an  aSt 
of  much  the  fame  nature.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  fome 
of  the  American  Charters  and  Aflemblies  owe  their  rife 
to  this  authority:  but  this  was  in  the  reigns  of  the 
Stu4«ts,  who  were  fond  of  eKtendiog  their  Preroga- 
tive; and,  on  account  of  the  inconfid^rablenefs  of  the 
colonies  at  that  time,  thefe  things  werie  then  unnoticed; 
fo  that  they  do  not  prove  the  ftrict  legality  of  the  prac- 
tice. Since  that  time  thefe  Charters  have  been  pot  *ia 
prai^ice  by  the  Colonies,  and  acquiefeed-in  hgr 'the 
Diother-couatr)',  and  in  fome  meafure  neoc^iscil  ii| 
Parliament;  and  this  ufage,  ac^iefeente^  and  recog- 
nition, are  in  truifa  their  heft  fuppoit. 

But,  if  an  AfflemUy  is  tobeconftituted^  in  which  the 
Catholicks  or  Canadians  are  to  be  admitted,  (as  in  juft- 
ice  and  r^afon  they  ought  to  be,  if  any  aflembly  at  alt 
is. to  i>e  ere£fe^}  the  authority  of  Parliament  feems  to 
^  dill  more  neceflary  to  give  validity  tq  fucb  a  meafure. 
For  the  reafons  that  have  been  juft  now  mentioned^ 
it  feeqis  evident  that  the  meafure  of  ercAtng  an  Aflem- 
bly in  the  province  of  Qucbeck  is  fomewhat  premature. 
How  fooii  it  will  become  expedient  a<<4  proper,  Expe* 
rienceonly  can  (hew.  But  ia  the  meap  time,  however 
ftort  that  f ime  may  bp,  it  feems  neceflary  to  have  re* 
f;ourfe  to  the  ai^tbority  of  Parliaipent  for  fettling  the 
government  of  the  proving,  and  removing  the  difficul- 
ties that  obUru£l  that  fettlement  in  the  three  great  artist 
cles  of  Religion,  Law,  and  Revenue.  It  is  therefore 
the  bttpQible  requeft  of  all  the  gentlemen  who  hav^lately 
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tppoUited  to  the  principal  Offices  ip  the  govemoient  of 
Quebeck,  to  his  Majeily's  Minifters  of  Sute,  that  they 
would  ufe  (heir  influence  and  endeavours  to  procure 
fuch  an  a£b  of  Parliament  as  they  (hall,  upon  the  wholf 
matter,  think  to  be  neceflary,  to  ren^ove  the  difficulties 
that  have  been  ftate^,  and  to  enable  the  faid  gentlemen 
to  adminifter  the  government  of  that  province  in  their 
feveral  departments,  with  fecurlty  to  ihemfelves^  and 
advantage  to  the  province. 

Signed, 
Perhaps  an  afi  of  Parliament  to  the  following  pur« 
port  mi^ht  anfwer  the  intended  purpofes* 


A  ikelch  of  an  ad  of  Parliament  for  tolerating  the  Rc^ 
itian-Catholick  religion  in  the  proviaceof  Qucbeckj^ 
and  for  encouraging  and  introducing  the  Prote(Unt 
religion  into  the  faid  province,  and  for  fettling  th^ 
Laws,  and  ^ugoieiiting  the  publipH  Reveni^e  of  t(^e 
fame« 

CHAR  I. 

Condmingtbe  Toleration  of  the  Roman*  C atbolicl  RdU 

gion. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  humbly  rcprefented  to  the 
King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefly,  by  His  loyal  and  faith- 
ful fubjeAs,  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Quebeck,  that  they  are,  for  the  mod  part,  members  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  are,  from  motives  of  confci- 
ence,  moil  eamellly  defirous  of  a  permifiion  to  continue 
in  the  fame  church,  and  to  worfliip  the  Supreme  Being 
according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  thereby  prefcribedji 
and  have  alledged  that  they  conceive  themfelves  to  have 
fon^e  reafonable  claim  to  fuch  permiffion  and  indulge 
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cnce,  pot  only  from  the  innate  goodncfs  and  clemency 
of  his  Majelly's  difpontlon,  which  inclines  him   at  all 
times  to  (hew  himfelf  a  tender  father  of  all  his  people, 
and  the  generofity,  which  always  aduates  the  Parlia« 
fiicnt  of  Great  Britain^  to  co-operate  with  his  Majefty 
in  all  fuch  his  gracious  purpofes,  but  from  a  llipulation 
made  in  this  behalf  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  lad  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Pari?,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  (ixty-three 
which  is  contained  in  ihefe   words  :  "  His   Britannic 
•*'Majefty,  on  his  fide,  agrees  to  grant  the  liberty  of  the 
^*  Catholick  religion  to  the  inhnhitantsofCanada,    He 
*'  will  confequently  give  the  moil  efTfftual  orders  that 
*'  his  new  Roman-Catholick  fubjcds  may  profefs  the 
*'  wordiip  of  their  religion,  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
**  Romifli  church,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  Great  Britain 
"  permit."    And  whereas  cenain  doubts  have  arifen, 
and  may  arife,  whether  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  wilt 
permit  the  exercife  of  the  Uoman-Catholick  religion  in 
any  degree,    even  in  the  remoieft  dominions  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain:  and  whereas  His  Majcfly  and 
the  Britifh  Parliament  judge  it  to  be  reafonable  in  the 
pfefent  cafe  to  grant  a  toleration  of  the  exercife  of  ibe 
faid  Roman-Catholick  religion  throughout  the  faidvpro- 
▼ince  of Quebeck,  both  on  account  of  the  almoll  univer* 
fal  prevalence  of  that  religion  among  the  French  inha« 
bitants  of  that  province,  and  the  llipulation  in  that  be- 
half made  in  the  definitive  treaty  of  Paris,  as  is  above 
mentioned;  yet  hot  without  fuch   re(lri£tions  as   may 
prevent  the  ill  confequences  that  might  otherwifefoUow 
from  fuch  indulgence :  IT  IS  THERIilFORE  ENACT- 
ED^  by  his  f^id  Mod  Gracious  Majefiy,  by  and  with 
|he  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, and  ihc  Commons,  inParliameniaflcmbled,  that^^^j^*^ 
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man  Ca^     itihall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Curates  and  Vicars^ 
ship.   ^°'"  and  other  priefts  belonging  to  the  feveral  pariihes  in  tb« 
Province  of  Quebeck,  to  celebrate  the  Riafs,  and  lo^ad- 
minider  the  facraments  of  the  church  of  fiome,  and  tQ 
perform  all  (he  other  fundiona  of  the  prieftly  office, 
according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  that  church  ; 
and  that  it  (hall  alfo  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  province  to  attend  the  mafs,  or  other  Roman^^ 
Catholick  officeb  of  religion,  without  any  hindrance  or 
nioleftation ;  any  law,  (latute^  or  cudom,  of  England 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith (landing. 
Seminarifs      And,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  Roman«CathoIick  inba- 
Oithoikl"  ^^'^'^^sof  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeckroay  be  under  no 
pricstt.       n^ceflity,  or  temptation,  to  keep-up  a  correfpondence 
with  Old  France,  in  order  to  be  fupplied  with  Roman- 
Catliolick   priefts  to  officiate  in  their  feveral  pari(hr 
churches,  upon  the  feveral  vacancies  which  may  hap» 
pen  by  the  deaths  of  the  prefent  Incumbents,  IT  IS 
HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  (hall  and 
maybe  lawful  for  the  Govemour^  or  Commander  in  chicfji 
and  Council  of  the  faid  i'rovince^  to  tolerate  and  licence  . 
by  an  ordinance  made  and  publi(hed  for  that  purpoTe,  . 
fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  Seminaries  already  eftablifted 
in  the  faid  province  for  the  education  of  perfons  intended 
for  holy  orders  according  to  the  church  of  Rome,  as 
they  (liall  think  fufficient  to  fuyiply  a  proper  number  of 
the  faidPopifh  priefts  for  the  ferviceofthe  Roman-Ca* 
iholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province.  And  the  faid 
Govemour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  and  Council  of  the 
faid  Province  (ball  have  power  by  new  Ordinances  to. 
4oIeratemore,  or  fewer,  of  thefeSeminJUries, .  a»  oc^on 
may  require, 
noiiiiffi.         And,  to  the  end  that  the  perfons  that  dedicate  them*  , 
B^cb^    feJveslo  the  ferviceofthe  church,  according  to  tfaf  rites  * 
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til  the  Romtfli  religion,  may  be  enabled  to  receive  Epis- 
copal Ordination,  according  to  theforms  of  that  church 
ivithout  going  to  Old  France,  or  any  other  Roman»Ca- 
tliolick  country  of  Europe,  for  that  purpofe,  IT  IS 
HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  (hall  be 
lawful  for  His  Majefty  to  appoint  from  time  to  time, 
by  letters-patent  under  bis  great  feal  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  impowertheGovemour,  orCommander  in  chicf,of 
the  faid  Province,  to  appoint,  by  letters^patent  under 
the  feal  of  theProvince,  a  Brfliop,  or  Superintendant,  of 
the  Roman-Catholick  clergy  of  the  faid  province,  vi^ith 
fuch  reafonable  falary,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year,  as  His  Majcfly,  by  the 
^dviceof  his  Privy  Council,  fliall  dired,  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  faid  office  of  biihop,  or  fuperintendant  of  the 
Roman-Catholick  clergy,  and  the  revenue  thereto  an* 
nexed,  during  his  Majefiy's  picafure. 

Alfo  it  is  hereby  provided,  that  the  Governour,  or  Com-  Gorernom 
ratnder  in  chief,  of  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeck,{hall  koc  to*^ 
prefent  all  the  Roman-Catholick  priefls  to  the  fcveral  ?{|j^hes* 
pari(h«churches,  whenever  they  become  vacant;  and  the 
Brlhop,  or  Superintendant,  (hall,  upon  fuch  prefentation, 
infiitute  them  to  the  fame.  And  it  (hall  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  to  prefent 
to  the  faid  churches,  and  for  the  faid  bilhop  to  inflitute 
thereto,  any  of  the  Jefuits,  or  other  monks,  now  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  monalleries,  or  religious  hourcs^  in  the 
laxd  province  of  Quebec.  But  no  other  Jefuits,  or  monks 
of  any  other  religious  order  whatfoever,  befides  thofe 
that  are  now  in  the  faid  province,  and  no  fecular 
priefls  whatfoever,  but  fuch  as  were,  or  (halt  hereafter 
be,  educated  in  the  Canadian  Seminaries,  (h^lf  be  capa- 
ble of  being  prefenled,  or  inftituted,  lo  any  of  the  faid 
churches. 
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tnskn  c«p     itihall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Curates  aiid  Vicars^ 
f^hckwor.  ^^j  Qjjjgj^  priefts  belonging  to  the  feveral  pariflies  in  the 
Province  of  Quebecki  to  celebrate  the  Riafs,  and  toM" 
niinider  the  facraments  of  the  church  of  fiotne,  and  tQ 
perform  all  (he  other  fundions  of  the  prieftly  office, 
according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  that  church  ; 
and  that  it  (hall  alfo  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  province  to  attend  the  mafs,  or  other  Roman<^ 
Catholick  officeb  of  religion,  without  any  hindrance  or 
nioleftation ;  any  law,  ftatute,  or  cudom,  of  England 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithllanding. 
Seminarirt      J^T^ij  to  the  end  that  the  faid  Roman«Catholick  inba- 
Cathoikl"  ^*'*^"^^o^  *hc  faidProvince  of  Quebeckroay  be  under  no 
priests.       n^ccffiiy,  or  temptation^  to  keep-up  a  correfpondence 
with  Old  France,  in  order  to  be  fupplied  wiih  Roman- 
Catliolick   priefts  to  oflSciate  in  their  feveral  pari(hr 
churches,  upon  the  feveral  vacancies  which  may  hap» 
pen  by  the  deaths  of  the  prefent  Incumbents,  IT  IS 
HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  (hall  and 
maybe  lawful  for  the  Govemour,  or  Commander  in  chiefs  . 
and  Council  of  the  faid  t^rovince,  to  tolerate  and  licence  , 
by  an  ordinance  miade  and  publi(hed  for  that  purpofe,  . 
fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  Seminaries  already  eftabliflied 
in  the  faid  province  for  the  education  of  perfoos  intended 
for  holy  orders  according  to  the  church  of  Rome,  as 
they  (liall  think  fuiScient  to  fuyiply  a  proper  number  of 
the  faidPopifh  priefts  for  the  ferviceofthe  Roman-Ca* 
iholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province*  And  the  laid 
Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  and  Council  of  the 
faid  Province  (ball  have  power  by  new  Ordinances  to. 
tolerate  more,  or  fewer,  of  thefe  Seminaries, ,  as  oc^on 
may  require. 
Homiffi.        And,  to  the  end  that  the  perfons  that  dedicate  them*  , 
Wsiwp**    felveslo  the  ferviceofthe  church,  according  to  tfaf  rites  ' 
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ct  the  Rtuntfli  religion,  may  be  enabled  to  receive  Eptf« 
copal  Ordination^  according  to  theforms  of  that  church 
ivithout  going  to  Old  France^  or  any  other  Roman -Ca- 
tholick  country  of  Europe,  for  that  purpofe,  IT  IS 
HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  (hall  be 
lawful  for  His  Majefly  to  appoint  from  time  to  time, 
by  letters-patent  under  his  great  feal  of  Great  Britain, 
pr  to  impowertheGovemour,  or  Commander  in  chief,of 
the  fud  Province,  to  appoint,  by  letters-patent  under 
the  feal  of  the  Province,  a  Bifliop,  or  Superintendant,  of 
the  Roman-Catholick  clergy  of  the  faid  province,  with 
fuch  reafonable  falary,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  four 
hnndred  pounds  fterling  a  year,  as  His  Majefly,  by  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  fliall  dired,  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  faid  office  of  biihop,  or  fuperintendant  of  the 
Roman-Catholick  clergy,  and  the  revenue  thereto  an* 
nexed,  during  his  Majefly's  picafure. 

Alfo  it  ishereby  provided,  that  the  Governour,  or  Com-  Goremoot 
raander  in  chief,  of  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeck,(hall  lent  to*^ 
prefent  all  the  Roman-Catholick  priefls  to  the  feveral  ?{|^JJ^^ 
pari(h«churches,  whenever  they  become  vacant;  and  the 
Biihop,  or  Superintendant,  (hall,  upon  fuch  prefentation, 
infittute  them  to  the  fame.  And  it  (hall  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  to  prefent 
to  the  faid  churches,  and  for  the  faid  bilhop  to  iiiftitute 
thereto,  any  of  the  Jefuits,  or  other  monks,  now  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  monaflcrics,  or  religious  houfes^  in  the 
faid  provinct  of  Quebec.  But  no  other  Jefuits,  or  monks 
of  any  other  religious  order  whatfoever,  befides  thofe 
that  are  now  in  the  faid  province,  and  no  fecular 
priefls  whatfoever,  but  fuch  as  were,  or  (halt  hereafter 
be,  educated  in  the  Canadian  Seminaries,  (halt  be  capa- 
ble of  being  prcfenied,  or  inftituted,  lo  any  of  the  faid 
churches. 
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Vicr'i^^     Alfo  it  is  hereby  fiiriber  provided^  that  the  Govemoor 

Ccminarkk  and  Council  fliall  have  power  to  rcgulatCj  as  often  as  they 

think  proper,  by  Ordioances  made  for  that  purpofef  the 

feveral  Seminaries  which  they  fliall  think  fit  to  toleraie 

and  liceufe,  as  aforefaid. 

Carryins         Alfo  it  is  further  providcdi  that  it  (hall  be  lawfij  (or 

in  proccs*    the  Govemour  and  Council  to  probibit^or  reftrain,  iuany 

^^^^         manner  they  think  proper,  the  carryin^about  the  Hoft 

in  procetrion  through  the  (Ireets  and  publick  highways^ 

by  an  Ordinance  made  and  publi(hed  for  that  purpofe^ 

and  to  con6oc  the  exercife  of  the  Romidi  religion  to 

churches  and  private  houfes^  in  order  to  awoid  giving  . 

ofieoce  and  fcandal  to  the  Engliih  inhabitants  and 

oiiiers  of  the  Protedant  religion. 

Marriage       Alfo  it  is  further  ena&ed,  by  the  authority  aforefaid^ 

«f  Pficiii.    ^j^^  j^  ^^j J  ^ J  ^^y  1^^  lawful  for  the  aforefaid  Roman* 

Catholick  bifliop,  or  fuperintendant,  and  likewife  for 
all  the  Roman-CathoUck  priefis,  fo  as  aforefaid  tolerated 
in  ihe  faid  province,  to  enter  into  the  holy  date  of  ma* 
trimony,  if  they  fliall  fo  think  fit,  without  incurring 
any  damage,  cenfure,  or  difability,  ^cclefiaftical  or 
temporal,  whatfoever;  any  canon,  rule,  law,  or  cufi- 
toym  oflheRomifli  church,  to  the  contrary  thereof  ia 
any  wife  notwithftandbg.  And  the  children  arifing 
from  (iich  jmarriages  ftall  be,  and  be  deemed,  legiti- 
Q^ate  to  all  intents  and  purpofea. 
SMiMHh-  And^  to  the  end  that  the  Roman-Catbolick  clergy 
church-  tb^^  Are  hereby  tolerated  may  have  a  reafonable  main* 
*^*^*  tenan^e  fuitaUe  to  their  office  and  chara6ler,  IT  IS. 
FyRTHER  ENACTED,  that  the  fame  legal  profiu 
and  dues,  whether  tbfy  be  .gkbeJands  or  tithes,  or  of  ^ 
any  other  kind  whatfoever,  tbat  belonged  or  were  pay- 
able to  the  RpmanrCatholick  priejfts  of  the  feveral  pa* 
riibcs  in  the  time  of  the  French  ^ovenunent,  and  jaugbjL 

th(ea 


349 

tlitti  Tiave  Been  recovered  by  procefs  of  law,  In  any 
Court  either  fpiritual  or  temporal,  and  were  not  mere 
voluntary  donations  oroblations,  (hall  (lill  belong  to  the 
faid  Roman-Catholick  priefls,  and  be  paid  to  them  by  the 
Soman -Catholickinhabitan  tsof  their  rerpedivepariihes, 
and  the  payment  of  them  by  fuch  Roman- CathoHckd 
fhall  be  enforced  by  procefs  of  law  in  the  Court  of  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  province,  by  fome  (hort  and  conve* 
nient  fuit  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  Gover- 
tiour  and  Council  of  the  provrnce,  by  an  Ordinance  made 
end  pub1i(hed  by  them  for  that  purpofe.  And,  in 
order  to  prevent  unnecefl^ry  difputes  concerning  thefe 
profits  and  dues,  the  faid  Chief  Juftice  of  the  province 
ihalT  enquire  by  the  oaths  of  twefvc^  or  more,  Canadian 
boufe-keepers  of  good  reputation  in  every  parifli  through- 
out the  province,  what  thofe  legal  profits  and  payments 
were  in  the  time  of  the  French  government,  and  fliali 
transmit  a  written  account  of  the  fame  to  the  Govemour 
and  Council  of  the  province,  who  (hall  thereupon  caufe 
them  to  be  printed.  And  two  copies  of  the  faiJ  printed 
Fids  of  the  faid  profits  and  dues  (ban  be  preferved,  the 
one  among  the  records  of  the  Council,  the  other  among 
the  records  of  the  Court  of  the  Chief  Juftice,  and  (hall 
be  deemed  authentick  evidence,  on  all  future  occafions 
of  the  dues  of  the  clergy  in  the  fevcral  parifhes  of 
the  said  province. 

And  further,  whfcreas  it  can  be  in  no  degree  neceflary  Collcsiatv 
to  the  free  excrcife  of  the  Roman-Catholick  religion  in  andreli^- 
the  faid  province  of  Quebeck,  that  the  Cathedral  or  Col-  o'-^hooie*. 
legiate-churches  of  deans  and  chapters,  or  the  religious 
focieties  of  mpnks  and  nyns,  (hould  be  pennitted  to 
continue,  and,  as  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the 
continuance  of  them  might  prove  detrimental  and  bur* 
thentome  to  the  faid  pfovince,  IT  IS  THEREFORE 

HEREBY 
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HtRCSr  FURTtlER  ENACTED,  tbit  ill  fuch 
members  of  any  Cathedral  or  Collegiate  churches^  o^ 
T«ligiou8  focietics,  as  think  proper  to  depart  from  them 
and  rdign  their  rights  to  any  profits  from  them,  and 
^eafe  to  be  members  of  tbemi  whether  they  be  Deaas> 
^r  Prebendaries,  or  Canons,  or  other  members  of  any 
Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church,  or  monks,  or  nuns,  or 
ether  members  of  any  religious  fociety  or  monaftery^ 
ihall  be  at  fiil]  liberty  to  depart  therefrom,  whenfoever 
they  think  fit :  any  cuftom,  law,  or  (tatule  of  fuch 
Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church,  or  religious  fociety,  or 
any  canon,  rule,  law,  or  cuAomof  theRomifli  religion, 
to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding* 

Alfo  it  iliall  be  lawFuI  for  any  of  the  faid  Deans,  or 
Prebendaries,  or  Canons,  or  other  members,  of  any 
Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church  in  the  faid  province  of 
Quebeck,  and  for  any  Abbot  or  Prior,  Abbefs  or  Priorefs, 
monk  or  nun>  or  any  other  member  of  any  monaftery 
or  religious  house  in  the  faid  province,  to  enter  into  the 
holy  ftcte  of  matrimony,  if  they  (liall  think  fit  fo  to  do  f 
any  law,  canon,  or  cuftom  of  the  Bomifli  religion  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithilanding.  And 
the  faid  marriages  (hall  be  valid,  and  the  iflue  of  them 
legitimate,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 

All  fuch  of  the  faid  pcrfons  as  enter  into  the  holy 
flate  of  matrimony  (hall  be  deemed  to  have  thereby  de- 
parted voluntarily  from  the  Cathedral,  or  Collegiate 
church,  monaftery,  or  religious  houfe,  to  which  they 
belonged,  and  to  have  renounced  all  their  connection 
therewith,  and  all  their  right  to  any  profit  arifing  from 
them, 

Alfo  it  is  hereby  provided,  that  no  new  members  be 
udmitrcd  hereafter  into  any  of  the  faid  Cathedral  or  Col- 
Irgiate  chiirchrs  or  monafteries,  or  religious  boufes; 

but 
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b^t  that  thofe  who  are  there  already,  and  de0re  to  con- 
tinue  there,  be  permitted  fo  to  do  during  their  livei; 
and  that  after  the  death,  or  marriage,  or  voluntary  de* 
parture,  of  all  the  members  of  all  the  faid  Cathedrals  or 
Collegiate  churches,  monafieries,  or  religious  focieties, 
their  houfes,  lands^  revenues^  and  goods  of  every  kind, 
moveable  and  immoveable,  (hall  be  taken  into  the 
King's  hands,  and  make  part  of  the  publick  revenue  of 
the  Province;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  flipends 
of  fuch  members  of  the  faid  Cathedral  or  Collegiate 
churches,  monafteries,  or  religious  houfes,  as  either  die, 
ormarry,  or  voluntary  depart  from  the  faid  churches  or 
religious  houfes,  (ball  not  accrue  to  the  furvivingorre* 
maining  members  of  the  faid  focieties,  but  (hall  be  im- 
mediately taken  into  the  King's  hands,  and  make  a  part 
'  of  the  said  publick  revenue  of  the  Province. 

Alfo,  to  the  end  that  the  Roman-CathoHck  inhabit-  Liberty  to 
ants  of  the  faid  province  may,  by  the  free  exercifeof  Hoiy 
their  reafon,  and  the  light  of  the  holy  gofpel,  be  con-  Scnpturet. 
verted  from  the  errors  and  fuperilitions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  to  the  profeffion  of  the  true  Proteftant  religion; 
IT  IS  HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  (hall 
be  lawful  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  bid  province, 
Roman-Ciatholieks  as  well  as  Proteftants,  to  read  the 
books  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  in  the  French  or 
£ngli(h  language,  or  in  any  other  langttage  whatfoever, 
any  canon,  rule,  or  cufiom  of  theRomi(h  religion,  to 
the  contrary  herepf  in  anywifc  notwiihftanding.  And 
no  pried  fhall  inflifk  any  eccleiiaftical  cenfore,  or  pe- 
nance, upon  any  Roman«Catholick  inhabitant  of  thefaid 
province  £or  fo  doing,  upon  pain  of  heing  imprifoncd 
for  a  year,  upon  an  indidment  and  convi&ion  thereof 
before  the  Chief  Juflice  of  the  province. 

-     And, 
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Ana,  wiicreas  there  is  great  reafon  to  hope,  that,  r^f 
the  pious  examples  and  exhortations  of  pcrfons  that 
profcCs  the  Chriflian  religion  in  greater  purity,  and  by 
th6  free  perufal  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  many  of  thfc 
French  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province  that  now  profef» 
the  Roman-Catholick  religion,  may  he  converted  from 
the  errors  and  fiiperftitions  thereof  to  the  belief  of  the 
true  Proteftant  religion ;  upon  which  hioft  dcfirable 
event  it  will  be  reafonable  that  they  fliould  have  places 
ofpublick  worftiip  torefort-to,  and  miniilefs  of  the  Gof- 
pel  to  perform  divine  fcrvice  to  them,  and  that  fuch 
minifters  (hould  have  a  proper  reward  for  their  pious 
labours:  IT  IS  HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTlii) 
that,  if,  upon  any  vacancy  of  a  parifli-church  by  the 
death  of  a  Roman  Catholick  Incumbent,  a  fourth  part^ 
or  more,  of  the  inhabitants  that  are  houfekeepers  in 
the  faid  parifh,  or,  in  cafe  there  arc  more  than  four- 
fcore  houfekeepers  in  ihe  faid  parifh,  if*  twenty,  or  more, 
of  the  faid  houfekeepers,  {ball  prcfcnt  a  petition  to  the 
Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  of  thefaid  province!, 
feiting-forth  that  they  are  Protcliants,  and  that  they  are 
defirous  to  have-aProleftajil  niinifter  among  them,  to 
perform  diviuc  fervicc,  and  cxercife  all  the  functions  of 
the  miuiflry  among  them,  and  praying  the  Governour  to 
appoint  thi'mfuch  a  minifter,  it  fhall  in  fuch  cafe  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  Governour, or  Commander  inchicF,  of 
the  faid  province,  to  nominate  and  appoint  to  fuch  va- 
cant church,  a  Proleftant  minifter  of  the  Gofpcl  by 
Iciters-patent  under  the  publick  feal  of  the  province,  to 
hold  the  faid  office  of  a  Proteftant  minifter  of  the  Gofpel 
for  the  faid  paritti  during  his  natural  life,  ortillhefliall 
acceptfome  other  bcnefice,which(haHh>(lantly  make  bis 
upp  >inlment  to  the  former  benefice  void.     And  the  faid 
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Goreraour^orCbmniander  inchief,  (hallat  theramctimd 
prefenty  as  abovementioned,  a  Roman*Catho]ick  prieft 
to  the  fame  churchfor  the  benefit  of  the  Catholick  inha- 
bitants of  the  faid  pari(b.     And  all  the  tithes  and  other 
dues  that  are  to  be  paid  by  the  Pruteftant  inhabitants 
of  fuch  p^ri(h  (hall  be  paid  by  them  to  the  faid  Proteft- 
ant  miniiler,  and  fliall  be  recovered  by  him,  by  procefs 
of  law  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  might  have  been  re- 
covered before  by  the  Roman-Catholick  pried  of  the  faid 
parifli.     And  all  the  tiihes  and  dues  that  are  to  be  paid 
by  the  Roman-Catholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  parifh, 
(hall  be  paid  to  the  Roman  Catholick  pried  of  the  faid 
province.     And  the  glebe-lands^  and  other  profits  of 
the  church  that  do  not  arife  from  payments  of  any  kind 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  paridi,  ffiall  be  di- 
vided between  the  Roman-Caiholick  pried  and  the  Pro- 
tedant  minider  of  the  faid  paridi,  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  of  the  houfekeepers  that  profefs  the  Popifli 
and  Protedant  religionsi  at  the  time  of  filling-up  the 
vacancy  of  the  church  in  the  manner  hereby  prefcribed* 
And  this  divilion  of  the  profits  of  the  church  betweea 
the  Popidi  pried  and iheProtedant  miniderdiall  bemade 
by  virtue  of  an  Order  in  writing  from  the  faidGovcrnour, 
or  Commander  in  chief,  made  for  that  purpofe  under 
his  hand.     And  this  Order  of  the  Governuur,  or  Com- 
mander in  chief,  diall  be  final  and  (hall  be  deemed  to 
bavc  afcertained  the  proportion  of  this  divifion  beyond 
all  litigation.    And  upon  fuch  appointment  of  a  Proted- 
ant minider  to  any  vacant  church,  though  a  Romifli 
pried  be  prefented  thereto  at  the  fame  time,  all  relicks, 
images,  piAures,  and  crucifixes,  and  other  fuperditious 
ornaments,  (hall  be  removed  from  the  faid  church,  ia 
confequence  of  an  Order  to  be  made  by  the  Govemour^ 
or  Commander  in  chief^  for  that  purpofe,  in  writing 
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and  und^T  bis  hand.  But  they  may  be  kept  by  tU^ 
Roman-Calholick  pricft  of  the  faid  parifti,  in  fome  con- 
venient pkce  to  be  provided  by  him  and  the  Roman- 
Catholick  inhabitants  thereof  for  that  purpofe  ^  and  may 
be  brought  into,  and  placed  in,  the  faid  church,  during 
the  time  of  divine  fervice,  as  often  as  occasion  fhall  re- 
quire, but  (hall  at  the  end  of  fuch  fervice  be  again  re- 
moved thereout.  And  the  faid  Govemour,  or  Com- 
« 

mander  in  chief,  may  caufe  his  faid  order  to  be  inforccd 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  him  fhall  appear  moft  eifeflual 
and  expedient. 

Alfo  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  that,  if,  upon  any 
vacancy  of  a  parifh-church  in  the  faid  province  by  the 
death  of  the  Popifh  prieft  thereof,  it  (hall  appear  to  the 
Governour'isfatisfa^lionjthatthree-fourth  parts,or  more, 
of  the  inhabitants  that  are  houfckeepers  in  the  faid  pa- 
rifh,  areProtedants,  he  (hall  not  prefent  any  Roman- 
Catholick  prieft  to  the  faid  church,  but  (hall  only  appoint 
a  Proteftant  minifter  thereto.  And  the  faid  Proteftant 
minifter  fliall  receive  and  enjoy  all  the  profits  of  the 
faidchurch.    And  in  ihis  cafe  thcCbvernour,  or  Com- 

*  -  * 

mandcr  in  chief,  of  the  (aid  province,  (liall  take  order 
that  all  the  relicks,  images,  pi6lures,  and  crucifixes, 
and  other  fuperfiitious  ornaments  of  fuch  church,  fliall 
be  removed  from  the  faid  church,  to  be  never  more 
fct-up  therein,  and  fliall  be  either  deflroyed  or  othcrwife 
difpofcd-cf,  a?  the  faid  Governour  fliall  think  fit. 
Otth  of  •  -A"^^  ^^  '*  hereby  further  enabled,  that  all  the  Roman- 
kiicKwncc     Calholirk  priefls  now  in  ihepofleflion  of  any  churches 

to  be  laken  ...  ,  , 

by  the  Ro-  in  the  faid  province,  fliall  take  the  following  oath  of 
ihoHrk*  allegiance  to  his  Majifly,  appointed  by  the  flatuie  of 
pnofis.         J  Q^.^^  i^  ^.gp^  j^  jQ  ^j,^  t€  1^  ^  B^  Jo  fincerely  pro- 

**  n.ife  ardfwear,  that!  will  be  laitliful  and  bear  true 

«  sllcgiaucc  to  his  Wiijifiy  King  George.    So  help  me 

:  ' '  "  "God." 
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God.**  And  this  oath  they  (hall  take,  cither  before  the 
Governoiir  and  Council,  or  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  pro- 
vince, or  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfuns  as  the  Governour 
and  Council  (hall,  by  an  ordinance  to  be  made  and 
publilhed  for  that  purpofe,  impower  to  admini^er  the 
fame  unto  them.  And  u})on  refufal  to  take  the  faid 
oath,  they  (hall  be  i'lftanily  deprived  of  their  refpcAive 
beneEces  in  ihe  church,  and  fliall  be  incapable  ever  after 
of  being  prefenled  to  any  benefices  in  the  faid  province* 
And  the  Governour  fliall,  asfoon  as  conveniently  may 
be^  prefent  another  prieft  to  the  benefice  thereby  be« 
come  vacant. 

And  this  oath  the  Governour,  or  Commander  ia 
chief,  is  hereby  required  to  iidminiller,  or  caufe  to  be 
adminillered,  to  all  the  faid  priefts  with  all  convenient 
expedition. 

Alfo  the  aforefaid  Roman-Catholick  bi(hop,  or  fuper* 
intendant  of  the  clergy,  (hall  take  the  faid  oath  of  alle^ 
glance  before  he  can  exercife  any  of  the  functions  of  the 
faid  office.  And  if  he  (hall  refufe  fo  to  do,  being  re« 
quired  thereto  by  the  Governour,  he  (hall  thereby  lofe 
his  faid  office  of  hi  (hop,  or  fuperintendant,  and  (hall 
be  incapable  ever  after  of  holding  that  office  or  any 
other  benefice  or  employment  in  the  church  during  his 
life. 

Alfo  all  the  Roman-Catholick  priefts  that  (hall  here-' 
after  be  prefented  to  any  of  the  churches  in  the  faid 
province,  (hall,  before  fuch  prefentation,  take  the  faid 
oath  of  allegiance.  Otherwife  their  fl'efentation  and 
inftitution  to  any  of  the  faid  churches  (hall  be  void. 

Alfo  it  (ball  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,  or  Com- 
mander in  chief,  of  the  faid  province,  to  require  all 
Deans  and  Prebendaries,  or  Canons,  or  other  members 
of  any  Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church,  and  likewife  all 
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fiiperiors  of  any  feminarics,  and  all  Jefuits   or   oihcf 
monks,  or  other  members  of  any  relrgious  houfe,  to 
lake  the  faid  oath  of  Allegiance.    And  if  they  refiife* 
fo  to  do,  their  places,    offices,  and  profits   in  fuch 
churches  or  focietics,  fliaH    rmnnediatcly  be  void  and 
ceafc,  and  ihcy  fhall  be  expelled  from  fuch  focieties. 
They  rr.ay       Alfo  it  fiall  be  lawful  for  the  faid   Governour,  or 
/et|ulrc(i  to  Commander  in    Chief,  to  require   the  fard  Bifhop,  or 
t«ii"orai''   Supcrintcudant,  and  aH  the  Roman-Catholick  priefts 
power  of     of  the  fcveral  churches  in  the  faid  Province,  both  ihofe 
that  are  now  in  poflefTion   of  the  faid   churches,  and 
thofe  that  (hall  hereafter  be  preCented  to   them,  and 
likewife  all  the  deans  and  prebendaries,  or  canons,  or 
other  members  of  any  cathedral  or  collegiate  church, 
and  all  the  Jefuits  and  other  monks,  and  other  mem* 
bcrs  of  reliijious   houfes  in   the  faid  Province,  to  take 
alfo  the  following  oath,  being  the  firft  part  of  another 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  aforefaid  ilatute  of 
1  Geo.  f.  cap.  13.  to  wit,  "  I,  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  I 
"  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  dctcft,  and  abjure,  as  im- 
•*  pious  and  heretical,  that  damnable  do£lrine  and  po* 
"  (Ttion,  that  princes  cxcommunic^led  or  deprived  by 
"  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  fee  of  Rome,  may 
**  be  dep^ed  or   murdered  by  their  fubjefts,  or  any 
•*  other  whatfoever.     So   help  me  God."     And  thofr 
tvho,  being  required  to  take  this  oath,  fliall  refufe  fo 
to  do,  fl»all  incur  the  fame  penalties  as  have  been  above 
appoiiifed  for  refufing  to  take  the  aforefaid  oath  of  Alle- 
giance. • 
Ni^  ?.]ivedU      Alfo  it  rs   hereby  further  enaded,  that   no  appeaF 
toKonitf.     ft^all  be  made  in   any  matter  whatfoever,  fpiritual  or 
temporal,  arilirvg  in  the  faid  Province,  to  the  Pope  or 
F/:  (hop  of  Rome,  or  lo'any  other  foreign   authority 
V  birtfocver ;  and  that  no  jurifdiftion,  fpiritual  or  tenj- 

poral> 


357 

pt)ra1,  ihall  be  exercifed  by  the  faul  Pope,  orI»y  ar.y 
of  his  legates,  or  by  any  other  perfonscormniffioned  by 
him  in  the  faid  Province  of  QiK'beck^  under  r.ny  pre- 
lence  whatfoever.  And  no  bulls,  or  difnciifations,  or 
inftruments  of  any  kind,  founded  on  the  authority  of 
the  faid  Biihopof  Rome,  or  on  any  other  foreign  an* 
thority  whatfoever,  ihall  be  brought  into  the  fald  Pm* 
vince.  And  whofoever  ftiall  bring  into  the  faid  Province 
any  fuch  bulls,  difpenfations,  or  other  inftrumcnts, 
founded  on  fuch  foreign  authority,  and  whoever  ihall 
exercife  in  the  faid  Province  any  legantine  or  other  au- 
thority derived  from  the  faid  Bi (hop  of  Rotne,  (hall, 
upon  indidment  and  convidion  thereof  before  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Province,  be  puniihed  by  confisca- 
lion  of  all  hit  goods  and  chattels,  and  imprifonment  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  Court,  and,  if  he  be  a  fecular 
prieft,  by  lofs  of  all  fuch  benefices  as  he  may  have  in 
the  church,  and  an  incapacity  of  holding  any  ever  after.  Cliurdi« 
And,  to  the  end  that  the  officers  of  the  civil  govern-  signed  for 
mcntof  the  faid  Province,  and  the  officers  and  foldicfrs  diatcuseof 
of  the  army  that  are  quartered  there,  and  the  English  **''  P'**"**- 
merchantsandfettlers,  and  other Proteftant  inhabitants 
thei^of,  may  be  immediately  accommodated  with  con- 
venient places  of  publick  wor(hip,  IT  IS  HEREBY 
ENACTED,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  Govemour, 
or  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  faid  Province,  to  caufe 
fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  churches  already  built  in  the 
faid  Province,  as  he  (hall  think  proper,  to  be  prepared 
lor  the  fervice  of  God  according  to  the^mplicity  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  by  removing  out  of  them  all  reiicks, 
images,  pidures,  and  crucifixes,  and  other  fuperfti- 
tious  ornaments,  and  to  order  divine  fervice  to  be  per- 
formed therein  at  fuch  hours,  and  by  fuch  Proteflant 
piiuifters^  as  he  (hall  think  proper  to  appoint*    And 
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the  Romi(hprieft^  and  other  Roman-Cathollck  inhabit* 
ants  of  fuch  Parifhes,  may  at  other  hours  of  the  day 
not  interfering  with  thofe  appointed  for  the  Proteflant 
fervice,  perform  and  attend  divine  fervice  there  accord- 
ing to  the  rites  of  the  Romiih  religion,  and  may  at  thofe 
times,  if  they  think  proper,  replace  in  the  faid  churcli- 
cs  the  faid  images  and  other  church«omaments,  to  con* 
tinue  there  during  the  time  of  fuch  divine  fervice,  but 
no  longer  |  and,  after  fuch  fervicie  is  ended,  they  (hall 
remove  them  to  fome  convenient  place  to  be  provided 
by  them  for  their  reception  and  prefervation* 
Govftnouf      And  whereas  it  is  probable,  that  many  other  r^ula-> 
cii  may"*^*  ^i^^'  ^^Y  ^  found  necdTary  by  perfons  refiding  in  the 
Jh«'  '^"'J   faid  Province  of  Quebeck,  and  well  acquainted  with 
lationi  eon*  the  ftatc  thereof,  for  encouraging  and  introducing  the 
lision,        Prcteftant  religion  in  the  faid  Province;  and  others  may 
becotne  neceflary  hereafter  as  occafions  and  circuni^ 
ftancesshall vary :  In  order  therefore  that  all  fuch  regula- 
tions may  bemadefrom  time  to  time  withdue  attention 
andexpedition,  IT  IS  HEBEBYFURTHERENACT- 
£D,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful   for  His  Majefty's  Cover- 
nour,  or  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  faid  Province  of 
Quebeck,  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  Council  of 
the  faid  Province,  or  a  majority  thereof,  to  make  fuch 
laws  and  ordinances  for  the  toleration  of  the  Rdman*Ca- 
tholick,  and  for  the  fettlement  andencouragement  of  the 
Proteflant,  religion,  a«  to  them  (hall  feem  mod  fitted  for 
Subject  to  thofe  purpofes.    And  the  Ordinances  fo  made  ihalK  be 
lowance  of  traufmittcd  to  His  Majefty  with  all  convenient  expedi- 
in  Council.  ^'®">  ^^^^  by  bis  faid  Majcfty  confidered  and  examined 
in  his  Privy*Covncil,  and  to  be  allowed  or  difallowcd 
as  hisMaje(ly,by  the  advice  of' his  faid  Council,  (hall  re* 
solve.    And,   if  fuch  Ordinances  are  allowed  by  His 
}4>tjefty,  they  {hall  be  valid  Lawsuntil  they  are  repealec| 
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by  fomc  fubfequent  aft  of  Parliament.  And  if  they 
are  not  dirallowed  by  His  Majefty  in  Council  within 
the  fpacc  of  three  years,  they  (hall  likewire  be  valid 
laws  until  they  are  repealed  by  fome  fubfequent  aA  of 
Parliament  And  further,  they  (hall  bo  binding  from 
the  time  of  their  being  made  and  publifhed  in  the  Pro* 
rince,  and  (hall  not  become  void,  in  cafe  of  a  difallow- 
ance,  till  the  arrival  of  fuch  difallowancc  and  the  pub*' 
lication  of  it  by  ihe  Govcrnour. 


CHAP.  II. 


Concerning  iht  Stttlement  of  the  Laws  in  the  said  Fro- 

vince  of  Quebcck. 

And  whereas  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  weU' 
ivt  and  good  government  of  the  faid  Province  of  Que. 
beck,  that  a  fy Hem  of  Laws  (hould  be  eftabliihed  therein' 
upon  a  folid  and  incontedable  foundation ;  And  whereaff 
it  may  not  be  convenient  to  impofe  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  faid  Province  the  whole  body  of  the  Laws 
of  England  at  oncer,  and  thereby  intircly  overturn  all 
theLawsand  Culloms  bvwhich  the  French  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  province  have  hitherto  been  governed,  and 
to  which  they  are  mueh  devoted,  nor  on  the  other 
hand  to  leave  all  the  faid  old  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the 
fjud  Province  in  their  full  force  without  any  alteration 
whatfoevcrj  IT  IS  THERETORE  ENACFED,  by 
the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  confcnt  of  the  Lords  fpirit^al  and  temporal, 
and  the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled,  that  it 
(hall  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,  or  Commander  in  Covernour 
Chief;  of  the  faid   Province,  by  and  with  the  advice  ^^^^^^ 
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Iktwtforthe  majority  thereof,  to  inquire  intOi  re^^^e«  and  examint 
Provmce*  ^^^  i,iws  and  cuftoms  that  have  heretofore  prevailed  in 
the  faid  Province,  and  to  ena£t  by  Ordinances  made 
and  publiihed  for  that  purpofe,  fuch  of  the  faid  law» 
and  cufloms  as  they  (hall  judge  to  be  fit  lo  be  conti- 
nued, and  to  make  fuch  alterations  and  refomiaiions 
thereof  as  they  (hall  think  reafonablCf  and  lo  introduce 
fuch  parts  of  the  Laws  of  {England,  and  to  make  fuch 
new  Liws  and  regulations,  as  they  fhall  judgf  to  be 
conducive  tothe^'elfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  (aid 
Province,  and  the  honour  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain. 
8o^eet  to  And  to  the  end  that  this  great,  but  nccolTirV)  power, 
lowanoeof  thus  ddegattd  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  totb^ 
^leKing in  fyjj  Govtmour  and  Council  of  the  faid  Province  of 
Quebeck,  may  not  become  detrimental  to  the  faid  lVo« 
viuceby  any  abufe,  or  injudicious  exercife^  thereof  by 
the  faid  Governour  and  Council,  it  is  hc^ebv  further 
provided,  that  the  Ordinances  made  by  them  by  \irtue 
thereof,  be'tranfmitted,  as  foon  as  they  are  made,  to 
His  Majefly  in  Council,  in  order  to  be  there  examined 
and  fully  confidered,  and  finally  allowed  or  difallot^ed, 
as  His  Majefiy,  with  the  advice  of  his  faid  Gouneilj, 
Ihall  think  fit.  But  they  (hall  be  binding  on  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  from  tbe  time  they  are 
pafled,  until  His  Majcfly's  difailowance  arrives  in  the 
province,  and  is  made  publick  by  tbe  Governour :  anJ 
if  they  are  not  difallcwed  wiihin  three  years,  they  ili all 
no  longer  be  fubjtd  to  fuch  difallouance^  but  (hall 
continue  to  be  valid  Laws  until  ihey  are  repealed  or 
alttrtd  by  fome  fubfequent  aA  of  Parliament* 
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CHAP.    III. 

Coneeming  the  Publick  Revenue  of  ibe  Province  "of 

Quebeck. 

And  whereas  the  publick  Revenue  of  the  Province 
of  Quebeck  did  in  the  Time  ofihe  French  government 
amount  to  about  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  fierling  a 
yc  ar,  but  now  is  reduced  to  about  three  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  a  year  by  various  caufes^  one  of  which  is  that 
fiiicc  tie  conqucft  of  the  faid  Province  by  the  Britifh 
arm?  no  F:ench  wines  have  been  imported  into  the  faid 
Province  from  Old  France,  which  in  the  time  of  the 
French  government  ufed  to  be  imported  thither  in  fuch 
q*iantities,  that  the  duty  impofcd  and   Icvitd   en  the 
faid  win^s,  ufcd,  one  y ear  with  another,  to  amount  to 
no    Icfs  than   eight  thoufand  pounds  a   year;    And^ 
whereas  certain  douhts  nnd  didiculties  have  arifen,  and 
may  arife,  whether  certain  other  profits  of  the  Crown 
4|nd  duties  on  various  kinds  of  goods  whieh  weri*  enjoy- 
ed by  the  Crov\n  of  France,  and  lev'ed  and  puid  in  the 
time  of  the  F;ench  goveinment,  fhould  ft.il.. of  right 
continue  and  belong   to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  he  levied  and  paid  as  heretofore  ;  And,  whereas,  if 
all  the  faid  profits  and  duties  were  fully  enjoyed  and 
paid  as  heretofore,  yet  ftill  the  publick  Revenue  of  the 
faid  Province  would  fall  very  ihort  of  what  it  wa^  in  the 
time  of  the  French  govcrnnunt :  In  order  therefore  to 
remove  the  faid  doubts  and  difficulties,  ancj  likewife  to 
reftore  the  public  k  revenue  of  the  faid  Province  to  fuch 
a  condition  as  may  be  fufficient  for  defraying  in  a  pro- 
per manner  the  expenccof  the  Civil  Government  there- 
of rr  IS   DECLARED  AND  ENACTED  by  the 
Kind's  Mcft  Excellent  Majcfty,by  and  with  the  advice 
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and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpirttual  and  lemporali  and 
the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled^  that  all  fuch 
The  profits  of  any  kind*whatcvcr  as  were  enjoyed    by  the 

Taxc!(  shall  Crown  of  France  at  the  time  of  ihcconqiieft  of  thefaid 
j^nuc°""  I'rovince  by  the  Rritidi  arms,  (hall  now  belong,  and  of 
right  ought  to  belong,  to,  and  be  enjoyed  by,  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  all  fuch  duties  upon  any' 
comniocHty  of  any  kind  exported  from,  or  imported  in- 
to, the  faid  Province,  as  were  levied  and  paid  to  the 
officers  of  the  Crown  of  France  at  the  time  of  the  faid 
conqueft,  fhall  now  be  levied  and  paid,  and  ought  of 
right  to  be  levied  and  paid,  V)  the  officers  of  the  Crowa 
And  a  new  ofGrcnt  Britain;  and  further,  that  a  duty  of  three- 
laid  of  3  pence  fi)r  every  gallon  be  paid  upon  all  Britifh  fpirits  of 
pence  per  ^.yppy  j-j^^i  imported  into  the  faid  Province  either  from 
British  ipi-  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  or  the  Britifli  Weft-India 
iflands,  or  any  other  of  the  Briti(h  dominions  whatfo- 
ever,  unlefsitfliall  be  found  and  adjudged  by  the  Go- 
vernourand  Council  of  the  faid  Province,  upon  a  care- 
ful inquiry  and  perufal  of  the  edifts  or  (Ordinances  of 
the  French  King  whereby  the  feveral  dutic^  on  gooda 
importcfi  into  the  fuid  Province  were  impofcd,  that 
Britifli  fpirits  imported  into  the  faid  Province  were  lia- 
ble to  pay  a  duly  under  the  French  government ;  and 
in  that  cafe  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Pro^nce  fliall 
.  now  pay  the  fame  duty  as  they  were  liable  to  pay  under 
the  French  government  immediately  before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  laft  war  between  the  two  Crowns  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  provided  that  the  said  duty 
docs  not  exceed  ihrce-pencc  for  every  gallon;  and,  if  it 
does  exceed  three-pciice  for  every  gallon,  they  fliall  pay 
only  three-pence  a  gallon  and  qo  more.  And  in  the  mean 
time,  and  till  it  is  declared  bv  the  Govcrnour  and 
Council  what  the  duty  oiVthis  commodity  was  under 
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the  French  government  at  the  faitl  time  of  the  laft 
breach  between  the  two  nations,  the  faid  duty  of  three- 
pence for  every  gallon  on  all  BritWh  fptrits  imported  in- 
to the  (aid  Province  (hall  be  paiil. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enafled  and  provided,  that^^uWick 
it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  Governour>  or  Comniauder  irt  be  issued 
Chief,  of  the  faid.  Province,  by  and   with   the  advice  JjJ'g^j|yJ,^^ 
and  confent  of  his  Council,  and  according  to  Ordinances  "®"'  ■»** 

•        .  -  .  Council. 

to  be  by  them  made  and  publifhed  from  time  to  time 
for  that  purpofe,  to  ifliie  warrants  inidcr  his  hand  to  the 
Receiver-general  of  thepubiick  revenue  of  the  faid  Pro- 
vince to  pay  fuch  fumg,  as  by  fuch  Ordinances  (liall  be 
appointed,  to  the  perfons  appointed  therein  to  receiive 
the  fame,  for  purpofes  relating  to  the  government  and 
publick  welfare  of  the   Province;    fuch  as  building 
or  repairing  barracks  for   foldicrs,  building  or  repair- 
ing churches   for'  the  ufe   of  the  Proteftant  inhabit- 
ants of  the  faid  Province,  a(Tigning  falaries,  or  other 
revwerds,  to  fuch  Proteftant  mi nifters  as  labour  zealous- 
ly and  fuccefsfully  in  the  converGon.  of  the  Roman-Ca- 
tholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  to  the  Proteftant 
religion,  and  ere£ling  fchools  for  teaching  the  £ngli(h 
language,  building  or  repairing  fortifications  or  other 
ufeful  publick  buildings,  widening  or  repairing  publick 
ro^ds  and  highwayi^i  and  the  like  ufeful   purpofes  re- 
lating to  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeck.    .  But  it  fliall  in 
no  cafe  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Governour,  or  Comman- 
(ler  in  Chief,  to  iflTuc  warrants  for  the  payment  of  any 
part  of  the  publick  Revenue  of  the  faid  Province,  nqf 
for  the  Receiver-general,  or  any  other  officer,  of  th6 
Revenue  in  the  faid  Province  to  pay,  by  virtue  of  fuch 
warrant,  or  of  any  other  order  whatfoever,  any  part  of 
I  he  faid  publick  Revenue  of  the  Province,  toanyperfcoi 
l^ot  fcfidipij  iu  the  fc^id  Province,  nor  for  any  purpofe 
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whatfocveTbiit  fuch  as  (hall  be  cxpreflTecl  in  an  Ordinance 
of  the  Governour  and  Council  made  and  publifhcd  for 
that  purpofc,  cxcepiinj  only  the   falaries  and   fees   of 
the  Governour  and  other  civil  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  Province  ailually  redding  in  the  faid 
Province. 
Ordinances    Alfo  it  IS  further  enaiSlcd,  ihat  all  Ordinances  of  every 
cdbyihe    kind,  whether  for  iffiiiiig  money,  making  or  introduc- 
whocpact   '"S  '**^^*>  or  any  other  purp.^fcs  vvhalfoever,  fliall    be 
them.         ficrncd  bv  the  Governour,  or  Conmiander  in  Chitf,  and 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  prefent  at 
the  time  of  making  them.     And  thcfe  original  draughts 
of  the  ordinances  fo  figned  fliall   be  kept   among  the 
records  of  the  Council. 


FINI3. 


The  foregoing  Traft  and  Sketch  of  aft  sl&  of  Parlia^ 
ment  were  drawn  up  by  me  at  the  defire  of  General 
Carleton,  (the  Lieutenant -Governour,)  and  Mr.  Hey, 
the  Chief  Juftice,  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck  ;  and  a 
few  copies  of  it  \vc;rc  printed  for  the  infpet^ion  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  Mr.  Dowdefweli,  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,)  and  General  Conway, 
(the  Secretary  of  State,)  and  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  (the 
Attorney-General,)  and  Mr.  De  Grey,  (the  Sollicitor- 
General,)  and  others  of  his  Majefty's  fervants,  who 
were  likely  to  take  a  part  in  procuring  for  them  an  aft 
of  Parliament  to  be  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  in 
the  Scltlentcnt  of  the  Government  of  that  Province,  if 
fuch  a  meafure  had  been  thought  advifeable.  But  no 
copies  of  it  were  publiflied,  or  fold.     Nor  bad   cither 

General 


35b 

General  Caileton,  or  Mr.  Hey,  carefully  read  and  ex- 
umrned  every  claiife  in  the  foregoing  (ketch  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  for  the  foregoing  purpofe,  and  given  a 
deliberate  aflent  to  it ;  but  ihcy  thought  that,  fuch  a» 
it  waSy  it  might  be  fufficient  to  point-out  to  his  Ma-* 
jefty's  Minifters  the  feveral  important  fubjeAs  which 
ihey  wiflied  to  have  determined,  by  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  before  they  entered  upon  (he  dUcharge  of 
their  feveral  offices  in  the  Province  ;  and  the  Minifters 
might  alter   and  modify  the  propofed  fketch  of  an  Aft 
of  Parliament  in   the  manner   they  thought  proper, 
before  they  brought   it  into  Parliament.      But  Mr. 
Yorke,  the  Attorney-General,  was  not  inclined  to  bring 
the  fubjeft  into  Parliament ;    and  the  other  fervants 
of  the  Crown  adopted  his  opinion,  and  accordingly  no 
bill  of  the  kind  here  dtfcribed  was  brought  into  Par- 
liament.   The  reafons  for  their  refufal  to  employ  the 
Authority  of  Parliament  in  this  important  and  difficult 
bufinefs,  I  do  not  know  :   but    I   conjcAure  tlwt   it 
alight  be,  partly,  from  the  fear  of  encaging  in  violent 
debates,  that  might  arife  from  the  fubjcft,  on  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Power  of  tlic  Crown  over  conquered  and 
ceded  icrritovics,  and  the  effeS  of  the  mere  conqueft 
aixl  ceffion  of  them  as  to  the  continuance,  or  difcon- 
tinuance,  of  the  old  Laws  that  had  prevailed  in  them 
before  tl»e  conqueft,  and  the  right  of  introducing  into 
them  either  ally  or  some,  of  the  laws  of  England  j  and, 
if  only  fome  of  them,  then  determining  which  fhould 
be  fo  introdciced,  and  which  fhould  not, — and  as  to  what 
degree  of  indulgence  ought  to  be  fliown  to  the  Roman- 
Catbolicks   in   the  faid    Province,    and    whether  the 
Pojrifli  religion  shonld  be  only  toleroted  there,  by  per- 
iDilting  the   Roman-Catholicks   of   the   Province    to 
attend  Mafs  and  all  the  Sacraments  and  Ceremonies  of 
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the  Church  of  Komc^  or  to  eiljoy  ami  practice  ihe 
wor/hlp  prefcribed  by  that  Religioii)  (which  is  all  that 
is  granted  to  them  by  the  Capitulation  uf  the  Province 
Tvith  Sir  Jcffery  Aujherft,  in  September,  I76O;  and 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  France  and  England, 
concluded  at  Paris,  in  February,  1763,)  or  whether  the 
faid  Popifh  religion  diould  Lc  not  only  tolerated  in  the 
laid  Province,  but  ^labiyhed  there,  by  giving  the 
Romifli  PriefU  that  officiate  in  the  Province^  a  legal 
right  to  demand  their  tithes,  and  other  antient  dues, 
by  Law,  and  to  sue  for  them  in  the  Courts  of  JuRice ) 
which  hos  finee  been  enaclcd  by  the  Quebeck-act  of 
the  year  1 774,  though  it  had  been  afked  by  the  French 
General)  the  Marquis  dc  Vaudrtudy  in  the  Capitula« 
tionof  September,  >7G0,  but  refufed  by  the  wife  and 
cautious  Englifli  General,  Sir  Jeffay  Amherjl  ;-^^dX\A 
whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  permit  a  Popifh 
French  Bifliop  to  go  into  the  Province^  though  the 
Province  had  done  without  one  for  fix  years,  or,  ever 
fince  ihe  Surrender  of  it  to  General  Amhcrft,  in  1  76O  \ 
the  former  French  Bifliop  having  dicd_  a  liille  before 
that  event;  (all  which  fubjefts  might  have  afforded 
matter  for  long  and  wami  debates  in  Parliament;) 
and,  partly,  from  an  opmion,  that  they  ihemfelves 
were  not  likely  to  continue  long  in  the  great  Offices 
Uiey  then  held ;  which  opinion  was  but  too  well 
grounded,  as  they  were  removed  from  them  about 
three  months  after,  in  the  month  of  July,  1766. 
They  might,  alfo,  perhaps,  think  it  prudent  to 
obtain  more,  accurate  informations  concerning  the 
ftate  of  the  Province,  in  various^  important  points-; 
fuch  as  the  number  of  Englifh  fettlers  there;  the 
number  of  the  P'rcnch  or  Canadians^  and  their  inclina- 
tions aud  qualities  3  the  number  of  tl\e  Prieds^  Monks, 

and 
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and  Nuns;  the  number  of  the  pariHies  and  the  values  of 
the  thhes)  the  fize  and  vaUics  of  the  fevcral  Seigniories, 
and  the  annual  profits  of  them  3  and  many  other  fuch  in* 
terefting  particulars ;  before  they  drew-up  a  plan  to  be 
prefented  to  Parliament  for  fettling  their  Laws  ar.d 
Government,  But  the  two  former  reafons  fcem  fuffi- 
cient  to  accomit  for  their  unvvillingnefs  at  that  time  to 
bring  the  fubjefi  before  the  Parliament. 

Whoever  reads  the  foregoing  (ketch  of  an  A£l  of 
Parliament  with  attention,  cannot  fail  to  obfcrvc  that 
the  perfou  who  drew  it  up  was  dciirous  of  introducing 
by  gentle  means  the  Prottltant  religion  amongll  the? 
French,  or  Canadian,  inhabitants  of  the  Province: 
and  he  may,  in  confequence,  be  foniewhat  furprized 
that  it  (Iiould  contain  a  claufe  for  permitting  a  Roman- 
Catholick  Bifliop  to  be  ftnt  into  the  Province,  and  to 
cxercife  bis  Epifcopal  fundtions  there  5  which  fcunis 
more  likely  to  prevent,  than  to  encourage,  the  con* 
vcrfion  of  the  Roman-Catholicks  from  Popery  to 
the  Proteflant  Religion.  To  remove  this  furprizc,  I 
mud  mform  my  readers'that  I  found  chat  a  rtfolutioii 
had  been  already  taken  by  his  Majefty's  JSlinifters  of 
that  time  to  permit  a  certain  Honun-Catholick  Prieft, 
who  had  long  refided  in  the  Province  of  Qucbcck,' 
(though  he  was  not  a  native  of  it,  but  of  iht:  Province 
of  Britany  in  Old  France,)  to  come  from  Quebeck  to 
England^  in  the  winter  of  the  foregoing  year,  17G.5  ; 
and  logo-over  to  the  North  of  France,  in  the  month  of 
January,  or  February,  17G6,inorder  to  be  coafecrated  by. 
some  Bifliops  in  France,  as  BKl'opof  Quebeek  j  which 
ciremony  of  Confecralion  was  (jis  I  vv:is  told,)  per- 
formed at  the  City  of  ^'Imlcns  in  Picardij,  And  it 
was  agreed  amongil  the  King's  Minifters  of  that  time, 
that  be  Aould  be /permitted  to  return  to  Quebeck  in 
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the  fpring  of  the  Inmc  year,  1766,  to  cxercife  h\%  Epif- 
copal  fun6lions  in  the  Province^  as  Bi(bop  of  Quebeck. 
His  name  was  Olivier  Briandf  or  Oliver  Briand;  and 
he  was  a  well-sized,  comely,  man,  of  about  5(>  years 
of  age,  ofeafy  and  agreeable  manners,  and  faid  to  be  a 
man  of  fober  and  regular  life,  and  un im peached  jnoral&. 
And  he  accordingly  went  to  Quebeck  in  the  faid 
fpring  of  the  year  1766,  and  lived  there  many  years 
in  the  exercifc  of  his  office  of  Bifliop  of  Quebeck ;  but, 
as  I  am  informed,  has  been  dead  now  feveral  years, 
and  has  been  fuccceded  by  another  Popifh  Bifliop. 
Now,  as  this  meafure  of  permitting  i\/r.  Oliver  Brtand  to 
go  to  Quebeck,  in  the  charafler  and  Ration  of  a  Bifliop, 
and  to  exercife  his  Epifcopal  funflions  there,  was 
already  agreed-to  by  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs,  I  thought 
it  belter  to  have  it  done  openly  by  the  Supreme  Au- 
thority of  Parliament,  than  privately  and  almod  clan- 
defliiiely,  by  the  mere  connivance  of  the  Miniftcrs  of 
State,  in  oppofition  to  the  above- mentumcd,  important, 
and  fundamental,  Statute  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  which 
prohibits  all  exercife  of  the  Pope's  authority,  or  of 
any  authority  derived  from  the  tope,  (as  that  of  a 
Popifh  Bifliop  is^exprcfsiy,)  not  only  in  the  kingdom 
of  England  iifcif,  and  the  dominions  then  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  but  4n  all  the  dominions  that  fliould 
belong  to  the  Crown  in  any  future  times.  And  thi$ 
muft  be  my  excufc  for  inferting  in  the  foregoing  ifcctch 
c.f  an  Aft  of  Parliament  the  Claufe  for  permitting  a 
Popifli  Bifliop  to  cxfrcife  his  fcpifcopal  funftions  in 
the  Province  of  Quebeck.  For,  as  for  the  nr.eafure 
itfelf,  "  of  i^efiniltingti  Popifli  Bifliop  to  refide  there,'* 
I  never  could  approve  of  it,  nor,  if  I  had  been  one  of 
his  Ma]cfty*s  Miniftcrs,  whofe  confcnt  had  bcenpecef- 
fary  to  it's  adr^ptiou,  would  1  ever  have  confented  to  it. 
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1  have  juft  now  faidi  th^t  thU  pf  rmi(|^pa  to  ^4 
firiaiid}  tQ  refide  in  the  Province  of  Qt^ebeck,  ^ 
Bifliop  of  the  Pipcefe^  was.giv^n  only  fy  tbt  (wmivam^ 
of  his  Majefty's  Minifters  of  ftate  of  that  tiine^  l>ecaMfe 
J  nev^er  ooold  find  that  there  was  any  patept^  or  warrajott 
under  }u^  Majefty's  Signature,  or  any  of  his  Seals,  that 
gave  him^  t'ttle  of  Bifbop  of  Quebeck^  or,  autboriffid 
hhn  to  ordain  Priefb,  or  execute  any  one  of  bit  £pif- 
copal  functions,  but  omly  an  inftru6tion  either  to  the 
Governour  or  the  Receiver  General  of  the  Revenue. 
(I  forget  which),  in  which  be  is  called  Super^ntendM^ 
of  the  Ciergjf,  with  an  order,  (if  I  remember  righl,) 
to  pay  bhn  the  nioderate  fum  of  aooL  a  year^  for  bis 
fupport.  And,  perhaps,  the  unwillingness  of  bit 
Majefty's  Minifters  to  have  this  meafuK  *<  of  permit- 
ting a  Popiih  fiifliop  to  refide  in  the  Province,''  pub* 
lickly  difcufled,  might  be  an  additional  reafon  to  the 
two  already  mentioned,  for  their  not  chufing  at  that 
time  to  bring  the  fettlement  of  the  Laws  and  Govern** 
ment  of  the  Province  under  the  confideration  of  Par* 
liament. 

I  was  told  at  the  time,  by  Mr.  Fowler  Walker^  (a 
Banrifter  at  Law,  who  praAifed  with  fuccefs  and  repn* 
tation  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and,  who  was  well 
acquainted*  with  the  then  ftate  of  the  Province  of  Que- 

beck^) 

•  This  Gentleman  bad  been  employed,  by  the  agents  of 
several  of  the  English  and  Scotch  merchants  that  were  settled 
in  the  Province  oif  Quebeck,  in  drawing- up  and  conducting 
their  complaints  to  the  King  in  his  Privy-Council,  against  the 
late  General  James  Murray,  (then  Captain-General  and  Go- 
vemour  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Qucbeck,)  for  several  acts 
done  by  him  in  his  first  office  of  Military  Governour  of  the 
Province,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Troops  that  w^re 
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htckf)  that  this  f>ermiffi<in,  thus  graft  ted  by  connlvstnce^ 

to  Mr.  Oliver  Briand^  to  return  to  Quebecki  iti  the 

charafter  of  Bilhop  of  the  Province,   was  obtained 

from  his  Majefly's  Minifters  of  State  at  that  time,  and 

particularly  from  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  (who 

was  confidered  as  the  principal  Minifter,)  by  the  in* 

Alienee  of  the  late  celdbrated  Mr.  Eldmund  Burke,  who 

was  at  that  time  his  Lordihip's  private  Secreta^,  and 

who  had  then  acquired,  and  ever  after  retained,  a  very 

;  great  degree  of  his  confidence.    And  I  am  much  in- 

*'  dined  to  believe  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.    For,  other- 

V  wife,  it  feems  fomewhat  furprifing  that,  that  refped- 

•  able  Nobleman,  who,  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
'-  the  Whig  Party,  and  had  been  etmefily  folicited  and 

prefled,  by  the  then  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  (who  thought 
himfelf  too  old  to  return  again  into  that  afiive  and 

•  iftiportant  ftation,)  to  accept  the  Office  of  Ftrft  Com- 

•  tniffioner  of  the  Treafury,  almoft  againft  his  wiir,  and 
'-who,  therefore,  might  be  fuppofed  to  entertain  the 

fentiments  that  had  always  heretofore  been  profeflU 

by  that  party,  and  confequently  to  have  confidered 

'  Papery  and  Slavery  as  the  two  grand  objeAs  of  fear 

•  and  abhorrence  to  all  true  EngHfh  Patriots,  againft 

'  quartered  in  it,  durmg  the  yean  176tv  17^»  and  1763*  and  of 

i  some  few  acti  done  bv  bim  afterwards  in  bis  second  office  of 
Captain-General  and  Governonr  in  Cbief  of  tbe  Province,  in 
the  years  1764  and  1765»  wbicb  tbey  alledged  to  be  illegal  and 
injurious  to  them;  and  by  bis  conversations  wkb  these  agents 
and  with  tbe  merchants  of  Lotidon  who  were  the  correspondents 
of  the  said  complainants,  concerning  the  ground5»  and  proofi* 
and  circumstalices,  of  the  Acts  coiTiplafned-of,  he  had  acquired 

.  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Province,  and  all 
that  was  done  and  doing  in  it  at  that  time,  than  any  other 

^.^rsontliat  1  tbe^  coQvcrsbd-witb.  F.  M. 
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the  itturri  €^  whiclf,  iato  the  Lawg  and  Government 
of  the  Nation,  it  was  their  duty  icf  provide  by  every 
poffible  precaution ;  — -  I  fay,  it  fecnis  very  fur- 
prifing^  and  alitioft  unaccountable,  that  the  great 
Leader  of  the  Whig  Party,  (boold  have  eonfeiited  to  sL 
ihcafure  fo  different  from  the  farmer  meafures  of  that 
Party  a6  this  permiffion  of  a  Popifb  B'rlbop  to  exercUe 
his  Epifcopal  fundioni,  in  the  now  Englifli  Province 
of  Ckuebeck,  in  dirtQ,  oppc  fit  ion  to  the  above-mentioned 
Statute  of  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  But  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Burke  over  the  Political  condu£l  of 
this  worlhy  Nobleman  is  faid  to  have  been  aInK)ll  ur«* 
bounded. 

And,  hcre^  perhaps/  it  will  be  afked,  HcKv  came- 
Mr.  Burke  to  give  fuch  advice,  and  intereft  himfelf 
fo  much  in  fupport  of  Popery  ?  was  he  not  himfelf  a 
Proteftantj  and  had  he  not  always  been  educated  id 
the  Proteftant  Religion  ?  or  was  there  any  truth  in  a 
report  that  was  frequently  mentioned  in  converfatioO^ 
and  even  publi(bed  in  News -papers,  concerning  him^ 
namely^  that  he  bad  been  educated  in  a  College  of 

^  Jefuits^  at  Saint  Omer's,  in  Flanders  ;  and  afterwards, 
when  come  to  Man's  ellate,  had  quitted  the  Church  of 
Home,  and  adopted  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  better 
to  advance  bis  fortune  in  the  world  ?>-In  anfwer  id 

.thefe  quedions,  I  muft  declare  that  I  believe  he  was 
educated  in  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  always  conti-' 
nued  in  it,  and  that  the  report  of  his  having  bteix 
educated  in  a  College  of  Jefuits,  at  ^aint  Omer*s,  in 
Flanders,  was  entirely  groundlefs.  And  fit  this  t  am 
the  more  aflured  from  having  had  in  my  pofleffion  for 
a  y^r,  or  more^  about  tliree  years  ago,  a  fet  of  Letters 

'  of  Mr,  Burke,  in  his  Own  hand-virriting,  written  tor  t&e 

.  mod  party  iaibe  year  1748,  when  he  was  only  twenty 
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years  of  age,  and  when  he  ww  still  a  ftudeni  in  Trinity 
College,  in  Dtiblin;  which  he  could  not  have  been, 
unlefs  he  had  been  a  Proteflanl.  The  greater  pari  of 
thefe  Letters  were  written  to  a  young  friend  of  nearly  his 
own  age,  of  the  name  of  ShackUton,  who  was  the  fon  of  a 
refptrdabic  Proteftant  Sc  hool-mafter  to  whom  Mr.  Burke 
had  beena  fcholar  before  hewas  removed  to  theUniverfity 
of  Dublin.  The  letters  are  written  in  a  ftyle  of  cor- 
dial fnendfliip  and  aflPeflion  for  his  correfpondent,  and 
relate  moftly  to  claflical  learning  and  fine  writing,  with- 
out any  mefttfon  of  the  Roman-Catholick  religion ;  and 
they  fbew  that  Mr.  Burke  at  that  time  wasAmbitious 
of  making  a  figure  in  the  world  as  an  elegant  writer  of 
Moral  Eflays,  or  Periodical  Papers,  fuch  as  ibe  Spec* 
taior  and  the  Guardian,  after  the  example  of  Mr.  Ad* 
difon  and  Sir  Richard  Steel*  And,  indeed,  it  appears, 
that  he  and  one,  or  two,  of  his  young  friends  at  Dublin 
College,  did  actually  fet-up  a  periodical  paper  of  that 
kind  in  Dublin,  but  which  was  not  continued  for  more 
than  a  few  months.  Thefe  letters  were  lent  me  by  the 
reverend  Dr.  William  Hales,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Killesan- 
dra,  in  the  biihoprick  of  Meath,  in  Ireland,  and  were 
afterwards  returned,  according  to  his  direction.  They 
contain  nothing  very  curious,  or  intereftingy  that 
might  make  it  of  importance  to  publifli  them ;  biit 
they  do  honour  to  Mr.  Burke's  memory,  as  they  (hew 
him  to  have  been  a  friendly,  open-hearted,  well-dif- 
pofed  young  man,  with  an  ardent  love  of  elegant  learn- 
ing, and  a  laudable  defire  of  diftinguishing  himfelf  m 
the  cultivatfen  of  it :  and  they  prove,  beyond  a  doubt, 
the  falfehood  of  the  story  of  his  having  been  educated 
at  the  Jefuit*8  College  t)f  St.  Omer's.  But  it  is,  ne- 
verlhelefs,  certain,  that  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  fubsequent 
part  of  his  lif(^,  became  (though  not  perhaps  a  papift^)  a 

great 


3^73 

great  Philo'papist  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  ufe  that  ex- 
preffion,)  or  favourer  and  protestor  of  Papifts,  and  a  great 
enemy  to  all  the  Laws  both  in  Ofeat«Britain  and  Ireland 
that  had  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  prevent  them 
from  renewing  their  repeated  attempts  to  deftroy  the 
Government  in  both  countries,  to  which  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  religion  continually  excited  them :  for 
that  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  any  of  thofe 
reftraining  and  difabling  Afiis  of  Parliament  had'  beeti^ 
pafled.  And  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  in  bis  faithful 
Hiilory  of  the  feveral  rebellions  m  Ireland,  informs  us, 
in  page  35,  that,  the  firil  publick  proof  of  this  favour- 
able difpofition  of  Mr.  Burke  towards  Popery,  was 
given  by  him  in  the  year  1762,  or  the  fecond  year  of 
the  reign  ot  his  prefent  Majeily,  when  Mr.  Burke 
was  34  years  of  age,  and  had  been  married  for  fome 
yeavs  to  an  excellent  and  amiable  young  Lady,  who 
had  been  educated  in  the  Roman -Catholiok  Religion^ 
Sir  Richard  fpcaks  with  fo  much  candour  of  Mr. 
Burke,  and  with  fo  much  refpeA  for  his  uncommon 
talents  and  attainments  in  Political  knowledge  and 
wifdom,  that  I  (hall  here  infert  all  he  fays  upon 
the  fub)e£k,  and  even  the  whole  Seftion  of  bis  work 
in  which  he  fpeaks  of  him,  whicb^  is  iutitled^  '^Origin 
afike  IVUU  Boys.'* 
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THE  WHITE  BOy$.^' 

y^n  Extract  from  Sir  Richard  Mu$grav£-s 
Memoirs  of  the  Different  Rebellions  in  Ireland^ 
pages  32,  33,  34, ^46. 

*'  In  the  year  1759»  and  under  the  adminiftration  of 
At  Duke  of  Bedford,  an  alarming  fptrit  of  infurgency 
appeared  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  which  maoifefted  it? 
felf  by  the  numerous  and  frequent  rifings  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  Koman-Catholicks,  drefled  in  white  uniforms, 
whence  they  were  denominated  wkite-btnfs ;  but  they 
were  encouraged,  and  often  headed,  by  perfons  of  their 
pwn  persuasion  of  some  con6deration.  They  were 
armed  with  guns,  fwords,  and  piftols,  of  which  they 
piuadered  the  proteftants,  and  they  marched  through 
the  country,  in  military  array,  preceded  by  tbemufick  of 
bag-ptpes,  or  the  founding  of  horns.  In  their  nocturnal 
perambulations,  they  enlisted,  or  prefled  into  theif! 
fervice,  every  perfon  of  their  own  religion,  who  was 
capable  of  ferving  them,  and  bound  them  by  oaths  of 
fecrecy,  of  fidelity,  and  obedience  to  their  officers }  and 
thofe  oflScers  were  bound  by  oaths  of  |Lllegiance  to  the 
French  King,  and  Prince  Charles,  the  pretender  to  the 
Crown  of  England ;  which  appeared  by  the  confeffioQ 
and  the  information  of  several  of  the  infurgents,  foniQ 
pf  whom  were  convi£led  of  higli  treafon,  and  various 
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other  crimet.  The  pretext  they,  made -ufe  of  for  rifing.^ 
aiid  aflembUi^wasi  toredrefs  the  folio wiog  grievances  :• 
The  illegal  enclofure  of  commoas, 'i}ie  extortion  of 
ty  the-proAors,  and  the  exorbitant  fees  enabled  by  theif  • 
own  clergy,  though  it  appeared  that  they  wfre  deeply 
coocemeil  in  encouraging  and  fomenting  them,  in  t)ie 
commiQion  of  outragea. 

<<  They  committed  dreadful  barbarities  on  fuch  pert* 
fons  as  hefitated  to  obey  their  mandates,  or  refufed  to  > 
join  in  their  confederacy ;  they  cut«out  their  tongues* 
amputated  their  nofes  or  ears;  they  made  them  tide 
many  miles  in  the  night  on  horfebacky  naked  and 
bare-backed  ;  they  buried  them  nak«d,  in  graves  lined 
with  furze,  up  to  their  chins ;  they  plundered  and 
often  burned  houfcs ;  they  houghed  apd  maimed  catr 
tie;  they  feized  j^ms^  and  horfes^  which  they  rode 
about  the  country,  and  levied  money,  at  times  even 
in  the  day.  I  (hall  refer  the  reader  t«  Appendix,  No,  I. 
for  their  defigns'and  pra£tices«*  They  r^fembled  the. 
modera  defenders  in  every  refpei^,  except  in  the  title 
which  they  aflumed ;  and  their  obje&  was  C](a6lly  the 
fame^  that  of  fubverting  the  conftitution,  and  fepar« 
ating  Ireland  from  England,  with  the  alSfi^nce  qf. 
France* 

'<  TheTe  mifcreants  became  fo  formidable  in  many 
parts  of  the  Provinces  of  Leinfier  and  Muufter^  that 
many  laws,  which  I  ihall  explain  iu  the  fequel,  were 
enaAed  for  their  fpppreffion. 

*'  In  the  year  1762,  the  Majrquis  of  Drogbeda  was. 

**  ^  There  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  these  Itistirgeots  {q* 
the  Encyclopaedia  Br  itanoica,  under  the  tide  of  Ireland,  piiiiled 
bv  Jaaies  Moore  in  CoJlcge-green.  in  the  year  1790* 
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fint  to  command  a  targe  diftriA  in  the  Province  of 
of  Munfter,  and  made  Clogheen  in  tbe  County  of  Tip- 
perary^  his  head-quarters ;  at  that  time  much  difturbed 
by  the  white  boys,  who  ufed  to  assemble  in  bodies  of 
from  five  hundred  to  two  thoufand. 

^  On  the  utgbt  of  the  day  on  which  he  arrived  at 
Clogheen,  a  number  of  white  boys,  well-armed  and 
headed  by  Father  Nicholas  Sheehy,  affembled  clofe  to 
that  town,  and  were  on  the  point  of  attacking  it, 
which  induced  his  Lordfhip  to  double  the  guard.  From 
this^  the  inhabitants  of  it,  having  a  fufpicion  that  he 
was  going  to  march-out  againft  the  infurgents,  Father 
Doyle,  parifli-prieft  of  Ardfinnan,  (alluded  to  in  the 
information  of  David  Landregtn,  Appendix  No.  I.  9.) 
after  having  expoftulated  with  them  on  the  dai\ger  of 
aflauUing  the  town,  went  to.  Lord  Drogheda,  pale  and 
trembling  with  fear,  affured  his  Lordfliip  that  his  gar- 
rifon  was  in  no  danger,  and  befought  him  not  to  march- 
out  against  the  infurgents.  I  received  this  information 
from  the  Marquis  himfelf,  and  it  correfponds  exaftly 
with  the  depofition  of  Landregin. 
■  ^'  His  Lordfliip's  regiment  killed  great  numbers  of 
them,  in  that  and  the  adjacent  country ;  and  he  aflTured 
me,  that  French  money  was  found  in  the  pockets  of 
fbme  of  them. 

*'  His  Lordfhip,  during  his  refidence  there,  took  the 
famous  Father  Nicholas  Sheehy,  who  was  afterwards 
hanged  at  Clonmel.  He  had  been  a  noted  leader  of 
the  White-boys,  and  inciled  them  to  commit  tnurder^ 
and  various  outrages  i  and  yet  his  memory  is  held  in 
fach  veneration  by  the  popi(h  multitude,  and  the  clay 
of  his  tomb  is  fuppofed  to  be  endued  with  fuch  fuper- 
aatural  powers^  that  various  miraculous  cures  are'im- 
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puttd'toit;  in  confequcncc  of  which,  his  in  fuch  re-' 
queft  among  the  popifh  rabbfe,  that  the  fexton  of  the 
church,  where  the  body  was  interred,  is  obliged  very' 
often  to  renew  it. 

'*  The  Marquifs  of  Droghcda  took,  in  the  Caftle  of 
Cahir,  the  domeftick  chaplain  of  the  then  Lord  Cahir, 
who  conftantly  refided  with  his  Lordfliip,  on  ferious 
charges  againft  him  for  high  treafon. 

**  It  is  moftcertain,  that  ihewkite^boy  fyftem  was  at  firft 
formed  to  co-operate  with  the  French,  who  meditated 
an  invaiion  of  Ireland  under  Conflans  ;  but  when  that 
was  defeated,  and  even  during  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
the  barbarous  rabble,  free  from  all  moral  reftraint, 
elate  with  the  hope  of  plunder,  and  fraught  with  dis- 
afiedion  to  a  Proteftant  (late,  continued  to  commit  the 
mod  horrid  enormities  in  many  parts  of  Leinfterand 
Munfter,  for  above  twenty-five  years  after. 

"  John  Twohy  ftates  in  his  information,  that  they 
begun  to  enlift  men  for  the  French  fo  early  as  the 
year  1756.    Sec  Appendix,  No.  I.  7. 

**  At  firft  they  were  headed,  marfhalled,  and  difci- 
plined,  by  officers  who  had  ferved  in  the  Irifli  brigades^ 
in  the  French  fervice;  but  when  peace  was  concluded, 
their  leaders  confided  of  popifli  fanners  and  perfonsin 
a  mean  fituation. 

**  Mr.  Conway,  an  Irifli  Roman- Catholick  gentle-- 
man}  refident  at  Paris,  ufed  to  remit  money  to  them, 
on  the  part,  and  by  the  orders,  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment ;  and  fome  popifli  merchants,  of  the  province  of 
Munfter,  who  received  and  diftributed  it  among  the 
infurgents,  were  afterwards  Members  of  the  Catholick 
Committee  in  1792. 

<^«In  the  year  l782,  they  committed  fuch  dreadful 

ezceffcf 


S78 

e^cf  &e6  in  the  South  of  Irelandythat  Sir  Richard  Aft^n^ 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Coromon  Pleas,  was  lent 
dpwD  with  a  fpecial  comiQiflioa  to  try  them  ;  and  the 
miftaken  lenity  which  he  (hewed  them^  in  the  course 
of  his  circuity  was  fuch,  that  it  encouraged ihem  to  per- 
fevere  in  the  compniffion  pf  enormities  for  Tome  years 

after. 

'^  The  late  Earl  of  Carrick  atid  the  Reverend  Mr, 
Hewetfonf  in  the  County  of  Kilkenny,  Sir  Thomas 
Maude,  Baronet,  (afterwards  I^rd  de  Montalt,)  William 
Bagwell  and  John  Bagenall,  Efquires,  of  the  County 
of  Tipperary,  tpok  a  very  a^ive  part  in  fupprelSng  the 
Whit^  Boys  ;  for  which  they  were  as  much  traduced 
and  vilified  as  the  Orange  anen,  yeomen,  and  4II  loyal 
fiibjc^s,  who  endeavoured  to  put -down  the  de- 
fenders, 

"  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  pf  Dublin  were  so 
much  inoenfipd  at  this,  that  they  voted  an  addrefs  of 
tbanlcs.  Appendix  I^  6.  to  the  Earl  of  Carrick,  and 
thofe  gentlemen^  for  their  fpiiited  and  laudable  extfrn 
tions.  It  appears  by  the  examination  of  David  Landrc« 
yn,  (Appendix  No.  1, 2)  that  a  party  of  White  5oys 
took  a  solemp  oath,  in  the  Town  of  Qlomnel,  to  aflaf* 
Qnate  th^  E^rl  of  Carrick  apd  the  other  gentlemen. 
OfMr.  Ed-  *'  As  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  always  (hewed  a^ 
Bufke  decided  attachment  jto  Poppry,  manifefted  it  for  the 
fjrft  time  on  this  occafion,  I  (liall,  in  touching  on 
it,  relate  a  few  of  the  early  circomftances  of  his  life. 

'*  In  doing  fo^  I  muft  premife,  that  I  do  not  meai^ 
to  difpar^ge  him.  I  hs^d  the  honour  of  being  acquainted 
with  him:  and  I  was  fo  fenfible  of  his  exalted  moral 
and  intcUedjual  expellence,  that  I  gave  the  following 
ehara£tcr  of  him  in  a  pamphlet  publiOied  in  Lon^lon 

by 


579 

by  J.  fk^duUle  ia  >794j  n^hicb  wai  Uoiioti  in  &» 
Mootbly  Review  of  April,  1795: 

^'/Hia.boQkon  Frcpcb  afiairs  contiins  more  political: 
^fitdomp  and  more  profound  knowledge  of  pradicalr^^^i*^- 
government,    than  any  that  ever  appeared;   and  io'onthe 
ftaare  fige$  wilj  i/fnd  to  en4^af  the  Qritifli  ponftitution  l^^^ 

%o  Mb  (ubjefU* 

'5  ]  he  bright  effulgence  of  bis  genius,  like  the  fun, 
faifed-up  foqie  buzzing  iQfe£i9,  who  cavilled  at  the 
doftriney  which  he  advanced ;  but  the  ftatc  of  France 
jproves  the  futility  pf  their  aflj^iona^  aQ^  th^t  he  fpoke 
prophetic  truth. 

f  *  His  long  and  luminous  life,  devoted  to  the  catife 
4>f  wiA)om  and  virtue,  waa  more  bright  ip  ita  fetting, 
than  \hfi  n)eri<Jiao  l>laze  of  mod  other  geniufes/ 

*^  He  was  the  fun  of  ^  popifli  Solicitor  in  Dublin,  at 
the  Univerfity  of  which  be  received  his  education;  but 
I  have  been  alTured  by  hia  coniempoiaries,  that  be  did 
not,  in  the  cou/fe  of  it,  difplay  any  fymptoms  of  thofe 
Diining  abilities,  which  afterwards  made  the  progrefa 
of  his  life  fo  brilliant. 

^*  Sopn  after  he  went  to  thfs  Tepiple  tq  fiudy  the  la^, 
he  married  a  daughter  of  Do&or  Nugent,  who  bad 
been  bred  at  Doway,  in  Flanders,  and  wa^  a  mofi  bi* 
gotted  Romanift.  A  y.ear  after  he  had  gone  to  the 
Temple,  Mr.  Griifiih,  who  was  at  that  time  ferving 
^is  apprentic.e(hip  to  Mr.  Burjce's  father,  tnfprmed  me, 
fhat  his  ma%r  fent  him  to  London),  relative  to  fome 
law-bnfinefa,  and  that  Mr.  fklmMud  Bvirke  detailed 
him  many  days  longer  t))an  he  bad  permiiliqn  to  rer 
main  there:  that  d^iring  his  ftay,  be  feemed . miict| 
agitated  in  bis  ipind,  and  that,  when  iliey  were  alonei 
^t  fr^quen^ly  introduced  religipn.  a^  a  topick  of  cpnr 
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vtrfatton,  iiid  kxiy  that  h«  had  ftrongreafmii  for  think* 
ing  more  favourably  of  the  Romiih  perfaafion  than  be 
formerly  did.  '  For  thefe  reafons,  this  gentleman  aflbred 
me,  he  verily  bdieved,  that  he  was  become  a  convert 
to  Popery.  -i' 

*^  Soon  after  this  gentleman's  return^  Mr.  Bui^e, 
fenior^  having  heard  a  report  that  his  fon  had  really 
Qhanged  his  reiigion,  was  much  concerned  at  it ;  be- 
caufe  he  had  entertained  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  that 
be  would  acquire  great  wealth  and  fame  at  the  Irifli 
bar,  from  pra&ifing  at  which  Romanifts  were  excluded 
by  law. 

**  He  therefore  employed  Mr.  Bowen,  his  brother- 
in-law,  who,  as  a  linen  merchant,  had  a  very  extenfive 
correfpondence  in  London,  to  make  ftrift  enquiry 
about  the  converfion  of  his  fon. 
•  '*  Some  days  after,  Mr.  Bowen  entered  his  office,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  the  gentleman  who  gave  me  this  in- 
formation, threw  him  a  letter,  faying,  ^  There,  your 
fen  is  moft  certainly  become  a  Roman-Catholick.'  On 
reading  the  letter,  Mr.  Burke  became  furious,  lament- 
ing  that  the  rifing  hope  of  his  family  was  blafted,  and 
that  the  expence  he  had  been  at  in  his  fon's  education 
was  now  thrown-away. 

''As  feme  of  the  greateft  men,  even  at  an  advanced 
period  of  life,  have  become  (laves  to  the  paffion  of  Love, 
it  is  very  poffible  that  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  fpring  of  life) 
when  its  influence  is  irrefiftible,  and  endued  with  a 
lively  imagination,  and  all  the  tendemefs  of  fenfibility, 
might  have  conformed  to  the  exterior  ceremonies  of 
Popery,  to  obtain  Mifs  Nugent,  of  whom  he  was  very 
much  enamoured ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  a 
perfon  of  fo  vigorous  and  highly-cultivated  an  under* 
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Handing,  tould  have  continued  under  the  (heckles  of 
that  abfurd  iuperftition. 

^^  At  laft,  when  he  bad  ferved  a  fufficicot  number  of 
terms  to  be  called  to  the  bar^  he  refufed  to  eturn  to  his 
native  country,  declaring,  that  the  climate  of  it  dif- 
agreed  with  htm ;  and  that  he  expeAed  to  get  fome  ^ 
employmtfnt  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion  in  America,  ^ 
through  one  of  the  Grenville*  family.  He  therefore  re-  i 
mained  in  London,  where  he  fubfifted  chiefly  by  his 
pen,  and  he  foon  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  ce« 
lebrity,  as  a  writer,  and  a  man  of  genius,  by  his  pub- 
lication of  his  Treatise  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful* 
and  by  his  Vindication  of  Natural  Society,  in  imitation 
of  Lord  Boltngbroke,  which  introduced  him  to  the 
notice  and  acquaintance  of  Mr.*  Hamilton.  When  that 
gentleman  came  to  Ireland,  as  Secretary  to  the  £arl 
of  Halifax,  he,  wiihing  to  avail  himfelf  of  Mr.  Burke's 
talents,  folicited  him  to  attend  him,  but  in  no  official 
capacity  ;  and  he  accordingly  complied. 

"  He  accompanied  him  a  fecond  time  to  Dublin,  when 
Mr.fiamilton  was  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land ;  and  was  rewarded  with  a  penfion  of  300l.  a-year. 

*^  When  they  returned  to  England,  Mr.  Hamilton 
intended  to  have  fpoken  a  fpeech  on  the  peace  in  the 
year  1 763,  which  he  had  prevailed  on  Mr.  Burke  to 
compose* 

<^It  unfortunately  happened,  that,  as  he  was  about  to 
rife,  Mr.  Charles  Townlhend  entered  the  houfe  ;  and, 
as  his  wit  and  eloquence  had  been  always  terrifick 
to  him,  his  appearance  palfied  his  exertions,  and  ftruck 
him  dumb.  Mr.  Burke,  enraged  at  this,  (as  they  had 
united  their  talents  in  a  kind  of  partnerfbip)  faid,  with 


**  •  William  Otrrard  Hamilton,  ^q. 


foiffe  wartntK,  *  What  frgnifi^  my  Snaking  fpeechcs  fbt 
yoU|  Mr  hen  you  cannot  f[itak  them  ?^ 

'^  A  warm  altercation  enfeued,  in  the  couffe  of  which 
Mr.  Hamilton  Informed  Mr.  Burke,  that  he  had  been 
bverpaid  ;  oti  which  Mr.  Burke,  with  becoming  Tptrit, 
refigned  hispenflon,  which  was  afterwards  given  to  a 
gentleman  who  enjoys  it  at  this  time.  Mr.  Mc.  Cor- 
mick,  in  his  LiF6  of  Mr.  Burke,  is  miRaken  in  this 
circumliance.  llieii'  quarrel  became  a  matter  of 
Curiofity  and  debate,  in  the  fuperior  circles  of  fociety, 
in  which  the  partisans  on  eaeh  fidef  were  very  wanri. 

'<  The  difcuffion  of  this  affair  introduced  Mr.  BurUe 
to  the  notice  of  Lord  Rockingham,  who  having  formed  • 
a  friendOiip  for  him,  made  him  to  under-fecretary  rn 
the  Treafury;  but  having  loft  that  employment  in  fix 
months,  the  period  of  his  lordfbip's  adminiftration, 
he  brought  him  iiito  Parliament,  where  the  elo. 
quence  and  the  great  inteHe£tnal  powers  difplayed  in 
his  fpeeches,  will  remain  a  Ariking  and  an  eternal 
monument  of  his  genius. 

**  When  the  enormities  committed  by  theWhit#B6ys 
were  about  to  draw  on  them  the  vengeance  of  thellatt, 
and  (bme  time  before  Sir  Richard  Aften  proceeded  ott 
his  commiflion  to  try  them,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  feat 
his  brother  Richardy  (who  died  Hecortierof  Briftol,)  xod 
Mr.  Nagle,  a  relation,  on  a  million  to  Munfter>  to  levy 
Money  on  the  Popifh  body,  for  the  ufe  of  the  White 
Boys,  who  were  exclufively  Papiils. 

*'Some  Roman^Gatholicks  complained  bitterly  of  tbe^ 
fams  of  money  which  they  extorted  from  them.  *  The 
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"•"I  have  no  other  proof  that  these  gentlemen  wercemployed^ 
by  Mr.  Burke,  than  that  they  declared  to  without  reserve  to 
the  penon»lrom  vfaottk  they  obtaiaed'  money.'   In  doio|^  so^ 
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defpotifnr  which  the  RocniOi  prelate^  hAVe  6Ver  thdr 
own  body  is  fuch|  that  they  can  at  any  time  levy  large 
funis  of  motey  on  them,  to  promote  the  intereft  of 
their  Church,  which  is  a  mod  dangerous  engine  in  a 
welUgoverened  ftate.  The  open  and  general  exercife 
of  it  in  the  years  1792,  and,  1793,  and  again  in  1794 
and  \795,  was  fuflScient  to  create  an  alarm  in  the  Go- 
vernment. At  tbofe  periods,  fome  of  the  lower  clafles 
of  people  in  Munfter  complained  loudly  of  the  eX* 
adions  pradf  fed  on  them ;  and,  on  being  afted,  for 
what  purpofe  they  were  ?  they  anfwered,  that  they  had 
madq  that  enquir}*,  and  were  informed,  at  one  time, 
that  it  was  to  obtain  for  them  the  eledive  franchife;  at 
another,  to  procure  the  privilege  of  fitting  in  Parlia- 
ment for  perfons  of  their  own  perfuafion.  It  is  well 
known  that  Mr.  William  Todd  Jones  was  their  waroi 
partisan  while  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons* ;  and,  from 
the  imtemperate  zeal  with  which  fome  members  of  that 
body  (bowed  in  promoting  their  defigns,  it  was  univer-> 
fally  believed  that  tbey  were  aftuated  by  finiftcr  mo- 
tives. 

^<  h  was  ftrongly  fufpeded,  that  a  perfon  in  an 
elevated  fituation  in  England,  from  his  fingular  per- 
tinacity in  adhering  to  their  caufe,  when  in  adtial  and 
open  rebellion,  had  received  fome  of  their  contribn- 
tions;  and  the  debates  which  took  place  in  the  Romifh 
Convention  in  the  year  1792,  and  which  the  reader 
will  fee  in  the  fequel,  and  the  fudden,  fuccefsfol,  and 

h«  might  have  been  actuated    by  motive3  of  charity   and 
humanity. 

*'  *  Mr.  Jones  afterwards  aQcuacd,  in  the  publick  prints,  the 

Catholick  Committor,  of  not  giving  him  the  whole  of  the 

«inney  which  the)[  had  promised  to  pay  blm.   ^     . 
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uacxpeAed  ium  wbich  fh^it  ^^fi  i^pk  /in  the  year 
•  1793,  left  very  little  room  to  dpvbt^  .but  that  fome 
,  extraordii^iry  fecpiet  influcDcie  w^  ea^rtod  in  Sag* 
land*. 

<'  Id  the  year  17^7i  there  appeared  a  very  fingular 
and  unqueftionable  proof  that  ihofe  dodrinea  of  the 
Romifli  Churchy  which  .>had  dillarbed  the  peace  of 
many  proteftant  countries^ ever  fince  the  Reform^tioor 
took  place,  exifted  in  full  force  in  Ireland. 

'^  In  that  year,  a  bill  wasantroduced  iBto  the  Houfe 
of  Lordsy  to  fecure  the  Proteflant  fucceffion ;  in  which 
there  was  an  oath  of  allegiance. 
Objection       ^^  Thomas  Burke^  titular  Bifliop  of  Oflbry,  and  pnblick 
^^h^Bttho  htftoriographer  to  the  Dominican  Order  in  Ireland, 
of  Oawry  to  made  the  following  obfervations  on  that  oath.    After 
(Ath  onaie.  animadverting  on  the  feverity  of  fetting  afide  the  dif- 
fcins'^^     lerent  foreign  branches  of  the  Stuart  family,  he  fays, 
Gcofise  the  «  Would  it  not  exceed  the  greateft  imaginable  abfurd- 
ity,  that  a  Catholick  Prieft,  who  in(lru£b  his  Catho- 
IicJl  people  in  the  will  of  God,  from  fcripture  and  tra- 
dition, by  his  difcourfe  and  a£lionS|  and  nouriiheth 
them  with  the  Sacrament  of  the  Church,  (hall  fwear 
^delity  to  King  George,  as  long  as  he  profefleth  a  he- 
terodox religion,  or  has  a  wife  of  that  religion ;  that 
then,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  fame  Catholick  Prieft  ought 
inftantly  to  abjure  the  very  King  to  whom  he  had 
before  fwom  allegiance."     Impiety  moft  horrible  f  1 

**  Thomas  Burke  was  made  Titular  Bifliop  of  Ofibry 
in  1759,  and  died  at  Kilkenny  in  September  1776.  He 
was,  as  he  frequently  tells  us,  a  favourite  of  Pope  Be* 
nedift  XIV.,  was  a  man  of  refpeftable  learning,  and 

*'«  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  allude  to  any  of  his  Majesty's 

Ministers,  whose  honour  and  integrity  are  far  above  my  praise* 

**  t  Hiberoica  Dominicana,  page  723* 
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pcrfcAly  well  acquainted  with  the  (lofirines  of  the  Rp- 
mifli  Church,  ihe  bulls  and  epiftles  of  the  Popes,  and 
the  fentinients  of  the  Iriih  Roman  Catholicks  ;  and 
yet  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  Irifti  Clergy  have  had  the 
efirontery  and  duplicity  to  vilify  the  talents  and  inform- 
ation of  this  writer,  and  to  reprefent  him  as  a  dotard, 
haunted  with  dreams  of  pontifical  omnipotence.  But. 
fuch  perverfion  of  truth,  and  fuch  vamifhing  of  odious 
doflrines,  are  only  calculated  to  deceive,  and  can  im- 
pofe  on  no  rational  man;  for  all  the  tenets  contained 
in  his  book  were  carried  into  practice  during  the  late 
rebellion. 

"Burke,after  reciting  part  of  Pope  Paul  V.'s  bull,  en- 
couraging the  Jrifh  in  the  rebellion,  exclaims.  Quid 
celebrius  ?     Quid  infignius  *? 

*^  On  the  6ight  pf  King  James  II.  he  fi^a,  that  be  fea- 
fpnably  left  the  Britilh  nation,  whom  be  brands  as 
perjurers  and  traitors,  who  confpired  againft  his  life^ 
fubje£l  to  the  fiavcry  of  this  new  Cromwell  (meaning 
King  William,)  vilissimi  novi  luijus  Cromwelli  ser^ 
vitute, 

^^  The  firft  part  of  his  Hibemifia  Dominicana  was 
printed  at  Kilkenny,  in  the  year  1762,  the  fecond  in 
l^^%t  both  by  Edmund  Finn ;  but  it  was  dated  to  have 
be^n  publiflied  at  Cologne,  Colonia  AgrippiiugM 

"  In  fpeaking  of  the  Gun-Powder-Plot,  he  fays,  it 
was  an  invention,  and  that  the  gun-powder  wasfecretly 
put  under  the  Parliament-Houfe,  by  the  order  of  Sir 
William  Cecil,  to  afford  a  fpecious  pretext  for  extir- 
pating all  the  Catholicks  of  England.  ^ 

''  Again,  in  the  year  1768,  when  an  oath  of  allegiance 
*to  be  taken  by  the  Roman-Catholicks  of  Ireland,  was 

I  n 
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m  tlie  contemplation  of  Parliament^  Tbovnas  Maria 
Ghillini,  the  Pope's  legate  at  Bruflels,  who  bad  a 
complete  controul  and  fuperin tendance  over  all  the 
northern  churches,  and  fpoke  ex  caihedrd,  made  the 
following  animadverfions  on  that  oath,  in  four  letters 
to  the  Titular  Archbifliops  of  Ireland;  and  thefe 
letters  are  ftyled  by  Thomas  Burke,  (who  publifhed 
them  in  his  Hibemica  Dominicana,)  litercB  veri  aurecB 
cedrbque  dtgna^ 

**  The  legate  treats  the  claufes  in  the  propofed  oath, 
containing  a  declaration  of  abhorrence  and  deteftation 
of  the  dodrines,  '^  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with 
hereticks ;  and  that  Princes,  deprived  by  the  Pope, 
may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjeds,^  as  ab-> 
folutely  intolerable ;  becaufe,  he  fays,  thofe  dodr^ncs 
are  defended  and  contended-for  by  moft  Catholick 
nations,  and  the  Holy  See  has  frequently  foUowed 
them  in  praAice.  On  the  whole  he  decides,  that,  as 
the  oath  is  in  its  whole  extent  unlawful,  fo  in  its  p^- 
KB.  tare  it  is  invalid,  null,  and  of  no  effeft;  infomuch 
that  it  can  by  no  means  bind  or  oblige  eonfciences*." 

<'  It  is  well  known,  that  fimilar  decifions  have  been 
uniformly  made  by  the  Roman  pontiffs,  on  the  validity 
of  oaths  any  way  detrimental  to  the  Holy  See.  In 
the  late  rebellion,  the  Fopifli  muhitude,  and  many 
of  the  Romiih  clergy  and  gentlemen,  paid  no  regard 
whatever  to  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

^  When  the  Emperor  and  the  Roman-CathoUck 
Princes  of  Germany  concluded  a  peace  called  the 
Treaty  of  Weftphalia,  in  the  year  164^,  with  the  Pro- 
teftant  Princes,  they  mutually  bound  each  othof  by  a 

*  Page  925*  This  was  in  the  supplement  of  that  work  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1772. 
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folemn  otth,  to  (he  obfervatice  of  it ;  on  which  the 
Pope  publiihed  a  flaming  bull>  in  which  he  pronounced 
the  oath  to  be  null  and  void,  as  no  oath  could  bind 
them  to  hereticks.  This  bull  was  expofed  by  Horn* 
beck,  a  famous  German  divine,  in  a  work  entitled, 
**  Examen  bullee  papaltSj  qui  Innocentiui  X.  cbrogart 
nititur  pacem  GermanicB** 

**  The  condu£k  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland^  from 
the  beginning  of  his  prefent  Majesty*s  reign,  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1793,  prefents  the  reader  with  afi  un- 
interrupted feries  of  blunders  in  politicks. 

'<  All  our  difgraces  and  mitfortunetf  are  to  be  found 
in  the  hiAory  of  our  penal  laws,  and  in  the  feeble 
execuuon  of  them^  beginning  with  the  third  of  George 
III.  cap.  19.  for  indemnifying  all  fuch  perfons  as  have 
been»  or  {hall  be  aiding  in  the  difperfing  of  riotd,  and 
apprehending  the  rioters^  which  was  enaSed  for  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  White-boys.  As  the  boldnefs  and 
temerity  of  thefe  infurgents  continued  to  encreafe^ 
the  fifth  of  George  III.  cap*  8.  paffed,  and  was  en«* 
titled,  '^  An  Aft  to  prevent  the  future  tumultuous  rifings 
of  perfons  within  this  kingdom .''  The  want  of  eft- 
forcing  the  falotary  provifions  of  thefe  laws  tended  tq 
encourage  the  White-boys  in  the  commiflSon  of  atroci- 
ties for  above  twenty  years  after.  About  the  year 
1773,  that  fyAem  of  conciliation  and  conceiSon,  which 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  late  rebellion,  begat^;  for, 
while  this  Popifli  banditti,  encouraged  by  their  clergy, 
were  committing  the  mod  dreadful  enormttief,  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  of  Geoi^  III.  cap.  35,  to  ena- 
ble Roman-Catholicks  to  teiKfy  their  allegiance  to  hi$ 
Majefly  by  oath,  was  enafted }  but  the  tifily  aftd  ab- 
furdity  of  that  law  were  fully  proved  by  th^  necel&ty 
of  paffing,  foon  after,  the  thirteenth  antf  fbttit^tnth  of 
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George  III.  cap.  45.  lo  prevent  malicious  cutting  and 
wounding,  and  to  punifli  offenders^  called  tfW*^*; 
for  the  aflaffin  in  the  morning  teftified  his  alle- 
giance to  his  King,  and  at  night,  with  his  chalking 
knife,  renounced  his  allegiance  to  his  God,  bj 
mangling  and  maiming  his  fel)ow*crealiire,  and 
houghing  his  cattle. 

"As  the  barbarous  excefies  committed  by  the  White- 
boys  continued  to  encreafe,  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth 
of  George  III.  cap.  21.  was  enabled  againft  them.  It 
recites  that  the  fifth  of  George  IIL  cap.  8.  was  infufli- 
ficient  for  fuppreffing  them ;  and  it  ftates,  <^  That  they 
aflembled  riotoufly,  mjured  perfonsand  property,  com« 
pelled  perfons  to  quit  the^  abode,  impofed  oaths  and 
declarations  by  menaces,  fent  threatening  and  incendiary 
letters,  obftru£ted  the  export  of  com,  and  deftroyed 
the  fame."  This  is  an  exa£k  defcription  of  the  de* 
fenders*. 

'*  As  their  turbulence  and  ferocity  continued  to 
eucreafcj  and  as  tbey  made  a  conftant  praftice  of 
houghing  foldiers  in  a  wanton  and  unprovoked  niaoBer, 
the  chalking  a£t  was  expended,  and  amended  by  the 
feventeenth  and  eighteenth  of  George  III.  cap.  49. 

'[  Conceilion  and  conciliation  holding  pace  with  an 
encrea(e  of  the  enormities  committed  by  thofe  favages, 
2^  law  pafled  foon  after,  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth 
of  George  IIL  cap.  49.  to  enable  Roman-Catholicks 
to  take  leafes  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years, 
or  five  lives,  at  any  rent ;  and  by  it,  all  lands  of  which 
a  Roman*Catholick  was  at  that  time  feized,  were 
made  defcendible,  devifable,  and  transferable,  as  fully 
as  if  the  fame  were  in  the  feifin  of  any  other  perfon. 

*[  The  preamble  of  this  aft  recites,  <  That  for  their 
nniform  peace^Ie  behaviour,   for  a  long  feries  of 
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yearsj  it  appears  reafonable  and  expedient  to  relax 
feve'ral  of  their  incapacities  and  difabililies.'  .  The 
falfity  and  inconfiftency  of  this  aiTertion  will  be  an 
eternal  ftain  on  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

*'  There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  Romanifts  had 
fome  hired  agents  in  that  aflembly  at  this  period.  A 
(Irong  argument  in  favour  of  an  Union  ! 

^  As  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  thefe  indulgencies, 
this  infamous  banditti  proceeded  to  commit  greater 
enormities  than  they  had  praAiced  before^  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  legiflature  were  obliged  to  pafs 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  of  George  III.  cap.  37. 
and  the  title  of  it  will  (hew  how  neceflary  it  was : 
'  An  AA  to  prevent  the  deteftable  praAice  of  houghing 
cattle,  burning  houfes,  bams,  haggards,  and  com^  and 
for  other  purpofes.' 

•^Though  they  continued io  commit  their  ufual  excef- 
fes,  the  legiOature,  aftuated  by  what  was  called  Liberality 
of  sentifMntf  put  the  Roman-Catholicks  on  the  fame 
footing  with  Proteftants,  as  to  property,  in  the  year 
1782;  and  almoft  the  whole  of  the  reAri£live  lawi 
were  repealed.  The  volunteers  checked,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  barbarous  outrages  committed  by  the  White- 
boys,  from  the  year  1780  to  the  year  1784,  when  the 
inftitution  began  to  languifh ;  and  then  we  find  them 
as  furious  as  ever  in  the  province  of  Leinfter.  This 
proves  how  neceifary  a  numerous  and  well-armed 
police,  confifting  of  proteftants,  is  to  the  profperity  of 
Ireland. 

"  In  December,  1784,  a  body  of  White-boys  broke 
into  the  houfe  of  John  Mafon,  a  Proteftant,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkeni^y,  in  the  night,  placed  him  naked 
on  horfeback,  and  having  carried  him  in  this  manner 
five  or  fix  miles  from  his  houfe^  they  cut-off  his  ears, 
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add  in  that  ftate  buried  him  up  to  his  chin^  they 
alio  robbed  him  of  his  fire-ann8*« 

**  This  year  they  were  fo  outrageous  in  the  Province 
of  L^iniler,  particularly  in  the  County  of  Kilkenny, 
ibat  a  denunciation  was  read  ag»nft  them  in  all  the 
Popifli  chapels  in  the  diocefe  of  Oflbry,  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  November,  1784. 

**  This  was  a  flrong  proof  of  the  returning  loyalty  and 
obedience  to  the  law$  of  the  Popifh  clergy  of  that 
diocefe;  or,  if  they  were  infincere  and  fecretly  encou- 
raged the  White-boys  as  much  as  formerly,  of  their 
extreme  duplicity. 

<<  As  Doctor  Butler,  brother  of  Mr.  Butler  of  Bally- 
ragget,  and  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Ormond,  was  at  that 
time  titular  Archbifhop  of  Cafliel,  a  gentleman  who 
was  finccrely  loyal,  it  is  very  likely  that  be  prevailed 
on  his  clergy  to  adopt  this  procedure.  He  (hould  not 
be  confounded  with  Doctor  Butler,  who  waa  in  that 
See  when  the  White-boys  began  their  exceflea. 

**  All  thefe  privileges  were  granted  with  a  good 
grace  by  Parliament,  and  they  met  with  no  oppofition 
frpm  the  conftituent  body,  who  were  at  that  time  ex« 
elufively  Proteftants. 

<<  Notwithftanding  fuch  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
Proteflant  ftate,  the  White-boys  ftill  continued  to 
commit  aodurna!  depredations  in  different  parts  of 
]>infter  and  Munfter, ;  but  in  the  latter  they  were 
fUcceeded  by  a  fet  of  infurgents  called  &^ht-boys  in 
1786,  who  refembled  them  in  every  refped,  except  in 
the  title  which  tbey  afliimed«  Their  proceedings^ 
chiefly  dire6^ed  againft  the  Proteftant  clergy,  were  not 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  I.  8.  for  a  few  ipecimens  of  White-boy 
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ihe  wild  and  extravagant  efforts  of  raih  and  ignorant 
peafants^  but  a  dark  and  deep-laid  fchetne,  planned 
by  men  fldlled  in  the  law  and  the  artifices  by  which  it 
might  be  evaded.  Such  men  fuggefted  to  the  farmen^ 
to  enter  into  a  combination  under  the  fanfiion  of  ah 
oath,  not  to  take  their  tythes,  or  to  aflift  any  clergy- 
man in  drawing  them. 

^'  Some  of  the  Protefiant  gentlemen  hoping  to  ex« 
onerate  their  eftates  of  tythes,  by  the  machinations  and 
enormities  of  thefe  traitors,  fecretly  encouraged  themf 
and  others  connived  at  their  excefles,  till  they  began  to 
oppofe  the  payment  of  rent^  and  the  recovery  of  money 
by  legal  procefs ;  and  then  they  came  forward  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Law. 

''  A  form  of  a  fummons  to  the  clergy  to  draw  their 
tythe,  penned  with  legal  accuracy,  was  printed  ai( 
Cork,  and  circulated  with  great  diligence  through 
many  parts  of  Munfter.  In  order  to  make  the  comr 
bination  univerfal,  fome  of  the  moft  a&ive  and  intelli* 
gent  members  of  it  adminiftered  oaths  to  all  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  at  the  Romifh  Chapels  and  market- 
towns. 

To  varnifli  over  the  knavery  and  turpitude  of  their, 
defigns,  they  publifhed  a  tything-table^  according  to 
which  they  pretended  that  they  would  pay  the  clergy ; 
but- to  which  they  did  not  adhere ;  and,  ^ if  they  bad 
done  fo,  it  would  not  have  a£(brded  them  a  fubfiftenc^« 
Befides,  by  fwearing  not  to  hire  horfes  to  them,  and  by 
a  great  number  of  them  combining  to  fever  the  ty  the^ 
tad  draw  their  com,  on  the  fame  day,  they  completely 
robbed  them  of  their  property;  and  the  Proteftant 
clergy  would  a&ually  have  ftarved,  but  that  an  A&  of 
Parliament  pafled  in  the  year  1787,  to  enable  them  to 
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recover  the  tythes  of  which  they  had  been  defrauded 
in  this  manner. 

•  **  At  laft,  the  Proteftant  clergy  in  the  County  of  Cork 
were  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  menaces  and  infults 
which  they  received  from  them,  that  many  were  obli- 
ged to  fly  to  the  City  of  Cork  for  proteAion.  Thefe 
traitors  foon  proceeded  from  one  aSt  of  violence  to 
another,  and  eftabliftied  fuch  a  fyftem  of  terror,  that 
landlords  were  afraid  to  diftrain  for  rent,  or  to  fue  by 
Avil  procefs  for  money  due  by  note.  They  took  arms 
from  Protcftants,  and  levied  money  to  buy  ammu* 
nftibn.  Tbcy  broke  open  goals,  fet  fire  to  bay  and  com, 
jftirf  even  to  houfes,  efpecially  to  thofe  occupied  by  the 
army.  At  laft  they  had  the  audacity  to  threaten  the 
Cities  of  Limerick  and  Cork,  and  the  Town  of  Ennis, 
the  capital  of  Clare,  with  famine;  and  took  roeafures 
tb  prevent  farmers  and  fifhermen  from  conveying  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  to  them.  They  proceeded  by  fuch  a 
regular  fyftem,  that  they  eAabliflied  a  kind  of  poft-ofEce^ 
for  communication,  by  which  they  conveyed  their 
notices  with  celerity  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  their 
riieetifigs,  Xvhich  were  frequent  and  numerous. 

*^  This  fpirit  of  riot  and  infurreAion  occafioned  the 
paffing  of  a  law  in  the  year  1787,  drawn  by  theprefent, 
lord  Clare,  entitled,  **  An  Aft  to  prevent  tumultuous 
riflngs  and  aflemblies,  and  for  the  more  effectual  pu- 
nifhment  of  perfons  guilty  of  outrage,  riot,  and  illegal 
combination,  and  of  adminiftering  and  taking  unlaw* 
flit  oaths;*'  and  in  the  formation  of  that  law,  he 
(hewed  the  fame  political  wifdom,  and  firmnefs  of  mind, 
which  he  evinced  on  all  fubfequent  occafions.  By. 
that  law  Government  were  empowered  to  raife  an 
aftmed   police   in   any  county   they  chofe;    and   the 
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inlrodu&ion  of  it  into  the  Counties  of  Kilkenny, 
Tipperary,  Cork^  and  Kerry^  occafioned  fuch  a  re- 
volution in  the  mocals  and  manners  of  their  inha- 
bitants^ and  was  fo  efficient  in  prefervisg  focial 
order,  that  fome  of  the  principal  landholders  in  them 
declared  openly  in  Parliament,  that  their  eftates  ^-  B. 
were  encreafed  two  years  purchafe  in  value  by  that 
falutary  ftatute. 

*^  An  ingenious  foreigner  obferved  to  me^  that  he 
never  faw  a  country  in  which  fo  many  proclamations 
were  iflued  againft  malefaAors,  and  the  commiffion 
of  crimes,  as  in  Ireland;  a  fure  proof  of  the  feeble 
execution  of  the  laws ! 

**  At  laft,  DoAor  Woodward,  Biftiop  of  Cloy  ne,  or  Dr. 
{hocked  and  alarmed  at  feeing  his  clergy  driven  from  wtid/si- 
their  houfes  to  the  City  of  Cork,  whither  they  went  j!j^P  °' 
for  an  afylum,  and  that  a  confpiracy  was  formed  for 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  Proteftant  Churchy  wrote  a  very 
able  pamphlet,  dating  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
infurredion  in  Munfier,  hoping  thereby  to  roufe  Go* 
vemment  to  take  mcafures  for  its  defence. 

'^Nolhingmarked  fo  Arongly  the  depravity  of  the  times, 
as  the  malignant  attacks,  attended  with  fcurrility  and 
abufe,  which  were  made  on  this  amiable  prelate^  for 
this  feafonable  and  fpirited  difcharge  of  his  pafioral 
duty.  I  had  the  honour  of  being  well  acquainted 
with  him,  and  I  never  knew  a  perfon  more  profoundly 
and  elegantly  learned,  or  fo  well  verfed^  not  only  in 
every  thing  that  concerned  the  ecclefiailical  depart- 
ment, but  in  the  various  duties  of  every  line  of  focial 
life.  Having  vifited  every  part  of  the  Continent^  he 
fpoke  the  modem  languages  with  great  fluency  and 
purity,  and  had  uncommon  eafe  and  affability  of 
manner. 

«He 
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<'  He  had  the  mod  exalted  piety,  and  was  not  only 
very  charitable  himfeir,  but  an  a&ive  promoter  of 
publick  charities*  His  eloquence  in  the  pulpit  was 
irrefiftible,  as  bis  ftyle  was  nervous  and  elegant;  his 
voice  was  loud  and  harmonious,  and  he  had  great 
dignity  of  mariner. 

'*  With  all  thefe  exalted  qualities  and  endowments^ 
he  poflefled  the  mod  brilliant  wit,  and  fuch  a  happy 
vein  of  humour,  as  enlivened  fociety  wherever  he 
happened  to  be. 

'  *'  This  neceflary  and  important  duty,  the  ne^Ieft 
of  which  would  have  been  criminal,  drew  on  him  a 
hoft  of  foes,  confiding  of  Poptdi  Bifliops,  Prieds, 
Friars,  and  Prefbyteriau  Miniders,  who  abufed  and 
vilified  him  with  Angular  malignity ;  and  even  fome 
Members  of  Parliament  had  the  hardened  audacity  to 
arraign  him  with  much  feverity. 

**  This  amiable  prelate  made  a  mod  eloquent  fpeech 
in  fiipport  of  the  privileges  granted  to  the  Roman-Ca- 
tholicks  in  the  year  1782. 

*'This  fpirit  of  infurrefiion  fpread  over  mod  parts  of 
Munder.  The  confpirators  bound  each  other  by  oath 
to  refid  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  obey  none  but 
thofe  of  Captain  Right;  and  fo  dri^y  did  they 
adhere  to  them,  that  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Waterfofd*  could  not  procure  a  perion  to  execute 
tile  fentence  of  the  law  on  one  of  thefe  mifcreants 
wh6  was  condemned  to  be  whipped  at  Carrick*on- 
Soir,  though  he  oflered  a  large  fum  of  money'  for 
that  purpofe.  He  was  therefore  under  the  neceffity 
of  performi/ig  that  duty  himfelf,  in  the  face  of  an 
enraged  mob. 

•  The  writer  of  thcic  pages  wai  High  Sheriff  at  that  time. 

After 
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Aft£r  this  long,  but,  I  truft,  not  umnterefting 
extraft  from  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave's  Memoirs  of  the 
Rebellions  in  Ireland,  I  return  to  the  permiffion  which 
the  King's  Minifters  of  State  in  April,  1766,  gave,  by 
connivance,  to  Mr.  Oliver  Briand,  a  Roman-Catho- 
lick  Prieft  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  to  go  to  France 
in  order  to  be  confecrated  as  Bifliop  of  that  Province, 
and  then  to  return  to  Quebeck,  and  exercife  his  epif- 
copal  fundions  in  that  Province;  which  permiffion 
was  at  that  time  reported  ta  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  by  the  advice  and  influence 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.    The  only  argument  I  bear'd 
alledged  at  that  time  in  defence  of  that  meafure,  was 
to  the  following  effcA;  "  That,  iince,  by  the  Capitu- 
*^  lation  which  Sir  JefTery  Amherft  granted  to  the  Mar- 
^^  quis  of  Vaudreuil,  the  French  Govemour  of  Canada, 
"  in  September,  I76O,  when  that  country  was  furren- 
"dered  to  the  Briti(h  arms,  and  by  the  fubfequent 
**  celEon  of  it  to  the  Crown  of  Great*Britain  by  the 
"  Treaty  of  Peace,  figned  at  Paris,  in  February,  I J  63, 
*^  it  had  been  ftipulated  '  that  the  worfhip  prefcribed 
"  by  the  Roman- Catholick  Religion  (hould  be  tolerated 
''  in  the  Province,  and   that  the  Roman-Catholick 
inhabitants  fliould  be  permitted  to  aflemble  in  their 
Churches  and  Chapels  to  hear  Mafs^  and  receive 
'*  the  Sacraments  of  the  Romifli  Religion,  as  hereto- 
^^  fore/  it  was  neceflary  not  only  to  permit  the  Ro- 
^'  man*Catholick  Priefts  that  were  then  in  the  Province 
^  to  continue  to  officiate  in  the  faid  Churches  and 
^'  ChapeTs  without  any  moleftation,  but  to  permit  ^her 
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^«  Pricfts  to  fuccecd  them  in  the  difchargc  of  thofc 
*'  religious  duties,  when  deaths  or  any  other  event, 
*'  (hall  have  deprived  the  people  of  the  fervices  of  thofe 
"  who  were  then  in  office.  But  in  the  manner  of  pro- 
"  viding  for  this  fucceffion  of  new  RomiftPriefts  upon 
^'*  the  death  of  thofe  now  in  Office,  it  is  neceflary  for 
"  the  Government  to  be  very  cautious.  For,  if  they 
'^  negleft  to  make  fome  fafe  and  prudent  provifion  for 
*^  the  regular  fupply  of  new  Priefts  to  fucceed  to  the 
"  prefent  fet  upon  the  vacancies  that  will  arlfe  by  death 
''  or  any  other  caufe,  there  is  great  reafon  to  apprehend 
^^  that  freffi  Priefts  will  come  into  the  Province,  from 
'*  Old  France,  who  will  be  attached  to  the  interefts  of 
*^  that  Kingdom,  and,  perhaps,  be  employed  by  the 
^'  French  Minifters  of  State,  as  fpies  and  emifiaries,  to 
'^  keep-up  a  fpirit  of  difaffe£tion  in  the  minds  of  the 
*^  French,  or  Canadian,  inhabitants  of  the  Province 
**  to  the  Englifh  Government,  and  a  fecret  wi(h  to  be 
"  again  fubjeft  to  the  Crown  of  France.  And,  to 
'^  avoid  this  danger,  the  eafieft  and  moft  prudent  way 
<^  of  proceeding  feems  to  be  to  permit  a  Popifh  Bifhop 
**  of  well-knowR  Loyalty  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
*'  and  who  has  refided  for  many  years  paft  in  the 
^^  Province,  and  who  has  few,  or  no,  connexions  with 
^'  Old  France,  fuch  as  Monfieur  Olivier  Briand,  to 
^'  refide  in  the  Province  in  a  very  humble  and  private 
<'  manner,  with  a  fmall  revenue  to  fupport  him ;  that 
**  he  might  be  ready,  upon  the  vacancy  of  any  Parifli- 
'*  Church  in  the  Province,  by  the  death  of  the  incum* 
'^  bent,  immediately  to  ordain  a  new  Prieft  that  had 
^'  been  both  born  and  bred  in  the  Province,  to  be 
'*  prefented  to  the  faid  vacant  benefice;  for  which 
*^  employments,  there  would,  probably,  be  always  a 
*'  fufficicnt  number  of  young  Candidates,  both  born 
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**  and  educated  in  the  Province,  becaufe  there  is  in 
^*  the  Town  of  Quebeck  a  Seminary,  or  College, 
**  of  Boman-Cathblick  Priefts,  •  of  Ao'ut  five  or  fix 
'^  in  number,  which  has  been  long  ago  built  and 
^'  endowed  ftifficiently  with  landed  eftates  for  the 
"  maintenance  of  the  Priefts  that  belong  to  it,  and 
'*  whofe  duty  it  is  to  educate  young  meif  for  the  Ro- 
"  man-Catholick  Prieft-hood.  And  it  was  alledged 
*^  that  fuch  an  humble  and  private  Bifliop,  who  would 
'^  exercife  no  other  of  his  Epifcopal  powers  but  that  of 
*^  ordaining  Priefts^  and  that  only  at  the  requifition  of 
**  the  Govemour  of  the  Province,  and  who  might 
**  therefore  be  confidered  as  a  mere  manufaShirer  of 
**  Friers,  or  (according  to  a  French  expreflSon  which 
*^  was  at  that  time  reported  to  have  been  ufed  by  Mr. 
"  Oliver  Briand  himfelf  upon  the  occafion,)  unjimple 
^^faiseur  de  friires^  would  be  a  very  fafe  and  conve- 
**  nient  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Governour  for 
**  carrying  into  execution  the  promife  made  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province,  of  tolerating  the  worihip 
of  their  Religion,  without  at  the  fame  time  incurring 
<'  the  danger  above-mentioned  of  admitting  French 
^'  fpies  into  the  Piovince  under  the  character  of  Ro- 
«  man^^atholic  Priefts." 

This  was  the  argument  that  I  beared  mentioned  at 
the  time,  as  that  which  had  been  employed  by  the 
advocates  of  this  meafure  to  prevail  upon  the  King*» 
Minifters  of  that  time  to  ponfent  to  it,  and  which 
(enforced,  probably,  by  the  addrefs  and  eloquence  of 
Mr.  Eldmund  Burke,}  proved  fuccefsful.  It  is,  hawever, 
in  my  opinion^  rather  fpecious  than  folid  and  fatisfac- 
tory.  But,  if  it  was  perfectly  juft  and  conclufive  in 
fivouf-of  the  meafure  of  permitting  a  Popifli  Bifliop  to 
refide  in  the  Province  of  Quebeckj  it  muft  at  leaft  be  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  that  fuch  ameafureougbt  nottohav^  been  adopted 
without  ihe  authority  of  an  ASt  of  Parliament^  to  take 
it  out  of  the  operation  pf  the  important  and  fundamental 
Statute  above-mentioned  of  the  1ft  of  Queen -Eli- 
zabeth^ which  prohibits  the  excrcife  of  any  power 
derived  from  the  Pope,  not  only  in  the  Kingdom  of 
England  itfelf^  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging 
at  that  time,  but  in  all  the  dominions  that  (hall  belong 
to  it  at  any  future  time.  And  therefore^  for  want  of 
fuch  an  hSi  of  Parliament  to  authorize  it,  the  faid 
meafuie  was  illegal. 

But,  if  it  had  been  legal,  it  would  not  have  been 
a  prudent  meafure,  notwitfianding  the  plaufibility  of 
the  foregoing  argument  in  it's  favour.  For  it  was 
almoft  certain,  that  any  Roman-Catholick  Prieft  who 
fhould  be  permitted  to  refide  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
beck  after  having  been  conrecrated  Biibop  of  it,  would 
(notwithftanding  any  declarations  that  he  might  have 
made  to  the  Englifli  Government,  in  order  to  obtain 
fuch  permiflion,  <'  that  he  ihould  confider  himlelf  only 
as  an  Ordainer  of  New  Priefls  when  they  ihould  be 
wanted  to  fupply  the  vacant  benefices,  and  would 
never  exert  any  of  the  other  powers  belonging  to  bis 
Epifcopal  Office,) — I  fay,  it  was  almoft  certain  that  he 
would  (notwithftanding  fuch  declarations)  exert  many 
other  powers  of  his  office  over  the  Roman-Catholick 
inhabitants  of  the  Province,  which  might  have  very 
important  efieds  both  on  the  Roman-Catholick  Priefts 
and  the  laiety  of  the  fame  religion,  and  would  probar 
bly  greatly  check  and  difcourage  both  thofe  defcriptioos 
of  his  Majefty's  new^  or  Canadian,  fubjeds  from 
convcrfing  freely  and  aflbciating  with  the  Sritifli  inha- 
bitants of  the  Province,  and  from  reading  the  books 
of  the  New  Teftament^  and  inquiring  into  the  oaturq 
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of  the  Proteftant  Religion  and  it's  difference  from  that 
of  the  Church  of  Rome ;  of  which  inquiries  the  natural 
confequence  would  haye  been  that  many  of  them 
would  haye  become  converts  to  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Church  of  England.  And  accordingly  it  was  found 
that^  when  Mr.  Oliver  Briand  returned  into  the  Pro* 
vince  of  Quebeck,  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  title  of 
Olivier  Briand^  par  la  Grace  de  Dieu  et  du  Saint  SiegCy 
Evesqi4e  de  Quebec,  and,  after  having,  upon  his  ar* 
rival  in  the  Province  in  June,  1766,  declined  the  com- 
pliments ufually  paid  to  his  predeceflbrs  in  that  high 
office,  and  declared  to  his  friends,  ^'  that  he  did  not 
^  come  into  the  Province  to  be  a  Bifliop  upon  the 
*'  fame  high  footing  as  his  predeceflbrs  in  the  time  of 
'^  the  French  Government,  and  was  not  therefore 
**  intitled,  and  did  not  defire,  to  be  treated  with  the 
'*  fame  ceremony  and  refpe&  as  had  been  ufed  towards . 
*'  them,  but  that  he  was  only  unjim^faiseurdepritres, 
*•  a  mere  Ordaiqer  of  New  Priefts,"  and  having,  for  a 
month  or  two,  worn  only  a  common  black  gown,  like 
the  other  Roman-Catholick  Prieils,  he  grew  tired  of* 
this  humble  way  of  prgceediug,  and  drefled  himfelf  in 
a  purple  robe,  with  a  golden  crofs  al  his  breaft,  which 
are  the  ufual  enfigi^  of  the  Epifcopal  dignity  among; 
the  Homan-Catbolicks ;  and  afterwanls  be  very  ireely 
exercifed  the  tremendous  powers  of  fufpeiiding  priefts 
from  the  exercife  of  their  clerical  functions  and  de* 
priving  them  of  tbeir  benefices,  and  excommunicating 
and  depriving  perfons  of  the  Sacraments,  and  inter- 
di^i^g  divine  woribip  ijfl  Churches  and  Chapds* 
AmoQgft  other  exercifes  of  thefe  high  powers  belcg^g- 
in|r  to  him  as  Bilhop  of  Quebeck,  he  puhUflied  4 
circular  letter  to  the  Boman-CathQlick  inhabitants  to 
e^ort  them  tQ  take  arms  for  the  Crowti  againft  tb«: ' 
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#lhcr  Americans  in  the  beginning  of  the  American 
warf  in  which  he  promifed  indulgencies  to  thofe  who 
(hould  comply  with  his  exhortations,  and  threatened 
ihofe  who  (hould  rcfufe  to  do  fo,  with  excommunica- 
tion. And  by  this  Letter  as  well  as  by  feveral  b&s  of 
haughtinefs  and  violence,  he  very  much  difgufted  the 
Canadians,  as  my  readers  may  fee  by  confuhing  the 
fecond  volume  of  my  Quebeck  papers^  in  pages  111, 
112,  113,  _«144.  So  different  did  his  condu6t 
in  the  Province,  when  in  aAual  poffeffiou  of  the  office 
appear  to  be  from  that  of  the  mere  occafional  ordainer 
of  new  priefts,  le  Jimple  faiseur  de  preires^  which 
he  had  promifed  to  be  when  he  follicited  the  perroif- 
iion  to  return  to  the  Province  after  having  been  made 
it's  Bifhop. 

As  for  the  advantages  that,  it  was  pretended,  would 
refuh  to  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  from  the  permiffion 
given  to  a  Popifti  Bifhop  to  refide  there,  by  fumifhing 
a  means  of  fupplying  the  vacant  benefices  with  frefh 
Priefts  without  admitting  any  to  come  there  from  Old 
France,  they  might  eafily  have  been  obtained  without 
this  dangerous  and  illegal  meafure,  by  purfuing  the 
following  plan.  The  Seminary,  or  College,  of  Que- 
beck, might  have  been  preferved,  with  all  its  members 
and  teachers  of  Popifh  divinity,  and  its  revenues, 
(which  are  faid  to  amount  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
pounds  fierling  a  year,)  for  the  education  of  young 
Canadians  to  the  profeffion  of  the  Prieft-hood :  and, 
when  they  had  attained  the  proper  age  for  taking  orders 
in  that  Church,  ihefe  young  men  might  have  been 
fent*k)ver  to  England  at  the  King's  expence  with  the 
Qovcmour's  recommendation  to  hrs  Majefty*s  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  America,  as  yoitng  men  of  good 
behaviour  and  principles,  that  were  fit  to  "bef  tnade 
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Priclis  and  hold  benefices  in  the  Province.     And  from 
England   they  might  have  been  fent  to  Munfter  iii 
Germany^  or  to  the  Popi(h  canton  of  Lucerne  in  Swit- 
zerland, (attended  by  fome   proper  and  trufty  com- 
panton,  who  (hould  have  taken  care  that  they  (hould 
not  have  fet  their  foot  in  Old  France)  with  recom- 
Inendationsi  if  they  had  gone  to  Switzerland^  froni 
(he  Secretary  of  State  for  America  to  his  Majefty'a 
Refident/or  other  Miuifter,  to  the  SNVifs  Cantons; 
and  there  they  they  might  have  been  ordained  to  the 
Prieft-hood  of  the  Church  of  Rome  by  the  Bifliop  of 
Munfter,  or  of  Lucerne,  or  fach  other  ftoman-Catho- 
lick  didnSt,  (not  in  Old  France,)  as  his  Majefty,  ia 
his  Royal  Wifdom,  (hould  have  thought  fit  to  fend 
them  to.    And,  when  thus  ordained   Priefts  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  by  fuch  foreign  Popifli  Bifbop,  they 
(hould  have  returned  to  England,  aitd  froin  thence  to 
Quebeck  by  the  firft  convenient  opportunities,  at  the 
King's  expence.    Such   a   voyage  to  Europe  would 
probably  have  beeti  confidered,  by  the  young  Candi- 
dates for  the  Prieft-hood  who  (hould  have  had  oecafion 
to  take  it,  as  a  party  of  pteafure  rather  than  a  hardfliip. 
And  the  expence  of  it  to  the  Publick  would  have  been 
triSing;  perhaps  300!.  or4ooU  onfce  in  three  or  four 
years.     For,  as  the  whole  number  of  pari(hes  in  the 
Province  Is  but  12*8,  (at  leaft  it  was  no  greater  in  the 
year  17^7;  I  know  not  how  many  new  parifhes  may  ^ 

have  been  created  fincc :)  a  fupp^y  of  two  new  Prieft*  '^ 

a  year,  or  fix  or  feven  every  three  years,  would*  have  ^* 

been  fufficient  to  keep  the  benefices  always  full.     By  f 

this  obvious  and  eafy  method  of  procuring  new  PrieiU' 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Romaii-Catholick  Religion 
sgreeahly  to  the  toleration  promifed  by  the  Capitulation 
and  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  (uppofed  neccflity  of  permit- 

2  0 


402 

ting  a  Popifli  Bifhop  to  refidc  in  the  Province  m?ght 
have  been  avoided. 

If  the  young  French,  or  Canadian,  scholars,  edu-r 
cated  at  the  Popifli  Seminary  at  Quebeckj  for  the 
pried-hood  in  Canada,  bad  been  ordai^ied  priefls  in 
,  this  manner  by  the  Bifliop  of  Munfler,  or  fume  other 
Roman-Cathoiick  bifliop  in  Germany,  or  Switzerland, 
and  been  immediately  fent  back  to  Quebeck  in  a^ 
King's  fliip,  to  be  appointed  to  officiat<?  in  th^  vacant 
Churches  of  the  Province,  it  would,  I  prefume,  have 
been  expedient  to  dirc£l  that  they  (hould  be  appointedji 
or  collated,  to  thofe  Churches  by  the  Govemour  of 
the  Province,  to  hold  the  fame  during  his  Majefty's 
pleafure :  and  thus  the  whole  body  of  them  would 
have  been  dependant  on  the  Crown,  and  would,  pro- 
bably, have  ufed  their  influence  over  the  Inhabitants 
of  their  fcveral  pariflies,  to  promote  their  attachment 
to  the  Englifli  Government,  and  to  induce  them  to  re- 
linquifli  their  former  prejudices  in  favour  of  that  of 
France*  And,  in  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  feveral  of  these  Roman-Caiholick  parifli- 
priefls^  or  Curates^  (as  they  were  there  called,)  being 
free  from  the  controul,  or  authority,  of  any  Popifli 
bifliop,  or  other  Ecclefiaftical  Superiour  in  the  Pro- 
vince,  would  have  ventured  to  read  with  attention  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  and  to  inc^uire  into  the 
grounds  of  the  differences  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  from  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and,  in  confequcnce  of  fuch  examination,  would 
often  have  been  inclined  to  adopt  fonie  of  the  doctrines, 
if  not  all,  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  particularly 
to  think  it  lawful  to  ufe  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  tranflatcd  into  French,  in  their  Churches, 
i&iftead  of  the  Latin  Mafs ;  and  that,  upon  thefe  changes 
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in  their  opinions  upon  tbefe  fubjcfis,  they  would  havt 
become  the  meanb  of  converting  their  parilhtoncrs  to 
their  new  way  of  thinking  upon  thenii  as  Wtckliffi 
the  great  Englifti  Reformer,  did  in  England,  with  as* 
tonifhing  fuccefs^  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  II« 
And,  that  fuch  changes  of  opinion  in  religious  matters 
as  (hould  have  been  recommended  by  the  pariih-priefia 
to  their  Parifliioner^  would  have  been  readily  adopted 
by  the  latter,— and,  more  efpccially,  that  of  the  lawful* 
nefs  of  making  ufe  of  the  Englith  Liturgy,  tr^nilated 
into  French,  in  their  Churchi-s  iuftead  of  the  Latin 
Mafsi—I  have  hardly  any  doubt,  from  all  that  I  could 
collect  of  the  fentimeuts  and  inclinations  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province  from  a  refidence  in  it  during  three 
years,  from  September,  J  766,   to  September,  1769, 
and  from  converfing  during  that  time  with  a  great 
variety  of  the  French,  or  Canadian,  inhabitants  of  it. 
And  this  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  that  wife  and  judicious 
Statesman  as  well  as  great  and  succefsful  General,  Sir 
Jefiery  Amherft,  who  conquered  that  whole  Province 
and  granted  the  Marquis  of  Vaudreuil,  the  French  Go- 
vemourofit,  theCapitulationofSeptembef,  1760.  For, 
about  the  month  of  May,  1774,  whcA  the  Bill  for  re- 
giilating  the  government  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck, 
was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  late  Eaxl 
of  Dartmouth,  Sir  Jeffery  called  upon  me  at  my  cham^ 
bers  in  the  Temple,  to  converfe  upon  the  provifions  of 
that  Bill,  of  which  he  expreflfed  a  (Iroug  difapprobation, 
and  more  i>articularly  of  the  claufe  that  eflablybtd  the 
Popi(h  Religion  in  Canada,  by  giving  the  Popifli  priefts 
a  legal  right  to  their  tythes,  which  he  had  expreffly 
refuted  to  grant  thepn  by  the  Capitulatioii  of  Septem- 
ber, 1760,  and  had  referred  to  the  future  Declaration 
of  the  King's  plcafure  on  that  fubject;  which  Decia* 
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ratipn  bad  never  been  made  from  the  furrcnrfer  of  Uie 
Province  in  September,  1760,  to  the  introduction  of 
that  Quelieck-bill  into  the  houfe  of  Lords  in  May, 
1774,  and  the  right  of  the  Priefls  to  fue  their  parifli- 
ioners  for  their  tythes  in  courts  of  Juilice,  had  there- 
fore be<*n  coniidercd  as  fufpended  during  the  long  in- 
terval of  14  years  from  September,  1760,  to  May,  1774. 
This  claufe  he  therefore  highly  difapproved-of,  as  being 
a  wanton  and  nnneceflary  vjlablijhmeni  of  Po|>ery  in 
the  Prclvince,  inftead  of  a  mere  toleration  of  it,  or 
permiflion  to  attend  the  wwjhip  o/ifin  their  Churches 
and  Chapels  withooit  any  molestatiou,  either  to  them- 
felves  or  their  priefls ;  which  was  all  that  was  ftipu- 
lated  by  eitlKr  the  capiuilation  of  September,  ITGO,  or 
the  Treat V  of  Paris  hi  Fcbmarv,  176S.  And  it  was 
certainly  not  neceflary  for  the  faiiafadion  of  the  bulk 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada,  becanfe  they  were  very 
well  pleafcd  to  be  left  at  liberty  either  to  pay  their 
tythes,  or  to  let  it  alone,  as  they  thought  frt }  though, 
from  an  atlachmcni  lo  their  religion,  they,  for  the 
inoA  part,  thought  (It  to  pay  them.  And  i  remember 
that  Sir  JefTcry  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
thought  iiwo'ild  have  been  fufficient  for  the  fatisfactiou 
of  the  lnh;ihitaDts  of  the  Province,  to  have  only  per- 
mitted the  Curates,  or  Parifli-priefts,  who  were  in  the 
Province  ai  the  time  of  the  Capitulation,  to  have  con- 
tinued in  pofl'ilfion  of  ^ihtir  benefices  during  their  lives, 
and  then  to  have  fupplied  their  places  by  Protestant 

French  minilltrs,  who  (hould  have  conformed  to  the 
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Church  of  England  and  have  read  the  Liturgy  of  it, 
traniiated  intoi«>ench,  to  their  Icwral  Congregations, 
And  1  remember  that  a  Frtncli  merchant  at  Quebcck, 
who  was  a  nativb  of  old  France,  and  a  man  oF  uncom- 
mon talents  and  great  riaiiing  and  knowledge,  and 
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was  a  profcfTed  Rotnan-Catholick,  (though  he  was 
reckoned  by  many  perfons  of  that  city,  to  be  what 
the  French  call  a  Philasnphtr^  or  an  unbeliever  in  a)l 
revealed  religion,)  went  further  ftill  than  Sir  Jeffery 
Amherfi  in  the  opinion  that  the  ProteAant  religion  of 
the  Church  of  England  might  have  eafily  been  intro* 
duced  into  the  Province.  For  one  day,  when  he  dined 
with  me  at  my  houfe  at  Quebcck,  he  told  me  of  hi^ 
own  accord,  (I  having  faid  nothing  to  lead  to  it,)  that 
he  waa  furprized  that  theEnglifli  Government  had  not, 
immediately  after  (he  ceflion  of  the  Province  to  the 
Crown  of  England,  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  Febru*^ 
ary,  1763,  introduced  into  it  at  once  the  Proteftant 
religion  as  fettled  in  the  Church  of  England  ;  adding, 
that  he  was  perfuaded  that  it  would  have  been  readily 
fubmitted«to  and  acquiefied-in  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Province,  who,  as  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England  have  retained  Tome  of  the'Ecclefiaftical  veft* 
menta  of  the  Romi(h  Clergy,  fuch  as  the  gown,  and 
band,  and  furplice,  would  have  hardly  perceived  the 
change  from  one  religion  to  the  other.  In  this^  how- 
ever, I  could  npt  agree  with  the  Philofopher,  but  was 
alwaj's  deiirous,  from  motives  both  of  JuRice  and  Pru* 
dence,  that  they  ihould  enjoy  a  compleat  toleration  of 
tbeir  religion  to  the  full  extent  of  the  Capitulation  and 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  Without  an  eftablifhment  of 
it,  which  the  body  o(  the  People  jn  the  Province  did 
by  no  means  wi(h-for,  and  which  was  afterwards  un* 
neceflarily  re-impofed  upon  them,  rather  than  granted 
to  them,  by  the  Quebeck-aA  of  tlie  year  1774. 

But,  whatever  might  have  been  the  probability  of  fuc* 
cefs  in  a  plan  of  gradually  converting  the  Canadians  to 
the  Protestant  religion,  by  encouraging,  or,  at  lead,  per- 
mitting, their  own  priefts  to  become  the  iuilruments  of 
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fuch  converfiofii,  in  confcqutnoe  of  their  own  free  on 
aatmation  of  the  groundi  of  the  differences  between 
the  do&rines  of  the  two  ndigiotu  and  their  fubfequent 
fonviAion  of  the  errors  of  the  Romi(h  d66trine$}->^Il 
hopes  of  that  kind  were  ooimter-afted^  and  almoft  de- 
Itroyed,  by  the  unfortunate  meafure,  adopted  in  the 
year  l766»of  permitting  Mr^Jokn  Oliver  Briand  to  t^ 
turn  to  Quebeck  in  the  character  of  Biihop  of  the  Pro* 
vince.For,  by  the  power  of  suspending  priefts  from  the 
ex^rcife  of  their  clerical  funAions,  and  depriving  them 
of  their  benefices,  and  interdiding  the  perfermanoe  of 
divine  worihipin  whole  pariflies,  which  he  claincA 
and  exercifed  on  various  occafionsp  he  kept  the  cleiigy 
in  fuch  a  date  of  terror  and  fttbjedion  t6  him,  that  no 
prieft  would  ever  venture  toexprefs  any  doubtaconcera- 
ing  the  dodrines  of  the  Church  of  Romc^  or  take  the 
^mailed  step  towards  an  adoption  of  the  dodrines  of 
the  Church  of  England*    Two  remarkable  initances  of 
his  exercife  of  these  dangerous  epifcopal  powers  in  the 
Province  of  Quebeckj  exhibit  fo  clearly  the  imprudence 
of  the  meafure  of  permitting  him  to  return  into  thf 
Province  in  the  oharaAer  of  its  Bifliop^  that»  though 
they  have  already  b^n  publiCbed  in  the  year  1776,  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  my  Quebeck-papers,  I  will  here 
reprint  them.    They  are  a  tranflation  from  an  extraft 
from  a  letter  written  in  French  by  a  Roman-Catholick 
gentleman  in  the  Province  of  Quebeck  to  a  friend  in 
London  in  Septembfr^  17?5« 
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A  TraTisiation  of  two  anecdotes  concerning 
the  conduct  of  Jgmn  Oliver  Briand,  th$ 
Popuh  Bishop  ofQuebeci;  extracted  from 
a  Letter  written  hy  a  person  of  credit  in  the  , 
Province  ofQutbeck  to  his  friend  at  London 
about  the  end  of  September,  1775. 

SBTBKycal^  ago  Mdnfieuir  Vlticelot,  the  Seignior  of 
Iflette,  althe  i-equiiition  of  the  bifliop  ofQuebeck  in 
his  irifltatiot)  oF  the  parifhes  of  his  diocefe,  gave  a  piece 
of  ground,  eight  French  arp^nts  fquare,  for  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  thatparidi  to  build  a  church  upon.    And  he 
himfelf  built  upon  it,  at  his  own  expence,  an  uncotn^ 
monly  r|>acious  parfonage-houfe,  in  which  the  people 
of  the  p^rt(h  tnight  tt)eet  to  hear  mafs  during  the  time 
thechurch  would  take-'uptn  building.  And  in  this  houf<^ 
(be  prieftof  (he  parifh  lived.    At  Xht  end  of  two  yeani 
Monfieur  Bri^nd,  the  bi(hop,   at   the  requeil  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  higher  part  of  the  pa^ifli,  appointed 
another  place  for  the  fituation  of  the  church  which  the 
inhabitants  of  it  were  id  build :  and  the  inhabitants  ac- 
cordingly begun  to  build  the  church  in  this  latter  placej 
and  in  the  courfe  of  three  years  (they  proceeding  bul 
flowly  in  the  work)  made  it  fit  for  the  perfomiance  of 
divine  fervict.     When  the  building  of  the  church  wa§ 
eompfcated,  Mr.  Vihcdot  refum^d  iht  pofleflion  of  thi 
former  fpnt  of  ground    and  of  iht  parfdnage-houf<§ 
which  he  had  built  upon  it ;  grounding  his  fight  id 
ft)ake  this  refumption  upon  the  tioh-  performance  of 
the  condition  upon  which  alone  ht  hid  given  ihii 
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ground  to  the  parifb,  whicli  was  ''that  they  {hould  ere£^ 
a  church  upon  it/'  This  proceeding  gave  offence  to  the 
bifhop,  who  immediately  fent  orders  to  the  Curate  of 
the  parifh  to  inform  Mr.  Vincelot,  that  what  he  had 
once  given  to  the  church,  he  could  never  after  refume ; 
and  that  he,  the  bifliup,  therefore  required  him  immedi* 
ately  to  reftore  the  piece  of  ground  in  queftion  to  the 
Curate  of  the  pari (h  ;  anc|  that,  if  he  refufed  to  do  fo, 
I)c,  the  bifl)opy  would  immediately  excommunicate  him 
and  ail  his  family.  This  threat  was  difregarded  by  Mr. 
Vincelot;  and  he  continued  to  keep  pofleffion  of  the 
piece  of  ground.  UpoQ  this  the  Prelate  flew  into  a 
rage,  and  immediately  commanded  the  fame  Curate  of 
the  parifli  to  acquaint  Mr.  Vincelot  that  be  had  eiccom- 
xpunicated  him,  and  had  extended  the  excommuniT 
cation  lo  his  wife  alfo,  if  (lie  joined  with  him  in  his 
refufal  to  re  (lore  the  land.  Upon  this  Mr.  VinreIo( 
brought  the  matter  before  one  of  the  courts  of  Juftice, 
and  there  openly  reproached  the  bi(bop  with  l^is  paf* 
(ionate  and  violent  beh^^'iour,  and  his  inordinate 
ambMion  and  dcfire  of  making  himfelf  an  abfolute  ruler 
in  the  province,  and  declared  him  to  be  nothing  lefs 
than  a  difturber  of  the  publick  peace.  The  Judges 
obferved  a  profound  (ilence  while  Mr.  Vincelot  was 
fpeakingj  and  then  decided,  that,  as  the  conditions 
upon  which  Mr.  Vjncelot  bad  made  the  donation  of 
that  piece  of  land  to  the  pari(h^  had  not  been  obferv^dt 
the  l^i^d  muft  revert  to  Mr,  Vincelot.  This  aflfair  hap- 
pened ip  ihe  month  of  May,  1774,  andwastheocca(ioa 
qf  ihie  bithop's  relas^ing  very  much  from  the  haugbtipefs 
and  Teverity  witb  whiph  Jfia  bad  before  treated  Mr- 
Vincelot. 

Another  and  a  much  (Ironger  inftance  of  this  bi(hop'c 
violence  of  tepiper  happened  about  fopr  months  after 
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rtie  fermer.  A  man  that  l!ved  in  the  parifii  of  8t« 
John,  of  which  Moplieur  Gafpc  is  the  Seignior^  want* 
ed  to  many  a  woman  who  was  his  cotifin,  though  in  x 
pretty  diftant  degree.  In  order  to  this  he  applied  to  the 
bifhop  for  a  difpenfation  to  enable  him  to  do  fo.  Aa 
Mr.  Briand  is  rather  fond  of  mooeyj  he  required  of  thaa 
poor  man,  for  the  difpenfation  he  wanted,  a  furo  of 
money  which  was  greater  than  tlie  whole  value  of  tfas 
land  he  held  in  the  parifli.  This  threw  the  poor  man 
man  into  defpair;  and  he  went  to  theproteftant  mioif' 
ler  of  Quebecic,  and  defired  him  to  marry  him.  But 
the  miniftcr  refofed  to  do  fo,  and  informed  him  of  the 
reafons  which  induced  him  to  make  this  refufal.  Upon 
this  the  man  refolves  to  take  a  new  courfe  of  his  own 
contriving.  He  invites  his  relations  and  friends  to  his 
houfe,  and  gives  them  |3t  feaft ;  and,  before  they  fit^wa 
to  table,  he  produces  his  intended  bride ;  and,  in  the 
prtfence  of  the  girPs  father  and  of  all  the  company 
there  aflfembied,  the  two  parties  declare  their  confent  U$ 
take  each  other  for  man  and  wife^  Now  this  proceed- 
ing was  undoubtedly  blameable ;  and  the  man  was 
liable  to  be  puniflied  for  it.  But  the  puniiliment  of  the 
guilty  parties  was  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  bi(bop'a 
vengeance.  Beiides  the  man  and  the  woman  who  had 
been  thus  married,  he  excommunicated  all  the  com-^ 
pany  who  had  been  prefent  on  the  occafion,  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parifh  without  exception ;  fo  that 
Moniieur  Gafpe,  the  Seignior  of  the  pariih,  and  his 
Wife,  who  live  at  the  didance  of  four  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  place  where  this  offence  was  committed,  were 
involved  in  this  excommunication.  The  Curate  of 
Iflette,  who  does  theduty  of  the  parifli  of  St.  John,  was 
fent  thither  by  the  bifliop  to  carry  this  fentence  of 
excommunication  into  execution.  He  accordingly  comes 
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to  the  pirifli'churcfa,  tnd  extin^uiifaeB  tbe  Itaip  ofiht 
principal  altars  tbrow8«*d6\Vh  ihc  wax*tapers  upoa  tbe 
ground)  orders  the  bell  to  ring»  l^rns  the  oonfecraled 
bread,  ftml  carries -away  the  box  that  coiltained  it,  tbe 
calice,  and  the  fuh,  ttid  reads  the  fentence  of  excom* 
municatioDi  and  declares  that  it  is  to  continue  in  force 
K)  Krng  as  the  pariOi  (liall  harbour  within  it  thofe  two 
rebels  to  the  authority  of  i\\t  church.  Alarmed  at  this 
Icrrihle  threat,  the  inhabitants  of  this  unfortunate  pft* 
ri(b  depute  their  church -wardens  to  the  bifliop  to 
implore  his  mercy.  The  church -wardens  repair  to 
Quebeck,  and  on  their  knees  intreat  the  bifliop  to  take- 
vS  the  excommunication.  But  they  could  make  no 
impre{fir)it  on  him.  On  the  contrary  he  behaved  to 
them  with  the  greatcft  rudcnefs  and  contempt,  faying, 
^  No  !  I  will  by  no  Ineans  idke-offibis  ixcwfnmuiicaiiWm 
I  ivilt  teacb  yoU  to  dread  tbe  power  of  a  bi/bop :  and  tbe 
tell  of  tbe  province  luill^  in  consequence  of  your  txam^ 
fie,  become  more  obedient  to  tbe  cburcb.  I  ikerefore 
et>mmapdjfOtt  to  drive  tbose  tivo  wretches  from  among 
jou :  andj  if  you  obey  ibis  command^  I  will  iben  con^ 
Jidet  wbat  it  may  he  proper  for  me  to  do  wiib  re$peB  to 
the  excommunication.'*  The  poor  churcii*wardens, 
fiill  on  iheii  knee?,  fell  into  tears  at  thofe  barih  words, 
and  faid  in  anrwer  to  them,  **  that,  as  tbose  persons 
were  upon  tbeir  own  land,  tbey^  tbe  otber  parifbioners^ 
bad  no  autbority  to  drive  tbem  out  of  tbe  pari fb^  as  bis 
Lord/bip  now  required  tbem  to  do  :  but  tbai  this  could 
•«/?/  be  done  by  tbe  Judges.**  Getjougtme,you  blacks 
guards f  get  out  of  tbe  room  ibis  moment;'*  replied 
the  bifliop,  and  at  the  fame  time  opened  them  the  door* 
Upon  this  they  rofe  from  their  kneeling  pofture,  to  go 
Out  of  the  room.  But  one  of  them,  growing  bolder 
than  tbe  reft,  ftand  behind  in  the  room  for  a   ihort 
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fpace  oF  time  after  ihe  reft  had  quitted  it,  and  faid  to 
the  bi(hop  in  a  Heady  tone  of  voice,  in  the  hearing  of 
Mr,  Mabane,  (one  of  the  Judges  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,)  who  happened  to  be  with  the  bi(hop  at  the 
time,  "  My  JLord^  if  this  man  had  given  you  the  150 
Dollars  which  you  asktd  of  him  for  a  dispensation^  io 
many  his  relation,  you  would  have  granted  him  the 
dispensation  ;  and  then  he  would  not  have  heen  guilty 
of  this  offencem    And,  no%v,  my  Lord,  that  he  has  heen 
guilty  of  ii,  you  ought  to  have  confimdyostr  puni/hment 
to  him  alone,  and  not  have  extended  it  t^  tbeimhahitanii 
of  a  whole  parish,  who  are  entirely  innocent,'*     Mt* 
ISabane  was  ftruck  with  the  jnftnefs  of  theobfenration^ 
mud  could  not  refrain  from  laughing  when  the  ,  man 
delivered  it }  and  he  eameftly  interceded  with  the  hi^ 
Ihop  to  take-off  the  exeommuntcation.    But  he  did  not 
luceeed.    For  the  bi(hop  thought  fit  to  continue  it  for 
two  months  longer,  and  then  at  laft  took  it  off  at .  the 
fumble  and  urgent  requeft  of  Monfieur  and  Madame 
GafpA.    This  fkory  was  related  to  me  by  Francis  Le 
Clerc,  one  of  the  church*wardens  above-mentioned) 
who  waited  on  the  biibop  at  the  defire  of  the  other 
iHhabitanta  of  the  pariih  on  ihe  occafion   above** 
recited. 


The  French  extraft,  of  which  this  is  a  tranflation,. 
snay  be  feen  in  the  fecond  volume  of  my  Quebeck 
paper?^  iu  pag^  ISOj  ISl,  122— 126.  F«  M. 
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Jiewarks  on  the  true  meaning  of  the  words 
Toleration^  Endowment^  and  Establish- 
MENT^  when  applied  to  a  Religion  adopted 
and  permitted  in  any  count ri/. 

I  HAVE  obterved  that  fome  people  are  apt  to  ufe  thefe 
words  in  a  confufed  manner,  or  without  annexing  di& 
tioA  Ideas  to  ihem^  whenapplied  to  a  mode  of  Religion 
ihat  is  permitted  or  adopted  in  any  country;  which 
makes  it  difficult  to  underhand  their  reafonings  on  the 
fubjeA  and  to  come  to  any  juft  and  faiisfadory  con* 
clufions  on  it^  It  will  therefore  be  ufeful  to  date  the 
feveral  diftin6t  Ideas  which  ought  to  be  annexed  to ^ 
them  in  difcuffions  upon  this  fubjeft* 

Now  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  three  difierent 
methods  in  which  a  Religion,  that  is  permitted  by  the 
Government  of  a  country  to.  be  profeiTed  and  pradlifed 
in  it,  m&y  be  fupported^  which  may  be  diftinguiflied 
from  each  other  by  the  words  Toleration^  Endowment^ 
and  Esiablisbmentm 
ThcTo!e-  When  the  Government  of  a  country  permits  the 
Religion,  profeflbrs  of  a  Religion  to  meet*  together  in  places  of 
worfliip  of  their  own  building,  or  hiring,  and  to  have 
divine  woribip  performed  in  them,  according  to  the  Rites 
and  Ceremonies  which  they  chufe  to  adopt,  by  priefls, 
orminifters,  of  their  own,  whom  they  employ  and  hire 
for  the  purpofe,  that  Religion  is  said  to  be  ioleratgd. 

Thus  the  Quakers  are  tolerated  in  t!!ngland,  and  fuch 
of  thePrefbytcrians  and  other  Protedant  DifTenters  from 
the  church  of  England  as  comply  with  the  conditions 
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required  by  the  two  Toleration- acts  of  the  1  William 
and  Mary,  and  the  19  of  the  prefent  king  George  the 
tlL  are  also  Tolerated.  But  the  other  protcflant  diflent- 
ers^  who  do  not  comply  with  thofe  conditions,  are  not 
tolerated,  but  areexpofed  to  the  penalties  of  fevere  laws 
for  worfhipping  God  according  to  their  coiifciences  in 
their  nicetitig-houfes,  or  conventicles ^  as  they  are  called 
in  thofe  peual  (latutes.  And  in  like  manner  the  Ro- 
nian-Cathulick  religion  was  tolerated  in  Canada  from 
the  conqueft  of  the  country  by  Sir  JeflFery  Amhcrft  iii 
September,  176O,  to  the  palling  of  the  Qncbcck-act  in 
June  1774,  when  it  was  eftabliflied  by  that  Act.  For 
the  people  were  permitted  toaflemble  in  their  churches 
and  chapels  to  hear  Mafs  and  to  receive  the  Sacraments, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  atid  the 
prieRs  were  permitted  to  officiate  therein,  without  any 
moleliation  whatfocver:  and  the  tythes  and  other  profits 
paid  to  theprieds  on  this  account,  were  paid  voluntarily 
by  the  people  who  followed  that  mode  of  worfliip  with- 
out any  right  in  the  priefis  to  compel  the  payment  of 
them  by  a  fuit  at  law.    This  ^2&perfe€l  loltrathn. 

But  it  is  poflible  that  a  government,  though  it  may 
think  it  nectifary  in  point  of  Judicc  to  |)ernut  the 
followers  of  a  particular  religion  to  meet  together  in 
moderate  numbers  to  worlhip  God  in  their  own  way, 
may  yet  not  think  it  expedient  10  let  that  religion  tak^ 
root  in  the  country  in  a  manner  that  is  likely  to  increafe 
the  number  of  its  votaries.  And  in  this  cafe  they  may 
forbid  its  being  endowed  by  gifts  of  land,  or  other 
permanent  property,  affigned  to  truftees  for  the  perma- 
nent fupport  of  it.  This,  I  apprehend,  would  not  be 
inconfiflent  with  toleration,  nor  at  all  unjufi  towards 
the  profeflbrs  of  fuch  barely -tolerated  religion  ;  becaufe 
every  (late  has  a  right  to  judge  of  the  utility  of  the  pur-' 
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yokn  for  which  it  allows  the  t>ix>perty  of  any  of  its 
members  to  be  aliened  in  mortmain. 

But  on  the  other  hand  it  is  poffible  that  a  govern* 
aRctipnu  ment  may  think  a  particular  mode  of  religion,  though 
not  worthy  to  be  fupported  and  encouraged  by  publick 
authority,  yet  to  be  To  very  innocent  and  inoflenfive  to 
the  ftair  that  they  may  indulge  the  profefTors  of  it  with 
a  liberty  to  alien  their  land,  or  other  property,  in  mort- 
main for  the  permanent  fupport  of  the  minifters  and 
and  teachers  of  it ;  as  in  England  and  other  countries 
in  Europe,  men  are  permitted  to  found  Profeflbr(hips  of 
the  Sciences  inUniverfities,  or  to  alien  a  part  of  their 
property  in  Mortmain  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Pro- 
fefTors of  them.  Where  this  is  permitted  with  refped 
to  any  particular  religion,  and  private  perfons  have 
made  ufe  of  fuch  permiiBon,  and  have  fettled  perma- 
nent funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  and 
^teachers  of  fuch  religion,  that  religion  may  be  faid  to 
he  endowed. 
The  Erta-  Laftly,  where  the  government  of  a  country  provides  a 
ftRell^a?  ^^^^  ^y  ^^^^^  o^'^  publick  authority  for  themainte*. 
nance  of  the  miniflers  and  teachers  of  any  Religion^ 
fuch  a  Religion  is  faid  to  be  established. 

Thus,  before  the  Reformation  the  Popifh  religion  was 
eftablifhed  in  England  -y  becaufe  tythcs,  and  other  pub- 
lick funds,  were  a^^pointed  by  the  Law  of  the  land  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  priefts  that  taught  it.  And  at 
the  Reformation,  by  tlie  (latute  of  id  of  Elizabeth,  cap^ 
1.  for  aboliflilng  the  foreign  JurifdiAion  of  the  Pope ; 
all  prieils  who  hcUl  benefices  were  required  to  abjure 
ihe  fuprrmacy  of  the  Pope,  and  acknowledge  that  of 
the  Queeu ;  that  is,  the  benefices,  or  publick  funds 
afljgned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  publick  teachers  of 
religion,  were  transferred  from  the  Popilb  priefts,  who 
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acknowledged  the  Pope  to  be  the  head  of  the  church, 
to  the  Proteftant  priefts  who  acknowledged  the  Queen 
to  be  fo ;  and  by  that  transfer  the  Proteftant  Religion 
became  established.  This  is  the  only  fenfe'in  which 
the  Church  of  England  can  be  fatd  tu  be  «ftabli(1>ed  at 
this  day.  Its  priefts  are  paid  for  performing  its  cere- 
monies, and  teaching  its  doArines,  by  funds  afligned 
to  them  by  the  publick  authority  of  the  ftate.  And  in 
the  fame  fenFe  the  Roman-Catholick  religion  may  be 
faid  to  be  eftablifhed  in  Canada  by  the  late  ad  oi 
parliament  in  the  year  1774.  For  a  puhlick  fund,  Co 
wit,  the  tythes  of  thd  Popi(h  pari(biaiitrs,  that  is,  of 
49  perfons  out  of  every  5o  throughout  the  province,  U 
hereby  afiigned  to  the  Romifli  priefts  as  a  maintenance 
and  reward  for  performing  the  ceremonies,  and  teaching 
the  doArines  of  that  religion. 

J  know  that  fome  perfons  have  aiTertcd  that  thl« 
meafure  is  not  an  eRabli(bment  of  the  Poilifl)  religion 
in  Canada,  becauft;  the  Proteftant  pariftiioncrs  are  not 
obliged  to  pay  tythes  to  the  Romifh  priefts.  But  tliis 
afie6ls  only  the  quantum  of  the  Provifion  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  ihofe  priefts  and  the  religion  they  are 
Co  teachr  It  is  fumewhat  lefs  ample  than  it  would  be 
if  the  Proteftants  were  forced  to  pay  the  tythes  to  tbeni 
as  well  as  the  Roman  cathoiicks.  But  the  nature  aof} 
defigu  of  the  Provifton  are  the  fame  in  both  cafea.  It 
is  a  fund  provided  by  publick  authority  for  the  fupporC 
of  priefts,  to  exercife  and  teach  the  religion  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  And  this,  I  prefumc,  is  all  that  ifi 
meant  by  thofe  who  have  affirmed  that  the  Popifli  reli- 
gion is  eftalHJhed  by  this  act  of  parliament,  and  is  all 
that  the  y/onlSf*  ejlablj/bment  of  a  rtligionf  naturally 
and  ufually  import. 
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4\& 
TRUE  RELIGION, 

HERESY,  SCHISM,  TOLERATION  f 

WKAt  BUT  MEANS  llAT  BE  USEI^ 

GROWTH  OF  POPERY .♦ 

BY  JOHN  MILTON,  £Sd. 
The  AtHk&r  •/  FdradUi  XahL 


It  is  unknown  to'^no  man,  who  knows  adght  of  con^ 
cenmtent  among  us,  thfat  the  increare  of  Popi^ry  is  at 
thisday  nofmall  trouble  and  offence  to  the  greateft  part  of 
the  nation  ;  and  the  rejoicing  of  aU  good  men  that  it  is 
fa :  the  more  their  rejoicings  that  God  hath  given  a 
heart  to  the  people  to  remember  dill  their  great  and 
happy  deliverance  from  Popifli  thraldom,  aftd  to  efteem 
lb  highly  the  precious  benefit  of  his  gofprt,  fo  freely 
and  fo  peaceably  enjoyed  among  them.  Since  there- 
fore fome  have  already  in  publick  with  many  confider- 
able  arguments  exhorted  the  people  to  beware  the 
growth  of  this  Romidi  weed ;  I  thought  it  no  lefs  than 
a  common  duty  to,  lend  my  hand,  how  unable  foever, 
to  fo  good  a  purpofe.  I  will  not  now  enter  into  the  la* 
byrinth  of  Councils  and  Fathers,-*^n  intangled  wood 
which  the  papifis  love  to  fight. in,  not  with  hope  of 
victory,  but  to  obfcnre  the  (hame  of  an  open  overthrow: 
nrhicb  ytt  in  that  kmd  of  combat,  many  heretofore^ 
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lUid  one  of  kte^  hath  eminently  given  them.  And 
&ch  manner  of  dtfpute  with  them^  to  learned  men  is 
ufeful  and  very  commendable.  But  I  (hall  infift  now 
on  what  is  plainer  to  common  apprehension^  and  what 
I  have  to  fay,  without  longer  introdudion. 

True  religion  is  the  true  worfliip  and  fervice  of  God,  SJjT'JJ* 
learnt  and  believed  from  the  word  of  God  only.    No 
man,  or  angel,  can  know  how  God  would  be  worfhipped 
and  ferved,  unlefs  God  reveal  it.   He  hath  revealed  and 
taught  it  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  by  infpired  minifters, 
and  in  the  Crofpel  by  his  own  Son  and  his  Apoilles,  with 
ftrifteft  command  to  reject  all  other  traditions,  or  addi- 
tions, whatfoever.      According    to  that  of  St.  Paul, 
'*  Though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any 
other  Gofpel  unto  you,    than  that  which  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  anathema^  oraccurfed." 
And  Deut.  iv.  %.    ^  Ye  (hall  not  add  to  the  word 
which  I  command  you,  neither  (hall  you  diminifli 
aught  from  it/'    Rev.  xxii.  18,  19.    ^'  If  any  man 
ihall  add,  &c.    If  any  man  (hall  take-away  from  the 
words,"  &c.    With  good  and  religious  reafon,  there- 
fore all  Proteftant  churches  with  one  confent,  and 
particularly  the  church  of  England  in  her  thirty«nine 
articles,  artic.  5th,  19th,  aoth,  21ft,    and  elfewhere, 
maintain  ihefe  two  points,  as  the  main  principles  of 
true  religion :  that  the  rule  of  true  religion  is  the  word 
of  God  only :  and  that  their  faith  ought  not  to  be  an 
implicit  faith,  that  is,  to  believe,  though  as  the  church 
believes,  againft,  or  without,  exprefs  authority  of  Scrip- 
ture.   And,  if  all  Proteftants,  as  univerfally  as  they 
hold  thefe  two  principles,  fo  attentively  and  religioufly 
would  obferve  them,  they  would  avoid  and   cut-off 
many  debates  and  contentions,  fchifms,  and  perfecu- 
tions,  which  too  oft  have  been  among  them,  and  more 
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f mly  uimU  fg^i!  the  epamw  ^Amf^f  Vbf  bcHM 
if,  ilircftly  follows^  t^i  na  tn^  Pf^tft«lt  QM  pw^ 
fefputei  or  pot  tqkra^,  hiii$  fcUmr'-pFQ^tfftw^  tfiongl^ 
dlflent^u^g  froin  bim  in  foa^  optaioq%  bt^i  hft  vmA 
flatly  deny  a^d  renouQcs  tbe(e  tw^  bi^  otum  VMkt 
pnAcipWa,  wbereoa  true  ^ligkfft  if  $)im4cdf  ^MlMe 
b^  compel^  hi9  brother  frqin  that  which  ht>  l|e]Mi?ti» 
^  the  m^nifeft  word  of  Gqd^  to?  «a  ]i|i|4icil  fiiilk 
(which  he  b^mfelf  condcipQs};  tq  ^hci  oodHK^wng  e^F 
his  brother*  &  foul,  wh^tbee  by  ralh  belwf»;  or  Qii()w^ 
conformity  v  for  '^  whatfoever  is  not  of  fiiitb&  19  Sti/*^ 
if^hstHt-  I  will  now  aa  briefly  (how  what  h  falfe.  r^ligiqitQf 
^  "'  herefy,  which  will  be  done  4a  eafily :.  for  p|i  cratimM 
the  definttiona  muQ:  needs  be  coi^tn^^  jE&r^^  tilMere* 
fore  is  a  religion  taken-up  and  believed  froia  t^hi^  tVnHin 
tions  of  men.  and  additions  to  the  whA  oi  Qod^ 
Whence  alfo  it  follows  clearly  that  of  al}  koowQi  foAf^ 
or  pretended  religions,  at  this  day  ii^  Ch^4ei¥iMa^ 
Popery  is  the  only,  or  the  greateft,  Herefy :  and'  he  whl» 
is  fo  forward  to  brand  all  qthers  foi  IJereticks^  the^^ 
flinate  Papiil,  the  onlyiHeretick*  Heoce  onftof  thdr 
own  famous  writers  found  juft  caufe  toflile  theBemiflii 
Church  '<  Mother  of  error^^  fchool  of  Ht^refy.'"  An4^ 
whereas  thePapift  boafts  himfel£  to  be  aRof^MrCl^ 
tfaolick,  it  is  a  mere  contr^i^tion,  one  of  the  Fope'ft 
bulls^  as  if  he  (hould  fay,  upiverfal  partipttlar>  »  Qnn 
The  true  tholick  fchifmatick.  For  Caikolickinr  Gr^kfignifiai' 
Ih^h?Me*  imverfali  and  the  Chriftian  Church  was  fo  calMi 
^^^*  as  confifting  of  all  nations  tp  whom  tbo  Qofpel  mcaft 
to  be  preached,  in  coQtradifl;in6tioi[i  \xk  &e  Jewiib^ 
Churchy  which  confided,  for  the  moft  piH^j.  of  Jliwft 
only. 
€)f  Sects.  iSe^^  may  be  in  a  true  Churpb  as  well  aft  ia  a  £Jf<^ 
when  men  ipUow  the4o&riQe  top  much.fqrtbe  teacher'^ 
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falce^  whom  they  think  almoft  infallible }  and  thid 
becomes^  through  infirmity,  implicit  faith  3  and  the 
name  SeSary  pertains  to  fuch  a  difciple.  Seenri^ 

Scbifm  is  a  rent,  or  divifion,  in  the  church,  when  it  Sehitm. 
comes  to  the  feparating  of  congregations  j  and  may 
alfo  happen  to  a  true  churchy  as  well  as  to  a  falfe ;  yet 
In  the  true  needs  not  tend  to  the  breaking  of  commu- 
nion, if  they  can  agree  in  the  right  adminiflration  of 
that  wherein  they  communicate,  keeping  their  other 
opinions  to  themfelves,  not  being  de(tru£tive  to  Faith. 
The  Pharifees  and  Sadducees  were  two  feds;  yetjboth 
met-togetber  in  their  common  wordiip  of  God  at  Je- 
rufalem.  But  here  the  Papifts  will  angrily  demand, 
what!  are  Lutherans,  Calvinifts,  Anabaptlfts,  Socinians» 
Arminians,  no  Hereticks  ?  I  anfwer^  all  thefe  may  have 
fome  errors,  but  are  no  Hereticks.  Herefy  is  in  theDiAmnct 
win  and  choice  profefledly  againft  Scripture  5  error  is  Heiayini 
againft  the  will,  in  mifundtrftanding  the  Scripture  ^"^* 
after  all  (incere  endeavours  to  underftand  it  rightly: 
Hence  it  waa  faid  well  by  one  of  the  ancients,  ^'  Err 
t  may,  but  a  Heretick  I  will  not  be/'  It  is  a  human 
frailty  to  err,  and  no  man  is  infallible  here  on  earth. 
But  fo  long  as  all  thefe  profefs  to  fet  the  word  of  God 
only  before  them  as  the  rule  of  faith  and  obedience; 
and  ufe  all  diligence  and  (incerity  of  heart,  by  reading, 
by  learning,  by  fiudy,  by  prayer  for  Illumination  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  underftand  the  rule  and  obey  it, 
they  have  done  what  man  can  do :  God  will  afluredly 
pardon  them,  as  he  did  the  friends  of  Job :  good  and 
pious  men,  though  much  miftaken,  as  there  it  appears, 
in  fome  points  of  doftrine. 

But  fome  will  fay,  '^  with  Chriftians  it  is  otherwife, 
whom  God  bath  promifed  by  his  fpirit  to  teach  all 
things."  True,  all  things  abfolotely  neQeflary  to  falva* 
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tion:  But  the  koileft  difputes  among  Proteftants^ 
calmly  and  charitably  enquired-into,  will  be  found 
lefs  than  fuch.  The  Lutheran  holds  Comubstantiation 
an  error  indeed,  but  not  mortal.  The  Calvinift  is 
taxed  with  Predestination^  and  to  make  God  the  author 
of  fin;  not  with  any  diflionourable  thought  of  God^ 
but,  it  may  be,  over-zealoufly  averting  his  abfolute 
power^  not  without  plea  of  Scripture.  The  Anabaptift 
is  accufed  of  denying  infants  their  right  to  baptifm  ; 
again  they  fay,  they  deny  nothing  but  what  the  Scrip- 
ture denies  them.  The  Arian  and  Socinian  are  charged 
to  difpute  againft  the  Trinity :  They  affirm  to  believe 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofi,  according  to  Scrip* 
ture  and  the  Apoftolick  Creed ;  as  for  terms  of  Trimly^ 
Trini'Unity,  Co-essentiality ^  Tri-personality, and  the  like, 
they  rejcft  them  as  fcholaftick  notions,  not  to  be  found 
in  Scripture,  which  j  by  a  general  Protedant  maximal 
is  plain  and  perfpicuous  abundantly  to  explain  its  own 
meaning  in  the  propereft  words,  belonging  to  fo  high 
a  matter,  and  fo  neceffary  to  be  known ;  a  myftery 
indeed  in  their  fopbiftick  fubtiliiies,  but  in  Scripture 
a  plain  doArine.  Their  other  opinions  are  of  lefs 
moment  They  difpute  the  fatisfa&ion  of  Chrift,  or 
rather  the  word  '^  Satisfaction,''  as  not  Scriptural : 
but  they  acknowledge  him  both  God  and  their  Saviour. 
The  Arminian,  laftly,  is  condemned  for  fetting-up  free 
will  againft  free  grace;  but  that  imputation  he  dif** 
claims  in  all  his  writings,  and  grounds  himfelf  largely 
upon  Scripture  only.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
authors,  or  late  revivers,  of  all  thefe  fe&s,  or  opinions, 
were  learned,  worthy,  zealous,  and  religious  men,  as  ap» 
pears  by  their  lives  written;  and  the  fame  [may  be  faidj 
of  their  many  eminent  and  learned  followers,  perfect 
and  powerful  in  the  Scriptures,  holy  and  unblameable  in 
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their  lives;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  Cod  would 
defertfuch  painful  and  zealous  labourers  in  his  Churchy 
and  oft-times  great  fuflferers  for  their  confcience,  to 
damnable  errors  and  a  reprobate  fenfe,  who  had  fo 
often  implored  the  afliftance  of  his  Spirit;  but  rather^ 
having  made  no  man  infallible,  that  he  hath  pardoned 
their  errors,  and  accepts  their  pious  endeavours^  fin- 
cerely  fearching  all  things  acccording  to  the  rule  of 
Scripture,  with  fuch  guidance  and  dire£lion  as  they 
can  obtain  of  God  by  prayer.  What  Proteftant  then, 
who  himfelf  maintains  the  fame  principles,  and  dif- 
avows  all  implicit  faith,  would  perfecute,  and  not 
rather  charitably  tolerate,  fuch  men  as  thefe,  unlefs 
he  mean  to  abjure  the  principles  of  his  own  religion  ? 
If  it  be  aiked,  how  far  they  (hould  be  tolerated  ?  I 
anfwer,  doubtlefs  equally ,  as  being  all  Protefiants; 
that  is,  on  all  occafions  ready  to  give  account  of  their 
iaith,  either  by  arguing,  [orby]preaching  in  their  feveral 
aiTemblies,  [or  by]  publick  writing,  and  the  freedom  of 
printing.  For,  if  the  French  and  Polonian  ProteAants 
enjoy  all  this  liberty  among  Fapiils,  much  more  muy 
a  Protedant  juftly  expeft  it  among  Proteftants;  and 
yet  fometimes,  here  among  us,  the  one  perfecutes  the 
other  upon  every  flight  pretence. 

But  he  is  wont  to  fay,  he  enjoins  only  things  indif^ 
ferent.  Let  them  be  fo  dill ;  who  gave  him  authority 
to  change  their  nature  by  enjoining  them?  if  by  his 
own  principles,  as  is  proved,  he  ought  to  tolerate 
controverted  points  of  do£triue  not  flightly  grounded 
on  Scripture,  tnuch  more  ought  he  not  to  impofe 
things  indiflferent  without  Scripture.  In  religion  no- 
thing is  indifferent ;  but,  if  it  come  once  to  be  im|>ofed9 
is  either  a  command  or  a  prohibition,  and  fo  confe- 
quently  an  addition  to  the  word  of  God,  which  he 

^       2e3  profefles 


423 

proFefles  to  difallow.  Befides^  how  unequal,  kow  viw 
charilablp  mud  it  needs  be,  to  unpofe  that  which  hH 
confcience  cannot  urge  him  to  impofe,  upon  him 
•whofe  confcience  forbids  him  to  obey?  What  can  it 
be  but  love  of  contention  for  things  not  neceiTary  to  be 
idon^  to  moled  the  confcience  of  his  brother,  who 
holds  them  necefTary  to  be  not  done?  To  conclude,  let 
fuch  an  one  but  call  to  mind  his  own  principles  above- 
f  mentioned,  and  he  mud  necefiarily  grant,  that  neither 
can  he  impofe,  nor  the  other  believe  or  obey,  aught  in 
religion,  but  from  the  word  of  God  only*  More 
^mply  to  underdand  this,  may  be  read  the  14th  and 
15th  Chapters  to  the  Romans^  and  the  contents  of  the 
X4th,  fet-forth  no  doubt  but  with  full  authority  of  the 
Cbvrch  of  England ;  the  glofs  is  this :  "  Men  may 
not  contemn,  or  condemn,  one  the  other  for  things 
indifferent/'  And  in  the  6th  article  above-mentioned| 
^*  whatfoeveris  not  read  in  Holy  Scripture,  nor  may 
be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any  man 
as  an  article  of  Faith,  or  nece0ary  to  Salvation/* 
And  certainly  what  is  not  fo,  is  not  to  be  required  at 
9II J  as  being  an  £(dditicn  to  the  word  of  God  exprefsly 
forbidden. 

Thus  this  long  and  hot  conted,  whether  Protedants 
ought  to  tolerate  one  another,  if  men  will  be  but  ra- 
tional and  not  partial,  may  be  ended  without  need  of 
more  words  to  compofe  it. 
The  claimi  Let  us  now  enquire  whether  Popery  be  tolerable  or 
po.  Popery  is  a  double  thing  to  deal  aMrith,  and  qlaimi 
'  a  twofold  power,  l^cclesiastical,  and  Poluical^  both 
ufurped,  and  the  one  fupporting  the  other. 

But  Ecclesiastical  is  ever  pretended  to  Political^ 
The  Pope  by  this  mixt  faculty  pretends  right  to  king- 
doms an()  dates,  and  efpecially  to  this  of  England} 

tbronei| 


ihtMt^f  Md  iitithtt)iM?s  kidgs,  dkd  ibfolv^s  tbe  peofM 
ftom  th£lt  ob^dlMte  to  tfaeiH ;  Ibfnetimes  ibt^rdifis  x6 
^rfable  tt^ioiift  the  pttbUck  WOrihip  of  God^  ihuttiag-up 
thar  cttttfclMft:  afitl  wag  wont  to  draiti-away  the  greateft 
(Iran  of  the  wtalth  of  this  theti  miferable  land,  as  part 
of  hin  psAttmotyt  to  maihtain  the  pfide  and  luxuty  of 
his  tb^H  aad  pttlates :  and  tiow^  fiiice^  thrbtigh  tfa^ 
itiittiie  eser^yatid  favour  of  God^we  have  fliakeh^ff  hid 
HabyloHtAiyoke^  hath  n6t  ceal^d  by  his  fpies  iind  agent^^ 
Bulfsp  tittd  EiiiiC^rieS^  t^oeAdeatour]  once  to  defiroy  both 
klbgaudparltalMllt ;  [and]pigrpfetuaHytofeduc^>oortupt» 
Atid  perVeft  ts  tttaty  as  they  cati  of  the  peopfe.    Whe* 
kher  therefbit  it  be  fit  or  l^afonable,  to  toterate  men 
thus  principled  iti  fcligion  towards  the  ftate^  I  fubmit 
it  td  the  ^OQ^demtion  of  fdl  magifirjites,  who  are  befl 
Mt  to  provide  fer  their  own  and  the  publick  fafety.  As  T|ie  ettt" 
f(3t  (oletating  the  exerdfe  of  their  religion,  fuppofing  p^pifhwJJ. 
their  ftate^tdivitie*  i>ot  to  be  dangepou^  I  anfwer,  that  •JjJ^„,**J^ 
tokfafion  is  either  publick  or  private ;  and  the  exercife  therefore 
of  theif  reli^on,  is  far  as  it  is  idolatrous,  can  be  tol^^  toL  tole- 
rated neither  way  s  not  publickly,  without  gricvoui  ^^^^' 
atkd  unfuififcrable  icatldal  given  to  all  confcientious  be* 
hoideht ;  itot  privately,  without  gfeat  offence  to  God, 
declared  agaiikft  all  kind  of  idolatry,  though  fecret. 
£zek«  viii.  7,  8,    <^  J^nd  he  brought  me  to  the  door  of 
the  cdirn,  atid,  wheA  I  looked,  beholda  hole  in  the  walk 
Th^n  faid  he  unto  me,  fon  of  man,  dig  now  hi  the  wall: 
attd  ^hen  I  had  digged,  behold  a  door;  and   he  faid 
tmto  fH6^  go-in,  and  behold  the  wicked  abomination^ 
that  they  do  hefe."     And   ver,  12.     "Then  fatd  h^ 
unto  me^  fon  of  man,  haft  thou  feen  what  the  ancienttk 
of  the  houfe  of  Krael  do  in  the  da^k  }*'  &c.   And  it  ap- 
peitrs  by  the  whole  chapter,  that  God  was  iio  lefs  of«> 
fendtid^  with  there  fecret  idolatries,  than  with  thofe  in 

S  £  4  publick  ; 
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publick;  and  no  lefs  provoked,  ibaii  tobring^on  and 

haften  his  judgments  on  the  whole  land  for  thefe  alfo. 

Having  (hewn  thus,  that  Popery,  as  being  Idolatrous^ 

is  not  to  be  tolerated  either  in  publick  or  in  private;  it 

muft  be  now  thought  how  to  remove  it  and  hinder  the 

growth  thereof;  I  mean  in  our  natives,  and  not  fo« 

reigners,  privileged  by  the  Law  of  nations.    Are  we  to 

puni(h  them  by  corporal  punifliment,  or  fines  in  their 

eftates,  upon  account  of  their  religion  ?  I  fuppofe  it 

ftands  not  with  the  clemency  of  the  gofpel,  more  than 

what  appertains  to  the  fecurity  of  the  date :  but,  firft, 

we  muft  remove  their  Idolatry,  and  all  the  furniture 

thereof,  whether  Idols,  or  the  Mafs,  wherein  they 

adore  their  God  under  bread  and  wine :  for  the  com* 

Images  and  mandment  forbids  to  adore,  not  only  ''any  graven 

alt,  or  In-  image,  but  the  likenefs  of  any  thing  in  heaven  abovCf, 

*f  uSuti*    ^^  '**  ^^^  ^^'^^^  beneath,  or  in  the  water  under  the  earth; 

ought  to  be  thou  (halt  not  bDw-<iown  to  them,  nor  worfhip  them  ; 

and  re-*      for  I  the  Lord  tny  God  am  a  jealous  God/'    If  they 

moved.       j^^^  ^j^^^  j^^  removing  their  Idols  we  violate  their  conr 

fciences,  we  have  no  warrant  to  regard  confcience 
which  is  not  grounded  on  Scripture :  and  they  them- 
felvesconfefs  in  their  late  defences,  that  they  hold  not 
their  images  neceflary  to  falvation,  but  only  as  they 
are  enjoined  them  by  tradition. 

Shall  we  condefcend  to  difpute  with  them  ?  The 
Scripture  is  our  only  principle  in  religion ;  and  by  that 
only  they  will  not  be  judged,  but  will  add  other  prin- 
ciples of  their  own,  which,  forbidden  by  the  word  of 
God,  we  cannot  aflent  to.  And  [in  feveral  places  of 
the  gofpel]  the  common  maxim  alfo  in  Logick  is, 
«'  againft  them  who  deny  principles,  we  are  not  to 
difpute."  Let  them  bound  their  dirputatians  on  the 
Scripture  only,  and  an  ordinary  Protefiant,  well-read  in 

the 
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the  Bible,  may  turn  and  wind  their  doSor?.  The^ 
will  not  go-about  to  prove  their  Idolatries  by  the  word 
of  God,  but  turn  to  (hifts  and  evafions,  and  frivolous 
diftinftions :  Idols,  they  fay,  are  laymen's  books,  and  a 
great  means  to  (lir*up  pious  thoughts  and  devotion  ta 
the  learnedeft.  I  fay,  they  are  no  means  of  God^s  ap* 
pointings  but  plainly  the  contrary :  let  them  hear  the 
prophets ;  Jer.  x.  8.  ^^  The  (lock  is  a  dodrine  of  vani« 
ties."  Hab.ii.i8.  *' What  profiteth  the  graven  image 
that  the  maker  thereof  hath  graven  it:  the  molten 
image  aqd  a  teacher  of  lies}"  But  they  alledge  in  their 
late  anfwers,  that  the  laws  of  Mofes,  given  only  to  the 
Jews,  concern  not  us  under  the  Gofpel ;  and  remember 
not  that  Idolatry  is  forbidden  as  exprefsly :  but  with 
thefe, wiles  and  fallacies  ^' compafling  fea  and  land^ 
like  the  Pharifees  of  old,  to  make  one  profelyte,  they 
lead-away  privily*  many  fimple  and  ignorant  fouls,  men 
and  women,  ^*  and  make  them  twofold  moft  the  chiU 
dren  of  hell  than  themfelves,"  Mat.  xxiii.  15.  But 
the  Apoftle  hath  well  warned  us,  I  may  fay,  from  fuch 
deceivers  as  thefe;  for  their  myftery  was  then  working. 
**I  befeech  you,  brethren,*'  faith  he,  **  mark  thera 
which  caufe  divifions  and  offences,  contrary  to  the 
do&rine  which  ye  have  learned  ;  and  avoid  them:  for 
they  that  are  fuch,  ferve  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
but  their  own  belly,  and  by  good  wordsand  fair  fpeeches 
deceive  the  heart  of  the  fimple,"  Rom.  xvi.  17»  18. 

The  next  means  to  hinder  the  growth  of  Popery,  Protettanti 
will  be  to  read  duly  and  diligently  the  holy  fcriptures,  diligent  ta 
which,  as  St.  Paul  faith  to  Timothy,  (who  had  known  I^UJc!!!* 

*  "  Besides  tohat  the  grim  tooff  with  privy  pmw 
Daily  devours  apactT 

tn  Milton*8  Elegy  on  the  death  of  his  worthy  and  learned  friend, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  King,  writteu  inthe  year  1638,  and  intitled 
ttycidas. 

«  them 
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dmn  from  a  child,)  ^^  are  able  to  make  wife  utito  falvs« 
tion/'    And  to  the  whole  church  of  Coloffi ;  <'I>t  the 
word  of  Chrift  dwell  in  you  plentifully,  with  M  wit 
dom/'  Col.  iii.  16.    The  Papal,  Antichriftian,  church 
permits  not  her  Lately  to  read  the  Bible  in  their  own 
tongue;  our  church  on  the  contrary  hath  propofed  it  to 
all  men,  and  to  thia  end  tranflated  it  into  Engliihy  with 
profitable  notes  on  what  is  met-widi  obfcur^,  though 
what  is  moft  neceOary  ta  be  known  be  dill  plainefl  { 
that  all  forts  and  degrees  of  men,  not  underftanding 
the  origtnal,    may  read  it  in  their  mothef^ongiie* 
Neither  let  the  countryman,  the  tradesman,  the  law-* 
yer,  the  phyfician,  the  ftatesman»  ezcufe  hkttfelf  hf 
his  much  bufinefa  from  the  ftudiops  reading  thereof* 
Our  Saviour  faith,  Luke  x.  41,  ^2.    *<  Thou  art  catt^ 
fill  and  troubled  about  many  things ;  but  one  tfaitig  ii 
needful/'    If  they  were  a(ked,  they  wouM  be  loth  to 
fet  earthly  things,  wealth,  or  honour,  before  the  wii^ 
dom  of  falvation.    Yet  moft  men,  in  the  courfe  and 
pra£lice  of  their  lives,    are  found   to  do  fo;    and, 
through  unwillingnefs  to  take  the  pains  of  underfland^ 
jng  their  religion  by  their  own  diligent  ftudy,  would 
fain  be  fared  by  a  deputy,    Hence  comes  Implicit  faith, 
ever  learning  and  never  taught,  much  hearing  and  fmatl 
proficience,  till  want  of  fundamental  knowledge  eaftfy 
turns  to  fuperftition  or  Popery  :  therefore  the  Apoflle 
admoniffies,  Ephef.  iv.  14.     "  That  we  henceforth  be 
no  more  children,  toffed  to  and  fro  and  carried-about 
with  every  wind  of  dodrine,  by  the  fleight  of  men, 
and  cunning  crafiinefs,  whereby  they  lie-in-wait  to  de* 
ccive."     Every  member  of  the  church,  at  least  of  any 
breeding  or  capacity,  ought  to  be  fo  well  grounded  in 
fpiritual  knowledge,  as,  if  need  be,  to  examine  their 
teachers  themfelvcs,  Afts  xvii.  U,    *^  They  fearched 
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the  Scriptures  daily,  whether  thole  things  were  ibi 
|{ev.  ii.  2.  '<  Thou  haft  tried  them  which  fay  they  are 
apoftles,  and  are  not/'  How  fliould  any  private  Chrib 
tian  try  his  teachers,  unlefa  he  be  well-grounded  him** 
felf  in  the  rule  of  Scripture,  by  which  he  is  taught  ?  Ai 
^erefore  among  Fapifts,  their  ignorance  in  Scripture 
chiefly  upholds  Popery ;  fo  among  Protellant  people, 
the  frequent  and  (erious  reading  thereof  will  foon^ft  pull 
popery  down. 

Another  means  to  abate  Popery,  arises  from  th^ 
conftant  reading  of  Scripture,  wherein  believers  who 
agree  in  themairi^  are  every -where  exhorted  to  mutua) 
forbearance  and  charity  one  towards  the  other,  though 
diflenting  in  fome  opinions.  It  is  written  that  the 
coat  of  our  Saviour  was  without  feam;  vr hence  fome 
would  infer,  that  there  fliould  be  no  divifipn  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift.  It  ihotikl  be  fo  indeed ;  yet  feama 
in  the  fame  cloth,  neither  hurt  the  garment,  nor  mxU 
become  it|  and  not  only  feams,  but  fchifms  will  be 
while  men  are  fallible:  but,  if  they  who  diflent  iu 
matters  not  eflential  to  belief,  while  the  commen  adver* 
fary  is  in  the  field,  (hall  (land jarring  and  pelting  atone 
another,  they  will  be  foon  routed  and  fubdued.  The 
Papift  with  open  mouth  makes  much  advantage  of  our 
feveral  opinions ;  not  that  he  is  able  to  confute  the 
word  of  them,  but  that  we,  by  our  continual  jangle 
among  ourfel  ves,  make  them  worfe  than  they  are  indeed, 
To  fave  ouffelves,  therefore,  and  refift  the  commou 
enemy,  it  concerns  us  mainly  to  agree  within  ourfelvesn 
that  with  joint  forces  we  may  not  only  hold  our  owoj^ 
but  get  ground  ;  and  why  (hould  we  not  ?  The  Gofpel 
commands  us  to  tolerate  one  another,  though  of  vari<^ 
ous  opinions,  and  hath  promifed  a  good  and  happy 
^yent  thereof  5  Phil,  iii,  1^*  **  Let  us  therefore,  ai 
«  maojr 
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many  as  be  perfeft,  be  thus  minded  ;  and  if  in  any 
thing  yc  be  otherwife  minded,  God  (hall  reveal  even 
this  unto  you."  And  we  are  bid,  i  Theff.  v.  ai» 
"  Prove  all  things,  hold-faft  that  which  is  good.*'  St. 
Piul  judged  ihat  not  only  to  tolerate,  but  to  examine 
and  prove  all  things,  was  no  danger  to  our  holding  fad 
that  which  is  good.  How  (hall  we  prove  aH  things, 
which  includes  all  opinions  at  leaft,  founded  on  Scrip- 
ture, unlefs  we  not  only  tolerate  them,  but  patiently 
hear  them,  and  ferioufly  read  them  ?  If  he  who  thinks 
himfelf  in  the  truth,  profeffes  to  have  learnt  it,  not  by 
implicit  faith,  but  by  attentive  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures, 
and  full  perfuafion  of  heart ;  with  what  equity  can  he 
refijfe  to  hear  or  read  him,  who  demonflrates  to  have 
gained  his  knowledge  by  the  fame  way  ?  Is  it  a  fair 
courfe  to  aflert  truth,  by  arrogating  to  himfelf  the  only 
freedom  of  fpeech,  and  flopping  the  mouths  of  others 
equally  gifted  ?  This  is  the  direft  way  to  bring-in  that 
papiilicai,  implicit,  faith  which  we  all  difclaim.  They 
pretend  it  would  unfeltle  the  weaker  fort ;  the  fame 
groundlefs  fear  is  pretended  by  theRomifh  clergy.  At 
leaft  then,  let  them  have  leave  to  ^vrite  in  Latin,  which 
the  common  people  underftand  not ;  that  what  they 
hold  may  be  difcufled  among  the  learned  only.  We 
fuflfer  the  Idolatrous  books  of  Papifts,  without  this  fear, 
to  be  fold  and  read  as  common  as  our  own :  why  not 
much  rather  of  Anabatptifls,  Arians,  Arminians,  and  So* 
cinians  ?  There  is  no  learned  man  but  will  confefs  he 
hath  much  profited  by  reading  conlroverfies,  bis  fenfes 
awakened,  his  judgement  fharpened,  and  the  truth 
which  he  holds,  more  firmly  eftabliflied.  If  then  it  be 
profitable  for  him  to  read,  why  {hould  it  not,  at  leaft, 
be  tolerable  andfree  for  his  adverfary  towrite?  In  Logick, 
they  teach,  that  contraries  laid«together  more  evidently 

appear ; 
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lypear;  it  follows  then^  that,  all  controverfy  being  per* 
xnittedy  fallbood  will  appear  the  more  falfe^  and  truth 
the  morrc  true  ;  which  muft  needs  conduce  much,   not  ^  ▼icimii 
only  to  the  confounding  of  Popery^  but  to  the  general  Hfedisp^sei 
confirmation  of  unimplicit  truth.  iecgPoperf. 

The  laft  means  to  avoid  Popery,  is  to  amend  our 
lives.  It  is  a  general  complaint  that  this  Nation,  of  late 
yearS)    is  grown  more  numeroufly    dad  '  exceffively  ' 

vicious  than  heretofore;  pride,  luxury,  drunkennefs, 
whoredom,  curfing,  fwearing,  bold  and  open  atheifm, 
every-where  abounding :  where  thefe  grow,  no  wonder 
if  Popery  alfo  grow  a-pace.  There  is  no  man  fo  wicked, 
but  fometimes  his   confcience   will   wring  him   with 
thoughts  of  another  world,  and  the  peril  of  his  foul ;, 
the  trouble  and  melancholy  which  he  conceives  of  true 
repentance  and  amendment  he  endures  not,  but  inclines 
rather  to  fome  carnal  fuperdition,  which  may  pacify 
and  lull  his  confcience  with  fome  more  pleafing  doc-     ^«  ^ 
trine.    None  more  ready  and  officious  to  offer  herfelf 
than  the  Romifb,  and  opens  wide  her  office,  with  all 
her  faculties,   to  receive  him ;   eafy   confeffion,  eafy 
abfolution,  pardons,  indulgences,  roafles  for  him  both     ^  3^ 
quick  and  dead,  Agnus  Dei's,  reliques,  and  the  like: 
and  he,  inftead  of  ''  working-out  his  falvation  with 
fear  and  trembling/'  ftrait  thinks  in  his  heart  (like 
another  kind  of  fool  than  he  in  the  pfalms)  to  bribe 
God  as  a  corrupt  Judge;  and  by  his  prodlor,  fome 
prieft,  or  fryer,  to  buy-out  his  peace  with  money, 
which   he  cannot  with  his  repentance.    For  God, 
when  men  fin  outragioufly,  and  will  not  be  admonifhed, 
gives-over  chaftizing  them,  perhaps,  by  peftilence, 
fire,  fword,  or  famine,  which  may  all  turn  to  their 
good,  and  takes-up  his  fevered  punifhments,  hardnefs, 
befottednefs,  of  heart,  and  idolatry,  to  their  final  per- 
dition*^   Idolatry  brought  the  Heathen  to  heinous 
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tenigreflSoniy  tkmi.  ii*  And  heinoas  tran%i<;ttotH 
afit*liine»  bring  the  flight  profeffors  of  tnie  religron^ 
IP  grofe  Idolatry  c  i  Theff.  ii.  1 1^  la.  ^^  For  this  caofe 
God  (hall  fend  them  ftvong  delufion  that  they  ftould 
believe  a  lye,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  be- 
lieve not  the  truth,  but  bad  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefc.'^ 
And  Ifaiah  zliv.  18.  fpeaking  of  Idolaters,  *'  They 
liave  not  known  nor  underftood;  for  he  hath  (but  their 
^es  that  they  cannot  fee,  and  their  heartt  that  they 
cannot  underftand/'  Let  ns  therefore,  nfing  this  laft 
means,  (laft  here  fpoken-of,  but  6rfttobedone,)  amend 
our  lives  with  all  fpeech;  left  through  impenitencywe 
mn  into  that  ftupidity,  which  we  now  feek  all  meanr 
£>  wearily  to  avoid,  tbe  worft  of  fuperftitions,  and  thc^ 
heavieft  of  all  God's  judgements.  Popery. 


By  this  trad  on  Toleration  it  appears  that  Milton^ 
(though  a  moft  powerful  and  vehement  advocate  for 
both  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty),  yet  thought  that 
Papifts,  from  the  hoftility  of  their  principles  to  the 
memberb  of  all  other  Churches  but  that  of  Rome,  were 
not  proper  objeAs  of  Toleration,  under  a  Proteftant 
Government.  How  much  more  would  he  have  been 
ibocked,  if  he  had  been  now  living,  at  the  opinion  that 
is  now  adopted  by  the  new  Whigs,  as  they  call  them* 
felves,  who  wi(h  not  only  to  tolerate  them,  or  permit 
them  to  profefs  the  Popi{l)«  Religion,  and  make  ufe  of 
the  mafs,  and  the  Popifli  facraments  in  their  places  of 
worfliip,  (which  is  properly  Toleration^)  but  to  make 
them  capable  of  holding  judicial  offices  and  adminillering 
the  laws  of  England  in  our  Courts  of  Judicature,  and 
erf*  commanding  our  Navies  and  Armies.  This  they  call 
Catbolick  Emancipation  \  but  I  fliould  think  it  ought 
father  to  be  called  Caikolick  Exaltation. 
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advantage^  not  onety  of  every  singU 

Interfst,  but  to  the  bringing 

fdidy  lafting,  P^c^  unto 

the  Nation. 

wmtmTm^  %n  the  tear  1659  and^  PROBABLr, 

ABOttT  TUB  SOTS  OV^'IILT. 
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THB 


INTEREST  OF  ENGLAND  STATED. 


To  have  a  thorough  fenfe  of  our  prefent  Sufferinga^ 
and  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  inevitable  ruine,  which 
our  divifions  (if  not  compofed)  will  bring  upon  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  as  it  is  a  matter  of  little  difficulty  in  its  felf,  fo  [ib 
it]  of  very  inconfiderable  ufe.  That  which  would  be 
more  behoveful,  were  to  find-out  an  Expedient,  for  the 
alleviating  the  ills  we  now  feel,  ana  the  prevention  of 
thofe  we  fear;  both  of  which,  having  been  by  feveral 
means,  during  a  long  tra6l  of  time,  in  vain  attempted, 
the  cafe  is  now  by  many  given-over,  as  incurable.  But, 
upon  ferious  Confideration,  it  appears,  that  not  the 
Malignancy  of  our  difeafe  has  occafioned  thofe  mif- 
carriages,  but  the  ill  application  of  remedies  has  done 
it.  In  particular,  that  men  have  not  either  defired  to 
know,  or  to  remove,  the  diftemptrs  of  the  Publicly 
but  laboured  to  throw-off  their  Single  and  immedia.te 
preflures,  and,  to  that  end,  endevoured  to  advance  the 
party  they  adhered-to,  and  to  beat-down  all  others : 
whereby  it  came-about,  that  Divifions,  inftead  of 
Compofure,  have  dill  grown  wider;  and  paflionate 
Hates,  inftead  of  being  allayed,  have  rifen  higher,  and 
been  more  exafperated.  But,  it  being  certain,  that  the 
real  good  of  the  Nation,  confifts  not  in  the  private 
benefit  of  fingle  Men,  but  the  advantage  of  the  Publick  ; 
and  that  is  made-up,  not  by  the  Welfare  of  any  one 
Party,  but  of  all ;  '^tis  evident,  that  the  only  means  ta 
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jproeure  ibe  general  good>  muft  be  commenforatt  uDto 
the  whole  Community ;  looking  upon  all  perfons,  no( 
AS  Heads,  or  Partifans^  of  any  private  fa&ion  or  Intrreft, 
but  as  Members  of  the  Nation ;  and  the  pretentioim 
pf  fingle  Men,  or  Parties,  however  nuiherouf,  are  only 
fo  far  forth  to  be  purfued,  as  they  advance  the  other 
general  Intereft.  Which  bein^  laiddowp  as  evident 
and  certain  truth,  the  liext  confideration  will  be,  what 
are  the  Interefls  of  all  the  feveral  parties  of  the  Nation 
now  on  foot,  and  what  the  Fubllck  is ;  that  fo  difcoverv 
may  be  made  how  confident  the  private  aims  are,  botn 
among  themfdves,  and  with  the  general :  and  alfo  how 
poflible  it  is  to  find-out  an  Expedient;  foir  the  atcheivCf- 
ment  of  the  cdmmbn  good« 

If  we  take  a  view  of  the  feveral  pretentions,  carried-  a  Tfewnf 
on  in  the  Nation  apart,  we  (hall  find  the  mod  cbnfider-  of  thrd^* 
able  to  be,   the  koman^Catbolick,  the  RTyaltfl,  the[«^^^ 
Presbyterian^  the  Anabaptiji,  th^  Army^  the  P^oteHo-  Natibn* 
rienh  the  Parliam^t. 

Ip  Tis  the  ftoman^Catbolicl^s  aim  not  only  to 
jibrogate  the  penal  Laws,  and  become  capable  of  all 
employments  in  the  Common- wealth;  but  to  introduce 
his  religion,  to  reftore  the  rights  of  the  Church, .  and 
Utterly  eradicate  all  that  he  efteenfs  Herefie. 

S.  ^Tis  the  RotfaU/Ff  defire  to  bring-in  th^  fCing  a 
Conquerour,  to  recover  their  lofles  in  the  late  War, 
be  rendered  capable  of  civil  employment,  And  have  the 
former  (Sovernraent  of  the  Church* ' 

8.  Tis  the  Presbyterian^ s  defire  to  fet-up  Jiis  difci- 
pline,  to  ha?e  the  Covena^it  ^ihforc'd,  and  only  fuch  as 
take  it,  to  be  employed  in.  Church  or  State  ;tQ  be 
indempnified  in  reference  to  what  theyiiave  dohei  and 
f^cur'd  of  what  they  pofletfe. 
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4.  'tis  the  wi(h  of  the  Baptized  Charcks,  thlt  ihtrt 
might  be  do  Eccledaftical  Gov^nment  of  any  kind, 
taor  Minift^rial  funAion^  or  provifion  ifbr  it ;  and  that 
onely  perfona  fo  inindedi  (hould  be  cap&bte  of  employ'^ 
ment;  likewife  to  be  indempnified  for  l^hat  they  have 
done* 

3.  Ti^  the  aim  of  tlie  Army,  to  goVem  the  Nation^ 
to  kefep  themfetves  from  being  disbanded^  or  engaged 
m  war^  to  fecure  their  pay,  and  to  be  indemptaified  for 
all  pad  aSiofl. 

6.  'Ti8  the  detire  of  the  Family  of  the  late  Pro/^o^ 
to  eftablifh  the  Heir  of  his  Houfe,  ^at  tbey  may  ruTe 
him,  and  he  the  Nation,  and  fo  both  preferve  anJ 
advance  tbemfefves, 

t.  Tis  the  wifti  of  the  prefeht  ParlihthenU  (ai  far 
as  they  have  one  common  defign)  to  continue  them" 
ftilves  in  abfolule  power,  by  the  l^cious  name  of  a^ 
popular  Goverhmeht}  to  new-model  atid  divide,  ahd, 
at  lafi^  take-down,  the  Army;  and,  fihafly,  under  th^ 
pretence  of  a  Committee  of  Parliameiit,  or  Council  of 
State,  fet'Up  an  Oligarchy,  refemblinjg  that  <^  tb^ 
thirty  Tyrants  in  Athens. 

La%,  'Tis  the  general  Intereft  of  thts  Nation  t6 
eftabliih  the  ancient  fundamental  LaWs,  upbb  whidti 
every  one's  propriety  and  liberty  are  1)uih,  (b  (i^tfe 
Religion,  to  procure  a  general  Indempntty  iter  aA 
aflions  paft,  to  revive  their  Tangui(hing  and'^Ijfnoft  deaifi 
trade,  gain  an  alliance,  with  our  neighbour  i^ates;  t6 
put  the  Government  in  fuch  hands,  as,  beffdes  'prefent 
force,  can  plead  a  legal  title  to  it;  into  the  badds  oif 
fuch  With  whoJTe  private  intereft  that  olf  the  pubfick  ndl 
onely  confifts,  but  in  which  ^tis  necedarily  involved) 
which  likemfe  does  leaft  contradi^  the  aims  olf  piifti- 

cular 


435 

cular  partief  t  l^f^lVt  Um  hands  of  fuch,  whofe  pounf^). 
is  fit  to  dire^  ia  mi^ttera  of  deliberation^  and  courage. 
fit  to  vindicate  the  JQJpri^s  of  the  Nation- 
Having  impartially  propofed  the  feveral  Intecefts  that 
each  Party  defigns  to  i(  ielf^  w^  come  now  to  cpuGder 
Iiow  far  ih^Y  sM  altai^vajbl^  i  9T,  if  at^up^d,  how  ^pa« 
fifient  with  the  publicjc  benefit ;  ne^Ltj  bow  con^ftent 
with  th^  of  all  other  parties  refpe^lively  $  and,  in  fine, 
bow  prpdudive  of  thp  real  h(^wit  of  themljfilv^. 

Fiffts  aa  to  th^    Booian*CathoUck  pretenfiops  ofTbeRomtn 
reftoriag  to  the  Pop^  k'l^  ^a^knt  revenue  and  jurifdic-*  purty. 
tipO;  ^d  tjhe  Ch\ircb  all  that  was  alienated  in  Hepry 
thie  eighth's  time,  'tis  ly)  way  fei^able  ;  the  Ferquifites 

of  the  3€e  pf  Rfm€9  %n^  thye  payn^cAt^  to  the  Pope, 
being  grater  ll^n  wr  Cpntributipns  £p  much  com- 
plaimed'of  I  .  aad  the  i«npo®biIity  of  r^itution  of 
Chui:eb*l4«da  if  plab  frcw  what  wils  done  i^  Queeijt 
J4an0*$  days»  wbe9  tb/e  great^  cealoti  for  that  profef* 
fioo»  cbofe  ratib^jr  to  throw  their  Beads  into  the  fire, 
than  refign  their  Conveyiwipes  of  Abby-land.  Then,  a$ 
to  his  reljgion,  'tis  vifibly  ihe  ruine  of  all  other  parties  ; 
Q,  Mffrk'sf^iHm9i¥m  by  6re  aokd  faggoi,  witli  all  the 
leriwrs  of  tkws  Jiiqpifiition,  being  infeparable  attendaoti 
OQ  it.  Now,  the  bplk  of  ike  NaUon  b^ing  pofleft  of 
the  ufage  they  IbouU  have  from  the  Roman-Catholicka 
tf  Ihey  pfCYailedy  befides  j^il  ^be/  Antipathies  deeply 
radicated  in  tbe  mtnds  of  far  the  greateft  p^rt  of  the  Na^ 
tion;  it  i$  nnoraUy  impoflible  U  (hwld  ever  be  introdMced 
l^itbout  a  forraiga  force  of  (Meh  ftrenflth  as  to  makie  m 
abfolute  conqoeft}  wbicii  wou}d  involve  the  wbok 
NaUoAf  en4  the  Papifts  themfidves,  in  one  comoioo 
mine :  Tbe  sword  not  dlflingui/bing  the  Catbolickjrom 
ikf  HeriAck ;  arid  hoving  o^e^  this  kindness  for  its 
frisndsy  i9  smd  thum  sfesdily  to  HetsviUt^ben  ths  otbsrs    n  b, 
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were  defignedfor  Hell  * ;  and  this  iht  Catholicks  were 
fenfible  of  in  the  invafion  of  88^  afluring  the  Queen  of 
as  great  fidelity  as  (be  eouid  eXpeA  from  any  of  her' 
Proteftant  Subjeds. 
the  Bo^A*      Secondly^  the  R^alisi  pretenfion  of  having  the  King^ 
itt  Pfcitjr.     ^  abfolutc  Conqoeror,  as  it  would  deftroy  the  Interefts 
of  all  parties  that  have  appeared  againft  him  or  his  Fa- 
ther, would   infringe  the  liberties  of  iht  Engli/b  Sub- 
jeds  in  general,  and  in  fine,  opprefs  the  Cavalier  him- 
felf :  befides,  it  is  no  way  attainable  by  that  party,  being 
inconfiderabte  both  in  number  and  warlike  prepara- 
tions to  the  reft:  yet  fatthex',  (hould  he  fe  prevail,  the 
looking-back  for  reftitution  of  all  damages  paft  in  fo' 
many  years,  were  utterly  againft  his  intereft,  and  would* 
ft>rfeit  the  moft  abfolute  vi£kory :    no  power  being 
retained  by  violence,  however  acquired  thereby.    And 
in  thofe  terms  of  difficulty,  the  fetting-up  the  primitive 
Government  of  the  Church,  at  feaft  in  its  fiiH  height^ 
againft  fo  great  a  multitude  of  eager  diflenters,  accord* 
iDg  to  probability  wiH  not  ftand, 
'^kcPrtt-       Thirdly,    the   Pretty terian  aim  of  fetting-up  hitf 
Pitnl.*"     Bifciplitle,  has  the  former  inconveniences,  widi  the 
addition  of  fome  others  }•  for,  befidies  that  its  rife  muftf 
be  the  overtbitw  of  all  other  parties,  ^hith  are  more 
confidefable  in  the  Nation  then  themfdves ;  that  rigid 
Government  no  ways  ciomplies  with  the  genius  of  the 
Nation,  nor  the  frame  of  our  Municipal  Laws :  which 
the  late  Bling  was  well  aware  of,  whqi  he  conceded  to 
the  fetting  of  it  up  for  three  years,  being  fully  fat isfied 
how  efiedual  an  argument  the  experience  of  that  (hort 

lime  would  be  to  pcrfwade  the  Nation  to  endure  fo- 

I 

^  llie  v^ry  words  of  a  SpaBish  Frite-,  when  dentailded  what 
they  would  do  with  the  Engfyk  C^atholicks  ia  I5%9i 
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Ratling  and  beayy  a  yoak  no  longer.  As  to  ibe  poli^i 
qf  Indempnityi  that  is  fccured  fufficienjtiy  in  th«  pre* 
ceediog  paragraph ;  for,  if  the  CavalUrsj  who  are  ihfi 
great  fufiercrs,  muft  iiave  no  xeparations  (as  I  am  con* 
fident  they  ezpeft  none)  there  is  no  other  party  elfe  to 
fear  the  making  any:  and,  as  the  Cafe  now  ftands  in  the 
Churchy  the  late  difconragements  for  learning  have 
left  fo  fmall  a  (lore  of  perfons  fit  for  Ecclefiafiical  em* 
'ploymeots,  that  Livings  will  want  Scholars  of  what 
party  foever,  and  be  fcarce  fupplied ;  $nd  qot  Sc^iiolaiy 
be  deftitute  of  Livings. 

Fourthly,  the  pre]ten(ions  of  iht  Baptised- CbMrchesV^^^^ 
have  no  lefs  inconvenience  attending  them :  as  firfi^  charchet* 
jmportjn^  the  ruin  ofa.ll  otber  profefl^ons  of  religion  j 
the  adherents  to  which  are  evidently  not  qnely  the  moft 
jnumerous,  but  infinitely  the  moft  fubftantiafpartof  the 
Nation :  then,  jif  attained,  tbey  cannot  pofl^bly  fubfift^ 
;t  being  a  Maxime  in  pulicyi  that  Religion  is  tb$  Cp- 
mmii  of  Goyimmenip  without  a  publick  profeflion  of 
which,  and  the  maintenance  of  Learning  and  Mf  niftry^    N«  If* 
Athejfme  and  diforder  muft  needs  break-in.     Withal^ 
they  having  no  temporal  Government^  either  in  a 
fingle  perfon,  or  community,  to  which  even  themfdves 
would  unanimoufly  fubmit,  they  cannot  incorporate  into 
a  civil  fociety,  of  any  kind.    Laftly,  the  prafi^ifes  in 
Germany  by  ,tbe  Anabaftifts  there ;  tljieir  cruel^i  aqd 
all  manner  of  diforder^  their  .taking-^way  f  11  property 
of  Eftates,  founding  it  in  Grace  and  Saintlbipi  with  the 
hard  treatment  which  the  Pafifls  in  Inland  have  foundt 
and  the  Presfytfrian  Scots  in  the  North  part  of  the  fame 
Vingdome  have  lately  received  from  that  party,  make  all 
other  parties  infinitely  di^atisfied  in  their  acquiring  any 
jpower  over  them. 

fifthly,  as  to  the  Armies  governing  the  Nation  \  I  The  Aimy- 
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(liall  Dot  infill  on  the  inconfiderablenefs  of  their  num- 
ber^ or  the  intolerablenefs  of  being  ruled  by  the  fword^ 
&c.  There  needs  no  more  be  faid,  but  tbat^  a  few  weeka 
iince,  they  fo  plainly  faw  the  impoilibility  of  it,  that  they 
o?Mw*'  were  content  to  put  the  power  *  into  the  hands  of  thofe 
perfous  whom  they  had  mod  highly  difobliged  of  all  men^ 
and  whofe  intereft  vifibly  it  was  (and  alwayes  will  be)  to 
pull  them  down ;  not  knowing  otherwife  how  to  difpofe 
either  of  themfelves,  or  the  power  they  had  taken  from 
the  i^rotedor,  and  the  former  Parliament  |  nay^  they 
are  now  content  to  have  their  officers  thrown-out  after 
an  arbitrary  manner^  and  thofe  that  remain^  forced  to 
take  Commiftions  from  their  new  Mailers,  and  old 
bnemies  \  which  are  to  laft  but  for  a  few  moneths^  and 
pofiibly  be;taken-away  before  many  days  pafs^ver.  In 
the  mean  time  awM  with  the  exclufion  from  indemp« 
nity,  as  alfo  with  the  railing  County-Troops,  and  new 
Militia*s,  which  (what  ever  is  pretended)  are  defigned 
onety  to  check  and  curb  them :  likewife,  their  Arrears 
fo  pitifully  fatisfied,  that  they  feem  rather  a  jeer  then 
payment ;  and  yet  they  chufe  to  fubmit  to  all  this, 
rather  then  venture  the  confufion  of  afliiming  the  power 
into  their  own  hands. 

6.  The  pretenfions  of  the  ProteSlorian  Interell,  arc 
now  fo  lowe,  fo  odious ;  and,  what  is  worfe  then  that^ 
ridiculous  to  the  Nation^  the  feveral  Members  of.  the 
Family  having  been  falfe  to  one  another,  and  ^eir  beft 
friends,  and  tbetate  Heir  ^  having  in  his  perfon  betrayed 
fo  much  folly  and  cowardize,  (two  Ingredients  which 
will  deftroy  any  Government ))  'twould  be  impertinent 
to  (hew  that  it  cannot  be  acquired,  or,  if  poffibly 
returned,  could  not  be  fettled  i  ahd  of  the  unattaina* 
blenefle  of  their  defign,  the  old  Prote&or  himfelf  would 
bb  further  evidence,  whojfe  fuccefles  and  repute  in  the 
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WoiU  fAve  faini  fdYanUg^f  fi^r  before  thpfe  any  of 
JLoM  oa  hof^  to  h^Y^ ;  m^  yet  we  Jc^^he  ppu)4 nPfV 
.get  4b«t  ^tle  he  fo  ipuch  thirfted-fori  411d9if.be  had 
(ptiaed  it  {w]i^jyQb  it  is  credibly  reported,  he  de&gniBd 
npoft  that  very  d^y  he  4y^}  'ti9  vifibl^  to  prudent  nieo» 
bow  fatal  it  woi^ld  have  be^n,  ^ven  to  him :  But  lafily^ 
b<mr  far  it  would  be  from  the  JnUDeft  of  the  Nation,  to 
ffpoMrfe  iiich  a  %iari^l>  as  the  loainteDajQice  of  that 
f amilyj  with  ^^1^  Uvea  ^i^d  foTtuMts ;  let  them  b^ 
lodges  who  in  ibeir  Addrelies  folemniy  promifed  (o  4,9 
fo^  4^d|  within  lew  weeks  rafter,  utterly  def(^ted  it. 
.7.  The  vepmaDl  Parlumfsniaiy  Interefi,  is  of  likeThePiwtf 


^turje  ;  tf^t,  rilea  meerly  by  the  Annie's  favour,  and  nwawoiitii. 
fcan  fi^d  only  o^  ^s  Iluine,and  the  N^^pn's.  lu  plea  of  ^u>»»»^ 
ijgbt  is  fo  tbin,  that  1^  folier  perfon  would  be  a&amed  t0 
owniti  tbey  (leing  (topi^ffe  by  otbi»r£|iliinces}l<Haig  agQr» 
4^ally4iffolv^  in  the  death  of  the  King;  afterj,  apparent* 
iy  at  \ta&^  [having  been]  made  ufifree  by  the  fedufioa 
of  their  Members :  and  laftly,  aftually  diflblved  by  the 
late  ProteAor;  which  was  acknowledged  by  as  many 
Members  againft  themCsIves  as  fate  in  the  intermediate 
Parliaments)  efpecially  in  the  laft,  which  was  called 'T'^^^^ 
4ipon  the  old  national  account,  and  had  the  authority  Rtcbird  * 
<of  the  ABt  for  a  triennial  Parliament  to  ground  theit^"^"     * 
convention.    And  now,  to  compleat  the  Tyranny  and 
Ufufpalion,  this  carcafe  *  of  a  Parliament,  dead  many 

yeara 

**  It  appeanby  thtc  passage  that  thk  Common- wealth-Parlia- 
inent»  (contistiDj^of  a  remnant  of  the  famous  long  Parliament 
^bat  met  at  Westminster  on  the  3d  of  November,  1640,  and 
conducted  the  Civil  War  with  King  Charles  the  First,)  vras  at 
4hk  time  (July  90^  orftl,  l6S0b)  spoken^of  with  great  slight  and 
^contempt  on  accooot  of  the  small  number  of  persons  of  whidi 
it  was  composed*  after  the  foreible  seclusion  of  a  great  majority 
4>f  its  memben  in  December,  1648^  by  the  army»  to  make  way 
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jr^ar$  ago^  b<A^g  conjured-up  from  }ts  a(hei  aod 
fx>ttennefft9  by  the  omnipotence  of  the  Aftny^  continuet 
the  old  reclu6on  ftill,  and  fills  not  up  the  vaeank  places  ? 
tkVfj  is  fo  &r  from  filling-up,  that  its  primary  aim  is  tn 
overthrow  the  6onftitfuion  of  Parliaments;  and,  though 
it  pretends  to  popularity,  dares  not  refer  itfelf  Xof  the 
free  votes  of  the  people*  Nor  may  they  hope  to  fool  the 
Nation  with  promifes  of  not  out«fittifig  a  pfefiit  time,  or 
with  their  Rotalums  and  Panidflical  Elisions,  which  are 
no  way  grounded  on  the  people's  choyce,  and,  befidet, 
lay  no  foundation  of  Settlement,  as  beit^  unpradicable; 
and,  what  is  more,  when  fettled,  may  be  faried^  both 
by  their  prefent  Contrivers,  and  by  thofe  future  perfon$ 
that  fhall  bechcif^n ;  and  laftly,  by  the  Army,  without 
whofe  licence  nothing  is  valid,  or  of  force.  In  fhort^ 
its  pretentions  are  far  more  deftrti&ive  to  the  Nation, 
then  even  the  Proteciorian  are,*  it  being  better  to 
fubmit  to  the  luft,  and  ferve  the  ends^  of  one  Family 

for  the  .trial  and  execution  of  King  Cbarlet  the  First  And  0|i 
the  1 1  th  of  the  mouth  of  February,  in  the  following  year, 
16.'i9-6o,  upon  tti^  reconciliation  of  General  Monk  and  bis  army 
with  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common-Council  of  the  City 
of  London;  (after  having  t jcecuted  some  severe  orders  given 
him  by  the  Parliament  against  their  rights  and  privil^es»  which 
b|i4  highly  iocensfd  them,)  they  r^ivec)  |bc  nami;  of  the  Run^ 
Parliament f  by  which  they  aie  oft^n  c^le4  by  Historians,  Df, 
Skinner,  in  his  Life  of  General  Monlc,  (which  c6ntains  a  Tery 
exact  account  of  the  several  steps  taken  by  bini  to  bring-aboat 
the  Restoration  of  King  Cbarl^ss  the  Second,)  i|ifor|ns  us  of  this 
circumstance  |n  these  words,  **  But,  before  this*  H^^  apprrn* 

■ 

tiiies  and  common  people^  in  detestatioi^  of  ibft  «|unctp,  (to 
whom  tbey  had  given  this  pight  the  lasting  name  o£ the  Bnunp 
pariiamenit)  had  set  all  the  b^Ils  in  the  city  on  ringings  and  kii). 
died  bonfires  in  every  street,  which  continued  till  morning,  and 
this  Saturday  night*  February  U,  was  called  TJie  roasting  t^ 

Ike  BumpJ"    Chapter  zviii,  Section  ix. 
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tben  of.  twelve,  or  thirty^  or  wbajteyer  number  tin 
Oligarchy  fiics.  It«  fubfiftfnce^  depending  meerly 
upun  this  Artny^  whofe  vifible  Intereft  it  is  to  diflblve 
tbem^  they  cannot  poffibly  bring-about  their  ends ;  for 
fliould  they' take-down  this,  and  modell  a  new  Arrny^ 
the  Intereft  of  that  would  be  the  fame^  though  the 
men  were  changed)  and  the  mutual  mine  of  each 
other  muft  ftill  continue  neceflary  for  theiupportof 
either. 

From  which  preipifef  we  naay  Qoqclude;  that  the 
pretenfiona  of  no  party  ik>w  on  foot  in  the  Nation  are 
attainable:  or>  if  attain'd,  are  confifteut  with  (he good 
of  other  parties,  or  of  the  Nation;  or,  in  fine,  with  their 
own;  and  from  hence  like  wife,  oncY^ouldbe  apt  to 
conclude,  that  the  njin  of  the  publjck  is  inevitable ; 
there  being  no  door  of  hope  left  open  to  receive,  no 
method  vifil^le  tp  upite,  fo  difUnt  and  incompatible 
cods. 

But,  not-with(Unding  all  this,  ^is  npt  iinpo0ible, 
no  nor  hard,  to  find  an  Expedient  that  ihall  evacuate 
all  thefe  difEcuUies :  not  only  eftablifh  the  general 
Concernment,  but  (exorbitant  paffion .  only  retrencht) 
fati^fy  tl|e  real!  Intereft  of  every  party,  nay,  fingle 
perfon,  \^  the  ^ittipn, 

>  Now  to  the  cheerful  reception  of  fuch  an  overture,  I 
fuppofe  th^re  ia  no  need  to  perfwafle,  nor  more  for 
to  admpniQi,  that  words  and  names,  however  rendered 
odious,  are  not  tp  fright  us  from  pur  certain  Benefit 
and  defLreii  Intereft.  All  that  is  demanded  here,  is^ 
that,  if,  upon  ferious  ponfideratipn,  the  propofal  be 
fMind  reaTonable,  men  would  be  fo  kind  to  tbemfelvea 
as  to  receive  it.  The  Aflertion  I  doubt  not  to  make 
moft  plain  and  evident,  and  therefore  ihall  as  plainly 

it.    'Tis  this,  Th^  calling^m  th$  King,  if  l^p^ 

the  ^  sbftnc 
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King  wooM  ih$  arUnn  and  wily  meMsfir  the  prsiervaiUn  tf  its 
to  the  Kingdoms,  and  abo  of  the  rights  and  LUeraU  of  mil 


X^i^t  single  tenons  in  H. 

of  the  Nip  To  tntkc  this  evidait  in  every  part,  I  will  retain  the 
fernier  Method^  and  take  a  jiift  account  of  all  tiie 
befbr&»mentioned  particulars,  that  there  OMjr  be  no 
pofln>ility  left  for  FaHacy  or  Enroun 

I  begin  with  common  national  Intereft.  And  that 
this  accords  with  it,  becomes  manifeft ;  for  that  the  firft 
requiffitr,  ^'the  eftablt(hing  the  fmidanMntBl  Laws," 
neceBarily  brtngs->in  the  King.  This  Kkewtfe  affords  a 
legal  way  for  redrefling  of  grievanoesi  of  what  kind 
foever,  ^nd  a  fure  and  fall  {ndempnity  to  aH  perfons; 
will  fettle  Religion  upon  fnch  a  Bafis,  as  (ball  gire 
fatisfaAion  to  all  that  are  for  GoTemmei^  in  the 
Church }  as  alfo  thofe  that  diflent  therein.  It  being 
vilible^  that  all  Engli/h  men  are  equally  neer  to  him, 
to  whom  they  relate,  not  by  the  private  names  of 
PaAion  or  Opinion,  but  by  that  one  common  bond  of 
Allegiailce ;  there  being  no  more  reafon  why  he  Ibould 
be  partial  in  his  affedions  to  them,  urbile  they  aH 
agree'  in  Loyalty,  (though  they dMfer  in  otlher matters  s) 
than  why  a  Father  fliould  '  be  fond  to  one  Son>  and 
difcourage  another  (both  being  equaliy  obedient)  upon 
pretence  of  their  divers  hairs  or  completions ;  though 
Tyrants  and  Ufurpers  have  found  tt  neceBary  ^1  to 
cajole  and  fool  fome  one  fa^ftion,  that  ^theymtght  make 
an  intereft  which  they  had  not,  jnd  by  any  means  gain 
a  colour  and  fupport  to  their  ufurpation.  This,  itnd  this 
onely,  will  advance  T^de,  wbitih  the  Spanifh  and 
Dani/h  quarrels  have  almdftddlroyed|**«w{N  gtve^oraU 
liance  with  neighbour  States,  iris  Family  beingidready 
etigrafied  into  the  principal  'Stems  6f  Burope,  and  his 
lutufe  marriage  gtvin^*  oppoituiiity  to  make  an  advan* 
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tagious  affinity  id  ftrengtheik  thofe  prefeiit  Iniei^  ;•«» 
this  will  take-off  the  vaft  charge  of  Itltelligetoce  and 
bribes^  which  have  been  hitherto  employed  meerlyagailift 
the  reftitution  of  his  Family :  will  fuperceed  the  neceffity 
of  thofe  unreafonable  wars,  that  were  bcgon  upon  thil 
fingle  account,  (I  need  not  inftance  in  particulars  to 
make  myfelf  underftood.)  Twill  cut-off  the  charge  of 
the  Appendages  of  this  Crown,  the  Scoti/b  and  Li/b 
Nations ;  which  are  now  from  hence  become  a  bur* 
then ;  befides  a  ground  of  EverlaRing  Jealoufie  and 
danger*  Yei  further ;  the  Government  being  put  into 
the  King's  hands,  'twill  be  edabliflied  not  onely  by  that 
power  which  is  committed  to  him  ;  but  by  the  more 
fure  exa&ors  of  obedience  ;  affection  and  duty.  He 
being  an  hereditary  Prince,  his  private  intereft  mud  be 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  Nation  $  which  too  will  not 
be  limited  by  the  prefent  age,  but  reach  jxiflerity. 
This  likewife  very  well  confifts  with  the  Intereft  of  all 
private  parties,  as  anon  (hall  be  particularly  made 
manifeft*  Moreover,  the  Government  will  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  perfon  fo  (it  for  employment  as  no  one  j^  i^^Qa,,, 
Jiving  the  like :  his  education  through  all  hard(hipi  of  ^'«  *!SriJ' 
fortune,  his  converfe  abroad  in  the  Courts  of  the  moft  «bMat 
con(]derable  of  bis  neighbour  Princes ;  his  managery  of 
bufinefs  In  his  own  perfon  i  his  engagements  in  warlike 
hazards ;  with  others  likewife  of  all  kinds :  his  age 
perfe£tly  mature ;  his  underft'anding  (harp  to  apprehend| 
and  refblution  fteady  to  purfue ;  joined  with  an  in'finite 
JTweetneTs  of  temper ;  concurring  to  make-up  To  perfeft 
a  fufiiclency  for  timpire,  that  the  moft  wanton  tithes 
of  men  cannot  fancy  any  thing,  that'  he  will  not 
either  make  good,  or  out-do.  But  farther,  to  manifeft 
the  reftoring  of  his  family  to  be  the  onely  means  of 
fettling  the  Natiooi  I  add  this  evident  proof;  ^^  That  we 

have 
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tiaye  «iade  irial  of  all  ptheir  forms  of  Gorernoient,  ai)4 
of  bis  in  another  Line,  all  in  yain :"  Firft,  of  an  Arisi^ 
^racjfp  while  the  Houfe  of  Pesrs  furvived ;  then  of  a 
JiifnocTficy^  in  the  Houfe  of  Omfnons  by  itfelf :  After^  of 
a  Monarcfyj  in  the  old  ProU&or  and  his  Son  ;  and  now 
of  an  Oligarchy^  m  the  prcfeni  uf^irpers  at  Westminster; 
fo  that  there  is  nothing  now  left  usj  but  either  Anar- 
chy or  his  Reftitutiop.    Befides  this.  <<  th^t  the  ancient 
neral  desire  regal  Government  is  the  defire  of  the  whole  body  of 
S^oiw*'  ^^^  Nation/'  becomes  plain  from  hence,  that  all  late 
^Kinj     Parliaments,  however  unequally    chofen,    have    (or 
pcitorcd.      were  fufpeded  to  have)  de6gned  the  redudion  of  it ; 
and  that  this  is  the  prefent  fenfe  of  almoft  every  man, 
is  fo  notorious,  that  the  late  Petition  *  of  Julj  6, 
addrefs'dby  the  ipen  of  tyifiminfi^r  to  themCelves,  an^ 
for  which  they  give  themfelves  folemn  thanks,  knows 
not  how  to  diflemble  it,  but  confefles  in  plain  terms. 
That  the  Interest  of  the  kite  King*s  Son  is  crfed-^up  an4 
promoted  daily ^  ufxm  pretence  thai  there  will  be  nothing 
but  confufion  and  tyranny  until  he  come  to  govern  }  and 
that  such  as  declare  for  a  CommonfWealth  are  for  Anarr 
thy  and  Confusiofiy  and  can  never  agree  among  them^ 
selves  what  they  would  have* 
Of  the  be-       I  (hall  not  farther  inlarge  upon  this  head,  but  pro* 
would  arise  ceed  to  what  remains  before  me  j  to  juftifie  the  NeceC- 
^^^^^fity  ofbringing-in  the  I^ng,  in  reference  to  the  private 

S)n*frmn'   ^**'*^™*  ^^ ^Y^T  P*^/  \^  ^^  Nation  ;  and 
theReston-      1.  Tis  the  intcrefi  of  the  Roman^CkithoUeis ;  for  by 

King.         that  means  the  heavy  payments  now  on  their  Elftatef, 

witb  other  burthens,  will  be  taken-oflf;  and  a&  to  the 

preffiires  of  Pen^I  Laws,  they  cannot  but  remember 

•  That  tbemselvcf  peBii*d  that  Petitioo*  wai  at  firsf  easi]/ 
conjectured,  but  is  now  certauily  kno^Tii. 

7       ' 

how 
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how  far  from  grierous  they  were  in  the"  late  King's* 
lime,  the  Catholicks  living  here^  notwithftanding  them; 
in  a  more  flouriftiing  condition  than  thofe  of  France^ 
liafy,  or  Spain  did^  under  their  refpedive  Princes ; 
atid  would  do  infinitely  more  under  their  natunA 
King,  than  if  any  forraigner  fhould  acquife  the  power 
by  conqueft :  Befides,  they,  generally  having '  adKered 
to  the  late  Emg  in  his  Wars,  have  no  reafon  to  diftraft 
the  finding  favourable  treatment  from  his  Son,  and  a 
due  (hare  of  that  indulgence  which  he  is  ready  to  aflt)rd 
to  even  his  gneateft  Enemies.  ' 

8.  The  Royalist  and  £ff^/fi£Prote(lant,befide8  that  his 
(Principles  oblige  him  cheerfully  to  pay  his  obedience 
where  it  is  due,  and  to  look  no  fohrther,  is  likewife  by  his 
Infereft  6oncern'd  to  be  cohtent  with  fuch  a  reftitution 
of  the  King  as  allows  no  private  repai^ations  for  paft 
fiifferings;  they  thereby  acquiring  fuK  proflefiSon  of 
what  remains ;  and  the  fettlemeut  of  the  Natioti  wouM 
Ikiake  the  fmalleft  eftate  tnfore  advantageous  tbatx  the 
greateft  would  be,  if  acc(uir6d  by  tiolence ;  which  utia- 
toydabty  wotild  defeat  alt  terms  of  union,  and  involve 
the  Natioii  in  new  Wats :  So  likewife,  if  the  neceflary 
parts  of  their  ^ay  of  Wotihip  be  fecured,  (which  no 
party  would  envy  them,  being  in  a  manner  gratified  as 
much  tbemfelves)  circilmftantials,  other  things,  wonld 
be  ekfily  fettled  by  a  fair  sTnd  amicable  treaty. 

8.  It  is  the  Presiyieriaifs  intereft  this-;  as  being 
the  only  way  to  preferve  himfelf  Arom  ruine  at  the 
hands  of  thofe  lefler  parties  that  have  grown-up  under 
him;  who,  utterly  oppofe  all  Government  in  the 
Church,  the  being  and  the  fupJ>orts  of  the  Minifteriat 
fimAion,  and  the  encouragement  of  the  party  in  the 
State.  The  fpeculative  differences  and  contefts  with 
the  Epifcopal  Divines,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  moderate 

men 
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men  oF  either  ja4gcment^  eafil'y  alioned :  Aud  thi$ 
romplyance^  as  the  moft  neceflary.  To  will  it  be  the  moft 
hoxiourable  ad  to  them  imaginable;  filencingall  thofe 
vehement  fufpiciooy^  and  hard  cenfures^  that  now  pafs 
UDControU'd;  aud  juftifying  thofe  pretenfions  ofLoy* 
alty  to  the  King,  which  were  wrote  ia  their  Bannera^ 
and  folemnly  covenanted-for  in  the  beginning  of  the 
War :  BefideSi  it  ia^  upon  the  matter^  what  was  defired 
at  Usf bridge,  and  agreed-upon  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 
Buty  if  any  of  the  party  be  unfattafied  herein,  let  him 
tionfult  the  late  very  memorable  Writings  of  Mr* 
Prgnne,  which  many  have  thought  fit  to  deride,  but  no 
body  ferioufly  to  confute ;  and  he  ihall  find  what  will 
abundantly  convince  him. 

4.  As  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Ba0issifd  Cburcbis ;  th^jf 
pretenfionf  of  throwing-down  all  other  parties,  being 
not  feizable ;  'tis  dieir  concern  to  acquielce  in  the  moft 
moderate  Church-government ;  which  is  certainly  the 
Epifcopal,  confeft  to  be  (ucb,  (even  a3  eioercifed  hereto* 
fore,)  by  all  parties  in  their  dilpates  and  differences 
with  each  others  and  yet  is  fairly  capable  of  fuch 
farther  allays,  as  ihall  appear  to  be  for  the  peace  of  the 
Church  and  Nation.  Befides,  it  being  a  fuadamental 
witli  them  of  the  Independant  way,  to  admit  liberty  of 
Confcicnce ;  they  have  no  reafon  to  be  angry,  if  perfons 
of  different  Judgements  proceed  according  to  tbeijr 
principles.:  And,  this  being  indulged  to  them,  with 
the  aflurance  of  enjoying  their  temporal  pqfleflionSi 
there  is  nothing  imaginable,  which  with  reafon  they 
can  defire  more.  Their  very  SatijBfa£Uon  pf  taking* 
down  Tythea,  being  Xo  far  from  yielding  th^w  aay  real 
adArantage^  that  'tis  moft  vifible,  all  it  will  do  muft  be 
this,  ^  to  tcanilate  these  paymeota  from  the  Clergy  tQ 
Suie-farmers."    Aud  by  that.time  UiejTihave  tafied  the 
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StktmfOe   between  the    prectrioc^  cdlcAiopSy  and  ' 
atlmoft  beggftig^  of  a  Minifier,  and  the  crael  exaAions 
and  gripes  of  a  Publican's  iron  hands  ;  I  dare  proimfe 
fer  tketn,  tbejr  wiH  heartily  unwKh  all  their  luxrealbiuu- 
ble  and  ill^groonded  defires  in  thatbebdf. 

5.  It  is  the  Intereft  of  the  Army  to  catt-in  the  Kingw 
¥oT^  flrft,  to  be  under  a  iingle  perfon,  is  fo  palpably  their 
toncena^  that  there  ia  fcarce  a  common  Soldier  axnong 
Ihem,  who  is  not  fenfible  of  it :    and,  if  fo,  Aok 
evidentty,  it  is  better  to  be  under  him  then  any  other  ; 
Ibr  thereby  they  eot-off  the  neceffity  of  perpetual  Wan» 
ftnd  fe  the  haxardiHg  of  all  their  acquifitions  ;  thereby 
they  $0Qft  themfelves,  from  thofe  daogera  of  bemg 
taken^-dowB,  Aop  in  pay,  and  defeated  of  Afiearai  lie 
i>ang  the  only  per  (en  that  ean  (with  a  free  Parliament) 
raife  GMtributfont  and  Taxes  in  a  legit  manner,  and  to 
4be  fatisfaftion  of  the  Nation.  And  [he  b  aUb]  the  only 
4Mie  that  tan  truft  ibem  as  a  fiandiBg  body;  which  nftir- 
pers  never  mufk  do,  a»  is  manifeft  by  the  treatment  tbc 
Army  has  hiriierio  had  under  their  femend  Matters; 
for^  to  pafle  by  theit  pwfent  ufage,  before  decypher'd  Hardthipt 
hy  me }  the  cM  Fnottflkor  made  then  Stalet  and  pR>-  i|^^^« 
pertitsi  not  only  (to  afift  his  Tyranny,)  employing  ^miybr  ' 
them  agaitift  the  Enemiaa  of  bis  paiticnhnv  and  irot  the  Cromweii 
t«aiion%Tnterdt:  Bert  bedidUaMbto  eafe  himfetf  of^j^^^ 
4«ich  of  them  as  hfad  move  honefty,  wtt^^  or  oousage,  ^jj|^^'  ^ 
then  he  thought  fit  Ibr  trii  porpofes^    fbeace  Ihcy  (were 
«aift  upon  the  M/h^  ISiMi/Sk,  Nandtn,  JF>vsn^,  Jlaeuffla,     n.  b. 
Airme,  tatnti  on  8bipbo«vd  m  the  Sleets,  fnrUefli, 
Jiilbarded^  or  vemovisd  Ittom  pbee  to  pfane,  feUom 
ttttftfetf  bug  midef  the  fame  Officers,  ^orrfiiffevdjtD 
^tdlttiltitfieate  Contrfibls^  ov  nsett^fta  general  JRondcB- 
^MSS.    Whan  to  ttie  odher  fide,  a  Prinne  that  has;  n 
-|A(^thle  lo'fajfiporthim'^^has no  giMnd  affiaoh iaSf^ 
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tfonsybut,  rqx>fing  bimfelf  on  the  loyalty  of  his  p^d^ 
pie,  will  honourably,  and  with  afleAtoni  treat  all  that  in 
any  employment  ferve  him.    And,  at  to  the  pcrfen  of 
the  King,  he  hat  a  natural  and  particular  refpeA  for 
this  Army  j    however   they  have  deferved  of  him : 
admiring  thei^  valour  and  difciplinei  even  when  employ- 
ed  agatnft  him*    I  will  give  but  one  inftance^  which» 
though  it  may  leem  flight,  is  not  fo  as  to  the  point  in 
hand.    Tis  this;  In  the  late  Flanders itmcc,  upon 
the  occafional  mention  of  the  Armie's  behaviour,  in  the 
engagements  with  the  Spamfb  forces  near  Dunkirk^ 
the  taking  of  the  towns,  and  f<Hne  other  Services  of 
leflev  moment,  he  was  observed  ftill  to  give  fuch  an 
affeAionate  teffimony  to  the  Engli/b  Gallantry,  as  was 
no  way  pleafing  to  the  lefle  noble  hearers,  who  lik'd 
to  have    nothing    befides    themfelves    commended. 
Thus  did  he  frequently  contend  for  tbgir  honour,  that 
fought  againft  bis  honour  and  life  to  boot;  and  waa 
tbeir  Chaknpioii,  who  were  his  Enemies^    And  indeed 
it  would  be  infinitely  ftrange,  that  they,  who  fo  pro- 
digally fpent  their  blood  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  eftablifli 
Oliver       AH  ungrateful  Monfter;  whofe  recompence  for  the 
greateft  merits,  was  only  the  ob|eAitig  [them]  unto  new 
and  greater  dangers ;  whofe  certaineft  pay  was  iufpicion, 
aflVonty  and  injury;  then  afterwards  fubmftted  to  his 
Sod,  a  perfon  of  no  worth  or  credit,  of  whom  this 
compuative  commendation  can  only  be  given,  that  he 
is  not  fo  very  a  Brute  as  his  Brother ;  and  (to  clofe  all) 
aflliined  the  long-^forgotten  dregs  of  a  caft  Parliament^ 
fhould  envy  to  themfelves,  the  honour  and  adyan^tag^  of 
being  commanded  by  a  Prince;  of  known  Integrity 
and  Virtue ;  a  Prince  that  loves  them,  even  in  dcfpight 
of  all  their  injuries;  and  (which  is  the  higheft  eqdear- 
ment  among  Soldiers)  a  Prince  of  eminent  pcrfonal 

Valour^ 
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Valour,  which  fevcral  of  thetrifelves  are  witnefles  oti 
fefpccially  at  Worcefier  and  Mardike^  and,  if  thc;^ 
|>leaf6d,  might  be  in  more  and  fairer  inftances:  Laftly,  A 
Prince,  who  is  the  only  vifible  Expedient  iipdn  eahh,  t6 
reiider  at  once,  both  them  and  their  poft^rity,  and  thfe 
whole Naliorl,  happy.  Were  this  directed  to  the  French 
or  Spani/b  Infantlry.  (thofe  venal  Souls,  that  iinderftand 
ttothiiig  bcfides  pay  and  plunder ;)  theft  argufnertts 
from  reafoO;  national  Intereftand  honour,  would  pbffi* 
biy  be  loft:  But  to  the  Ertgli/b  Artnvj  (thst  ftill  has 
owned  A  piiblick  Spirit,  where  every  Common  mart 
knows  how  to  direft  as  well  as  to  obfcy,  and  to  judge  no 
lefle  then  to  execute,)  to  haVe  propofed  the  Truth,  muft 
be  enough :  nor  will  ihty  fail  to  fix  their  thoughts  upon 
It,  or  ftcfer  thcmfelves  as  prudence  (hall  inftru6l. 

Laftly,  as  to  thfc  Inttreft  of  the  PrbteSor's  partyj  and 
the  Parliaiiierit,  they  sire  crtncertied  to  call-In  the  King. 
For,  it  being  impoflible  for  them  to  make  good  their 
kims,  it  muft  be  wifdome  to  fecure  thcmfelves  atid  thetr 
^ftates,  and  take  part  in  that  Oblivion  and  aitinefty, 
which  he  is  ready  to  give,  as  ilfo  in  thofe  teward^. 
Which,  whoever  ferve  him  in  any  kind,  (efpeci^Ily  iii 
being  intlrumental  tohisreftitutioii)  will  be  furfe  to  have* 

Now  to  all  this;  I  ckn  forefec  bin  one  material  ob- 
jeftion;  ^hich  is,  that  ihi  feverat  foreiritntioned  piirtiei  Of  tht 
cannot  be  fecured,  that  the  admiffion  of  the  Xing  will  teiSniiS'^ 

hot  be  itifidious  and  enfnaring  to  them;  and  that,  what-  «omc  jw- 

^  i  »     ^        sons  con- 

ever  erigageiiients  he  now  make^t,  when  hefllall  com^cc-roingthe 

to  power,  he  will;  in  IHcely-hbod;  refcind  and  cancel,  forriunwoi 

To  which  I  bfeifly  anfwer,  that  this   is  nO  real  o^J^c^  JoJ,*^^?**** 

tion  at  ill :  for  fotfle  body  or  other  itiuft  be  trufted  ftillj  ^i^i<^h  the  , 

there  being  tio  living  in  the  world  without  mutual  coit-  shouki  giv« 

fidence ;  and  whdever  is  Invefted  with  power,  rtiiy  do  \no^!^ 

injurioufly,    iti    defpight   of  any   forefight:    Besides^  ^" '•**^*' 

stmongft  all  tbefe  parties^  where  ^ch  is  exafperatisd 
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^  B*    agaiuft  the  other,  there  will  be  the  saroei  or  greater, 
caufe  of  jealoufie,  if  any  of  them  were  fuffered  to  prevail. 
And  'twould  be  worth  the  thinking  of,   whether  it 
were  not  a  manifeft  Judgement  of  God  upon  ua,  that 
broke  the  treaty  wUh  the  late  Kiag»  upon  fuggeftions, 
that  it  was  not  fafe  to  truft  him,  and  chofe  to  rely  upon 
j^  g      the  faith  of  one  of  our  fellow-fubjeds  :  That  he  (hould 
or  the  per-  prove  the  mod  perfidious  perfon  in  the  World,  to  all 
Hypocrisy  ^^^^  irufted   him ;  to  the  Parliament,  the  Army,  the 
of  the  late    Nation,  and  even  his  private  friends  and  ally es;  info- 
Oliver        much,  that  no  hiftory  of  any  age  or  people,  can  yield  a 
parallel  to  him  for  falfenefle,  perjury,  bypocrifie,  and 
breach  of  faith ;  and,  if  this  look  like  judgement,  'twill 
then  be  worth  the  weighing,  whether  it  become  us  to 
go-on  in  our  unfortunate,  infidel,  pradife  ftill  ?     In 
There  are    cafes  of  this  kind,  there  are  but  two  ways  of  afliirance ; 
for  thinking  I  mean  fo  pcrfeAly  uncontroulable  as  to  be  valid,  if 
king  wfu     ci^ber  of  them  both  be  prefent.    The  one  is  the  Honefiy 
^l^llj     of  the  perfon  that  engages;  the  other  is  his  Intereft:  and 
such  rondi.  here,  not  one  of  thefe  adone  is  prefent,  but  both  concur; 
which  certainly  muft  make-up  a  fecurity  [that  will  bej 
beyond  all  doubt  or  quefiion.  As  to  the  Honefty  of  the 
King,  no  malice  has  the  impudence  to  blaft  it ;  his 
Moderation,  Sobriety,  and  Judice,  being  as  well  known 
as  his  misfortunes  are.    Next,  as  to  Intereft^  it  vifibly 
concerns  him  to  be  punAual  in  his  engagements ;  Firft, 
to  oiTer  pardon  to  all  that  (land  in  need  of  it,  and  then 
moft  faithfully  to  make  it  good  in  each  particular:  lofle 
of  Credit  infallibly  breaking  the  Merchant  and  private 
.    dealer,  but  ruining  more  irreparably  the  publick,  na- 
tional, one ;  when,  on  the  other  fide,  precife,  txaGtf 
performance  (Irangety  fupports  both  one  and  the  other. 
Of  the  benefit  hereof,  I  (hall  give  an  eminent  inftance 
of  late  memory  in  his  own  family,  and  therefore  of 
whieb  we  cannot  fuppofe  him  to  be  ignorantt    It  is  hit 
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Gtandfather,  king  Heniy  the  foxktth,  of  France^  who^  ofthewisB 
after  long  Wars,  coining  to  his  right,  befidca  his  relief '"^jJJJIJ^^* 
from  Q.  Elizaietb,  by  no  other  humane  aid,  hut  the  re-  ^}^s  "«"// 

'     ^  ^  '  ,       the  4th  of 

lenting  and  late  wifdoooeof  bisown  people ;  and,  being  France  to- 
forc'd  to  make  a  peace,  by  many  particular  treaties,  party  that 
flill  was  exaa  in  keeping  them  j  and  received  into  his  ^^f g'Jc^*!!^ 
entire  favour,  and  foUd  friendfbip,  all  thofe  who  hadsiontoth^ 

Of  own 

fought  againft  him ;  and  govem'd  his  moll  important 
jaffairs,  both  Civil  and  Military,  by  the  cpunfel  and 
conduftofbis  fometimes  Enemies j  fucb  as  were  not 
onely   the  Duke  of  Ncvsrs,  Villeroy,  and  Preiident 
Jeanmn^  but  even  the  head  of  the  League,  the  Duke 
of  Maine  himfelf ;  to  whom  he  committed  the  con- 
dud  of  all  the  force  of  France^  (though  then  perfonally 
prefenc)  when  the  prince  of  Parma  came  to  relieve 
Amiens ;  and  after,  to  make  good  his  own  promife  of 
Indempnity,  protected   him,  being  quedioned  for  the 
Murther  of  Henry  the  third,  by  interpofing  his  own 
fupreme  power,   when  the  chambers  of  Parliament 
were  ready  to  condemn  him ;  though  thereby  he  was 
fure  to  undergoe  the  imputalion  of  refcuing  fo  gr^t  a 
Malefa^r,  i^ai^ft  the  clamours  of  the  people,  the 
regular  procefs  of  the  Law,  the  paflionate  demands  of  a 
difconiblate  Widow-Queen,  and  his  own   particular 
neernefles  of  the  higheft  m^k,  his  relation  to  him  both 
In  Blood  and  in  Succeffion^    Yet,  by  doing  this,  he  not 
onely  fettled  himielf,  but  attained  that  greatnefs  wbi^h 
no  other  method  could  have  contrived  for  bin^.    And 
why  we  (hould  think  the  King  refolv'd  not  to  confult 
;ts  well  for  himfejf,  as  his  Grandfather  did,  I  fuppofe  it 
will  puzzle  the  wifed  patrons  of  diftruft,  to  give  the 
lead  pretence,  or  (hew,  of  reafoni  as  alfo  it  would  do^ 
why  we  (hould  not  take  pattern  by  that  part  of  th^ 
jStory  which  as  nearly  concerns  us ;  for,  they  being 
Maftly  in  th^  fame  cafe  we  now  are  in,  crun)bled  iqto 
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iki  tnMy  diviflons  and  fubdivKionSy  as  To  great  variety 
of  Intercft  and  Religion  in  that  long  Civil  war  could 
make ;  bearing  an*  inveterate,  mortal,  hatred  each  to 
Dtherj  and  ainioft  all  df  thetn  to  the  King ;  yet,  feeing 
the  rurne  approaching  both  from  th^mfelves  and  ftrang* 
ers,  the  whole  French  Nation  did  fubmit  to  its  Prince 
again,  at  whofc  throat  their  fword  had  fo  often  pointed, 
and  whom  they  had  for  fo  many  years  devoted  to  hdl 
as  well  as  death,  under  the  title  of  Heretick  and  Apellate ; 
andjby  fo  doing,  they  became  fuddenly  the  moft  flourifli- 
ing  and  the  moll  potent  people  of  Europe,   Bwi,  befides 
this,  the  King  has  yet  a  farther  motive  to  offer  Grace  lo 
all  that  will  accept  it,  and  religioufly  to  make  it  good^ 
that  is  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  of  proportionate  value 
with   him  ;  the  command  and  ftri£t  injundion  of  his 
dying  Father,  whofe  memory  he  too  much  efteems,  not 
to  ftilfill  that  legacy  and  laft  bequeft  of  his,  were  there 
no  other  motive  to  perfwade  him.     His  fcrupulouftlefs 
in  this  particular  is  known  to  be  fuch,  as  to  become  a 
charge  againft  him,  and  that  with  more  than  ordinary 
vehemence,  from  the  hot-fpurs  of  the  two  extreme 
parties  he  has  had  occafion  to  deal  witb^  the  Catb^lick 
and  the  Pteslytcrian.     The  injundion  I  mean  is  noto- 
rious to  every  perfon,  making- up  a  great  part  of  the 
Millive  direded  to  the  now  prefent  King,  under  the 
ftyle  of  Prince  of  Wales  ;  I  cannot  forbear  lo  infert  a 
few  lines,  as  they  fell  from  the  pen  of  the  incomparable 
Author.    Thcv  run  thus : 

I  have  offered  A3s  ttf  Indempnily  and  Oblivion  in 
so  great  a  latitude  as  may  include  all  that  can  but 
suspeB  tbemselves  to  be  any  nvay  obnoxious  to  tbe  Lawty 
and  which  might  serve  to  exclude  all  future  jealousies 
und  insecurities. 

I  would  have  you  alwayes  propetue  to  tbe  same  way  \ 
whenever  it  shall  be  desired  and  accepted,  let  it  be 
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gn'anted^  not  onely  as  an  a6i  0/  Staii-^Ucy  and  n^ces^ 
sity,  but  of  Christian  charity  andcboyce^ 

It  is  all  I  have  now  left  mi,  a  power  to  forgive  those 
that  have  deprived  fne  of  all;  and  I  thank  God  1  have  . 
a  heart  to  do  it,  and  joy  as  much  in  thi^  grace  which 
God  has  given  me,  as  in  ail  my  former  enjoyments  \  far 
ibis  is  a  greater  argument  of  God's  love  to  me%  than  any^ 
prosperity  can  be^ 

Be  confident  J  as  lam,  that  the  most  {of  all  sides)  who 
have  done  amiss,  have  done  so^  not  out  of  malice,  but 
piisinformation,  or  misapprehension  of  things. 

None  will  he  more  loyal  and  faithful  to  me  and  you, 
than  those  Subjeds  who,  sensible  qfth/ir  errors  and  our 
injuries,  will  feel  in  their  own  souls  most  vehement 
fnotives  to  repentance,  and  earnest  desires  to  make  some 
reparations  for  their  farmer  defers  ♦, 

But,  if  all  this  be  not  enough  to  fuperfede  fufpicion 
and  doubtj  let  ine  yet  add  a  farther  teftimony.  The 
King  admits  at  this  day  to  his  bofome  and  neereft  truft^ 
feveral  peribns^  that  have  been  engaged  againft  his 
father,  and  feme  of  them  in  a&ions  mod  fatal  to  his 
affairs;  an  infallible  aflurance,  that  it  is  only  the  fault  of 
llie  reft,  that  they  are  not  there  too.  More  then  this, 
concerning  a  future  performance,  to  aiTure  it,  can  not 
be  faid  or  done,  except  it  (hould  pleafe  God  to  work 
Miracles ;  which,  I  hope,  no  body  does  now  expedl. 

The  (liort  of  all  is.  Without  trufting  fome  one  or 
other,  the  Nation  is  certainly  deftroyed :  and  no  perfou 
in  the  world,  befides  the  King,  is  in  a  capacity  to  avert 
the  impendent  ruin,  or  can  give  the  like  fecurity  of 
himfelf,  as  he  can  do.  1  will  not  jow  prefcribe  unto 
the  reader's  underftanding,  in  dilating  an  inferen9c  y 

*  The  King's  Book,  sect.  37. 
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buty  from  the  Premifes,  deflre  bim  at  his  kifufe  to  draw- 
out  the  conclufion. 

\  Having  thus  without  paffion^  partiality,  or  prejudice, 
endevoured  clearly^  to  lay-down  the  exa£l  cafe  of  the 
Nation,  both  in  refpe<9:  of  its  difeafe  and  cure ;  'twill 
be  fuperiluoua  to  add  perfwafives  :  for  men  do  not  ufe 
to  be  importuned  to  leave  their  torment  or  difeafe,  or 
want  rhetorical  Enducements,  after  the  pleadings  of 
Intereft  and  Profit.     I  forbear  therefore  to  addrefTe 
myfelf  tinto  Affedion,  and  to  beg  that  thing,  which 
vifiblyit  concem«  them  that  are  courted,  to  render  their 
importunate  requeft  and  fuit :   Nor  will  I  enlarge  upon 
the  motives  yet  untoucht,  drawn  from  Religion,  and 
the  refpc6ls  of  Protefiations,  Covenants,  and  Oaths ) 
as  alfo  native  Allegiance ;  or  (what  is  infinitely  confider-i 
able,)  motives  taken   from   the   fiate  of  publick  affairs 
abroad ;  our  neighbour  Nations  being    now  at  peace 
among  themfelveSj  and  looking-out  for  forraign  war, 
thereby  to  employ  their  ufelefie  forces ;  pretence,  and 
colour,  and  defire  too,  for  the  undertaking  of  which,  we 
have  given  to  every  one  about  us,  in  our  late  attempts 
on  them  ;  and  [our  prefent  unfettled  ftatc]  likewife 
yeelds  [them]  aflurance,  that  they  (hall  fucceed  l)y  our 
difagrecment  here  among  our  felves.    Let  all  this  be  fe* 
rioufly  weigh'd :  I  am  fa£lor  for  no  Interefi  or  Party, 
nor  feek  the  thanks,  or  favour,  of  any  perfon,  but  rather 
expeft  the  fate  of  Reconcilers,  '^  to  difpleafe  every  body." 
But  let  that  fucceed  as  it  (hall  happen  t  the  injury  that  I 
have  done  cannot  certainly  be  efteemed  great;  all  that  is 
faid,  amounting  but  to  this  Very  reafonable  defire,  *^  that 
my  fellow-fubjeds  will  remember  thefe  two  plain  truths^ 
firA,  <<  that  they  af^ Englishtmn"  and  fo confider  the 
eood  of  the  Nation  j  and  then,  '^  that  they  are  men/' 
and  fo  purfue  their  own. 
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EARL  OF  SELKIRK, 


On  Mondajr,  the  l9th  of  April,  1807»  on  the  Motion  of  the  Blarquitof 
Staflbrd,  Thit  the  House  should  ,come  to  a  Resolution,  "  That 
**  this  House,  fSeelini;  the  necessity  of  a  firm  and  stable  GoYernment 
**  at  this  most  important  crisis  of  publick  affairs,  is  impressed  with 
**  the  deepest  regret  at  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  his 
'<  Majesty's  Councils,  and  that  such  regret  is  greatly  increased  by 
**  the  cause  to  which  such  change  has  been  ascribed^  it  being  the 
**  opinion  of  this  House,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  first  duties  of  the 
**  Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  restrain  thenuclves  by  any  pledge^ 
**  expressed  or  implied,  from  giving  to  his  Majesty  any  advic^ 
"  which,  in  their  judgement,  the  course  of  circumstances  may 
**  render  necessary  for  the  honour  and  security  of  bis  dominions/ 


n 


The  Earl  of  Selkirk  declared^  that  the  propofitions 
contained  in  the  Refolution  moved  by  the  noble  Mai^ 
quis  had|  in  the  abfirafk,  his  unqualified  aflenf.  He 
|iad  no  dobt  of  the  principle,  thai  a  privy  Counfellor^ 
u'ho  (hould  reftrain  himfeif  by  a  pledge,  from  advifing 
His  Majefty  to  the  beft  of  his  judgement,  would  be 
guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  duty.  He  was  alfo  fatisfied, 
that  the  late  Adminiftration  pofleflfed  and  deferved  the 
confidence  of  the  country.  He  did  not  mean  to  imply 
an  unreferved  approbation  of  all  their  proceedings ;  but 
be  did  not  expeA  to  fee  an  Adminiftration  of  more  than 
human  perfeftion.  The  fair  criterion,  by  which  to 
judge  the  late  Adminiftration  was  to  compare  their  con* 
fluft  with  that  of  others ;  and  in  this  view  he  was  ready 
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\p  maintain,  that  confidering  the  (hort  duration  pf  thei|: 
power,  they  had  accompliflitd,  or  put  into  a  fair  train 
pfacconipliftinient,  more  important  meafuresof  publick 
good,  and  that  with  kfs  of  reprehenfible  condud,  than 
perhaps  any  Adminiftration  within  our  memory.  He 
fvasalfo  of  opinion,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe, 
the  lofs  of  a  firm  and  Hable  Adminiftration  was  an  event 
deeply  to  be  diplored. 

The  ijueftion  before  the  Hpufe,  however,  was  not 
^whether  tbcfe  principles  were  true,  but  whether  it  was 
proper,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  for  the 
Hoiife  to  record  an  opinion  on  the  fubjeft.  The  plain 
pbje£t  and  intention  of  the  motion,  was  to  convey  a 
cenfure  onthedifmiflal  of  His  Majefiy's  late  Miniftersi 
as  founded  on  an  unconftitutional  a3, — a  cenfure  in 
which  he  could  not  concur.  The  adoption  of  this 
motion,  or  of  any  other  of  a  fimilar  tendency,  he  con- 
sidered as  an  unwarrantable  interference  in  the  exercise; 
pf  the  Prerogative^, 

The  right  of  parliament,  he  faid,  to  advife  the  crowi^ 
Upon  the  choice  of  Miniflers,  cannot  go  fo  far  as  to 
entitle  the  Houfe  to  queftion  the  motives  of  His  Majes- 
ty, for  difmiffing  Minifiers,  who  had  loft  his  Con6dence. 
The  King  cannot  be  required  to  take  advice  from  men^ 
in  whom  he  ci^nnot  con6de ;  and,  were  there  no  other 
jreafon,  a  diminution  of  Confidence  is  a  fufficient  ground 
for  a  change  in  His  Majeft/s  councils.  If,  qpoa  fuch 
11  change^  improper  perfons  are  fubftituted,  it  becomes 
the  duty,  as  it  is  the  right,  of  Parliament  to  ftate  their 
opinion  of  the  unfitnefs  of  the  perfons  appointed :  but  it 
]8  on  tbefe  grounds  of  expediency  only^  that  they  can 
recommend  one  fet  of  men,  or  reprobate  another.  It 
can  never  be  maintained,  that  the  King  is  accountably 
to  Parliament,  for  bis  coiiduft  in  changing  his  Aovi^rfl^ 
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Such  a  dodrine  would  Tap  the  foundations  of  the  Con  • 
ilitution*    If  the  motives  for  a  change  in  His  Majefly'& 
Councils  be  a  fit  fubjefl  for  Parliamentary  invcftigationy 
as  well  might  the  two  Houfes  proceed  to  the  eledtion  of    ^-  % 
a  mini(7ry  by  a  ballot. 

Except  upon  the  principle  here  contended-for,  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  prevent  difcuflions,  which  arerailmit- 
ted  on  all  hands  to  be  utterly  unfit  for  Parliament; — 
difcufiions  upon  the  perfonal  C3ndudt  of  the  King^  and 
on  points  atiflue  between  him  and  his  Minifiers.  To 
illuftrate  this,  let  itbe  fuppofed,  that  the  oppofite  princi- 
ple were  efiabliihed)  '^  that  the  motives  for  a  change  of 
Miniftera  are  a  fit  fubje£t  of  Parliamentary  inquiry  ;'' 
and  then  let  an  extreme  cafe  be  put : — l^t  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  a  Minifier  (hould  in  coupcil  offer  a  grofs  perfonal 
infult  to  His  Majefty,  fuch  as  would  be  an  unpardonable 
offence  from  one  individual  to  another,  would  there  be 
a  doubt  that  fuch  a  Mjqifler,  (be  his  talents  and  his 
virtues  what  they  may,)  might  be  properly  difmifled  I 
Now  let  the  fuppofuion  be  varied :  inftead  of  a  grofs 
infuh,  let  usfyppofean  offence  lefs  unpardonable.  The 
fuppofition  admits  pf  every  pofSble  gradation  between 
the  groffeft  infult,  and  the  mod  venial  inattention. 
Between  the  two  extremes,  cafes  may  undoubtedly  be 
imagined,  in  which  it  would  be  a  matter  of  the  utmo(^ 
nicety  to  determine,  whether  the  offence  were,  or  were 
not,  a  fuificient  ground  for  difiniffing  a  Minifler.  If 
fuch  queflions  as  thefe  are  to  be  determined  by  Parlia- 
ment, wh^re  is  an  end  of  the  impirqprieties  ii\to  which 
it  would  lead  ?  and  how  are  fuch  queftinns  to  be  avoid- 
ed,  if  the  motives  of  His  Majefty  for  difmifling  Hi^ 
Miniilers  are  to  be  held  a  St  fubje6t  of  inquiry  ? 

When  a  change  of  Administration  takes  place,  on  the 
ground  of  anjr  great  publick  pieaifure,  the  propriety  of 
"!     .  the 
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the  change  becomes  a  fit  fubje£l  of  enquiry^  as  involtcd 
in  the  difcuffion  of  the  meafure  which  led  to  it.  The 
prefent  is  not  a  cafe  of  that  kind^  but  one  of  thofe  in 
which  there  is  no  criterion  to  be  referred-to^  except  the 
feelings  in  His  Majefly's  breads  excited  by  the  perfona) 
behaviour  of  his  Minifters  towards  him. 

The  meafure,  from  which  all  this  difcuffion  originat- 
ed, having  been  abandpned  by  Minifters,  is  not  the 
eflential  ground  of  difference,  and  therefore  it  is  not  at 
all  to  the  purpofe  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  that  mea- 
fure. The  whole  queftion  relates  to  the  manner  ia 
which  the  meafure  was  brought-forward.— -As  to  the 
idea  of  the  late  Minifters  having  had  an  intention  to 
circumvent  the  King,  I  cannot  fee  the  leaft  ground  for 
fuch  an  accufation :  but  it  is  not  equally  eafy  to  acquit 
them  of  very  blameable  careleffnefs,  and  of  tlie  want 
of  a  becoming  attention  to  His  Majefty. — ^Tbe  very 
exiftence  of  mifapprehenfion  on  fo  important  a  pointy 
would  entitle  us  to  prefume  careleflhefs ;  and  the  fiate- 
ments  made  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  by  members 
of  the  late  Adminiftration,  fully  prove  the  fad.  I 
cannot  agree  with  feme  noble  Lords,  who  confider  His 
^ajefty's  determination  on  the  Catholick  queftion  aa 
immutable :  yet,  when  his  opinion  had  been  fo  often 
and  fo  ftrongly  exprefled,  the  King  had  certainly  a 
right  to  expe£t  that  a  change  in  his  opinion  ihould  not 
be  lightly  prefumed,  without  a  very  full  and  diftind 
explanation.  It  appears,  however,  that  Minifters  did 
imagine  a  change  in  His  Majcfiy's  opinion,  upon  the 
moft  vague  inferences,  and  proceeded  to  a£t  upon  that 
fuppofition  with  a  levity,  that  would  fcarcely  have  been 
becoming  on  a  fubjeft  of  the  moft  trifling  confequence. 
This  conduS  may  fairly  be  confidered  as  an  a&  of  per- 
fonal  inattention  to  the  King,  requiripg  an  apology : 
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mA  when  an  apology  might  have  been  expeded^  HU 
Majefty  received  what^  without  any  difpofitioa  to 
exaggeration,  may  be  conftrued  into  a  defiance. 

When  the  late  Minifters  fubjoined  to  the  Minute  of 
council,  in  which  they  agreed  to  withdraw  the  Catholick 
army  bili^  the  refervations  which  have  been  the  oceafion 
of  fo  much  comment,  it  may  be  granted  to  .them,  that 
they  had  no  difrefpedful  intention  :  yet,  if  they  did  not 
take  fuflicient  care  to  explain  themfelves,  they  have  no 
right  to  complain  that  their  expreffions  were  mifunder- 
stood.  The  King  had  faid  nothing  .which  appeared  to 
call  for  thefe  refervations.  The  aft,  to  which  they 
were  annexed,  did  not  imply  the  admiffion  of  any 
principle  to  the  contrary.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  lately  on  the  woolfack,  has  himfelf  ftated,  that 
the  deference  of  Minifters  to  the  king  in  the  prefent 
circumftances  did  not  imply  that  they  muft  (hew  the 
fame  deference  in  others  of  more  extreme  urgency.  If 
circumftances  (hould  hereafter  have  arifen,  fuch  as  to 
render  the  Cathoiick  conceffions  a  meafureof  indifpens- 
able  neceflity,  without  which  the  afiairs  of  the  nation 
could  not  be  carriedron,  it  would  have  become  the  duty 
pf  Minifters  to  ftate  it  to  his  Majefty,  as  a  meafure 
without  which  they  could  no  longer  remain  in  office ;  j^  g^ 
4nd  it  is  altogether  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  that  they  would 
have  been  precluded  from  this  conduft,  becaufe  they 
bad  on  a  former  oceafion  relinquiflied  afimilar  meafure, 
at  a  time  when  it  was  to  be  confidered  as  expedient  and 
ufeful,  but  not  of  vital  importance  and  abfolute  neceflity. 
The  infertion  therefore  of  thefe  unneceflary  refervations 
might  fairly  be  confidered  as  a  threat  to  renew  the 
fubjeft  under  circumftances  of  no  greater  neceflity  than 
the  prefent.  This  interpretation  is  confirmed  by  the 
expreflion^  that  the  advice  alluded*to  was  to  be  fubmit^ 
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ed  from  time  to  /fme«— an  expreflfion  wlikh  cann^l  eafily 
be  limited  to  thofe  cafes  of  impending  deilrudlon,  to 
which  il  is  now  con  limed  as  applying. 

Whatever  might  be  the  meaning  afHxcd  by  the 
Council  to  thefe  expreffions,  it  is  certainly  no  extrava- 
gant fuppofition  to  imagine  that  the  King  may  have 
confidered  them  as  a  difrefpe£lful  defiance,  and  as  fuch 
a  fufficient  ground  for  the  immediate  difmiOal  of  his 
Minifiers.  This,  however,  he  did  not  refolvc  upon, 
but  conveyed  to  them  an  expieflion  of  hia  willingnefs 
to  overlook  the  condu£t,  of  which  he  had  a  right  to. 
complain,  provided  he  could  be  aflured  that  he  ihoold 
not  meet  with  the  like  in  future.  Such  appears  to  be 
the  obvious  fpirit  and  intention  of  that  note  from  the 
King,  which  is  defcribed  as  the  demand  of  a  pledge  from 
bis  Miniders.  Though  in  form  that  note  does  demand 
a  pledge,  fuch  as  Minifters  could  not  conAitutionally 
accede  to,  yet  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  this  was  a 
paper,  didated  on  the  fpur  of  the  moment,  and  in  which 
we  are  not  to  look  for  the  accuracy  of  a  fpecial  pleader. 
The  fpirit  of  it  is  eflentially  friendly  to  the  Minifters, 
^  Q  and  implies  a  rel usance,  on  the  part  of  his  Majeily,  ta 
part  with  them,  totally  irreconcileabJe  with  the  Idea 
thrown-out  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  that  it  muft 
have  been  di&ated  by  fecret  adv  iters,  and  founded  on  a, 
previous  refblution  to  difllilve  the  Adminiiiration* 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  difiAiiflal  of  the  late  Mini- 
Aers  may  be  fairly  traced  to  the  circumilances  of  their 
perfonal  conduct  towards  his  Majefty ;  and  in  this  view 
of  the  matter,  no  one  will  confider  it  as  a  proper  fubjeft 
of  parliamentary  inveftigation,  whether  thefe  circum- 
fiances  were,  or  were  not,  of  fufficient  weight  to  induce 
his  MajeAy  to  that  determination.  The  noble  Lords  en 
the  oppofite  fide,  however,  abftra&ing  altogether  from 
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Ihofe  emoiions  and  feelings,  from  which  the  royal  breaft 
tan  no  more  be  exempt  than  thofe  oF  other  men,  over^ 
lo.^king  all  the  circuraftances,  whith  provoked  the 
ultimate  deiViaiul  oF  a  pledge,  confidered  the  fubje£t  as 
a  dry  aild  infuktcd  conftitutional  queftion.  It  would 
have  been  un<:on(Htiitiona],  they  fay,  For  Miniilers  to 
have  given  the  pledge  reqiiilred^  and  therefore  it  was 
tmconftitutional  to  demand  its  and,  if  this  a£l  was  not 
owing  10  a  fecret  advifer,  the  new  Miniilers  who  accept 
offices,  vacated  in  confequence  of  that  unconftitutional 
demand,  niuft  be  held  as  affuming  the  refponfibility^ 

The  principle,  that  a  new  miniftry  are  refponfiblft 
for  the  difmiflalof  their  piedeceffors,  and,  retrofpeft- 
Svely,  for  the  meafures  upon  which  it  proceeds,  I  hold 
to  be  found,  conftilutional,  doArine:  but  the  applica*- 
tion,  which  is  made  of  that  principle  to  the  prefent 
cafe,  appears  to  mc  to  be  fallacious. 

That  the  King  can  do  no  wrongs  and  that  he  can 
never  z&  without  advice^  are  principles  of  Confiitu^ 
lionalLaw^which,  like  many  ipther  doctrines  of  the  Law 
of  England,  are  exprefled  in  figurative  language ;  like 
all  thofe  principles  which  juridical  writers  exprefs 
under  the  form  of  fidlions. — ^Thefe  maxims,  ftripped  of 
their  metaphor  and  tranflated  into  plain  language,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  mean— i(l>  That  the  King  has  no  power 
by  the  Conftitution  to  do  any  publick  a€t  of  govern- 
ment, but  through  the  medium  of  fome  minifter,  who 
is  held  refponfible  fbr  the  act  :-^and,  sdly.  That  the 
perfonal  adions  of  the  King,  not  being  aAs  of  govern- 
ment, are  not  under  the  cognizance  of  law. 

The  principle,  that  the  King  can  never  a£t  without 
advice,  applies  therefore^  only  to  a£ts  of  government.    N.  B. 
'This  interpretation  is  quite  fuiGcient  for  thepurpofe 
which  that  maxim  is  intended  to  effe&,  viz.  to  fecure 
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ihe  people  itom  the  abufes  of  bad  government)  through 
the  reftraint  which  the  fear  of  refponfibility  may  put  on 
minifters.  If  this  responfibility  attaches  on  every  a£t 
of  government,  on  every  a&  of  the  King  in  his  exe^ 
cutive  or  legiflative  capacity,  the  people  have  all  the  se^ 
curityy  which  that  maxim  can  impart :  and  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  extend  it  to  the  perfonal  aftions  of  the 
King  as  an  individual^  to  the  occurrences  of  his  do- 
meflick  life,  or  to  the  circumftances  which  may  arife  In 
the  courfe  of  confidential  commmiication  between  him 
and  his  Minifters,  previoufly  to  their  determining  on 
any  meafure,  which  is  afterwards  to  make  its  appear* 
ance  to  the  publick  as  an  a&  of  government. 

Upon  a  change  of  Miniftry,  the  new  Minifters  aro 
undoubtedly  refponfible  for  the  difmiflal  of  their  pre- 
deceflbrs  as  a  publick  a£i  of  government ;  and)  where 
the  difmiflal  is  connected  with  any  other  publick  mea** 
fure,  on  that  likewifc)  retrofpedively,  they  become 
refponfible  for  the  negative  of  their  predeceflbrs'  intern 
iions,  but  not  for  any  private  coofultationsj  between 
the  King  and  his  former  Minifters^  which  did  not  ter- 
minate in  any  publick  meafure.  In  the  prefent  cafe^ 
the  demand  of  a  pledge  from  the  late  Ministers  cannot 
be  confidered  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  occurrence 
of  private  confultation  in  the  cabinet— an  occurrence 
which  cannot  be  a  proper  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  in«> 
quiry,  fince  it  is  only  in  confequenceof  the  King's  per- 
miiBon  that  the  knowledge  of  the  h&  could  ever  have 
come  to  Parliament.  That  permiflion  was  granted  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  enabling  some  of  his  late  Minifters 
to  clear  their  charafters  of  afperfions  thrown  upon 
H « B.  them ;  and  it  is  furely  a  moft  improper  trefpafs  upon 
the  generofity  which  led  to  that  permiffiooL)  that  a  pro» 
ceeding,  fnch  as  the  prefent)  ihould  be  founded  upon 
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itf — **a  proceedingy  which,  however  it  may  be  intended 
by  the  Qoble  perfons  who  bring  it  forward,  cannot  be 
debated  without  a  continual  infringement  of  that  im- 
portant conftitutional  maxim,  that  the  perfonal  aAions 
of  the  King  are  not  to  be  made  the  fubje£t  of  dif  - 
cuffion. 

Upon  the  whole  then  it  appears  that  the  argument 
in  favour  of  the  prefent  motion  refts  entirely  upon  the 
grofs  fallacy  of  coniidering  the  demand  of  a  pledge 
from  Mtnifters  as  an  infulated  fn&,  and  their  refufal  as 
the  only  aflignable  motive  for  difmifling  them.     It 
appears,  on  the  contrary,  that,  independently  altogether 
of  any  fuch  refufal,  the  difmiflal  would  have  been  julli- 
fiable, — that,  before   the  demand  was  made,  circum- 
fiances  had  occurred  which  might  naturally  and  fairly 
have  led  to  that  difmiflal.   If  upon  receiving  that*Minute 
of  Council,  by  which  his  Minifters  agreed   to  give-up 
theCatholick  Bill,  the  King,  inftead  of  requiring  that  the 
refervations  (houldbe  withdrawn,  had,  immediately  and 
without  further  explanation,  fent  for  the  feals  of  office, 
could  any  one  venture  to   fay  that  the  aft  would  have 
been  unconllitutional  ?  and  (hall  we  be  told  that  the 
a£l,  which  the  King  might  conftitutionally  have  done 
before  the  demand  of  a  pledge,  became  unconftitu* 
tional  after  that  demand  was  refufed — that  the  mere 
circumftance  of  the  King's  having  inadvertently  made 
a  demand,  which  his  Minifters  could  not  with  proprie* 
ty  accede  to,  can  be  fufiicient  to  annul  and   bar  the 
exercife  of  one  of  the  moft  eflential  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown? 

The  noble  Lord  proceeded  to  date,  that  the  avowed 
object  of  the  motion  was  to  lead  to  the  re-infiatement 
of  the  late  Ministers.  However  much  he  might  regret 
that  a  change  (hould  have  taken  place,  iC  could  by  na 
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hieans  foHovv  that  he  (hould  concur  iti  machinations  fof 
forcing  back  upon  the  King  any  fet  of  men  who  had 
loft  his  Majefty's  Confidence.  He  argtied  that  no  practi- 
cal good  could  ever  arife  from  fuch  a  procfeeding,  eveii 
if  it  fhoiildfucceed—that  aminiftry  forced  upon  theKin^ 
without  his  cordial  approbatipn  never  could  be  fecure,— 
that  the  only  confequfencc  WouW  bie  to  multiply  changes; 
Sindthc^t  every  change  ncceflarily  involves  much  incon- 
venience to  the  publick  ferVice.  He  agreed  that  it  wa4 
i)f  peculiar  importance  in  the  prefent  circutnftahcbs  of 
Europe,  that  we  (hould  have  a  ftrong  and  (lable  Ad- 
miniftration.  Such,  undoubtedly^  the  late  Administra* 
t  ion  was;  and  On  this  ground^  among  others,  he  regretted 
the  change  :  but,  though  thd  late  Aditiiniftration  was 
ftrong,  it  was  by  no  meaAs  to  be  inferred  that,  if  re-in^ 
ftated,  *l  would  be  equally  ftrong.  The  flfength  of 
au  Admihidration  depcfnds  in  a  great  mcafure  on  thi 
bpinion,  which  thePublick  entertains  of  its  permanence. 
Before  these  uafoftunate  tranfaflions  the  Ute  Admini- 
ftratioii  was  itnlv^fally  snppofed  to  be  immoveable 
ftable.  Such  an  opinion  can  never  be  renewed.  They 
formerly  poffeffed  the  Confidence  of  the  King  and  the 
Country  united :  now  they  would  pbflefs  neither;  fof^ 
whatever  fenfe  the  Publick  may  ehtertkin  of  the  great 
and  fplendid  abilities  of  the  late  Minifters,  the  confid- 
ence formerly  repofed  in  thefe  talen.s  muft  be  greatly 
(haken  by  a  view  of  the  extreme  indifcretion  of  iheif 
proceedings. 

Lord  Selkirk  further  obfe^ved,  that,  in  the  prefent 
circumftances,  he  could  not  approve,  or  concur  in,  i, 
fyftematick  oppofition  to  an  Adminiftratidn;  whofe  con- 
duft  is  as  yet  unknown.  He  thought  them  entitled  td 
k  fair  trial,  and  that  they  ihould  not  be  condemned  till 
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tiretr  meafures  (hould  prove  them  unworthy  of  confid- 
ence.    It  IS  true,  that  many  individuals  of  the  prefent 
Adminftration  ase  well  known^  as  publick  chara£ters  : 
but,  as  a  Government,  they  are  a  new  combination  of 
men,  and  as  yet  untried.    He  could  not  deny  that  many 
members  of  the  prefent  cabinet  had  exprefTed  opinions 
on  various  fubjeAs,  which  he  did  not  concur  with ; 
and  that,  from  a  view  of  their  former  condu£l,  he 
could  not  avoid  feeling  confiderable  anxiety  and  doubt 
as  to  what  then*  iiiture  conduft  might  be ;  but  he  could 
not  carry  this  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  they  (hould  be  ex- 
cluded, as  utterly  unfit  to  be  trufied.     Notwithftand- 
ing  the  opinions  which  fome  of  them  had  delivered 
igainft  meafures  which  he  highly  approved,  he  trufted 
they  would  fee  the  wifdom  of  the  maxim,  which  their 
predeceflbrs  had  afted  upon  in  coming  into  office,  that, 
taking  into  confideration  the  unavoidable  mifchiefof 
repeated  changes,  they  onght  to  acquiesce  in  many 
things  which  they  found  eilablifhed,  notwithftand'mg 
their  having  objected  to  them  when  firft  ena&ed.  .  He 
referred  particularly  to  the  meafures  adopted  lad  feOioa 
for  the  improvement  of  our  military  fyftem,  the  fpirit 
of  which  he  trufted  would  be  ft  ill  adhered- to*     It  was 
alfo  alledged  that  the  new  Minifters  were  pledged  to  a 
fyftem  oppolite  to  that  of  conciliation  in  Ireland.     He 
could  not,  however,  perceive  how  they  could  fairly  be 
eonfidered  as  under  any  fuch  pledge,  and  he  trufted 
they  would  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  evincing 
the  contrary,  by  giving  to  the  Catholicks,  not  merely 
aflfurances,   but  pra&ical   proof,  that,  however  they 
might  refift  further  conceffions,  they  were  determined 
to  exeeute,  in  a  liberal  manner,  the  laws  already  enafled 
iti  their  favour.    Such  a  conduft,  he  was  perfuadedt. 
would  not  only  be  more  honourable^  but  of  more  ad- 
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vantage  to  the  new  Miniften,  »nd  tend  more  to  ptq--* 
mote  the  ftability  of  their  power^  than  if  thty  Ibould 
go-on  to  encourage  religious  aaimolity^  and  to  excite 
apprehenfion  in  the  publick  mind  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Ecclefiaftical  efiabliftment.  By  raifing  a  cry  of  Na 
Peperyj  they  might  gain  the  afliftance  of  a  wild  and 
fanatical  mobj  but  would  excite  the  difguft  and  repro- 
bation of  every  honeft  and  fenfible  man  in  the  King- 
dom. 

Lord  Selkirk  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  thofe  who,  ip 
the  prefent  circumftances^  do  not  approve  of  the  avowed 
principles^  or  former  conduft,  of  the  newly-appointed 
MinillerSi  are  by  no  means  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  joining  with  the  determined  partillins  of  the  late 
Minifters  in  a  fyftematick  oppofition :  «-^hat  there  ia  an 
intermediate  lipe  of  conduft  more  honourable,  more 
conftitutional,  better  in  every  refpe£t,-^that  of  giving 
an  independent,  but  qualified,  fupport  to  Govemmenlf 
fo  long  only  as  their  meafures  are  reconcileablc  with  the 
main  apd  eflential  obje&s  of  national  fafety.— *In  timet 
like  the  prefent,  ^fyftematick  oppofition  maintained  by 
fp  powerful  a  p^y,  muft  tend  to  embarraCi  the  opcn^ 
tions  of  Government,  and  to  waft^,  in  the  Amfj^t  for 
power,  that  ftrength  which  ought  to  be  direfted  ^gfillft 
the  common  Knemy.  Such  proceedings  may  be  fit 
for  thofe,  whofe  Interefts  ar^  involved  in  the  ie-eft»- 
blifhment  of  any  particular  Individual  at  the  head  of  Ad« 
miniftration :  but  thofe  who  are  fenfible  of  the  immi- 
nent danger  of  our  fituation,  and  whofe  primary  obje^ 
is  that  national  fafety,  in  which  our  all  is  involvedlf 
will  not  be  inclined  to  join  the  violent  partifans  Qf 
either  fide  of  the  Houfe.  If  a  few  perfona  of  ^cknow* 
ledged  cbara^er  would  umte  an  an  indepeadwt  lioe 
of  conduS,  they  muft  gain  the  confidence  of  the  f$/(h 
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pies  though  their  niimberi  might  at  firft  be  fmall, 
cveiy  thing  they  might  fay  would  carry  weighty  and 
even  a  fmall  phalm  of  fudi  men  might  be  able  ta 
reprefa  ebultitiona  of  a  fa&ious  fpirit^  whether  k 
Aould  appear  oq  the  one  fide  of  the  Houfb  ot  on  ihe 
•ther. 
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A  SHORT  VIEW  OF  THE  GROUNDS  AND  PRINCIPLES 
OF  THE  GLORIOUS  REVOLUTION  IN  ENGLAND  IN 
THE  YEAR  1688. 


The  following  traft  was  publiflied  in  the  year  1807 ,  as 
a  Preface  to  a  third  edition  of  the  celebrated  Debates  ia 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  month  of  0£kober  in  the 
year  1680,  on  the  Bill  for  excluding  James  Duke  of 
York,  the  brother  of  the  then  reigning  king,  Charles 
the  zdy  from  the  fucceffion  to  the  Crown,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  being  a  Papift^  and  likely,  from  the 
intolerant  principles  of  the  Popifh  religion,  and  his 
known  zeal  for  its  propagation,  to  make  ufe  of  his 
power,  when  king,  to  re-eftabli(h  that  religion  in  Eng- 
land. And  the  preface  fets-forth  the  conformity  of  his 
conduA  four  years  after,  when  he  had  fucceeded  peace- 
ably to  the  crown,  (and  was  poiTeiTed  of  the  full  power^ 
and  more  than  the  full  power,  jufily  belonging  to  it), 
to  the  apprehenfions  entertained  of  his  defigns  by  the 
eminent  Protefiant  patriots.  Sir  Henry  Capel,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones,  and  others,  who  took  the  lead  in  thofe  debates  | 
that  power  having  been  employed  by  him  throughout 
bis  whole  reign  in  the  boldeft  and  fierceft  attempts  to 
introduce  the  Popifh  religion  into  Englandf  and  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  civil  liberties  of  the  nation.  At'uUl,  by  1^ 
violent  meafures  he  forced  even  the  mod  zealous  fup- 
porters  of  Monarchy  in  the  kingdom,  (who  had,  ever 
fince  the  reftoration  in  1660,  been  prcaching-up  the 
dodrines  of  paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftmce),  to 
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fufpend^  for  a  time  at  leaft,  their  high  principles  of 
loyalty,  and  to  wilh  to  fee  fome  flop  put  to  the  career  of 
his  tyranny.  This  general  fentiment  brought-on  an 
invitation  from  fome  few  courageous  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  come-over  to 
England  to  their  nffiftance  with  a  fmall  army ;  —not  to 
conquer  England^  but  to  deliver  it  from  arbitrary  power, 
by  obliging  king  James  to  call  a  free  parliament  to 
revive  and  confirm  the  extinguifhed  laws  and  liberties 
of  the  nation,  and  the  tottering  Eilablilhment  of  the 
Proteftant  religion.  And  the  Prince  of  Orange  com- 
plied with  this  invitation^  and  was  received  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  nation  with  great  joy  and  gratitude, 
and  confidered  as  their  Saviour  and  Deliverer.  And, 
after  fome  time,  a  meeting  of  the  two  houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment was  obtained ;  but  in  an  irregular  manner  and 
without  the  concurrence  of  king  James :  he  being 
unwilling  to  authorize  their  meeting,  and  to  confent  to 
thofe  afi:s  of  parliament  which  he  knew  they  would 
foon  propofe  to  him  for  the  prePervation  of  the  Proteft- 
ant religion  and  the  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  But  no  thoughts  were  entertained  by  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament  of  proceeding  againft  him  as  a 
criminal^  for  his  mifgovemment,  nor  even  of  depofing 
him,  but  only  of  requiring  him  to  confent  to  fuch 
new  regulations  as  (hould  be  thought  neceiTary  to  pre* 
vent  him  from  renewing  his  late  attempts  to  deftroy  the 
Religion  and  Liberties  of  the  Country*  But  this  h^ 
would  not  fubmit  to,  and  rather  than  do  fo,  chofe  to 
retire  into  Prance  and  put  himfelf  under  the  protedioii 
of  king  Lewis  the  14th,  the  notorious  Perfecutor  of  his 
own  Proteftant  fubje&s,  and  unjuft  Invader  of  Holland 
and  the  other  ftates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  France, 
gnd  general  Difturber  of  the  jpeace  of  Europe.    This 
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reibluiion  of  abaodoning  E»g^od  and  retiriag  into 
f  raoce  king  James  attempted  twice  lo  eieccte^  and  the 
fecond  time  with  fuccefs.  And  then  the  two  boafisa 
0f  ParliamenU  con6dering  Ibis  abandonoKnt  of  lua 
country  at  tbia  critical  ttmf  aa  a  dacifive  proof  that  hi; 
waa  determined  not  to  ronfent  to  retitme  the  govern- 
ment of  tbc  kingdom  upon  the  terma  of  bis  coronation^ 
oathf  or  fo  as  to  be  bound  to  govern  it  according  lo  tb^ 
Laws  and  SiatuUs  of  the  UngJomf  (upon  which 
l^rms  alone  be  had  any  right  to  go?em  tt)t  did,  afWr 
much  deliberation  and  great  debates  on  the  fuljeft, 
declare  that  he  bad  thereby  abdicated^  or  reliuqui/bed^ 
tic  government,  and  thai  the  throne  was  confeqnently 
vacant.  And  then,  after  further  debates,  they  proceed- 
ed to  fiUtbat  vacant  place  by  electing  their  great  Af- 
fifiant  and  Protedor  in  this  arduous  bufinefe,  William^ 
Prince  of  Orange,  (who  was  the  nephew  of  king  James» 
and  grandfon  to  king  Charles  the  ift,  and  Kkewife 
husband  to  the  Princefs  Mary,  king  James's  eldeft 
daughter),  and  the  Princefs  Mary  his  wife,  to  be 
jointly  Eing  and  Queen  of  England,  in  his  ftead.  And 
from  the  long  debates  on  thefe  two  refolutions,  and  the 
iinall  majorities  of  only  two  or  three  votes,  by  which 
they  were  carried,  it  feems  next  to  certain  that,  if  king 
James  had  chofen  to  continue  in  England  and  to  confent 
to  fuch  new  regulations  as  the  parliament  would  have 
thought  fuiEcient  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Ptoteftant  reli-' 
gion  and  the  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  the,  nation 
againft  any  future  attempts  of  the  Crown  to  overtom 
them,  he  would  have  been  permitted  to  continae  on 
the  Throne.  It  was  therefore  kii^g  James's  Obftinaty 
alune,  and  not  the  Ambition  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
(as  his  enemies  have  often  pretended),  that  brought^ 
about  the  change  of  theSovereign  of  England  on  this 
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•ceafioQ,  and  gtfe  U0  the  wire  and  vidiant  Willianit 
Prinoe  of  Orange  (who  had  already  diftingaiihed  him^ 
Mf  as  tbeDeliverer  of  his  owncountryy  Holland^  fromtht 
unjqft  iavafioD  of  Lewis  the  14th  in  the  year  167^1 
$Bd  who  bad  now  delivered  England  from  the  dangers 
of  Popery  and  Slavery  in  which  king  James  had  involv* 
cd  her)^  for  our  King»  tnflead  of  the  bigotted  and 
arbitrary  James^  who  had  nearly  eompleated  the  rtiia 
of  oar  Religion  and  Liberty. 
This  Preface  b  as  follows* 


THE  PREFACE  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION  OF  THE 
«'  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS  IN  OCTOu 
BEK,  1680,  ON  THE  BILL  FOR  EXCLUDING  JAMBS^ 
DUKE  OP  YORK*  TH£  BROTHER  OP  KING  CHARLEd 
THE  SeCOND,  FROM  THE  SUCCESSION  TO  THE 
CROWN  OF  ENGLAND, "  PUBLISHED  AT  LONDON 
IN  JULY,  1807. 

Th£  Debates  of  the  Engliih  Hoafe  of  Commons, 
which  are  here  re-printed,  took  place  in  the  Parlia- 
ment which  met  on  the  26th  of  Oftober,  1680,  and 
was  Diflblved  by  the  Ring's  Proclamation,  on  the  18th 
of  the  following  month  of  January,  in  the  year  2680-1. 
They  relate  principally  to  the  Bill  propofed  in  that 
Parliament  for  excluding  Janus,.  Duke  of  York,  the 
only  brother  6f  King  Charles  ibe  Secondj  from  his 
right  of  fucc^ing  to  the  Crown  of  England,  in  the 
event  (w^i<5b  was  then  very  probable,)  of  the  King's 
dying  Without  lawful  IflUe.    And  the  ground  of  this 
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important  motion,  was,  ''  that  the  faid  Doki^  by  abatr^ 
^  doning  the  Protefimt  Religion,  and  embracing  that 
*^  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  had  rendered  hhnfelf  unfit 
**  to  difcharge  the  great  Dalies  of  the  Office  of  a  King 
'^  of  England,  in  maintaining  the  Proteftant  Religion^ 
'^  (which  had  been  eftablifbed  in  the  Kingdom  in  the 
*'  Reign  of  Queen  Elii^abeth,)  and  in  defending  the 
*<  temporal  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  SubjeAs  of 
^^  the  Crown  againft  the  Encroachments  and  Ufurpa- 
'<  tions  of  the  Papal   Authority.''      This  Bill   was 
fupported  with  great  zeal  and  ability  by  feveral  of  the 
mod  eminent  Patriots  and  Lawyers  of  that  time,  and 
particularly  by  that  virtuous  and  much-refpe&ed  NobIe« 
man,  William  Lord  RuflTeil,  (the  elded  fon  of  the  then 
Earl  of  Bedford,)  and  Sir  Henry  Capel,  and  Colonel 
Silas  Titu8>  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  and  Sir  William 
Jones }  who  confidercd  it  as  the  only  effeBual  remedy 
that  could  be  provided  for  the  Prote6tion  of  the  Pro- 
tefiant  Eftablifhment,  againft  the  attempts  which,  they 
cxpe£led,  would  be  made  to  dedroy  it  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  if  ever  he  fucceeded  to  the  Crown  ;  his  zeal  for 
diftinguiihing  himfelf  in  the  propagation  of  the  new 
Religion  which  he  had  embraced,  and  his  Ambition  to 
be  celebrated  in  the  Annals  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as 
one  of  her  greateft  Champions,  and  tbe  Dejlroyer  of  the 
pestilent   Northern  Heresy^    (as   the   Rqmifh   Priefts 
denominated  the  Reformation)   zuhicb  had,  for  more  . 
than  a  Century  past,  overspread  tbe  Britt/b  Dominions, 
having  been,   on  various  occafions,  fufficiently  made 
known  to  them.    And  they  obferved,  that,  if  he  were 
once  admitted  to  the  Throne,  and  acknowledged  to  be 
the  lawfiil  King  of  England,  and  confequently  to  be  the 
Head  of-  the  Army,  and  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Militia 
of  England,  and  Matter  of  the  Revenue  of  theCrown^ 
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it  would  be  extrearnly  dangerous  and  difficult  to  refift 
any  attempts  that  he  (hould  make  for  carrying  his 
deiigns  againft  the  Proteftant  Religion  into  execution  ; 
and  therefore  they  concluded,  that  it  was  abfolutely 
neceflary,  before  that  event  took  place^  and  while  it  was 
yet  in  their  power,  (if  the  King  would  gracioufly  concur 
with  them  in  the  Meafure,)  to  exclude  him  from  the 
Sttcceflion  to  the  Crown.  The  King,  unfortunately, 
would  not  concur  in  this  falutary  and  necelTary  Mea- 
fure :  knd  the  Duke  of  York  fucceeded  to  the  Crown^ 
in  February,  1684-5,  ^^^^  years  after  thefe  Debates* 
And  then  the  apprehenfions,  which  thefe  wife  Patriots 
had  entertiuned  of  the  projeds  which  the  Duke  was 
fuppoied  to  have  formed  againft  the  Religion  and 
Liberties  of  his  Country,  were  fully  juftified  by  his 
furious  endeavours  to  over- turn  the  whole  Conftitutton 
of  the  government  both  in  Church  and  State.  And, 
if  the  Valour  and  Wifdom  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
(who  was  nearly  related  to  the  Crown,  being  both  a 
Nephew  of  King  James,  and  the  Hufband  of  his  eldcft 
Daughter,}  had  not  been  exerted  in  defence  of  the  Reli* 
gion  and  Liberty  of  England,  by  his  landing  there  with 
^  a  fmall  Army,  of  about  13,000  Men,  not  to  conquer 
England,  or  to  place  himfelf  on  the  Throne  inftead  of 
his  Father-in-law,  (as  fome  of  his  Enemies  falfely  and 
malicioufly  pretended,)  but  merely  to  enable  the  Peo« 
pie  of  England  to  chufe  Reprefentatives  and  fend  them 
^  to  meet  together  in  a  Convention,  or  Parliament,  and 
there  redrefs,  in  the  manner  they  themfelves  fliould 
think  proper,  without  any  conftraint  from  him,  the 
enormous  grievances  they  laboured-under,  from  the 
King's  arbitrary  Government ; — I  fay,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  this  timely  interference  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  it 
(eems  by  bo  means  improbable^  that  the  King  might 
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have  fucceeded  in  his  endeavourt  to  re-eftaUHh  the 
Popiih  Religion  in  England,  and  to  change  the  limit- 
ed and  Parliamentary  Monarchy  of  England  into  an 
abfolnte  Monarchy,  upon  the  Model  of  that  of  France 
at  that  time,  under  LeMOs  the  14th,  of  which  he  was  a 
great  admirer.  The  Nation,  however,  efcaped  from 
this  alarming  Situation,  by  this  noble  efibrt  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  by  the  Prudence  and  Moderm-^ 
tion  of  the  Convention,  or  Parliament,  which  he 
aflembled.  And  their  Deliberations  on  this  Occafion, 
for  ra*-fettling  the  Government,  were  fortunately  much 
ftcilitated  by  King  Jameses  voluntary  departure  from 
England,  after  he  had  begun  to  treat  with  the  Prince 
of  Orange ;  which  could  not,  with  any  fliew  of  Reaibiiy 
be  afcribed  to  any  apprehenfipn  of  Danger  to  bis  Per* 
fon,  (which  neither  the  Prince  of  Orange,  nor  the 
Parliament,  had^the  leaft  thoughts  of  molefting^)  but 
feems  manifeftly  to  have  arifen  from  a  fettled  Beibla* 
tion  not  to  confent  to  fuch  new  Regulations,  as  would 
probably  have  been  propofed  to  him,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  his  renewing  his  late  Attempts  againft  the 
Laws  and  Religion  of  his  Country.  To  a  Befioration 
to  his  Throne  upon  fuch  Conditions,  he  feems  to  have 
1>een  determined  not  to  fubrait ;  and  therefore  he 
retreated  into  France,  under  the  Proteftion  of  that 
Arbitrary  and  Periecuting  Monarch,  Lewis  the  14th, 
by  whofe  affiftance  he  hoped  to  recover  the  PoflTeffion 
of  his  former  Arbitrary  Power,  by  the  help  of  a  French 
Army;  and  he,  accordingly,  afterwards,  made  an 
attempt  of  that  kind  in  Ireland,  by  means  of  fudi  an 
Army.  His  departure,  however,  firom  England,  at  this 
junAure,  was  a  fortunate  CircumAance  for  the  Convene 
tion,  or  Parliamettt,  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  had 
atembled ;  as  it  gave  th^m  a  fair  Opportunity  (^cen» 
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fidering  the  Throne  as  hiwg  vacant  by  the  Voluntary 
Abandonment  of  it  by  the  King,  which  was  a  proof 
that  he  was  not  willing  to  Exercife  the  Office  of  King 
upon  the  Terms  of  his  Coronalion-Oatb,  and  according 
to  the  Laws  and  Eftablifbed  Conftitution  of  the  Kin|^ 
dom.  Tberefore,  without  having  recourse  to  the 
delicate  and  controverted  DoArine  of  the  Right  of  an 
Opprefled  People^  to  dethrone,  or  depofe^  their  Kings, 
or  other  Govemoarsi  for  Mif-government ;  they,  con^- 
fidrring  the  Throne  as  Vacant,  proceeded  to  repair  that 
Imper&Aion,.or  DefeA,  in  the  Governing  Powers  of 
the  JState,  by  Elefting  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Orange  to  be  King  and  Queen  of  England,  in  lieu  of 
the  King  who  had  deferted  them ;  and  then  proceeded 
Without  delay,  to  re-fettle  the  whole  Government  of 
the  Kingdom  upon  its  old  Foundations,  with  a  very 
few  CorreAions  or  Alterations,  which  their  Experience 
had  ftewn  them  to  be  Neoefiary. 

This  deliverance  of  the  Engliih  nation,  from  the 
tyranny  of  King  James  the  Second,  and  new  Settle^ 
mentof  the  Government,  under  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  is  generally  called  tbe  Revohuim.  But 
it  mighty  perhmps,  with  more  propriety,  have  been 
called  tb$  PrsservQtian,  or  Rs^cstaUisbment  of  the 
Government  of  England,  as  it  had  fubfifted  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  particulariy  in 
the  year  l68o,  when  thefe  Debates  took  place,  and 
before  that  King  had  dUaii0ed  his  laft  Parliament  at 
Oxfoid,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1881 ;  for,  after  that 
€vent»  he  governed,  during  the  remaining  fouryear^of 
his  Reign»  with  a  fori  of  Lf gal  Tyramy,  or  abufe  of 
iie  Legal  Powers  with  which  the  Conftitution  haA 
inve^ed  him  i  employing  his  Court  of  King's-Bencbf 
(as.  hit  father  had  employed  tbe  Court  of  Star«Cbam« 
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ber,)  to  perfecute  his  Subjeds  under- the  forms  of 
Laiv^l   by  taking-away  the   Charter  of  the  City  of 
London ;  and  procuring  the  Surrenders  of  the  Char- 
ters of  feveral  other  Corporations  that  fent  Mertibers 
to  Parliament^  and  thereby  making  the  illedions  of 
Members   of  Parliament  lefs  free  and  popular  than 
before;    and   by  over-fevere  Punifhments,   enormous 
Fines,  and  Verdids  for  exceffive  damages,  given  in 
civil  adions  by  corrupt  Juries,  packed  by  the  Sheriffs 
for  the  purpofe.     But  in  the  year  1680>  before  thefe 
odious  proceedings  took  place,  the  Laws  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Government  of  England  were  very  little  dif- 
ferent from   what  they  were  afterwards  in  the  years 
Iddgand  1690,  or  the  firft  and  fecond  years  of  King 
William's  reign.    So  wifely  and  moderately  did  King 
William  and  his  firft  Parliament  proceed  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  Nation,  without  introducing  any  new,  or 
theoretical,  improvements  of  the  Government,  or  any 
*  changes  in  the  powers  of  the  feveral  Judicatories  and 
Orders  in  the  State,    The  principal  Law  which  th^ 
Parliament  paiTed  on  this  occafion,  and  to  which  they 
required  the  aflfent  of  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange 
before  they  eleded  them  to  be  King  and  Queen  of 
England,  (in  lieu  of  the  King,  who  had  quitted  the 
Government,  and  retired  to  France,)  is  called  the  Bill, 
or  Declaration  of  Rights ;  and  contains  only  a  recital 
of  feveral  of  the  illecral  Afts  done  by  King  James,  and 
the  illegal  Powers  a0umed  by  him,  accompanied  with 
a  declaration  of  their  illegality,  together  with  a  fettle- 
ment  of  the  Crown,  after  the  Deceafe  of  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Orange,  on  the  Heirs  of  the  Body  of 
the  faid  Princefs  %  and,  in  default  of  fuch  heirs,  on  the 
Princefs  Anne,  of  Denmark,  (the  fecond  daughter  of 
King  Jame8>)  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body  \  and^  in  default 
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of 'fuch  Heirs,  on  the  Heirs  of  the  Body  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  or  Kin^  William,  by  any  future  wife ;  and, 
lafily,  a  provifion  that  none  of  the  perfohs  fo  appointed^ 
tofucceed  totheCrowti,  norany  other  perfon  whatfoever, 
fhould  be  capable  of  fdch  Succeflion,  if  they  either 
were  tfaemfelves  Papifts,  or  were  married  to  a  Papifl:, 
'^  ii  having  been  found  by  Koferiencey  that  it  is  4ncott^ 
^'  sistent  with  the  Safety  and  Welfare  oj  this  Protest' 
<'  ant  Kingdom^  to  be  governed  by  a  Popish  Prince^  or 
*'  by  any  King  or  ^een,  marrying  a  I^tpist"  And, 
in  general,  the  Maxims  and  Opinions  fandioned  and 
confirmed  by  this  Parliament  on  this  great  and  folemn 
Occafion,  were  the  fame  that  had  been  profefied  and 
laid-down  by  the  Leading  Members  of  the  Hotife  of 
Commons  in  the  year  1680,  who  contended  for  the 
Exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York  from  the  Succeffion  to 
the  Crown,  and  which  are  set-forth  in'  the  Debates 
that  are  here  reprinled. 

'Thefe  Debates  were  firfl:  publiihed  in  the  year  168 1, 
in  a  fmall  duodecimo  volume ;  and  they  were  after- 
wards publiihed  a  fecond  time  in  octavo,  with  the 
addition  of  the  Debates  of  the  following  fhort  Parliament 
holden  at  Oxford,  in  the  following  month  of  March, 
1680-81,  which  related  chiefly  to  the  fame  fubjeft  of 
excluding  the  Duke  of  York  from  the  fucceffion  to  the 
Crown. 

This  fecond  edition  of  thefe  Debates  was  publiihed 
in  the  year  1 716,  or  the  fecond  year  of  King  George 
the  Firft,  while  there  was  a  Rebellion  in  the  North  of 
England,  againft  that  wife  and  worthy  Monarch,  in 
favour  of  the  Popiih  Pretender  to  his  Crown,  the 
fuppofed  Son  oi  King  Janies  the  Second,  It  does  not 
appear  who  was  the  Publiiher  of  this  Second  Editio^ 
of  ihefe  Debates.  But  it  is  plain  that  he  was  an  ap- 
prover 
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proYCf  of  the  Priaciplcs  and  OpWiMitf  mutiiiiioeA  iti 
ihefe  Dcbatesy  wofi  a  sealous  Defieiidcr  of  the  Entail  of 
the  Crown^  which  bad  been  mada  by  a  feeond  Act  of 
Scttkaaent  near  the  end  of  King  WiUiaaa'a  veign,  oa 
the  Protefiant  family  of  the  Dukes  of  Hanover,  and 
that  he  publiflied  thefe  Debates  a  {eoond  ttasc  in  thai 
eritic#  feafon,  with  a  mw  to  fupport  the  right  of  King' 
George  to  the  Grown,  (which  was  derived  froaa  Ihat 
fecond  Act  of  Settleoieat,)  againft  the  daim  of  tfie 
Pretcnderi  by  i^in  prefealiBg  to  the  view  of  tkaPob^ 
lick,  the  eaceUent  aigaments  that  bad  bees  nfed  ia 
favour  of  a  fimilar  Proviiioa  far  the  maintenance  of  the 
Pn>teftant  Religion,  and  the  Rights  and  libvtiea  of  the 
Sobjeft,  in  that  celebrated  and  courageooa  Parliamcat 
of  ]68(X  And  diefe  fentimenta  he  has  expreffed  vscy 
fully  in  a  fpirited  and  inftmAive  IntroduAion. 

And  now,  in  the  year  1 907 f  when  a  great  namber 

of  perfons  of  high  rank  and  laige  fortnnes^  aoA  ewcm 

of  diftingiiidMd  abilities,  and  who  particularly  aflume 

to  themfelves  the  name  of  Wbigs^  have  fia  far  dc^itei 

ftoai  the  fentimcnis  of  Lon^d  Buff^Mp  and!  fir  HaaQr 

G^/,and  Sir  tFiUimmJimsr,  and  tiie  other  Whigpioi 

the  year  168a,  as  to  look-upon  Popiery  as  a  very  inof* 

fimfve  fort  of  Rdigioa,  fram  whick  na  danger  oMghl 

tor  be  app^refaended  by  ProteAania^  and  lo^  think  thai 

Members  of  the  Church  of  Rome  ought  therefore,)  no1> 

only  la  be  freely  tolerated  in  the  exereife  of  th^r  ftdi- 

gion,  however  idolatrous,,  (which  tokration  vevy^fev^ 

Ptofecftants,  at  this  dhy,  are  inclined  to  refiife  thtni)^ 

bnt  aUb  to  be  admitted,  equally-with  ProtefianOi,  to  ailr 

forts  ofOSoes  of  Power  in  the  Stttte,  both  Civil  and 

Military,  ib  thai  the  Judg^  of  the  King's  CourU  of 

(aw  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and  the  LordaChanceHoraof 

of  En^aad  and  bclaod  might  be  Fapifts^  and  even 

that 
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that  aa  Army  of  Irifli  Papifts^  commanded  by  a  Popifh 
General,  (which  was  the  Inftrument  with  which  King 
James  the  Second  endeavoured  to  over-turn  the  whole 
Confiitution  of  England  both  in  Church  and  State,) 
should  be  no  longer  contrary  to  law; — ^it  feems  highly 
expedient  that  thefe  excellent  Debates  fhould  be  again 
brought-forward  to  the  View  of  the  Publick ;  to  the 
end  that  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
may  well  confidcr  them,  before  they  give  their  aflent 
to  a  meafura  that  is  fo  contrary  to  the  firinctples  on 
whMi  the  Revolution  in  the  Year  1088,  and  the  De« 
olaratioo  of  Rt^ts  then  folemnly  proclaimed  by  Pto- 
liament,  and  the  Aft  of  Settlement  then  made  in 
fkvour  of  the  Prince  and  Princefa  of  Orange,  and  the 
fecond  Aft  of  Settlement  of  the  Crown  (made  about 
ten  years  after,)  on  the  Frincefs  Sophia,  Dutehefs 
dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body,  (by 
virtue  of  which  AA  our  prefent  Sovereign  fits  upon 
the  Throne),  were,  all,  founded,<— and  before  they,  in 
ooniequcnce  of  fuch  aflent,  IbHicit  his  Majefty,  (not- 
wilhflaQdiag  Us  known  difinclination  to  the  Meafure,) 
to  give  his  Royal  Aflent  to  an  Aft,  that  ieems,  at  leaf^ 
to  have  a  ftfong  tendency  to  undennine  and  weaken 
his  Majefty's  Title  to  the  Crown.  And  it  is  to  anfwer 
this  ufcful  purpofe,  that  thefe  Debates  are  here  again 
rft^prtnted  from  the  faid  Second  Edition  of  them,  in 
the  year  17 16,  together  with  the  IntroduAioa  of  the 
Pobliflier  of  th^t  Edition. 


THE 
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THE  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION  Ol* 
THE  SAID  DEBATES  IN  THE  YEAR  1716. 


So  wide  has  the  Deviation  of  the  prefent  Age  been 
firoDKthe  gloilbus  Paths  of  their  Ancellors; — fo  violent 
a  Propenfion  has  appeared  in  too  many,  who  have 
made  an  open  Profefllion  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  to- 
wards reviving  the  abjeft  and  exploded  Do6trine  of 
implicit  Obedience,  and  falling-back  into  the  rankeft 
Superftition  and  Idolatry;  that  Popery  has  broke*in 
like  a  Torrent,  and  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  do, 
for  fome  Years  pad,  has  been  juft  to  carry-on  adefen- 
five  War  againft  it,  whilft  the  Balance  at  prefent  is 
but  barely  inclining  to  the  Proteftant  Side.  Such  has 
been  the  powerful  Magickof  theJZontonEmiflaries;  fo 
flrong  has  the  Operation  of  their  Poyfon  been  upon  the 
Senfes  of  this  poor,  deluded.  Nation,  that  we  have  been 
drivjng-on  an  open  Commerce  with  Romcj  bartering 
our  Eafe  and  Plenty  for  Want  and  Barrennefs,  and  the 
very  Dregs  of  human' Oppreffion ;  our  Birth-rights,  for 
the  imperious  Dilates  of  lawlefs  Tyrants;  and  the 
mtldeft  Laws  in  the  Univerfe^  for  the  mod  infupportable 
Slavery,  (which  is  Spiritual^)  .without  giving  ourfelves 
Time  to  call-up  the  Account,  and  examine  what  Lofles 
we  were  likely  to  fuftain  by  fo  unequal  an  Elxchange. 

That  Rome  J  and  her  officious  Agents,  have  been  in- 
ceflantly  at  Work  for  our  DeftruSion,  is  no  Wonder, 
when  we  confider  ourfelves  as  the  nation  that  enjoys 
the  boafted  Remains  of  Liberty,  and  pure  neligion, 

throughout 
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throughout  Europe,  and  as  forming  the  main  Bulwi^ 
Againft  arbitrary  Encroachments.  But  that  we^  who 
profefs  an  abhorrence  of  thofe  Principles^  (hould  give 
an  helping  Hand  to  our  Ruin^  and  be  in  the  Plot  againft 
our  own  Faith,  our  Property,  and  Lives,  feems  as 
difficult  to  reconcile  as  the  Doctrine  of  Trdnjub/laniia* 
iion.  Yet,  to  our  eternal  Diflionour,  fuch  there  are  at 
prefent  amongft  us,  who  have  advanced  half-Way  to 
meet  them ;  nay,  to  (how  their  Sincerity,  and  cut-off 
all  manner  of  Ceremony,  have  gone-over  to  thero« 

This  Delufion,  which  has  been  fo  uniferfally  fpread 
through  ail  Ranks  and  Complexions,  calls  loudly  at  this 
lunAure  for  the  Publication  of  the  following  Sheets* 
It  had  been  a  Crime  fcarce  expiable,  not  to  have  refcued 
them  from  Oblivion^  and  give  them  a  freih  Reading  | 
efpecially  at  a  Time,  when  a  Set  of  profligate  Wretches, 
who  have  the  Impudence  to  call  themfelves  Prote/iants^ 
are  in  drift  Combination  with  the  fwom  Enemies  of 
our  Religion,  to  place  a  Popi/b  Impojlor  on  the  Throne 
of  King  GEORGE,  to  make  this  Free-born  Nation  a 
Land  of  Bondage,  and  our  Fertile  Plains  a  Scene  of 
Blood  and  Confufion. 

Apprehenfions  of  the  like  Danger  from  a  Po^/b  Sue* 
eeflfor,  inl^pired  our  great  Forefathers  with  lively  Stotu 
xnentsof  the  Kingdom's  Danger,  and  with  Refolutions 
becoming  that  great  Truft  repofed  in  them  by  their 
Principals.  They  faw  a  Popi/i  Plot  carried-on  againft 
our  Liberties  and  Religion,  under  the  Adminiftratioa 
of  a  Proteftant  Prince ;  though  not  juftified  by  open 
Arms,  or  profecuted  in  that  audacious  Manner  it  is  at 
prefent.  They  found  there  were  too  many  of  the  fame 
Stamp  wiih  the  Rebels  of  this  Day,  afftaedly  Protejl-^ 
anis,  who  drove  induftrioufly  to  smother  it,  and  undei^ 
kand  abetted  the  Treafon.    The  Day  at  that  melan- 
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choly  Seafoiii  was  farourable  to  Roman  Monsteni  they 
had  their  Parttzans  in  the  Senate" Housi;  the  Cabtjut^ 
and  the  Pulpit \  and  too  many  upon  a  certain  Benchi 
who  ought  to  have  been  the  moft  vigorous  Aflertors  of 
the  Reformation)  lay  as  a  dead  Weight  upon  the  Houfe. 
The  Oppofition  thofe  worthy  Patriots  n^t-with,  no 
Ways  impsured  their  Spirit  j  they  broke  through  all 
Difcouragement,  and  went  to  the  Rootof  the  Griev- 
ance. 

The  fole  Expedient  for  preventing  all  future  Calami* 
ties,  was  th«  Exclufion  of  the  Duki  of  Yarl  \  a  Bill 
which  had  a  predi&ive li^mi  in  it;  a  Bill  not  Spirited* 
up  by  Revenge,  or  Partiality  to  a  certain  Family,  aa  was 
odiouily  infinuated,  to  divide  the  wicked  caufe  from  the 
Perfon )  but  from  the  fatal  and  neeefTary  Confequences 
which  muft  attend  a  Popijb  Adminifiration ;  a  Bill 
which,  if  it  bad  pafled,  would  have  faved  this  infktuat* 
ed  Kingdom  an  Hundred  and  Thirty  Miliums^  and 
extinguiflied  even  our  remoteft  Fears  of  Popery, 

But  the  Genius  ofFtance^  and  her  devoted  Penfioners 
got  the  better  of  Britain's  faithful  Sons-*-— -"From  the 
Difficulties  our  wife  Anceftors  faw  there  was  in  carry' 
kiga  Point  of  that  Importance  under  a  Proleftant 
Prince,  it  was  natural  to  conclude^  bow  great  the 
Struggle  muft  be,  even  to  make  a  Stand,  under  a  Pt^^ 
one.  Their  Penetration  went  deeper  $  they  knew,  that 
Will  and  Pleafure  was  to  fucceed  in  the  room  of  Laws 
and  inviolable  Statutes ;  and  that  Freedom,  Properly^ 
and  Religion,  muft  bend  to  the  Roman  Yoke^if  once 
a  Pap^  came  to  be  the  Director.  Thofe  who  oppoled 
the  Bill,  could  not  deny  the  fawcy  Advances  of 
Popety^  and  feemed  hearty  in  coming  into  a&y  Expcdi* 
cnt,  but  that  of  the  Exclufion.  But  their  Scheroca 
were  fo  fantaftick,  that  it  wm  obvious  to  the  dimmeft 
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Sight,  they  were  rather  preferitd  with  a  view  to  amuse 
and  perplex  than  to  give  any  Aflurance  to  the  honeft 
Patriots,  that  their  Fears  were  not  well-grounded,  ol^ 
that  any  Medium  could  be  fouiid-out  between  the  Bill 
of  Exclufion  and  their  ov/n  Security.  On  this  Occafiot^ 
I  cannot  help  making  two  Ktftnarks,  which  flow-ia 
naturally,  and  may  ferve  as  a  Glafs  to  (hew  the  Com- 
ptexton  of  thofe  Times,  with  that  of  the  Breviat 
Proteftants  of  ours. 

It  was  objeded.  That  if  the  Bill  of  Exclufion  (hould 
pafs  into  a  Law,  there  would  be  found  Men  at  Hand 
ready  to  oppofe  that'  Parliamentary  Sandion,  in  Defence 
of  the  Lineal  Defcent,  tho'  the  frequeht  Ufage  of  the 
Nation  had  juftified  it,  and  an  exprefs  Statute  now  ia 
Force,  made  in  the  ISth  of  Queen  Elisateib,  which 
makes  it  High  Treafon  to  make  a  QueAion,  Wbeibgr 
an  ASt  of  Parliament  cannot  hind  the  Right  cf  tha 
Crottm^  the  Descent^  lAmitatiamf  InherUance^  or 
Government  tbertof.  This  ObjeAioU)  I  thinks  fuffici* 
ently  explains  the  Principles  of  our  hal&faced  Proteft« 
ants  at  this  Day,  and  pretty  well  accounts  for  the  late 
Tumults,  and  prefent  Rebellion  of  the  FaAion,  and 
muft  convince  us,  that  there  is  not  one  of  that  Stamp 
in  King  GEORGE'S  Intereft,  but  fbmnch  at  this 
Hour  for  what  they  ridtculoufly  call  HeredUarf 
Right. 

The  other  Objeaion  was:  What  if  the  Duke  of 
York  {hould  have  a  Son  ?  This,  they  thought,  would 
invalidate  the  Entail  upon  his  Daughters.  By  this 
Clue,  I  think,  we  are  led  into  the  Secret  of  an  After- 
ftory,  and  the  Apprehenfion  thofe  PofAJb  InftrumeOtg 
had  of  a  Proteftant  Succeflbr ;  fo  that  one  wotild  be 
tempted  to  think  there  were  fome  other  People,  befidee 
Catholicks,    deep    in  the  fecret  of  vamping-up  aa 
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Jmpoftor ;  and  that  a  Son  was  to  have  been  procured 
at  any  Rale,  though  Ten  of  them  had  died  fucccffivdy 
in  the  Month.  But  to  draw^fT  from  (b  obvious  a 
Refledion :  In  thefe  Debates  you  have  the  colleAed 
Senfe  of  the  Nationi  warmly  urged  by  the  EleAors  to 
their  Reprefentativcs  throughout  the  Kingdom,  who 
were  fenltble  no  Cords  could  bind  a  Papifty  but  thofo 
of  Death,  or  Banifliment.  In  thefe  Sheets,  you  have 
a  lively  Pourtrait  of  a  true  Englifb  Proteftant  Spirit. 
Here  thofe  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  degenerate 
from  the  bright  Examples  of  their  Ancedors,  may  learn 
to  amend,  or  turn  pate  to  fee  the  Afhes  of  their  Siret 
animated,  fpeaking  to  them,  as  it  were  from  the  Grave, 
lend  calling  the  Prodigals  to  return  to  the  Bofom  of 
their  Country^  Intereft.  In  thefe  Speeches  you  read 
adifinterefted  Zeal,  triumphing  over  Sophiftry,  and 
•falfe  Reafoning*,  a  Set  of  Patriots  embodied  againft 
mercenary  Totigues,  Creatures  of  an  arbitrary  and 
debauched  Court,  and  Stipendiaries  of  France  and 
Rome.  For  this  glorious  Caufe  the  great  Lord  RufftU 
iel),  purfued  by  execrable  Villains^  and  unbted  Malice; 
a  Drop  of  whofe  Blood  was  more  valuable  than  the 
whole  Race  of  Tyrants,  from  theExpulfion  ofTarfium^ 
to  the  LAST  ABDICATION. 

But  in  recording  the  Glories  of  1680,  wemuft  not 
forget  what  we  owe  to  the  prefent  Parliament  of  17 15* 
The  Curfe  which  thofe  Patriots  would  have  preventedj 
has  been  growing  upon  the  Nation  for  35  Tears* 
excepting  the  Check  it  received  in  the  immortal  WIL* 
LI  AM's  Reign,  and  the  Firft  Seven  Years  of  Queen 
ANN'S  \  and  has,  by  freqnent  Indulgences,  arrived  to 
that  Height,  as  to  difpute  the  Superiority  with  us;  the 
Extinction  of  this  peftilent  Spirit  is  kft  upon  tlie 
Hands  of  the  prcfentSenate.    Tb  ^ear  the  RubbiOiy 

which 
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^hich  had  been  gathering  for  fp  many  Years,  was 
next  to  an  Hireulean  Labour  ;  but  to  crufli  the  Mon- 
ger, would  have  been  next  to  an  Impoflibility,  under  a 
lefs  aufpicious  Influence  than  that  of  King  GEORGE. 
The  PapiJiSf  and  their  bloody  Adherents^  found  thci 
Period  of  their  laboured  Attempts  againft  the  Con* 
flitution  drawing«on,  when  the  Nation  fpoke  its  free 
Senfe  in  this  Parliament ;  and  they  are  now  making 
the  lad  Difcharge  of  their  Malice,  in  Rebellion  and 
Defpair. 

Let  obdinate  and  unthinking  Wretches  charge  that 
glorious  Parliamt?ntj  with  an ti monarchical  and  hete- 
rodox Principles ;  but  they  need  be  at  no  more  Pains 
than  fcanning  the  Names,  and  they  will  find  tho£e 
Patriots  were  fo  far  from  being  fufpefled  of  pronenefs 
to  Levelling,  that  fome  of  them  before  that  Time  were 
efteemed  to  be  even  of  a  high,  fanguine,  Complexion. 
^The  fame  impudent  Charge  may,  it's  poffible,  be  object- 
ed to  the  prefent  illuftrious  Body,  by  thofe  who  know 
not  that  fevcral  ASs  have  pafled  which  make  it  impofli- 
ble  for  any,  but  a  Proteftant  Church  of  England 
Member,  to  fit  within  thofe  venerable  Walls. 

If  the  Parliament  of  1680  could  boaft  of  their  RUS- 
SELS,  their  CAVENDISHES,  their  CAPELS,  their 
BOOTHS,  their  WINNLNGTONS,  and  JONESES, 
a  long  Train  of  Heroes;  The  Champions  of  17 J 5 
mufft  not  yield  to  them  in  Firmnefs,  or  Love  to  their 
Country :  The  Conflancy  of  a  Hegutus,  the  Piety  of  a 
CodruSf  and  the  Wifdom  of  a  Lycurgus,  are  at  this 
Time  to  be  found  in  a  WALPOLE;  the  nnbiaffcd 
Patriot,  and  the  polite  Gentleman,  (hine  forth  in  a 
FINCH,  who  is  at  prefent  The  Ornament  of  the 
Lower-Houfe,  and  the  growing  Hopes  of  the  Upper. 
In  a  STANHOPE,  we  read  an  Ardor  for  Liberty,  and 
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Ae  publick  Good;  the  LETOHMERES,  and  the 
COWPERS,  havea  tboufand  Wimtfiestotheir prevail- 
ing Bloqucnce  in  their  Coimtry^s  Caufe^  and  their 
triumphs  over  the  EnetnieB  of  the  Conftitution.  Thus 
guarded^  Poperjr  ^nd  Arbitrary  Power  muft  refign  thip 

Day. 

But  here  a  Queflion  naturally  advances  upon  uSf 
Why  Popif^,  (which  was  in  good  Earneft  aboliflied  by 
lEdward  the  Vlib^  of  pious  Memory ;  and  in  the 
natural  Tendency  of  that  Reformation  under  fo  many 
Proteftant  Princes,  his  Succefibrs,  ibouldy  by  this  Timcj, 
have  dwindled  into  the  laft  Degree  of  Contempt,)  has 
been  gaining  Ground  upon  us  ever  fince  bis  Death 
under  various  Shapes  and  Di%uife8,  till  at  laft  it  has 
got  Strength  enough  to  bid  us  Dfffiance.  This  has 
been  a  perplexing  Quedion  to  the  Generality,  and  th^ 
Gaufe  could  not  have  been  made  fo  obviups  to  feveral 
well-meaning  Prote^bnts,  tijl  a  Set  of  People,  joining 
in  the  prefent  Rebellion,  and  who  walked-about  unde^ 
Bifguifes  for  many  Years,  have  at  lengtfi  gratified  the 
World,  in  throwing-o^T  the  Mafqi^e,  and  telling  us 
plainly  what  they  have  been  aiming-at,  \x^  ConjunSioa 
with,  oi^r  implapable  Enemies,  the  Papifis. 

(t  is  not  |o  be  imagined,  that  Popery  could  have  fub^ 
fOti  in  thefe  Bealpif  thus  long,  qauch  lefs  have  found  fo 
fecure  a  Reffige  from  the  Purfuit  pf  the  Law,  after  fuch 
flagnmt  Yipl^tions  of  all  Things  Sacred,  Moral,  and 
Humane,  if  there  had  i^ot  been  fqme  fecret  Springs 
worHJng  behind  the  Curtain  in  her  Favour;  and  Con- 
federates of  a  more  popular  Stan^p,  bad  x)ot  been  copy- 
ing Draughts  from  the  i{o«ian  Emi^Taries,  to  make  her 
Villanies  appear  more  fpecious  to  the  World.  Thefe 
Plagues  of  Families,  of  Kingdoms,  and  Mankind,  I 
fay,  had,  e'rethis  Time,  b^en  rooted  out  of  the  Land, 

had 
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had  not  fome  Advocates  in  Power,  ond  who  feemed 
the  very  Reverfe  of  them  in  Principle,  kept  the  Hand 
of  Joftice  in  a  Sling,  and  blunted  the  Antipathy  of 
Pfoie/lants  againft  them. 

The  PapiJiSi  confidered  as  a  diftinft  Body,  and  nn- 
affifted,  could  never  have  grown-up  to  any  foraiidable 
Heights  Had  thefe  not  been  an  Union  of  Intereft  and 
AfleAion  between  them,  and  a  powerful  Body  ading 
under  legal  Capacities,  they  would  have  been  reputed  of 
no  more  Weight,  than  fo  many  wandering  Jev;ty  or 
fcattered  Gentiles,  amongft  us:  But  Impunity  and  Con- 
nivance, accompanied  with  a  Fondnefs  they  obfervcd 
in  fome  falfe  Brethren  of  the  Protcftant  Church  of 
Englatul,  toward  a  Belapfe  into  blind  Superftiiion,  and 
ilavifli  principles,  foon  encouraged  them  to  put- in 
their  Claim,  and  think  themfelves  intereded  in  promot- 
ing thofe  Schemes  which  made  fuch  near  Approaches 
to  genuine  Popery. 

By  what  Engines  we  were  driven,  and  haftening  to 
our  Ruin,  was  long  forefeen  in  the  early  Days  of  the 
Reformation,  and  guarded-againft  to  the  iitmod,  by 
the  greateft  Patriots,  and  the  moft  faithful  Sons  of  the 

Protcftant  Church.     But  fuch  was  the  Infatuation  of 

ft 

many,  from  miilakcn  and  too  pompous  Notions  of 
Regal  and  Ecclefiaftical  Power :  fnch  the  afpiring  Tem« 
per  of  others,  who  knew  better,  but  would  bear  no 
Controul,  or  even  admit  the  Laiety  to  a  Share  in  the 
ruling  Part;  that  we  have,  more  than  an  Age,  been 
waging  a  Protcftant  War  amongft  ourfelves,  whilft  that 
Monfter,  Popery^  has  fattened  upon  our  Difienfions, 
and,  by  this  unnatural  Conteft,  paved  the  Way  almoft 
to  an  Eftablifliment. 

From  whence  the^e  tender  Sentiments  in  profefled 
Churchmen^  toward  fuch  impious  Principles ;  from 
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whence  that  conftant  and  moft  favourable  Regard  to 
f  ich  inhuman  Creatures^  fprung  ;-*^muft  be  the  Subjeft 
of  a  (bort  Enquiry,  that  we  may  open  a  Way  to  tho 
Sources  of  our  paft  Misfortunes,  that  we  fee  both  the 
rampant  and  coucbant  Popery  :  and  we  (hall  find  at  the 
Up«fliot,  that  the  latter  has  been  the  moft  dangerous 
Enemy ;  that  the  lefs-fufpicious  Seconds  have  done  all 
the  filthy  Work  for  their  Principals  the  Papifts^  under 
the  plaufible  Names  of  a  rigorotis  Uniformity  to  Cer^m 
monial  Rites,  and  absolute ,  pajjive^  Submiffion  to  the 
Prerogative^  whilft  the  more  formidable  Names  of  Pofe^ 
ry  and  Slavery  were  kept  behind  the  Scenes,  till  a 
fuitable  Occafion  prefented,  of  joining-together  in  the 
laft  A£lof  our  Miferies,  and  making*up  the  fad  Cata^ 
ftrophe  in  Concert. 

To  have  a  full  View  of  this  Growth  of  Popery,  we 
mud  obferve,  that  the  Reformation  was  but  tendeily 
begun,  accompanied  with  the  DiflTolution  of  Abbicij 
Monafleries,  and  many  other  fuch  Nefts  of  Lazinefa 
and  Vermini  and  Creatures  unprofitable  to  the  Com* 
monwealth.  This  was  hardly  digefted  by  the  fawcy  and 
high-fed  Priefts  of  that  Time :  but  falling  under  the 
Iron  hand  and  inexorable  Temper  of  Itenry  VIIT.  and 
running  themfelves  likewife  into  a  Premunirgj  by 
difpuling  his  Supremacy,  they  were  compelled  to  pur- 
chafe  their  Peace  at  any  rate,  and  tamely  fubmit  to  his 
Temporal  Alienations. 

This  Breach  upon  their  unjuft  Acquifitions  fiomach* 
eel  them  to  the  laft  degree.  But  finding  under  Edward 
VL  that  there  was  not  only  a  further  Retrenchment 
df  their  pious  Frauds,  but  likewife  other  Spiritual 
£i:crescencies  par'd-off,  they  began  to  be  thoroughly 
jTavm'd ;  and,  though  many  complied  with  the  reformed 
BbttgiDQ  in  Show,  yet  they  could  not  quit  their  tender 
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Begard  for  the  unrighteous  Maunmon,  which  they  faw 
every  Day  applied  to  more  laudable  Purpofes. 

Tu  pafs  over  the  ReigDofBlood-tbirfty  Mary^  when 
they  expefted  a  full  Reftitution  of  Church-lands;  find- 
ing that  Queen  £/i«a^Wi6  went-on^poUtng  the  Bishop- 
ricks,  and  giving-away  feveral  fat  Manors  to  her  ufeful 
Subjeds  of  the  Laiety ;  they  unanimoufly  cail-about 
how  to  ftop  the  Current  of  thofe  Alienations ;  and, 
roaring- out  Sacrilege  and  the  Church-Robberies  of  her 
Miniftry,  began  to  perfwade  her  that  there  was  a  De- 
fign  of  ruining  the  Church  by  fome  ill-defigning  Men, 
and  Enemies  to  Religion ;  and  branded  thofe  who  were 
more  intent  upon  the  Reformation  than  worldly  Gain, 
with  the  Title  of  Puritans ;.  which  at  that  Time  was 
made  to  fignify  Scbifmaticks  in  Religion,  and  Rebels 
10  the  State.  This  Cry,  aflified  by  Archbifliop  Wlit- 
gifty  aflfeding  the  Queen,  diverted  her  from  laying  her 
Hands  upon  any  more  Church-Revenues,  and  turned 
her  Fury  upon  the  Puritans. 

Great  Numbers  of  the  reformed  Clergy  at  that  Junc- 
ture were  no  better  than  Papifts  in  Difguife,  and  find- 
ing a  Gap  open  for  Perfecution,  they  followed  the 
Swing  of  their  Revenge  and  Ambitious  Tempers ; 
and,  becaufe  they  could  not  return  to  their  beloved 
Popery,  in  bar  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  then  in  force, 
Ihey  were  refolved,  under  the  Notion  of  Uniformity,  to 
ob(lru£i  any  further  Reformation,  and  plague  thofo 
who  attempted  it. 

The  fient  of  their  Inclination  dill  led  them  to  Popery ; 
^nd  they  vi^re  jufl  upon  the  Point  of  rolling-back  into 
Idolatry  and  Pagan  Ufurpations  at  the  clofe  of  Queen 
Elizabeth*^  Reign;  if  the  Powder* plot,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  King  J^me^'s,  had  not  overthrown  their  Scheme, 

and  made  all  Overtures  of  that  kind  fo  deteiUble,  that 

they 
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they  durft  not  try  the  Experiment  without  ezpofing 
themfelves  to  the  Nation's  Refentments. 

This  ProjeA  failing,  the  Popiftly-afTeded  Clergy, 
which  were  of  the  fame  Stamp  with  thofe  who  pafs 
under  the  Name  of  High«Church  at  this  Day,  were 
forced  to  throw  themfelves  upon  the  Crown,  though 
much  againft  their  Wiil.  But  to  ihew  there  was  a  fort 
of  Co-ordination  of  Power  between  the  Prince  and 
the  Clergy,  they  began  to  infinuate  a  certain  Phrafe  of 
Speech,  and  make  it  a  Proverbial  Saying,  No  Bishop^ 
No  King;  puttmg  the  Church  foremoft>  to  make 
themfelves  appear  abfolutely  neceifary;  and  preffed 
their  refpe&ive  Claims  with  a  fort  of  Regal  Authority, 
whenever  any  (hould  attempt  to  difpute  them.  King 
James  was  fond  of  the  Notion ;  and  the  too  credulous 
Charles  was  entirely  taken  into  the  Secret,  till  the 
Name  of  the  Popifli  Ufurpations  and  Engli/b  Cl>urch- 
government  began  to  found  very  agreeably,  and  the 
Breach  was  widening  between  the  Clergy,  who  were 
above  the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  the  painful  Minifiers,^ 
who  were  under  the  Law ;  till  at  laft  that  Incendiary, 
Laudy  made  a  difiindion  in  his  Roll  of  Promotions, 
between  thofe  marked  with  the  letter  O,  and  P  :  The 
former  fignifying  Orthodox,  videlicet^  PopiOtly-afleded; 
The  other,  Puritans,  or  Proteftant  C)iurc\i»oi»Efigland 
Men.  Let  none  cavil  at  thefe  Animadverfions,  when 
the  great  Lord  Falkland,  one  of  the,  brighteft  Orna- 
ments of  the  Reformation,  and  who  dy'd  for  the  Royal 
Caufe  at  the  Battle  of  Newbery,  charges  worfe  Crimes 
on  the  Popi(h  Church-of-Enj'/aTi^  Clergy  of  that  Day, 
in  the  Parliament  of  Forty-one. 
w/'dc-  "ThefeMenjfaysbe^havebeentheDeftruaionofUni- 
"h"  E^l'^h  ^5^'  ""d^''  pretence  of  Uniformity  5  and  have  brought-in 
Clergy  ia    Superfiition  and  Scandal,  under  the  Titles  of  Reverence, 

the  year  « 
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and  Decency ;  flackening  that  Union  between  us  and 
thofe  of  the  fame  Religion  beyond  the  Seas ;  an  A^ion 
^  Impolitick  as  iingodly :  Thefe  Mcn«  continues  he, 
have  Ven  lef$  eager  againi^  thofe  who  damn  our 
Churchy  viz.  the  Papiftsy  than  thofe  whq^  from  a  weal^ 
Confcience,  bfve  abftained  froip  it. 

Aftfsr  having  d^fcanted  largely  upon  the  Ignorance 
^nd  Profanenefs  of  the  Clergy ;  the  tying-up  the  Pu- 
ritans frpn)  preaching  fuch  and  fuch  Tenets,  and  letting 
]oofe  the  Ronton  Crew}  he  obferves  that  the  ufual 
Topicks  which  the  Popiih  Church*of-£;2^/amf  Clergy 
preach'd^n  were  the  divine  Right  of  Bifliops  and 
Tytbes,  and  inviolable  Devotion  to  the  Clergy ;  the 
Sacrilege  of  Impropriations;  the  demolifhing  of  Puri- 
tanifm  and  Propriety;  the  building  of  the  Pie^'ogative 
at  St.  PauPs. 

So  that  it  feen^s  they  were  trying  how  much  of  the 
papift  might  b^  brought- in  without  Popery;  and  de- 
ftroying  as  much  as  they  could  of  the  Gofpel,  without 
bringing  tbemfelves  into  Danger  of  being  deftroyed 
by  the  Law. 

Some  have  evidently  laboured  to  bring-in  an  EnglJ/bt 
(bough  not  a  Romany  Popery  ;  I  mean,  not  only  the 
Outfide  and  drefs  of  it,  but  equally  Abfolute:  A  blind 
Pependance  of  the  People  upon  the  Clergy,  and  of  the 
Clergy  upon  themfelves ;  and  have  oppofed  the  Papacy 
beyond  the  Sea,  that  they  might  fettle  a  Pope  on  this 
fide  of  the  Water. 

In  the  clofe,  he  talks  of  their  Encroachments  upon 
the  Civil  Power,  exempting  the  Clergy  from  the  Jurif- 
di&ion  of  the  Civil  Magiftrate ;  hindering  Prohibitions; 
lyiakmg  a  Conqueft  of  the  common  Law  of  the  Land  ; 
difpofing  of  all  Preferments;  and  blowing  both  Na- 
tions into  a  Flame." 

Was  there  ever  fo  lively  a  Pi£ture  of  the  enormous 
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Infolence  of  the  Popiflily-affiedcd  Clergy  in  the  laft 
Five  Years  of  Queen  Anne :  Not  one  Word  of  the 
Gofpel  fimplicity ;  Charity,  Forbearance,  or  the  le.\ft 
incentive  to  Faith  or  good  Works,  but  all  felfifli  To* 
picks.  The  Dignity  and  Honour  of  the  Prieflhood ; 
Eeilitution  of  Church-Lands;  Damnation  toDiflenfers; 
the  moral  Sin  of  Schtfin,  of  their  own  making;  PafEve 
Obedience,  to  make  us  refign  without  a  Blow  to  PopiOi 
Cut-throats;  Hereditary  and  Indefeasible  Right,  with 
other  fuch  Terms  of  Conjuration,  to  oi)cn  a  way  for 
the  Pretender. 

The  Expediency  and  Jufticc  of  putting  all  Lay-Pre* 
ferments  and  Offices  of  State  into  the  Ckrgy't  Hands, 
with  many  more  prepofterous  Doflrines  ;  which  they, 
with  a  true,  appropriated.  Impudence  and  Ignorance^ 
vented  to  their  equally  fiupid  Congregations. 

The  Popilh  Clergy  of  our  Church,  and  the  R^man 
Clergy  in  Charles  II.  Days,  had,  in  a  manner,  (haken 
Hands ;  They  kept  narrowing  the  Pale  of  their  Com* 
munion  by  rigorous  Exadions ;  and,  being  compli* 
mented  with  the  Privilege  of  Perfecution,  they,  in 
return,  made-over  to  the  Crown,  as  mueh  aa  in  them 
lay,  an  abfolute  Paflive  Obedience  from  the  Laiety^ 
which  was  a  very  impudgni  Deed  0/  Gi/if,  without  their 
Confents.  This  Do&riue  was  minted  to  pave  the  Way 
to  Popery  in  the  next  Reign ;  and  would  have  eflfec* 
tually  done  it,  had  not  that  weak  Prince  diiobliged 
thofe  Executioners,  and  attempted  their  Freeholds: 
Then  indeed,  from  a  Pique,  they  joined  the  Froteftant 
Church-of-Ew^/awd  Clergy  and  her  Faithful  Sons,  to 
free  us  from  the  impending  DeftruAion. 

There  was  a  fmall  Intermiffion  till  that  ignorant  Tool 
SacheverelPs  trayterous  Libel  was  bellow'd  from  St. 
Paul%  when  Popery  blaz'd-out  afrefli ;  as  appeared 
firom  the  Pofilions  of  fome  of  their  furious  Pulpiteers : 
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\fiy  Aftrting  the  iudepenclency  of  the  Church.  ndljTf 
Their  Power  of  Elicoaimuuicaiion,  as  binding  as  that 
of  the  Roman  Church.  Sdly,  Auricular  Confeffioa 
Biade  neceflary  to  SaWation,  Pldg  Sr^ti's  Sermon; 
4thfyt  Abfolution  determrned  in  as  pofitive  a  manner  as 
that  of  Rome.  5Aly^  A  very  tender  and  loofe  Diftinc- 
tion  between  the  Real  and  Copporal  Prefence  in  th^ 
Sacrament.  6/i/y^  Judging  of  Scrupulous  Confciences 
by  Teib  of  Malice  and  Roman  Revenge.  Ttbly^  Re* 
belling,  when  out  of  Place  and  Power.  %tblyy  Dif« 
penSog  with  Oaths^  or  taking  them  in  what  Senfe  they 
pleafe  ;  with  many  more  of  fuch  Principles,  which  are 
either  entirely  PopiOi^  or  have  a  dire&  Tendency  that 

w«^y. 

This  Game  have  the  Popifhly«affe&cd  Clergy  been 
driving-on  for  a  Century  and  upwards ;  perhaps  uot 
all  with  an  intent  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  Bofom 
of  the  Roman  Communion,  but  to  make  themfelves  as 
Abfolute,  by  lodging  in  the  Suburbs  of  it ;  whereas  the 
cunning  Sophifters  of  the  Roman  Church,  who  had  tlie 
Maqagement  of  this  part,  laughM  at  the  fantaftick 
Schemes  of  our  Church-Politicians;  who  propofed  to 
go  fuch  deterfninate  Lengths  towards  Rfime^  and  not 
aftually  go-in  to  her ;  knowing  that  a  Church  of  Engf 
land  Abfolute,  and  above  the  Law,  is  a  Monfter,  and 
not  to  be  tolerated  by  Proteftants ;  and  that  (he  muft 
either  fubmit  to  the  Eftablifliment,  ^or  call-in  Popery 
and  Arbitrary  Power  in  the  End,  to  fupport  her. 

This  we  have  lived  to  fee  accompliflied  at  this  Hour; 
and  blu(h  to  find  Numbers  openly  profeiling  the  Pro* 
teftant  Faith,  lifting  under  the  Banners  of  P^ry,  to  per** 
ft€t  the  Reformation.  But  this  was  the  natural  Tendency 
of  fiich  impious  Dodrines,  and  an  Ambition  for  Power, 
warranted  neither  by  the  Gofpel^  nor  the  Laws  of  th^ 

I^nd. 
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Lind.  Upon  thefc  Principles,  the  Treafbti,  the  Perjuiyi 
atid  Rebellion  of  the  High  Church  and  their  t'upih^ 
kt  this  Time,  gives  no  Manner  of  Surprifc  to  the  think- 
ing part  of  Mankind,  But  the  Condtift  of  the  pfofeflTd 
Papifts  is  fomewhat  extraordinary.  One  would  think 
that  this  Caft  of  Men  (hould  have  been  very  wary  in 
engaging  in  fo  defperate  an  Exploit.  The  many  execra* 
ble  Attempts  made,  not  otily  upon  the  CotiftitUtion^  but 
likewife  upon  the  Perfons  of  our  Princes,  have  lotig  fince 
blotted  thein  out  of  the  Roll  of  Protedion,  and  caird 
loudly  for  Vengeance.  The  Smiihfigld  Phres  of  the 
bloody  Mary ;  the  repeated  Plots  againfi  Queeti  Elizas 
betbi  the  Spanish  Invaiion}  thfe  PowderrConfpiracy;  the 
fufpicious  Exit  of  James  I:  by  Plafter  and  Potions  * ;  the 
matchlefs  Ingratitude  of  the  Popi(h  Crew,  in  the  Mur- 
der of  Charles  II.  who  flcreen'd  them  from  Juftice  at 
the  Expence  of  his  Honour,  and  his  People's  Love  ;->« 
ihould,  in  the  natural  Courfe  of  Revenge,  have  been 
repaid  with  a  total  Extirpation  of  their  Perfons  or  Prin*^ 
ciples ;  and  how  at  prefent  they  can  hope  to  efcape  the 
Indignation  of  a  Proteftant  Parliament,  is  left  to  them 
to  confider. 

It  has  been  talkM  with  Aflurance,  tha.t  there  are 
many  Conllitution  Papifts  in  this  Kingdom,  who  had 
rather  live  with  fome  Refiridiona  under  our  gentle 

•  From  the  evidence  on  this  subject  tliat  is  distinctly  stated 
in  Ralph's  History  of  England,  it  seems  highly  probable  that  King 
Charles  the  Second  was  poisoned  by  some  Rotnish  Priesti».to 
prevent  the  execution  of  a  design  he  had  formed  to  recall  the 
puke  of  Monmouth  and  receive  hun  again  into  favour  This 
design  the  King  had  communicated  to  hit  fiivouritemistreti,  the 
Dutchess  of  Portsmouth,  and  she  had  revealed  it  to  her  Popish 
Confessor,  as  the  Dutchess  declared  about  ten  yean  after  in  the 
reign  of  King  William  the  Third. 
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Laws,  tban  fettle  in  a  foreign  Cbantry,  even  with  i 
free  Enfdyinent  of  their  Religion.  But  let  fuch  credu* 
lou8  Wretches  know^  that  it  is  as  impoffible  for  a  Pa- 
pift  to  be  difinterefted  in  the  Affair  of  Religion,  or  <Sbo\ 
in  the  Advancement  of  what  they  Blafphemoufly  call 
the  Holy  Caufe,  as  for  aMifer  to  be  eafy  in  the  fight 
of  Cold,  without  Coveting  it,  or  a  Glutton  to  be  con- 
tented with  a  flender  Meal,  when  a  Feaft  is  in  view. 

t  (hall  conclude  with  one  Inftance  of  their  Holy  Rage, 
to  (how  the  Sentiments  of  that  inhuman  Race  i  and 
that  is  the  Motta,  which.  Tradition  tells  us,  was  imprefs- 
ed  on  the  Catholick  Banners,  in  order  to  be  difplayed, 
if  the  accurfed  Powder-plot  had  been  duly  executed  by 
thofe  Devils  Incarnate. 

The  Motto,  or  rather  Curfe,  runs  thus : 

In  Nomine  Diva  Mariie  ! 

Corruat  Ecclejia  Anglice  Scbifmatua  ! 
Fereat^  nonjine  Pontifids 

Opt.  Max.  Numintf  Jacobus, 

Fidsi  fubverfor,  uni  cum  Stiff  e  Rcgid  !  * 

DiUatur  Senatus  ! 
Cujufcunque  Ordinis  Haretid  Extirminentur  I 
Rejiauretur  deniqus  per  Cades,  perjhrages,  psr 

Rumas,  Romana  Fides,  veri  Apo/iolica  I 

In  plain  Englilh  tbus : 

Let  the  Sebi/maiieal,  {vix.  the  Proteftant)  Church  of 

England,  become  an  Heap  of  Ruins  1 
Let  James,  the  Subverter  of  the  Faith,  together  with 

his  Royal  Iflue,  be  deftroyed  by  the  holy  Influence 

and  Approbation  of  the  Pope  1 
Let  the  very  Name  of  Parliaments  be  blotted-out ! 

Let 
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Let  Uerettcks  of  all  degrees  be  txteritainated ! 
And  the  traely  Apoftulical  Romifli  Religion  at  length  btf 
reftored  by  Bloody  by  Ruin>  and  by  DeraSation  ! 

This  gives  us  fo  painful  an  Image  of  the  brutal  Cru« 
elty  of  the  Papifts,  that  a  warm  Imagination  cannot 
well  be  trufted  with  proper  Auinladverfions  upon  it : 
The  naked  expreffions  carry  fo  much  Horror  along 
with  tbem^  that  they  want  no  Colours  to  enliven  them. 

End  of  the  IntroduSiion  to  the  Second  Edilion  of  the 
Debates  on  the  ExduJion^Bill,  puili/bed  in  ike 
Yean  J  i6. 
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AN  4CCQUNT  OB  THE  SENTIMENTS  OF  THE  PRINC?. 
j(iib  PRINCESS  OF  ORANGE,  CONCERNING  THE 
li^PEAL  OF  THB  TESTACT  IN  ENGLAND,  BY 
WHICH  PAMSTS  WERE  EXCLUDED  FROM  HOLD- 
mo  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  EMPLOYMENTS}  Td 
WHICH  REPEAL  THEY  WEKE  SOLLICiTED  BY 
HING  JAMfS  n.  ^4  TH£  YEAH  l687»  TO  GJIVB  THEIB 
CONSENT. 

EMtraSed  /ram  Bi/hop  Burnei't  Kist9iy  of  Ins  Own 
Tim$i^  Vol  It  from  Page  43a  to  453. 
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The  Kiog  vaa  every  day  faying,  ^  tbat  be  was  King, 
wd  he  voul4  be  obeyed,  and  would  male  thofe  who 
9ppoM  him  feel  that  he  was  th«r  King  :*'  And  he  had 
hath  6rif  fb  and  flatterers  about  him,  that  were  ftill 
f^ihing  him  forward.  All  men  grew  melancholy 
iviih  this  fad  profped.  The  hope  of  the  true  ProtefU 
Wis  waf  10  the  King's  two  daughters  1  chiefly  on  the 
eldfft*  who  was  out  of  hia  reach,  and  was  known  to  be 
\iidl-iuiitrujfted,  and  very  zealous  in  matters  of  religion. 
The  Princjefs  Anne  was  dill  very  fleadfaft  and  regular 
in  her  devotions,  and  was  very  exemplary  in  the  courfe 
of  bfE^r  )ife-  But,  as  care  had  been  taken  to  put  very 
^rdinnry  Divines  about  her  for  her  Chaplains,  fo  flie 
had^  nevor  purfued  any  ftudy  in  thofis  points  with  much 
application.  And,  all  her  Court  being  put  f  bout  hef 
by  tbe  King  and  Queen,  flie  was  befel  with  fpies.  It 
waa  therefore  much  apprehended,  that  (he  would  be 
Arongly  aflliv^ted,  when  all  other  deCgns  would  fo  far 
fuccead  aa.  to  make  that  feafonable^    Ii\  the  mean  whilf 
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The  King  (he  W&8  1et-a1one  by  the  King,  who  wu  indeed  a  verf 
jf^^  %^  ktad  and  indulgent  Father  to  her.  Now  he  refol ved  ta 
^^I^U^  make  bis  firft  atuck  on  the  Princefs  of  Orange.  D'Al^ 
beville  went-over  to  England  in  the  fummer^  and  did 
not  come-back  before  the  tweBly-fburih  of  December, 
Cbriftmaa  Eve.  And  then  he  gave  the  Prtnccia  a 
letter  firon  the  King,  bearing  date  the  fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, He  was  to  carry  this  letter  z  And  his  diffwiclies 
being  put-off  longer  than  was  intended^  tbat  made  this 
ktter  come  fo  late  to  her. 

The  King  took  the  rife  pf  his  letter  from  a  j|ueftioii 
(he  had  put  to  D*Albevil1e,  defiring  to  know  what  were 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  King  himfelf  had' changed 
bis  religion.  The  King  told  her,  he  was  bred*up  in 
the  do£ltrine  of  the  Church  of  England  by  Dr.Stewartf 
whom  the  King,  his  father,  had  put  about  him;  in 
which  he  was  (o  aealous,  that,  when  he  perceived  th» 
Queeii>  his  Mother,  had  a  defign  upon  -the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  tho'  he  preferved  ftill  the  respect  that  he 
owed  her,  yet  be  took  care  to  prevent  it.  All  the  whiK 
that  he  was  beyond  fea,  no  Catholick,  but  one  Noir,  bad^ 
ever  Ipoken  one  word  to  perfuadc  him  to  change  bis  re. 
ligion :  And  he  continued  for  the  moft  part  of  that 
time  firm  totbedoArine  of  the  Church  of  England. 
He  did  not  then  mind  .thofe  matters  much ;  And,  at 
all  young  people  are  apt  to  do,  he  thought  it  a  point  of 
honour  net  to  change  his  religion.  The  firft  thin^^ 
that  raised  scruples  in  him  was,  the  great  devotion  thaf 
he  had  obferved  among  Catholicks  :  He  saw  they  ha4 
great  helps  for  it:.  They  had  their  Churches  better 
adorned,  and  did  greater  ads^of  charity,  than  he  ha^ 
ever  feen  among  Protefiants.  He  also  obferved,  that 
many  af  them  changed  their  coupfeoflife,  and  became 
good  CbiiftiaoB^  even  tho'  tbey  continued  to  live  ftiil 
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lA  llie  w6rld.  This  made  him  firft  begin  to  examinfc 
both  retigtonft.  He  could  fee  nothing  in  the  three 
Mgn^  ih  which  rieligion  was  changed  in  England,  to 
incline  him  to  believe  that  they  whodid  it  were  fent  of 
God.  He  read  the  hillory  of  that  time,  as  it  was  writ 
in  the  Chronicte.  He  rtfad  both  Dr.  Heyliil,  bnd 
Hooker's  )[)refatoeto  his  Ecclefiaftical  Poliey^  whith  con«^ 
Armed  him  in  the  same  opinion.  He  faw  clearly,  that 
Chrift  liad  left  an  infallibility  in  his  Church,  againft 
ijirhich  *<  the  gates  of  Hell  <^annot  prevail :"  And  it  ap- 
peared that  this*wa8  lodged  with  St.  Beter  from  our 
Saviour's  words  to  him,  St.  Mat  xvl»  ver.  18.  Upon 
this  the  certainty  of  the  Scriptures,  and  even  of  Chrifti- 
anity  itfelf,  was  founded.  The  Apoftles  acknowledged 
this  to  be  Jn  St.  Peter,  kOi  xv.  when  they  said/'  It 
^med  good  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  to  us.'*  It  was 
the  Authority  of  the  Church  that  declared  the  Scriptures 
to  be  Cahonidah  And  ceftsinly  they  who  declared 
them  could  bnly  lAterpM  theM :  And  wherlSever  this 
infallibility  was,  there  muft  be  a  dear  focceflk>n. 
The  point  6f  th^  infallibility  being  once  fettled,  all 
other  controverfies  muft  needs  fall.  Now  the  Ro-» 
man  Church  was  the  only  Church  that  either  has^ 
ifafallibility,  or  that  pretended  to  it.  And  they  who 
tfarew-oif  this  authority  did  but  open  a  door  to  Atheifm 
and  Infidelity,  and  took  people  off  from  true  devotion, 
and  fet  even  Chriftiaiiity  itfelf  loofe  to  all  that  would 
queftioh  it,  land  tb  Socinians  and  Latitudinarians  who 
doubted  of  every  thing.  He  had  difcourfed  of  thefe* 
things  with  fome  Divines  of  the  Church  of  England ; 
hot  had  received  no fatisfaAion  from  them.  The  Chrif- : 
tiah  Religion  gained  its  credit  by  the  miracles  which 
the  Apoftles  wrought,  and  by  the  holy  lives  and  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  MartyiVf  whofe  blood  was  the  feed  of  the 
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Cbiiielu  WlMfeai  Lntbcr  flnd  Ctlrpn,  and  ihofe  mh^ 
hadfeUup  Ihe  Church  of  Englaad,  h^d  their  hcadt 
follor  of  tenporal  OMiters  than  of  fpiritoal,  and  bad 
kt  iha  world  Idofe  to  great  diferdar*  Suhmfffioa  wait 
naoeflary  to  the  peace  of  the  Churah*  Awl»  when  every 
smn  will  aapound  iha  Scnptuves,  AU  nafces  way  to 
all  feAa,  wha. pretended  u>  bu9d  upon  it.  k  waa^  alfb 
plain,  that  the  Chturch  of  England  did  nOt  ptettnd  m 
infidlibility  t  Yet  flit  aAed  aa  if  fte  did  r  For  ever  fioco 
the  Reformation  flie  had  perH^cuted  tbofe  who  differed 
froDi  her,  Diftnten  as  well  aa  Papifts,  more  Aan  waa 
generally  known.  And  he  could  not  fee  why  Diflent«* 
en  might  not  feparate  from  the  Church  of  Sagland, 
aa  well  aa  (he  had  done  from  the  Church  of  Rome* 
Nor  could  the  Church  of  England  fi^parate  herfetf  fron^ 
the  Catbolick  Church,  any  more  than  a  Coun^*  of 
England  couM  feparate  it  ftlf  from  the  reft  of  the  Kii^ 
dojm«  This,  he  faid,  waa  ail  that  hir  leifure  allowed 
him  to  wrine.  But :  he  thought  that  thefe  thiaga^ 
together  with  the  King  his  brother's  papers,  and  the 
Dtttchefs*s  papers,,  might  ferve,  if  noi  to  juftify  tb^* 
Catbolick  Religion  lo  an  unbiafled  judgement^  yet  at| 
leaft  to  create  a  favourable  opinion  of  it^    , 

I  read  tbift  letter  in  the  Original :  For  ibe  Prince  fent' 
it  tome  together  with  the  Priucefs's  anfwer,  but  with,  a^ 
cbaige  not  to  take  a  copy  of  either,  but  to  read  tfaen^ 
over  as  often  as  I  pleafed ;.  which  I  did  till  I  had  £xed- 
both  pretty  well  in  my  memory*.  And,  as  foonaa  I 
bad  fent  them  back,  I  fat-down  immediately  to  write* . 
out  all  that  I  remembered  |  which  the  Princefs  owned* 
to  n>t  afterwatda,  when  ihe  read  the  abftra^  I  mad^^ 
were  punctual  almoft  td  a  tittlr .  It  was  eafy  for  m&t0« 
believe  that  this  letter  was  all  of  the  King'a^nditingl  for^ 
I  had  beard  it  almoft  in  the  veiy  sanM  w6tda  froio  hia 
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•wn  month.  The  letter  was  writ  very  decently^  and 
eonduded  very  modeflly.  The  Princefs  received  thii 
letter,  as  was  idd  me,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
ber at  night.  Next  day,  feeing  Chriftmas  day,  (he  re- 
ceived the  Sacrament,  and  was  during  the  greateft  part 
ct  (ht  day  in  publick  devotiona :  Tet  ibe  found  time  to 
^raw,  firft,  an  anfwer,  and  then  to  write  it  out  fair:  And 
Hiefent  it  by  thcpoft  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  December* 
Her  draughty  which  the  Prince  fent  me,  was  very  little 
1}1otted  or  altered.  It  was  long,  about  two  fheets  of 
paper:  For,  as  an  anfwer  runs  generally  out  into  more 
Ipigtb  than  fhe  paper  that  is  to  be  anfwered,  fo  the 
Rrains  of  respect,  with  which  her  letter  was  full,  drew 
It  oiit  to  a  greater  length. 

She  began  with  anfwering  another  letter  that  (he  ^hjchdie 
liad  received  by  the  pod ;  in  which  the  King  had  made 
an  excufe  for  failing  to  write  the  former  poft-day.  She 
wa3  viery  fenfible  of  the  happinefs  of  hearing  fo  con« 
iUntly  from  him :  Tor  no  dtflference  in  religion  could 
hinder  her  from  defiring  both  his  blefling  and  his 
prayers,  tho'  (he  was  ever  fo  far  from  him.  As  for  the 
paper  that  M.  Albeville  delivered  her,  he  told  her,  that 
bis  Majefly  would  not  be  offended,  if  (he  wrote  her 
thoughts  freely  to  him  upon  it. 

She  hoped,  he  would  not  look-on  that  as  want  of 
'  refpeA  in  her.  She  was  far  from  (licking  to  the  reli- 
gion in  which  the  was  bred  out  of  a  point  of  honour : 
for  (he  had  taken  much  pains  to  be  fettled  in  it  upon 
better  grounds.  Thofe  of  the  Church  of  England  who 
had  inftructed  her,  had  freely  laid  before  her  that  which 
was  good  in  the  Rotnifli  Religion,  that  fo,  feeing  the 
good  and  the  bad  of  both,  fliemi^^ht  judge  impartially  i 
according  to  the  Apoftle*s  rule  of  "  proving  all  things, 
and  holding  fad  that  which  was  good/'    Tbo'  (he  had 
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com^  young  out  of  Eogland^  yet  flie  hibd  noit  left  behind 
her  either  the  defirectf  being  wrfl  infonne^s  or  the  mews 
for  it.  She  bad  fiiruiihed  herfelf  with  books^  aud  had 
^ofe  about  ber  who  migbt  clear  any  doiibts  to  hcr« 
She  faw  cleanly  ii|  the  Sc^iptureSi  that  (be  piu^  work 
her  own  Ssilvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  tbatfl^e 
muft  not  believe  in  the  faith  of  ^nQtherji  but  aoeording 
as  thinga  appeared  to  herfelf.  It  oiigbt  to  be  no  pre- 
judice again(l  ib^  Reformation^  if  inaqy  of  tho^e  who 
profeQed  it  led  ill  Uvea,  If  any  pf  them  lived  ill,  noi|Q 
.of  the  pripciplef  of  their  religioq  allow^  them  \^  iu 
.Many  of  them  led  good  lives,  and  more  flight  dp  it  by 
the  grace  of  God.  But  there  were  many  devotions  ^i 
the  Church  of  Rpme^  on  which  tbe  Ileforpie^  poi^d 
fet  no  value* 

She  aeknowledgedt  tbatj  if  there  was  an  infallihilt^ 
in  the  Church,  all  other  controverQes  muft  fall  to  tl^e 
ground*  6ut  ibe  cpuld  iiever  yet  be  informed,  w*^^ 
that  infallibility  wa^  lodged:  Whether  ip^  the  fope 
alonCi  or  in  a  General  Council,  or  in  both,  And  (he 
dcfirtd  to  know  in  whom  the  Infallibility  refted,  whei^ 
there  were  two  or  three  Popes  at  a  time,  ading  one 
againil  another,  with  theaffidanceof  Councilsi  which 
thev  called  General  r  And  at  leadl  the  fuccelfion  was 
then  much  difordered.  As  for  the  authority  that  i« 
pretended  to  have  been  givers  to  St.  Peter  over  the  reft, 
that  place  which  was  chiefly  alledged  for  it  was  other-  ' 
wife  interpreted  by  thofe  of  the  Church  of  England,  at 
importing  qiily  the  confiri^ation  pf  bini  in  the  ofSoe  of 
an  ApoRlcj  whep  in  anfwer  tp  that  queftion,  ^^Simon^ 
««  fon  of  Jonas,  joveft  thou  me,*'  he  had  by  a  triple 
cpnfenion  waflied-off  fajs  triple  denial.  The  words  that 
the  King  had  cited  were  fpoken  to  the  other  Apoftles 
88  well  as  to  hioi.     It  wfts  agreed  by  all,  that  the 
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Apolkfeft  vmt  kifal]ible;  who  were  gujded  by  God's 
koiy  Spirit  But  that  gift,  as  w^ll  as  many  others, 
bad  oeafed  long  ago.  Yet  io  that  St-  Peter  had  no 
authority  over  the  other  Apofiles ;  Otherwife  St.  Paut 
uiMJerftood  our  Sairiour's  words  ill,  who  ^'withftood 
^'  him  to  his  foce,  beeaufe  he  was  to  be  blamad/'  And 
if  St.  Pel^r  himfeif  could  not  maiotain  that  authority, 
Qie  coiild  not  fee  how  it  could  be  given  to  his  fucce0orSi 
whofe  b^d  lives  agrcusd  ill  wi|li  bis  doctrine. 

Nor  did  (be  fee,  why  the  ill  ufe  that  fome  made  of 
ibe  Scpptures  ought  to  deprive  others  of  them.  It  is 
true,  all  Mts  made  ufe  of  them,  and  find  fomewhat  in 
them  that  they  draw-in  to  fupport  their  opinions :  Yet 
for  all  this  our  Saviour  faid  to  the  Jews,  ^*  fearch  the 
Scriptures}"  and  St.  Paul  ordered  his  Epiftles  to  be 
read  to  all  the  Saints  in  the  Churches ;  and  he  fays  in 
one  pkce,  '<  I  write  as  to  wife  men;  ju(^  what  I  fay.'^ 
And,  if  they  might  judge  an  Apoftle,  much  more  any 
pther  teacher.  Under  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  Old 
Teftament  was  to  be  read,  not  only  in  the  hearing  of 
the  Scribes  and  the  Dodors  of  the  law ;  but  likewiie 
in  the  hearing  of  the  women  and  children.  And,  fince 
God  had  made  u  reafonable  creatures,  itfeemed  necef- 
fary  to  employ  our  reafon  chiefly  in  the  matters  of  tbt 
grfat|s|l  concern,  Tho'  faith  was  above  our  reafiin, 
yet  it  propofed  nothing  to  us  that  was  contradidory  to 
it.  Evefy  one  ought  to  fatisfy  himfeif  in  thefe  things  ; 
As  oqr  Saviour  convinced  Thomas,  by  making  him  to 
tbruft  bis  own  hand  into  the  print  of  the  nails,  not 
leaving  him  tq  the  teftimony  of  the  other  Apoftles, 
who  were  already  convinced.  She  was  confident, 
that,  if  the  King  would  hear  many  of  his  own  fubjefls, 
they  would  fully  fatisfy  him  as  to  all  thofe  preju- 
dices, that  be  had  againfl  the  Reformation ;  in  which 
nothiog  was  aided  tumuhuoufly,  but  all  was  done 
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jlccordiiig  to  htw.  The  defign  of  it  WM  dtitfy  l4 
fcp&raite  frotti  tile  RoteHn  Oharcb,  4ii'fo  hf  nui  itimA 
fcpari^ed  from  the  primitive  CbUitb:  In  tititcAi  iiitf 
liad  brought  things  lo  as  gmat  a  4tgnt  <lf  perfe6l^iv 
a»  thorib  cbritiplt  ages  were  eafMMe  of.  Shie  did  M% 
feeWw  the  Church  «if  Etiglkdd  c6tdd  be  blakn^  ^o'r 
the  perfetution  of  Hat  Difentere :  For  the  lawfe  ^inadb 
cgainft  thefn  were  made  bv  the  StaK^,  )Kbd  lidt  by  tfate 
Church :  And  they  were  tnade  for  crhfies  agatn'ft  itit 
^tate.  Their  enemies  bad  taken  great  care  td  Rment 
Ae  divifion^  in  which  they  bad  been  but  tM  f«ecefefo1. 
But|  if  he  would  refleft  on  the  grounds  tip6ii  wtiida 
the  Chnrch  of  England  bad  fefiarMed  from  tbte  CSwith 
of  Rbme,  he  would  fihd  them  to  be  cff  a  i^iy  Af^Oft 
natuit  from  thofe,  for  which  th^  Diflemers  had  teft  fU 

TbuiB,  {tie  concluded,  ibc  gave  him  the  trotibte  «€m 
long  account  of  the  grounds  upon  whieh  (he  w«s  per*, 
ftiraded  of  ihe  truth  of  her  religbn :  In  whieb  Qie  Wai 
lb  fully  fatisfied,  that  (he  trufled,  by  the  Graee  <tf  God^ 
that  (he  ihould  fpend  the  reft  df  her  days  in  it  t  An4 
fte  was  (b  well  aflured  of  the  truth  of  our  &ivi6ui^ 
Words,  that  (he  was  confident  the  gates  of  hell  fliould 
not  prevail  againft  it,  but  that  he  would  be  with  it  to 
tkk  end  of  the  world.  All  ended  thus,  that  the  religion 
which  {ht  prokdkd  taught  her  her  duty  tohifn,fo  that 
(be  Aould  ever  1>e  bis  moft  obedieot  daughter  ah4 
fervant. 

To  this  the  next  retu^  of  the  poft  brolight  an  anfvvef 
from  the  King,  which  I  faw  tiot»  But  the  accoiint  that 
was  fent  ttie  of  it  was :  The  King  took  notice  of  the 
great  progrcfs  he  faw  the  Princefs  had  made  in  her 
enquiries  after  thofe  majors :  The  King's  bu(inefs  did 
not  allow  him  the  time  that  was  liecelTary  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  her  letter ;  He  de(ired,  (he  would 
read  thofe  books  thai  he  had  mentioned  to  her  in  bis 
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tMner  \etrm,  «nd  Ibtaie  ocbers  that  he  intended  tto  fend 
her:  And,  if  (he  defired  to  be  more  fully  fatisficd,  he 
propofed  to  tktr  to  difeourfe  ahout  them  with  F.  Mor« 
gl^ttf  enEhghfh  Jefuit  dien  at  the  Hague. 

1  have  let  down  very  minutely  every  patticdar  that 
Ivas  id  lihofe  ktt^^,  ai^  very  near  in  th^  fsrme  words.  ietten« 
It  mnA  tie  confefled,  that  perfons  of  this  Quality  feldom 
tater  into  fuch  a  dKcni&on^  The  King's  letter  con- 
tained a  iUidied  account  of  the  change  of  his  religion^ 
which  he  ^nd  repeated  often :  And  it  was,  perhaps, 
jfirepared  for  hiim  by  fome  others.  There  were  fome 
things  in  it,  which,  if  he  had  made  a  little  more  reflec- 
tion on  them,  it 'may  be  fuppofed  he  would  not  have 
mentioned.  The  courfe  of  his  own  life  was  not  fo 
ftrid,  as  to  make  it  likely  that  the  good  lives  of  fome 
PapTfts  had  made  fncb  impreiBons  upon  him.  The 
eafy  abfolutions  that  are  granted  in  that  Church  are  a 
inuch  jufter  prejudice  in  this  refpcd  againft  it,  than  the 
godd  lives  of  a  few  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  an  argument 
Tor  it.  The  adorning  their  Churches,  was  a  reflexion 
that  did  no  great  honour  to  him  that  made  it.  The 
JTeverttles  nfed  by  the  Church  of  England,  againft  the 
piflenters,  were  urged  with  a  very  ill  grace  by  one  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  that  has  delighted  herfelf  fo  often 
by  being,  as  it  were,  bathed  with  the  blood  of  thofe 
they  call  hereticks :  And,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
XctpcA  that  a  daughter  paid  her  father,  here  greater 
advantages  might  have  been  taken.  I  had  a  high 
opinion  of  the  Princefs's  good  under  (landing,  and  of 
her  knowledge  in  thofe  matters,  before  I  faw  this  letter: 
But  this  furprized  me :  It  gave  me  an  aftonifhing  joy, 
lo  fee  fo  young  a  perfon,  all  on  the  fudden,  without 
confulting  any  one  perfon,  to  be  able  to  write  fo  folid 
and  learned  a  letter^  in  which  (he  mixed  with  the 
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r^fpea  that  (he  p^id  a  htbmr  to  grett  a  6niK)f  (a,  ttiaf 
by  it  flie  cut-off  «U  further  treaty.  And  her  repulfing 
the  attack,  that  the  King  made  upon  her,  with  fa  much 
refolntion  and  force,  did  let  the  Popiih  party  fee,  that 
(lie  underftopd  her  religion  as  well  as  (he  loved  it. 
a^fo^ccti-  But  now  I  niiift  fay  foniewhatof  myfelfsr  After  I 
^^^^  had  0aid  a  year  in  Holland,  I  heard  from  many  hands, 
that  the  King  feetped  tq  forget  his  owq  greatnefs  wheii 
he  fpoke  of  me  ^  which  he  topk  occaQon  to  do  very 
often.  I  iiad  publilhed  (bi^e  ^ccoMiit  of  the  ihort 
1  our  I  had  made,  in  fever^^l  let^rs ;  in  which  my 
chief  defigns  was  to  expofe  bo^h  Popiery  ^nd  Tyranny, 
The  book  was  well  received,  and  was  ^M9^  read; 
And  it  raifed  the  King's  difplcafur^  very  high  • 

My  continuing  at  the  Hague  made  him  conclude, 
that  I  was  managing  dcfigns  againft  hiiQ.  An^  (oni^ 
papers  in  (ingle  (Iieets  came-out,  refle^ing  p.n  the  pro? 
ceedings  of  klngland,  which  fcemed  to  have  f^  ^t>nfiderr 
able  efre6l  on  thofe  who  read  them.  'Thefe  ^'er^  pr^te^ 
in  Holland  :  And  many  copies  of  them  were  fen(  into 
^11  the  parts  of  England.  All  which  inflamed  ib^  King 
the  more  againft  me ;  for  he  believed  they  wer^  writ  by 
me,  as  indeed  nioft  of  them  were.  But  that  which  gave 
thecrlGs  to  the  King's  anger  was,  that  he  beard  I  was 
to  be  married  to  a  confiderable  fortune  at  the  Hague. 
So  a  projc£i  was  formed  to  break  this,  by  charging  m^ 
with  high-ireafon  for  correfponding  with  Lord  Argile, 
and  for  converfing  with  fome  that  were  outlawed  for 
hieh-ireafon. 

The  King  ordered  a  letter  to  be  writ  in  bis  name  to 
his  Advocate  in  Scotland,  to  profecute  me  for  fome 
probable  thing  or  other;  which  was  intended  only  to 
make  a  noife,  not  doubting  but  this  would  break  the 
inttndcd  marriage.     A  fliip  coming  from  Scotland  the 
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4ty  in  which  thti  profecutiqn  was  orderedytbat  had  4 
quick  paflage^  brought  me  the  firft  news  of  it,  loog 
before  it  was  (ent  to  D'  Albeville.  So  I  petitiofied  the 
Stateff  who  were  theu  fitting,  to  be  naturalised  in 
order  to  my  intended  marriage.  And  this  paft  of 
courfe,  without  the  lead  difl^culty;  which  perhaps 
might  haye  bei^n  made,  if  this  profecution,  now  begun 
in  Scotland,  had  been  known*  Now  |  was  legally 
finder  the  protedion  of  the  Sutes  of  Hollandt  Yet  I 
writ  a  ftt}l  juQification  of  myfelf,  as  to  all  particulars 
]aid  t(|  ipy  charge,  ^n  fome  letters  that  I  feat  to  the 
JIar)  of  Middleton.  But  in  oqe  of  thefe  I  faid,  that* 
))eing  now  r^ aturalix^  in  Holland^  my  allegiance  was» 
4u?iqg  fqy  ftay  ii)  t|)ef(p  parts,  trapsferred  from  his 
Mv^  ^  ^^  States.  I  ^ifo  faid  in  another  letter^ 
that,  if,  upon  my  non-^ippearance,  a  fenteiice  fliould  pafs 
ligainft  mci  I  might  be,  perhaps,  forced  to  jufiify  myfelft 
nd  i9  giye  #n  i|ccopnt  of  the  (bare  that  I  had  in  affairs 
thele  twepty  years  paft :  Ip  ^hich  I  might  be  l^d  to 
Qientiqn  (bme  things,  tb^t,  I  was  afraid,  woulil  difpleafe 
the  King:  Aqd  tberefofe  I  (hpiild  be  forry,  if  I  were 
(iriven  to  it. 

Mow  the  Court  thought  they  bad  fomewhal  againft 

me;  for  they  knew  they  had  pQthii^g  before.    So  the 

jirft  citation  was  )et  f ajl,  fu^d  a  new  one  w^ts  ordered  on 

thefe  two  accounts.  It  was  pretended  to  be  higb-treafont 

to  fay  piy  ^legiaqce  was  now  transferred:  And  it  was 

•fet*fp^th,  as  a  high  indignity  tq  the  King,  |o  threaten 

rbini  with  writing  4  hidory  of  the  tranfa&ions  paft  thefe 

Jaft  twenty  years.    The  firft  of  thefe  ftruck  at  a  great 

point,  wbicl}  was  ^  p^rt  of  the  law  of  Nations.     Every 

man  that  was  naturalized  took  an  path  of  allegiance  to 

the  Prince,  or  State  ,tbat  naturalized  him.    And,  fince 

.})9  m^n  pan  ferve  two  maftersf,  or  be  under  a  doub|e 
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iSlegitnce,  it  is  cerUin^  that  there  muft  be  a  trsHtfer  of 
ftllegiance,  at  lead  during  the  (by  in  thecoantry  whene 
one  is  fo  naturalized. 

This  matter  was  ke(>t-up  againft  me  for  fome  time, 
the  Court  delaying  proceeding  to  any  fenteiice  For  feveral 
months.  At  laft  afentcnce  of  outlawry  was  givcki: 
And  upon  that  Albcville  faid,  thni,  if  the  States  woiM 
not  deliver  me  up,  he  would  find  fuch  inRruments  ai 
Ihould  feize  on  me^  and  carry  roe  away  forcibly.  Tbt 
methods  he  named  of  doing  this  were  very  ridieulotis. 
And  hefpoke  of  it  to  fo  many  perfons,  that  I  bcfievef 
Ills  d^fign  was  rather  to  frighten  me>  than  diat  lie 
>coukl  think  to  etkSt  them.  Many  overturn  were 
made  to  fome  of  my  friends  in  London,  not  onl^  to 
let  this  profecution  fall,  but  to  promote  me,  iFI  wonid 
biake  my felf  capable  of  it.  I  entertained  none  of  Ihefe* 
9  had  many  ftories  brought  me  of  the  liifcovrles  amoB|; 
fome  of  the  brutal  Irifh,  then  in  the  Outch  lenrtce. 
'But,  T  thank  God,  I  was  not  moved  with  tbem.  I 
rcrolved  to  go-on,  and  to  do  my  duty,  and  to  do  wbMt 
fervice  I  could  to  the  publick,  and  to  my  Cbmilry': 
And  refigned  myfelf  up  entirely  to  that  Providence, 
that  bad  watched  over  mc  to  that  time  with  an  indulgent 
care,  and  had  made  all  the  defigns  of  my  enemtet 
againft  me  turn  to  my  great  advantage. 

eftheycir*  I  come  now  to  the  year  16S8,  which  proved  memoiw 
able,  and  produced  an  extraordinary  and  unheard-of 
Eevoliition.  The  year  in  this  Century  made  all  people 
rrfled  on  the  fame  year  in  the  former  Century,  in 
which  vhe  power  of  Spain  received  fo  great  a  check, 
that  the  decline  of  that  Monarchy  began  then;  and 
England  was  faved  from  an  invalion,  that,  if  it  had 
fiicceedcd  as  happily  as  it  was  well  laid,  muft  have 
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Mi4ed  in  ihe  aUbhite  conqucft  »dd  utter  ?uin  of  tbe 
JSr«iii)ikr  >  Our  hooks  »re  fo  full  of  all  that  relatcil  09 
ihal  Ariliada,  bunAcd  to  b«  inviocible^  tbat  I  aeed  aikt 
Qo  aiort  lo  fo  koown  and  (o  remarkable  a  piece  of  x>uf 
hlftoiy.  A  new  eighly-eight  raifed  new  expeAatioii$» 
in  which  the  furprifing  evenU  did  far  exceed  all  thai 
•Oold  have  been  h>oked*ibr. 

I  begin  the  year  with  Albevitle^a  negonation  after  AibevUie*^ 
bis  coming  to  the  Hague.  He  bady  before  hia  going*  to  the 
Dver^  gtvfii«'iQ  a  threatning  memorial  upon  the  bufineb  ^^'^^ 
ti  Bantam,  that  looked  like  a  prelude  to  a  declaration 
•f  war }  for  be  demanded  a  prefent  aniwer,  fince  tho 
King  could  no  longer  bear  the  injuftice  done  hia  in 
that  matter,  which  waa  fet-fbrth  in  very  high  worde^ 
lie  feni  this  memorial  to  be  printed  at  Anifierdam, 
before  be  had  communicated  it  to  the  States.  The 
chief  effed  that  this  had  was,  that  the  A^lioQf  of  ther 
Compusy  did  fink  for  fome  days*  But  tbey  ro(e  foon 
again :  And  by  this  it  was  faid,  that  Alheville  him-' 
Mf  miKle  the  greafefi  gain.  The  E^ft-India  iket  was^ 
then  expeded  home  every  day.  So  tht:  Merchants,  who 
f^membereJ  well  the  bufinefsof  theSmimafl^et  in  the 
year  fevealy-two,  did  apprehend  that  the  King  had 
feni  a  fleet  to  intercept  them,  and  that  this  memorial^ 
was  intended  only  to  prepare  an  apology  for  that  breach^ 
when  il  Ckould  happen:  But  nothing  of  that  fore 
followed  upon  it*  The  States  did  anfwer  this  memoral^ 
with  another,  that  was  firm,  but  more  decently  expfeS^ 
eds  By  their  laft  treaty  with  England  il  was  provided- 
Utati  in  cafe  any  dispute  iboukl  arife  between  thf^ 
llfei'cbaitts  of  either  fide,  Co>mmi(Soners  (hould  bi^ 
named  on  both  fides  to  hear.and  judge  f  he  matter^  Tbe- 
inking  bad  not  yet  named  any  of  his  fide:  So  that  the; 
dsi0f  lay  at  bis  dmr.  They  were  therefore:  tLif^zfi^  jjii 
. ;     .  -  *         receive 
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tceeive  a  totaioritl  iU  fo  high  A  ftnin^  ihbt  they  hfttf 
llone  all  that  by  the  treaty  waft  incunibent  oa  tbeitt* 
Albeville  after  tbi§  gaVe^ib  another  ibeiiiorial>ia  which 
he  defired  thMl  to  fend  Ov^r  Cotrtlniffioners  tot  ending 
that  dtfpute.  But^  tho'  this  was  a  great  fall  botn  the 
height  in  which  the  foniier  membrial  was  bohceived^ 
yet  in  this  the  thing  was  fo  ill  apprehended,  that  the 
Dtttch  had  reafon  tb  l>eiieve  that  the  King's  Minifters 
did  not  know  the  treaty,  or  were  not  at  leifare  to  rea4 
itf  For,  according  to  the  treat  y^  and  the  prefent 
pofture  of  that  bofinefsy  the  King  was  obliged  to  fend 
over  Commiflioners  to  the  Hai^ue  tb  judge  of  thai 
affair.  When  thia  memorial  was  anfwered^  and  tb^ 
treaty  wa»  examined^  the  matter  was  let  fall. 

Albeville^s  next  negociation  related  to  myfdf.  I  had 
printed  a  paper  in  juftificaiion  of  myfelf^  together  with 
my  letters  to  theEarl  of  Middleton.  And  he,  in  a  memo- 
rial, complai ned  of  two  paffages  in  that  paper.  One .  was^ 
that  I  faid  it  was  yet  too  early  to  perfecute  men  for  reltgi^ 
on,and,therefore,  crimes  againft  the  State  were  pfetend* 
ed  bymy  enemies :  This,  he  faid,  did  infinuate,  that  the 
King  did  in  time  intend  to  perfecute  for  religion* 
The  other  was,  that  I  had  put  in  it  an  intimation,  that 
I  was  in  danger  by  fome  of  the  Iri(h  Papifts.  This, 
he  faid,  was  a  refledion  on  the  King,  who  hated  all 
fttch  practices.  And  to  this  he  added,  that,  by  the  laws 
of  England,  all  the  King's  fubjefts  were  bound  to  feize 
on  any  perfon,  that  was  condemned  in  his  Courts,  in 
what  manner  foever  they  could:  And  therefore  he  de- 
fired, that  both  1  and  the  printer  of  that  paper  might  he 
punilbed.  But  now  upon  his  return  to  the  Hague,  I 
being  outlawed  by  that  time,  he  demanded,  that^ 
in  purfuance  of  an  article  of  the  treaty  thai  related  to 
lebds   or  fugitives^  I  might  be  bauifted  the  PttM 
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tix^Bti.  And  to  tbU  fae  craved  once  and  again  a  fpeedy 
anfwer. 

I  was  called  before  the  Dqmtics  of  the  States  of  HoU 
landf  (bal  I  aMght  anfwer  the  two  memorials  tha4  lay 
before  theai  relating  to  myfelf.    I  obferved  the  differ- 
ence between  tbem.    The  one  defired,  that  the  Slates 
wouM  punifli  me,  which  did  acknowledge  me  to  be 
their  Su|lye£b,    The  other,  in  contradtAion  to  that, 
laid,  claim  to  me  as  the  King's  rebel.    As  to  the  par* 
titulars  complained'of,  I  had  m^e  no  rcfledion  on 
the  King}  but  to  the  contrary,    I  faid,  my  enemies 
found  it  was  not  yet  time  to  perfecute  for  ndigion. 
This  infimiatedy  that  the  King  could  not  be  brought  to 
it*    And  no  perfon  could  be  offended  with  this^  but 
Jbe  who  thouight  it  was  now  not  too  early  to  perfecute. 
As  to  that  of  the  danger  which  I  apprehended  my* 
(elf  to  be  in,  I  had  now  more  rcafon  than  before  to 
complain  of  it,  fince  the  Envoy  bad  fo  publickly  af- 
firmed, il^at  every  one  of  the  King's  fubje&s  might 
feiae  on  any  one  that  was  condemned,  in  what  mamier 
foever  thiey  could,  which  was  either  dead  or  alive.  I  was 
now  the  fubjeft  of  vhe  States  of  Holland,  naturalized 
in  order  to  a  marriage  among  them,  as  tbey  all  knew  : 
And,  therefore^  I  claimed  thejr  proteAion.    So,  if  I 
was  charged  with  any  thing  that  was  not  according  to 
law,  I  fubmitted  myfelf  to  their  ju&ice.  I  (hould  decline 
|u>  trial,  nor  the  ulmoft  ie verity,  i£  I  had  offended  in 
any  thiqg. .  Aafor  the  two  memorials  that  claimed  nif 
as^afiigitiye  apd  a  rebel,  I  could  not  be  looked-npou 
aa  a;  fi^f^ve  fropn  jSeotland.    It  was  now  fuurteen  years 
&ice  i  bfid  left  that  Kingdom,  and  three  fmce  I  came 
out:  oT England  with  the  King's  leave.    I  had  lived 
f  year  in  the  Hague  openly ;  and  nothing  was  laid  to 
^ny  cbaf]|e.    As  for  the  lenience  that  was  pretended  to 
5     .  be 


WpftA  igamft  me,  t  eouU  hj  nolUag  to  k^  ott  V 
faw  a  copy  of  it. 
fheSoitet      The  Statef  were  folly  fatisfied  with  ray  aafWeni 
^InlcUt-  Md  ordered  a  memorial  to  be  drawn  aoeoiding  to  tbeow 
•d  to  me.    jhoy  3ifo  ordered  their  Embaflador  to  reprefent  to  the 
King  that  he  bimfelf  knew  how  faoiid  a  thing  Nato« 
valiaation  wai.    The  fietitb  and  honour  of  every  StaC« 
waa  concerned  in  it.    I  had  l>een  naturaltsed  upon 
narrying  one  of  their  fubjeAs,  which  waa  the  jufteftof 
all  reafoos.  If  theKinghad  anything  to  lay  to  my  charge^ 
jufttce  fiiould  be  done  in  their  Oourta.    The  King  took 
the  matter  very  ill ;  and  faid,  it  wan  an  affront  ofiered 
him»  and  a  juft  caufe  of  war.    Yet,  after  much  paffon^ 
be  laid,  he  did  not  intend  to  make  war  upon  it ;  for 
he  was  not  then  in  a  condition  to  do  it.    But'he  knew 
there  were  defigns  againft  him,  to  make  war  on  him, 
againft  which  he  (hould  take  care  to  fecure  himfelf; 
And  he  ihould  be  on  hia  guard.     The  Embaflador 
aflcsd  him,  of  whom  he  meant  that.    But  he  did  not 
think  fit  to  explain  himfelf  further.    He  ordered  a 
third  Memorial  to  be  put-in  againft  me,  in  which  the 
article  of  the  treaty  waa  fel-forth :  But  no  notice  waa 
taken  of  the  anfwers  made  to  that  by  the  States :  But 
it  waa  infiAed^oOj  that,  fince  the  States  were  boond 
not  to  give  fan&uary  to  fugitives  and  rebels^  they  ought 
not  to  examine  the  grounds  on  which  fucb  judgemente 
were  given,  but  were  bound  to  execute  the  treaty. 
Upon  this  it  was  obferved,  that  the  words  in  treatiea 
ought  to  be  explained  according  to  their  commoii 
acceptation,  or  the  fetife  given  them  in  the  ctvtl  laW| 
and  not  according  to  any  particular  forms  of  Courts, 
where  for  non-appearan^  a  writ  of  outlawry,  or  rebeK 
lit>n  might  lie :  The  fenfe  ^  the  word  Rebel  in  cnmmoA 
ufe  was,  a  hmhi  that  had  hem  Btmt,  or  had  piotted 

againd 


•gdinft  his  Prince :  And  a  Ptf^i/iV/ was  a  mkn  that  fldi 
from  jufticc.  The  heat  with  which  the  King  feemed 
inflamed  againft  me,  carried  him  to  fay  and  do  many 
things  that  were  very  little  to  liis  honour. 

I  had  adveriifements  fint  me  of  a  fiirthef  progrefa 
in  his  defigns  againft  me.     He  had  it  fuggefted  X6  hiiti^ 
that,  iincc  a  fentence  was  pad  againft  me  for  non-ap- 
pearance, and  the  Stated  refufcd  to  deliver  tne  upi  he 
might  order  private  perfons  to  execute  the  fentence  ;ts 
they  could t  And  it  was  writ  over  very  pofitively,  that 
'  5000/.  would  be  given  to  any  one  that  (bould  murder 
me*    A  Gentleman  of  an  unblemifhed  reputation  writ     ^^ 
tne  word|   that  he  himfelf,  by  accident,  faw  an  drder 
drawn  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  but  not  yet  figned,  for 
3000/  to  a  blank  perfon  that  was  to  feize,  or  deftroVy 
tne.     And  he  alfo  affirmed,  that  Prinee  George  hid 
heard  of  the  fame  things  and  had  defired  the  perfon  to 
whom  he  trufled  it  to  convey  the  notice  of  it  to  me : 
And  my  author  w*as  employed  by  that  perfon  to  fend 
the  notice  to  me.    The  King  aflccd  Jefleries,  what  he 
might  do  againft  mc  in  a  private  way,  now  that  he 
could  not  get  me  into  hid  hands.    Jefieries  anfwercd, 
he  did  not  fee  how  the  King  could  do  any  more  thsCn 
he  had  done.    He  told  this  to  Mr.  Kirk  to  fend  it  to 
mc;  for  he  concluded^   the  King  was  refolved  .td  pro- 
ceed to  extremities,  and  only  wanted  the  opinion  of  a 
man  oftheLstw  tojuftifya  more  violent  method.    I 
had  fo  many  diflfcrent  advertifements  fent  me  of  this 
that  I  concluded  a  whif|)er  of  fuch  a  defign  might  have 
been  fet-about,  on  defign  to  frighten  me  into  fome 
mean  fubmiffion,  or  into   iilence  at  leaft.     But   It 
had  no  other  effeA  on  me,   but  that  I  thought  £t  to 
fiay  more  within  doors,  and  to  n(e  a  little  iliore  than 
«irdlnar}'  caution.    I  thank  Gp^f  I  wft3  viiry  little  cpn* 
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cerned  at  it.    I  refigrtcd  up  my  life  very  ftccly  to  GoA 
I  knew  my  own  innocence^  and  the  root  of  all  the 
nuUice  that  wad  againft  me.    And  I  never  poflefled  my 
own  foul  in  a  more  perfeA  calm,  and  ro  a  deafer  cheer* 
fulnefs  of  fpirity  than  I  did  during  all  thofe  threatnings, 
and  the  apprehenfions  that  others  were  in  concerning 
me. 
JPtosioner       Soon  after  this  a  letter  writ  by  Fagel,  the  Penfioner 
ittS?  to     ®^  HoUaad,  was  printed :     Which  leads  me  to  look- 
Mk.  Stew-  bjtck  a  little  into  a  tranfadion  that  paOed  in  the  forxrier 
nent  year.    There  was  one  Steward^  a  lawyer  of  Scotland,  a 

ta?M  M^  '>>^n  of  great  parts,  and  of  as  great  ambition.  He  had 
KiHamet.  P^^^^^cr  the  pradice  rf  the  law^  becaufe  all  that  were 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Scotland  were  required  to 
renounce  the  Covenant;  which  he  wbold  not  do.  This 
recommended  him  to  the  confidence  of  that  whole 
party.  They  had  made  great  ufe  of  bim,  and  tmfted 
him  entirely.  Pen  had  engaged  him,  (who  had  been 
long  coafidered  by  the  King,  as  the  chief  manager  of 
all  the  rebellions  and  plots,  that  had  been  on  foot  thefe 
twenty  years  pad,  more  particularly  of  Argtle's)  to  come- 
,  over:  And  be  undertook,  that  he  fhouM  not  only  be 
received  into  fiivonr,  but  into  confidence.  He  came, 
^  befove  he  crofled  the  Seas,  to  ttie  Prince,  and  proiiiifed 
an  inviolable  fidelity  to  him,  and  to  th^  common 
interefis  of  religion  and  liberty.  He  had  been  ofi  with 
the  Penfioncr,  and  h«d  a  great  meafturt  of  htft  confi- 
dence. Upon  bis  coming  to  Coort,.  he  waa  carefled 
to  a  degree  that  amazed  all  who  knew  him.  He  either 
believed,  t}iat  the  King  was  fincere  in  theprofefiions 
he  made,  and  that  his  defigns  went  no  further,  than 
to  fettle  a  full  liberty  of  coofcience :  Or  he  thought, 
that  it  became  a  man  who  bad  been  fo  long  in  dif- 
gmce^  not .  to  (hew  any  jealoufies  at  firft,  when  the 
^        '  "   •  King 
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King  was  fo  gracious  to  bitti.  lie  undertook  to  io  all 
t^bat  lay  in  his  power  to  advance  his  defigns  in  Scot<« 
land,  and  to  reprefent  his  intentions  fo  at  the  Hague^ 
as  might  incline  the  Prince  to  a  better  opinion  of 
them* 

He  opened  all  this  in  feveral  letters  to  the  Penfioner^ 
And  in  thefe  he  prefled  him  vehemently,  in  the  Kipg^s 
name,  and  by  his  direftion,  to  perfuade  the  Prince  tp 
concur  with  the  King  in  procuring  the  laws  to  be 
nepealedk  He  laid  before  him  the  inconfiderable  num* 
ber  of  the  Papifts :  So  that  there  was  no  reafon  to 
apprehend  much  from  them.  He  alfo  enlarged  on  the 
feverities  that  the  penal  laws  had  brought  on  the 
Diflenters.  The  King  was  refolved  not  to  confent  ta 
the  repealing  them»  unlefs  the  Tefts  were  taken*away 
with  them  c  So  that  the  refufing  to  confent  to  this 
might  at  another  time  bring  them  under  another 
fevere  profecution.  Steward,  after  he  had  writ  many 
letters  to  this  purpofe  without  receiving  any  anfwers^ 
tried  if  he  could  ferve  the  King  in  Scotland,  with  more 
fnccefs,  than  it  feemed  he  was  like  to  have  at  the 
Hague*  But  he  found  there,  that  his  old  friends  weve 
now  much  alienated  from  him,  lo Aing  oi\  him  as  a 
perfon  entirely  gained  by  the  Court. 

The  Penfioner  laid  ail  his  letters  before  the  Prinoe« 
They  were  alfo  brought  to  me.  The  Prince  upon  this 
thought,  that  a  full  anfwer  made  by  Fagi^,  in  ftich  m 
manner  as  that  it  might  be  publiibed  as  a  declaration 
of  his  intentions,  might  be  of  fervi<e  to  him  in  many 
Rffpe£b  s  chiefly  in  Popiifa  Courts,  ih*4  were,  on  civit 
accounts,  inclined  to  an  alliance  agaiiift  Fraoee^  biU 
were  now  poflefled  with  an  opiniott  of  the  Prince,  an4 
•f  bis  party  in  England,  as  defigning  oeching  but  the 

a  L  a  ruin 


5l6 

nitn  and  extirpation  of  all  the  Papifts  in  there  King* 
<Ionis.      So  the  Penfioncr  wrote  a  lotig  anfwer   to 
Steward,  which  was  put  in  Engliih  by  me. 
The  scnti-       ^^  began  it  with  great  affurances  of  the  Prince  and 
menu  fif     princefs's  duty  to  the  King.    They  were  both  of  tliem 
andivincctt  HiiKh  agatnft  all  perfecution  on  the  account  of  religion* 
concoofog  They  freely  confented  to  the  covering  Papifts  from  the 
mmI^*    feverities  of  the  laws  made  againft  them,  on  the  account 
»api*«  and  Of  their  religion,  and  alfo  that  they  might  haveihe  free 
Di^tcaicrs.  oxercife  of  it  in  private.    They  alfo  confented  to  grant 
a  full  liberty  to  Difltnters,     But  they  could  not  confent 
to  the  repeal  of  thofe  laws,  that  tended  only  to  the 
fecuring  the  Proteftant  religion ;  fuch  as  thofe  concern- 
ing the  Tefts,  which  imported  no  punifliment,  but  onljr 
an  incapacity  of  being  inpublick  employments,  which 
could  not  be  complained-of  as  great  feverities.    This 
ff^  g,     was  a  caution  obferved  in  all  Nations,  and  was  now 
neceflkry,  for  fecuring  both  the  publick  peace  and  the 
eftabliAied   religion.     If  the  numbers  of  the  Papifta 
were  fo  fmall  as  to  make  them  inconfulcrable,  then  it 
was  not  reafonable  to  make  fuch  a  change  for  the  fake 
of  a  few.    And  if  thofe  few,  that  pretended  to  publick 
employments,  would  do  all  their  own  party  fo  great  a 
prejudice,   as  not  to  fuffcr  the  King  to   be  content 
with  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws,  unlefs  they  could  get 
into  the  offices  of  truft,  then  their  ambition  was  only 
to  be  blamed,  if  the  offers  now  made  were  not  accepted* 
The  matter  was  very  ftrongly  argued  thro'  the  whole 
Letter:   And  the  Prince  and  Princefs's  zeal  for  the 
Proteftant  Religion  was  fet-out  in  terms,  that  could  not 
be  very  acceptable  to  the  King.     The  Letter  waa 
carried   by  Steward  to   the  King,  and  was  brought 
by  him  into  the  rabinet-council.     But  nothing  follow- 
ed 
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cd  iheij  upon  it.  The  King  ordered  Steward  to  write-  ^'  *• 
backy  that  he  would  either  have  all  or  nothing.  All 
the  Lay-Papiih  of  England^ who  were  not  engaged  in  the 
intrigues  of  the  Priefts,  prcflcd  earneftly  that  the  King 
would  accept  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws ;  which  j^  ^ 
was  oflfered^  end  would  have  made  them  both  enfy 
and  fafe  for  the  future.  The  Emperor  was  fully 
satisfied  with  what  was  offered  ;  and  promifed  to  ufe  his 
interefl  at  Rome,  to  get  the  Pope  to  write  to  the  King 
to  accept  of  this,  as  a  Aep  to  the  other :  But  I  could 
not  learn  whether  he  did  it,  oi  not.  If  he  did,  it  bad 
no  effeA.  The  King  was  in  all  points  governed  by  the 
Jefuits,  and  the  French  Embaflador. 

FatherPetreyas  he  had  been  long  in  tbeconfidence^was  Father  F»- 
now  brought  to  the  Council,  board,  and  made  a  Privy  CouiitetU>f 
Counfcllor :  And  it  was  given-out»  that  the  King  was 
refolved  to  get  a  Cardinal's  Cap  for  him,  and  to  make 
him  Archbifliop  of  York.  The  Pope  was  ftill  firm  to 
his  rcfolution  againft  it.  fiut  it  was  hoped  that  the 
King  would  conquer  it,  if  not  in  the  prefent,  yet  at  fur- 
theft  in  the  next  Ponti6cate.  The  King  refolved  at  the 
fame  time  not  to  difguft  the  Secular  Priefts :  So  Biihop 
Ijeybum,  wham  Cardinal  Howard  had  fent*over  wiiti 
the  Epifcopal  charaAer,  was  made  much  ufe  of  in 
appearance,  tho*  he  had  no  great  (hare  in  the  counfcls. 
There  was  a  fadion  formed  between  the  Seculars  and 
the  Jefuits,  which  was  fometimes  near  breaking-out 
into  an  open  rupture.  But  the  King  was  fo  partial  to 
the  Jefuits,  that  the  others  found  they  were  noi  .on 
equal  terms  with  them.  There  were  three  other  Bi- 
(hops  cmifecrated  for  England.  And  thefe  four  were 
ordered  to  make  a  progrefs  and  circuit  over  Ei^gland, 
oonfirniing,  and  doing  other  Epifcopal  offices^  in  all 
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Tharcwfi.  the  parti  of  England.    Great  numbers  gathered  about 
Jcftoitt.       tbero»  whereloever  ibey  went. 

Tbe  Jefuits  thought  all  was  furej  and  that  their 
Asheme  was  fo  well  laid  that  it  could  not  mifcarry. 
And  they  had  fo  poflefled  that  contemptible  tool  of 
theirs,  Albeville,  with  this,  that  he  feemed,  upon  his 
return  to  tbe  Hague,  to  be  fo  fanguine^  that  he  did  not 
ilick  to  fpeak-out,  what  a  wifer  man  would  have  fup* 
^refled  though  he  had  believed  it.    One  day,  when 
tbe  Prince  was  fpeaking  of  the  proroifes  the  King  had 
inade^  and  the  oath  that  he  bad  fworn,  to  m^ntain  the 
laws  and  the  eftabliflied  Church,  he^  inftead  of  pretend* 
ing  that  the  King  ftill  kept  his  word,  faid,  ^'  upon  fome 
occaSons  Princes  muft  forget  their  promifes."    And, 
when  the  Prince  faid,  that  the  King  ought  to  have  more 
legard  to  the  Church  of  England,  which  was  the  main 
body  of  tbe  Nation,  Albeville  anfwered,  **  that  the  body 
which  he  called  tbe  Church  of  England  would  not 
have  being  two  years  to  an  end."    Thus  he  fpokc-out 
thedefigns  of  the  Court,  both  too  early  and  too  openly. 
But  at  the  fame  time  he  bdiaved  himfelf  in  all  other 
Kfpe^  fo  poorly,  that  he  became  the  jeft  of  the  Hague. 
Tbe  foreign  Minifters^  Mr.  D'Avaux  the  French  Em- 
bafiador  not  excepted,  did  not  know  how  to  excufe,  or. 
bear  with,  his  wcaknefs,  which  appeared  on  all  occafious 
and  in  all  companies* 
TlieFea*        What  he  wrote  to  England  upon  his  firft  audiences 
letter  WW    ^^^  ^^^  known.    But  it  was  foon  after  ipread  up  amd 
printed,      down  the  Kingdom,  very  artificially  and  with  nuidi: 
aived  with  induftry,  that  the  Prince  and  Princefs  had  now  con* 
My  an  over  fcotcd  to  the  repeal  of  the  Tefts,  as  well  as  of  the  penal 
^PSlsnd.    i^yifg^  This  was  writ  over  by  many  hands  to  the  Hague. 
The  Princ&i  to  prevent  the  ill  effe&s  that  might  follow 

on 
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on  fuoh  reportSi  gave  orders  to  pnnt  the  Penfioncr's 
letter  to  Steward  ;  which  was  Tent  to  all  the  parts  of 
pjiglandy  and  was  received  with  an  tmiverfal  joy. 
The  Diflenters  faw  themfeves  now  fafc  in  his  inten- 
tions towards  them.  The  Church-party  was  confirmed 
in  their  zeal  for  maintaining  the  Teds.  And  the  Lay-* 
Papifls  feemed  likcwifc  to  be  (o  well  pleafed  with  it^ 
that  they  complained  of  thofe  ambitious  Priefts,  and 
hungry  Courtiers^  who  were  refolved^  raiher  than  lay- 
down  their  afpirings  and  other  proj^As,  to  leave  them 
ilill  expofed  to  the  feverities  of  the  laws,  though  a 
freedom  from  thcfc  was  now  offered  to  tbem.  But  it 
was  not  eafy  to  judge,  whether  ibis  was  fincerely 
meant  by  them,  or  if  it  was  only  a  popular  art,  to 
recommend  thcmrelves  under  fuch  a;(Do4erate  appeac- 
ance.  The  Court  faw  the  hurt  that  tbis  letter  di4 
them.  At  firft  they  hoped  to  have  fijflpd  it  by  .ct^llin^ 
it  an  impodure.  But^  wbeiji  they  wer^  (Iriv^jQ  from 
tKat^  the  King  began  to  fpeak  feverely  aiv4  indepentl^ 
of  the  Prince,  not  only  to  ali  about  hiip,  but  ey^n  to 
foreign  Minilicrs :  And  re.folved  to  put  fuch  marks  of 
his  Indignation  upon  him>  as  fliould  let  all  the  wprld 
fee  how  deep  it  was. 
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ANOTHER  EXTRACT  FROM  BISHOP  BURNETS  Hlfi.. 
TORY  OF  HIS  OWN  TIMES.  CONTAINING  AN 
ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  KING  CHARLE5 
THE  SECOND,  AND  THE  GROUNDS  FOR  SUPPOS- 
ING  THAT  HE  WAS  POISONED. 


.  '  There  was  at  this  time  a  new  fcheme  formed,  that 
scheme  of  very  probably  would  have  for  ever  broken  the  King 
pienc.  and  the  Duke.  But  how  it  was  laid  was  fo  great  a 
fecret^  that  I  could  never  penetrate  into  it.  It  wa$ 
laid  at  Lady  Portfmouth's.  Barillon  and  Lord  Sunder* 
land  were  the  chief  managers  of  it.  Lord  Godolphin 
was  alfo  in  it.  The  Duke  of  Monmouth  camc-ovcr 
fecretly.  And,  tho'  he  did  not  fee  the  King,  yet  he 
went- back  very  well  pleafed  u  iih  his  journey-  But  be 
never  told  his  reafon  to  any,  that  I  know  of.  Mr.  May, 
of  the  privy-purfe,  told  me,  thai  he  was  told  there  was  a 
^ciigti  to  break^out,  with  which  he  himfcif  would  be 
welUpleafed  :  And  when.it  was  ripe,  he  was  to  be 
called-oQ  to  com^  and  manage  the  King's  temper, 
which  no  man  underflood  better  than  he  did ;  for  be 
bad  been  bred  about  the  King  ever  ilnce  be  was  a, 

child !  A^^y  ^y  ^^^  P^'^'  ^^  ^^  '^  ^^^  fecret  of  all  hi^ 
amours  ;  but  was  contrary  to  his  notions  in  every  thing 
elfe,  both  with  relation  to  Popery,  to  France,  and  to 
Arbitrary  government.  Yet  be  was  fo  true  to  the 
)Cing,  in  that  leud  confidence  in  which  he  employed 
biro,  that  the  King  had  charged  him  never  to  prefs 
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him  in  any  thing,  fo  as  to  provoke  hire.  By  ihid 
means  he  kept  all  this  while  much  at  a  diAance ;  for  be 
would  not  enter  into  any  difcourfe  with  the  King  on 
matters  of  (late,  till  the  King  began  with  him.  And  he 
told  me,  he  knew,  by  the  King's  way,  that  things  were 
not  yet  quite  ripe,  nor  he  thoroughly  fixed  on  the 
defign.  That  wiih  which  they  were  to  begin  was,  the 
fending  the  Duke  to  Scotland.'  And  it  was  generally 
believed,  that,  if  the  two  brothers  (hould  be  once  part* 
ed,  they  would  never  meet  again.  The  King  fpoke  to 
the  Duke  concerning  his  going  to  Scotland  :  And  he 
anfwered,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  it :  Upon 
which  the  King  replied,  that  either  the  Duke  muft  go, 
or  that  he  himfclf  would  go  thither. 

The  King  was  obferved  to  be  more  than  ordinarily 
penfive.  And  hisfondnefs  to  lady  Fortfraouth  increaf- 
ed,  and  broke-out  in  very  indecent  inftances.  The 
Grand  Prior  of  France,  the  Duke  of  Vendome's  brother, 
had  made  fome  application  to  that  Lady,  with  which 
the  King  was  highly  offended.  It  was  faid,  the  King 
came- in  on  a  fudden,  and  faw  that  which  provoked  him; 
So  he  commanded  h'm  immediately  to  go  out  of  Eng- 
land. Yet,  after  that,  the  King  carefled  her  in  the 
view  of  all  people,  which  he  had  never  done  on  any 
occafion,  or  to  any  perfon,  formerly.  The  King  was 
obferved  to  be  colder  and  more  referved  to  the  Duke 
than  ordinary.  But  ''what  was  under  all  this"  was  ftill 
a  deep  iecret.  Lord  Halifax  was  let  into  no  part  of  it. 
He  ftiH  went-on  againft  Lord  Roche(l«r.  He  com- 
plained in  council,  that  there  were  many  razures  in 
the  books  of  the  Treafurv,  and  that  (everal  leaves  were 
cut-out  of  thofe  boq)cs:  And  he  moved  the  King  to  go 
to  the  Treafury-chamber,  that  the  books  might  be 
laid  befoif^  him^  and  that  he  might  judge  of  the  matter 

upon 


523 

Feb.  3»       upon  fight.    So  the  King  named  the  next  Monday. 

"**'*•  And  it  was  then  cxpefted,  that  ihe  Earl  of  Rochcfter 
would  have  been  turned- out  ofall^  if  not  fent  to  the. 
Tower.  And  a  UK^flfage  was  fent  to  Mr.  May>  then  at 
Windfor,  to  defir^  him  to  come  to  Court  that  day* 
which  it  was  expe^ed  would  prove  a  critical  day. 
And  it  proved  to  be  fo  indeed,  tho'  in  a  diflfercnt 
way. 

The  King't     AH  this  winter  the  King  looked  better  than  he  had 

acknctt.     j^^^  f^^  many  year3.    He  had  a  humour  in  his  leg, 

which  looked  like  the  beginning  of  the  gout :  So  th^t 
for  fonae  weeks  he  could  not  walk,  as  he  ufed  to  do 
generallyj  three  or  four  hours  a  day  in  the  Park;  which 
he  did  commonly  fo  faft,  that,  as   it  was  really  ap 
exercife  to  himfelf,  fo  it  was  a  trouble  to  all  about  him 
to  hold-up  with   him.     In  the  ftate  the  King  was  in, 
he,  not  being  able  to  walk,  fpent  much  of  his  time  ip 
his  laboratory,  and  was  running  a  proceiii  for  the  fixity 
of  Mercury.    On  the  firfl  of  February,   being  a  Sun- 
day, he  eat  little  all  day,  and  came  to  Lady  Portfmouth 
at  nightf  and  called  for  a  porringer  of  fpoon-meat.    It 
was  made  too  (Irong  for  his  iloynach.    So  he  eat  little 
of  it:  And  he  had  an  unquiet  night.     In  the  morning 
one  Dr.  King,  a  Phyfician  and  a  ChymiA,  came,  as  be 
had  been  ordered,  to  wait  on  him.    AH  the  King's 
difcourfe  to  him  was  fo  broken,  that  he  could  not 
underiiand  what  he  meant.    And  the  Do£kor  conclud- 
ed, he  was  under  fome  great  diforder,  either  in  his 
mind,  or  in  his  body.    TheDo&qr,  amazed  At  this, 
went-out,  and,  meeting  with  the  X>ord  Peterborough^hc 
faid,  the  King  was  in  a  (Irange  humodr ;.for  he di4 
not  fpeak  one  word  of  fenfe.     L^rd  Peterborough  de- 
fired  he  would  go-in  again  to  the  bedchamber,  whicfi 
he  did.    And  he  was  fq^rce  cpme-ipj  wbqn  {be  J^og, 
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who  feemed  all  the  while  to  be  in  great  confuGon^ 
fell-down  all  of  a  fudden  in  a  fit  like  an  Apoplexy : 
He  looked  black,  and  his  eyes  turned  in  his  head.  The 
Fhyfician,  who  had  been  formerly  an  eminent  Sur- 
geon, faid,  it  was  impoffible  to  fave  the  King*s  life,  if 
one  minute  was  loft :  He  would  rather  venture  on  the 
rigour  of  the  law,  than  leave  the  King  to  perifli.  And 
fo  he  let  him  blood.  The  King  came  out  of  that  fit : 
And  the  phyficians  approved  what  Dr.  King  had  done : 
Upon  which  the  Privy  Council  ordered  him  a  thoufand 
pound  I  which  yet  was  never  paid  him.  Tho'  the  King 
came  out  of  that  fit,  yet  the  effeAs  of  it  hung  ftill  upon 
him,  fo  that  he  was  much  oppreflfed.  And  the  phyfici-* 
ans  did  very  much  apprehend  the  return  of  another  fit, 
and  that  it  would  carry  him  off:  So  they  looked  on 
him  as  a  dead  man.  The  Bifliop  of  LfOndon  fpoke  a 
little  to  him,  to  difpofe  him  to  prepare  for  whatever 
might  be  before  him,  to  which  the  King  anfwered  not 
a  word.  But  that  was  imputed  partly  to  the  fiifhop's^ 
cold  way  of  fpeaking,  and  panly  to  the  ill  opinion  they 
had  of  him  at  Court,  as  too  bufy  in  oppofition  to 
Popery.  San  croft  made  a  very  weighty  exhortation  to 
him  ;  in  which  he  ufed  a  good  degree  of  freedom,  which, 
he  faid,  was  neceflary,  fince  be  was  going  to  be  judged 
by  one  who  was  no  refpefler  of  perfons.  To  him  the 
King  made  no  anfwer  neither ;  nor  yet  to  Ken,  tho* 
the  moft  in  favour  with  him  of  all  the  Bi(bops.  Some 
imputed  this  to  an  infenfibility ;  of  which  too  vifible 
an  inftance  appeared,  fince  Lady  Portfmouth  fat  in  the 
bed,  taking  care  of  him  as  a  wife  of  a  hufband.  Others 
gueflled  truer,  that  it  would  appear  he  was  of  another 
j^ligion.  On  Thuriilay  a  fecond  fit  returned.  Aadp^b.  5, 
then  the  phyficians  told  the  Duke^  that  the  King  was  '°^^'^- 
not  like  to  live  a  day  to  an  end. 
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He  received     jhe  Duke  immediately  ordered  Hudlefton,  the  Prieft 
menif  from  that  had  a  great  hand  in  faving  the  King  at  Worcefier 
Priac.'        fig'^^j  (f*^^  which  he  was  excepted  out  of  all  fevere  ads 
that  were  made  againft  Priefts,)  to  be  brought  to  the 
lodgings  under  the  bed-chamber.    And  when  he  was 
told  what  was  to  be  done,  he  was  in  great  confufion  ; 
-for  he  had  qo   hoftie  about  him.     But  he  went  to 
another  Priell,  that  lived  in  the  Court,  who  gave  him 
the  pix  wiih  an  hoftie  in  it.     But  that  poor  Prieft  was 
fo  frighted,  that  he  run  out  of  Whitehall  in  fuch  hafte 
that  he  Rruck  againft  a  poft,  and  fcemed  to  be  in  a  fit  of 
madnefs  with  fear.     Asl<.ona8  iJ nd I eflon  had  prepar- 
ed every  thing  that  was  neceflary,  the  Duke  whifpered 
the  King  in  the  ear.     Upon  that  the  King  ordered  that 
all  who  were   in  the  bed  chamber  to  withdraw,  except 
the  Earls  of  Bath,  and   Fever  (ham :     And  the  door 
was  double- locked.     The  company  was  kept-out  half 
an  hour:  Only  Lord  Feverfliam  opened  the  dooroncCy 
and  called  for  a  glafs  of  water.     Cardinal  Howard  told 
me  at  Rome,  that  Hudlefton,   according  to  the  rela- 
tion that  he  fcnt  thither,  made  the  King  togo  thro'  fome 
adls  of  contrition,  and*  after  fuch  a  conteffion  as  he 
could  then  mak.e,  he  gave  him  Abfolution  and  the  other 
Sacraments.    The  hoftie  ftuck  in  his  throat:  And  that 
was  the  occalion  of  calling  for  a  glafs  of  water.     He 
alfo  gave  him  extream  Un6lion.    All  muft  have  been 
performed  very  fuperficially,  fince  it  was  fo  foon  ended. 
But  the  King  feemed  to  be  at  great  eafe  upon  it.    It 
was  given-out,  that  the  King  faid  to  Hudlefton,  that  be 
had  faved  him  twice^  firft  his  body,  and  now  his  foul; 
and  that  he  aflced  him,  if  he  would  have  him  declare 
himfelf  to  be  of  their  Church.    But  it  feems  he  was 
prepared  for  this,  and  fo  diverted  the  King  from  it  i  and 
faidj  be  took  it  upon  him  to  fatisfy  tlie  world  in  that 
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l^artkular.  But,  iho',  by  the  principles  of  all  riligiohi 
whatfoevclr,  he  ought  to  have  obliged  him  to  make 
Open  profeflion  of  his  religion,  yet,  it  feems,  ihe  cbn- 
ftquences  of  that  were  apprehended;  for  without  doubt 
thai  poor  Pried  afted  by  the  direftion3  that  were  giwii 
him.  The  company  was  fuffered  to  come-in.  And 
the  King  v/cnt  through  the  agonies  of  Death  witha  calm 
and  a  conftancy,  that  amazed  all  who  were  about  him, 
and  kntw  how  he  had  lived.  This  made  fomc  conclude, 
that  he  had  made  a  will,  and  that  his  quiet  was  the 
cffeA  of  that.  Ken  applied  hinjfelfmuch  to  the  awak- 
ing the  King's  confcicnce.  He  fpoke  with  a  great 
elevation,  both  of  thought  and  exprefllion,  like  a  man 
infpired,  as  thofe  who  were  prefent  told  me.  He  refum- 
ed  the  matter  often,  and  pronounced  many  (hort 
ejaculations  and  prayers,  \^hich  affeSed  all  that  were 
prcfenf,  except  him  that  was  the  moft  concerned  ;  who 
fcemed  to  take  no  notice  of  him,  and  made  no  anfwers 
to  htm»  He  prefled  the  King  fix  or  feven  tinjes  to 
receive  the  Sacrament.  But  the  King  always  declined 
It,  faying,  he  was  very  weak.  A  table,  with  the  demenis 
upon  It  ready  to  be  confecrated,  was  brought  into  the 
room  J  which  occafioned  a  report  to  be  then  fprcad 
about,  that  he  had  recdved  it.  Ken  prefled  him  to 
declare  that  he  defired  it,  and  that  he  died  in  the  Com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  England.  To  that  he  anfwer- 
ed  nothir^g.  Ken  alked  him,  if  he  defired  Abfolution 
of  his  fins.  It  feems  the  King,  if  he  then  thought  any 
thing  at  all,  thought  that  would  do  him  no  hurt.  So 
Ken  pronounced  it  over  him  :  For  which  he  was  blamed, 
fince  the  King  exprefled  no  fenfe  of  forrow  for  his  paft 
life,  nor  any  purpofe  of  amendment.  It  was  thought 
to  be  a  proilitution  of  the  peace  of  the  Church,  to  give 
it  to  one,  who,  after  a  life  led  as  the  King's  had  been, 
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rcemed  to  harcleu  hitnfelfagatnft  every  thing  that  could 
be  faid  to  him.  Ken  was  alfo  cenfured  for  another 
piece  of  indecency:  He  prefented  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, Lady  Portfmciuth's  fon,  to  be  bleffcd  by  the 
King.  Upon  this  some  that  were  in  the  room  cried* 
out,  <<  the  King  was  their  common  father."  And,  upon 
that,  all  kneeled  down  for  his  blefiing }  which  he  gave 
them.  The  King  fufiered  much  inwardly,  and  faid,  he 
N.  B.  y^^^  burnt*up  within ;  of  which  he  complained  often, 
but  with  great  decency.  He  faid  once,  he  hoped  he 
fliould  climb-up  to  heaven's  gates,  which  was  the  only 
word  favouring  of  religion  that  be  was  heard  to  fpeak* 

He  gathered  all  his  ftrength  to  fpeak  his  laft  words 
to  the  Dukci  to  which  every  one  hearkened  with  great 
attention.  Heexprefled  his  kindnefs  to  him,  and  that 
he  now  delivered  all  over  to  him  with  great  joy.  He 
recommended  Lady  Portfmouth  over  and  over  again 
to  him.  He  faid,  he  had  always  loved  her,  and  he 
loved  her  now  to  the  lad  j  and  befought  the  Duke,  ia 
as  melting  words  as  he  could  fetch-out,  to  be  very 
kind  to  her  and  to  her  fon.  He  recommended  his 
other  children  to  him  :  And  concluded,  <<  let  not  poor 
Nelly  ftarve ;''  that  was  Mrs.  Gwyn.  But  he  iaid 
nothing  of  the  Queen,  nor  any  one  word  of  his  people, 
or  of  his  fervants :  Nor  did  he  fpeak  one  word  of  reli 
gion,  or  concerning  the  payment  of  his  debts,  tho*  he 
left  behind  him  about  90,000  guineas,  which  he  had 
gathered,  either  out  of  the  privy  purfe,  or  out  of  the 
money  which  was  fent  him  from  France,  or  by  other 
methods,  and  which  he  had  kept  fo  fecredy  that  no 
perfon  whatfoever  knew  any  thing  of  it 
His  death.  He  continued  in  the  agony  till  Friday  at  eleven 
a  clock,  being  the  fixth  of  February,  1684«5 1  and  then 
died  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  after  he  had 
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reigned^  if  we  reckon  from  his  father's  death,  thirty- 
fix  years,  and  eight  days;  or,  if  we  reckon  from  his 
Refloration,  twenty-four  years,  eight  months,  and  nine 
days.  There  were  many  very  apparent  fufpicions  of 
his  being  poiloned :  For,  tho'  the  firft  accefs  looked  like 
an  apoplexy,  yet  it  was  plain  in  the  progrefs  of  it  that  it 
was  no  apoplexy.  When  his  body  was  opened)  the 
phyficians  who  viewed  it  were,  as  it  were,  led,  by  tbofe 
who  might  fufpefi  the  truth,  to  look. upon  the  parts 
that  were  certainly  found.  But  both  I/nuer  and  Nesd- 
bam,  two  famous  phyficians,  told  me,  they  plainly 
difcerned  two  or  three  blue  fpots  on  the  outfidc  of  the 
ftomach.  Nudbam  called  twice  to  have  it  opened : 
But  the  furgeons  fcemed  not  to  hear  him.  And  when 
he  moved  it  the  fccond  time,  he^  as  he  told  me,  heard 
Lower  fay  to  one  that  ftood  next  him,  '*  Needham  will 
undo  us,  calling  thus  to  have  the  ftomach  opened ;  fi>r 
he  may  fee  they  will  not  do  it."  They  were  diverted  to 
look  to  fomewhat  elfe:  And,  when  they  returned  to 
look  upon  the  ftomach,  it  was  carried -away:  So  that 
It  was  never  viewed,  he  Fevre,  a  French  phyfician, 
told  mcj  he  Taw  a  blacknefs  in  the  (houlder :  Upon 
wbkh  he  made  an  incifion)  and  faw  it  was  all  mortifi- 
ed* Sbartf  another  phyfician,  (who  was  a  Papift,  but 
after  a  form  of  his  own,)  did  very  much  fufpeA  foul 
dealing ;  And  he  had  talked  more  freely  of  it,  than 
any  of  the  Proteftants  duift  do  at  that  time*  But  he 
was,  not  long  after,  taken  fuddently  til,  upon  a  large 
draught  of  wormwood  wine,  which  he  had  drunk  in 
the  houfe  of  a  Popifli  patient^  that  lived  near  the 
Tower,  who  bad  fent  for  him )  uf  which  he  died.  And^ 
as  he  faid  to  Lowir,  MilUngion,  and  fome  other  phy- 
ficians, he  believed  that  he  himfelf  was  poifoned^  for  ^•^• 
bis  haying  fpoken  fo  freely  of  the  King's  death.    The 
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King's  body  was  indecently  negleftcd.  Some  parts  6f 
his  inwards,  and  fome  pieces  of  the  fat,  were  left  ih 
the  water  in  which  they  w<*re  waflied :  All  which 
were  fo  careltfsly  looked-afterj  that,  the  Water  being 
poured-out  at  a  fcullery  hole  thai  went  td  a  drdin,  in 
the  mouth  of  which  a  grate  lay,  thcfe  were  fcen  lying 
on  the  crate  many  days  after.  His  funeral  was  ve!^' 
mejn.  He  did  not  lie  in  (late  :  No  mournings  wei^ 
given :  And  the  expense  of  it  was  not  equal  to  what 
an  ordinary  Nobleman's  funeral  will  rife  to.  Maity 
upon  this  faid,  that  hcdefervcd  better  from  his  brother, 
than  to  be  thus  ungratefully  treated  in  ceremonies  that 
are  publick,  and  that  make  an  imprefljon  on  thofe  who 
fee  ihcm,  and  who  will  make  fcvere  obfervatlons  and 
inferences  on  fuch  omifHons.  But,  fince  I  have  meil- 
tioned  ihc  fufpicions  of  poifon,  as  the  caufe  of  his 
death,  I  muil  add,  I  never  heard  any  lay  thofe  fufpi- 
cions on  his  brother.  But  his  dying  fo  critically,  as 
it  were  in  the^ninute  in  which  he  feemed  to  begin  i 
turn  of  aflairs,  made  it  be  generally  the  more  believed^ 
and  that  the  Papifts  had  done  it,  either  by  the  means 
of  fome  of  Lady  Portfm  >uth*s  fervants,  or,  as  fome 
fancied,  by  poifoned  fnuiT;  for  fo  many  of  the  fmall 
veins  of  the  brain  were  burft,  that  the  brain  was  in 
great  diforder,  and  no  judgment  could  be  made  con« 
cerning  it.  To  this  I  (hall  add  a  very  furpriling  (lory  ♦, 
that  I  "had  in  November,  I709,  from  Mr.  Henly  of 
Hampfhire.  He  told  me,  that,  when  the  Dutchds 
of  Portfmoulh  came-over  to  England  in  the  year  1699, 
he  heard,  that  (lie  had  talked  as  if  King  Charles  had 
been  poifoned ;  which  he  deflring  to  have  from  her 
own  mouth,  (he  gave  him  this  account  of  it.  She 
was  always  prefling  the  King  to  make  both  himfelf 

*  This  is  added  to  the  original  in  a  loose  sheet. 
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and  his  people  eafy,  and  to  come  to  a  full  agreement 
with  his  Parliament:  And  he  was  come  to  a  final  refo- 
lution  of  fending  away  his  brother^  and  of  calling  a 
Parliament ;  which  was  to  be  executed  the  next  day  N.  B. 
after  he  fell  into  that  fit  of  which  he  died.  She  was 
put  upon  the  fecret^  and  fpoke  of  it  to  no  perfon  alive, 
but  to  her  Confeflbr:  But  the  ConfeflTor,  (he  believed, 
told  it  to  fume,  who,  feeing  what  was  to  follow,  took 
that  wicked  courfe  to  prevent  it.  Having  this  from  fo 
worthy  a  perfon,  as  I  have  fct  it  down  without  adding 
the  lead  circumftance  to  it,  I  thought  it  too  important 
not  to  be  mentioned  in  his  hiflory.  It  difcovcrs  both  the 
knavery  of  Confeflbrs,  and  the  pra6lices  of  Papifts,  fo 
evidently,  that  there  is  no  need  of  making  any  further 
reflections  on  it. 
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THE 


PAPISTS' 

BLOODY  OATH  OF  SECRECY 


AMB 


LITANY  OF  INTERCESSION 


FOR 


ENGLAND: 

With  the  Manner  of  taking  the  Oath,  upon  their 
entring  into  any  Grand  Con/piracy  againft  the 
Protefianis. 

As  it  was  taken  in  the  Chapel  belonging  to  BarTi- 
boW'UaWf  the  Reiidence  of  Sir  Tbomas  Gafcoign$y 
from  William  Ru/bhn,  a  Popiih  Prieft« 


BY  ROBERT  LOLRON,  GENT. 


JOTlt   16*  DIK  DICtMIRIt,   1080. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Robert  fiolron   have  Liberty  from  ibis 

Hou/e,  to  print  and  fublijb  the /aid  Oath  of  Secrecy 

and  Litany. 

W.  Goldfbroujh,  Cltr.  D.  C. 


LONDON: 

Printed  in  the  Year  1680.  Reprinted  for  S.  Slow, 
and  Sold  over-againft  St.  Clemenfi  Church  in  the 
Strand.     1745. 


SMS 


Jovis  1 6  Dii  Deetmhris  1 68o. 

A  Petition  of  Mr,  Rolert  Bolton^  defiring  Leave 
from  Tbis  hou/e,  to  print  the  PAPISTS'  Oath  of  Si- 
crecy,  and  Litany  of  Interceffionjbr  England  thereiq 
mentioned^  was  Ilead. 


Ordered,  x 

That  Mr.  Robert  Bolron  haw  Liber iy  from  Tku 
Houfe  to  Print  and  Puhlifh  the  said  Oath  of  Se- 

PEEpT  and  LiTANT. 

William  Ooldibrougbj 
Cler.  Dom.  Comm 


The 
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THE 


INFORMATION,  ^c. 


AFTER  the  amient  Piety,  Zeal,  and  Strianefs  of 
Life,  exemplary  in  the  Primitive  Chriftians,  had,  in  a 
meafure,put  the  Dominion  of  this  World,  and  the  Keys 
of  the  next,  into  the  Hands  of  the  Clergy.;  Care  of  gain-* 
ing  Souls  became,  in  a  few  Centuries,  obsoleted :  The 
former  illuftrious  Times  of  Virtue  vanifhed,  and  a 
gloomy  Night  of  Ignorance  foon  overspread  the  Uni- 
verfe.  The  Clergy,  the  Authors  of  this  Unhappinefs,- 
(Buding  their  Religion  and  Greatnefs  muft  be  main- 
tained by  Power  and  Policy  ;  and  confcious  to  them- 
felves,  that  their  Lives  and  DoSrine  held  no  good 
Correfpondetice  with  the  Purity  and  Poverty  of  their 
Predeceffors,)  took  a  Courfe  (becaufe  they  had  little  left 
of  their  own)  to  trade  with  the  Piety  of  the  Ages  paft, 
and  prop-up  their  own  Ignorance  and  Sloth  by  that 
Means.  To  work  they  go ;  they  make  Gods  of  the 
deceafed  Propagators  of  Chriftianity,  and  enflirine  their 
Rotten*  Bones,  or  thofe  of  others,  in  Cafes  of  Gold  and 
Silver.  The  next  Thing  was,  to  perfuade  or  compel 
the  People  to  adore  them.  In  this  Ercfting  a  new 
Order  of  Demi-gods,  they  imitated  the  Pagans  in  their 
Wickednefs,  but  not  in  their  Virtue  or  Valour,  and 
clapped  the  feftivals  of  thefe  new  Pa.  Gods  into  the 
Calendar  in  Places  of  the  old  Holy-days  of  Saturn^ 
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Minerva,  and  Bacchus,  8tc«  Thii  Projeft  anfwered 
Expe6Ution ;  they  grew  greater^  but  not  better.  The 
Miracles  pretendediy  wrought  at  ihofe  Shrines^  and 
Multitude  of  Ceremonies^  dazled  the  Vulgar,  supported 
the  Reputation,  and  fupplied  the  Defeft  of  the  Clergy. 
The  glorious  Lives,  Wonders,  and  Martyrdoms,  of 
the  Antients  were  made  into  Mantles  to  hide  the 
Ignorance,  Luft,  and  Avarice,  of  worthlefs  Impoftors  ; 
and  Laws  every-where  were  made  to  reftrain  Men  from 
peeping  into  the  Ark  of  tl^e  Church.  And,  to  drip 
Princes  privily  of  their  Power,  and  to  draw  their  Sufajeds 
to  other  Dependencies,  numerous  Orders  and  Societies 
are  conjured* up,  (as  though  the  Laiety  had  not  groaned 
enough  under  the  Seculars,)  to  ere£t  a  kingdom  in  every 
Kingdom  for  the  Pope,  and  to  fupply  him  in  every 
Comer  with  a  Villain  Spiritual,  to  ftab  or  poifon  what 
Potentates  he  pleafes. 

Things  thus  jogg'd-on  till  the  Days  of  our  Grand- 
fathers ;  when  in  England  the  Pope  and  his  Clei^ 
were  fccluded,  and  it  was  made  Death  for  any  Romtfb 
Priefl  to  enter  the  Realm.  Yet,  iince,  they  have  not 
6nly  come  hither,  but,  by  Help  ofPaAorsandProfelyteSj 
have  acquired  great  Eftates  in  thefe  Kingdoms^  and  are 
now  endeavouring  to  dedroy  us  all,  and  introduce 
Vopery. 

This  is  a«  clear  as  Noon-day,  by  many  Teflimonies, 
among  which,  this  Oath  following  is  a  mod  notoriouf 
Evidence,  on  which  I  (hall  make  fome  Remarks* 
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THE  OATH  OF  SECRECY, 

Given  by  ffllUam  Hufhton^  to  mt  Robert Bolron^ 
the  fecond  of  February  1 676-7* 

In  the  Name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  GhoJI%    Amen.  - 


I,  Robert  Bolrok,  heing  in  the  Presence  oj 
Almighty  God^  the  Blessed  Mary  ever  Virgin^ 
the  Blessed  Michael  the  Archangel,  the  Blessed 
St.  John  Baptift)  the  holy  Apostles^  St.  Peter 
nnd  St.  Paul^  and  alt  the  Saints  in  Heaven,  and 
to  you  my  Ghostly  Father  ;  do  declare,  and  in 
my  Heart  believe^  the  Pope,  Chrift's  Vtcar-Gene^ 
ral,  to  be  the  true,  and  only,  Head  of  Chrift's 
Church  here  on  earth  ;  and  that,  by  Virtue  of 
the  Keys  of  Binding  and  Loosing,  given  his 
Holiness  by  our  Saviour  Chrift,  he  hath  Power 
to  depose  all  heretical  Kings  and  Princes,  and 
cause  them  to  be  killed.  Therefore^  to  the 
utmost  of  my  Power,  I  will  defend  this  Doc-- 
trine,  and  his  Holiness' s  Rights,  against  all 
Usurpers  whatever  ;  especially  against  the  noio 
pretended  King  of  England,  in  regard  that  he 
hath  broke  his  Fbws  "with  his  Holiness*s  Agents     N.  B. 
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heyond  Seas^  and  not  performed  his  Promines, 
in  bringing  into  England  the  Holy  Romaa 
Catholicic  Religion.  I  do  renounce  anddi^own 
any  ^tlegiance  as  due  to  the  said  pretended 
King  qf  England,  or  Obedience  to  any  of  his 
Inferior  Officers  and  Magistrates;  but  do 
believe  the  Protcftanc  Doctrine  to  be  heretical 
and  damnable,  and  that  all  are  damned  which 
do  not  forsake  the  same;  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
Power,  will  help  his  Holiness* s  Agents  here  in 
England,  to  extlrpatey  and  root-out  the  said 
N.  B.  Protcftant  Doctrine]  and  to  destroy  the  said 
pretended  King  of  England,  and  all  such  of  his 
Subjects,  as  will  not  adhere  to  the  Holy  See  of 
Rooie^  and  the  Religion  there  professed.  I 
further  do  promise  and  declare.  That  I  will  keep 
secret  and  private,  and  not  divulge,  directly 
nor  indirectly,  by  Word,  Writing,  or  Circuni'^ 
stance,  whatever  shall  be  proposed,  given  in 
Charge,  or  discovered,  to  me  by  you  wy  Ghostly 
Father,  or  any  other  engaged  in  the  promoting 
of  this  pious  and  holy  Design ;  and  that  J  will 
he  active,  and  not  desist  from  the  carrying  of 
it  on :  And  that  no  hopes  of  Jiexcards,  Threat s^ 
or  Punishments,  shall  make  me  discover  the  rest 
concerned  in  so  pit^us  a  Work  ;  and,  if  disco-- 
vered,  shall  never  confess  any  Accessaries, 
with  myself  concerned  in  this  Design.  All 
which  I  do  swear  by  the  Blessed  Trinity,  and 
b)  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  (which  I  now  purpose 
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Sd  receive^  to  perform^  andy  on  my  Party  to  keep 
inviolable :  And  do  call  all  the  Angels^  and 
Saints  in  Heaven^  to  witness  my  real  Infetition  to 
keep  this  Oath.  In  Testimony  whereof ^  1  do 
ifeceive  this  most  Holy  and  Blessed  Sacrament  of 
the  Eucharist, 

'  It  is  manifcft,  that  the  Grandees  of  the  Roman 
Ghiirch  make  no  more  Account  of  Religion, 
than  the  Profit  and  Convenience  it  brings  along 
U'jih  it,  arc  able  to  compense:  Yet  they  ever 
begin  with  a  Holy  Canticuniy  In  nomine  Pa- 
tri$;  by  fuch  Means  inducing  the  People  to 
fwaliow  their  gilded  Pills,  or  Poifons  rather,  to 
jhe  Deflruftion  oftentimes  of  Body  and  Soul 
too. 

In  this  wicked  Thing  call'd  an  Oath,  they 
blafphemoiifly  fct-up  the  Blessed  Maryy  St. 
Michael f  St.  Johriy  St.  Pcter^  St.  Paul,  and 
Eushtony  the  prieft,  in  an  equal  Claffis  with  God 
Almighty  ;  but  mention  not  Chrift,  till  they  come 
to  declare  the  Pope  to  be  bis  Vicar,  and  that 
thereby  the  Pope  hath  Letters-Patents,  toim- 
power  him  to  do  what  he  fliall  think  fit,  in 
Heaven,  Hell,  Earth,  and  in  Purgatory ;  to  depofe 
and  kill  heretick  Kings,  yea,  and  Catholick  ones 
too,when  he  wantsOpportunityto  advance  aHar- 
lor,  a  Baftard,  or  a  Nephew.  In  fuch  Cafes^  a 
Chastel,  a  Clement,  a  Raxilliack,  or  a  Pickering, 
are  ever  ready  to  tranfmic  whom  he  pleafes  into 
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another  Worlds  whilft  himlelf,  without  fuch  Help^ 
but  not  without  Money,  puts  a  Soul  into  Heaven^ 
or  pults  one  out  of  Purgatory. 

Indeed  this  Oath  is  its  own  Herald,  is  its  own 
Comment ;  every  Word  of  it  is  Rebellion, 
Treason^  and  Murder^  ftiled  hypocriticallf  Pioii^ 
and  holy  Designs  ;  it  was  (lampt  in  the  Mint  of 
the  Jesuits,  and  is  a  very  notable  Comment  upoa 
that  Oa(h,  which  blefled  Ignatius  Loyola  im« 
pofed  upon  his  fpiritual  Mamatuksy  and  may 
give  us  to  underftand,  that  Romish  Wickedness 
is  fublimated  (ince  thofe  Days  into  a  much  higher 
Spirit  of  Treachery  and  Impiety*  The  Oath 
then  made  to  the  Father  General  is  as  fol* 
loweth. 


Ego  N.  Profeffionem  facio^  &  promitto  omni« 
poeenti  Deo,  coram  ejus  Virgine  Matre,  & 
univerfa  coelefti  Curia,  ac  omnibus  circum* 
ftanribus;  &  tibi  Patri  Reverendo  N.  Prsepofito 
Generaii  Societatis  Jesu,  Locum  Dei  tcnenti,  & 
Siiccefforibus  tuis,  vcl  tibi  Reverendo  Patri,  Vice 
Praepoiito  Generaii  Societatis  JesUj  &  Succeflbri- 
bus  tuis.  Locum  Dei  tenenti,  perpetuam  Pau« 
pcrtatem,  Caftitarem,  &  Obedientiam^  &  fecun- 
dum  eas,  peculiarem  Curam,  circa  Puerorum 
Eruditionem,  juxta  Formam  vivendi  in  Literis 
Apoflolicis  Societatis  Jesu^  &  in  ejus  Con(litu« 
tionibuscontentam  ;  infuper  promitto  fpeciaiem* 
Obedicntiam  Summo  Pontifici  circil  Miflfiones^ 
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proiit  in  eifdetn  Litcris  Apoftolicis  &  CoDftttti- 
liooibus  continetur. 

Which  is  Englished  thus  : 

/,  N.  make  my  Profession^  and  promise  to  the 
Omnipotent  God,  before  his  Firgin-Motker,  and 
all  the  whole  Court  of  Heaven^  and  nil  that  here 
stand-by^  and  to  you  our  Reverend  Father^  the 
Father  ♦  General  of  the  Society  of  Jefiis,  God**  ^^ 
Lieutenant^  and  to  your  Successors,  (or  to  you  Reverb- 
end  Father^  in  Place  of  the  Provost  General  of  the 
Society  o/*  Jefus,  God**  Lieutenant^  and  his  Suc^ 
cessors)  perpetual  Poverty,  Chastity ,  and  Obedi^ 
ence ;  and  accordingly,  peculiar  Care  m  the  Eruds^ 
tion  of  Youthj  consentaneous  to  tfie  Form  of 
Living, contained  in  the j4postolich  Letters  of^  ^^^^r^. 
Society  of  Jc(us,  and  in  the  Constitutions  ttvereof. 
Moreover^  I  promise  special  Obedience  to  the 
Pope,  concerning  Missions,  as  contained  in  the 
$ame  jfposiolick  Letters  and  Constitutions. 


Our  new  Explanation,  or  Expofition,  far 
exceeds  the  old  Text,  and  is  a  Superftrudure 
upon  that  priftineFoundation  of  Villainy,  ereded 
fincc  thofe  Times.  The  Blefled  Trinity,  the 
Holy  Sacrament,  and  the.  whole  Hofl  of  Heaven, 
are  made  Packing* horfcs  for  impious  Mortals 
in  the  ungodly,  uncharitable,  Anti-cbriftian, 
Works  of  ruining  Kings,  Kingdom:,    and  all 
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Mankind  bcfidcs  themfclves,  only  td  fcr-up  the 
Court  of  Romc^  and  a  defpotick   Power.     Tbcfc 
horrid     Impieties  (but  ibat  we  are  protnifed  tfac 
Gates  of  Hell  (hall  not  prevail  againft  them)  might 
make  confcientious  Men,  with  Trembling,  prefage 
and  dread.  That  the  Ruin  of  Christianity  is  not 
far  off,     Thefe   Men,  when    they  fwear  their 
milled  profelites  into  Treafons,  Murders^  Felonies, 
and  Secrecy,  little  mind  to  confider    what  i% 
taught  in  Holy  Writ  concerning  an  Oath,  Jerenu 
V.  2.  And  thou  skaU  swear ^   the  Lord  liveih  in 
Truth,  in  Judgment,  and  in  Righteousness^  &c. 
What    Regard  thefc    Oaths    have    to    Truth, 
Judgment,  and    Righteoufnefs,   let  the  Reader 
take  notice,  and  proceed  to  obferve  one  unpar- 
allel'd  Claufe  in  the  Oath,  viz.     And  that  no 
Hopes  of  Reivard^  Threats,  or  Punishments,  shall 
make  me  discover  the  rest  concerned  in  so  pious  a 
fVorh :  and^  if  discovered^  shall  never  confess  any 
Accessaries  with  myself  concerned  in  this  De- 
sign. 

Here  they  lead  their  Profelites  into  a  Labyrinth 
of  Wickednefs ;  but  then  they  leave  them  no 
Way  or  Means  to  difingagethcmfelves  or  others 
out  of  it,  and  confequently  to  be  hanged  and 
damned  afterwards.  This  may  learn  the  mofl 
wilful  and  mod  obftinace  Charity,  to  have  a  care 
how  it  extends  itfelf,  in  believing  the  Words  of 
the  dying  Jesuits  ana  others.  Discite  Jusiit:am  m«- 
ni%  and  let  it  teach  all  good  PrcUstanU  the  Nature 
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of  tbefe  Romish  Wolves, ^ha,  thoi^h  they  change 
their  Hair,  will  never  change  their  Hearts. 

Now  having  given  an  account  of  the  Oath  of 
Secrecy,  next  I  will  render  you  an  Account, 
how  the  JauUsj  and  Popish  priefts  do  infinuate 
tbemfelves  into  the  Hearts  of  thofe,  that  they 
enfnare  to  engage  in  this  damnable  Defign ;  which 
particularly,  being  exemplified  in  my  own  fclf, 
may  ferve  as  Inftru&ions,  how  others  were  in- 
duced and  encouraged  to  propagate  their  hellifli 
Principles:     The  Relation  is  as  foUoweth. 

About  the  latter  End    of    January^    1676, 
Thomas  Thwing^  a  Pricft,  and  William  Rusbftm^ 
jinotbor  P(?p/ji  Prieft  who  was  my  Ghoftly  Father, 
came  to  my  Houfc  at  Shippon'Hall  in  Yorksliire, 
and  did  there  examine  me,  how  I  was   affeded 
and  did  like  the  Romish  Religion,  lince  I  was  of 
it,  and,  if  there  were  any  Occafion,  What  would 
I  do  for  the  Good  of  that  Religion  ?  To  whom  I 
replied.  That  I  was  fo  well  affeded  to  the  Romish 
Religion,  that  I  would  venture  my  Life  and 
Eftate  in  the  Management  of  any  Defign  whatfo- 
evcr,   for    the   Good   of  that    RELIGION. 
.  The  Priefts   then  faid,  That  they  were  glad  to 
hear  me  in  fo  good  a  Humour,  and  did  heartily 
wiih,  that  all  the  Catholicks  in  England  were  of 
my   Mind;  and  further  did  tell  me,  that  all 
England  in  a   little  Time  would  be    Roman- 
Catholicks  ;  for  that  the  Duke  of  York^  next  Heir 
to  the  Crown,  had  renounced  the  Protestant 
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Religion;  Therefore  Force  was  to  be  iifed^  for 
the  more  fpcedy  bringing  him  to  the  Crown. 
But  added,  that^  before  I  could  be  any  further 
acquainted  with  the  Particulars  of  this  Defigrr, 
I  muft  firfl:  take  the  aforementioned  Oath  of 
Secrecy,  which  all  good  Catholickn  muft  cake  ; 
for,  if  any  CnthoUckB  did  refufe  it,  they  could 
not  be  permitted  to  know  of  their  Defigns  and 
Contrivances :  For  that  Sir  Thomas  Gascorgne, 
Thomas  Gascoigne,  Efquire,  and  oilier  Gentle- 
men>  bad  taken  the  iame,  and  engaged  thenw 
felves,  and  given  Security  for  their  refpedlive 
Performances. 

Then  I  told  the  faid  Priefts,  *^  that  I  would  not 
deny  to  take  it ;  for  I  would  obey  my  Ghoftljr 
Father  in  all  Things,"  And  Candlemas-day^ 
1 6761 1  did  accordingly  go  to  Bambow-HaMi  as 
was  formerly  agreed,  where  I  did  hear  Mafs,  and 
lake  the  Oarh  of  Secrecy  from  the  Hands  of  my 
Ghoftly  Father,  to  be  private,  and  keep  fccrct 
the  Delign  of  killing  his  Sacred  Majefly,  and  the 
Defirudion  of  all  fuch  Protestants,  as  would 
not  be  of  the  Romish  Religion  ;  which  Oath  of 
Secrecy  is  before  related,  and  is  the  true  Copy  of 
the  faid  Oath  as  I  got  it  from  the  faid  Rushtoti 
accidentally,  the  very  fame  Day  it  was  minidered 
unto  me  by  him. 

Before  I  did  take  the  Oath  of  Secrecy,  I  did 
go  to  Confcffion,  where  my  Ghoftly  Father  in 
my  faid  Confeffion  did  tell  me^  that  I  muft 
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believe.  That  it  was  a  mortal  Sin  to  reveal  whai 
was  told  me  by  my  Ghostly  Father  in  my  Confe9» 
sion^  and  that  1  was  certainly  damned^  ij  ever  I 
did  discover  the  Concerns  of  this  Design,  or  taking 
the  said  Oath  of  Secrecy. 

But  after  I  had  taken  the  faid  Oath  of  Secrecy^ 
aud  was  acquainted  with  the  Defign,  whenever  I 
went  to  Confeflion,  my  Ghoftly  Father  would  be 
fure  to  examine  me,  how  I  had  kept  my  Oath; 
i]pon  which,  if  my  Father  ConfefTor  did  judge, 
that  I  had  nor  fo  truly  kept  the  fame,  as  I  ougi^ 
to  have  done,  then  mujQ:  I  have  taken  the  fame 
Oath  over-again.  Befules,  my  Ghoftly  Father 
did  frequently  teach  me  how  to  make  ufe  of 
Equivocations  and  mental  Refervations. 

Firsts  How  to  defend  myfelf  againft  the 
ProtestantSy  if  I  were  alked  by  a  Stranger, 
Whether  Mr.  Rushton  were  a  Pricft  ?  that  then  I 
might  lawfully  deny  it,  or,  upon  Oath  before  a 
Magiftrate,  I  might  pofuivcly  deny  my  Know- 
ledge of  Rushton  to  be  a  Popish  Prieft :  But  then 
I  muft  privately  to  myfelf  make  ufe  of  this 
Equivocation,^^  That  I  did  not  fee  the  faid /?t(^A^Q» 
^ake  his  Orders  beyond  Sea  ;  therefore  could  not 
fwear  him  to  be  a  Prieft."  And  then  followed  the 
Benefit  of  Abfoluiion  for  this  or  any  other  Ser« 
vice  done  for  the  Good  of  the  Romish  Religion. 

And  indeed  my  Penance  in  Confeffion  was  oficc 
enjoined  me  by  Father  Rmhton  to  lafli  myfelf 
with  a  Cat^of-nine^tails,  becaufe  I  did  not  deny 
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wiih  AfTeverations,  to  one  Mr.  Barman^  that  he 
was  no  Popish  Pried ;  although  I  did  not  confcis 
the  fame  to  Mr,  Burman^  yet  he  alledged,  that  I 
did  it  but  faintly,  and  therefore  that  (hould   be 
my  Penance. 

Secondly^  If  reproach'd  by  tbc  Protestants  ; 
**  that  they  of  the  Romish  Religion  made  no  Con^ 
fcience  to  deftroy  thofe  that  were  of  contrary 
Opinion  to  them;"  that  then  with  Imprecations 
I  might  lawfully  deny  the  fame;  only  making 
ufe  of  this  Reservation  to  myfelf,  that  I  muft 
deny  any  Thing  which  is  againd  the  Intereft  of 
the  Church. 

Thirdly^  That  fince  the  Difcovery  of  this 
Popish  plotj  if  I  did  at  any  Time  hear  the 
Protestants  difcourfe,  that  they  of  the  Romish 
Church  did  teach  the  murthering  of  Kings  and 
Princes,  and  tlpt  the  King  was  to  have  been  mur* 
thered  by  the  Papists^  that  then  I  muft  vindicate 
the  Romish  Religion^  arguing,  that  fuch  Do&rine 
the  Papists  held  not,  with  Refervation  to  myfeJf, 
that  I  muft  not  own  fucha  Dc(ign,unlefs  effeft- 
cd  ,belie ving  that  Protestants^  beingHereticks,had 
no  Power  to  examine  me,  neither  was  I  obIig*d  to 
anfwer  diredly  to  the  Queftioo* 
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The  Ceremonies^  Maimer^  and  Form  used  in  the 
t    taking  of  the  said  Oath  q/*  Secrecy,  is  thjus  ; 


At  the  Chappel  Door,  did  fprinklc  myfelf 
vith  Holy  Wacer,  and  then  went  inu)  the  Cbap- 
ptl,  where,  bowing  towards  the  Altar,  I  made  the 
Sign  of  the  Crofs^  and  faid^  Sprinkle  me  with 
Hyssop  J  and  I  shall  be  cleansed ;  wash  me^  arui  I 
shall  be  tvhiter  than  Snow\  Then  kneeling^  I 
made  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  and  faid,  In  the  Name 
of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son  9  and  of  the  Holy 
^  Ghosty  Amen.  After  that,  I  faid  certain  Pray- 
ers ufed  before  Confeffion;  and,  attheConclufion, 
made  again  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs;  which  being 
ended  I  went  into  the  veftry,  where,  kneeling^  I 
aiked  my  Ghollly  Father's  BlcfEng,  as  Children 
ufually  do  their  Parents.  Then^  after  that,  I  made 
again  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  and  then  had  the 
Benefit  of  Confeffion,  and  Abfolution  from  my 
Sins,  and  then  I  went  into  the  Chappel,  and  faid 
Prayprs  before  Receiving  the  Sacramenr. 

But  when  .Mafs  was  faid,  1  did  not  corner 
municate  with  the  reft  there  prefent^  although 
the  Sacrament  was  confecrated  for  me; 
but,  after  the  reft  were  gone,  then  William 
Rushtonj  my  Ghoftly  Father,  called  me  to 
the  Altar,  where,  bowing  my  Body  and 
kneeling,  I  made  the  Sign  of  the  Cross; 
then  I    kiss'd  the    Mafs-Book^  and  laid    my 
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4f  Secucy  given  mc  by  my  Ghoftly  Father, 
RushtoHj  repeating  it  after  him.  But  at  thefe 
Words,  In  Testimony  whtrerf  I  do  receive  this  most 
Holy  and  Blessed  Saerament  of  the  Eucharist; 
Rushton  put  the  Sacrament  into  my  Mouth,  and 
raid  this  little  Latin  Prayer  following : 

Corpus  Domini  nostri  Jefu  Chrifli  custodiat  ttnU 
mam  tuam  in  yitam  atirnam.   Amen. 

Then  again  I  kifs'd  the  Mafs-Book,  held  in  the 
prieft's  Hand,  but  held  my  Hand  on  the  Mafs- 
Book  all  the  Time  I  was  uking  the  Oath  afore-^ 
faid  I  and,  after  that,  riiing,  bowed  my  body  to  the 
Altar  in  an  humble  Manner,  and  fo  returned  to 
my  Place  again 

Now^  after  I  had  taken  the  faid  Oath  rfSecreej^ 
Rushton  went  again  into  the  Vcftry,  to  fay  his 
Prayers  on  his  Breviary ;  but  I  continued  ftiil  in 
the  Chappel  to  fay  my  Prayers  ufed  after  thetak* 
ingofthe  Sacrament.  Then,  after  i&ai^/M,  mjr 
ConfeiTor,  came*forth  out  of  the  Vcftry,  he  went 
towardshisown  Chamber,  whither  IfoUowed  him  j 
but.  Sir  Thomas  Gascoigne  haftily  calling  the  (aid 
Rushton,  he  laid-down  his  Breviary  in  his  Clofet, 
to  which  was  no  door,  and  is  iituate  near  his 
Chamber ;  which  faid  Breviary  I  taking  up,  found 
therein  the  faid  Oath  of  Secrecy ;  of  which  Oath  I 

had  a  fufficient  Time  to  take  a  true  Copy,  and  it 

• 
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is  the  real  Copy  which  is  before  recited  j  although 
when  I  took  the  Copy  of  the  faid  Oath,  I  never 
intended  that  any  Protestant  fliould  have  fecn  it. 

The  fame  Day  were  hallowed  for  myfelf  two 
Piftols,  which  were  to  be  made  ufe  of,  for  the 
Deftnidlion  of  the  Protestant  Party,  if  the  Rdman 
Catholici  Religion   had    prevailed   in   England. 

There  were  alfo  Swords,  Guns  and  Piftols  hal- 
lowed for  Thomas  Gascoigne^  Efq;  and  others 
engaged  in  the  Popish  Plot.  And  in  the  Ciid 
Month  of  February^  I  had  an  Indulgonce^  or  P.rdon 
for  Thirty  Thousand  Ycslts^  given  me  by  the  faid 
RusbtOHt  my  Ghodiy  Father,  for  my  Encourage- 
ment in  my  Proceedings  of  being  To  zealous 
againft  his  Majefty  and  Government  j  and  the 
Penance  enjoined  me  was,  to  fay  evcrv  Day  a  L/- 
tany^  for  the  Intcrceflion,  and  Converfion  of 
England^  but,  if  I  difd  twice  a  Day  fay  the  faid 
Litany,  then  (hould  I  each  Day  redeem  a  Sou] 
out  of  Purgatory y  But  I  have  heard  my  Ghoftly 
Father  fay,  that  fome  Catholicks  had  their  Indtdg^ 
encies  for  Fifty  Thousand  Tears ^  others  a  Plenary 
Indulgence  to  encourage  them  to  be  firmer  to  this 
Defign.  Such  a  Plenary  Indulgence  I  did  fee  in 
the  Hands  of  Mr.  Mowbray,  about  the  latter 
End  of  January^  1676-7,  And  the  Liiany  of  In- 
tercession/or England  is  as  follows : 


N  2  The 
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The  LiTAKY  of  Intercession  for  England* 


Lord  have  Mercy  on  us^ 

Christ  hear  us, 
Chrift  have  Mercy  on  us, 
Etord  have  Mercy  on  us^ 

O  Christ  hear  us, 
O    Father    of   Mercy,    and  God  of  all  Con- 

folacion. 

Have  Mercy  on  England. 
O  Son    Redeemer   of  the   World,  and  of  all 

Things  in  Heaven  and  Earthy  the  Pacifier, 

Have  Mercy,  fee- 
Holy  Mary,  Mother  of  God,  and  Mother  of 

Mercy, 

Pray  for  England. 
Holy  Mary,  who   haft  deftroyed  all  Hereiies, 

prayj  &c* 
Holy  Virgin  of  Virgins,  famous  iti  England  for 

many  Miracles,  pray^  &c. 
$u    Michael,    Prince    of  the    Church,    pray, 

tffc. 
§r.   Gabriel^  privy  to  the   Myftcrics  of  God, 

pray^  i^c. 
Sr,    Raphael^    faithful    Guide    of   Travellers^ 

prayj  £sfc. 
H^ly  Angel,  Prince  of  England,  prey,  &c. 

St. 
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St.  John    Baptist^  Mafter  and  Form  of  P^n<* 

VLXictjpray,  &c. 
All  Holy  Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  Friends  of 

God   and    Preachers    of  Truth,  fray^  6fp» 
St.  Peter^  Paftor  of  Sheep,  and  Prince  of  the 

Apoftlcs,  prayj  &c. 
St.  Paulj  Do<5tor  of  the  Gentilts  in  Faith  and 

Verity,  pray^  &?c. 
St.  Andrewj   Friend  and  Lover  of  the  Croft^ 

prey,  ^e. 
All  Holy  Apoftles    and   Evangelifts,  and  fpe- 

cial    Increafers    of   Christianity,    Faith   and 

Unity,  pray,  (^c. 
All  Holy  Innocents  flain  for  Christ,  P^^h  ^^* 
St.  Stephen,  pray,  (^c* 
St.  Lucius »  King,  pray,  Csfc^ 
St.  Allan,  pray,  ^c. 
St.  Amphibale,  pray,  ^c. 
St.  Sophias^  pray,  &c. 
St.  George,  pray,  6?a 
St.  German,  pray,  &?c. 
St.  Coleman,  pray,  &c. 
St.  Kylian,  pray,  &fc. 
St.  Adrian,  pray,  tsfc. 
St.  Ethelred,  King^  pray,  &c. 
St,  Tancon,  pray,  ^c. 
St.  Isenger,  pray,  (^c. 
St.  Edmund,  King,  pray,  &c. 
St.  Edward,  King,/)ray,  &^c. 
St«  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  pray^  ftc. 

'h3  All 
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AH  holy  Martyrs  of  England,   Scotland,  and 

Irelandj  pray^  &c. 
St.  Fugatius  and  Damianus^  p^^J/^  &c. 
St.  Gregory  and  Sr.  Augustine^  praj/y  fi^c. 
Sr.  Ethelberty  King,  prory,  6?c. 
Sr.  Patrick  and  St.  Columbe,  pray^  fiffc. 
St.  PeMna  and  St.  Cuthbertj  pray^  &c. 
St.  Furseus  and  St.  Malachy,  pray,  &C 
St:  /oAn  and  St.  David,  pray^  &c- 
Sr.  Brandon  and  Sr.  Fiaker,  pray,  tsfc. 
St.  Archibald  and  St.  Macarius,  pray,  &c. 
St.  Mariantis  and  St.  Alexander,  pray,  ^e^ 
Sz, •^Bennet,  St.  Bonijace,  ^ad  St.  Bede,pray,  &Cm 
St.  Dunstan,  St.  Henry,  and  St.  Robert,  prey, 

i^c. 
St.  Richard,    St.  Roger,  and  St.  Hugh,  pray, 

St.  Gilbert,    St.    Lanfranch,  and    St.  Anselm, 

pray,  &fc. 
All  Holy  BiQiops,    and    Confeflbrs,  of  jEz/o^- 

/anrf,   Scotland,  and  Ireland,  pray,  &c, 
Sr.  Helen,  Queen,  St.  Ursula,  and   Sr.  Agnes, 

pray^  fefc. 
St.  Bridgit,  St.  Buryen,  and   St.  Tecla,  pray, 

St.  Agatha,  St.    Mechtil,    and    St.  Maxentia, 

pray,  ^c. 
St.  Christine  and  St.  JVinifred,  pray,  ^c^ 
St.  Ethelred,  Queen,  and  St.  iWarg^are^,  Queen, 

Ail 
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All    Holy  Virgins  and  Martyrs,  of  England^ 

Scotland^  and  Ireland^  P^^ff  ^c* 
AH  BleflTcd  and  Holy  Saints  of  Places,  pray, 

£ffc. 
Be  mercijulf  Spare  England  Good  Lord. 
Be  mercifidj  Hear  us  O  Lord. 

From  all  imminent  Perils  of  Sins,  and  Back-* 

flidings^ 

Deliver  England,  o  Lord. 
From  the  Spirit  of  Pride  and  Apoftacy,  deliver^ 

&c. 
From  the  Spirit  of  Ambition,  deliver ^  Sec.  ^ 
From  the  Spirit  of  Rebellion,  deliver,  &c« 
From    all  Hardnefs  and  Blindnefs    of  Heart, 

deliver^  &c* 
From  all  Surfeiting  and  Drunkennefs,  deliver, 

&c. 
From  the   Defires  and    Liberty  of  the  Fle(h, 

deliver^  &c* 
From    Hatred,     Contempt,   and    Neglcft    of 

facred  Things,  deliver^  &c* 
From   prophaning  of  Churches,  and  from  all 

Sacriledge,  deliver,  &c« 
From  the  Tyranny  and  Cruclcy  of  Hcrcticks, 

which  it  now  groans  under,  deliver,  &c» 
From  wicked  and   pernicious  Councils,  deliver, 

&c. 
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Ife  Sinners,   0  God  of  Pity,  do  beseech   Th^e 

to  hear  us. 

That  ihou  wouldft  dirtd  the  Pope's  Holinefs, 
and  all  Prelates,  to  pacify  and  govern  the 
Church. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  hear  us. 

That  thou  would*(l  be  pleafed  to  bring  agaia 
into  this  Kingdom  the  antient  Catholick^ 
Apoftolick^  and  Roman  Faith,  0  Lord, 
&c. 

That  thou  would'd  put  into  the  Hearts  of 
all  Christian  Kings  and  PiinceSj  Unity, 
Peace,  and  Concord  ;  and  that  their  fer- 
vent Zeal  may  be  ftirred  up,  to  put 
their  helping  Hands  to  reduce  it  to  the 
Obedience  of  the  Holy  Sec  of  Bome^ 
0  Lord,  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  comfort,  and  fortify,  all 
fuch  as  fufFer  Imprifonment,  Lofs  of  Goods, 
or  other  Afflidion,  for  the  Catholich 
Faith,  0  Zorrf,  &c. 

That  neither  by  Frailty  or  Enticements,  or 
any  Torments,  thou  permit  any  of  us  to 
fall  trom  thee,  o  Lord^  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  give  us  perfeft  Patience 
in  our  Afflictions^  and  to  make  Ghoftly 
Profit  of  all  our  Miferies, 

0  Lord,  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  mercifully  haften  the  Con- 
vcrfion  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ; 

from 
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from      the     InfcAlon    of  Herefy    and  In^ 
6dciiiy^  0  Lord,  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  deliver  and  keep  in  thefe 
Times  of  Perfecutionj  the  Paftors  of  our 
Souls,  from  the  Hands  of  their  Ene- 
miesj  0  Lord^  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  daily  augment  in  them 
the  Fire  of  thy  Love^  and  the  Zeal  of 
gaining  Souls,  o  Lord,  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  preferve  all  the  Catholicks 
of  this  Land  in  Holinefs  of  Life,  and 
from  all  Manner  of  Sin  and  Scandal, 

0  Lord,  Sec. 

That  thou  wouldft  fo  adorn  us  with  Holinefs 
of  Life  and  Converfation,  that  our  Ene- 
mies seeing  our  good  Works,  may  glorify  thee 
our  heavenly  Father,  o  Lord,  &€• 

That  thou  wouldft  reduce  from  Error,  and 
Herefy,  our  Parents,  Friends  and  Benefadk- 
ors,  whom  thou  haft  fo  dearly  bought  with 
thy  precious  Blood,  o  Lord,  ice. 

Th;it  thou  wouldft  illuminate  the  Hearts  of  all 
Schifmaticks,  which  live  out  of  the  Church, 
to  fee  the  grievous  Danger  of  their  Eftate, 

0  Lord,  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  mercifully  look-down  from 
Heaven,  upon  the  Blood  of  fo  many  Martyrs, 
as  have  given  their  Lives  to  convert  us  unto 
thee,  o  Lord,  &c. 

Jesus 
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Jasm  Christ,  Son  of  God,  and  of  the  Virgin 

Mary^  We  beseech  thee  to  hear  us. 

Jesus    Christy   Saviour   and    Redemer   of  the 

World  fFe  beseech^  &c. 

littnb    of  God«  that   takeft  away  the  Sins   of 

the  World,  Spare  us^  o  Lord. 

Lamb   of  God  that  takeft  away  the    Sins    of 

the  World,  tieartis^  o  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God   that   takeft   away   the   Sins  of 

the  World  ;  Have  Mercy  on  tUm 

Lord  have  Mercy,  Pater  noster^  &c« 

Chrift  have  Mercy,       Et  ne  nos  inducas^  &c« 
Lord  have  Mercy,         Sed  libera  nos  i  fnalOm 


About  the  latter  End  of  October,  or  the 
Beginning  of  November,  167,  my  Occafions 
called  me  to  Zeecb-Market,  within  four  Miles 
of  my  Habitation,  and  a  Market  that  I  fre-* 
quently  ufed  :  After  my  particular  Bufinefs  was 
done,  my  Curioficy  led  me  to  go,  as  usually  I  did, 
to  a  CofTce-Houfe ;  where,  amongft  other  News 
and  Reports,  I  heard  that  one  Sir  Edmundbury 
Godfrey,  a  Juftice  of  Peace  at  London,  was 
miflfing,  and  that  it  was  fufpefled  and  feared, 
that  he  was  murthercd,  or  made-away,  by  the 
Papists. 

At  my  Return  home,  I  repaired  to  Sir 
Thomas  Gascoigne'i  Houfe   at   Barmbow,  one 

Quarter 
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Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  my  Houfe,  and  there 
meeting  bis  Son  Thomas  Gasmgne^  Efq;  I 
acquainted  him  with  the  News  I  heard  at 
Leeds. 

Who  thereupon  took  a  Letter  out  of  his 
Pocket  direAed  to  himfelf,  which  he  (hewed 
me;  which  Letter  was  fubcribed  /.  Corker, 
wherein  he  acquainted  the  Efquire  in  Words  to 
this  Eifeft :  That  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey, 
had  been  a  very  busy  JUan,  and  a  great  Enemy 
to  the  Catholicks  ;  therefore  they  had  procured 
him  to  be  destroyed. 

And  fome  few  Days  after  we  had  the  fame 
Thing  confirmed  in  Print,  viz.  That  he  was 
murthered.  Upon  which,  my  Ghoftly  Father 
William  Rushton,  fent  for  me,  to  come  to  Mafs 
a^  Sir  Thomas  Gascoigne^s  Houfe;  and  at 
Confeffion,  did  charge  me  to  give-out.  That  I 
Ti/sardj  that  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  was  a 
melancholy  Gentleman j  and  in  a  Discontent 
went  into  the  Fields,  and  there  murdered  him- 
self with  his  own  Sword. 

Which  accordingly  I  did,  as  Occafion  offered, 
in  all  Companies  I  happened  into  ;  but  was  con* 
tradided  by  many ;  and  by  fome4  that  it  could 
n.ot  be,  for,  that  his  Neck  was  broke,  which 
he  could  not  do  after  he  had  murdered  himfclf; 
nor  be  capable  to  do  it,  if  his  Neck  was  broke 
before:  Atidj  being  thus  run-down  in  my 
AiTertions,  I  acquainted  my  faid  Ghollly  Father, 

William 
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William  Rushtotl,  ther^itb^  who  told  me^  he 
had  received  new  Inftruftions,  which  he  Ihcw'd 
me  in  Writing,  and  were  to  this  Effcdt  : 

That  Sir  Edmundbnry  Godfrey  was  a  Gentle- 
man who  had  often  attempted  to  deftroy  him- 
felf ;  that  he  did  really  hang  himfelf  in  his  own 
Silk-girdle,  in  his  Chamber  at  the  Bed's  Feet  4 
which  being  difcovered,  two  of  his  Servants  ac- 
quainted his  Brothers  therewith ;  who,  coming 
thither,  contrived  his  uking-down,  and  the 
carrying  him  to  the  Place  where  he  was  found; 
where  they  run  his  Corps  through,  on  Pur* 
pofe  to  throw  it  on  the  PapistSy  thereby  to 
fave  the  Eftate  to  themfelves,  and  from  being ' 
forfeited  to  the  King:  And  that  the  two  Ser- 
vants had  Fifty  Pounds  a-piece  given  them  to 
keep  it  private.  He  alfo  faid,  that  one  of  them, 
which  was  a  Maid-Servant,  did  offer  to  difcover 
this  Contrivance  to  his  Majelly  and  Council, 
but  that  Ihe  was  by  them  rejeded:  Neverthe- 
le(s,  for  all  this,  at  the  fame  Time,  Rushion 
did  own  to  me,  that  he  was  murthered  by  the 
Papists,  but  by  what  Hands  he  knew  not  j  and 
further,  he  feemcd  much  concerned  that  it  was 
done ;  wi(hing  ic  had  never  been  done,  becaufe 
it  would  make  the  Munher  of  the  King  the 
N.  B.  more  difficult  to  be  performed. 

Robert  Bolron. 
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A  TABLE  of  the  DISPENSATIONS  and  PJlt^ 
DONS  for  Villainies  and  Wickednefles  of  various 
Kinds^  ffe.  With  the  feveral  Sums  of  Mon^y 
given>  and  to  be  paid  for  them* 
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SY  ANTHONY  EOANE,  S.D. 


Sometimes  Confeflbr*General  of  the  Kingdom  of 
IRELANDj  vfho  was  both  a  Spedator  of,  and 
AGtor  in,  thofe  horrible  Abufes^  before  his  Converfion 
to  the  Protefiant  Rslioion. 

And  now  Reprinted  for  the  Benefit  of  fuch^  as  either 
have  tberofelvesj  or  would  induce  others  to  have> 
too  favourable  Thoughts  of  Popery. 

To  which  is  now  added  an  earned  Difluafive  from 

Romifli  Idolatry  and   Superstition:  wherein  other 

Grofs  Enormities  are  clearly  deteded. 
^     ' "        '   '  '         
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Printed  for  Johm  Marshall,  at  the  Bible  in  Gracechurck* 
Street,  Joseph  Marshall,  at  tlie  Bible  in  Newgate* 
Street,  wad  Fsed.  Burliioh  in    Amen  Comer.    1715. 
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TO  THE  READER. 


The  following  TABLE  having  been  formerly 
published  by  one^  who  a  great  Part  of  his  Zije, 
wandered  in  the  dark  Mists  and  Fogs  of  PoTZky ; 
and  was  (as  he  himself  assures  us  J  both  a  Spec^ 
tator  of^  and  Actor  in^  those  horrible  Abuses, 
which  he  there  exposed  to  public  View:  now 
ventures  to  come-forth  again^  in  Hopes  of  pro^ 
ducing  the  same  good  Effects^  which  the  Author^ 
(come  to  himself )  proposed  in  its^rst  Publication* 

I  think  it  can  never  be  unseasonable  to  expose 
a  Religion  so  destructive  of  the  Peace  and 
Happiness  of  Societies ;  so  derogatory  to  the 
Glory  of  God;  so  contrary  to  the  main  End  and 
Purpose  of  Christianity ;  and  that  persecutes 
with  such  an  unrelenting  Barbarity  (where  it 
can)  those  that  have  the  Courage  and  Hontsty 
to  oppose  its  Innovations. 

There  is    therefore^    in   this  Edition^  added^ 

by  way  of  Appendix,  an  Earnest  Dissuasive 

from  Popery,  as  a  farther  Antidote  against 

the   Poison    of  its   pernicious  Principles    and 

Practices. 

-       Taie 
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Take  in  good  Party  Reader g  ^wkat  it  here 
offered  thee;  and,  if  in  any  thing  thou  shalt 
receive  Satisfactiofi  and  Advantage,  let  God 
have  the  Glory,  and  the  Mditor  thy  Prayers. 


*  THF 
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THE  AU  raOR'S 


PREFACE. 


1  HOPE  you  (that  read  ibis)  will  be  fo  charitable  as  to 
believe  it  is  neither  Gain  nor  Advantage  hath  invited 
xne  to  lay-open  this  Warehoufe*  and  thus  to  publifli 
the  Merchandize  of  the  Popi(h -Market;  nor  any  hope 
thereby  of  fupporting  my  own  Intereft  (fince  I  know 
well  enough  how  many  Enemies  a  Work  of  this  Na- 
ture will  make  me  among  Tome  Men)  it  being  only  to 
let  the  World  fee  that  the  Abufes  that  were  long  iince 
difcovered  in  the  Pope's  Difpenfations,  are  yet  Aill  in 
being;  as  is  vifible  enough  by  the  Rules  and  Impofis 
of  their  Chancery,  being  neither  imaginary,  nor  yet 
forged  upon  the  Anvil  of  Malice,  as  fome  Perfons  will 
be  ready  to  perfuade  thofe  poor  Souls,  whu  never  had 
any  Knowledge  of  the  Corruptions  of  the  Court  of 
ROME^  nor  of  the  Nature  of  iu  Traffick.  A  great 
Part  of  thefc  Papers  I  cannot  command  at  preient,  by 
reafon  of  my  Abfence  from  my  native  Country,  or  elfe 
I  would  have  inferted  them  all ;  which  would  have 
farther  laid-open  their  abominable  Practices ;  though 
perhaps  this  may  be  sufficient  (if  not  too  much)  in  fo 
naufeous  a  Subject.  The  Papifts,  without  doubt,  will 
difown  it,  and  fay  that  this  is  a  mere  Fi6tion,  and  that 
fuch  Things  are  not  praSifed  in  their  Church:  but  I 
am  ready  to  prove,  by  my  own  Knowledge  and  Expe- 
rience, all  I  here  allcdge  to  be  true,  and  able  to  make 
good^  tbatj  as  all  the  Arts  of  Man  could  not  have 
*  invented 


illvctilf|(^|i9ore;grQff  OF  viU^inpus  ^Ipf^.tbaa  tbePcfllb 
'<;teigy^  fHU'io  Sale^  ^lvit  none  but. tbof«ShriD%- 
umlperi  who  niaintain  tbeir  wiprdly  Ponipr«ua4  Gnealh 
jnefs  by  ffrcb  HandicrafUy  could  h^vie  uivefi^dindifL 
-Way  of  wiping  out  Sins  fo  defiructiveto  agood  lAfe^ 
and  the  fnain  Defign  of  the  .Cbriilia^  Rdigjon;Ta(f 
^you  will  but  examme,  and  ferioufly  confider  th$  Pap- 
^ticulars^  you  will  eafily  be  convinced  MhSit  nana. bc|t 
ihemfelires  could  be  the  Authors  of  itr  I  can  fafe]y 
fay  that  there  are  Hundreds  even  of  the  ordinary 
Priefts,  that  know  not  what  it  Meaas^  becaufe  th^t 
ibefe  Arcana  Imperii  are  always  kept  close  from  tb^m, 
and  reserved  on  purpofe  for  certain  Perfons .  callc;^ 
^poftolical  Poenitentiaries>  to  whom  the  AbrQlutiofi 
^f  particular  and  heinous  Sins  is  committed^  j(as  .it 
•was  to  myfelf  in  Ireland  within  thefe  few  Years]  pnd 
of  such  PerfonSy  there  may  be  one  or  twp  in  ever^ 
County  or  Diocefs^  who^  before  they  receive  that 
Power,  niuft  take  an  Oath  of  Secrecy  never  to  reveal 
the  Myfteries  of  their  Church|  but  to  keep  them 
irom  the  Knowledge  not  only  of  the  Laiety,  but  alfo  •£ 
.the  ordinary  Priefls  and  Friars,  and  efpccially  from  any 
«Mao  that  is  fufpe^led  to  be  of  fo  acute  Farts,  or  of  fo 
.much  Learning  or  Honelly  as  might  make  him  fcruple 
4beir  Authority:  And  neither  may  it  perhaps  have 
jcome  to  the  Knowledge  of  fume  half-witted  Fellows, 
jWhOf  either  for  Lucre,  or  Liberty,  neither  flick  to 
the  one  Religion  nor  the  other;  of  which  Sort  of  People 
we  have  divers  amongft  us  in  this  Kingdom,  whofe 
Mamet  are  not  worth  the  mentioning  by  either  Party; 
J>ut  as  to  thofe  Sins  commonly  called  re/erved  Cau/eSj 
if  any  Man  Iball  acknowledge  hirofelf  guilty  of  any 
/uchj  in  Confeffion  to  an  ordinary  ConfefTor^  be  can 
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n^y  tetl  hhn  where  the'  Po^'s  Bankers  rMe,  who 
tre  to  abfelve  him,  and  wiH  gladly  receiTe  biin^  fe  be 
bring  with  him  the  Price  of  hia  Sin,  and  this  grctt 
-Poemteiitiary  is  thereupon  to  procure  a  BULL  of  In* 
dulgencc  and  Pardon  for  all  wicked  PerTons  offending^ 
in  the  Caufes  here  feudown,  and  divers  others. 

I  wonid  hare  fatd  more  upon  this  Subject^  and  fet- 
Ibrth  more  of  their  Cheats  and  Artifices ;  but  I  hope, 
within  fome  Time,  to  be  at  more  Leifure,  and  to  bare 
better  Opportunities  of  fetting- forth  their  Pranks  and 
Policies  to  the  View  of  the  World, 

I  Ihall  now  only  beg  of  you  to  a(Bft  me  with  your 
Prayers  for  the  Converfion  of  thofe  Mifcreants  who  have 
fo  highly  deferred  God'a  juft  Indignation  ;  fince  there 
is  no  greater  Sign  of  his  Anger,  than  when  he  flrikes 
Men  with  fuch  Blindnefs  of  Underftanding,  that  they 
take  for  Oracles  whatever  the  Juggling  Priefts  have  in* 
vented  for  their  own  unlawful  Gain,  and,  as  it  were, 
make  a  Mockery  of  God  himfelf ; — Men,  who  can 
fcarce  be  believed  to  have  any  Hopes,  or  Thoughts,  of  a 
Life  after  this,  I  humbly  fubmit  this  TreaiiTe  to  the 
Judgement  of  the  kind  Reader;  and,  if  he  think  the 
Pains  I  have  taken  may  any  way  ferve  to  demonfirate 
to  the  World  the  Enormities  of  the  Court  and  Church 
of  liOMEy  and  perhaps  convert  fome  that  are  drunk 
uith  its  Cup  of  Abomination}  I  fliall  then  reft  fatisfied 
that  1  have  not  ill  employed  my  Time.  1  pray  God 
to  continue  amongft  us  the  Purity  of  his  Gofpel,  and 
prcfcrve  our  Clergy  from  the  Sin  of  Covetoufne^s,  that 
fpiritnal  Idolatry,  which  firft  debafed  the  Church  of 
Chrift  from  its  primitive  Purity;  that  fo  we  may  more 
effeflually  convince,  if  poflible,  thofe  poor  deluded 
Creatures,   who  ate   fold  as  Slaves  to  this  Sncceflbr 

rather 
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rather  of  Sitnon  Magus^  than  Peter,  and  unveil  the 
Darknefs  of  his  Kingdom ;  which  God  of  his  infinite 
Mercy  and  Goo4nefs  gtrant^  'according  to  ihe  hearty 
Pcayen  of 

Your  Servant,  in  Chrift^ 

ANTHO.  EGANE. 
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Decreed  Impofitions 


or 


^e  Ci^ancrr^  Court 


Oy   THE 


Church  of  ROMR 


Of  Marriage. 

THEY  that  Many  in  the  foarth  Degree, 
must  pay  for  a  Dispensation  the  sum  of    02     04    00 

They  that  have  committed  Fornication  in 
the  Fourth  Degree,  notwithstanding  their 
Consanguinity  which  they  well  know,  shall 
pay  —  —  —  30    00     00 

For  legitimating  of  Children  that  shall  be 
born  of  a  Conjunction  in  the  fourth  Degree      1^    00     10 

Those  that  have  contracted  Matrimony  in 
the  fourth  Degree,  and  being  ignorant  of 
their  Consanguinity,  and  after  being  sensible 
of  their  Relation,  having  carnally  accomplish- 
ed their  Marriage^  must  pay  for  their  Dispen- 
sation —  —  —        2/    00    09 

They  who  have  carnally  sinned  in  the  fourth 
Degree,  benig  ignorant  of  their  Consanguini- 
ty, their  Dispensation  is  —  —-      l6    00    05 

For  such  as  have  been  sensible  of  their 
own  Consanguinity  in  the  fourth  Degree,  and 
nevertheless  contracted  in  Marriage,  tho*  not 
f^ofisaiim)Med>  their  Dispeosatioti  is       — <        39    00    10 

But 
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Bat  if  that  Marriage  be  oonsummitited  and 
carnally  accomplished,  yoa  are  to  agree  with 
the  Prelate,  lor  legttimaung  of  luch  Chil- 
dren, at  were  born  before  a  Divorce  given  bj 
the  Ordinary,  at  the  request,  or  unanimous 
consent  ol  both  Parties ;  the  Dispensation  Is    09    00    10 

ji  Marriage  in  thejifth  Degree. 

WHether  it  be  of  Consanguinity  or  Af- 
finity, is  dispensed  for  the  Sum  of        40    00    0J| 

Besides  the  gratifying  of  the  Prelate  for  a 
Marriage  in  the  second  Dm%e,  whether  it 
be  for  Consanguinity  or  ^^anity,  the  Pope 
iiim^lf  or  bis  particular  Emissary,  is  io  give 
the  Dispensation  for        —  —  lOO    J5    00 

The  Dispensation  of  Marriage  in  the  first  • 

I)cgtfie  of  Affinity,  is  made  only  in  Con- 
science, yet  you  are  to  pay,  or  aocoiding  to 
the  ability  of  the  Party  —  1000    09    00 

*-  '  ji  Dispensation  far  Gosiips. 

FOR  such  as  are  of  a  Spiritual  Ai&nity  and 
shall  be  cootncted  in  Marriage  17    00    00 

In  all  other  Causes  belonging  to  Gossips, 
none  but  the  Pope  or  his  publick  Penitentiary 
Side  vacante  dispensisjur.  —  —      59    00    03 

If  9D  Adulterer  or  a  married  Man  seeks  his 
Wife^s  Destruction,  he  cannot  obtain  any  Dis« 
pensation  to  marry  another:  but,  if  he  hath 
contracted  Marriage,  and  that  the  Matter  be 
kept  secret,  he  is  to  be  dispensed-with  in 
Conscience;  but  he  ihall  pay  *-  3d    01     00 

If  a  married  Man  attempts  to  kill  his  Wife, 
and  effects  it  not,  and  hath  not  promised  Mar- 
riage to  another,  he  may  have  a  Dispensation 
to  marry  another,  after  the  Death  of  the  first 
for  —  —  —  29    02    09 

If  a  married  Man  before  the  Death  of  his 
married  Wife,  marries  another  being  ignorant 
of  the  first  Marriage,  if  it  so  happens  that  the 
first  Wife  dieth,  he  shall  take  to  him  the  se- 
cond, provided  the  Ceremony  of  Marriage  be 
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renewed ;  and  he  amnot  be  Divoreed,  witk« 
out  the  conseQt  of  bis  Wife,  wbo  was  igno* 
rantly  Married,  or  contracted^  unto  him  before, 
and  then  the  Dispensation  shall  cost        — >        19    02    0)^ 

If  a  Man  who  has  been  a  long  while  ab>- 
.MtnXf  supposeth  that  his  Wife  is  dead,  and  he 
Marrieth  another,  and  liveth  with  his*5econd 
as  with  his  married^  during  the  time  he  8op« 
posed  his  former  to  be  dead  :  Bnt  if  his  first 
Wife  shall  happen  to  come  again^  he  shall 
forsake  the  second  and  live  with  the  first ;  but 
lie  shall  pay  for  his  Transgressions         —  29    02    €9 

A  Dispensation  for  such  as  have  Vowed 
Chastity  during  life  is  given  only  by  the  Pope 
or  by  some  extraordinary  great  Prelate ;  but 
it  shall  cost  — -  —  IS    0$    06 

He  that  hath  Vowe^  to  be  a  Monk,  to  that 
the  Vow  be  not  solemn,  he  may  be  dispensed 
with  according  to  Conscience  for  *—        15    Oi    Ct 

But,  if  in  his  Dispensation  be  added  this 
Cause,  '*  that  if  this  Wife  die,  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  keep  his  Vow/*  yet  hemay  have  a 
Dispensation  to  marry  again  for  — *  27    03     06 

If  a  man  who  hath  taken  Holy  Orden 
(provided  it  be  kept  secret)  happens  to  Marry^ 
(le  may  have  a  Dispensation  for  ke<?ping  his 
Wife  as  long  as  she  li\*es,  provided  that  he  shall 
not  Marry  again  after  her  decease ;  only  be 
ahall  say  his  Divine  Office  upon  Festival  Dayii, 
and  that  by  way  of  Satisfaction^  and  he  must 
also  pay  for  his  Dispensation  —  35    04    00 


The  Dispensation  for  Jews, 

A  Dispensation  for  a  Jeu*,  for  havinj;  a 
Synagogue  tn  his  own  House,  shall  cost  300    01     06 

For  Erecting  a  new  publick  Synagogue 
must  be  paid  —  —  603     15     OO 

A  Jew  that  will  be  authorized  to  practise 
Pbysick,  or  Cliirurgcry,  with  the  Clause  of 
Aisistaiice,  must  pay  —  —  60     15     00 


Di^ftnsations 
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Dupensatunuan  the  Age  cf  those  tkstt  t«h  Orders. 

A  Child  at  SIX  Yean  old  thaU  pay  for  bis 
Clerkahipi,  and  first  Matricul^iTioa  1 9    02    04 

'A  Youth' of  sixteen  shall  pay>  fov  his  be* 
ing  made  Sab-UeaQoo«  the  Sam  of  «-    22    Q3    05 

•  At  se? eoteeD  Years  —  ~         ifl    02    (XT 

For  being  made  Deacon  at  the  age  of 
eighteea  —  —  —  32    00    00 

At  nineteen  for  the  same        — >         — >        lO*    00    00 

For  being  Ordained  Priest  at  two  and  twenty    32    02    00 

At  four  and  tweotj  for  the  same        «—        l6    00    00 

To  take  Orders,  where^  wken^  of  whom^  and  in 
what  number^  one  pleaseifu 

rr^H)  take  Orders  from  anir  other  but  his 
J.    own  Bishops  the  first  Clerkship  and  the 
foar  small  Orders  is  -«  —        14    01     00 

To  take^  according  to  a  Man's  Will,  one, 
two.  or  all  the  Orders,  must  be  paid        -~     32    02     10 

For  taking  Orders,  except  in  Ember  week, 
is  —  —  —  10    02     10 

For  taking  Orders  from  such  as  have  A  u* 
thority  to  use  Benediction  from  an  Abbot         34    02    00 

From  a  Bishop  — »  —  24    00    QO 

Dispensation  for  suck  as  are  Defectivey  or  be^ 
v:itchedj  in  any  of  the  Members  of  their  Bodies^ 
in  order  to  take  Orders. 

FOR  a  Man  that  wants  my  Member  of  his 
Body*  if  he  takes  Clerkship,  as  to  the 
Ibur  small  Orders  «»  —  36    02    00 

For  him  to  be  admitted  to  Orders  of  higher 
degree,  must  be  paid  the  Sum  of       —  46    03    00 

If  he  hath  lost  one  or  more  of  his  Ftngers, 
a  Dispensation  for  hok^ag  a  Benefice  shall 
cost  him  —  —  —  52    03     06 

But  if  he  hath  almoai  kMt  his  left  Eye,  bis 
must  pay  —J  —  —  40    OO    00 

2  o  4  Yet 


Booky  or  a  theet  ot  Paper  containing  the  Ca- 

non  of  the  Masf^  on  (be middle  of  the  AlUir ; 

Imt  if  he  baich  lost  both  hit  £ye§,  ofbaeof  -^ 

bis  Stones,  he  must  pay  *^  50   <S1   Cd 

But  if  be  be' deprived  of  all  hit  PriYf- 
monben^  he  mnst-naay        .  .    —-  112    OS    Otf 

Far  such  as  have  taken  Orders  legally  (U  ihg^' 

oug/u  to  have  done. 

FOB  those  that  ufaall  take  Oidera  under  V 

Age,  the  Dispensation  shall  cost  07    02    OS 

.  For  the  Irregularit>  of  one  that  bath  taken* 
Orders  frohi  any  other  Bisliop  but  his  own 
Diocesan,  withont  leave  from  bia  Prelate^ 
roust  pay  for  his  Dispensation  —  07  .  02    03 

If  a  Bull  carries  a  Retention  of  a  Benefice, 
the  Dispensation  shall  cost'  —  13    03     dS. 

For  him  who  hath.taken  Orders  unlawftiPj^ 
U  Fill  cost         '        —  ~  07    02    OS. 

And  if  there  be  a  Retention  of  a  Benefice^, 
he^nustpay  —  — ^  1$    o3    OS 

For  a  man  who  by  the  Collection  of  a  foU 
Tenth^  was  admitted  into  Orders,  that  is  to 
tay,  without  taking  or  bringing  Credible 
Wftnesses  to  aver  the  Truths  his  I)lspensation 
shall  cost  —  —  07    02    02 

••For  one  who  by  express  Orders,  renbonc- 
«tl^tb^  Qrdees  of  a  Deacon^  or  Snb-Deacon^' 
which  uere  before  conferred  upon  him«  ho 
is  to  pay  —  —      — '      '       12    03     07 

He  that  in  one  and  the  same  Day  hath  takeb 
two,  or  more  Ordersj  to  the  end  be  may  im* 
iQ<|diately  officiate,  shall  pay  fo»4iis  Dispen* 
sation  —  —  -^     .     06    02    05 
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Dispensations  for  such  as  are  employed  in  the 
Service  of  the  Church'toithmU  taking  Orders. 

IF  any  one  being  neither  Dtfacoo  por $ub* 
Dtacon>  ^  exercise  such  an  O&cfi,  he  must 
pay  —  —     .    .—  12    03     06 

And 
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And  if  he  bath  a  Boll  fat  9,  Benefice,  he  Is 
l^pay  ^  .  _  18    M    0^ 

l/any  one  who  is  not  a  Priest  shall  take 
upon  himself  to  say  Mass^  or  to  Admiuinter 
the  Sacraments;  if  he  intend  to  take  Orders 
afterward,  his  Dispeasation  shall  cost  9^    €)g    M 


Dispensations  for  BastardM^ 

F\2i  admitting  a  Bastard  afler  the  old  man- 
ner to  holy  Orders  $   and  to  capacitate 
him  to  bold  a  Living,  wherein  is  a  Core  of 
Souls,  be  pays  — -  —  05    01    01 

And  if  that  the  Clause  of  impowering  him 
to  change  bis  Benefice  be  added,  he  is  to  pay    Of    OJ    Oft 

■If  a  Bastard,  knowing  himself  to  be  80»  af« 
terwards  shall  take  Orders,  he  must  pay  ^    Cf/    vi 

Jf  be  change  his  Benefice,  he  is  to  pay  06    02    00 

If  he  changeth  two,  he  is  to  pay         «         12    04    00 

Ifthree  —  —  18    M    Odf 

But  if  he  officiate  in  the  Behalf  of  his  Fa- 
ther, present  or  absent,  he  must  pay  07    02    tX) 

And  if  be  be  a  Bastard  found  by  chance,  he 
jays  —  —  —  06    02    00 


Dispensations  for  Monhs^  Bastards. 

m 

DispensatioTU  Prized* 

F)R  a  Mendicant's  Bastard  turning  Monk, 
his  Dispensation  is        -  ^        06    02    00 

For  a  Mendicant  to  be  made  Provineial  of 
an  Order,  or  first  Guardian,  or  capacitated  to 
any  other  Dignity :  If  Monks  that  have  Re- 
venues, and  not.  Minors  or  Mendicants,  they 
may  have  a  Dispensation  for  as  high  as  an 
Abbot,  for  r-  —  01    01    00 


•  *     • 
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Dispensations  for  such  a  Person  as  was  once 
Married^  and  at  the  second  took  a  Ftrgiu  to 
his  Wlje^ 

FOR  a  Man  Mho  hath  been  once  Married, 
he  may  after  her  decease  l)e  admitted  in- 
to  Orders,  paying  for  his  Dispensation  06    03     CO 

And,  if  he  vrt}I  enjoy  Privileges,  he  must  paj  02    Q9    Og 

Dispensation  for    Persons   that  have  had  two 

fVives.  . 

A  Man  that  bath  been  twice  married  sbaU 
be  admitted  to  his  first  Clerkship,  or  to 
the  four  small  Orders,  paying  for  his  Dispen- 
saiioa  —  —  —  12    03    04 


For  the  Apostolical  Chamber. 

m 

BUT  if  in  his  Ball  is  added  this  Clause,  U 
be  chaipce  to  Marry  again,  he  shall  pay      18    04    09 

And  if  the  Bull  contain  this  Clause^  if  it 
bappen  he  hath  already  had  two  Wives  and 
fhat  he  shall  raany  the  third,  he  shall  pay         06    04    0§ 

And  if  this  Bull  for  a  Man  that  hath  had 
two  Wives  and  is  a  Widower,  dispenses  with 
htm  to  Rave  or  to  keep  one  simple  Benefice, 
be  shall  pay,  besides  the  aforesaid  Tax,  24    OS    CX> 

He  that  being  married,  and  conceals  that 
be  had  two  Wives,  and  jet  takes  his  first 
Clerkship,  mustpaj  —  —  21     05     06 

A  ICnight  that  hath  had  two  Wives,  and 
after  being  a  Widower,  if  he  enters  into  the 
lour  first  Ordeili,  he  slull  pay  for  his  Dispen- 
talFon  —  —  —  12    03    00 

A  Man  having  had  two  Wives,  having  al- 
rcady_  procured  his  Disj  ensation  from  the 
Pope,  to  enter  into  Ordtrs  and  to  officiate  the 
Place  rf  a  Canon,  may  ytt  have  a  Faculty  for 
two  equal  bcQctcesv,  pa);ugonly  -  24     05    00 

Fardcns 
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Pardons  and  Dispensations  for  SoUiert. 

HE  that  being  a  Soldier  for  the  tTatholkk 
Caiise,  and  neither  ktUs  nor  woutidn 
any  in  War,  nor  causeth  any  to  do  it,  is  to 
pay  —  —  -  dG    09    €0 

All  Priests  who  have  assisted  at  the  Judg- 
ment, or  given  their  Advice  in  Wiiting  in 
any  Criminal  Cause,  shall  pay  each  Person        36    Og    00 

If  any  A^an  shall  strike  a  Clerk  or  Priest, 
iie  shall  pay  the  full  Sum  of  *^  06    02    03 

But  if  an  Abbot  or  Prelate,  it  must  be         12    03    O^ 

If  any  Man  shall  strike  a  Bishop,  or  such  an 
extraordinary  great  Prelate^  it  must  be  24    06    00 

Dispensations  for  IVounding  Tersonu 

HE  that  Wounds  any  one  of  the  Clergy 
in  any  of  his  Membersj  his  Pardon  and 
Dispensation  shall  cost  .^  18    04    Q|p 

But  if  it  be  a  simple  Pardon  without  Dia« 
pensation  it  will  cost  —  -^    06    €2    00 

He  that  Wounds  an  Abbot  or  Principal 
Person  of  any  Order,  must  pay  —  Ofi    00    00 

If  a  Bishop, 'it  shall  be  —  12    00    00 

But  if  one  Lay-Man  Wounds  another,  he 
is  Pardoned  for  —  -^  00    00    06 


Dispensations  for  Murders  or  tvi/ful  Homicides^ 

A  Murderer  having  taken  his  first  Orders, 
can  have  a  Dispensation  for  holding  one 
simple  Benefice ;  and,  if  that  be  uot  sufficient, 
he  may  have  two  or  three  ;  hiring  his  Pardon 
for  the  Murder  he  hath  committed,  for  12    05     OO 

But,  if  he  will  have  the  Privilege  of  the 
Clergy,  he  must  pay  ~  18     04    00 

If  it  be  wlih  the  Inhibitory  Clause,  it  will 
ctost  —  f^  —  30    07    06 

Tp 


To  hsre  a  pfispeniation  for  holding  Arclt 
Benefices,  Bsccept  the  Boll  runs  so  Hut.  he 
may  hold  as  many  BcDtfices  a»  he  stands  tn 
seed  of,  he  is  to  pay      .      —         —        01     JB    02 

Bat  If  he  hath  the  Bull  to  hb  adTaptage,  he 
pays  T"  —  —  24    OC     00 

.  Mati  if  It  Person,  being  woaaded,  dyeth 
not  of  the  Blow  that  he  hath  received,  but 
thro'  want  of  good  Attendance  or  the  like ; 
0r»  if  he  that  gave  the  wound  intended  not 
to  kill  him  ;  he  may  have  a  Dispensation  for 
tlie  Older 4>f  Priesthood,  and  hold  Ecclesiasti- 
cal Benefices,  for  —  *—  30    Op    06 

The  I^jpensatYon  of  a  Murder  perpetrated 
by  a  Bishop  or  Abbot ;  or  by  the  chief  of 
m  Otder  or  JLnight,  it  shall  cost  —  50    13    09 

If  a  Friar,  or  Guardian  of  a  Monastery,  kills 
a  Man,  it  will  be  —  —  40    09    00 

A  wilful  Murderer,  having  already  taken 
Orders,  was  before  dispensed-withal  to  sing 
a  Hail  Alary  in  the  Church  i  if  he  has  Powek* 
impou'cred  to  hold  an  £cclesiastjcal  Benefice, 
^is^opa^  —  —  36    09    00 

But  if  there  be  many  acoesaary  to  the 
Murder^  every  two  are  to  pay  amongst 
theni  —  —  —  JO    12    06 

If  one  be  fonnd  guilty  of  many  Murderst 
in  the  same  Time  and  Quarrel;  he  is  to  pay 
for  his  Dispensation  -  -  36    09    00 

If  in  several  Quarrels,  he  must  pay 
double  —  •—  ^  30     12     06 

For  an  Ordinary  Man  who  hath  commit- 
ted  Murder,  is  rated  at  Will,  according  to  the 
Circumstances  oi  the  Place  and  Time,  and  as 
the  Prelates  shall  think  fit. 

Dispensations  for  accidental  Murders. 

For  a  Clerk. 

IF  one  would  have  a  pardon «  ad  CauUlam 
as  they  term  it,  it  will  cost  — •  18    04    09 

If  he  thar  hath  killed  a  roan,  "did  use  his 

Bndeavouia 


Biidearoan  to  ^voi^^tt^  bet  war  feiteA  to    •  -     *  <Z 
$jkeB99t\ewe4lrfewkndo,  hethaH^ybat        36    07    ili 

ff  a  man  happefi  to  be  Munhered  aoci« 
^entai^f  Ae  Mactfais^pr  w  to  pay  few  Hia  Dis« 
peotatioQ  —  —  —  09    03    05 

If  a  Qerk  of  the  Church  hath  killed  one 
io  Dif  own  Defence,  he  muit  pay  for  his  Dis- 
pensation —  «—  06    03    Od 

And  if  the  Claoae  of  Assi^ance  be  in  it,  it 

Mllcott  '  •—  —  —     12    04    00 

■  • 

If  it  be  for  a  Cautela,  or  for  Assurance  for 
the  future,  he  ahall  pay  — >  —       31    01    09 

But  if  jt  h6  with  the  Inhibitory  Clause, 
Ri  price  is  —  •—  36    09    00 

For  a  Murder  perpetrated  in  the  Defence 
of  another,  a  XMipensation  for  saying,  Maasi 
liir  — .  —  —        30    07    OS 

Dispensations  and  Pardons  for  Bishops  or  * 

Abbots,  or  such  Prelates  i  for  wiliul  Murders, 
fie     n     ^  —  —  50    12    06 

For  Priests  and  ordinary  Cierg}'men  40    10    00 


.  \ 


For  Murtherers  ofPriesis* 


AIiay-Man,  haviog  martbered  a  Priest, 
shall  be  pardoned  for  —  06    02    00 

A  simple  Clerk,  or  Priest,  or  one  who  hath 
iaken.Orders,  shall  pay,  if  he  be  iutei  dieted 
from  exercising  his  Function,  —  06    02    CO 

If  there  be  a  Rabble,  or  a  number  of 
jPeople^  when  a  Murder  is  committed,  the 
Chief  shaU  pay  a  whole  Tax,  and  tiie  re»t 
half. 

If  one  Man  in  the  same  Time  kills  more 
than  one  Priest  in  the  same  Quarrel,  be  must 
fjvy  for  hif  Pardon  —  —        OG    09    09 

But,  if  he  hath  killed  many  Priests  at  se- 
.veralTim^,  he  shall  pay  a  whole  Tax  to  the 
iSrst/and  a  half  for  the  rest. 

If  he  who  hath  killed  a  Priest  desitYs  to  be 

Tiirdbiied,' and    would    change   his   publtck  .  :     :« 

enance  to  a  private,  he  shall  pay  —        18    01-    06 

y-.,-        .    \  He 
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Bb  tfitt  kilto  i  Biihop  or  My  otW  Aelate, 
tetutpty  ~  —  Sft   09    00 

He  thai  having  killed  a  Priest,  If  he  holdi 
lua  Beociicc»  must  pay  for  hU  DiapeiMitioii       02    02    OO 

Dlsperuation^  for  mch  <u  have  hilled  La^Metu 

P^R  marthering  a  Lay-lMbn,  the  DkptQ- 
aaticmift  ^  —  03    02    04 

Bot  if  one  hath  killed  m^ny  Lay^men  in 
one  QuarnKlf  be  is  ia\ed  but  foroiie»  and  hia 
Dtspensaitoa  is  according  to  tlie  Confessor's 
Di&cretioQ  —  —  04    01     08 

Dtspensations  for  Parricides. 

MUrthen  committed  on  the  Persons  of 
Father*  Mother,  Brother,   or  Sister, 
each  Person's  Dispensation  wiii  cost        —       04    01     06 

II  any  Person  killed  or  morthered  bis  own 
Wife,  it  shall  be  rated  as  that  of  Parricide, 
viz*  —  —       —  04    01     06. 

And  if  he  who  hath  tnurdered  his  own 
Wife,  and  marrieth  another,  his  Dispensation 
is  —  —  —  06    02    09 

And  if  those  who  have  assisted  the  Hus* 
band  in  the  Marthering,  are  included  in  the 
Pardon  or  Dispensation,  the  Tax  is  02    00    06 

Dispensations  for  such  or  have  killed  thtir  own 

Children. 

IF  either  Father  or  Mother,  Sister  or  Bro- 
ther, do  strangle  6r  smother  an  Infant, 
Ih^  are  to  pay  —  —  04    02    00' 

But  if  a  Stranger  that  hath  raurther ed  an 
Infant,  he  pays  as  far  as  a  Lay-roan,  vix.  03    02    04 

Bat  if  the  Father  and  Mother  do  strangle 
the  Infant  of  an  ananimoos  Consent,  they 
most  pay  —  —  —  06    02    00 

Dispensations 
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Dispensations Jbr  Ifamen  that  Miscarry.  ^» 

i 

SHE  that  takes  nny  Potion  to  destroy  tbe 
Fruits  of  her  Womb,  or  the  Father  who 
cooieth  hii  Wife  to  take  the  samei  they  are 
to  pay  —  —  •*-  04    01     09 

Bat  if  a  Strings  tluit  giveth  the  Potiooj 
he  shall  pay  ~  —  Oi    QL    09 

DUpenscUions  for  fFizards  and  Sorcerers. 

A  Witch  or  InchantresSf  at  her  Abjaration 
TDoAi  of  her  Sorcery  and  Inchantmeots, 
Aal]  fay  — -  —  06    02    00 

And  tf  the  foHowetk  tbe  same  Trade,  afler 
Abjurationy  she  shall  pay  —  1 2     04    00 

Dispensations  for  Heretichs. 


Pardon  and  '  Rehabilitation  of  a  Here* 
tick,  drawn  in  an  ample  Form  \  with 


A 

the  Inhibitory  Clause  before  he  had  made 

Abjnration,  is  —  —  36    Og    00 

If  he  be  a  Lav-Man>  and  that  the  Bull 
coDtaineth  an  Absolutioa  of  Infamy,  he  is 
to  pay  —  ^  -1  1 2     03     0^ 

And  if  tbe  Inhibitory  Clause  be  added^  lie 
is  to  pay  more  —  —  12    00    00 

Dispensations  for  Church- Robbers^  Thieves^ 
Incendiaries^  Plunderers^  Ravishers^  Perjur- 
erSy  &c. 

A    Pardon  and  Rehabilitation  for  any  of 
these  Crimes,  with  the  Inhibitory  Clause, 
will  cost  —  —  36    09    00 

For.  Simony.  A  simple  Absolution  for  a 
SirooQisi,  let  him  be  either  Seatlar  or  Regu- 
lar^ U  -  ,-  -  36    Cp    CO 

But 
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Bot  if  tbe  Pispenaatioo  be  lor  f  iregQlaritr* 
and  that  it  will  cipacitale  the  Person  lo  m*        *      " 
eeive  Holy  Orders,  and  to  hold  Church  Bene- 
lioes»  hemustadd  —  —       06    02    OQ 

And  if  the  Dispensation  be  to  officiate 
!n  other  Benefices^  besides  those  which  he 
|iath  acquired  by  Siraony,  he  is  to  agree 
with  the  Ordinaiy,  and  if  the  Simonist  re* 
quires  his  Pardon,  it  is  dispensed  according 
lo  the  Discretion  of  the  Confessor ;  with  aa  i 

Authority  to  keep  his  Benefices  which  he  got 
by  Simony,  whether  he  hath  already  obtained 
the  Profits  or  no^  with  the  clause  nuUigaoty, 
hetstopey  —  —  OS    07    OS 


Dispensations  Jor  Carnal  Sins^  or  for  all  $ori$ 

of  IVhorings. 

A  Priest,  or  Frier,  having  Iain  or  carnally 
sinned  with  a  woman  of  whatsoever  sort 
or  degree,  whctlier  a  Nun  or  a  Kinswoman, 
or  a  Relation,  or  with  any  other,  whether 
married  ur  single,  whether  within  the  bounds 
or  Cloisters  of  his  Monastery,  or  elsewhere  % 
whether  the  Absolution  be  made  in  the  Name 
pf  the  Clergy  or  no ;  it  gives  him  Power  to 
exerctse  his  Function,  aod  to  hold  his  Liv- 
ings;  and  that  together  with  the  Inhibitory 
Ckuse^  is  only  —  —  36    09    09 

j1  Dispensation  for  Buggery. 

AND,  if,  besides  this,  there  be  an  Absoki- 
lion  for  B'i*;gery,  or  for  unnatural  bin 
committed  witli  Biiite- Beasts,  a  Dispensation 
together  with  the  Inhibitory  Clause^  will  come 

lo  ^  ^  -.  90    12    oa 

A  simple  Absolution  for  the  sin  of  Bug* 
gery,  or  the  Sin  contrary  to  Nature,  that  is  to 
aay,  with  Brute- Beasts,  together  with  a  Dis- 
pensation and  the  Inhibitory  Clause,  is  86    09    00 

A  Nun  having  played  the  Whore  \^ 
often  intra  aut  extra  septa  AJondsterii,  is  to  <..  «    . 

be 
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be  abfiolTod,  and  rebabtlttated  to  hold  the  Dig- 
nity of  her  Order,  for  —  —  S6    OQ    CO 

An  Absolution  for  one  that  keeps  a  Whore 
at  Bed  and  Board,  with  a  Dispensation  to  hold 
a  Benefice,  is  »  —  Oi    05     06 

For  all  acts  of  Whoring,  or  such  dishonesty 
committed  by  a  Layman^  he  is  to  be  dispensed 
with  for  —  —  —  06    02    06 

A  Layman  having  committed  Incest,  is  to 
pay'  —  —  —  04    06    00 

A  Layman  having  committed  Adultery, 
is  to  be  absolved  for  •—  —-        04    00    00 

But  if  it  be  Adultery  and  Incest  togetlier, 
he  is  to  pay  —  —  06    02    00 

For  the  Adulterer  and  Adulteress  together, 
ik  —  —  —  06    06    00 


Dispensations  for  Trespasses. 

HE  that  buries  the  Body  of  an  excom- 
municated Man  in  any  Sanctuary,  must 
pay  —  «-  —  06    02    06 

A  Licence  for  Irregularity  with  power  to 
enjoy  a  Benefice,  is  —  —      09    02    00 

And  if  be  keeps  all  that  he  had  already  ob- 
tained, it  is  -  —  -       12    03    09 

For  him  that  conceals  the  death  of  ano* 
ther,  Lucrt  Gratia  -  —  O9    02    00 

A  Priest  having  ignorantly  said  Mass  in  a 
prohibited  Place  -  -  06    02    00 

But  if  he  knew  the  Place  to  be  prohibited, 
and  that  the  Prohibition  was  by  the  Ordinary, 
^e  is  to  pay  •«  —  06    02    00 

If  by  the  Pope,  be  must  pay  «  12    03    06 

A  Priest  having  made  a  clandestine  Mar* 
riage,  and  said  Mass  in  the  Presence  of  the 
married  Couple  — >  —  06    00    00 

And  every  Layman  that  was  then  pre* 
lent  --  —  -»  OS    00    00 

2Jr     *  If 
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If  any  Man  hinders  the  Eneculion  of  a 
Bull,  or  Apostolical  Mandates,  his  Abaolution 
will  cost  him  —  —  36    Q9     00 

And  every  one  of  his  Assistants  mast  pay       12    03     00 

A  Merchant  having  brought  Warlike  Wea- 
pons among  the  Saracens,  except  lie  brings 
some  profitable  Goods  back  in  exchange,  he 
is  to  pay  —  —  12    03     06 

But  if  he  hath  brought  considerable  Goods 
be  is  to  agree  with  the  Prelate. 

If  a  Servant  retains  the  Goods  of  his  de- 
ceased Master  for  his  Wages,  after  being  ad- 
vised to  restore  them,  and  will  npt,  be  is  to 
))e  ab^lved  for  —  —  06    02    00 

A  Bishop  having  sworn  to  take  a  Voyage 
\D  St,  Peter's  in  Rotnef  and  never  performed, 
he  pays  —  —  12     03     06 

The  Absolution  of  a  spiritual  Sentence  of 
Excommunication  given  out  by  the  Ordinaxy     06    02    OO 

But  if  the  said  Sentence  hath  been  given 
out  of  the  Apostolical  Seat,  it  must  be  12    0)    06 


Dispensations  and  Pardons  Jor  Irregularities. 


AN  Absolution  or  a  Dispensation  for  Ir- 
regularity, is  —  —  05     13     00 

And  if  there  be  a  general  Absolution  fbr 
$11  Sins,  it  is  —  —  08     1 9     00 

If  the  Irregularity  hath  been  cause  of  giv- 
ing of  Judgment  in  some  criminal  Matter  of 
Fact>  and  that  there  was  not  an  Absolution  for 
the  Fact,  but  only  an  Absolution  for  Infamy, 
ivith  the  Inhibitory  Clause,  it  is  only  03     07     C|p 

And  if  in  the  Bull  be  a  Dispensation  of 
Irregularity  and  License  for  a  passing  such 
Judgment  afterwards  as  often  as  occasion  did 
require  5  and  also  Authorit)'  for  being  Advocate 
in  Criminal  Causes,  it  will  cost  —  45     00    00 

Biit  if  the  Bull  contains  a  general  Absolu- 
fion  for  all  Sins  passecl^  or  for  Sins  not  yet 

committed ; 
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committed,  and  also  far  all  sorts  of  Irregu- 
larities, it  will  cost  —  —       50     12    OG 

He  thnt  is  guiltj'  of  Irregularity  by  reason 
of  exercising  the  Profrssion  of  a  Physician, 
most  pay  for  the  first  Dispensation        —  50    09     00 

And,  if  the  Bull  alloweth  him  a  Permission 
to  follow  bis  Profession  in  the  future,  shall  [My 
more  —  —  —         05     02     06 


Dispensations  for  Burials. 

AN  excommunicated  Person  drceased,  or 
one  that  died  a  violent  Death,  his  Ab« 
solution  shall  cost  bis  Friends  and  Relations        oS     02     00 

But,  if  the  Body  be  buried  in  a  Sanctuary, 
it  will  cost  —  »  —      12     03     06 


Dispensations  for  changing  and  moderating  of 

Vanishments. 

A  Simple  Moderation  of  Banishment  or 
perpetual  Imprisonment,  will  cost  04     10    00 

The  Moderation  of  Banishment  from  ten 
to  fifteen  Years,  will  cost  —  36    09    00 

Or  if  the  Bull  contains  a  Dispensation  for 
Irregularity,  and  a  Permission  for  exercising 
the  Office  of  a  Priest,  it  will  cost  -         50     12    0& 

The  simple  Moderation  of  Banishment,  or 
Imprisonment  for  ten  Years,  together  with  a 
simple  Dispensation  or  Absolution  of  the 
Crime  committed,  will  cost  -—  25     06    00 

And  if  the  Bull  contains  n  Clause  of  Assist- 
ance, it  will  cost,  besides  the  foregoing  Tax,      06    00  .  00 

A  Priest  being  suspended  by  his  Qrdifiary 
from  saying  Mciss^  by  reason  of  being  troubled 
with  the  falling  Sickness,  must  pay  for  bit 
Absolution  and  Dispensation  —  0(j    02    ()6 

And  his  Bishop  is  to  give  him  License  to 
say  Mass,  with  a  Proviso  of  being  always 
assisted  by  another  Priest. 

2  F  2  Dispensations 
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Dispensation  of  Oaths. 

THE  Dispensation  of  an  Oalb  or  Coo. 
tnct  bring  given ,  to  the  end  that  one 
may  not  be  driven  or  expelled  from  his  Occa- 
sions or  Employments,  will  be  had  for  Q7    03    03 

Bat  if  the  Bull  doth  conUin  the  Inhibitory 
Clause^  together  with  an  Absolution  of  In- 
famy,  it  will  cost  —  —         56    09    06 

And  if  many  are  comprehenjdei)  in  the 
same  Fact,  every  one  of  them  most  pay  03    00    00 

And  if  there  be  many  Contracts  for  the 
same  Thing  and  amongst  the  same  Penons. 
for  each  Contract  must  be  paid,  besides  tbp 
Ordinary  Tax  of  the  fomier  — ^  03    00    OQ 

A  Dupensation  for  Qne  that  hath  sworn 
to  take  his  Degrees^  in  one  University,  and 
neglected  his  iSomise,  so  that  he  could  not 
get  his  D^rees,  his  Tax  will  be         -  Of    03    00 

For  an  Oath  that  cannot  be  kept  without 
incurring  everlasting  Damnation;  as  for  ex« 
ample,  a  dishonest  Vow,  er  some  wicked  pro- 
mise, the  IXspensation  will  cost  —  06    09    00 

And  you  must  take  noticCt  that  there  is 
difference  between  the  Tax  of  a  Bishop,  Ab- 
iK>t,  or  General  of  an  Order,  and  the  Tm 
of  ordinary  Men ;  for  the  FHafes  are  left  to 
Iheir  Confessor's  Discretion 


Dispensations  for  the  changing  of  a  Vow. 

A  Man  having  vowed,  but  not  solemnly^ 
to  take  the  Habit  of  some  Order,  ctr 
Reliipon,  to  the  End  be  may  change  his  Vow, 
he  must  have  a  Dispensation  which  is  made 
in  Conscience,  it  will  cost  but  — -  15     04    OQ 

If  a  Man  hath  taken  a  Vow  of  Chastity 
solemnly,  he  is  to  have  his  Dispensation  for 
not  keeping  his  Vow»  if  need  be^  but  he  is 
tQ  pey  ibe  Prelate  the  Siw  of  •--         ]«^    04    00 

.  ^  If 
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If  dny  Man,  after  taking  an  Oath  of  enter- 
Sng  into  a  religious  Life»  takes  a  Fancy  to 
cnany  rather  than  Co  perform  his  Oath  or 
proceed  according  to  his  Vow,  he  is  to  be  ab- 
solved dejure,  only  he  omst  pay  -«         15    04    00 

And  he  shall  be  enjoined,  in  the  Bull^  to 
stand  to  his  Vow  in  case  he  outlives  his  first 
Wife. 

•  For  the  prolonging  of  the  Tcnn  of  Vows, 
to  go  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  or  to  Saint  Pe- 
t€r*t  at  Rome,  provided  there  be  a  lawful  Cause 
for  it,  yet  a  Dispensation  will  cost  «     —  09    03    O9 

If  the  Dispensation  be  for  two  Years^  it 
will  be  but  —  -^  04    00    01 

^  For  changing  the  Pilgrimage  of  tlie  Sepul- 
chre for  another,  you  must  pay  —  13    OS    C5 

Besides  gratifying  the  Prelate,  to  change  one 
Vow  for  another,  will  cost  —  06    03    06 

For  getting  a  iViviledge  from  fasting  or  a 
Permission  to  wear  another  Habit,  rather  than 
the  Habit  of  the  Order  wherein  one  took  his 
V6w  and  made  his  Profession,  is  —        06    03    06 

If  the  Bull  contains  a  great  number,  the 
^rst  Man  ninst  pay  a  whole  Tax,  and  every 
one  of  the  rest  a  half. 

But  if  they  are  not  related,  and  all  of  one 
House,  every  Man  must  pay  the  whole  Tax, 
Hi  supra. 

But  if  it  be  for  a  Chapter,  or  Convent,  oc 
some  great  College  $  and  that  the  changing 
of  the  Vow,  shall  be  for  a  Perpetuity,  they 
must  pay  —  —  100    00    00 

Dispensations  Jbr  changing  the  Hours  of  Prayers* 

THE  Knights  of  Malta,  and  such  others, 
who  would  not  be  confined  to  any  cer* 
tain  Time  nor  Hour,  but  to  be  left  to  their 
own  Pleasure,  their  Dispensation  will  cost         10    03     06 

A  Reduction  or  char.ging  of  Divine  Service 
for  one  that  is  defective  m  Sight,  or  has  any 
other  Impediaient,  is  •—  13    00    O^ 
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He  that  lavcth  aside  the  Castotn  of  his  own 
Order,  and  useth  that  of  another,  vami  pay 
for  his  Dispensaiion  «—  -^  09     03    00 

If  a  Chapter  or  Convent  would  change^  their 
Liturgjr,  their  Dispensation  will  cost  60     13     00 

And  if  the  Btill  will  antliorise  them  to  al« 
tcr  their  Prayers,  that  ib  10  say,  10  rehearse 
the  last  for  the  first,  and  the  first  for  the  last, 
the  Dispensaiion  will  cost  — -  JOO.     15     OO 


Dispensations  for  doing  contrary  to  the  New 

Testament. 


THE  ordinary  Tax  hereof  is  —        12    06    06 

The  renK>ving  of  dead  Corps  from  one 
place  to  another,  or  to  transfer  a  Congrega- 
tion, or  the  Mrss,  that  is  to  say,  into  any 
Place,  only  that  Place  which  was  appointed 
for  it,  a  Dispensation  will  cost  —  €0    00    00 


Dispensations  for  the  Reduction  or  Diminution 

of  the  Mass. 


TO  reduce  or  shorten  a  Mass  when  the 
Revenue  is  small,  the  Dispensation  will 
cost  —  —  —  04    03     06 

And  if  the  Inhibitory  Clause  be  added,  you 
must  pay  —  —  C8    06    00 

If  a  Rector  of  any  Benefice  desires  a  Dis- 
pensation for  abbreviating  tlie  Mass,  and  that 
iie  would  have  this  Dispensation  to  be  for  him 
and  bis  Successors,  he  may  obtain  his  Request, 
but  he  shall  pay  -  —  30     10    00 

If  it  be  a  Chapter,  College,  or  Corpora- 
tion that  desire  such  a  Dbpensatioi^,  they  must 
pay  —  ^  40     10     OQ 
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Dispensations  for  Covfirmations* 

THE  Cotifirmatioo  ot  a  Statute  for  a  Ca- 
thedral, will  cost  —  80     ]  9    00 

If  it  be  for  a  College,  it  will  cost  but  00     15     Od 

The  Confirmatioit  of  a  League  or  Agree- 
ment irade  between  two  Persons  of  Quality, 
provided  ihat  their  being  in  Amity,  Peace, 
or  Charity  one  Mrith  another,  will  be  rather 
to  the  Advantage,  than  to  the  Disadvantage 
of  the  Church,  and  th?it  their  Agreement  will 
be  according  to  the  Canons  of  the  Law,  will 
cost  but  —  —  12    03    06 

Ail  Confirmations  of  the  Alienations  of  Ec- 
clesiastical Goods,  are  taxed  at  —         12    03     G6 

The  Confirmation  of  a  Statute  concerning 
a  certain  Number  of  Ecclesiastical  Beneficesi 
will  cost  -^  —  40     10    OCT 

A  Confirmation  for  an  £rcciion  or  Be- 
^^rve  of  a  Right  of  Patronage,  will  cost  ac- 
cording to  Value  or  Profit  of  the  Patronage, 
at  least  —  ^  23     15    00 

The  Confirmation  for  a  perpetual  League 
or  Alliance  made  by  the  Ordinary,  for  a  fact 
which  the  Law  allows  of,  will  cost  but  50    00    00 

Dispensations  for  Benefices  and  Rights  for  the 

Poor. 

A  Prescript  to  choose  a  Ternative  that  one 
would,  or  for  to  confirm  unto  a  Poof 
Man  the  term  of  five  Years,  with  the  choice 
of  Paymasters  and  Creditors,  will  cost  05     00    <X) 

And  if  the  Clause  Derogatory  be  added 
from  the  Law,  with  Orders  for  Bankrupts  and 
Brokers,  in  a  certain  Way  and  Form  paying 
their  Creditors,  it  will  cost  —  08    02    08 

fiut  if  it  be  for  a  Clerk,  and  granted  iii  a 
Chapter,  it  will  be  —  —        05    01    06 
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And  if  tbc  Bull  contains  an  Absolution  from 
Ecclesiastical  Ceosuresj  it  will  cost  06    01     CO 

And  if  the  Bull  brings  Dispensations  for 
irxx?gularitics,  it  will  cost  -^  9O    03    00 

Dispensations  for  Declarations* 

\  LL  Declarations  of  Law,  wbether  it  be 
J!\  Matters  of  Religion,  or  Murder,  or  any 
other  thing,  are  ordiuai ily  taxjed  —  OS    02     00 

But  if  it  be  in  cases  of  Matrimony,  it  will 
cost  —  —  «—  09    03    07 

For  Transumpris,  videmus,  &  per  inde  valerc. 

IP  any  Priest  having  lost  the  Letters  of  his 
Ordejs,  comes  to  the  Bishop  which  ordain« 
ed  him  before,  then  he  must  pay  for  the  re- 
newing his  Letters  and  his  Commission  again, 
the  Sum  of  —  —  06    02    OG^ 

For  a  Letter  of  Indictment  for  a  Fact  com- 
mitted in  the  Time  of  Supplication,  though 
it^vas  no  Hindrance  10  the  Confessors  of  the 
Bull,  neither  occasioned  the  altering  or  change 
iiig  the  Rate  which  was  set  before  upon  the 
said  Bull,  will  cost        .        _  —     06    03    0I> 

But  if  the  Bate  or  Tax  was  changed,  and 
that  it  exceeded  Six  Pound,  you  must  pay  the 
overplus 

Licenses  and  DispensatioTis  for  lndulgencies> 

A  Licence  for  transferring  a  Parish  Chnrcb, 
to  a  Monastery  with  all  things  thereunto 
belonging,  will  cost        —  —  24    06     06 

And  if  the  Bull  mentions  a  Profanation  of 
the  Pl8oe>  where  the  said  Church  was  iirst 
erected,  it  will  be  -—  —        40    00    €0 

A  Licence  for  Building  a  Font  /or  tbe 
Christening  of  Children,  is    *         —  24    06    00 

Pot 


^  ^OT  hoSidxng  a  College  Churchy  or  the 

cbaogrng  a  Parochial  into  a  Coll<fgta]>  b  100    00    00 

To  build  a  Parish  Chnrcfa^  and  tberdn  to 
erect  a  Font,  is  licensed  for  —  24    06    07 

A  Licence  for  transferring  a  Chnrch-yardy 
or  a  Sanctuary,  tinto  any  temporal  use,  wiU 
eost  -«  _  —  12    03    00 

And  if  thif  Alteration  is  made  upon  the 
Request  of  a  whole  Corporation  or  City,  it 
will  cost  —  —  —    48     12    08 

A  Licence  to  transfer^  or  remove  Relicks 
from  one  Place  to  another,  is  —         op    02    06 

A  Licence  for  saying  Mass  In  an  execrated 
Clupel,  is  —  -  12    03     00 

^nd  if  the  Bull  holds  a  Privilege  for  erect- 
ing a  Parochial  Church  in  that  Place,  it  will 
cost  —  —  18    03    06 

A  reser\'e  of  a  Right  of  Patronage  for  one's 
self  and  Heirs,  will  cost        —  —         40     10    06 

To  build  a  Shop  in  the  Alley  or  Entry  of 
any  Church,  will  cost  —  If    03    W 

A  Licence  for  erect-ng  a  Fraternity  and  a 
Nunnery,  together  with  a  Permission  for  their 
being  conversant  one  with  another,  and  also 
Authority  to  confess  oue  to  anotlicr,  and  for* 
keeping  a  neat  Altar  j  and  for  receiving  the 
Sacrament  at  their  Pleasure  —  01    02    06 

To  change  the  Feast  of  St.  Didacus  other- 
wise than  after  the  Manner  and  Order  of  that 
Kubrick  de  Translationem  ojficiis,  will  cost        t2     13    06 

A  Licence  for  saying  Mass  in  all  Places, 
will  cost  —  —  09    00    00 

For  one  Priest  to  say  Mass  twice  a  Day, 
may  three  times,  if  he  be  in  terra  hareticd         05     03    OS 

But  if  a  College,  Churdi,  or  Chapter*  or 
a  Corporation  of  Secnlar  Priests  together,  de* 
•ina  this  Privilege,  it  will  cost  them  100     18    00 

A  whole  City  being  interdicted,  yet  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  that  City 
may  have  a  Licence  to  hear  Mass  in  their  own 
Houses,  and  may  also  be  buried  in  their  own 
Cbapeb,  paying  for  their  Licence        —         lOO    06    00 

But 
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But  if  they  will  have  an  Aliar  poriahile, 
that  is,  a  portable  Altar,  they  mu&t  pay  more     08     00     6o 

If  the  fiull  be  for  the  Husband  and  the 
Wife,  it  w^U  cost  —  —         O9    00    00 

And  if  it  compreheadft  their  Children^  the 
Tan  will  be  —  —  13     00    OO 

.  A  Licence  for  saying  two  Masses  before 
Day,  in  nisi  fuerii,  in  terra  h^reticd,  or  at 
Chris imas  Dav,  when  every  Priest  is  bound 
to  say  three  Masses,  will  cost  —  12    03     Ofi 

To  publish  (he  Pardons  of  the  Cardinals 
without  Licence  from  the  Ordinary,  will  cost    06    00    00 

A  Licence  for  saying  the  Canonical  Hours, 
in  any  other  way  or  order  than  according  ro 
the  Constitution  of  the  Diocess  wherein  one 
is  beneficed,  will  cost  —  —      05    02     06 

And  if  it  be  for  a  Monk,  it  will  cost  Og    02     Gd 

And  if  the  Bull  doth  give  him  leave  to  say 
his  Prayers  as  he  likes  best,  it  shall  cost  12    03     O9 

A  Secular  Priest  that  intends  to  dispose  of 
Goods  to  his  Rclaiions,  and  not  to  the  Clergy^ 
he  must  pay  for  his  Licence  -*  12    03     06 

But  if  a  Regular  had  a  Design  to  leave 
some  of  the  Goods  he  hath  in  his  Posscsbion 
Bnto  his  Friends,  he  must  pay  for  his  Licence    07    03     04 

And  if  the  Goods  were  acquired  out  of  the 
Goods  of  the  Monastery,  he  cannot  dispose 
of  them,  sine  Lkeniid  superioris,  and  that  can 
hardly  be  gotten. 

If  a  Bishop  distributes  all  his  Goods  to  his 
Relations,  he  ought  to  hire  his  Licence,  which 
will  cost  —  —  36    09    00 

If  an  Abbot,  or  Superior  of  a  Corivcnt>  he 
is  to  pay  —  —  5t)    00    OO 

To  change  one*s  proper  Name  -*        O9    02     09 

A  Licence  for  reconsecrating  a  Church,  or 
Church-yard,  is  -*  —        12    OB    06 

A  Licence  for  a  Child  of  twelve  Years  to 
bold  a  Canon*s  Place  in  a  Cathedral,  not- 
withstanding all  the  Rules  of  the  Chanoecy 
contradicting  such  Things,  yet  he  mxy  obtaia 
^is  Licence  for  .^  —  12    03     03 
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And  if  he  be  thirteen  Years  old^  he  pays 

but  ^  —  —        06   00   oq 

For  a  M:in  to  hflve  a  Licence  to  lay  Mass 
in  Greek  amongst  (he  Grecians  —  09    02    CO 

For  having  Authority  to  visit  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre is  —  —  04    01     04 

A  Bishop  that  would  exempt  himself  a 
whole  Year  from  being  consecrated,  he  must 
pay  for  his  Licence  —  —  50    09    06 

And  if  he  would  have  it  for  seven  Years, 
he  may,  paying  only  —  90    02    09 

A  Licence  for  saying  Ma^s  with  the  Head 
covered,  shall  cost  —  —         05     09     10 

If  a  Bishop,  or  Abbot,  desires  such  a  Li* 
cence,  he  is  10  pay  —  —  24    06    00 

A  Dis))ensa(ion  for  a  Titular  Bishop,  for 
bis  non  Reiidtns,  in  his  own  Bishuprick,  will 
cost   '  —  —  18     04    02 

1*0  hold  two  several  Employs  in  the  same 
Church,  will  cost  —  —  12     03     06 

For  a  Titular  Bishop  tliat  would  exempt 
himsflf  from  taking  a  Journey  to  St.  PeUrs 
At  RomCi  by  reason  of  the  Distance  of  the 
Place,  a  Licence  will  cost  —  24    05    CO 

And  if  it  be  for  ever  —  52     J  2    06 

A  Dispensation  for  the  Bastard  of  a  Lay- 
man or  Clergyman,  that  he  may  enjoy  the 
Legacy  or  Gift,  which  his  Father  hath  left, 
as  far  as  the  Value  of  two  hundred  Ducats, 
it  will  cost   '  ^  —  12     03     OC 

And  if  he  be  the  Son  of  a  Monk,  that  hath 
Power  to  make  a  Will,  he  pays  —  34    06    00 

To  preach  on  Sundays,  and  other  Festival 
D<)ys,  for  the  Space  ot  live  Yca*'s,  for  the  re* 
deeming  of  poor  Prisoners,  the  Licence  will 
«ost  —  12    03     06 

For  the  Chapter  of  a  Cathedra^  to  contri« 
iMite  Ibme  Monies  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Reparation  of  a  Town,  will  cost  -~        24    06    00 

'  A  Dispeosatioi^  for  a  temporal  Lord,  and 
bis  Family,  to  eat  the  Flesh  of  Beasts  shiin 
by  Satacens,  wiil  cost  —  30    09  .  06 
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A  Woman  of  Honout  accoiripanied  vnih 
four  Gen  lie  women  more,  having  a  Desire  to 
visit  a  Convent  ibur  tioies  a  Year,  and  tlMn  to 
.stay  for  a  considerable  tinie,  must  pay  for  her 
Licence  —  —  13    03     CXJ 

A  Father,  that  will  put  hit  Daughter  to 
be  bred  with  Nuns  in  their  Convent j  must 

par  — 

A  LTcence  for  a  nurried  Man,  for  receiv- 
ing the  Habit  of  the  third  Order  of  Si. 
Francis,  that  is  to  say^  the  Habit  of  Penance, 
wiUcost  —  —  12    03     Otf 

A  Licence  for  a  Knight  of  Si.  lamtt^  that 
be  may  marry  a  Widow,  contrary  to  the  Order 
of  hib  Knighthood  —  —         12    03     Ofl 

A  Licence  for  a  Friar,  to  hear  the  Con- 
cession of  any  other  Nuni  but  those  of  his  own 
Habit  and  Order,  will  cost  —  15     04     CO 

A  Licence  for  an  Abbess,  and  three  or  four 
of  her  Nuns,  together  with  so  many  jocund 
Friars  to  go  abroad  in  the  Country,  to  see 
some  Lands  and  Tenements  belonging  to  the 
Mother  Abbess,  and  there  to  recreate  them- 
selves for  a  Week  or  two,  will  cost        —        24    06    QD 

They  may  stay  a  little  longer,  provided  they 
go' always  bini  &  bint,  that  is  to  say,  two  and 
two,  and  they  are  to  have  a  great  Care  least 
they  n)a7  give  any  bad  £aample,  and  if  they 
do  not  live  CaslK»  that  is  Chaste,  al  least  let 
them  live  Cauie,  that  is  warily. 

A  Cordelier  having  acquired  a  parcel  of 
Lands  or  a  Sum  o£  Money  by  his  own  In* 
dustry,  may  leave  it  to  his  Nephews  or  Rela- 
tionS)  paying  for  his  Licence,  the  Sum  of  12    03    06 

A  Regular  having  a  desire  to  wear  Shirts^ 
or  to  lay  in  Sheets,  must  pay  for  his  licence      12    03     C& 

A  whole  Convent  of  Frian  having  a  detire 
to  change  fi-om  one  Order  io  ^oihcr,  must 
pay  for  their  Licence  —  -—        40     10    00 

But  if  the  Order  to  which  they  alter  be  the 
more  straight^  they  pay  only  —  12    M    06 

But  if  they  change  one  Convent  for  ano<- 
theo  wHb  the  Rcvotuei  and  Utensils,  and  all 
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other  Goodt»  the  Prior  or  Guardian  of  each 

Convent,  most  pay        —  —  OO    00    00 

A  Licence  to  live  in  a  Herniita^,  iviH  cost    12    03    06 

An  Apostate  having  renounced  liis  Habit 
and  Order^  and  being  again  desirous  to  turn 
to  his  former  Professiopi  must  pav  for  his 
Transgressions  —  —       10    03    00 

Lastly »  If  any  Man  have  a  desire  to  wear 
the  Habit  of  any  Order  privately^  or  mider 
his  own  Garment,  be  must  pay  for  his  Li^ 
cence#  the  Sum  of       — -  ->-  Q6    03    06 


TUB 


590 


THE 


P  0  S  T  S  C  R  I  P  T. 


A  ND  flow  I  hope  I  have  madt  good  that  I  pro- 
xnifed,  fufficieQlIy  difcovering  the  Cheats  of  thcfe 
Merchants  of  Souls;  and  therefore  your  Charity  uill 
give  me  leave  to  fay  with  the  Apostle,  lonum  ceria^ 
msn  cefiaviy  though   I  have  not  mentioned  half  the 
Abominations  that  are  pradifed  in  this  Kind,  but  I 
hope  this  is  enough  4o  prove,  that  Money,  rather  than 
true  Repentance,  is  made  the  Ground  of  the  Abfolu- 
tion  of  the  mod  heinous  Sins ;  But  I  hope  God  will 
give  me  more  Leifure,  and  better  Opportunities  of  dc- 
teAing  the  Wickcdnefs  of  this  myftical  Babylon^  and 
then  I  engage  never  to  be  weary  of  the  Dcfign  1  have 
undertook,  in  declaring  to  the  World  the  Enormities 
of  that  Church,  whereof  T  was  once  a  Member,  and 
was  (though  ignorantly)  as  great  a  Deluder  as  any  of 
them*     But  thanks  be  to  God  who  huth  opened  the 
Eyes  of  my  Underdanding  to  difcover  the  Light   of 
his  glorious  Gofpel,  which  I  acknowledge  as  his  in* 
finite  Mercy,  and  who  hath  enjoined  me,  being  now 
converted,  to  ftrengthen  my  Brethren  ;  and,  therefore, 
I  befeech  you,  as  you  love  God,  and  tender  the  Salva- 
tion of  your  own  Souls,  to  deteft  not  only  the  Vicea 
themfelves,  but  the  Manner  of  forgiving  them,  prac- 
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tifed  in  the  Church  of  ROME.  And  beware  of  iti 
Miffionaries^  who  go  about  like  Wolves  in  Sheeps' 
cloathing,  feeking  whom  they  may  devour;  and  have 
no  other  End,  but  to  breed  Confufions  amongft  us, 
to  make  us  break  the  Bond  of  Union  and  Charity,  in 
which  we  ought  to  be  united,  in  one  Lord  Jesus  ; 
To  whom,  be  all  Honour,  and  Glory,  IVorld  with^ 
out  End, 


THE 


ABSOLUTION. 


T  Have  here  fct  down  for  the  better  Confirmation 
and  Juftification  of  the  Truth  of  this  BOOK,  the 
particular  Form  of  Abfolution,  that  thefe  Miflionaries 
do  ufe  to  fuch  Perfont  as  do  confefs  to  them,  and  this 
is  called  Abfolutio  gratialis,  and  is  mod  commonly 
ufed  to  Sick  Perfons. 

After  the  Penitent  baa  confcfled  his  Sins,  the 
Miflionary  begins  his  Abfolution  after  this  Manner : 

Misereatur  tui  omnipotens  Deus,  6?  dimissis 
omnibus  peccatis  tuisy  perducat  ie  ad  vitam 
^ternam.     Amen, 

Indulgeniiamj  jlbsolutionem^  &  Remissionem 
omnium  peccatorum  tuorum  tribuat  tibi  ofnni" 

potens  tff  misericors  Dominus.     Amen. 
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Deinde    Injungii  piP7iitentiam,    sicut    ipst^ 
videhitur  conveniens,  &  postea  dicit, 

T\Ominu$  noster  Jesus  Christus^  te  nbsolvat : 
&  egOf  jiuthoritate  ifisius  qvd  fungoTy  te 
absoli'Oj  Imprimis  ab  omni  Vinculo  excommuni" 
cationis,  majoris  iff  minoris  :  (Sifuerit  Clericus^ 
dicet,  suspensionis  aut  interdicti^  si  forte  (ncur^ 
rit:)  6f  deinde  absolve  te  ab  omnibus  peccatis 
tuiSf  Of  ab  omnibus  posnis  tibi  in  Purgatorio 
debitis  pro  peccatis  &  deltctis,  G?  restituo  te 
unitati  6f  pariicipationi  Ecclesue:  6f  virtute 
f  e^3  outhoritatespecialimihi  in  hdcparteCommissd^ 
testituo  te  illi  Innocentut  in  qud  eras  quando 
baptizatus  Juisti;  &^  si  hac  vice  non  moriaris^ 
reservo  tibi  hanc  gratiam  pro  extremo  mortis 
articulo,  in  nomine  Patrisid  Filii,  6f  Spiritus 
sancti.    Ameot  Jesus. 

Passio  Domini  nostri  Jesu  Ckristij  t^  merita 
Beatce  Maria  semper  Firginis,  &  omnium  sanc- 
torum fef  sanctorum  ut  quicquid  boni  feceris^ 
vcl  mali  patienter  sustinuerisj  sint  tibi  in  Remts^ 
sionem  peccatoium,  augmentum  gratiitj  tsf  pra^ 
mum  vitie  cetertue.    Amen.    Pax  tecum. 
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ABSOLUTION 


THUS  USGLISnED. 


OUR  Lord  Jefus  Cbri/l  abfolve  ihce:  and  by  Virtue 
of  the  Authority  that  I  hold^  I  do  abfolve  thee; 
Firft,  from  all.  forts  of  Excommunications,  whether 
great  or  fmall :    (If  the  Penitent  be  a  Clerk,  he  mud 
fay ;  from  all  forts  of  Sufpenfions  and  Interdids,  (if 
by  chance  he  hath  incurred  any)  Then  I  abfolve  thee 
from  aH  thy  Sins,  and  from  all  Sins  and  Torments 
due  to  thee  in  Purgatory  for  thy  Sins  and  Tranfgref- 
fions ;  and  I  receive  thee  into  the  Union  and  Partici- 
pation of  the  Church ;   and  by  Virtue  of  a  fpecial 
Authority  to  me  committed,  I  reftore  thee  into  that 
Innocency  in  which  thou  haft  been  when  thou  wert 
baptized  :  And  if  thou  die  not  at  this  Time,  I  referve 
thee  this  Grace,  to  the  Hour  of  thy  Death,  In  0u 
Name  of  the  Faiber,  &c.  and  by  the  Merits  and  Paf- 
fion  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Cbri/l,  and  the 
Merits  of  the  ever  blefled  Virgin  Mary ^  and  of  all  the 
Saints  and  Virgins ;   that  whatfoever  Qood  thou  haft 
done,  and  whatfoever  Injuries  thou  patienily  haft  fuf- 
fered,  let  them  be  unto  thee  a  Remilfion  of  thy  Sins, 
and  an  Augmentation  to  Grace,  and  a  Premium  of 
Life  everlafting.    Amen.    Peace  be  with  you, 

2  a  N.  B. 
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N.  B«  Tbeje  Names  of  Miffionaries  and  Fsmten« 
iimti  are  all  oir/;  ihe  Dijlin&um  only  is,  thai  ibofit 
PcenitentUries  do  refide  m  ihe  Court  of  Rome,  and  the 
Miffionaries  are  iho/e  whicb  are  dif^erfed  through  the 
Wirldf  noiwithfiasuBng  they  have  thefemu  Power  asset 
Authofity  to  abfolvOj  id  eft,  a  Cafibus  ReTeriratis; 
ihe  TnUk  iSf  thofe  do  not  direSlj  accumulate,  or  gaiker 
the/e  SumSf  InU  th^  are  to  emligkten  the  Penance  and 
Pilgrimage  of  the  Penitents  for  paying  thefe  foremen^ 
turned  Taxes  to  their  feveral  Deputies,  appointed  in  all 
Places  to  that  Purpofe, 


THE 


AUTHOR'S  TESTIMONY 


rMOM  TUB  U^IVEM&JTr^ 


THESE  are  to  certify  All  whom  it  may  Cpncemv 
that  Mr.  Anthony  Egane^  Clerk,  lately  a  fhm^ 
ctfcaf^  Friar  in  Ireland^  but  now  of  the  Reformed^ 
Religion,  bath.for  the  Time  of  his  Abode  i|i  the  Uni« 
verfity  of  Oxford,  behaved  himfelf  foberly,  difcreetly^ 
and  ftudiouily,  and  thereby  hath  beei^  a  h^ppy  M^ana 
to  reduce  fome  Perfona  to  the  Church  of  Ef^lasidt^ 
who  had  been  formerly  perverted.  In  Wki^fi  wbove*^ 
of,  I  have  hereunto  put  my  Hapd  mi  Seal,  in  fuch 
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Caufesufual,  this  Twenty-ninth  Day  of  ^tij^,  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  1 673. 

P.  Batb  and  Wells, 
Vifc^^ap*  of  OxoTU 

Job.  fFallis,  Geo.  Profe& 
for,  Oxon* 

Tbo.  rates,  Prefident  of 
BTaxienN((fe. 

Ra*  Bttikurfi,  Priftoi  pal  of 
TristUy  CoHege* 

Senior 

IdM  T^^  Tbo.  Barkw, 
ColL  Begins  PrapofUus^ 

Tho.  Tullie  Jula  Si.  Ed- 
mundi  Principalis. 

CQpla  Vita. 
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AN 


APPENDIX 


THUS  you  have  feen  (good  Reader)  focne  of  tbc 
great  and  crying  Abominations^  practifed  not 
only  with  Impunity,  but  with  Encouragement  and 
Approbation  in  the  Church  o(  ROME.  You  have 
feen,  likewife,  the  Author's  Sobriety,  Difcretion,  and 
Induilry  in  promoting  the  Caufe  of  Truth,  afierted  by 
fuch  as  had  too  great  a  Stock  of  Reputation  of  their 
own  to  venture  on  any  thing  lefs  than  the  mod  full 
and  well-grounded  Convi&ion.  So  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  lead  room  to  doubt  the  Truth  of  the 
Matter  of  Fa&*  How  can  it  fail  then  to  raife  in  the 
Minds  of  all  unbiafled  Readers,  the  utmoft  Derefta* 
tioD  and  Abhorrence,  to  fee  thofe  Works  of  the 
Devil,  which  the  Son  of  God  came  to  deftroy,  dif- 
penfed-with  for  the  fake  of  filthy  Lucre  ?  Is  it  poffible 
they  (hould  commit  the  Cuftody  of  their  Souls  to  fuch 
falfe  Guides,  as  prefer  worldly  Intereft  to  Religion, 
Mammon  to  God?  Neither  are  thefe  (though  one 
would  think  enough  to  fhock  any  Perfon  of  fober 
Thought  and  Reflection)  the  only  Abufes  of  that 
Apoftate  Church :  The  whole  Syflem  of  its  Principles 
(fuch  I  mean  wherein  it  ftands  diftinguiflied  from  th« 
Do£lrine  of  Proteftants,  and  for  which  they  feparated 
fi-om  it)  feems  to  be  little  elfe  than  a  Complication  of 
grofs  Abfurdities,  and  abominable  Corruptions. 

To 
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To  defcehd  a  little  to  particular^,  and  that  veqr 
briefly:  Tbat  Church,  wbofe  Dofirines  are  deftrue-/ 
five  of  the  true  End  of  Converfation,  and  the  quiet 
of  Families;  that  is  fitted  to  difturb  and  undermine 
the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  Princes  and  Communip 
lies ;  that  robs  God  of  his  Glory,  detraSs  from  the 
AU-fufficiency  of  our  Saviour's  Merits  ;  that  locks  up 
firom  a  great  Part  of  its  Members  the  Key  of  faving 
•Knowledge;  that  is  rigidly  fevere  in  uncommanded 
InfUnces,  and  fcandaloufly  loofe  in  exa&ing  the  Pre- 
cepts of  the  Gofpel ;  that  bids  Defiance  to  Mens'  Rea- 
foii  and  Senfes;  that  renders  the  flri^eft  Preparation 
of  its  Communicants,  to  that  which  itfelf  owns  to  be 
the  moft  folemn  Ordinance  of  Religion^  poflibly  at 
•lea^  fruitlefs  and  ineffe^lual,  by  that  pernicious  Doc- 
trine of  the  Validity  of  Sacraments  depending  on  the 
Intention  of  the  Prieft;  that  refills  and  vilifies  the 
Authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  contradi&s  the 
DoArines  and  Practices  of  the  Firft  and  pureft  Ages 
of  Chriftianity,  forces  its  way  (where  it  can)  by  the 
moft  cruel  and  fanguinary  Methods ;  and  after  all,  has 
lefk  us  without  Hopes  of  a  Reformation  of  its  Errors, 
by  arrogating  to,  itfelf  an  Infallibility,  though  not 
agreed  where  to  place  it:  That  Church,  I  fay,  in 
vvhich  M  thefe  Corruptions  are  to  be  found  (and  they 
are  all  to  be  found  in  the  Roman  Church)  is  fo  far 
(whatever  glorious  Pretenfions  it  may  make)  from 
being  the  Pillar  and  Ground  pf  Truth,  and  the  pure 
and  undefiled  Spoufe  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ffom  which 
whatfoever  is  feparated,  is  at  the  fame  Time  feparatedi 
from  Chrift  himfelf ;  that  on  the  contrary.  Communion 
with  it  is  ej^tremely  hai^ardous  of  Salvation.  Can  it  be 
othcrwife  tha^i  extremely  hazardous  to  eommunicate 
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with  thdTe  wko  have  fupe^fTedtd  the  NedcAty  df  briog 
Holy  ill  M  tnaimer  af  CaDTerikion ;  and  of  abftatn;- 
itig  frofh  all  A  ppearinec  of  Svil,  by  tbeir  Dillio&mn 
of  Siaa  into  Mortal  and  Venial^  thai  ia  (as  ibcmfelvcs 
expkin  it)  inch  as  do^  and  fitch  as  do  not,  defenre 
eternal  Dafntiatfon  ?  When*  ret  we  are  aflTored  fpom 
Scripture,  that  ihe  fFnges  oftftvy  Sin  is  Disib;  Tkat 
fttre  aTid  ttnehfited  ReUgivn  is  At  keep  imis  filf  Mf^t^ 
ied  frxm  ibt  mrtd  j  That  whaterer  Proficiency  wt 
ftave  made  in  Virtue  and  Derrgron,  ttfiortnotlo  reek^ti 
thai  n^e  have  atreaiy  ettfdimJt  a  (Efficient  M^afure, 
%tH  adranee  ft4H  enwarda  16  Perfedjen.  'Iliat  wt 
arc  commanded  #•  love  ibe  Lerd  our  Odd,  tetih  M 
pur  Hearty  mud  Swk,  And  Sl¥engib  ;  and  intr  Neigh^ 
hour  as  our/itves  f  fo  be  PM^wers  a/  Godi  and  #a  he 
Per/h&,  even  as  our  FtttfUet  ufha  is  in  MeMeu  is  Pet^ 
fe^.  How  mud  thi9  looie  Prineiple  four  and  poilbfi 
Gonrerfation,  when  even  the  (Iri^ft  Bonds  can 
fcarce  hinder  Men  f^om  being  troublefome  and  in^- 
jurious  to  one  another?  What  can  be  thought  of 
their  making  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  )oined  with 
Contntron,  fufficient  for  Salvation,  but  that  they  de* 
ftroy  the  NeceOHy  of  Repentance,  by  fobiKtuting  in 
it^s  flead^  a  chtrap  and  easy  Remedy?  For  what 
need  a  Man  be  at  the  Pains  of  mortifying  hb  Paf** 
Sons  and  Appetites^  and  ferfaking  his  Sinft,  fince^ 
though  he  commits  them  i^ain,  upon  confeflkig  them 
with  Sorrow  to  the  Prieft^  and  receiving  Ab^IatioDs 
he  is  made  perftdly  whole  ?  Their  DoArine  of  In* 
dulgencies,  or  the  difpofing  of  Pardons  for  Moneys 
6fc.  is  another  grofs  and  fcandalous  Abufe,  thai  can« 
not  fail  of  being  very  mifchievous  to  Souls.  I  (ball 
traufcribe  two  Fonm  of  them;)  which  may  he  found 
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ia  tbe  Hours  of  tke  Bkfled  Vrrgln,  Secimcktin  usum 
Sarum.  The  firft  is  of  Pope  Jolm  XXII.  for  faying 
three  Prayers,  as  follows : 

Thys  Thrte  Prayers  be  written  in  the  Cha^ 
pelle  of  the  Holy  Crosse  in  Rome^  otherwise 
called  Sacellum  San<9as  Crucis  Sepccm  Ro- 
imanof  utn,  whoo  that  d^outly  say  them  shall 
attain  90,000  Years  of  Pardon  for  dedly 
SiiiSf  graunted  by  our  Holie  Father  Jo.  SSL 
Pope  of  Rome, 

The  ollief  is  for  %t.  BermrMn&y  of  Siinai  d^<y 
Icneeliiig^  in  the  WoHbip  df  Ih^  Name  df  Jfefus,  thus : 


Tkys  mnt  devoutly  Prayer  said  the  Boly 
jPb^Air  ^^^  BeFUaikibe,  dctyiy  kneeling  in 
the  tf^orship  of  thi  most  Holy  Name  Jesu. 
Andyt  is  well  to  believe  that  thro*  the  Inv4^ 
cation  of  that  most  excellent  Name  of  JesUj 
3.  Bernard,  obtained  a  sii^puiar  Reward  of 
perpetual  Consoiatim  of  m&  Lord  Jem 
Christ,  jind-  Ays  Pr^^  is  miuen  in  a 
TaUe  that  hmngvth  M  RotM,  in  S.fetcT*i 
Ckurck,  nere  to  the  high  jfivter,  there  as 
mtr  Holy  Father  the  Popie  duely  is  wonte  to 
say  the  Offict  of  the  Masse.  And  hoo  thai 
devoutly  with  a  contrite  Heart  dayly  say 
ihys  Oryson^  yfhe  be  that  Day  in  the  State 
of  eternal  Damnation,   than  thys\etemal 

3  0^4  Payne 
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Payne  shall  be  chaunged  him  in  temporal 
Payne  of  Purgatory^  than  yf  he  hath  cfe- 
served  the  Payne  of  Purgatory^  yt  shall  he 
forgotten  and  forgiven^  thoroxv  the  if\finite 
Mercy  of  God, 

I  think  little  need  be  faidi  to  (hew  how  this  Doc- 
trine of  Indulgencieg,  joined  with  that  of  Purgatory 
(which  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  State  of  Punifliment,  from 
>i;(^hence  the  Souls  of  the  Dead  may  be  delivered  by 
the  Prayers  and  Mafles  of  (he  Living,)  tends  to  de- 
ftroy  the  great  End  6f  our  Saviour's  Undertaking, 
which  wasy  that  h$  might  rsdeem  us  from  all  Iniquity f 
and  purify  lo,  bimfilf  n  peculiar  People^  aseakus  of 
good  JVoris.   What  wonder  is  it  that  their  Zeal  (hould 
flagi  who  are  perfuaded>  tha^  though  their  Repentance 
is  not  finished  in  this  Lifci  it  may  in  another,  and 
,  themfelves  be  finally  accepted  ?    As  for  this  DoArine 
of  Purgatory,  the  Scripture  is  wholly  filent  about  it  t 
It  fpeaks,  indeed,  of  everlailing  Happinefs  appointed 
for  the  Good,  and  evqrlaAing  Mifery  for  the  Wicked, 
but  not  one  Word  appears  in  it  of  this  middle  State. 
We  are  told  there  that  the  Dead  are  hleffed  that  die 
in  the  Lord,  that  tbey  rtfi  from  their  Labours^  and 
their  IVorks  foUcw  tbem.    We  do  not  find,  indeed, 
that  any,  whofc  Repentance  is  not  finiibed  as  well  as 
begun  in  this  Life,  can  be  faid  to  die  in  the  Lord^ 
or  be  capable  of  that  Bleflednefs,    There  we  read  as 
a  powerful  Motive  to  Perfeverance  and  Conflancy  in 
good  Works,  that,  if  our  earthly  Houfe  of  this  Taber-- 
nacle  be  dij/blved,  we  bave  a  Building  with  God,  a 
Houfe  not  made  with  Hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens : 

And 
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Atid  to  free  the  Matter  from  the  lead  Poflibility  of 
Doubt)  it  is  u(hered  in  with.  We  know.    Again, 
the  Penitent  Thief  was  tranflaled  from  the  Crofs, 
immediately  to  Paradife.    In  (he  Parable  of  the  Rich 
Man  and  Lazarus^  which  feems  plainly  defigned  to 
i^quaint  us  with  the  Happinefs  and  Mifery  of  SoaU 
Separated  from  their  Bodies ;   we  find  that  the  one 
weot  to  Hell,  and  the  other  to  Abraham's  Bosom, 
without  the  leaft  mention  of  any  middle  State  be- 
tween them:   And,  elfewhere,  we  are  told,  that  ws 
mu/l^  at  the  Iqft  Judgment^  ghe  an  Account  for  ihs 
things  done  in  the  Body  :  but  no  where,  that  we  (hall 
be  accountable  for  things  done  in  the  Soul  feparate 
firom  the  Body. 

What  ihall  we  fay  of  their  Prayers  in  an  unknown 
Tongue,  of  the  Efficacy  of  Sacraments  depending  on 
the  bare  Adminiftration,  and  their  interdicting  the 
People  the  (acred  Scriptures  ? 

Can  Prayers  be  offered-np  with  that  Devotion,  deep 
Senfe  of  their  Wants  and  Dependance  oh  God,  that 
becomes  poor  indigent  Creatures  fupplicating  infinite 
Majefty,  by  thofe  who  know  not  what  it  is  they  pray, 
or  rather,  what  the  Prieft  fays  for  them  ?  Not  to  fay 
bow  contrary  this  PraAice  is  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  to  the  conftant  Ufage  of  the  Church  of  Chrift  for 
many  Ages.    / 

Nothing  need  be  added  to  (hew  the  pernicious  Con* 
fequences  of  their  Dofbrine  of  the  Eflicacy  of  Sacra- 
ments, fince  it  can  hardly  be,  that  any  can  be  fo  ig- 
norant as  not  to  difcover,  that  it  takes-away  the  Necef- 
fity  of  Mens'  preparing  their  Minds  for  them. 

Their  interdi&ing  People  the  Ufe  of  the  Bible, 
may  well  be  reckoned  as  a  Part  of  that  worldly  Wif- 

dom. 
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idom^  (of  lArhtch  tfacy  arc  fa  ddervedly  fcmarkaUe; 
jftothmg  being  moM  aiv  enctn^  to  thtir  Doftrioct  cad 
P^aAiceiythaa  that  Hftly  Book:   B«l  how  they  flnD 
be  dblc  to  aDfwcr  to  God  axxA  theit  owti  CoofeicvMb 
for  the  Lofa  oE  tliofe  Souls  wliich  tkey  wei«  oWged  to 
watch  over,  and  to  whom  they  denied  rike  moft  St  aiNl 
proper  Meaas  of  Saivatioii^  become^  iheib  feiioofly 
to  cooGden    One  of  the  Holy  Prophets,    obfenriog 
ibiiie  in  his  Days,  applying  themfelves  to  other  Means 
of  Knowledge,  indeed  of  the  ScrtptureSy  refers  tbcdi 
CO  thofc  Writings^  ^ing,    To  the  Law,  and  lo  tk 
Tefiimany :  if  they  /peak  not  according  to  ibis  Wwd, 
it  is  iscMtfc  there  is  no  Light  in  tbem*    Oor  Saviour 
commands  Xo  fearcb  the  Scriptures.     Si.  Paad  co»» 
gratuiales  the  Happiiltfa  of  Timothy^  beeaafe  be  had 
known  tbe  Scriptures  fmm  a  Child g  whkh  he  adds, 
were  able  to  make  him  wife  unto  Salralion.     The 
Bereans  have  this  great  E^ooiitHD  given  thein  by  an 
infpired  Penman>  tliaC  they  were  more  noble  thaa  thofe 
of  Tbejbionica,  becaufe  they  fearched  the  Scriptarcs 
daily,  to  fee  whether  thofe  things  were  lb;  that  is, 
they  did  not  take  things  upon  Truft^  but  by  an  impar- 
iial  comparing  one  Place  of  Scripture  with  anothefs, 
difcerned  the  Truths  which  S/*  Paul  and  Silas  deliver- 
ed to  them.    That  the  Scriptures  were  in  the  Hands 
of  the  People  in  the  firft  Ages  of  Chriftianity^  is  plain 
from  this  one  Inllance,  viz.   that  their  Pcrfecutors 
commanding  them  to  deliver  up  their  Bibles  to  be 
burnt,  many  of  them  chofe  rather  to  part  with  their 
Lives  than  their  Bibles,  and  thofe  that  did  not^  were 
called  TraditoreSf  that  is.  Betrayers. 

I  forbear  to  inftance,   in  their  Do&rine  of  feten 
Sacraments,  Coelibacy  of  the  Clcigy,    their  Sprink- 
ling 
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Img  with  Holy  Water,  Baptising  of  Bellh  £x«r- 
cifms^  Pilgrimages,  their  rending  their  Flefh  witU 
Whips  and  Scourges,  as  if,  inftead  of  a  Being  of  in-- 
finite  Goodnefs,  they  were  the  Worfliippers  of  fome 
heathen  Deity,  or  evil  Daemon,  who  delighted  in  the 
Mifery  of  his  Votaries ;  their  placing  too  much  of 
JReiigion  in  external  Performances,  and  Abfiinences^ 
(^c.  That  is,  in  little  Trifles,  and  infignificant  Noe 
things ;  Becaufe  I  defigned  this  for  an  Appendix,  not 
a  Treatife. 

llowever,  I  (hall  venture  to  take  up  a  little  more  of 
the  Reader's  Time,  by  faying  fomething,  (though  very 
briefly)  to  thefe  Particulars  following,  viz*  Their  Docr 
trine  of  Merit,  Tranfubftaatiation,  the  Sacrifice  of 
the  Mafd,  half  Communion,  Traditions,  their  IdoU^ 
try.  Cruelty  and  Perfidioufnefs  to  thofe  who  diflenlt 
from  them. 

4  The  firft  of  thefe  feems  not  to  have  the  lead  Fouq^ 
datipn,  either  in  Scripture  or  Reafon ;  for  what  Wortk 
U  there  (1  befeech  you)  in  a  few  (hort-lived  Services, 
made  up  of  Imperfe£tions  ?  If  it  were  poflible  for  us 
to  live  here  many  Ages,  and  perform  all  that  while  m 
mod  exa£t  Obedience  to  the  Divine  Laws,  without  fe 
much  as  flraying  in  a  Thought ;  yet  even  then  there 
,  would  be  an  infinite  Difproportion  between  our  A&ions 
and  their  Rewards ;  How  much  more  when  in  this 
Life,  fhort  as  it  is,  there  are  fo  many  Defers  in  the 
very  bed  of  us  ?  Our  Saviour  has  fufllciently  decided 
this  Point,  telling  us,  that,  when  we  bavs  done  all 
ibai  is  commanded  us,  we  are  unprofitable  Servants^ 
we  bave  done  no  more  than  was  our  Duty  to  do*  \ 
might,  on  this  Head,  have  infifted  on  that  Surplufag^ 
of  Merits,  which  they  pretend  to  be  in  the  Treafury 

of 
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of  ihe  Church,  and  to  Benefit  not  only  the  Perfons 
meriiing,  but  Multitudes  befidcs:  but  I  hope  I  need 
not  tell  you  how  derogatory  this  Opinion  is  to  the 
All-fufficient  Merits  of  Chrift,  who  having  purchafed 
lis  at  fo  dear  a  Rate,  we  may  be  fure  will  fufier  no 
Sharers  with  him  in  ihat  which  is  his  fole  Preroga- 
tive. I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  Merit,  than  that  it  makes 
i,  Man  think  too  well  of  himfelf,  a^d  too  meanly  of 
God/     *    •   ' 

jAll  that  I  (hall  fay  of  Tranfubftantiation,  or  the 
fubftaiilial  Change  of  ihe  Bread  and  Wine,  after  the 
Words  of  Con  fee  rati  on  pronounced  by  the  Prieft,  into 
the  Natural  Body  and  Blood  of  Chrift,  is  that  it  con- 
tradifts,  our  Reafon  and  Scnfes,  overthrows  the  mod 
fubdantial  Evidence  for  the  Trulh  of  Chriftianity,  is 
contrary  to  the  Nature  of  a  Sacrament,  and  to  thoie 
very  Scriptures,  on  which  they  pretend  to  found  it; 
\H'helher  we  rcfpcA  the  6th  of  Jobn,  or  the  Words  of 
inilitution,  which  arc  the  principal  Places  cited  by 
them  to  fupport  their  Opinion :  In  the  former  of  which 
we  find,  that  whofoever  eateth  Chrijl's  Fujb^  and 
drinktib  his  Bloody  hath  eternal  Lije;  with  more  to 
the  fame  Purpofe.  Now  if  every  one  who  eats  Chriil*s 
Fle(h,  and  drinks  his  Blood,  hath  eternal  Life,  thea 
it  is  certain,  that  the  Wicked  do  not  eat  hig  Flefli, 
and  drink  his  Blood;  which  nothing  hinders  but  they 
might  do,  if  the  Words  of  Confecration,  proQOunced 
by  a  Prieft,  produced  fuch  a  wonderful  Change,  as 
they  pretend.  In  the  Words  of  Inflitution,  the  on^ 
is  no  otherwife  called  his  Body,  than  as  given  [in  the 
prefent  Tenfe]  or,  as  St.  Paul  has  explained  it,  broken^ 
that  is,  delivered  up  to  the  Death,  nor  the  other  his 
Blood,  but  as  (hed ;  which  could  not  be  literally  true 
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ip  the  Inftitulion,  ii6r  now ;    therefore  iu  Truth  inuft; 
\^  in  Myftery  and  fpiritual  EflTe^s. 
.  The  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs  fetms  plainly  to  over- 
throw the  Eflficacy  of  Chrift's  Sacrifice ;  fur  if  by  that 
one  Sacrifice  we  are  delivered  from  the  Power  of  the: 
Devil,  and  inflated  in  a  Capacity  of  cvcrlalling  Hap- 
pinefs,  what  can  any  New  Sacrifice  do  more  ?     Add 
to  this,  that  we  are  told  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews, 
that  where  a  Sacrifice  is  perfe^,    (which   ail  muft 
grant  the  Sacrifice  of  Chrift  to  be)  it  needs  not  be  re- 
peated, nor,  by  Parity  of  Reafon,  to  have  any  other 
fubftituted  in  its  Room:    Nay,  that  Divine  Author 
ufes  fuch  an  Argument,   as  equally  excludes   both. 
Thus  it  runs :  becaufe  thai  the  IVurJblppers  once  Purged 
Jbould  have  bad  no  mort  Confcience  of  Sins.    Mark,  if 
the  Worfhippers  were  once  purged,  they  (hould  have 
bad  no  more  Confcience  of  Sins,   or  Guilt,   confe-» 
quently  no  need  of  any  other  Sacrifice.     In  the  fame 
Chapter  we  read,  that  we  are  San6lified  through  tho 
Offering  of  the  Body  of  Je/us  Cbrijl  once  for  alU 
That  this  Many  after  he  had  offered  one  Sacrifice  Jor 
^inSf  for  ever  fate  down  on  tlie  Right-hand  of  God. 
That  by  one  offering  be  hatb  perfe&ed  for  ever  tbem 
that  are  fanSlfJicd.    That  if  we  Sin  wilfully  ajter  ivc 
have  received  tbe  Knowledge  of  tke  Truths  there  r/- 
tnainetb  no  more  Sacrifce  for  Sin»     What  then  be- 
comes of  their  Mafs  l)cing  a  Propitiatory  Sacrifice  for 
Quick  and  Dead  ?     It  is  plain   (to  fpeak  in  the  fofieft 
Terms)  it  is  all  a  mcer  Cozenage  and  tmpoRure. 

That  our  Saviour  gave   the    Sacrament   in    both 

Kinds   to  his  Difciples,  cannoi  be  denied.     That  he 

commanded  them  to  blefs,  or  confecrate,  and  diftri- 

bute  both,  can  (I  think)  with  as  little  Colour  be  de- 
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liied.  Thai  Ike  Cormihkn$j  to  whom  St.  Paul  wrote^ 
dicl  fo,  is  equally  plain.  That  it  was  generally  girtn 
fe  far  about  a  thourand  Years  after  Cbrifi,  is  acknow- 
ledged by  our  Advcrfaries.  And  what  Power  thejr 
have  of  taking^away  one  Part  more  than  another,  or' 
both,  no  good  Reafon  can  be  affigned.  I  am  fure  St. 
Patd  fpeaks  of  the  Continuance  of  both  till  our  Lord's 
con>ing. 

As  to  Traditions,  if  they  will  be  content  with  fueh 
as  contradift  no  Rule  or  Canon  of  Scriptiite,  though 
they  ftould  happen  to  over-value  them,  v^e  will  not 
vehemently  contend  with  them  about  them ;  but  whea 
they  fet-up  fuch  Things  for  Apoftolical  Traditions, 
as.  contradifl  manifeft  Scriptures,  which  both  they 
and  we  allow  to  be  written  by  Divine  Infpiration,  we 
cannot  forbear  (hewing  the  utmoft  Abhorrence  of 
them. 

Their  Idolatry  is  fo^nanifeft,  that  the  bare  expofing 
it  to  view  feems  a  fufficient  Confutation  of  it.  If  to 
make  any  Being,  the  objcft  of  our  Truft  and  Confi- 
dence, it  is  ncceflarily  that  he  fhould  know  all  our 
Wants,  and  be  able  to  relieve  them,  which  we  are, 
fare  that  a  Being  of  all  pofSble  Perfedion  can,  but 
not  fure  concerning  any  other ;  what  muft  be  thought 
of  their  Prayers  to  Saints,  Angels,  and  the  BleiTed 
Virgin  ;  nay  their  Worfliip  of  Imagi^s  and  Relics? 

As  to  their  treacherous  and  perfidious  Principles, 
we  need  but  have  recourfe  to  the  Councils  of  Lateran 
and  Con/lance ;  the  former  of  which  authorized  Princes 
to  extenninate  fuch  as  they  called  Hercticks,  and  the 
Depoiing  of  Princes  for  Hercfy  ;  the  latter  the  break- 
ing Faith  with  Hereticks.  Their  cruel  and  barbarous 
Treatnaent  of  thofe  who  diflentcd  from  them,    has 

been 
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been  fufficiently  experienced  by  us  of  tbefe  Nations^ 
France,  Hungary^  Bohemia,  the  Vallies  of  Piedmont, 
the  Netherlands  s  and  indeed  v^h^re  uor^  where  they 
had  fiifficient  Power  to  exert  their  Tyranny  ? 

What  then  remains,  but  that  as  we  value  our  own 
private  Hippinefs,  that  of  the  Community  whereof 
we  are  Members,  the  Favour  of  God,  and  the  Saiva- 
tion  of  our  Souls,  we  would  ihun  thofe  Principles  and 
PraAices  which  are  deftru£tive  of  all  thefe  Interefis  ; 
and  thankfully  receiving  the  invaluable  Bleflling  of  the 
Reformation,  never  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  any  more  en-* 
tangled  ^ith  that  intolerable  Yoke  of  Romish  Bon]>* 
AOB,  from  which  we  arc  fo  happily  delivered? 
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